Rapoport to finance reforms
in Waco child care, education

Volunteers needed in drive to
better assist schooichildren
By MIKE WALLACE
Tribune-Herald staff writer
Calling education a drawbridge out of pov-

erty’s prison, Waco philanthropist Bernard i

Rapoport on Monday announced plans to re-
vamp Waco’s child-care system to give small
children a better chance at succeeding in
school — and life.

While launching a crusade during a speech
to the Rotary Club of Waco to recruit.1,000
adult tutors for Waco schoolchildren, Rapo-
port said his foundation, worth about $50 mil-
lion, plans to pump millions into Waco’s edu-
cational system over the next few years.

“We want to talk about public child-care
centers so that every newborn child and little
children will have good nutrition and won’t
just be housed,” Rapoport said. “So by the
time where they’re the age to go into Head
Start programs, they’ll be equipped to come.
And when they are ready for school . . . they’ll
know how toread.”

Martin Hassner, executive director of the
Bernard and Audre Rapoport Foundation,
said the foundation plans to organize a meet-
ing in January of all Waco child-care provid-
ers, both public and private, to try to come up

with standards for developmental child care. -

“We’ve been planning this now for three

months. We’re working the whole field in

care of kids,” Hassner said. “We’ll see if we
can’t find the way to reach standards to make
developmental child care possible. Then
we’ll see what the bill will be and how we’ll
get topay forit.”

Local philanthropist
Bernard Rapoport
challeng’es 1,000
adults to join his vol-
unteer tutormg cam-

paign.

As an immediate boost to the Waco. ed}ﬂca-
tional system, Rapoport said he is signing up
to tutor Waco schoolchildren and: wants*l999
others to goalong.

“We are going to try to get the bu
community ... men and women that would
devote time to disadvantaged children . he
said. “We're going to see if we can get 1 000
people to do that.”

The tutors, focusing on readmg and arlth-
metic, will be assigned to a spemﬁc school
and will help children having trquble With
those topics. Each volunteer will. spend”one
hour per week in their school, Rapoport said.

“One hour a week is anideal commltment ”
he said. “It means that for an hour you'are
committing yourself to helping one child, per-
haps helpmg him or her so much you cansave
their lives.”

Rapoport said he got the 1dea for the

. 1,000-tutor effort after visiting his grand-
_ daughter’s second-grade class. After reading

to a student, Rapoport said he asked the child

o read to him for a while, but quicklyreal-

ized that the second- grader still did not know
how toread.
Waco ISD Superintendent Fred Zachary

Please see TUTORS, Section Back

m, she added.

need adult 1nteractlon with our chil-
n terms of working one on one with
n when they are behind,” she said. “They
pat special additional attention that tu-
n give. In the long run, it means the
s of our children.”

ner said he hopes the 1,000 tutors all
recruited and assigned to a school by
ary. Rapoport seemed to have found an
iastic audience Monday, with many
ans leaving the meeting with tutor
forms in hand.

_ one of Rapoport’s
‘and added- that the recruitment Fe
‘drlve isa gréat g1f to the district.

S get: these people into the schools and -
'lnvolved with our kids on a one-to-one basis is
‘an inestimable value,” he said. “I think they
recognized the problem he described is a real
problem and we’re all part of the solution.”

Kay Metz, WISD coordinator of school and
community partnerships, will help match tu-
tors with schools. Waco’s five low-performing
campuses will get top priority in the pro-

about:_ $44 million — to his foundation. Under
the terms of the foundation, at least one-third
of the foundation’s income must be spent on
local projects.



