




















































TEXAS BUSINESS REVIEW 

group, stood 17.0% above the 1926 average during 
July; and all commodities exclusive of both farm prod· 
ucts and foods showed an increase of 8.8% over the base 
period. 

Although monthly indexes of August and September 
prices are not yet available, the index of all wholesale 
commodity prices as of August 31 was 128.2, compared 
with 124.1 reported for July 27. On September 7, the 
index was 122.0, a decline of 6.2 points from the previous 
week and 2.1 points below the July 27 index. 

Consumers' Prices 

(All Income figures must be used in connection with a measure 
of chanaes in consumers' prices, since the purchasinl' power of 
Income is more significa.nt than the agp-egate amount in dollars. 
The increasing cost of living, as measured. by indexes of consumers' 
prices, is of vital importance to all businessmen and consumers. 
The Bureau of Labor Statistics warns users of the index that it 
ahowa only partially the wartime effects of changes in the quality 
and availability of consumer goods.) 

The index of consumers' prices in Houston rose 2.8% 
in August over July to a point 9.9% above the August 
1945 level and 39.8% above the 1935-39 average. 

The food index number in Houston reached 168.8 in 
August, an increase of 5.2% over the previous month 
and 20.1 % above prices a year ago. Food prices for all 
cities had an index of 171.2 in August, compared with 
165.7 for July and 140.9 for the corresponding month 
a year ago. These figures represent a percentage increase 
of 3.3% from July to August and 21.5% for the 12-
month period. 

The consumers' price index for moderate-income fami­
lies in all large cities was 143.7 in August, a general 
increase of nearly 2% over July and 11.1 % higher than 
the index for August of last year. 

The clothing price index was 159.7 on August 15, 
which was 1.1 % above the July index and 9.1 % higher 
than the index for August 1945. The fuel, electricity, 
and ice index stood at 113.7, 0.4% above July and 
only 2.1 % above the index for the comparable month 
a year ago. Housefurnishings were up 58.1 % from the 
1935-39 average; the increase from July to August was 
0.8%; and the year-to-year increase was 8.3%. The 
index for rents on August 15 stood at 108.7% of the 
1935-39 average. 

INDEXES OF CONSUMERS' PRICES JN THE UNITED STA'l'ES 

(1 93 5-39 ::;: 100) 

Source: Bureau of Labor S t atistics, U. S . Department of Labor 

Group 
Aug. 
1946 

ALL ITE MS ····--··········-······· 143.7 

Food ···-········---·····--··-··--- -···-- 171.2 
Clothing -·-··-···-·····--·--····-·-- 159.7 
Rent ···--··---·····-···-·····--·-·-·-·- 108. 7 
Fuel, electricity, and ice ... 113. 7 
Housefurnishings ----···--·-· 158. 1 
Miscellaneous ........................ 129.0 

•Index for rent not computed. 

July 
1946 

141. 0 

165.7 
157.9 

11'3.3 
156.9 
127.8 

Percent chang e 

Aug . 1946 Aug. 1946 
Aug. from from 
· 1945 Aug. 1945 July 1946 

129.3 + 11.1 + 1.9 

140.9 + 21.5 + 3.3 
146.4 + 9.1 +u 
111.4 + 2.1 + 0.4 
146.() + 8.8 + 0.8 
124.5 + 3.6 + 0.9 
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BAROMETERS OF TEXAS BUSINESS 
INDEX OF TEXAS DEPT AND APPAREL smRE SALES 
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