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After signing the Civil Rights Act of 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson
predicted that as his Democratic Party fully embraced racial equality, whites would flock
to Republicans across the South, i ncluding
expectation proved accurate. From the 1960s to the 1980s, the power of the Texas
Democratic Party declined as the national party took stances on issues such as civil
rights, the role of government, culture, and foreign policy that alienated many Texans an
contributed to the growth of the Texas Republican Party. The national Democratic
Partyodos | eftward shift became too much to be
the Republican Party, especially when led by the charming Ronald Reagan, more
appealng. Constant division within the state Democratic Party further weakened its
electoral success and led many conservatives to convert to the GOP. Texas itself
changed dramatically during these years, as job opportunities and warm weather attracted
Americans from all parts of the country to Texas. By the 1980s, the formerly rural,
Democratiedominated Texas had become an urbanizedpavty supeistate, on its way

to becoming a bastion of Republican political power.
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

The Civil Rights Act of 1964, a major | eg
presidency, outlawed racial segregatiopuilic venues. LBJ employed the totality of
his political acumen to ensure congressional passage of the bill. On July 2, 1964,
Johnson signed the legislation into law. Bill Moyers, a key White House aide, expected
to find Johnson in good spirits thatezing following the signing ceremony, but instead
the president appeared somber. LBJ predicte
think we just delivered the Southlto the Rep
Johnsonds f or arte. By thelatepl®60sytbedRepaldican Party
began making inroads in the once solidly Democratic South. The Reagan Revolution of
1980 demonstrated that the GOP had established itself in Dixie. In 1994, Congressional
Republ i cans 6 Co swept@aany southerh Demdcrate out of Vilashington
and solidified the GOP6s dominance of the So
down to state and local governments in the South, as southern Democrats abandoned the

party of Jefferson and Jackson foe party of Ronald Reagan and Newt Gingrich. The

1Bi | | D. Moyer s, A Wh a t WashirigteraPosNBvengberi dent W
13, 1988; and Nick KotzJudgment Days: Lyndon Baines Johnson, Martin Luther King
Jr., and the Laws that Changed Amer{tew York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005),
154.
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political realignment of the late twentieth century remains one of the more remarkable

developments in U.S. political history.

LBJO6s political l' i beralism profrmostndl y aff

of the twentieth century, Texasods dominant
names such as John Nance Garner, Sam Rayburn, and, of course, Lyndon Johnson. By

the end of the twentieth century and into the new millennium, Republicans named Phil
Gramm, Tom DelLay, and George W. Bush dominated the Lone Star State and shaped
national politics. What caused this dramatic political change in Texas? Was it the
Democratsd embrace of <civil rights, as LBJ
liberalisn? Was it his foreign policies? Did Texas really change at all, or was it the

national political parties themselves that changed?

Historiography of LBJ and His Legacy for Texas

Biographies of Lyndon Johnson focus primarily on larger themes retatesl,

P

political | iberalism, and the South and Sout

biography,Lyndon Johnson and His Timgsesents LBJ as a complicated figure
symbolizing the possibilities and limitations of twentieth century AmeriBallek

provides a sweeping narrative of Johnsonods

and over the course of his times. Al t hough

aut hor perceives Johnsonds r ol gnatohalliler i ngi ng

2Robert Dallek/one Star Rising: Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 19
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1991); and Robert Dalldawed Giant: Lyndon
Johnson and His Times, 198973(New York: Oxford University Press, 1998).
2
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as a significant success for the president a
of New Deal liberalism through the Great Society and fervent support of civil rights
forced the South to abandon its archaic racial mindset. FekD#iis remains
Johnsont6s greatest | egacy.

Hi st or i an Ra rLBJaArchitedsof AnWiocandAslditesimilarly
does not address the political <c¢limate of Te
val uabl e anal ysi s odalhistorgbeforeé thet1868s$Voopso | i t i cal a
presents Texas as a diverse land of contrasts. Conservatism persisted as the historic
political sentiment of Texas, as the majority of its residents consistently adhered to a
belief in the limited role of governmenthe Civil War and Reconstruction period soiled
t he Republican Partyodés i mage in most Texansao
dominance of the state. Wealthy oil barons, landowners, and business executives
controlled the conservative wing oftheDemogt i ¢ Party, which held m
political offices. In contrast to this conservatism, Woods acknowledges a progressive
wing of the Democratic Party, consisting of teachers, lawyers, ministers, and workers.
The two factions engaged inirjpartys r uggl es t o control the Lon
LBJ identified with aspects of both groups, and throughout his career sought to balance
their differing interests. Continuing this
and ethnic diversity, grding poverty amongst lavish wealth, and urban and rural

spheres. He notes: ATexas and Lyndon Johnso

3Rrandall B. Woods|.BJ: Architect of American AmbitigiNew York: Free Press,
2006).
3



caricatured beyond 4rTenceo cqaruitthioan bhbey iheivsetso rtihaarn s
background as a Texan and a southerner enabled the president to win passage of historic
civil rights legislation. With LBJ leading the civil rights fight, Texas and the South could
not claim outsiders forced racial ctgee upon the region. He was one of their own.
However, Woods notes that by the end of his time in the White House, Johnson lost the
support of many of his fellow Texans and southerners due to backlash against civil rights
and Black Power, economic insiiitly, and the Vietnam War.

Robert A. Caro has completed four books in his epic\imeme biography
calledThe Years of Lyndon Johnsoriror Caro, powe¥ both its acquisition and
employmenrd serves as the key themenfo€CaL8déswori ke
remain the most widelyead books on Johnson. However, several family members and
White House al umni have criticized Carods po
power. The Path to Powe1982) andVieans of Ascer{t990) especiél became
controversial for their depiction of Johnson as ruthless and amoral in his political rise.
However, Carobs recent writing®Mastrobthe Johnson
Senatg2002) characterizes LBJ as the greatest Senate majorigr ieafimerican
history, cajoling Congress in 1957 to pass the first civil rights legislation since

Reconstruction. As the Senate leader, Johnson began his quest to rid the South of racial

4bid., 5.

SRobert A. CaroThe Years of Lyndon Johnson: The Path to PgiNew York:
Knopf, 1983; Robert A. CaroThe Years of Lyndon Johnsdvieans of Ascer{iNew
York: Knopf, 1990; Robert A. CaroThe Years of Lyndon Johnsdvaster of the Senate
(New York: Knopf 2002; andRobert A. CaroThe Years of Lyndon Johnson: The
Passage oPower(New York: Knopf,2012).
4



bigotry. The Passage of Power2 01 2) det ai |l s &WBd@esidentatdappy vye

his dramatic ascension to the power of the presidency. Caro narrates that once in the

White House, LBJ utilized his political brilliance to help pass the Civil Rights Act of

1964 and launch the Great Society, representing the apex pdlitical career. Readers

|l ook forward to Carod6s final volume on LBJ.
Hi storian Wi lliam E. Leuchtenburg examine

with the South in his 2005 woikhe White House Looks SoftfThe historian presents

Texas as a unigustate possessing both southern and western attributes, which LBJ

exploited depending on political circumstances. Leuchtenburg explained, however, that

Johnson identified most closely with Texas i

everyone acknowlagkd that he was a Tex@mwhich might make him southern or

western or bBesideswacatiomrg atthisranch add sometimes dressing

the part of a cowboy, LBJ embraced Texas history, frequently speaking of the Alamo,

Goliad, and San Jacinto Ha#t in mythological terms. Yet the author argues that

Johnsonds i mage as a southerner rarely escap

to civil rights. When he first became president, civil rights leaders and liberals worried

about L BJ 0 stotlem camse. tWhen e embraced racial justice, southerners

excoriated Johnson as a traitor to his native region. Leuchtenburg maintains that many

bwilliam E. LeuchtenburgThe White House Looks South: Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Harry S. Truman, Lyndon B. Johns(@@aton Rouge: Louisiana State Univeydfress,
2005).

Ibid., 239.



Texans and southerners never forgave the president and loathed him to his dying day for
his support of wil rights.
In the Epilogue td’he White House Looks Soutie author assesses the
contemporary state of the region, especially noting its transformation from a Democratic
to Republican Party stronghold. While the southern GOP benefitted from northern
Republicans who moved south in the last three decades of the twentieth century, white
backlash against Democratic civil rights initiatives served as the primary reason for the
regionds political realignment, apuswed di ng t o
a southern strategy to attract disaffected whites in the South, and met with success.
Leuchtenburg argues that while racism remains a national problem, it is most intense in
the Sout h. The great irony dHepaditcdhnsonds ci v

conquest of the South by Republicans, as the president pretlicted.

8bal l ek and Woodso6s works remain the most
bi ographies of LBJ, yet other notable books
life and career. See Doris Kearhgndon Johnson and the Ameridaream(New York:
St. Martinds Gr i ff BigmDaddy féoih hé Pedefalas:ILyndbon Conk i n,
Baines Johnso(Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1986); Bruce J. Schulinamdion B.
Johnson and American Liberalism: A Brief Biography with Docum@uston: Belford
Books of St. Martinds LPBrJedsss ,T elx99s5 )Wh i Hael HKo.u sF
He ar t 6 s(Cotegenttation: Texas A&M University Press, 2088an J. Savage,
JFK, LBJ, and the Democratic Partlbany: State Universitpf New York Press,
2004) and Ricky Floyd Dobbs, ALyndon, We Hard|
of Modern Texas, 0 in Gregg CalonherSatPastsand EI i z
Memory and History in Texd€ollege Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2007),
220-41. ForLBJ and civil rights, see Robert Manfhe Walls of Jericho: Lyndon
Johnson, Hubert Humphrey, Richard Russell, and the Struggle for Civil Ritgs
York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 199@ulie L. PycioyLBJ & Mexican Americans:
The Paradox of PowdAustin: Universityof Texas Press, 199Mlick Kotz, Judgment
Days: Lyndon Baines Johnson, Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Laws That Changed
America(New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005and David C. Carteilhe

6



Historiography of 1960s Liberalism

Scholarly work on twentieth century liberalism would benefit from a study of

Texas and the Southods polwadtsi1lc9a8 Fhabecadki gnment .

Unraveling of America: A History of Liberalism in the 1968mains a critical study of
American liberalisn?. The author focuses on the successes and failures of the liberal

policies pursued by the Kennedy and Johnson administratiomgdha 1960s.

Mat usowbdbs chief contribution to the histori

policy during these years. Keynesian econo

money supply and a fiscal policy promoting deficit spending and taxagkisted as a
central aspect of liberal policy in the 1960s. Matusow notes that from 1950 to 1970 the
American Gross National Product steadily grew each year. Such good economic times

encouraged | iberals to bel.illpoeertytahdadcisnt, h e

cou

could be solved. Mat usow procl aims Johnson

triumph of liberalism. While many liberals had mixed feelings about LBJ personally,
they took his historic election as an emphatic endorsement ofiéandiberalism. The

author presents the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, Medicare,

Music Has Gone Out of the Movement: CRights and the Johnson Administration,
19651968(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009). For LBJ and foreign
policy, see George C. HerringBJ and Vietnam: A Different Kind of Wgkustin:

University of Texas Press, 1994); H. W. Brantlse Wages of Globalism: Lyndon
Johnson and the Limits of American Podew York: Oxford University Press, 1995);
and Lloyd C. GardneRay Any Price: Lyndon Johnson and the Wars for Vietnam
(Chicago:lvan R. Dee, 1995

9Allen J. Matusow;TheUnraveling of America: A History of Liberalism in the
1960s(New York: Harper & Row, 1984).
7
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and Medicaid as the finest moments of the Johnson presidency, and of liberalism itself in
the 1960s. However, the liberal euphoria did not sg| Civil rights moved into a new
stage marked by urban unrest and black nationalism, which fueled white backlash. War
on Poverty and Great Society welfare programs frequently became mired by bureaucratic
inertia and incompetence. A reliance on Keyaesconomics produced unbalanced
federal budgets and inflation. And above all else, the war in Vietnam drained human and
financial resources while polarizing the nation. By the late 1960s, liberalism in the
United States was dead, according to Matusow.

Irwin Unger explores the legacy of the Great Society in his 1996 DoelBest of
Intentions: The Triumphs and Faiks of the Great Society Und€ennedy, Johnson,
and Nixon As his title suggests, Unger presents a more positive account of the Great
Socigy, commending its shapers for their efforts to improve the quality of life in the
United States. Yet such praise does not prevent him from noting the disappointments of
liberalism. He argues that progressive reforms aimed at the educated middleiclass, s
as consumer protection laws, highway beautification, and endowments for the arts and
humanities, proved the most enduring. Howev
big, expensive programs that called forth the greatest White House effort ahd ligeh t , 0
namely Medicare, federal aid to education, and the War on Pd¥erty.

The Best of Intentiorsspecially focuses on the presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson.

Unger proposes that John F. Kennedyds New Fr

19rwin Unger,The Best of Intentions: The Triumphs and Failures of the Great
Society Under Kennedy, Johnson, and Nigdew York: Doubleday, 199610.
8



presidenf ound more interest in foreign policy,
Great Society. LBJ achieved historic victories in liberal reform during his early years in

the White House, but by the end of his presidency problems in bureaucratic
mismangement, not to mention Vietnam, undermined his programs. The author explains
that after the 1966 midterm elections, when Democrats experienced significant losses,
Johnson focused on preserving his Great Society policies rather than expanding them.
Howeve, his withdrawal from the presidential campaign of 1968 fostered some new
victories for liberalism, particularly in the Fair Housing Act. Unger provides a chapter on
the Great Societyob6s tenure during Richard
decentréization of government programs, giving more power to individual states.
Furthermore, his preference for the grand international stage, lack of interest in domestic
policies, and problems with Watergate, plus the entrenchment of Democrats in the federal
bureaucracy, ensured the survival of Great Society reforms.

H. W. Brands argues for the importance
with his 2001 booK he Strange Death of American LiberalisirBrands contends that
historically Americans have beenore predisposed to limited rather than active
government, and therefore rientieth century liberalism was an anomaly rather than
the norm. The few times Americans have accepted a larger role for their government
typically has been in times of intetional tension and war. Brands thus sees it as no

coincidence that the liberal reform of the Great Society era occurred during the tense

11H. w. Brand, The Strange Death of American Liberali@tew Haven: Yale
University Press, 2001).
9
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years of the Cold War. Engaged in an ideological struggle against Soviet communism,
Americans determined to proveetBuperiority of their way of life, and became more
willing to trust | iberalso6 efforts to amelio
When the Cold War consensus collapsed in Vietnam, and Watergate and subsequent
Congressional investigationssppvy ed t he duplicity of many of t
Americans lost confidence in their government and desired it again to possess a more
limited role. The Reagan revolution and eventual ending of the Cold War completed this
return to conservatismBr andso6s wor k reminds historians o
in shaping domestic politics in the United States.

Political scientist Sidney M. Milkis analyzes the Johnson White House in his
essay fiLyndon Johnson, t hefth&Mogdaant Soci ety, an
Presi &#&nany la@ar to Dall ek and Woods, Mil kis pr
heir to Franklin D. Rooseveltds New Deal. \
as the main policy left unfinished by the New Deal, and asalriticthe success of his
Great Society goals. Contrary to Leuchtenburg, Milkis claims that even before LBJ
entered the White House, the Democratic Party no longer solidly held the South, as
Republican presidential candidates Dwight Eisenhower and Ritheod received
significant support from the region in the 1952, 1956, and 1960 elections. Because of
this development, the author explains, Johnson recognized that the Democratic Party

needed the African American vote to remain competitive and thus $i@actpolitical

12 Sidney M. Milkis and Jerome M. Mileur, ed¥he Great Society and the
High Tide of Liberalisn{Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2005).
10



considerations for embracing civil rights. Johnson also knew the political risks for

Democratsodé support of civil rights. Mi | ki s

Democrats as beginning in the 1966 midterm elections, agysgigrést Democrats won

gubernatorial nominations in Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas, and Maryland. Furthermore,

conservative Republicans made impressive showings that year in congressional and state

el ections, notably with RaGaiforlia. Reagands el ec
Milkis illustrates additional changes in the Democratic Party during the 1960s

which significantly affected its future. Aside from splitting on civil rights, Democrats

bitterly divided themselves over the Vietham War. Moreover, LBJiesthat as some

civil rights leaders became increasingly militant and antiwar, disillusioned moderate

Americans would become more conservative and look to the Republican Party for new

leadership. Another important change in the party came about astafdise

integrated Mississippi Freedom Democratic Pa

convention in 1964. As part of a compromise with the group, Johnson promised that in

future conventions the national party would demand integrated state delsgdiidh

integration of delegations occurred in 1968, solidifying African American allegiance to

the party, but angering segregationist Democrats. Milkis contends that the growing

influence of the New Left, with its emphasis on community action and slisifu

executive power, further divided the Democratic Party.

11



Scholars Frances Fox Piven and Richard A. Cloward examine the political

rami fications of the Great Society8in thei

They too note the Democratic Partyod6s support

southern political realignment, but highligh

southerners. The G.O.P. took advantage of the backlash against civil rigtite &reéat
Society by appealing to an emerging conservatism in the country. Republicans especially
pursued a southern strategy to recruit support in Dixie. Richard Nixon and his
Republican presidential successors, particularly Ronald Reagan, cut fiordéwgat
Society programs and lambasted welfare policies. They often madewhildg racist
remarks about welfare recipients and the poor in attempts to galvanize conservative white
support in the South. These policies antagonized African Americangushed the
Republican Party further toward the right.

Similarly, political scientist Jerome M. Mileur provides several reasons for the

Democratic Partyds decline in the South

n

h

of New Deal“Hebbgrabi bm. describing the United

population shifts during the miiventieth century. During these years large numbers of
Americans moved from the North and Midwest to the South, Southwest, and West.
FrankI|l i n Roo0s evtohhadrsceine majoDsappdrt framonarthern urban
areas, and by the 1960s changing demographics meant that the Democratic Party needed

to keep and expand its support in the growing regions. The Republican Party possessed

131bid.

14pid.,
12



strength in the West and Southstieand population shifts boded well for its future.
Republicans viewed the conservative South as a region of great political potential.
Backlash against civil rights and the Great Society broke the Democratic coalition in the
Sout h and hsuppadrtthrobhgboutghe couryryd culminating in Richard

Ni xond6s 1968 el ection. The GOP embraced con
solidifying its control of the South. Mileur believes a critical aspect of the New Right
became conservatism towandil rights, and this development led many white

southerners to reject the Democrats. The author also notes that the growing diversity of
groups in the Democratic Party (such as minorities, feminists, antiwar activists, and the
New Left) alienated souéin conservatives. Republicans aggressively pursued a
southern strategy by proclaiming adherence to traditional values that rejected what they

perceived as the excesses of liberaiSm.

15F0r more scholarship on the fate of 1960s liberalism see also Steve Fraser and
Gary Gerstle, edsThe Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 193B0(Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1988yuce J. Schulmarmhe Seventies: The Great Shift in
American Culture, Society, and PolitigS8ambridge, Mass.: Da Capo Press, 2002);
Sidney M. Milkis and Jerome M. Mileur, ed¥he Great Society and the High Tide of
Liberalism(Amherst: University of MassachuseRgess, 2005Philip JenkinsPecade
of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties An{bléva York:
Oxford University Press, 2008Rick PerlsteinNixonland: The Rise of a President and
the Fracturing of AmericéNew York: Scribner, 2008); Sean Wilenihe Age of
Reagan: A listory, 19742008(New York: Harper, 2008David T. CourtwrightNo
Right Turn: Conservative Politics in a Liberal Ameri{g@ambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 2030Judith SteinPivotal Decade: How the United States Traded
Factories for Financen the Seventie@New Haven: Yale University Press, 201Q);
Brooks Flippen,Jimmy Carter, the Politics of Family, and the Rise of the Religious Right
(Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2014gvin J. McMahonNi x ondés Cour t : Hi
Challenge to Judicialliberalism and its Political Consequendghicago: University of
Chicago Press, 20);land Daniel T. Rodger#ge of FracturgCambridge, Mass.:
Belknap Press, 20).1

13



Historiography of LateTwentieth Century Southern Politics and Conatsm
Many valuable secondary sources evaluate the political shifts in the South during

the latter part of the twentieth century. Journalist Wayne Greenhaw suggests that
Republican conservatism became attractive to southerners in his 1982Iepb&ntsn
the Cottonfields: Ronald Reagan and the New Republican Southiting in the early
years of the Reagan presidency, Greenhaw attributes Republican success in the South to
the attractiveness of Ronald Reagan as a can
charisma appealed to southerners. Greenhaw describes the South as a conservative
region, and argues that Reagan became a master at lecturing about traditional values such
as family and religion. Reagan began speaking throughout the South in theat@60s,

his conservatism won supporters. The author explains that Reagan particularly contrasted

with Lyndon Johnson in the southern mind, as
puni shment in whitesdo views and Reyagands sin
ti me. Furthermore, Reagands image as a gent
backs | appi ng personality. Greenhaw writes: i L

eyes while RR [Ronald Reagan] was white; whether it was race, land, ideasneaHn
or generall” appearance. 0
Greenhaw notes civil rights as a significant factor in Republican insurgence in the

South, but describes it as a larger part of southern rejection of Democratic liberalism.

16wayne GreenhavElephants in the Cottonfields: Ronald Reagan and the New
RepublicarSouth(New York: Macmillan, 1982).

171bid., 12.
14



Many white southerners disdained Great Sociegyndmg policies which contributed to
the enlargement of a welfare state. By the early 1980s, the GOP capitalized on
conservativesO6 anxieties about a | arge feder
Republican Party of the Reagan years moved sharply togthie influenced by economic
conservatives, Christian fundamentalists, and military hawks, all groups who maintained
critical southern support.

The author describes Texasod0s growing embr
t wenti et h c elrights support plaied d large rotej butiGreenhaw reminds
readers that Democratic divisions went back to 1948, when Dixiecrats left the party over
the question of racial justice. While Texas stayed with the Democrats that year,
Dixiecrats receivedsomeppport in the state. LBJO6s fight
Allan Shivers in the 1950s for control of the state party further divided Texas Democrats,
and the state twice voted for Republican Dwight Eisenhower for president. While
Johnson carried hisoime state in 1964, Republican Barry Goldwater possessed
enthusiastic supporters in Texas, previewing an emerging New Right. The author claims
that during the 1970s Texas Republicans became better organized and, contrasting with
other southern states, sdiigo recruit support among conservative minority business
peopl e. The election of Bill Clements in 189
Reconstruction illustrated that the GOP no longer played second fiddle to the Democrats

in the Lone Star Gte.
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Political scientist Alexander P. Lamis researched southern political changes and
devoted significant attention to Texas in his 1988 bblo& TweParty Soutti8 Lamis
argues that the primary purpose of the-pagy South prior to the civil rights era
involved maintaining white supremacy in the region. Two political parties would allow
African Americans clout as whites appealed for their votes. Containing southern politics
in the Democratic Party ensured white control. The author explains thatghvs
destroyed Democratic dominance of the South, beginning in the late 1940s with President
Harry Trumandés gradual support and the 1948
efforts to pass civil rights legislation in 1964 and 1965. Lamis illtestrnat with the
success of the civil rights movement, the purpose of thgartg South, to ensure
segregation, failed, and thus Democratic dominance no longer became necessary. White
segregationists renounced their Democratic allegiances. The al#imas that by the
1970s, racial tensions, while still existent, abated as most southerners grudgingly
accepted the results of the civil rights movement. The Democratic Party held an uneasy
southern coalition of whites and blacks to elect native son Ji@amier president in
1976, but Carterodos ineffective | eadership an
group. By the 1980s, Republicans possessed a serious presence in the South.
Following his explanation of these developments in the South, Lraakes
curious remar ks about the uniqueness of Texa

size ensured distinction from other sout hern

18alexander P. LamisThe TweParty South{New York: Oxford University
Press, 1988)See also Alexander P. Lamis, éfguthern Politics in the 199(Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1999).
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number of African Americans, in comparison to the rest of the South, ladi& issues
being less paramount in the Lone Star State. He suggests that economics existed as the
primary focus for the Democratic Party. Texas Democrats divided between conservative
and liberal wings, with the conservatives maintaining greatest pdwaenis believes the
size and growing urbanization of Texas caused the state to be more concerned with
national rather than regional politics by the 1970s. Conservative Democrats became
increasingly frustrated with the liberal economic policies of theonak party, and
moved to the growing Texas Republican Party. Lamis provides a commendable reminder
that issues such as economics played a role in political realignment, but he mistakenly
downplays the role of civil rights, as Texas long possessed s gheacial tensions.
Political scientists Earl Black and Merle Black detail multiple reasons for
southern political realignment in their 2002 bddle Rise of Southern Republicdhs
They note the significance of white backlash against civil rights,laut like Greenhaw
and Lamis also stress that economics and religion encouraged the white South to move
toward the Republican Party. By the 1980s, most white southerners accepted integration
but supported the GOPOGs cseusssiecluding affirrvatve st anc e
action and busing. Furthermore, the partyos
influence from religious conservatives appealed to many whites in the South. The
authors propose that two critical events strengthened the Répi can Partyds pr e:

Dixie. In 1964, more white southerners voted for Barry Goldwater than Lyndon Johnson,

19 arl Black and Merle Black he Rise of Southern Republicg@ambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2002).
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beginning a trend of voting for Republican presidential candidates in the region that
continues to the present day. Secondly, in the 1980e southern whites identified as
Republicans than Democrats for the first tin
as president. The authors contend that Reag
abandon their loyalty to the Democratic fyawhich in turn translated into Republican
successes in southern congressional elections during the 1990s. Yet interestingly Black
and Black explain that both political groups are minority parties in the South, unable to
maintain a clear majority of tredectorate. They suggest that independent southerners
determine the outcomes of elections from year to year by which party they choose to
support.

Joseph Crespino creates a case study of Mississippi in the-1980s with his
2007 bookn Search of Andier Country: Mississippi and the Conservative
Counterrevolutio®® Cr espi no6s work revisits the southe
additional factors, such as changing demographics and economics, and their relation to
race, that current historiographyeslooks. The author argues that white Mississippians
gradually accepted integration but looked to the emerging conservative movement as a
vehicle for resisting further Dblack civil roi
efforts to retain tavexenpt status for private schools (many blatantly founded to prevent
integration) through a rhetoric lambasting secular liberalism for supposedly undermining

Christian traditionalism. Opposition to busing became another conservative cause in the

20Joseph Crespindn Search of Another Country: Mississippi and the
Conservative CounterrevolutigRrinceton: Princeton University Press, 2007).
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1970s. Cregpo extols us not to perceive Mississippi as an isolated backwater, but rather
embl ematic of the United Snedtietrecenfusy. Weonser vati
cannot deny the tremendous advances in equality made as a result of the civil rights
movenent, but the author raises the troubling question of whether the rest of the nation
actually became more like Mississippi and the South, reacting against civil rights and
embracing conservatism. Furthermore, the demographic boom in Sunbelt states like
Mississippi brought nosouthern Americans to the region, who likewise tended to adopt
conservatism by the 1980s.

Joseph E. Lowndes similarly expands upon the backlash thesis in his 2008 book
From the New Deal to the New Right: Race and the Southern Oofgiviedern
Conservatism! He suggests that rather than the Republican Party winning southern
dominance, the South itself conquered the GB&sides exploring the roles of political
figures such as Barry Goldwater, George Wallace, and Richard Nixon, Lowndes analyzes
how segregationist intellectuals, conservative publications likbl#tienal Review
fiction, and film welded racism with the NeRight. Racial backlash against the civil
rights movement played a crucial role in this development, but the author also seeks to

explain how conservatives linked racism with antistatism, law and order, and family

2130seph E. Lownde§rom the New Deal to the New Right: Race and the
Southern Origins of Modern Conservati@iiew Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press,
2008).
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values. The author argues that cons&ratriumphed in late twentieth century America

because of the nationalization of such southern charactettics.

22For morescholarshipn the rise of conservatism in the kaeentieth century
United States, s@dary C. BrennanTurning Right in the Sixties: The Conservative
Capture of the GORChapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 19%8n T.
Carter,From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative
Counterrevolution, 1963994 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1996);
Dan T. CarterThe Politics of Rage: George Wallace, the Origins of the New
Conservatism, and the Transformation of American Po)iffsed. (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State Universityress, 2000); Lisa Ma@, Suburban Warriors: The Origins
of the New American RigfPrinceton: Princeton University Press, 20@Rigk Perlstein,
Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the Unmaking of the American Congblesus
York: Hill and Wang, 2001)Bruce J. Schulmam,he Seventies: The Great Shift in
American Culture, Society, and PolitigS8ambridge, Mass.: Da Capo Press, 2002);

Thomas FrankVh at 6 s t he Matter with Kansas?: How Cq

America(New York: Metropolitan Books, 2004Ravid Lublin, The Republican South:
Democratization and Partisan Chanferinceton, N.J.: Princeton University Press,

2004); Donald T. CritchlowRP hy I | i s Schl afly and Grassroots

Crusade(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005); Kevin M. KriMgiite Flight:
Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservati@mnceton: Princeton University Press,
2005); Philip Jenkind)ecade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of
Eighties AmericgNew York: Oxford University Press, 2006); Matthewssiter,The
Silent Majority: Suburban Politics in the Sunbelt SoRhinceton: Princeton University
Press, 2006)vlichael McHugh,The Second Gilded Age: The Great Reaction in the
United States, 1973001 (Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, 2D08atasha
Zaretsky,No Direction Home: The American Family and the Fear of National Decline,
19681980(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 200Rick Perlstein,
Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing of Am¢Neav York: Scibner,
2008);Sean WilentzThe Age of Reagan: A History, 192@08(New York: Harper,
2008);Bruce J. Schulman and Julian E. Zelizer, ddghtward Bound: Making America
Conservative in the 197¢€ambridge: Hrvard University Press, 2008); Steven P.
Miller, Billy Graham and the Rise of the Republican S¢Bttladelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2009); Bethany MorefanServe God and Walart: The Making
of Christian Free Enterpris€Cambridge, MassHarvard University Press, 2009avid
T. Courtwright,No Right Turn: Conservative Politics in a Liberal Amer{Gambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2010)dith SteinPivotal Decade: How the United
States Traded Factories for Finance in theventie$New Haven: Yale University Press,
2010); Daniel K. WillamsGod 6 s Own Party: The MAdnwi ng of
York: Oxford University Press, 2010); Glenn Feldman, Bdinting Dixie Red: When,
Where, Why, and How the South Became RegartGainesville: University Press of
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Hi storiography of Texaso6s Political
What little research historians have conducted about the fate of the Democratic
Party inTexas remains commendable. In 1949, government scholar and native Texan, V.
O. Key, Jr., completed a massive study of southern politics, detailing his analysis state by
state. Key stressed the uniqueness of Texas, arguing the state more western than
souhern, due to fewer African American citizens, as well as having a politics dominated
by economic interests. Key noted: fnAThe Lone
how to make it, about oil and sulfur and gas, about cattle and dust storms arnidnrrigat
about cotton and banking and Mexicans. 0 The
particularly in South and West Texas, also c
jefes or bosses, forcefully told them how to vote. The author discussedatexlibattles
between conservative and liberal factions in the state Democratic Party, which typically
boiled down to economic issues, although polarizing personalities sometimes played a
role, such as in the careers of Governors James E. Ferguson aedéeN.I0O6 Dani e |
Additionally, controversy over national Democratic candidates, most notably seen with
the Texas Regulars bolting the party in oppo

fourth term in 1944, illustrated the potential of voters becomiegigential Republicans

Florida, 2011); J. Brooks Flippedimmy Carter, the Politics of Family, and the Rise of
the Religious RightAthens: University of Georgia Press, 201devin J. McMahon,
Ni xonds Court: Hi s @ibnmaand ite Politieal Gormsequencds c i a | Lib
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2QldrndDaniel T. Rodgersige of Fracture
(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press, 2011)
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while maintaining local and state allegiance to the Democratic Party. Key concluded that
such factors could portend an eventual-praoty state in Texass.
Historian Roger M. Olien studies the growth of the G.O.P. in Texas in his 198
work From Token to Triumph: The Texas Republicans Since.Z9@lien primarily
focuses on the details of specific elections during the twentieth century and makes few
comments as to why Republicans encountered success in the state. He notes Dwight
Eissmhower 6s winning of Texas in 1952 as a key
former governors Coke Stevenson and Allan Shivers, as well as strident anticommunist
Martin Dies, joined Democrats for Nixon and lent their conservative prestige to the
Repubican cause. Olien also concludes that an influx of northern and midwestern
Republicans moving to Texas cities during thetmiddent i et h century ai ded
growth in the state. The Republican Partyos
and sate issues caused lieinded Democrats to leave the party. Texas Republicans
became better organized by the 1970s and attracted such disillusioned Democrats.
John R. Knaggs details the growth of the Texas Republican Party in his 1986
work Two-Party Texas: The John Tower Era, 194898425 Knaggs argues that Senator

John Tower 6s greatest | egac-yartyoeompattiongh hi s cen

23y. 0. Key, Jr.Southern Politics in State and Natifew York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1949), 2545,

24Roger M. OlienFrom Token to Triumph: The Texas Republicans Since 1920
(Dallas: SMU Press, 1982).

25John R. Knaggslfwo-Party Texas: The John Tower Era, 198384 (Austin,
Tex.: Eakin Press, 1986).
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Texas politics. The author admits his bookad
Knaggs himselferved as a key supporter of Tower and the Texas Republicans during
these studied years. Yet despite these weakndsgefarty Texasontains valuable
reference material. Knaggsds contention tha
conservatives from tlreparty, encouraged Republican efforts to establish a viable two
party system helps us further understand TexX
discussion of 1972 court rulings establishing the-ima®, onevote redistricting patterns.
TwoParty Texasbr i ngs a Republican perspective of tF
State.

Sociologist Chandler Davidson contemplates the conclusions of V. O. Key, Jr.,
and examines their relevance to Texas politics in the 1980s in hisRaoekand Class in
Texas Politics?® While Key surmised that class and economic issues would lead to a
two-party system in Texas, Davidson concludes that in actuality race became the more
critical i mpetus for the stateds political r
made by African Americans during the 1960s and 1970s and embraced the racial
backlash and southern strategy pursued by the Republican Party. The author also
highlights the significance of Christian fundamentalism in attracting Texans to the GOP.
Furthermoe, Davidson discusses the liberal conquest of the Texas Democratic Party at
the 1976 state convention and the increasing racial diversity of the group, which pushed

many conservatives to the RepublicaRace and Class in Texas Politissaa

26Chandler DavidsorRace and Class in Tex®&slitics (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1990).
23



commendablexiological study of the Lone Star State, emphasizing the primary role of
race in its politics.

Kenneth Bridges argues that the gubernatorial election of 1978 marked a critical
turning point i n Texas 0 slTwilghbtbfihe Exasa | hi story i
Democrats: The 109Iit8isiBmnaet yeardrepddicar? anally
overcame a century of Democratic control of
Clements defeated John Hill. The author notes multiple reasons for such a pqgetal u
including changing demographic trends in Texas and divisions within the Democratic
Party. John Hill, Texas attorney general, failed to unify a Democratic Party almost
hopelessly divided. Hill, a moderate, challenged the incumbent conservativagover
Dol ph Briscoe, Jr., for the Democratso 1978
contest. The author explains that many Briscoe Democrats refused to support Hill and
instead aided Clements. The episode served as yet another example obtite hist
divisions among conservative, moderate, and liberal Democrats in Texas. On the
national stage, President Jimmy Carter had become widely unpopular in Texas as a result
of his economic and oil regulation policies, which placed Hill in the difficulitipmsof
having to distance himself from the Democrat in the White House. Bridges also notes
significant economic and demographic changes among the citizenry, proposing that by
1978 Texas existed fnas 4 SinteWaldWar lJindustoyan i ndus

and manufacturing had replaced agriculture a

2/Kenneth BridgesT wi | i ght of the Texas Democrats:
(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2008), 21.
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factor, causing increased urbanization. The population of Texas grew tremendously in
the midtwentieth century, and newcomers from outside the state browgght th
Republican political allegiances with them. Republicans historically possessed more
clout in Texas cities, while Democrats dominated the countryside. Urbanization in the
state strengthened the Republicans at the expense of rural Democrats. Brictgesup
that Republicans steadily had been narrowing the gap with Democrats in gubernatorial
el ections since the 1960s, illustrating the
demographic changes.
William S. Clayson conducts a case study of the &ffet1960s liberal policy on
Texas in his 2010 bodkreedom is Not Enough: The War on Poverty and the Civil
Rights Movement in Tex&% While his book primarily is an organizational history of
groups such as the Community Action Program, Clayson commentst he st at eod s
political changes since the 1960s. He perceives Texas as both a southern and a western
state due to its significant population of African Americans and Mexican Americans.
Like previous scholars, Clayson sees suburbanization and the eceeajéne Sunbelt
as critical for the burgeoning Texas Republican Party, which exploited racial resentments
to attract conservatives. The author presents the state Democratic Party as plagued by
factions during the late 1960s and 1970s, as militant Tgjaddlack activists
guestioned its goals and white conservatives increasingly viewed the War on Poverty as

synonymous with the civil rights movement. Texas Republicans recruited some

28\vjilliam S. ClaysonfFreedom is Not Enough: The War on Poverty dred
Civil Rights Movement in Tex&&ustin: University of Texas Press, 2010).
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Hispanics by playing upon their tensions with African Americans, andthw® support of
conservative Democrats who had grown weary of civil rights struggles supported by their
national party. Like Davidson, Clayson contends that race served as the crucial factor in
changing Texasods political dynami cs.

The most complete alyais to date of recent Texas political history is Sean P.
Cunni nghamoGwhyCbisentatsm: K exas and the Rise of the Modern
Right Cunningham focuses on how Texanso0 per ce
parties changed from the early 1960sthu gh Ronal d Reagandés el ecti
aut hor argues that the GOP wultimately won Te
conservatism, 0 or fAthe i mage of a conservat.i
Reagan, championing 6l awaandmp Ofdaaimgd 6 6 &Gpdai n
pat r i é&tCowbay Coneervatisstudies many of the important events of these
years, such as the uprisings of the 1960s, Sharpstown and Watergate scandals, various
presidential elections, economic uncertainties, and growtieateligious right. Notable

individuals appear, including Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, John Tower, Jimmy

293ean P. Cunninghar@owboy Conservatism: Texas and the Rise of the Modern
Right(Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky, 2010), 5. See also Jeff Roche,
ACowboy Cm:mgreRlansaPolitics, 19339720 (Ph. D. di ss. , Uni
New Mexi co, 2001) . Roche examines the Texas
Democratic to Republican Party support, as its residents reacted against civil rights and
antiwar protestorswhoafnded t heir fAcowboy conservati sm.
utilize the phrase ficowboy conservatismo in
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Carter, and most prominently, Ronald Reagan. Cunningham initiates an important

dialogue which | hope to continue and to expand in this disserfatio

30For more scholarship specifically on Texas history during this era, see also
George N. Gree he Establishment in Texas Politics: Thénitive Years, 1938957
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1979); Don E. Carl®ed, Scare!: Right
wing Hysteria, Fifties Fanaticism, and Their Legacy in Te}asstin: Texas Monthly
Press, 1985); D. B. Hardeman and Donald C. BaRagburn: ABiography(Austin:
Texas Monthly Press, 1987); David MontejaAaglos and Mexicans in the Making of
Texas, 1834.986(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1987); James Restod,h#r.|.one
Star: The Life of Joh@onnally(New York: Harper & Row, 1989); Sukolleson
Rinehart and Jeanie R. Stanl&aytie and the Lady: Ann Richards, Gender, and
Politics in TexagAustin: University of Texas Press, 1994); Don E. CarlefoBreed So
Rare: The Life of J. R. Parten, Liberal Texas Oil Man, 18982 (Austin: Texas State
Historical Association, 1998); Doug Rossinoie Politics of Authenticity: Liberalism,
Christianity, and the New Left in Ameriffdew York: Columbia University Press, 1998);
Patrick CoxRal ph W. Yar bor ou g l{Austint niverdyofcTexhse 6 s Se n a't
Press, 2001); Kenneth Bendrickson, Jr., Michael L. Collins, and Patrick Cox, eds.,
Profiles in Power: TwentietiCentury Texans in Washingt@Austin: University of Texas
Press, 2004); Ricky F. Dobbsgellow Dogs and Republicans: Allan Shvand Texas
Two-Party Politics(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2005); Linda
ScarbroughRoad, River, And Ol'boy Politics: A Texas Country's Path from Farm to
SupersuburlfAustin: Texas State Historical Association, 20A5qry A.Keith,
Eckhadt: There Once Was a Congressman from Té&astin: University of Texas
Press, 2007 DaveMcNeely and Jim HendersoBpb Bullock: God Bless Texé&ustin:
University of Texas Press, 2008ryan BurroughThe Big Rich: The Rise and Fall of
the GreatestTexas Oil FortunegNew York: Penguin Books, 2009®Brian McCall,The
Power of the Texas Governor: Connally to B@&hstin: University of Texas Press,
2009; Patrick L. Cox and Michael Phillip§he House Will Come to Order: How the
Texas Speaker Becam®awer in State and National Politi¢dustin: University of
Texas Press, 201Q)udith N. McArthur and Harold L. Smith,e x as Thr ough Wo men
Eyes: The Twentiet@entury ExperiencfAustin: University of Texas Press, 2010);
David MontejanoQu i x ot ieré: & LaSab Hlistiory of the Chicano Movement, 1966
1981 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 201B)jan D. BehnkenFighting Their Own
Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in
Texag(Chapel Hill: University of drth Carolina Press, 20%land Jan Reid,et the
People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richapgstin: University of Texas Press,
2012).
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Argument and Conclusisn

The previous discussion regarding the his
from Democratic to Republican Party dominance in the late twentieth century
demonstrates the need for further research into this subject.acheherally have
argued that civil rights served as the primary factor in ending southern Democratic Party
rule. Clearly, a variety of developments, from civil rights to economic policies to
demographic shifts to cultural issues to foreign affairsdoiinv i dual candi dat es?o
personalities, caused political changes in Texas. Were civil rights the overriding issue in
Texas though? What role did other events, both during and after the LBJ years, play in
the fate of the Texas Democratic Party? How uniqdei®$ is it southern, western,
both, or neither? Exploring these questions could illuminate the political histories of
Texas, the larger South and Southwest, and the United States.
Political scientists and journalists wrote most of the previouslyidsgd works
on Texas political history, and | believe this story would benefit from being told with a
hi storiands point of view. The historian co
cultural, and economic perspectives to provide a more completegpattthe subject.
An understudied iIissue in Texasods political c
politics. How did LBJ6s handling of the Vie

strident anticommunism of Ronald Reagan designed to appshlt®southerners, who
are historically more militaristic than other Americans? Furthermore, what did the new,
more egalitarian, Texas Democratic Party look like? What did this mean for the Lone

Star State? How much did Texans really change at albnioketheir political labels?
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The following dissertation seeks to answer these questions and to tell the story of
Texas politics since the 1960s. | argue that the direction of the national Democratic
Party, on issues such as civil rights, the role of government, culture, and faskayn p
led to a transformation of the Texas Democratic Party and contributed to the growth of
the Texas Republican Party. Furthermore, old divisions within the state Democratic
Party weakened its power, and by the 1980s, no longer could be overcome.

Many years ago, LBJ predicted the downfall of the Democratic Party in the South,
believing civil rights the potential <cause.
region, and in his native Texas, but the reasons for this development remaineghless cl
Civil rights played a major rol e. Many Texa
legislation, but ultimately most whites accepted equal public accommodations and ballot
access by the 1970s. However, urban unrest, affirmative action, and pusved even
more challenging for conservative Texans, many of whom believed the national
Democratic Party had become too involved in the struggle for racial equality. Sadly,
underlying racism persisted among many white Texans.

Other factors emerged tontribute to the defeat of Democrats. The Johnson
administrationdés Great Society programs ali e
expanding the size of government. For many Texans, government seemed to bloat on
their tax dollars more each year, pvadter Johnson had long left the White House.

Additionally, by the 1970s, controversial cultural issues such as abortion, the feminist

movement, gay rights, crime and punishment, and the role of religion in society pushed
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Texans to the Republican Parntyhich offered more traditional positions on such heated
topics.

LBJ fervently believed in the necessity of his civil rights and Great Society
policies, and recognized their potential political risks. He did not foresee, though, that
the Vietnam War, theentral foreign policy crisis of his presidency, also would cause
conservative Americans, particularly southerners and Texans, to renounce their
Democratic Party Il oyalties. Johnsonds Vietn
country, and in thgears following his exit from the White House, Democrats became
increasingly hostile to aggressive foreign p
Republican successors Richard Nixon and Rona
angered many Texans,whoound t hemsel ves more supportive
international relations.

The national Democratic Partyodos embrace o
controversial cultural issues, and a less aggressive foreign policy proved anathema for
many Texan®y the 1970s and 1980s. The factionalism that had plagued the state
Democratic Party for so long finally became too much for conservatives to bear,
especially once moderates and liberals controlled the Texas party machinery. Most
joined the rapidly growmg state Republican Party and supported its morentiikkeled
conservative platform.

Furthermore, Texas experienced remarkable economic and demographic changes
during these years. The Texas economy boomed as the state received incentives and

defense camacts from the federal government, in no small part due to President Johnson
30



and his supportive Texas Congressional delegation. State officials in Austin similarly
labored to attract businesses to the Lone Star State. From the 1960s through the 1980s,
Texas completed its postwar transition from a rural and agriculbassd region to a
highly urbanized and economically diverse sugtate wielding a powerful influence on
national affairs. The Lone Star State emerged as a critical part of the expdnied)y
States Sun Belt, as job opportunities and warm weather brought thousands of new
Americans to Texas. Many of these new Texans were Republicans who had no loyalties
to the state Democratic Party. In this era Texas changed not only politicallisdut a
economically and culturally.
Johnsoné6és civil rights, Great Society, an
transformation in modern American politics. Many white southerners and conservatives
across the country aligned themselves with the Republican Raotycurrently however,
Democratic support of civil rights strengthened the allegiance of African Americans and
other minorities to Johnsond6és party. Amer i c
the party of conservatism and Democrats as the pariyavalism. Conservative
Democrats and | iberal Republicans became rar
understood the dynamics of politics better than most, and he expected his policies to
cause problems for his party, especially in the Soktren he would be surprised though
had he lived to see the transformation in American politics resulting from his
administrationds turbulent years in power.

historically politics has been passionate, discouragingattiches, larger than life,
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provides an enthralling case study for contemplating American politics in the late

twentieth century.
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CHAPTER 2

A Pward to the Great Society :
LBJ, Texas, and the White Housel19601965

In a 1964 study of Texas politics, three scholars from the University of Texas

noted the transitions emerging in the state

on the rise, the Confederate tradition fading, minority groups increasagilgss, cattle

and oil challenged by industry and commerce, urbanizatiors a dynamic and
dramatic development, politically as wel
that the continued factionalism of the state Democratic Party woutdeagtowth of
Texasds Republican Party, especially if
event would push conservatives to the GOP in droves, they contended.

As the above study illustrates, the 1960s were a time of major changes in Texas,
pdlitically, economically, and socially. The decade marked the apogee of the Texas
Democratic Party and its power. Governor John Connally and his rising star protégé Ben
Barnes rode large in Austin at the statehouse, and most importantly, Texas hsd its fir
native son in the White House in Lyndon Baines Johnson, an individual who dominated

national politics like few presidents before or since.

1james R. Soukup, Clifton McCleskey, and Harry Hollovi@arty and Factional
Division in TexagAustin: University ofTexas Press, 1964), xviii, 66.
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LBJ as Vice President, and the Rise of John Tower

Johnson had wielded vast power as&e majority leader dung the 1950s, and
hoped to be the Democratic nominee for president in the 1960 election. However,
Senator John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts won the nomination and asked LBJ to serve
as his running mate. Many Texans expressed shock when LBJ accepted Kedre o f f er .
Some felt that Johnson should not settle for the number two position, while others had
trouble reconciling themselves to backing Kennedy as president, given the Massachusetts
senatorodos more | iberal poli tLBJads vpreoums® ga® da nh
close ally John Connally remembered the reaction among several Texans, particularly
during and i mmedi ately after the national <co
Johnson supporters forever but were now livid with rage, and curnseasha double
dealer, a |li&@aBenaBdraeypacreirteontempl at ed:
so divisive, in fact, that some have argued that the downfall of the Texas Democratic
Party can be tr3ced to that moment. 0

Yet Kennedyfddhnsengrovedatprudent mave in ultimately unifying
the Democratic Party toward a victorious election. Especially critical, LBJ helped
Kennedy carry Texaso0s el ectoral votes. Year
Johnsonds pretsemare Kennnmnecky ttilce&kepresi dency.

mind that the Democrats would have lost in 1960 without Lyndon Johnson. ... Texas

2JohnConnalIyl n Historyds ShadoM®™ewYark: Ameri can O
Hyperion, 1993), 166.

3Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building: Tales of a Political Life, from LBJ
through George W. Bush and Beyd@Adbany, Tex.: Brigh Sky Press, 2006), 41.
34



was, and is, essentially a conservative state. General Eisenhower carried it twice. It had

become fashionable tmte Republican nationally and Democratic locally. A great many

Texans had been for Nixon for President and Johnson for séretdrtheir favorite

senator had tipped the sca‘ es against their
In his memoirs Barnes writes of higefegs the day following the Kennedy

Johnson ticketds victory. nlt was a clear N

Democratic Party was set to begin its extraordinary run of power throughout the next

decade. Lyndon Johnson was the vice president, Democrats had huge majorities in

both houses of the Texas | egislature, and Sa

However, Barnes could not help but feel some regret for failing to recognize nascent

changes occurring on the Texas politicansee. I n 2006 he reflected:

together, and keeping it strong, should have been one of the main goals for Texas

Democrats during these years. But at that time, with such a weak Republican presence in

Texas, it just dsindchoftanythiegeaonwortyiadow. Irt hmasighe, w

t hough, the Democratsd6 eventual -dwayas of Tex a

party wunity in thé | ate 650s and early 060s.
Indeed, this development began in a moment of Democratic triumphndsri.y

Johnson6és election to the vice presidency me

simultaneously had run for election as vice president and for a new Senate term in 1960,

which he won rather handily. Once inaugurated as vice president irl8&dlyJohnson

4john Connallyl n Hi st or, s Shadow

SBen BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building42-43.
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resigned his Senate seat. According to Texas law, the governor would appoint a
temporary senator until a new election would be held to choose a permanent replacement
for the unexpired term. Few Texans could have guessed that this develomukeh
lead to their first Republican senator since Reconstruction and mark the dawn of a two
party system in the Lone Star State.
A five-foot-six, a thirtyfive year old government professor from Wichita Falls,
John Tower had challenged LBJ in the 1g@@eral election, criticizing him for running
for two offices at once. He made an impressive showing, garnering almost 42 percent of
the vote. After Johnsondés election to the v
knowing that he soon would hagaother opportunity to run for the open Senate seat.
Texas Governor Price Daniel appointed Wil
Senate seat until the special election. A millionaire from Dallas, Blakley had served
without distinction in such a tgmorary position in 1957. He held staunchly conservative
views, and upon taking Texasods open Senate s
Weaver, an African American Kennedy administration nominee, at a confirmation
hearing. Liberal Texas Democrats lvad that another Texas governor had sent Blakley
to the Senate, a man they viewed as a racist tied to the conservative estabfishment.
The BlakleyTower race for the U.S. Senate highlighted what had become a
recurring problem for Texas Democrats that ldaanly grow worse in the ensuing years:

deep divisions within the party. H. M. Baggarly served as editor of the wéekdy

6David RichardsOnce Upon a Time in Texas: A Liberal in the Lone Star State
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 200223
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Herald and wrote frequent columns on Texas politics. A staunch supporter of the
national Democratic Party, Baggarly often founohself at odds with his fellow residents
of Tulia, a town of about four thousand located between Amarillo and Lubbock.

Nevertheless, he retained a strong reputation as a respected editorialist. In the contest to

fill LBJOSs Vvacat euppoed thamoderate €angressnralyg ar | y
Wright, who ultimately failed to make the ru
bet ween Tower and Blakley is Towerdés honesty
running as ’a Republican. o

In the specialelectono f i |l |l the vice presidentodos vac

liberals refused to support the Democrat Blakley, whose rabid conservatism they found

insulting. Blakley and Tower made the runoff, defeating more moderate and liberal

candidates Progressivedreamed that their conservative Party brethren would eventually

join the GOP, creating a Texas of conservative Republicans and liberal (or national)
Democrats.The Texas Observethe iconoclastic magazine of liberals, urged its readers

to support Repuidan John Tower instead of Blakley in the runoff, arguing that a GOP

victory would help speed the process of Texas becoming atrulptwad t y st at e. n O
rare circumstances can the will of Texas liberal Democrats be expressed through the state
Democrdic Party. The reason is quite clear: the party is controlled by provincial

Di xi ecrat conservatives in 6conservatived ye

doused in oil, in modebservee oyndg a mau.ea: TNICoO nescirt

/H.M.Baggarly fAThe Country Editor, o March 30,
ed., The Texas Country Democrat: H. M. Baggarly Surveys Two Decades of Texas
Politics (San Angelo, Tex.: Anchor Publishing, 1970), 4838
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Denocrats primarily concerned with exercising power within the state will never leave
the Democratic Party as long as they control it, no matter how unsympathetic they remain
toward the Trumans and Stevensons and Kennedys and toward the aims and objectives of
the modern Democratic Party. o The editorial
party from the dead weight of the Dixiecrats, of whom Blakley is an unerring symbol;
Republicans want to reorient Texas conservatism into a source of greaterestge p
At the intersection of these two basic objec
Ben Barnes | ater criticized such practice
mi stake the Texas Democratic Party tamade duri
to devour each other in fits of spite, allowing the Republicans to gain vital footholds in
the state. 0 Barnes especially stressed the
only one man, and this was onHathiswaciog el ecti on
meant to Republicans in Texas. Up to that point, the history of the Texas Republican
Party was a |l ong tale of futility and woe.
Republicans had °pried open the door. o
Tower himself tied Blakley tthe Kennedy administration, which had become
unpopular in Texas. Even though Blakley was no friend of the Kennedy administration,
his position as a Democrat aligned him with the White House in the minds of many

Texans. Tower r e c adtrdategydinvolvad hblding mywenseovatives : A Ou r

8i A Vot e fTexasObsewaMay 20, 1961, in ChiaMiller, ed.,Fifty
Years of the Texas Obser&an Antonio, Tex.: Trinity University Press, 2004), 63l

9Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building49-50.
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base while continuing to paint Blaki@ywho was just as conservative as | &vass an
ally of the Kennedys. This forced Blakley to run against his own president, and that in
turn alienated moderate and liberal Demacti°s . 0
Tower beat Blakley by just over ten thousand votes. Pundits and newspapers
| abeled his victory a Afluke. 0 Tower | ater
a political accident, a fluke that had resulted from a confluence of mistakes,
m sjudgments, and mishaps. o0 However, the ne
cl oseness of his victory. Al knew that al th
Republican Party was still a beleaguered minority. There was a lot of work to be done in
order to turn a temporary coalition of Republican loyalists, disaffected conservative
Democrats, and maverick liberals into a permanent alliance. Years of effort would be
needed before thidg! peculiar mixture jelled.o
While H. M. Baggarly had encouragegdshi r eader s to fAgo fishing
runoff between Bl akley and Tower, he found T
his election would convince Texas Democrats to nominate moderate, rather than right

wing, candidates in the future. Heexclaid: A The campaign to el ect

1030hn G. TowerConsequences: A Personal and Political Men(Bston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1991), 20.

14pid., 2324,
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Lyndon Johnson in the U.S. Senate has been another nightmare on the Texas political
scene. . . . Tower has only the stlupidity o
Meanwhile, in Washington, Lyndon Johmsgerved as a loyal vice president to
JFK, but found the position difficult after years of enjoying absolute power as Senate
majority leader. Being second indeed was a challenge, and he did not always get along
well with some of Kess) aseiceyprésdeny LBd éesotedly Never t he
supported the president, even when some of his stances encountered criticism in Texas.
For instance, Johnson counseled Kennedy on how to approach southerners on the
question of civil rights. He told Theodore C. Soreen, one of the presi de
that JFK should raise the morality of the civil rights cause with southerners. LBJ
explained to Sorensen that if Kennedy fAgoes
states the moral issue and the Christian issné he does it face to face, these
southerners at | east respect his courage. T
i ssue of xonscience. 0
The most serious political problem, however, which plagued Texas Democrats in
the early 1960s, remained/sion within the party. The vice president and Senator
Ralph Yarborough, the champion of Texas liberals, had feuded since the 1950s, and the
two repeatedly clashed over the issue of patronage. As second in line to the presidency,

LBJ argued that he shital have prerogative over choosing which Texans would fill

124 . M. Baggarl vy, AThe Country Editor, o Ju
The Texas Country Democydi9297.

13Merle Miller, Lyndon: An Oral BiographyNew York: Ballantine Books,
1980), 37475.
40



federal judgeships and other administration
senator, emphatically objected. That Johnson had led the conservative to moderate wing
of the state party, wla Yarborough had spoken for the liberal side, increased tensions
further. In early 1962, Baggarly lamented the continued divisions in the state Democratic
Party, and particularly urged LBJ and Yarbor
conservatve and | i berals to support the state par
over . He warned: fATexas Democrats must | ear
disunited is to invite the radicals, the Birchers, the way outers, the ultras of the
Republican Pa¥Wty to take over.o

In 1962, Texans elected John Connally as governor. Connally, a conservative
Democrat, had worked for LBJ for years before becoming secretary of the navy in 1961.
Johnson and Connally long had been close friends and poofalsallies, and the new
Texas governor seemed to possess all the political acumen of his mentor. Connally also
clashed as much, if not more, with Ralph Yarborough. The Conviallyorough feud
would represent and define the deep disunity that embrbiée@iexas Democratic Party
into the 1970s.

In the meantime, John Tower quickly made a name for himself in Washington as
a stalwart spokesperson for conservatism. Texas Republicans looked to Tower as a
hopeful sign that their party had a future in the ¢ @tar State. Tower modeled himself

after his close friend Barry Goldwater, the unapologetically conservative senator from

144. M. Baggarly, dafdarg11Cl662mEugerye WEIbries, or , O
ed.,The Texas Country Democya98-200.
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Ari zona. Gol dwater even wrotA&Praglamfoi nt r oduct
Conservatives based on t he h&eanrdxritiqusseoitle Kenmedys s peec
administrationt>

Tower 06s rise encouraged Texas Republicans
of 1962, Lawrence Goodwyn, an editor for Texas Observexrho would later become
one of the preeminent historians of Amand?opulism, noted emerging Republicanism
in Texas at grassroots | evel s. AThe emer gen
precinct organizations in mediusized cities, small towns, and even rural areas will keep
newly arrived Republicans gluedttte GOP for state raa@sn contrast to the old
conservative custom of voting Democratic in the spring and Republican in presidential
elections. Together with the increasing muscle of the liberals, this really kills theeold
conservative Democratic $tee ma &hi ne. 0

I n another hel pful devel opment for Republ
national administration remained tenuous throughout the Kennedy presidency, especially
due to JFKOGs growing support of tratieg ci vi | roi
among Texans declined from 76 percent in February 1962 to 50 percent in September
1963. The president had called for Congress to pass sweeping civil rights legislation
during the summer of 1963. Some 42 percent of Texans disapproved of thenptegide

performance by this later date. However, approximately eight out of ten Mexican

1530hn G. TowerA Program for Conservativedlew York: MacfadderBartell,
1962).

16LawrenceG o o d wyn, ANew ShapksasObeervgdrexas Pol i ti
December 13, 196X Char Miller, ed.Fifty Years of the Texas Obsery&6467.
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Americans and nine out of ten African Americans in Texas supported JFK, while only 35

percent of Anglo Texans di d. Theghtpol I al so

controversy has been the presidentds brother

percent approve of the way he ¥s handling hi
Lyndon Johnson similarly saw his approval ratings fall in his home state, a

consequece of serving as number two in the Kennedy White House.Déhas

MormingNewd at er studied this development: AJohns

declined while he was vice president, right

February, 1962, appval of the way Johnson was handling the ypcesidency stood at

68 percent. By the following December it had fallen to 59 percent; it remained at 59 in

May, 1963, and had di pped t8dBythefallpfdd6g ent | ast

LBJ 6s [mpeaxdsaasiattits Ioyoint, and real questions persisted as to whether

or not the Kennedyohnson ticket could carry Texas in the 1964 election. The political

infighting in the Texas Democratic Party between the Joh@swmally and Yarborough

wingsonly exacerbated the precarious political situation in Texas. With eyes looking

toward the next yearo6s el ection, Kennedy and

November 1963 that forever changed the state party and the nation itself.

1% The Texas Poll,d September 22, 1963, PF

18pallas Morning NewsMarch 22, 1964, Oite Files of Frederick Panzer, Box
178, LBJ Library.
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The Traumaof the Kennedy Assassination

Dallas in the early 1960s held a reputation as a bastion ofwiglgtextremism.
Some of the cityds most prominent, and vocal
The ultraconservative oilman H. L. Hunt disseminatisdviews through radio and
various publications, while staunch anticommunist General Edwin A. Walker railed
against subversives at home and abroad. The notoriously conseDaitagMorning
Newsattacked racial integration and the Kennedy administraimoa regular basis.
David Richards, a liberal lawyer who lived in Dallas during these years, recalled that
bill boards across the city screamed nAnGet t he
Warren. 0O Days before the 11g96r0, eOaelcltaisobns, Rae pn
Congressman, surrounded and harassed Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson outside a
downtown hotel, and in September 1963, a crowd shouted down Adlai Stevenson as the
ambassadospoke at a United Nations event. The incident disturbed Stevenson so much
that he warned the president not to visit Dallas on his upcoming trip to Texas.

Nonetheless, JFK, in the name of party unity, determined to travel to Dallas on his
Texas trip n November 1963, which also included stops in San Antonio, Houston, Fort
Worth, and finally, Austin. Liz Carpenter, a key aide to Lady Bird Johnson,
remembered: fADallas had been, | think, in th

we made a goochsw there, it really meant that all of the Goldwater talk was nothing,

19 or more detail on Dallas during the early 1960s, see David Ricl@mds,
Upon a Time in Texa80-36; and Michael Phillips/Vhite Metropolis: Race, Ethnicity,
and Religion in Dallas, 1842001 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2006).
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because it was the most ad@thnson, the most afillemocratic, and the most anti
everything2xity in Texas. o

Thus the trip began, with President and Mrs. Kennedy traveling arousththe
with Vice President Johnson, Governor Connally, and Senator Yarborough. Texans
warmly welcomed the president in San Antonio, Houston, and Forth Worth. Jackie
Kennedyds charm and style especially enthral
encou aged JFK, who remarked to LBJ: AWedre go
dondt carry any ot he dindervbath al thesh ausvard sigss and Te
of success, however, tensions exploded behind the scenes among the Texas Democrats.

At times, Johnson, Connally, and Yarborough seemed angry with each other. Jackie

Kennedy recalled her husbandédés frustration w
him then. ... He said that John Connally wanted to show that he was independent and
coud run on his own. He was maki ngandfhe i ends w

wanted to show that he didndédt need Lyndon Jo
him trying to show that he had hiseown const
called by the nickname ALBJ, 0 or fALyndonds E
trip though, Yarborough appeared to reach his breaking point in dealing with Johnson and

Connally. He refused to ride in the same car with LBJ in San Antonio or houSte

20Merle Miller, Lyndon 382.

21Lyndon B. JohnsoriThe Vantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency,-1963
1969(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1971), 1.
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next day, on the morning of November 22, 1963, an infuriated Kennedy told Connally:
ABy God, heol |l ra odre hwe &3l Lwanldko.nd t oday
Enthusiastic crowds greeted the presidential motorcade as it drove through
downtown Dallas. However, eanlithat day théallas Morning Newgrinted a fult
page advertisement by the locallgsed American Fa€tinding Committee, a rightving
organi zation that cal |-padisandraugadfditizeisasvho unaf f i | i
wi sh trut h. 0 ushdé#ghttofithe laterawventsyof thee may,nthe Committee
screamed in print:
Welcome Mr. Kennedy to Dallas. A city so disgraced by a recent liberal
smear attempt that its citizens have just elected two more conservative Americans
to public office. Acitt hat 1 s an economic Aboom town,
handouts, but through conservative economic and business practices. A city that
will continue to grow and prosper despite efforts by you and your administration
to penalize it for its nowonformityt o A New Fronti eri sm. 0 A c
your philosophy and policies in 1960 and will do so again in 89%4en more
emphatically than before.
The advertisement continued with a litany of charges that JFK had acquiesced to
communi sm andt hadMdscoappPedt rine in favor of
Moscow. 60

At approximately 12:30 PM, shots rang out as the presidential motorcade passed

through downtown Dallas. Kennedy and Connally had been hit, and the Secret Service

22Merle Miller, Lyndon 380-81. For more detail suruiading these Texas
Democrats and the presidential trip, see Robert Ddflekyed Giant: Lyndon Johnson
and His Times, 1961973(New York: Oxford University Press, 1998),-48; James
Reston, Jr.The Lone Star: The Life of John ConndNew York: Harpe& Row, 1989,
261-87; and Patrick CooRal ph W. Yar bor ougliAustitthe Peopl ebs
University of Texas Pres2001), 1884.

23pallas Morning NewsNovember 22, 1963.
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rushed everyone to Parkland HoapitWithin an hour, aides informed LBJ, hidden in a

private room in the hospital, that Kennedy had died, and he was now the president of the

Uni ted States. Johnson recalled the trauma

President Kennedy died thatust assume the awesome responsibility of uniting the
country and moving toward the goals that he had set for us. Like everyone else, |

continued to be stunned. My Presidetihe man with whom | had worked and had been

proud to servé had been killed,andi | | ed i n my own st ate. It W
Il ndeed, the fact that JFKOS murder occurrtr

Star State. Liz Carpenter recalled telling

thing to say but the salvationoéTx as i s that the governor was

reluctantly concurre& Dallas, with its penchant for riglwting conservatism,

encountered harsh criticism for years. John

as a city of hatred; conservaginuts were blamed for inflaming murderous passions; and

John Kennedyds prominent political opponent s

mur d2@r . 0
LyndonJohnsorthusascended to the presidency under the most tragic of
circumstancesand determiad to comfort a shocked nation, while also establishing his

own executive clout The new president addressed a joint session of Congress and the

24 yndon B. JohnsoriThe Vantage Pointl1-12.
25Merle Miller, Lyndon 395.

26J0hn G. TowerConsequenced67.
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entire nation on November 27, 196 3, days

aft

Kennedyds inadaugheatitbe $peéecpresident chall e

us begin. o LBJ pl eaded weespecidlhhcalledcfamunt r y,

Al

Congress to make the | ate presidentds civil

memorial orationoreupy coul d more el oquently honor

than the earliest possible passage of the

Pr e

Ci

Johnsorfull-heartedlycommittedhimselft o conti nuing JFKG6s domest.i

policies?’

President Johson Takes Control and Launches the Great Society

In actuality LBJ hoped not only to continue, but to surpass, the goals of his

predecessor. Johnson had entered Congress in 1937 as a strong admirer and supporter of

President FranklI i al He.gentirely lsekeved in theppweNoéthe D e
federal government to help its citizertdowever, as a congressman and senator from
Texas, Johnson had tempered his progressive flair, wary of upsetting voters back home.
Now, as president, LBJ held a natdonstituency and would not be hampered by such
political considerationsThroughout his presidency, Johnson viewed himself as
Rooseveltds true heir as he attempted to
worked to build upon and exceed tlee@mplishments of his Democratic presidential

predecessors.

2l Address Before a Joi rPublicPapersdfthe o f t
Presidents of the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson,-1969 10 vols.(Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1968970), 1: 810.
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Giving the commencement address to the graduating class at the University of
Mi chi gan on May 22, 1964, the president coin
policies. He challenged the studles t hat fAin your ti me we have
not only toward the rich society and the powerful society, but upward to the Great
Society. o Johnson explained: AThe Great Soc
It demands an end to povedwgd racial injustice, to which we are totally committed in
our i me. o

LBJ dreamed of building a Great Society in the United States, and upon entering

the presidency immediately began working toward this goal. In early January of 1964, in

hisannualstet of t he wunion message, the president
today, here and now, declares unconditional war on poverty in America. . . . It will not
be a short or easy struggle . 2Thewabant we sha

Poverty became a critical component of the Great Society.

Johnsondéds Great Society goals further inc
rights. LBJ determined his first task as president would be to etheitte nnedy 6s ci vi
rights bill, stalled in Congrss, attained passage. The president spent the spring of 1964
working his political magic with members of Congrassing the totality of his skills to
encourage and cajotkem to pass strong civil rights legislation. On July 2, 1964, LBJ

signed the CiW Rights Act of 1964 into law. One of the hallmarks of the Johnson

28 Rematrtthe aAti ver si t BublicPapekil:70470d.an, 0 i n

2% Annual Message to the CoRuglicRapesslion t he S
112-18.
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presidencyand most consequential laws in American histtdrg Civil Rights Act of
1964 prohibited racial segregation in public spaces across the United®States.
Upon entering officeJahnson immediately began looking toward the 1964
election, where he could win his own full term as president. A poll in Decel8bar
showed that Texans supported LBJ overwhelmingly as their favorite candidate for

president in the 1964 election. Once Kidmbecame president, his popularity rebounded

from its decline during his time as vice president. Texans took enormous pride in having

their first native son president, and this n

Johnson received strong commetmaas from people across the United States for his

handling of his difficult transition into office after the Kennedy assassination.

Encouraging for the president, he possessed strong backing from both conservatives and

liberals in the Lone Star Statk.

Earle B. Mayfield, Jr., a prominent Dallas Democrat, sent a memo to the new

president in | ate 1963. He procl ai med:

occur in Texas wil/ be the election of
Stressing the i mportance of Democratic
harmonious climate cannot be achieved by democrats (by whatever brand) stirring up

democrats to run against democrats. The liberals took a walk on Blaicklyvhich

30Nick Kotz, Judgment Days: Lyndon Baines Johnson, Martin Luther King Jr.,
and the Laws that Changed Amer{tdéew York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005} 7-
41, 6567, 112155.

3iThe Texas Poll, 0 December 15, 1963, PR

LBJ Library.
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resued in Towerbés freak election. o Mayfield ¢
political climate in Texas, at the present time, is the smoothest it has been in 20 years.
Everything should be dordOW to keep it this way, especially for LBJf for no ather
reason. Feuding and fighting among ourselves is not the way to elect LBJ President in
Texas. Al'l other personfal ambitions should
Recognizing that his election in 1964 necessitated Democratic Party unity, LBJ
even labored to repahis relationship with Ralph Yarborough. H. S. Hank Brown,
president of the Texas AFCIO wrote a letter to LBJ praising his attempts at
reconciliation with Ralph Yarborough. APl ea
to Senat or an copdrheuse [asaSurday afermapri &Ve sincerely
appreciate your efforts in trying to solidify the various democratic groups here in Texas
and we believe some progress has been made t
LBJG6s poverty progQiCasopp@atdd promi sed AF
The Harris County Democrats adopted a resolution on January 12, 1964,
mourning the death of Kennedy and expressing confidence in Johnson and Yarborough.
The group urged the reelection of both LBJ a
and forthright stand and work of President Johnson for the attainment of peace in the

world with security for all, for the enactment of the civil rights program as a memorial to

32Vlemo, Earle B. Mayfield, Jr., to the President, December 19, 1963, Ex PL/ST
43, WHCF, Box 70, LBJ Libng.

33 etter, H. S. Hank Brown to the President, January 7, 1964, PR 4/ST 43,
WHCF, Box 24, LBJ Library.
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our fallen Chief, and for his prompt and bold declaration of war against pawvert
America and3*everywhere. o

However, some Texans expressed concern wi
Houston man, H. A. Smith, Jr., while declaring his pride in having a Texan in the White
House, warned Johnson about the possible political cbsigilaights and the war on
poverty. Smith disagreed with the proposed
accommodations, as well as the Fair Empl oyme
appears aimed at more help for the Negro. Ywasent course of action, and especially
the addition of Robert Kennedy as Vice President will cost you the South, in the next
el ection. o Smith concluded: #fAl hope you <can
Texan as President of these United Stateé. m al dbditor| goods t hink as 7
t hi 3 khdeéd, civil rights posed potential political issues for LBJ, especially in his
home state. Released in January 196l ,Texas Poll showed that Texans believed that
race relations woullle the majoproblem of the new ye&P

In early 1964, LBJ faced a challenge to Texas Democratic Party unity with
Yar boroughos reelection campaign to the U.S.

national party, Johnson threw his support to Yarborough early in thiegladieason,

34Resolution, Harris County Democrats, Januaryl2, 1964, Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 70, LBJ Library.

33 etter, H. A. Smith, Jr., to the President, Januaryl984, Office Files of
Frank M. McDermott, Box 7, LBJ Library.

36iThe Texas Poll, o0 January 10, 1964, PR 1
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fearful that a failure to do so would infuriate northern liberals and threaten his own
presidential nomination bid. The president made clear to his fellow Texans in the party
that a conservative challenge to Yarborough would not be welcokhedowed to use
all his political strength to undermine any candidate who ran against the incumbent
senator. Such actions angered many Lone Star Democrats, especially John Connally,
who had recovered from his nearly fatal wouprds.

Connally, whilegear al | y approving of Johnsondés per
president, was not hesitant to express any disagreements. In his first telephone
conversation with LBJ since being discharged from Parkland Hospital, the governor
implied his hostility to civil rights.Connally interrupted the president, who had been
bragging about the strength of the stock mar
suggest, for Godds sake, meet with the busin
much emphasis on meetingwithh e c i v i | r i g3 Camnalyoeynaineccat er y d a )
best a lukewarm supporter of civil rights, much to the consternation of LBJ. As
mentioned, Johnsonés support of Yarborough f
Connally, who wanted a conservatieechallenge him in the Democratic primary.

Johnson | amented to Yarborough: #AYoudre goin

37Dallas Morning Newslippings,Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF, Bo%9, LBJ Library;
and Michael R. Beschloss, e@lgking ChargeThe Johnson White House Tapes, 1963
1964(New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997), 1067, 205207, 21519.

38Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnsoda@nuB.
Connally Decembeb, 1963 LBJ Library.
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your prayer book out when they bury me becau
mad at me 3Bown there. o

Conservatve&@ x ans echoed Connallyds criticisms.
Texas, wrote LBJ in February: ARPeopl e are be

. Ralph Yarborough is going to have a hard time benejeeted. He has been a

whining, unmanlycop | ai ner for too | ong. o She further
Rights bill passes, | wish49the matter coul d
I n | ate March 19614, a poll examined Texan

issues. The poll found the following consioins:

1. High personal popularity of President Johnson.

2. Congress: The tendency is for voters to suggest slow down on civil
rights, firmer policies with respect to foreign nations, more effort to create jobs
and reduce unemployment.

3. In regard tolte civil rights bill, Texas opinion upholds equal rights for
Negroes in voting and employment but not in public accommodations. -Anglo
American voters turn thumbs down on public accommodations rights by-@two
one margin; but they favor voting rights fiye-to-one and job rights by almost
threeto-one.

Furthermore, according to the poll, 73 perce

performance as president, while only 16 percent disappréved.

39Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyn@dohnson an&alph
Yarborough February 4, 1964.BJ Library.

40 etter, Mary Rather to the President, February 17, 1964, Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 69, LBJ Library.

4 The Climate of Opinion in Texas Politic
30, 1964, Gen BST 43, WHCF, Box 71, LBJ Library.
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On April 16, 1964, White House aide Horace Busby providgdl with an
analysis of his current stand among Texas voters. Polling, with most popular subject by
rank, showed Hd4h&ttdbexthmrs piimsstdent 6s A(1l) Pus
Congress, (2) Strong leadership attributes and attractive pegaiiiles, (3) War on
Poverty [, ] (4) Economy mdaGurightsand (5) Ci vi l
particularly access to public accommodations, troubled some white Texans, although
most favored equality in voting and economic opportunity. LBJ remai@sodpopular
among Texans, according to Busby.

Underlying divisions persisted amongst Texas Democrats, despite the different

factionsd approval of Johnsondés performance
House aide Clifton C. Carter sent Juanita Robes , t he presi dent 6s pers
copy of the Democratic Coalitionds newsl ette
Texas Democratic Party, the Coalition spokes

Democratic party who vote in the Democrairanary in May, and betray us by voting

Republican in November, must not be permitted to write the party platform and to control

the party machinery. Their domination would be an embarrassment and a handicap to the
President . o T h e thevstatetpaty must syppoid IBJ aneéhds t h at
programs, further warning againstsaa | | ed Democr ats who fAhave a

turning on a candidate when they dondt agree

42Memo, Horace Busby to the President, April 16, 1964, Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 69, LBJ Library.
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year, we national Democrats stand the best ehanhistory of writing the party platform
and selecting®the party officials. o

Pastor James F. Bailey of the First Baptist Church of Port Lavaca, Texas, wrote to
fellow Baptist and White House aide Bill Moyers on May 15, 1964, of his concern
regardingca ser vati ve support for LBJ in the state
that Mr. Johnson has the support of most of the loyal Democrats in this area. But some of
us are afraid that the conservative element within the party will vote Republican in
November, because of the Presidentds progres
to hol d t he m 4tAgaint theeongeevatitiyerallsplitinghe state party,
while tempered by LBJ being in the White House, remained volatile.

Civil rights remained a complicated issue in Texas. An attorney from Marshall
explained to the president following the sig
are unhappy about the new civil rights bill which went into effect yesterday. All of the
soda fomtains and several restaurants here closed immediately. It is thought that are
[sic] only hotel will probably be forced to close. Perhaps the many benefits that will

result from your wise administration will compensate to some extent for our misfortunes

43Memo, Clifton C. Carter to Juanita Roberts, April 17, 1964, Ex PL/ST 43,
WHCF, Box 69, LBJ Library.

44) etter, James F. Bailey Bill Moyers, May 15, 1964, Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 71, LBJ Library.
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but | am expressing it mil dl y4 Wemanspokesay man
for many East Texas whites, and illustrated the political risks that LBJ took with his

support of the moral issue of civil rights.

The Election of 1964

Seeking his owrfull term in 1964, LBJ faced Senator Barry Goldwater of
Arizona, the Republican Party nominee. Goldwater subscribed to a stridently
conservative political point of view. He stressed his opposition to the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and argued for an agg®® combating of communism throughout the world in
these tense Cold War days. In his acceptance speech at the Republican National
Convention, Goldwater infamously procl ai med:
no v Gel @dwat er 6 s edponmanytTexans, espariallg those who had
been supporters of John Tower. Voters also would elect all statewide offices in 1964.
Additionally, Ralph Yarborough sought reelection to the U.S. Senate against George H.
W. Bush, a young Republican oilmanrirddouston.

Johnson recognized the necessity of winning his home state of Texas. He resisted
national pressure to select Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy as his running mate, a

man whom most Texans, including the president, disliked. Many Texansveerte

43 etter, Cary M. Abney to the President, July 3, 1964, Ex PR 3, WHCF, Box 11,
LBJ Library.

46For more detail, see Barry M. Goldwat&éhe Conscience of a Conservative
(Shepherdsville, Ky.: Victor Publishing, 1960); aRatk PerlsteinBefore the Storm:
Barry Goldwater and the Unmaking of the American Conseiides York: Hill and
Wang, 2001)
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brother of the late president as the Kennéddyhnson admini strationds |
support of the civil rights movement. Instead LBJ chose Senator Hubert Humphrey of
Minnesota, a less polarizing figure, but one who had played a criticahrstearing the

Civil Rights Act of 1964 through Congress.

Johnsonds Texas supporters encouraged hin
Writing from a small town in the Texas Panha
ride the Kennedy influence into @mthrough the Democratic Convention. Stand for the
principles that our party havsei§] always been for. Run on your own strength and merit.

This you must do if [you] expect to hold the majority of white and southern votes. We
definitely feel that younave sold us down the river and that the racial issue has become
what it is today because of the influence of John F. Kennedy and Robert Kennedy. . . .
Mr. Goldwater has a courage which you have not displayed. It will not be so hard to
support him. . . If, between now and Nov. you are not able to change the Democratic
party into something people like us can support, | feel | can assure you that you will lose
many votes to Mr. Goldwater that you, by all/l
sentimeh gr owi ng among some Texans: AThe Republ
demonstrated a change to something more nearly to what the Democratic Party once
wa 7. 0
Ben Kaplan, of the Houstdoased Kaplait€hamberlain advertising and public

relations firm, wrote drry Werksman, of the National Democratic Executive Committee,

47 etter, Dallas Fikes to the President, July 17, 1964, Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 71, LBJ Library.
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an assessment of the campaign in late July. He believed LBJ held a solid advantage over
Gol dwater due to the positive state of the e
in foreign affais . However, Kapl an warned of a backl
that nearly half the members of the White Citizens Council in Houston are unionists.
Note, if you will, sentiments expressed by members of the big unions in the midwest and
industrid east, as reflected in polls, and you w
situd&tion. o
In the midst of a campaign season, LBJ increasingly found international affairs,
especially in Vietnam, troubling. Johnsperceived the Vietham conflict asmember of
the generation which had experienced World War Il. He believed that World War Il
illustrated the necessity of defeating enemy aggression early before it exparaed.
other Cold Warriors, LBJ believed that containing communism was thegaffiestive
met hod of wundermining the Soviet Unionds pow
private concerns about the potential for victory in Vietnam, the presiééstmined to
prevent the spread of communism in Southeast Asfaen Johnson enteredfice, the
United States already had sixteen thousand troops supporting South Vietnam in its war
with communist North Vietnam. In August 1964, American naval ships allegedly came
under attack while patrolling the Gulf of Tonkin off the shores of Norginam. At
Johnson6és request, Congress overwhelmingly p

the president authority to do what he deemed necessary to prevent future attacks by North

48viemo, Ben Kaplan to Jerry Werksman, July 29, 1964, Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 72, LBJ Library.
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Vietnam. LBJ utilized the Tonkin Gulf Resolution as the legal basiedcalating the
Vietnam War throughout his presidern@y.

Johnsonds response to the Gulf of Tonkin
voters. A poll by the Harris Survey in thes Angeles Timeadicated that 85 percent of
Americans supportedthegre dent 6 s decl aration of air stri
naval bases. Aln July before the turn of ev
by 58 percent of Americans for the way Vietham was being handled. Today, the
American people have slpdy revised this estimate to a 72 percent vote of confidence in
the Presidentés approach to Vietnam. o The p
Afavor taking the war to North Vietnam by a
believed that Johnson wial conduct the war better than Goldwater, at 71 to 29 peitent.

Whil e most Texans and Americans supported
which seemed pragmatic in comparison to Gol d
Lone Star State rallied behind the Arizona senator. They particularly liked his vocal
anticommunism and hostility toward civil rights. J. Evetts Haley, a rancher from the
Midland area and historian of the American West, especially gained notoriety as a
virulent critic of LBJ and strong supporter of Goldwater. Haley had been an ardent
segregatioist and critic of big government for years, all the way back to the time of

Franklin Rooseveltds New Deal ATexdnhooksatme f or

49Robert DallekFlawed Giant: Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 12673
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 188; andGeorge C. Herrind,BJ and
Vietnam: A Different Kind of WgAustin: University of Texas Press, 1994)

50Los Angeles Time&ugust 10, 1964, PR 16, WHCF, Box 345, LBJ Library.
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Lyndon: A Study in lllegitimate Powex vicious diatribe against LBJ that presented the
president as unscrupulous in his lust for power. Although historians and political
commentators widely panned the book as completely inaccuratewiggngroups like
the John Birch Society distributed throughout the country some 7.3 million coles of

Texan Looks at LyndonMany LBJ supporters thought the pdesit should sue Haley

for | ibel. One smal |l Tex asmonteed, iteeegter cont en
individual among those who are trying to dro
vt riol is J. Evetts Haley. o LBJ6s progressi

threatened increased polarization of American pol¥ics.
Other Texans voiced their displeasure with the direction of the national
Democratic Party, especially when the MisgipsFreedom Democratic Party, a racially
integrated group of civil rights activists, sought entrance to the national convention in
place of the allvhite official Mississippi delegationAfter watching the Democratic
Convention, a woman from Houston we@tBJ aideJ ac k Val ent i . She pr o«
were shocked at the display the O6Freedom Par

before last, and also shHaa at the fact that some uHiiberals helpedit e m. 0o She

S1Gilmer Mirror, September 3, 196&x PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box 69, LBJ
Library; Michael R. Beschloss,e®Reac hi ng f or Gl ory: Lyndon Jo!
House Tapes, 1961965(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001), 1:148; and J. Evetts
Haley,A Texan Looks at Lyndon: A Study in lllegitimate Po{@amyon, Tex.: Palo
Duro Press, 1964).
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war ned: floAeDemacrats, anikpeet to remain so, but we are conservative
Democrat s, and, as you well know, there are
Civil rights continued tdrouble some TexandNriting to the president in late
August, Mrs. Jackie Carpenter, who worked in the advertising department of a large Fort
Worth bank, expressed concern with her cowor
anal ysis, fthe r eatasndn Gddeatenwglistophllahis Civihey ar e
Rights business. They say that when he gets into office we will have no more trouble
because the colored people wildl be back in 6
i ssue is 6theo6 iashsoweé Johnsdnhheweeer, beieved that d o u bt
beating Goldwater in Texas, while a challenge, would not prove too formidable. Talking
with Governor Connally about Gol dwater, LBJ
|l dondt beli evwithanlkbp mvabhthaadbelkady to turn
i 4 0
Overall, during his first year in office, although some Texans expressed criticisms
on such issues, Lyndon Johnson received rave reviews from his native state regarding his

performance as president Certainly, Texansd pride in hayv

52| etter, Margaret Bme to Jack Valenti, August 27, 1964, Gen PL/ST 43,
WHCF, Box 72, LBJ Library.

33| etter, Jackie Carpenter to the President, August 30, 1964, Ex PL/ST 43,
WHCF, Box 69, LBJ Library.

S4Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and John Connally,
July 3, 1964, LBJ Library.
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White House heightened this praise. Newspapers across Texas confidently endorsed

LBJG6s candidacy fo® a full term as president
Ral ph Yarboroughos opponermeéBushpa t he gener a

Houston oilman and son of a former Connecticut senator. A Republican in a strongly

Democratic state, facing an uphill climb to unseat Yarborough, Bush cast himself as a

strong conservative who appealed to voters in both parties. He oppes&gitiRights

Act of 1964 and federal aid to education as overreach by the national government, but

stressed the importance of a strong military to meet Cold War threats. Bush further

called for a constitutional amendment that would allow prayer in pabhools,

proclaimng: AWe need God more in our daily

a politically risky move, Bush advertised his friendship and alliance with Barry

Gol dwater, LBJO6s opponent i the upcoming pr
LBJhimel|l f, though, worried about Bushds app

bickering between Connally and Yarborough frustrated him. In a telephone conversation

with auto union | eader Walter Reuther, the p

keep them fromibt i ng at each otherods throats Dbecause

Johnson contempl ated: @Al ob6ve got to have Conn

course, Yarborough is a very weak candidate. Civil rights and union labor and the Negro

thingisnot the way to get elected in a state the

S5Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box 69, LBJ Library

56fi George Bush on the Issues, o Box 4zZd530,
1836, 1844, 1911988, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of
Texas at Austin.
63



handi cap p edAdditionally,dBJgpresswred Connally to involve himself
deeply in the presidential election and to embrace civil rights. He told the Texas
govenor : Al want you definitely speaking and
counselor and confidant for a lot of reasons. And it may cost you something down here
[in Texas], but i1itds not going to cost you a
Johnson foresaw Connally becoming an important national political figure, and perhaps
one day, a presidept.
In late September, a polling consultant wrote LBJ aide Horace Busby about the
state of the election in Texas. He believed that Johnson wouldTeag, while
Connally easily would be reelected. Yarborough, however, faced a tougher race.

Evidence from the Texas survey . . . indicates a faltering of the Goldwater
drive as more voters begin to wonder about his stands. The race issue . . . is offset
in Texas by growing acceptance of the Civil Rights Law, public accommodations
section along with voting and job opportunity provisions. There appears to be
widespread realization in Texas that maintenance of law and order is a prime
consideration of therBsident in the handling of the racial problem. The foremost
issue in minds of Texas voters seems to be promotion of peace through
responsible leadership, and this of course works to the advantage of the Johnson
Humphrey ticket.

Potentially, the issue ohoral laxness and corruption in government
which Goldwater is trying to project holds promise of moving voters toward the
Republican ticket. However, this does not seem to be having much effect as yet
on the presidential race. The image of the Presideattion, supported by
general knowledge of his extraordinary leadership since last November, makes it
extremely difficult for the opposition to sell its claims.

In the race for U.S. Senator, the Republicans are meeting with much more
successintheuséo t he corruption i ssue. Yar bor ou

5/TelephoneConversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Walter Reuther,
June 5, 1964, LBJ Library.

58Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and John Connally,
October 10, 1964, LBJ Library.
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with Billie Sol Estes, combined with a widespread feeling that the Senator is too
liberal and promotes extravagant use of public funds, makes him vuln&able.

Although a minority, liberals in Texasmained vocal in expressing their views to
the president, illustrating the careful balance LBJ had to maintain between the two wings
of his party. In October, Jeffrey Shero, acting chairman of the Students for a Democratic
Society chapter at the Univéssof Texas, submitted to the president a petition signed by
twelve hundred people urging the federal government to protect civil rights activists and
African Americans in Mississippibds Freedom S
police authoritiesri the wake of the slaying of three civil rights work&r4d.iberals also
sent numerous telegrams and letters begging LBJ to do more for Yarborough as the
election drew near, since Connally and most newspapers did not give him support. In
response, the Whie House reiterated its support of Y
recent campaign appearance with the senator in Péxas.

Ultimately, LBJ defeated Goldwater in a smashing landslide. He won 61 percent
of the popular vote and forfpur states. Texasasily went with its native son, and even
Dallas gave him strong support. Goldwater only carried his home state of Arizona and
five states in the Deep South hostile to the

Democratic Party increased its strongoniéies in the U.S. Congress and Texas

59 etter, Alex Louis to Horace Busby, September 22, 19641&RVHCF, Box
345, LBJ Library.

60 etter, Jeffrey Shero to the President, October 14, 1964, PR 14/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 27, LBJ Library.

61Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box3, LBJ Library.
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Legislature, and Ralph Yarborough won another term in the Senate, defeating George H.
W. Bush.
John Tower reflected on LBJO6s smashing Vi
worst political blowouts in American histaryThe Texas Republican Party was in
shambles. All of our statewide candidates went down to defeat. Bruce Alger and Ed
Foreman lost their U.S. House seats. Ten of the eleven Republican legislative seats were
lost, with the Dallas delegation being toyaNiped out. Only a handful of local
of fi cehol der & TipeDenoeratic Ratyy bothi ig Texad and nationwide,

seemed to be at its apogee after the 1964 election.

LBJ Uses His Political Capital
Years after the Johnson presidency ended, Wilbur Cohen, who served
secretary of health, education, and welfare, remembered a meeting the president called
with various cabinet officials shortly after his inauguratiom full termin January 1965.
Cohen and other administration members etgubthe meeting to last only a few
minutes, but Johnson kept them for over an hour. LBJ, possegsatgolitical acumen,
had serious issues to address. Cohen recalled:

He [ LBJYJooska,i di,6vie just been el ected an
honeymoorwith Congress. With the additional congressmen that have been

el ected, | 61 | obeamyeprogramghooagth.. c hance t

But after | make my recommendati ons,
power and authority | haWPesidmntWamwdeave t hatods
Wilson, to President Roosevelt and to Truman and to Kennedy. . .. Every day
that 1 6m in office and every day that | p

6230hn G. TowerConsequenced 69.
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ability to be influential, betdaess.se t hat os
He uses his capital. Something is going to come up, either something like
Vietnam or something else where | will liego lose all that | have now.
AiSo | want you guys to get off your asses and do everything possible to get
everything in my progim passed as soon as possible, before the aura aralahe h
that surroun® me disappear. 0
Marvin Watson, a close White House aide, similarly remembered how LBJ stressed this
necessity: fAHe believed with al$siohhiss heart t
opportunity, and his privilege to seize the moment granted to him and take full advantage
of the huge De rffoJohnson, anastuepglitical observer,scouldl foresee
his popularity possibly decreasing, which would inhibit his epputies for future
legislative success.
LBJ thusadmonished his administration officials that they would have to work
quickly to attain as much legislative success as possible, while the president possessed
significant political capital. And work quicklthe Johnson administration did. The
Eighty-Ninth Congress passed a historic amount of Great Society legislation, at the
presidentds prodding, in 1965. LBJ signed i
and higher education, and Medicare for ¢haerly and Medicaid for the poor. The War
on Poverty continued in its efforts to eradicate financial hopelessness. Policies

supporting the arts and environmental beautification became Great Society laws, as did

immigration reform. In August of 1965, LIBsigned a second major civil rights bill, the

63M\erle Miller, Lyndon: An Oral BiographyNew York: Ballantine Books,
1980), 49697.

64W. Marvin WatsonChief of Staff: Lyndon Johnson and His PresiddiiNgw
York: Thomas Dunne Books, 2004), 117, 120.
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Voting Rights Act of 1965, which provided federal enforcement to guarantee the rights of
all Americans, regardless of race, to Vte.
The Voting Rights Act of 1965, like the civil rights legislation of grevious
year, is one of the most important laws in American history. Civil rights leader Martin
Luther King, Jr., wurged LBJ: Altdés so i mport
numbers in the South. It would be this coalition of the Negro amotiethe moderate
white vote that wild.l really make the new Sou
voters would offset those whites who were abandoning the Democratic Party because of
ci vil rights. LBJ expr essedtegpachiesdesnentai t he Vo
my administration . . . was the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. But I think this will
be bigger, because itoll do %t hi ngs that even
Hubert Humphrey recalled LBJOer deter mi nat
African Americans and his belief that the franchise would be a critical force in the
struggle for black equality. By voting, African Americans could remove racist
individuals from office. Johnson expl ained
have every politician, north and south, east and west, kissing their ass, begging for their

support.o LBJ6s vice president further maryv

65Robert Dallek Flawed Giant: Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 12613
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1998)89221;and Randall B. Wood,BJ:
Architect of American AmbitiofNew York: Free Press, 200&4968.

66Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Martin Luther
King, Jr., January 15, 1965, LR.ibrary.
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treatmento to |l obby | egislator swhéwto t heir

vV O

woo peopl e. He was a born political?Z | over.

Despite these record accomplishments, problems in Vietham persisted. LBJ
inherited from his predecessors a commitment to supporting the government of South
Vietnam against attacks from communist North Vietham. He was convinced that if South
Vietnam fell to communism, the rest of Southeast Asia would be in peril. In the context
of the Cold Watr, the president perceived this possible development as a thineat to
Uni t e dsn&ibnal seewsity. As the situation in South Vietnam deteriorated, in the
summer of 1965 Johnson began heavy escalation of the numbers of American soldiers in
Southeast Asia. With more U.S. troops in Vietnam came increased casuadtite
war continued and grew more bloody throughout the fall of 1965 and early 1966, the
president worried about waning American patience with the coffflict.

Years later in retirement LBJ explained to his biographer Doris Kearns his
torment about how tnam would affect his presidency:

| knew from the start that | was bound to be crucified either way | moved.
If I left the woman | really lovedl the Great Society in order to get involved
with that bitch of a war on the other side of the world, thendld/tose

everything at home. All my programs. ... But if | left that war and let the
Communists take over South Vietnam, then | would be seen as a coward and my

6/Merle Miller, Lyndon 453; and Hubert H. Humphrey, Interview by Michael L.
Gillette, June 21, 1977, Interview lll, Transcript, Internet Copy, LBJ Library Oral History
Collection, LBJ Library.

68H. W. BrandsThe Wages of Globalism: Lyndon Johnsoal the Limits of
American Powe(New York: Oxford University Press, 1992)19-246; andGeorge C.
Herring,LBJ and Viethaml-24.
69



nation would be seen as an appeaser and we would both find it impossible to
accomplish anyting for anybody anywhere on the entire glébe.

Meanwhile, on the state level, John Connally and Ben Barnes determined to
ensure Texas would continue its transformation into a powerful stgter Barnes, now
speaker of the st attreallylwanted was a changeltoavorkwetd : A Wh a
John Connally to help push Texas toward the future. . . . It was high time we looked
ahead, to what was coming next. Texas needed a new Constitution; a new focus on
education, technology, and tourism; and nawsdtructures to help keep the state
stradang. o

However, the Texas governor at times found himself at odds with the White
House. Unafraid to assert his independence, Connally rejected aspects of the Great
Society. Sargent Shriver, who directed the adrhimisat i onds poverty progr
memo to President Johnson: AUnhappily the fi
project in the war against poverty has been exercised by the Governor of Texas, John
Connally. o The gov e Youth Corps projectesgbnsaredyetheg h b or h o
Texas Farmers Union because in his view the

would be excessive, and some school districts did not want to parti€ipate.

69Doris KearnsL.yndon Johnson and the American Dre@ew York: St.
Martinbds Gri-Z8fin, 1976), 251

70Ben BarnesBarn Burring, Barn Building 78-79.

7IMemo, Sargent Shriver to the President, May 4, 1965, Ex ST 43, WHCF, Box
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Li ke Bill Moyer s, Ben Baroncarentforenodingiber ed L

about his administrationd6s civil rights | egi

(@)
=

afternoon at the White House . . . 6Ben, I

O
)

going to hurt the parJlohnsonwasprdvedrightpasg r un.
Southern conservatives, long a Democratic bedrock, slowly began deserting the party on
the heels of advances in civil rights. This was the beginning of the massive shift that
eventually put the South in solidly Republican ¢thas72 0

Toward the close of the first session of th& 8®ngress, thBeaumont
Enterpriser eport ed about the Texas Congressional
Soci ety policies. AThe average House member
onehdf (53 percent) of 12 selected Great Society votes and on abodiitae (66
percent) of the 66 roll call votes on which
Furthermore, Athe Presidentds most consi sten
industrial Guf Coast and from other more moderate urban areas. His strongest
opposition came from strong conservative rural areas (mostly in West Texas), from the
commercial section of Houston and fromRep.,ar ge Joe R. Pool . 0 Jac
Beaumontand HenryBSonz al ez of San Antonio ranked as

whil e O. C. Fi sher of We s t Texas and John Do

72Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building74-75.
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program the | east amount of affirmative vot e
Great Society dividgthe Texas Congressional delegatfidn.

TheDallas TimesHerald reported on September 15, 1965 a recent speech by Joe
Pool criticizing the 89 Congress. The Texas Congressratitarge harangued:
AConservative voters t hretect fpiyordifty candemwativen i t ed S
congressmen to stop the flow of socialistic legislation that is being passed each day in
Congress. It makes no difference if they are Democrats or Republicans so long as they
are again[st] ¢&ive away programs. 0

J o0 h nssfeanth@at his political popularity would decrease with time proved
accurate by late 1965. Frank A. Driskill wrote a detailed letter to LBJ aide Jake Jacobson
in October to discuss his recent visits with Texans as he traveled across the state. A
growingsentiment of frustration with the Johnson administration among Texans alarmed
him:

My travels have taken me to all parts of the state during the past few
months and while | have made every effort to keep politics out of my
conversations, my backgroundsisch that this is not possible. | have been
especially interested in many of the remarks because some of the most outspoken
have always voted the Democratic ticket, no matter who was on it. Civil Rights is
causing this reaction and it is not likely toproved in fact, it is likely to get
worse as bloodshed increases which it most certainly will unless drastic steps are
taken. Those who understand the East Texas mind can certainly believe this.

There are mixed reactions on the foreign situation. A largerity favor

the Presidentés stand in Vietnam and feel
it through to a successful conclusion. On the other hand, the draft situation is

73Beaumont Enterprisé&September 3, 1965, Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box 73, LBJ
Library.

74Dallas TimesHerald, September 15, 1965, Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box 73,
LBJ Library.
72



building up a resentment that is certain to reflect in the Congressicralmaxt
year. People down here are not too happy with Congress anyway. There is a
feeling that the President and the Supreme Court are running things. As of now,
thefeelingi® il et 6 s get & maybeaheymdl waveosoneedackbone. .
. 0

The po\erty program in general is far from being a bright spot in the
scheme of things. There are those who feel that the whole philosophy is wrong
and that it is impossible to help people unless they first want to help themselves. .

| have already mentionegivil Rights. There is a general feeling that a
monster has been created, that ten percent of the population is running the country
and eventually there will be open conflict between the two races.

There is a feeling of disappointment in the present adination. Many
had high hopes that when the President was elected on his own he would, with all
of his skill and finesse, gradually return to a more middle of the road policy.

They voted for him, many for the first time, on this belief but openlyisay t
wonodét make that mistake again. . . .

The general feeling is that if Congressional elections and a Presidential
election were to be held now, we would see many new faces from top to bottom.
There are those who say the administration is in deep trouble state’s

A poll commissioned by U.S. Rep. Jim Wright of Fort Worth exploring a
potential Senate run in 1966 similarly revealed how Texans felt about politics in late
1965. AThere i s widely prevalent criticism

particularly in respect to domestic policies and programs. However, Texas opinion is

heavily saturated with goodwill toward the F
di scussed their ideal candidate for the U.S.
feder al i nterference is equally i f not more |

substantially more valued than the appearance of giving strong support to the President in
buil ding 6the Great Society. 60 iv@lackofpol | con

ent husiasm for 6the Great Societyd as it 1is

79 etter, Frank A. Driskill to Jake Jacobson, October 11, 1965, PR 16, WHCF,
Box 353, LBJ Library.
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there is no such lack of enthusiasm for the personal leadership of President Johnson. The

way Johnson has performed as President, balancing diverse sgréstt the same time

acting decisively to meet problems, domestic and foreign, has won overwhelming general
approval . o Texans expressed support for LBJ
even firmer action. Civil rights remained the most controakdomestic program for

LBJ, and threatened Demo€®ratsédé future el ecto

Thus Lyndon Johnson ended the first two years of his presidency with historic
legislative accomplishments. He remained personally popular among Texans in late
1965. Havever, the sweeping changes and dynamic individual presence LBJ brought as
the leader of the Democratic Party threatened to exacerbate old tensions and inflame new
controversies. How events would play out in the late sixties would critically affect the

Texas and national Democratic Parties.

% The Climate of Texas Opinion Surroundi n
StatesSSenat or , 0-13 8965Offite é&iles 08 Frederick Panzer, Box 179, LBJ
Library.
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CHAPTER 3

NRnTherebds a Great Revul si on Taki

LBJ, Texas, and the White House, 1966

In October 1966, an uneasy Lyndon Johnson vented to his Secretary of Labor,
Willard Wirtz. Thetelephone conversation consisted of a recurring theme for the
president during 1966: how to provide adequate funding and maintain public support for
both the Great Society and the Vietnam War.
tocarryonbdti of t hem. o LBJ particularly could se
Sout heast Asia was for his presidency: fAWebor
going to be worse than the backlash on the N
theydiegtele that .o

In his early years in the White House, Lyndon Johnson won historic legislative
victories in civil rights, poverty, education, and other liberal reforms. However, he
continuously feared that Americans would tire of his Great Society mli¢iBJ knew
increased government spending and pushing ha
would alienate certain sectors of the American population. While in 1966 he was
entering the third year of his presidency, the Kennimhnson administrationas

beginning its sixth, and Americans might be ready for a change. Building a Great

1Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Willard Wirtz,
October 1, 1966, LBJ Library.
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Society at home while fighting communism abroad was challenging, and the president
knew he risked a backlash against his aggressive goals.
Throughout 1966, the Johnson adistration endured growing domestic and
international crises. At home, racial unrest increased dramatically. Urban race riots and
the emerging Black Power movement terrified whites and divided African Americans.
Furthermore, many citizens criticizedesygling on Great Society programs as excessive.
Abroad, American casualties mounted in Vietnam, and many citizens, both private and
prominent, began doubting the merits of LBJO®G
1966 offered voters the opportunitydrpress their worries in Congressional and
statewide elections, in a possible prelude to the 1968 presidential campaign. Only two
years after winning a historic | andslide ele
significant seats in Congress in an expi@s of voter dissatisfaction. Additionally,
Democrats continued to be plagued by disunity both in Texas and at the national level,

further hurting the partyds el ector al prospe

Guns and Butter
ARnGot | ots of probl ems aohdsonaconfessédtoof deci si
civil rights leader Roy Wilkins in early 1966. Politicians were returning to Washington
following the winter holidays, and battles over how to fund both the Great Society and
the Vietnam War appeared imminent. Leaders in both tineobratic and Republican
Parties were well aware that 1966 was a midt

dismay, Republican Congressional leaders, such as Everett Dirksen and Gerald Ford,
76



were questioning the logistics of spending large sums of monbkgtbrthe domestic and
foreign policies of the Johnson administration. Even Senator Richard Russell of Georgia,
LBJO6s | ongtime friend and mentor, voiced his
ATheyore al/l goi ng af t eadingtb $agthaGwega to fightac i et vy .
war so we canodot do ?any of these other things
Despite these rising concerns, the president assured Wilkins of his belief in the
administrationds policies. AnMy gener al posi
andpower ful enough that we can do both. o Ear

to pursuing both his goals at home and abroad, what supporters and critics would term as

having both Aguns and butter. o Wilkdns voice

confidence in his ability to manage his gove
doing a hell of a3 ot more on all the fronts
Only a few days | ater, Johnson illustrate

nation in his annual State of the dniaddress. LBJ was determined to convince

Americans that he could fight the war in Vietnam without sacrificing social reform at

home. Early in his message the president de
upon us in Vietham to win a victory avihe desires and the intentions of all the

American people. This Nation is mighty enough, its society is healthy enough, its people

2Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson antiVitkips,
January 5, 1966, LBJ Library.

3Ibid.
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are strong enough, to pursue our goals in the rest of the world while still building a Great
Society hére at home. 0

Lady Bird Johnson sensed the tension present in the government and realized the
new year would hold many challenges. In her diary she described the State of the Union
evening: AThe audience was cold and | ethargi
theRepublicans. After all, this is 1966 and an election year. . . . There was nothing that
reassured me it would be an easy year or a good year from listening to the State of the

Uni on Message or from |l ooking at the Congres

DemocraticDisharmony

Meanwhile, disunity continued to plague the Texas Democratic Party as its
conservative and liberal wings repeatedly clashed over issues such as civil rights and
Vietnam. By 1966, the honeymoon period crea
ended. Moreover, John Connally and Ralph Yarborough continued their decgde
political and personal feud, which only exacerbated tensions within the state party. Early
in 1966, the Young Democratic Club of Dallas County sent a resolution to thegptesid
calling for unity among Texas Democrats. T h

Democrats, are concerned that such a sad division among Democrats has manifested

4 Annual Message to the CoinBubleBaperson t he S
of the Presidents of the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson;11988810 vols.
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 196970),1: 3-12.

SLady Bird JohnsonA White House DiaryNew York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 1970), 352.
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itself within the state. The most al arming
issue vhich is developing between some of the supporters of our governor and some of
the supportefs of our senator. o

The national party also experienced gr owi
The Vietham War increasingly worried many Democrats. Senaidilliam Fulbright
of Arkansas, the skeptical chairperson of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, began
holding hearings on the conflict. LBJ feared that the Fulbright hearings would increase

public opposition to the war. He discussed this matterfwiths admi ni str ati onaos

Congressional | iaison Larry OO6Brien, worryin
woul d prevent Great Society |l egislation fron
actions as fAa very, very pdpeseddepislatiom.sHebr eak o f

instructed OO6Brien to Ahave some pretty ser.i
Congressional leadership about party unity and warn them about their prospects for the

upcoming midterm el ecti on sindwithiihattelevision[im cr owd 06

reference to the Fulbright hearings], youor e
got . O Appall ed with his fellow Democratso d
damnedest mess, and ‘youdve got no | eadershiop

A laterconversation at the end of February between President Johnson and

O6Brien portrayed the anxiety LBJ experience

6Letter, the Young Democratic Club of Dallas County to the President, January 9,
1966,Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box 73, LBJ Library.

/Telephone ConversationRecor di ng, Lyndon B. Johnson ¢
February 5, 1966, LBJ Library.
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AFul brightdés raising hell .o Johnson expl ain
decreased from 63 #P percent, and blamed amtiar De mocr at s who fAknock
percent off of Johnsondés moderate course to
Afdovesodo on the |l eft were making fiihawkso on t
nearer a hardercourseattm | woul d normally take. o The pr
were turning against Democrats and might embrace Republicans in the November
elections

Days later Hubert Humphrey met for about three hours with Fulbright and other
senators concerned with thieetnam War, such as Albert Gore, Sr. The vice president

called Johnson and described his efforts to defend administration policy. For Humphrey,

the meeting was unpl easant. He pondered: dl
just thiontk tthemdelevegs bound up into a |ittle
sitting around there just |ike a bunch of ol
could comprehend their fell ow Democratso6 ins
Southeast Asia. Theviger esi dent compl ained, Al just can
congressman, any informed citizen could have
Concluding their conversation, HumpBhrey cryp

As the months went by in 186President Johnson grew more anxious about the

year o6s approaching elections. Senator Joe C

8Telephone Conversations: Recordi ng, Lynd
February 28, 1966, LBJ Library.

9Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Hubert H.
Humphrey, March 2, 1966, LBJ Library.
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Democratic Party would lose seveiiiye seats in November. In a conversation with

Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbach, LBahkasted the continual problem of

Democratic disunity. He especially criticiz
behind this revolt up there on Vietnam. o Th
his party | ater thataryeagai ngiWwhatdd h.es.e .l itble

out a bunch of good liberal freshmen here by all this disharmony and this division, and
ités not going to help them. oo Johnson belie
i nto 1968 wh enrffor frésident] ism rotrgoiny o tbe worth a damn to them
if they get it.o Filled with apprehension a

~

il donét understan® why they candét see that.

Black Power and Division in the Civil Rights Movement
While the Vietham War ever more divided the Democratic Party, and the nation,

in 1966 the civil rights movement split over the issue of Black Power. In addition to

violent race riots which seemed to plague th
frightenad white Americans and worried older African Americans. A younger generation

of black Americans seemed determined to reject all forms of political, economic, social,

and cultural exploitation. Malcolm X, a Black Muslim minister who was assassinated in

eaty 1965, had previously awoken many African American youth to a new militancy.

He had called on African Americans to seize

10Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. JohnsoiNmhdlas
KatzenbachMarch 17, 1966, LBJ Library.
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criticized middleclass black leaders as being too conservative when allying with white
political figures. Malcolm X had further lambasted white progressive leaders, such as
President Johnson: #Alf he wasndt good in Tex

C. Because Texas is a lynch state. . . . And these Negro leaders have thg smugacit

and have some coffee in the White House with a Texan, a Southern érackeat 6 s al | h €
isdand then come out and tell you and me that
since hebdbs from the Sout h, he kaeolomwXs how t o d

believed the salvation of African Americans would occur through black empowerment,
not the benevolence of whites. fcdlldédi s govern
democracy has failed the Negro. And all these white liberals have defiaitely the
Negrtlo. o

By 1966, Mal col m X6s | egacy had inspired
Carmichael, the chairperson of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC).
Carmi chael coined the term fABIl daakofPower o0 in
black liberationt? Black Power divided the civil rights movement between nonviolent
and militant factions, and terrified the white community. When asked about Black

Power , LBJ responded emphaticall yepowérl am not

1IMal col m X, #fAThe B a&HeAmeticammQivilRights Bul | et , o |
Movement: Readings & Interpretatiqresd Raymond D6Angel oo ( New Yor
Hill, 2001), 41427.

12t okely Carmichael , i TheAmericdn CBilRights Li ber a
Movement: Readings & Interpretatigns e d . Raymond D6 Angel o ( New
Hill, 2001), 43538.
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What | am concerned with is democratic power, with a schath Johnson, white
liberals, and traditional civil rights leaders feared a white backlash against Black Power

that would be directed toward all African Americans.

Conservatives on theise in Texas

John Tower and other Texas Republicans saw such increased angst among the
white citizenry as conducive to future Republican electoral successes in the Lone Star
State. Much had changed since the 1964 Democratic landslide just two ykars kar
1966, Texas Republicans believed it- i mperat:.
term viability in the state, and they thought they had a fighting chance to do just this.

Preparing for his reelection, Tower urged his fellow Texans torréim to
Congress. A pamphlet by the Tower campaign
presence of Senator John Tower in Washington gives Texas the distinct advantage of
having its voice heard in the highteast | eader
most Texans considered themselves Democrats, Tower portrayed himself as above the
partisan fray, instead noting his conservati
in both domestic and internatifecaval af fairs.
organizer and leader of the dedicated group of Senators who had the determination to
stand up and fight to defend Section 14B of the-Haifitley law; a defense that

ul ti mately pr es daaxWoekdthw.oQlkearly ant fartetulfy,sSerti g h t

13Lyndon B. JohnsoriThe Vantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency,-1963
1969(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1971), 167.
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Tower presented the view of the majority of Texans . . . that a man must retain the right
and the free choice to either join or not to
secured a seat on the powerful Senate Armed Services Committee gasgchim
significant publicity as the Vietham War escalated. The campaign pamphlet recalled an
earlier speech by Tower in April upon his return from a trip to Southeast Asia when the
senator explained: Al conti nueminatonte upport ou
preserve the independence of South Vietnam, and | hope all Texans similarly support
hi m. We are the free worldos | eader in conf
toward a world of peace and stability. . . . Itis a struggle in which Amesisoundly in
the MiTowterostressed his backing of LBJ&s pol
Texans approved, seeing the conflict in Southeast Asia as a critical front in the Cold War.
Johnson, as a native son, remained personally popular is, Tané Tower carefully
highlighted an important area in which he agreed with the president.

Among Texas Democrats, the Connaligirnes wing of the party remained in
power in Austin. Connally again would be th
and Barnes solidified his grasp on the Texas House speakership. Preston Smith, a state
senator from Lubbock, and arguably even more conservative than Connally, won the
Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor. Texas Attorney General Waggoner
Carr, a longme Connally ally, earned the opportunity to battle Tower for his Senate seat.

Only the TowerCarr race appeared challenging for Texas Democrats, as the other

4 amphl et, fAPai d ProeParis Newsllne 5 1966pHExe ment t o
PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box 70, LBJ Library.
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candidates faced weak Republican opposition. In a memorandum after the primaries in
thesprinppf 1966, | awyer Preston A. Weatherred of
government, with John Connally as Governor, Preston Smith as Lieutenant Governor,

Ben Barnes as Speaker of the House, and Crawford Martin as Attorney General, will

remain firmly conservate and the votes will be forthcoming to carry forward a

progressive program. . . .0 He congratul at e
Republicans, and independents Awho voted in
determined to keep Texas anoagsisosound, sane, afd solvent go

Democrats and Republicans in Texas focused their attention on the-Cawer
race. As noted, Republicans especially viewed this election as critical for thietong
prospects of their party in the Lone Star &ta$ince his election to the Senate in 1961,
Tower had courted support among Mexican Americans in Texas in the belief that earning
a significant share of their votes could be the difference between victory and defeat. The
GOP bel i eved t hllagiancésdotthe Democfadcdiarty sodld be swayed
in its favor. Connally in particular had become unpopular among many Mexican
Americans by 1966 because of his hostility t
legislation. Tower and Texas Republicansampaign advertisements portrayed
Democrats as taking the Latino vote for gran

but doing nothing for them once in office. Tower and his operatives hoped that a

13viemo, Preston A. Weatherred twetPresident, June 10, 1966, Ex PL/ST 43,
WHCF, Box 70, LBJ Library.
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younger generation of Texaispanicsvould see oppaunities for their own
advancement in the GOP.

In the midst of the campaign season, Connally, Barnes, and Carr committed a
politically myopic act which fully inflamed tensions between Texas Latinos and the
conservative Democratic establishment. Ingsbof harsh working and living
conditions in rural South Texas, a group of migrant workers and labor organizers had
begun a march from the Rio Grande Valley to Austin, where they hoped to meet with the
governor on Labor Day to address their concerns.k@bksome four hundred miles in
the hot Texas summer, the marchers garnered significant media attention. Connally had
no desire to hold a meeting with the group in Austin, where he feared sympathizers from
around the state would gather and create a senahtlemonstration. Yet failing to
receive the exhausted marchers as guests could prove equally embarrassing. Even though
the protestors annoyed the governor, he did not want to come across as insensitive.
Therefore, Connally, Barnes, and Carr deciteithtercept the marchers on August 31 in
New Braunfels, where they believed they could hear their demands and create less of a
scene.

The result was a public relations disaster for Texas Democrats, especially among
the Mexican American community. Bame | at er refl ected regretful
of us realized that pulling up beside a ragtag group of tired, hepabrtmarchers in a

shiny, black, bulletproof Lincoln Continental might send the wrong message. We must

16Memo, David T. Lopez to Sheridan C. Lewis, August 13, 1964, Gen PL/ST 43,
WHCF, Box 72, LBJ Library.
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have looked like the fatatbank r s come t o toss a penny at t he
newspapers captured this striking image in photographs printed across the state. The

Democratic leaders confidently argued they had provided sufficient support to the

Mexican American community throbhgeducation initiatives like Head Start and more

funding for schools, and concurrently warned the group not to continue the trek to Austin.

Connally sternly and impatiently proclaimed that he would not be in the city on Labor

Day, and even if he were t@ phe would not meet with the marchers. The flagrant

arrogance of the Democratic politicians infuriated the group and its supporters. Texas

AFL-CI O | eader Hank Brown bluntly described Cc
an ass of t h beNewBraurfeds. meeting A athereAntonio Gonzales, a key

|l eader of the march, surmised: Al would say
Tower, not because they I|li ke Towerds positio
two-party system,andas pr ot est a ¢ aowersand the Pexas GOH thus 0
benefittedromCar r 6 s associ at i advised conflontaomwithéghe | v and

marchers.

A Summer of Anxiety and Tragedy in Texas
During the summer of 1966, as racial unrestsimmered t he nati onds <cit
demonstrations against the ewadening war in Vietham grew more intense, a mood of

unease spread across the country. Texas itself was not immune to such anxiety, despite

17Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building: Tales of a Political Life, from LBJ
throughGeorge W. Bush and Beyo(&lbany, Tex.: Bright Sky Press, 20000-93; and
Dallas Morning NewsSeptember 1, 1966.
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having one of its own in the White Hous&ctually, mary Texans lamented that the
president had not been tough enough against Black Power advocates and Vietham
protestors. In August, John McKee, president and managing director of the Dallas Crime
Commission, wrote LBJ to express his concern about rising dgrations throughout
the United States. RnThere i s evidence of a
individuals as cartburning draftdodgerss[c], the pseudentellectuals who contribute
nothing to a free society, and those who are opposed to the Watnam. Many of
these individuals and/or groups abuse the privilege of freedom of speech, as well as the
prestige of our President and our nation. o
undecided, the abusive, and those who are contributing tatérnal problem of moral
decay. | believe that these individuals actually constitute a midosityall, but highly
vocal groupd and that the great majority of our American people are solidly back of you
as President, and of our country. . . . It ispeysonal belief that you have been much too
considerate of such groups?® It is time to t
Further troubling, a Texas Poll released in18&ptember suggested that white
Texansod acceptance of bl acrthagsoweds from t he ¢
particularly in the wake of the emerging Black Power movement and recent urban riots:
Between 1963 and 1964, similar statewide studies had shown that the
Negro had gained dramatically in many areas of racial integration. Within that
twelvemont hsdé period, for instance, acceptan
majority in public transportation, use of restaurants, school integration, and

church attendance. As many as-segenth of all white Anglos had changed
their views in favor of egality on some of these situations.

18| etter, John McKee to the President, August 15, 1966, Ex PR 4/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 25, LBJ Library.
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The new study, completed in August, shows that this trend has stopped or
at best is now slowed down to an almost imperceptible advance.
The second survey followed passage of the Civil Rights Act, which made
it illegal to practice opposition in many areas of integration. The new survey
follows increased militanéy in some cases accompanied by violéneenong
some elements of the civil rights movement.
The poll highlighted that most white Texans continued to oppose siparuig
swimming pools, attending social gatherings, and living next door to African Americans.
East Texans in particular opposed these aspects of integiation.
Regarding international affairs, most Texans continued to believe in the necessity
of confrontng communism in Southeast Asia. A poll released in&egdtember showed
continued support among Texans for the war in Vietnam, even as skepticism grew
nationally. I n fact, 55 percent of Texans s
outtowinte war , 0 while only 19 percent supportec
policy and merely 14 percent favored withdrawal. Strikingly, while a growing number of
Americans had begun to question the war as a worthwhile national priority, a majority of
Texans hoped the administration would employ more military force in Vietitam.
No event in Texas during the summer of 1966 seemed to symbolize the anxiety
permeating through the state and national mo

rampage at the Univergibf Texas on the first day of August. Whitman, a former marine

who attended UT, stabbed his wife and mother to death before barricading himself in the

1% The Texas Poll , 0 16, €pnfidentidh Feler, Bok &1, LBJL 9 6 6 P R
Library.

20 The Texas Poll,0 September 11, 1966, PF
Confidential File, Box 81, LBJ Library.
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observation deck of the University of Texas Tower where he conducted an hour and a
half long shootingsree. Before Austin police officers killed him, Whitman murdered
fourteen people while wounding another thittyo individuals. The cover dfife

magazine showed a ghastly image of the Tower seen through windows littered with bullet
holes. People acrofise state and nation wondered how such a terrible mass murder
could occur in their day and age. Bill Helmer, on campus at the time of the massacre,
wrote in theTexas Observear hr ee weeks | ater: AThe man on t
killer. He was more mad craftsman. Charles Whitman carried out his work

methodically, soberly, and with extraordinary skill not found in an impassioned murderer.
Alone on that parapet, viewing the world below him through the cross hairs of a
telescopic sight, he singlendedly turned a quiet campus into a battlefield littered with

dead and?wounded. 0o

Connallydés Political Shrewdness
As such troubles plagued Texas and the co
continued to grow. In September Wall Street Journatr gued t hat Connal l yo
leadership and shrewdness had prevented Texas from becoming a tpatinsiate.

AHe has sl owed Texas0 drstyldtivoparty steéerwdtha e c omi ng

liberal Democratic Party and a conservative Republi@atyPand has preserved at least

21 jfe, August 12, 1966; anglill Helmer, Bldod-Soaked TextbooksBexas
Observer August 19, 1966in Char Miller, ed. Fifty Years of the Texas Obser{&an
Antonio, Tex.: Tinity University Press, 2004325-30. For more detail about this
tragedy, see Gary M. Lavergre Sniper in the Tower: The Charles Whitman Murders
(Denton: University of NortAexas Press, 1997).
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a while | onger the firm control of the conse
from Texas exclaimed: fAHeds halted the trend
have. Hebs set backandealddedecadd.so anAl Itihlee rRae
Houst on s ur mmosey peopleimavé adways felgit silly to get involved in two
parties if they could run the state through one. | very regretfully have to admit that John
Connally has used his power angptarity most effectively to enable the establishment
to keep doing this a few more years. o Texan
would be reelected easily to a third term in November.

The article discussed @overnog Ml Gobnallypol i ti c a
has built his consensus partly be keeping conservatives happy with his stands on national
i ssues, opposing Medicare, federal aid to ed
state level, he has stood firm against a minimum Mageand aided by a sales tax
started by his predecessor and by the long economic boom, has gotten by with only
modest tax increases of his own. o However,
l i beral s. AMr. Connal | ynytardkandfiteeaensofl i ber al e n
moderate or generally liberal leanings. He has increased state support of education,
strengthened health programs, raised welfare levels and teacher pay and enlarged water
development programs. New and expanding industrieskepteemployment high,
hel ping the governor with poorer voters.o T
strengthened the power of the Texas governor and had worked well with Ben Barnes,

whom he viewed as a potential successor.
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However, the article desbed how Democratic disunity could hurt Waggoner
Carrod6s attempt to unseat John Tower , mirror.i
Republican first won election to the Senate. Many liberal Democrats again planned to
vote for Tower .ke iNlheyCamnndondyngsgersvati sm bu
best way to advance their own cause for the longer term is to strengthen the Republican
Party. Their analysis, which Republicans agree with, is that a stronger GOP would attract
conservative Democratstd the Republican primaries, leaving the liberals stronger in the
Democratic primaries. 0 One | i beral Democr at
to save the Demo®ratic Party in Texas. o

In a late September article ©he Wall Street JourngAlan L. Otten described
supposedly frequent tension between LBJ and Connally, two old friends and political
partners. ARAs President, Lyndon Johnson i s
making liberal appointments that Gov. Connally deploresgd®rnor, John Connally
has wielded his considerable influence with Texas Congressmen and with governors and
other national political leaders to fight these proposals and appointments. Moreover, he
frequently takes conservative standson Texasidssies d s t he Presi dent doe
particularly like.o Otten explained that Co
Congressional delegation to vote against White House proposals to ban stéte right

work laws. Additionally, Connally used his influence in Congoesa redistricting to

22Nall Street JournalSeptember 20, 1966, Office Files of Frederick Panzer, Box
353, LBJ Library.
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make new districts more hostile to liberal members. Clearly, the Texas governor was his

own man, protecting his personal political interests in the Lone Star*State.

LBJO6s Growing Worries

As the midterm elections drew nearer, li®tame increasingly concerned with
how voters would treat his party in the wake of mounting domestic and international
crises. In late September the president and his Defense Secretary Robert S. McNamara
discussed recent race riots in San Francisco audfédar of contemporary white attitudes
toward the civil rights movement. LBJ griev
Theydre just driving otthebBegma8Wwv ¢ & ohesef t hheghk
McNamara concurred with the presidentregargi t he ri oting, confessi:
thought this morning was this was a real bloBetwn[v. Board of Educatign . 0

Johnson continued:

What weob6re doing . . . thereb6s a great
to be a pretty solid front against ustie South, which when put with the
Republicans, gives them control. And 1 06n
be about as bitter. : : . So webre in tro
howtdt heydore writing amésdmayi sgnowwdire gobe
fast, and | donodi tsbéese uan tdhaimnk atbhlien gt o ncea nt
t welve years you canboBrownavrBoagdolout the | aw
Education.

McNamara then referred to a recent poll he viewed stating tharé2nt of Americans
believed President Johnson was moving too fast on civil rights. LBJ complained he was

trapped in the middle, with most whites convinced he was doing too much and many

23\Vall Street JournalSeptember 28, 1966, Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box 70, LBJ
Library.
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African Americans feeling the president needed to move more swifthye quest for
racial Justice. Mc Namara di%ly predicted,

ABy God, wedbve got riots in all the major
15 percent, 0 an exasperated LBJ compel ai ned t
Court Justice, Abe Fortas. LBJ feared that a conservative backlash against his civil rights
policies was I mminent. Al just talked to [V
he said itdéds more than Vi et amathofthemtpdts mor e t h
together . o Johnson snarl ed: ddcwanthis whi t e ma
car turned over and he dondét want some Negro
AWebve got to do somet hi ng ttdamn[tokelgle t hem up,
Carmi chael, and uphold it.o According to th
el se t® death. o

Later that same day Johnson visited with former President Dwight Eisenhower by
telephone. The two men primarily discussed the war @ndm. Eisenhower assured
Johnson of his wholehearted support in the c
nasty and unpredictable thing wedve ever bee
Vice President Richard Nixon, who recently had beena@it zi ng LBJOs effort s
Vietnam. LBJ viewed Nixon as a political opportunist attempting to score points for the

Republicans in the upcoming elections. Eisenhower, who at best held lukewarm feelings

24Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. JohasdrRobert S.
McNamara, September 29, 1966, LBJ Library.

25Te|ephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Abe Fortas,
October 3, 1966, LBJ Library.
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for his former vice president, made no attempt to dkféimon. Johnson saw no
consistency in Nixonb6s attacks, further rein
hack: fHe changes [pPPositions] each day or tw
As the days in October went by, Johnson continued to fret over disunity in his
Democratic Party with regard to Vietnam. He appealed to Senate Majority Leader Mike
Mansfield for party cohesion in Congress, especially singling out Senators William
Fulbrightand Vance Hawdthkés madaBulboiught he goddamne
that 6s caused us to | ose our wholedforeign p
whobés got two boys he 6&heasaises hell dith meaeseryglayi ng t o
Hedusstj gone nuts because heds scared to deat
tormented LBJ and for him foreshadowed future electoral defeats of the Democratic
Party?’
The president urged his administration officials to publicize notable developments
in his policies. He ordered aide Henry Fowler to request daily positive reports from
cabinet officers to balance negative attacks by Republicans. LBJ lamented to his
assis ant: A[ House Republican Leader] Jerry For
bad than all my el even cabinet officers do a
raising hell about our missiles . . . and [am#ir Senator Wayne] Morse is hitting at us,

and Jerry Ford [also] .o Johnson expressed c

26Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Dwight D.
Eisenhower, October 3, 19668J Library.

27Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Mike Mansfield,
October 11, 1966, LBJ Library.
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growing resentment of the military draft for the Vietham War would endanger
Democratic prospects for success in the approaching fall eleétions.

Ever the opportunistic politian, Johnson courted his chief Congressional critic
William Fulbright, appealing for Democratic and American unity. The president
confessed that he expected a setback in the midterm elections for Democrats. He
di scussed North Vi etionswould s akkeerendenfonttishat t he el
Southeast Asia policy and lead to his ouster from office. LBJ elaborated that Hanoi, as
well as the Chinese government, entertained
throw the murderer Johnson out of officei Nov ember . 0 Johnson, incr
the media, blamed American newspapers for implying to U.S. enemies that this
development would occur as a result of the Congressional elections. The president tacitly
suggested to his critic that an increasathber of Republicans in Congress might mean
more support for his Vietnam pol i cyd AThe F
every damn one of them. We never | ost a Rep
skillfully attempted to warn Fulbright th®emocratic disharmony could lead to more
Republicans in Congress, who would perhaps call for even further drastic action in
Vietnam?®

LBJ embarked on a trip to Asia during late October 1966, the highlight of which

was the Manila Conference from Octol28-25. At Manila, the U.S. met with leaders of

28Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Henry Fowler,
October 11, 1966, LBJ Library.

29 Telephone ConversationBecording, Lyndon B. Johnson and William
Fulbright, October 11, 1966, LBJ Library.
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South Vietnam, South Korea, and other Asian and Pacific allies to express solidarity in
the Vietnam War. The major goal of the trip was to show Americans the progress of
democracy in Asia. Bill Moyers metlously planned the trip as a public relations boost,
and large supportive crowds turned out to see the American president on his stops
throughout Southeast Asi a. The Manil a Conf e
South Vietnam and increased sopublic confidence in his foreign policié$.

Upon the presidentds return from his Asia
S. White, a journalist sympathetic to the administration. The two men discussed press
coverage of the Manila Conference, withIN&ms believing it had been positive overall.
LBJ determined to pursue his Vietnam policy regardless of his anxiety about the

approaching November elections. Johnson asserted to his journalist friend that he would

not be campaigning for fellow Democrats He expl ained: Al 6m not r
trying to make this a big race with me, and
been |l osing fifty every year since 1890, and
have 190. |l damstmadj ohiaveg af geidxty men. O Jo

wildly between foreboding and acceptance of defeat for his Democrats, began in the days
|l eading to the elections stressing that hist

years. LBJ soug to shift blame away from himself. However, Johnson acknowledged:

30Robert DallekFlawed Giant:.Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 198173
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 388.
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AAnyway, i1f | got the hell beat out of some
woul dnot33 hurt me. o
In talking with House Speaker John McCormack about the recent Manila

Confaence, the president lambasted the American media for not giving it enough

attention. ARnThe papers never have printed I
Conference], because theyodre mean Republ i can
critcismbyRepubl i can | eaders of the conference: f
Ford says . . . we had a great deal of divi s
know where he got it. Heds got a mean polit

the Seaker of the House to illustrate the positive qualities of his Asian trip to campaign
audiences?

Ri chard Nixon vocally criticized the Mani
policy in the days prior to the midterm elections. Ne&sv York Timeprinted the éxt of
a speech made by Nixon while campaigning for Republican candidates. Calling the war
in Vietnam fAone of the central i ssues of our
current policy resigns America and the free Asian nations to a war wiuidh last five

years and cost more casualties than Korea. 0

31Te|ephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndoddhnson and William S.
White, November 3, 1966, LBJ Library.

32Te|ephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and John
McCormack, November 3, 1966, LBJ Library.
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Conference, alleging they firaised some gr ave
by President Johnson before the American people go to the polis eneNmb &r 8. 0

Ni xon6s remarks infuriated LBJ. He compl
of a bitct® did you seeNew York Timgs what he sai d a*hwhle us, thi
Johnson and William Fulbright were beginning to see their relationship staeed
Vietnam, they found unity in their disdain for Nixon. The president grumbled to the
senator: fiHe [ Nixon] has questioned and deno
wants to escalate the war and the next day he wants to deescalate it. . . néle has
conception of whatodés going on about it. He
Conference. 0 LBJ, seeking to win one of his
Fulbright to paint Nixon in public as wanting a permanent presence in Vietham. The
smator was reluctant howevé@&mobedydsi mayigng Am

attention to him. After you commented on him, the son of a bitch immediately becomes

news. ldm a | ittle afraid of building himu
AHe had the meanest speech in Memphis you ev
that wedre killing men because we . . . woul

33New York TimesNovember 4, 1966.

34Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. dohrand Hubert H.
Humphrey, November 4, 1966, LBJ Library.
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traitor stuff that he pulled on Truman and Rayburn. He called them traiors,

remember, b®&ck in Korea. o

The 1966 Midterm Elections
Five days prior to the election, Joe Belden of the Texas Poll predicted that voter
turnout would determine the result of the Senate race, with a lighter turnout favoring
Tower . i S elinaghdhe inclimberg, began ¢he race as the underdog, if for
no other reason than the fact that he is a Republican. Carr has had thredulvintage
of Democratic strength in Texas more than six out of ten voters think of themselves as
Democrats,whé a | i ttle over a ténth say they are
Another election night profile previewed the 1966 races and analyzed how
different regions of Texas typically voted. The report, as Belden had surmised,
emphasized that a lower voter turnout woulghEbwer. Also, liberal Democrats hoped
for Tower s reelection, since Athis would he
truly two-party state with the Republicans conservative and the Democrats liberal. (Such
an occurrence does not appear rightovet he hori zon, however.)o R
while acknowledging he would vote for Carr, did little else to help him in the campaign,
due to his longstanding feud with Connally. Disunity again plagued Texas Democrats.

The report continued:

35Te|ephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and William
Fulbright, November 5, 1966, LBJ Library.

36i The Texas Poll, o November 3, 1966, Ex F
Library.
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Republican apgal traditionally has been strongest in the Panhandle and
the westerrsouthern sections of the state (especially in southwest Texas). There
is also considerable strength in the Dalast Worth area and in Houston, and to
a lesser extent in the South iRkand the SmitiRusk oasis of East Texas.
Democratic strength is centered in the rolling plains of west central Texas,
scattered counties in the northwest, lower east Texas proper, and in a handful of
counties on the Western side of the Rio Grande Plain.
The key Republican areas in the state are Dallas County, Harris County
(Houston), and Bexar County (San Antonio). Combined, these three account for
onethird of the statewide vote. The vast growth of a white collar population in
all three areas ithe last two decades has been one of the chief factors in changing
Texas from a strictpne party state to a sometime tparty state’’
David Richards recalled how many liberal Democrats refused to support Carr and
cast their votes for Tower. Richarelsx p| ai ned: A The arguments wer
revenge against reactionaries and building t
el ection would only diminish Ralph Yarboroudg
administration. 0i ghe frefalnect ed uUumpen 1t196é& < on't
election more than any other that crystalized the notion of the kamikaze liberals of Texas.
Webéd rather go down in flames than be trappe
candi #ates. o
Ultimately, election dy, November 8, 1966vasa defeafor the Johnson
administration, with a voter backlash against the Democratic Party. The Republican

Party increased its numbers by 47 in the House and 3 in the Senate. Democrats

maintained control of Congress, but witheduced margin: 248 to 187 in the House of

37"Memo, Paul Altmeyer to Frederick Panzer, October 26, 1966, Office Files of
Frederick Panzer, Box 544, LBJ Library.

38pavid RichardsPnce Upon a Time in Texas: A Liberal in the Lone Star State
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 200223-24.
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Representatives and 64 to 36 in the Senate. In addition, the Republicans won 8 new
governorships, including Californtay conservative Hollywood actor Ronald Reagan.
Each party now contiong® The datiod Bad expreasseditsor s 6 man s
dissatisfaction with Vietnam, civil rights, and the Great Society, in a rude awakening for
LBJ.

Conservatives in particular expressed confidence in their understanding of the

reasons for the Regsasmnld6& &Richard Nieoh stated daysarior s uc c

to the election: fANow that wedve come part o
rest of the way. o Il n his memoirs, Ni xon | at
massiveatl ohnson WenOet&ikved that fAthe fatal f1.

precisely its inclination to establish massive federal programs. The price tag was
astronomical .o Ni xon also claimed: AJohnson
and told them why we weff@hting in Vietham or how deeply American troops were
actuall y®involved. o

A closer look at the election results provided LBJ with cause for concern. The
Democratic majorityods | ead in the House of F
actuality, ths margin was even smaller for the Johnson administration, due to an
estimated fifty southern conservative Democrats who often did not support Great Society

policies. LBJ and House Democratic leaders would have to maintain strict control over

39%Robert Dalek, Flawed Giant 33839.

40perry D. Hall, ed.The Quotable Richard MNixon(New York: Droke House,
1967), 92; andRichardNixon, RN: The Memoirs of Richard Nix¢gNew York: Grosset
& Dunlap, 1978), 26+777.
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party membes in the next Congressional term if they hoped to pass any significant Great
Society legislation. The most critical Republican gains appear to have been in state
governorships, with the GOP picking up eight. Frustrating for LBJ, reelected Governor
GeorgeRomney of Michigan and Governetect Ronald Reagan of California
immediately generated political buzz from their supporters about running for president in
1968, as did Richard Nixon, who had spent time campaigning for Republicans.
Following the election Ni xon termed the results fithe sha
generdtion. o

Furthermore, beginning to fulfill Johnson
and Ben Barnes, the Republican Party made inroads in the once solidly Democratic
South. Repblicans added 5 southern House seats, giving them a total of 23
representatives from states which once belonged to the Confederacy. Included in this
number was George H. W. Bush of LBJO0s home s
representing a wealthy arealdduston. Segregationist Senator Strom Thurmond of
South Carolina, who was once a Democrat but left for the Republican Party, was
reelected. Republican gubernatorial candidates won in Arkansas and Florida for the first
time since Reconstruction. Lastlg,a critical victory for Texas Republicankhn
Tower defeated Waggoner Carr by almost two hundred thousand votes to retain his

Senate seat. Tower clearly benefitted from

4lwashington PosNovember 10, 1966.
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national affairs, as well as Latinovotérs di sdain f or Carr . Tower w

of Mexi can Americansd ball ot s, a hi®toric nu

After the Midterms
AWedbre bruised and battered, but not down
Humphrey confided to Johnson the day after the midterm elections. The president
initially said little, obviously disappointed, but soon attempted to understand and put the

bestspipmossi bl e on the defeatd.i t 6l4e nwttaratse dy:o ofdWe

l' i ke 1t, but itdéds something wedve got to rec
understood and rather easily exphasbed. 0 L B
defeat: Al think when . . . some of our fool
many billions itébés going to take and . . .ot
think you can expect much tmelowdife stufflikethe Peopl
Negroes and the labor un®fsidb een doi ng. o Recognizing publ
rights and the Great Society, Johnson contin

things helped us much and I think folks will reat
In the days following the November elections the president worried over the next
year os feder al budget, believing that | arger

require spending cuts. In a conversation with Secretary of Agriculture Orvillsm&nee

42\bid.; New York TimesNovember 9, 1966; antbhn G. TowerConsequences:
A Personal and Political Memo{Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1991),8

43Te|ephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Hubert H.
Humphrey, November 9, 1966, LBJ Library
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an agitated LBJ mandated cuts for the India

giveawaydaydt hey voted t hem ou* Thepresidehthadae | ast Tu

similar conversation with his secretary of the interior, Stewart Udall. He exadaim

iwWedve just got to cut | ike® hell, as you can
Johnson increasingly grew more anxious about Republicans potentially slashing

his Great Society programs. In late November he described this possible development to

Humphrey. Repl i cans were fAgoing to dtheNewt o cut al
[ Great] Society stuff. . . . Poverty is the
| ambasted the callousness of some Republ i can
demagogues argoing to say cut out negssentials. . . . Neassential is a Negro in

Jackson, WMississippi.o

Back in Texas, H. M. Baggarly, the widalgad columnist and editor of tAellia
Herald, as in years past again lambasted conservative Democrats for treatifgtal
wing of the party so badly, arguing that suc
shedding no tears over the defeat of Waggoner Carr. He kicked off his campaign by
kicking Ralph Yarborough in the teeth. One of his initial utteranceghaasie was

needed in Washington to give the Democratic Party the leadership it needed in the

44Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Orville Freeman,
November 10, 1966, LBJ Library.

45Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Stewart Udall,
November 11, 1966, LBJ Library.

46Telephone Conversations: Recordibgndon B. Johnson and Hubert H.
Humphrey, November 24, 1966, LBJ Library.
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Senate. It almost seemed that he was running against Ralph Yarborough instead of John
Towéer . o

In the aftermath of the election, Tom M. Cain, Jr., of Dallasesged his concern
about the current state of the Texas Democr a
that any serious Republican challenge cannot be overcome or even diminished in Dallas
County, unless all factions of the Democratic Party can kdedini. . Governor
Connally has made an excellent governor and enjoys wide bipartisan support. However,
his outspoken, Conservative, Party leadership is so resented by the Liberals that they
went to great lengths to show their dissatisfaction by vatgagnst Waggoner Carr for
Sena®or . o

Not just in Texas, but also nationally, Democrats remained divided over
Johnson6és Great Society and Vietnam policies
acrimonious meeting with Democratic governors, who questiomny of his domestic
initiatives. Secretary of State Dean Rusk called LBJ to inquire about the meeting. A
tired Johnson described his day: AThey [ Demo
rather insulting, and s oRuskwmdetedifteo we di dnodt
governors were worried about foreign affairs, but Johnson asserted they seemed most

concerned with problems at home. AThey di dn

47, M. Baggarly, RNovémber 7019661 BugeneBAd i t or , 0
Jones, edThe Texas Country Democrat: H. M. Baggarly Surveys Two Decades of Texas
Politics (San Angelo, TexAnchor Publishing, 1970p67-72.

48Letter, Tom M. Cain, Jr., to the President, 11/22/66, Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 74, LBJ Library.
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policy or defense, really refused to accept it, and spent alltimeirtalking about poverty

patronage, and civil rights guidelines, and {making general stuff that was not worthy

of any of us. o Johnson continu®ed to be plag
Political problems remained unabated for LBJ, even after ttieerm elections.

Things actually seemed to be getting worse. Lady Bird Johnson, who daily witnessed the

toll the nationds predicaments took on her h
peri od. She wrote: AA mi aslirizadtodrawtagraphb | e han
of when it began . . . | would say about December 10. All during December there was the

constant grind with the budget. o Vietnam ap
passing day. The first tbfaupeopteseemsdabe,ed: A The
6You must get excited, get passion&te, fight

In a memorandum to Jake Jacobsen in late 1966 aideMarvin Watson
analyzed the turmoil in the Texas Democratic Party. He explainddh e si t uati on it
Democratic Party of Texas is more chopped up now than any time since 1944. The
difference between now and previous years is the nature of the divisiveness. In previous
years the split was between liberal and conservative Demowititshe conservatives
sometimes bolting the party to support Republicans. Now, however, the basic split is
between loyal Democrat factions with the state AFHD officials in Austin supporting

the position of the dissidents. The dissident liberalsdviste Tower, Bush and Grover.

49Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Dean Rusk,
December 21, 1966, LBJ Library.

50Lady Bird JohnsonA White House Diary469.
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The split developed during the first Democratic primary and crystallized in the general

el ection. o Wat son noted that Robert Kennedy

the primaries, and he possessed information alietiiat the New York senator planned

to assemble a national political organization in early 1967. He warned Jacobsen that

Connallyds supporters should begin preparing

maintained control>>of his home stateds party
At the end of 1966, Johnson reflected on

elections, yet determined to continue a cosiselarto the one he established at the

year 6s beginning. That the election was a s

could be no doubt, but the president sought continually to provide explanations that

diverted some blame away from his White Housea tonversation witkUnited Nations

AmbassadoAr t hur Gol dberg on New Yeard6s Eve 1966,

the time you got every paper Owrllomedr i ca and

saying that the people voted against the Great Sodetyw | dondt t hink ther

guestion that they did vote against the riot

AEvery place | went they told me, 6We just g

Stokely Carmichael coming in here and talkingwtlieow they were going to eat the

white man up, 6 and that Bl ack Power thing sc

year 60s defeat s, LBJ nevertheless stildl bel i e

Vietnam while building a Great Society at home.a telling statement, he concluded his

51Memo, Marvin Watson to Jake Jacobsen, December 5, 1966, PL/ST 43,
Confidential File, Box 77 [1 of 2], LBJ Library.
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conversation with Goldberg by vowing: fAWeore
going to continue to be on the move in the fight on two fébiite fight against
aggression and the fight against the ancientersdrden d we dr e going to mov

fronts with full steam. o

Thus Lyndon Johnson entered 1967 bruised and battered, yet still confident in his
ability to achieve success in both domestic and international affairs and to hold together
his fragile Democrati Party. Yet the final two years of his presidency would prove even
more tumultuous for Johnson, his party, and the nation, and see the Republican Party,
seemingly so powerless after the 1964 debacle, resurgent, led by an old foe who craftily

channeledhe frustrations of a large segment of the American population.

52Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Arthur
Goldberg, December 31, 1966, LBJ Library.
109



CHAPTER 4
AA Great Tide Runningo:
LBJ, Texas, and the White House, 1961969

Lyndon Johnsondés final years in the White
the presidet, his Democratic Party, and the nation itself. Racial unrest, antiwar protests,
a confusing counterculture, assassinations of prominent individuals, aneenelirey
violence in Vietham domirtad the headlines. In particutar9 6 8 pr oved thone of
agonizing years any presidenshaver spent in the White Housas Johnson put it in his
memoir! By the late 1960s, Democrats faced troubled political waters, both in Texas

and nationally, as a result of LBJG6s policie

Increasing PoliticalProblems in 1967
Despite losses in the 1966 midterm elections, Johnson determined to hold his
party together to support his agenda in 1967. Yet with each passing day this proved more
difficult. Conservatives and liberals in the national Democratic Raritinued to battle
over Great Society spending levels and the Vietham War. The president feared division
woul d endanger the partyodos el ector al prospec
lamented the especially vocal persistence of such disunity inr€stp administration

of ficial Ni chol as Katzenbach: AOur partyods |

1Lyndon B. JohnsorThe Vantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency,-1963
1969(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1971), 532.
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the hell they think they can do. I donodot th

constituency of all thesec@pmtoigmwmends: iEl fagwme ncs
al ong among ourselves, | dondt see how anybo
donodt 2see it.o

Texans themselves divided over the admini
supported LBJOs ef f @ mdngTexans hapedehe presicent Il f anyt
would employ stronger military power in the conflict. In the spring of 1967, newspaper
editorials in Dallas, Waco, and other Texas
Vietnam, despite growing opposition nationallyhelTexas delegation overwhelmingly
defended the White House on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives, and on
March 20, Representative Jack Brooks of Beaumont, a staunch LBJ ally, added to the
Congressional Recoreditorials in support of LBJ andi&tnam?

However, by 1967 many Texans possessed gr
domestic initiatives, especially civil rights and poverty. John Tower and Texas

Republicans saw opportunity for continued growth of the GOP in the Lone Star State. In

March Waggoner Carr, Tower 6s former foe, wrot
in Texas: ATower and the Republicans conti nu
adult and youth. We need to get béisgspecially in organizing our youth. . .. Tower is

2Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Nicholas
Katzenbach, January 25, 1967, LBJ Library.

3Ex PR 4/ST 8, WHCF, Box 25 LBJ Library.
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already recruiting some of the top youth leaders of this State who helped me in the Senate

race. We could keep thenm on our side if we

In April, George Reedy sent LBJ a letter describing conversations from his recent
visit to Texas. H&oted that supporters Albert Jackson and Houston Harte expressed

concern about the presidentdés ability to c

ar

Reedy explained: Alnterestingly enough, neit

troubles are deito Viet Nam. They are both convinced that the principal issue is the

rioting in the large cities and Albert Jackson thinks that the 1968 election will really be

determined by the peace or turmoil that prevails this summer. If things are relatively

quig, he does not believe that any Republican can defeat you. But if there are a series of

riots, he thinks that the campaign will be

Houston, Everett Collier is considerably more optimistic. His only concemsanig of

stories that you might appoint Thurgood Marshall to the Supreme Court. He is confident

that this would cost you theée entire South
Speaking at a fundraiser in Birmingham, Alabama, John Tower predicted

Republican suass in 1968 and relished noting the divisions in the Democratic Party.

The Texas senator explained: Alt should be

between Southern Democrats and other Democrats, no such thing exists in our party. The

Southen Republican is indistinguishable from, for instance, the Western or Midwestern

41 etter, Waggoner Carr to the President, March 21, 1967, Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 74, LBJ Library.

SLetter, George E. Reedy to the Presidapril 10, 1967, Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 70, LBJ Library.
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Republican. We are all committed to such broad principles as revitalized state and local
government, decreased federal centralism, local control of education, fiscal regiponsib
and firmness agai hRepublicamsvinomn all pasts of theycouatny n 'y . 0
could sense an opportunity for victory in 1968, a dramatic development from their
staggering losses in 1964.

Compounding LBJO6s probl eecoameincreasmgly ci vi | roi
disillusioned with the Vietham War by 1967 as casualties mounted and its funding
drained resources from Great Society programs. Martin Luther King, Jr., who long had
possessed doubts about the conflict, went public with his oppogitiontBJ 6 s Vi et nam
policy in April 1967. Speaking at Riverside Church in New York, King voiced his
frustration that Vietnam had diverted the go
Poverty and threatened to bankgamproket he nat i o
and eviscerated as if it were some i‘dle poli
Civil rights |l eader Andrew Young | amented th
kind of war that nobody could win, that was not really in th&t beerest of the United

States, and that was seriously damaging the domestic progress we were making that was

6Speech, Senator Tower, Ap20, 1967 Speechesox/folder 2310, John G.
Tower Papers, Southwestern University, Georgetown, TX.

Martin Luther King, LyhdonB.JofinBoegndnd Vi et nam
American Liberalism: A Brief Biography with Documeritg Bruce J. Schulman
(Boston: Bedford Books el2. St. Martinds Press
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SO necessary.o He | ater recall ed: Al think
more dangerous and therefore more important for thetcouip . 0

Racial tensions simmered in Texas. On MayiI6furor exploded at Texas
Southern University, a historically African American school in Houston, when students
and police clashed following a rally on campus. The disturbance caused thousands of
dol arsé worth of property damage and | ed to
blacks believed the police had been too hdaayded in their use of force, while whites
generally viewed the incident as emblematic of other racial violence across the.€ountr
A large Anglo group from Hubbard sent LBJ an angry petition in response to it and other
events of racial strife in the state: i We
disregard for law and order in our country, led by Negroes likeeStdkarmichael,
whom Mr. J. Edgar Hoover has linked with a secret Mai@stnist [sic|] group, a
Chinese communist organization, dedicated to overthrowing the government. We are
expecting our president and Congress to put an end to this kind of lawéetdaeg
place in our midst, while our boys are dying in Vietnam to protect freedom at home

which we seefh to be Il osing. o

8Andrew J. Young, Jr., Interview by Thomas H. Baker, June 18, 1970, Interview
I, Transcript, Internet Copy, LBJ Library Oral History Collection, LBJ Library.

9For more detail about this everee Alwyn BarrBlack Texans: A History of
African Americans in Texas, 152895 2"¢ed. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1996), 19296.

10petition, Citizens of Hubbard, Texas, to the President, May 18, 1967, Gen PR
14/ST 43, WHCF, Box 312, LBUJbrary.
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Throughout the spring of 1967, John Tower continued to criticize the Democratic
administration. In a speech in Jackson, Mississthpi;Texas Republican lambasted the
White House for rising crime rates at home, unrest abroad, and overall declining
credibility. He caustically r emanading d: AThe
every phase of American life has created problems, n s o | vé Tower éne GOPO
activists | abored to increase the Republican
bl aming the nationds problems on Democrats.
A Texan from Wichita Falls expressed concern to LBJ about division within the
stateDemoat i ¢ Party, but professed continued suj
Democratic Party | think the Yarborough Connally feud is the most dangerous thing we
have in Texas. 0 Connall yds antagonism towar
i We iracorgact with the labor leaders in this area and the state and we were not able
to convince most of them that Carr was bette
pl ague on both your houses. 0 The Joanbor gr ou
Connally (who evidently planned Carrods strat
incidents were the T.V. and newspaper coverage of the Valley farm workers march,
where Connally firmly said no, and Carr stood beside him. Later at the stagmtonv
Connally exercised his power by preventing the seating of a labor liberal delegation from
Harris County. Then at the Carr dinner in Austin Allan Shivers was honored on the

platform and made a key speech. After that the labor and liberal foroesigagnst both

11speech, Senator Towevlay 19, 1967,Speechesox/folder 2310, John G.
Tower Papers, Southwestern University, Georgetown, TX.
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Connally and Carr. The small turnout was
The longrunning feud between Connally and Yarborough epitomized the historic
tensions between the conservative and liberal wings of the stategrattyould provide

Republicans an opening for further electoral success in Texas. Nonetheless, Texans

continued to support LBJOs Vietnam policy.

your handling of the international problems carries the endordevhtre majority of

Texans of oth parties. o

A Summer of Turmoil

The summer of 1967 became very challenging for the Johnson White House. In
June, in what became known as the Six Day War, conflict between Israel and its Arab
neighbors rocked the staibyl of the entire Middle East region and threatened to bring the
United States and Soviet Union into another tense standoff. The fighting in Viethnam
continued on its bloody course, trying the patieoicéhe American public. Lastly,
violent race riots buned down sections of major American cities, most notably in
Newark, New Jersey, and Detroit, Michigan, in Jdly.

Even a positive development for LBJ caused controversy, especially back in
Texas. Following the retirement of Texan Tom Clark, the presitened Thurgood

Marshall, a hero of the civil rights movement, to the Supreme Court in June. Marshall

12 etter, J. P. Coleman to the President, May 31, 1967, Ex PL/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 70, LBJ Library.

13For more detail, seRobert DallekFlawed Giant; Lyndon Johnson and His
Times, 19611973(New York: Oxford University Press, 19981 1-418, 42532.
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became the Courtos first African American | u
resented Marshall 0s succesBodwuJvBoardof e i n argui
Educationcase in which the Supreme Court ruled segregation of public schools
unconstitutional. Some people worried even before LBJ nominated Marshall that he
would make a liberal appointment to the Court. In March, a Texan from Wichita Falls
expressed concern about the vacancy created D
Mr. Johnson, appoint a reasonable man to take his place and not the Bobby Kennedy or
Earl Warren type. These two ultra liberals have done more harm to this nation than any
ten hard core communists ever thought possib
appoint John Connalf}#

The destructive riots in Newark and Detroit caused some Texans to fear violence
woul d plague their stateds wicetchaensanofthd n ear | vy
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, sent a memorandum to Marvin Watson
reflecting upon his visit to Texas. Meetings with church congregations in the Dallas
African American community encouraged Holcomb, but he noted a senseetyan
among many whites. AfDall as is besieged by r
Hall to see if there is anything they can do to protect their property. To some extent,

there is a backlas® in the white community. 0

14 etter, James P. Kiel to the President, March 7, 1967, Name File, WHCF, Box
367, LBJ Library.

15Memo, Luther Holcomb to Marvidatson, August 2, 1967, Ex ST 43, WHCF,
Box 16, LBJ Library.
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Urban unresttook atollonLBJs appr oval rating and suppo
Society initiatives in his home state. In an August interview, reporters asked John Tower
to evaluate LBJO0s popularity in Texas. The
his domestic policies are nodjpular in Texas with the vast majority of the people. |
would say a vast majority of Texans support him in his position in Southeast Asia, but
they dondét particul at®lAffertheilohgesunimersof raterimte st i ¢ p o
across the countrygseral Longview, Texas, citizens signed a petition to the president
which stated: fiThe following voters are dian
to any tax money being used as a reward to rioters through such programs as urban
renewal, povertpy r ogr am, | Y Mang whitgoTexans beggan to@ssociate
Great Society spending programs with violent cities and the controversial Black Power

movement.

Vietnam Frustration
LBJ fervently continued his attempt to sell his Vietnam policy to areasngly
skeptical citizenry. He often invoked Texas history and imagery when talking about the
Vietnam War. One of his favorite anecdotes involved the Texas Rangers, the famous law
enforcement agency of the Lone Star State. Johnson frequently renfafkdde Ranger

is one that when you plug him . . . he just keeps coming. And we must let the rest of the

16Memo, George Christian to the President, August 5, 1967, Ex ST 43, WHCF,
Box 16, LBJ Library.

17Telegram, Citizens of Longview, Texas, to the President, August 9, 1967, Gen
PR 14/ST 43, WHCHBox 312, LBJ Library.
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world know that . . . if they ever hit us it is not going to stop ue are just going to
keep coming. 0 He encour agednisiks nmiolni tt &arey wlad

compared American soldiers fighting in Vietham with the heroes of the Alamo, the most

hall owed battle in TexansO6 memories. LBJ on
AHel | , Vietnam is just oundedkandjyoedahnwalmo .

needed somebody. Welblandby Gbobankl d6megdaiongdg t o
men who want to go with me, from McNamara r.i
carrying a gun. o I n hi ndydgrong,lgiventhdatthee anal ogy

battle of the Alamo was a loss for Texahs.

An August 27Dallas Morning Newsrticle analyzed the Texas Congressional
del egationdés attitude toward the Vietnam War
newspaper c etiexdnsin @dgressiiabbo at least some escalation of the
war in Vietnam and at the same time support President Johnson in his conduct of the war
thus f ar. . . . -tiree Congressmen and twolsenatarsudged at we nt y
least limited escaten of the war. Six other Congressmen said they would support the
president if he ordered a limited escalation but did not actually urge such action
themsel ves. 0 Only Bob Eckhardt, a-liberal r
escalation, lamenig that the conflict drained vital resources from domestic programs.

Some in the Texas delegation, especially John Tower, cried for increased military might

18william E. LeuchtenburgThe White House Looks South: Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Lyndon B. John&aton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 2005), 348; and Ronnie Duggerhe Politician, The Life and Times
of Lyndon Johnson: The Drive for Power, from the Frontier to Master of the S@\ate
York: W. W. Norton, 1982), 3B5, 14445.
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and heavy bombing. Theews never an admirer of Texasodos s

Ralph Yarboragh desired a settlement similar to the Korean conflict, but had been

largely silent on the war. Furthermore, John Young of Corpus Christi specifically

| ambasted Senator J. William Fulbright of Ar

andHenryB.Gnz al ez of San Antonio cautioned again

have the awesome respon%Sibility that the pre
John Tower continued traveling across the South and speaking against the

Johnson White House. He made certainto notethaithé¢ i ond0s probl ems wer

Democratic Party failures, and even referenc

gap. o While in Owensboro, Kentucky, the Tex

The Democratic Administration of our nation has left America suffering
fromeadfer ship gapo of frightening propor i
In Vietnam the Administration has led us into awio policy which
refuses the use of American power to end the war and promises us instead only
unending casualty lists or acquiescence to Communist victory
In the continuing chaos of civil disorders and climbing crime rates, the
Admini strationbés | eadership has for so | o
now believes it can successfully do anything to end the coddling of criminals, to
help local lanenforcement or to spur such letegrm solutions as better housing
and jobs.
The recurring pattern of our national Administration is a pattern of failing
leadership.
Current Democratic Administradion bure
impulsive to the pait of blindness in the use of federal power, and improvident in
the management of public funds. Their only solutions are more federal control
and more rednk spending®

19Dallas Morning NewsAugust 27, 1967, Office Files of Harry J. Middleton,
Box 48, LBJ Library.

20Speech, Senator Tow&eptembel 6, 1967,Speechedox/folder 2310, John
G. Tower Papers, Southwestern University, Georgetown, TX.
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Such condemnations exasperated the president. In&dptember telephone

conversation with Republican Senator Everett Dirksen of Illinois, LBJ lambasted senators

who criticized his Vietnam policy: Altds hur
bad. I f wedre going to ask t heersee, fwiev ec ahnuontdr
have every senator being a gener &, and ever

The Approaching Elections

By the fall of 1967, the national and state elections, just one year away, appeared
worrisome f or L BJ 0 stobBrelous Martnt Deputy €hairmiaryfor I n Oc
Minorities with the Democratic National Committee, sent Marvin Watson a memo with
clippings from theSan Antonio Expresset ai | i ng Governor Connal |l y¢
relationship with Mexican Americans. The article addesl a particular feud between
the governor and State Senator Joe Bernal of San Antonio. Bernal and other Mexican
American legislators previously had requested a meeting with Connally to discuss
Republican inroads within the Texas Hispanic commuegpeially after the 1966 U.S.
Senate race between Tower and Carr. Connally had not even replied to their invitation,
according to Bernal. | ncensed-Amdridareis st at e s e
sold on the national party, but having to take Gov.r@tiy for a fourth term, coupled
with his arrogance, is a hard pill to swallo

reasons he canét go f or Co n-sleclioh, Bernaltited he e v en

21Telephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Everett Dirksen,
September 28, 1967, LBJ Library.
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Connallyods failure lted teeak n dwlnencad d ytolse NMaw B4
confrontation with the Valley marchers, his refusal to withdraw the Texas Rangers from

the Valley and related incidents, and Connal
the lack of a single MexicaAmericanontheenst i t ut i onal revision co
Connally had written Bernal that placing a Mexican American on this commission just
because of race would amount to Areverse dis
continued to plague the state pay.

Dick West, elitorial editor for theDallas MorningNews cont empl at ed LBJ
standing in Texas one year out from the 19638
issue is hurting Johnson the most right now in Téxasil rights and riots, inflation,
Vietnam®dposHd phe answer: ACivil rights and
Viethamislasit hough serious. 0 West explained: nTe
The majority do not think he has been firm enough on civil rights and lawlessness. By
the sare reasoning, they would like for him to be even firmer on Vietham. Texans,
basically very patriotic, go to bat willingly when this country engages in any conflict.

But they Ilike to win it, and go home. 0 The
1967 most Texans equated urban riots and Black Power with the civil rights movement, a

troubling development for LB%.

22Miemo, Louis Martin to Marvin Watson, Octobk, 1967, Ex PL/ST 43,
WHCF, Box 70, LBJ Library.

23Dallas Morning NewsOctober 29, 1967, Office Files of Frederick Panzer, Box
122, LBJ Library.
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In November, th®allas TimesHerald reported on its recent survey of the Texas
Congressional del egatiowareghBdi ngiAlemast oala
congressmen cited voter discontent over the Vietham war, urban violence and higher
taxes. 0 For example, ARep. Olin E. Teague,
War and Great Society programs is outweighinganysyntpg f or Johnsonbs pr
Furthermore, ARThe dean of Texas congressmen,
concern over Vietnam would be balanced by Jo
Teague, however, said he found voters upset about duplieaitbwaste in antipoverty
progr®ams. o

In the late fall of 1967, John Connally announced that he would not seek a fourth
term as governor . Fol |l owi ngDalaeMomendg | yo6s deci
Newspr ai sed t he gover ngZansadmimstrationdas liftedtheT e x a s .
state to higher levels in education, highway development, the administration of welfare,
in traffic safety, race relations, tourist i
commented on Comdalcloyndgs ofli romepoltihtei st at e. i
the extremes of visionary liberalism, on the left, and stultifying reaction on the right. He
succeeded in his original purpose: To strengthen control by conservatives and moderates
with a 6fwhdicchn wforudrdt @i rect Texas along a pal

Lastly, in a subtle criticism of LBJ and the Great Society[Xakas Morning News

24Dallas TimesHerald, November 21, 1967, Office Files of Frederick Panzer,
Box 122, LBJ Library.
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not ed: AForemost in his mind has been a pers
againstthetidavaves of f eteral erosion. o
In aWashington Posdrticle, journalists Rowland Evans and Robert Novak
surmised that John Connallydés decision not t
LBJO6s chances of carryi ng Todryesusccessortot he 1968
Connally, and therein lies the reason why his retirement threatens Mr. Johnson.
Connally, essentially a conservative but commanding support across the political
spectrum, has for six years thwarted the inevitable evolution eparigDemocratic
Texas into a tweparty Texas of conservative Republicans and liberal Democrats. With
him gone, the evol # i onary process resumes. 0
Marianne Means, a Washington journalist who wrote a regular political column,
analyzed the i mpacteméntCoanalLByds political
Texas Democratic Party. She contempl ated: 0
Connally are so intimately identified with each other that most voters assume they
operate i n pol isnhoted that althoegh thiehad ndt alwadysbaen true, as
the two leaders often had disagreed in the past, recent developments illustrated their close
ties. She explained: AGov. Connallyds pendi
horrendous problems fdoine president in his home state. The Democrats are heading into

a messy primary which almost certainly will leave the party in disarray for the general

25Dallas Morning NewsNovember 11, 1967, Office Files of Harry J. Middleton,
Box 48, LBJ Library.

26ashington PostNovember 17, 1967, Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF, Box 74, LBJ
Library.
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election. The squabbling that has already surfaced indicates the Democrats are so wildly
divided a Rpublican may even sneak into the statehouse for the first time in memory.
And certainly without Connally on the ballot the 1968 JohrAdamphrey ticket is
consider abl y w?% Buditsirecogniiedthal aithowgls he aould be

controversial, Conrly wielded great political power in his state.

A Tumultuous Year Begins

I n retirement LBJ reflected: Al recal |l wvi
experienced so often during the final year of my administration. |1 sometimes felt that |
waslvi ng i n a c on Biinaed L9868 proved tb bera aightmaré for the
entire country.

In late January 1968, on the Vietnamese New Year of Tet, North Viethamese and
National Liberation Front (NLF or Vietcong) forces launched a massive attablirityn
four provincial capitals and numerous other cities across South Vietnam. Television
images of Vietcong guerrillas reaching the grounds of the U.S. embassy in Saigon
shocked Americans. Ultimately, U.S. and South Vietnamese soldiers repelle@d¢ke at
across the region and inflicted major damage upon the enemy combatants. However, the

Tet Offensive proved a devastating psychol og

2iprticle,Mar i anne Me a n(Washingtans G.)nNptembrer 30,
1967, Ex PL/ST 43WHCF, Box 70, LBJ Library.

28 yndon B. JohnsorThe Vantage Poin63233.
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prior pronouncements of progress in Vietham appeared completely baselesthand wi
merit in the wake of such a largeale, highly coordinated assatilt.

After the Tet Offensive, a couple from Big Spring, Texas, voiced the views of
many Texans on the Vietnam War . They extoll
i n or pSedtheastlAsiad It ig time to forget diplomacy and politics and take a
positive course of action in one direction or the other, putting the welfare of this country
ahead of all o%her considerations. 0

The Tet Offensive convinced many Americans thatiegnam War could not be
won and that the U.S. should reevaluate its foreign policy in Southeast Asia. LBJ keenly
understood that the conflict threatened his political future. Chief of Staff Marvin Watson
|l ater remember ed: i Th dtwaskileng Antkecans. Itdvass pi sed t h
destroying his dreams for a Great Society by sucking up immense amounts of money.
Simultaneously, as he realized more than anyone else, it was causing the disintegration of
his public approval and thus his abilitylead the nation. Nevertheless, it was his

conviction . . . that the webeing and safety of America from the worldwide ambitions

29George CHerring,LBJ and Vietnam: A Different Kind of Wekustin:
University of Texas Press, 1994), 1.55.

30Telegram, Mr. and Mrs. Guilford L. Jones to the Presidestiruary 14, 1968,
Gen PR 14/ST 43, WHCF, Box 312, LBJ Library.
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of hostile Communist governments required the United States to continue the Vietnam
strutgle. o

Domestic problems also intefied. Following the urban violence during the
summer of 1967, LBJ had appointed a bipartisan commission led by lllinois Governor
Otto Kerner to study the race riots and recommend actions to prevent future upheavals.
The Kerner Commission issued its rega February 1968, arguing that an underlying
racism that divided the United States into separate white and black societies served as the
primary cause of the riots. The report called for massive increases in federal spending to
alleviate the povertywhc h pl agued wurban bl ack ghettos.
finding infuriated LBJ, who believed it fail
to combat racism and economic inequality. Johnson further knew that the American
people, already weaf his Great Society spending, would reject additional government
aid to the poor, especially in an election year. In anger the president ignored the Kerner

Commission and gave little thanks to its members for their service, much to the chagrin

ofciviri ght s | eader s. NAACP | eader Roy Wil kins
think probably, maybe the word racism, white
go down in history as the preside?#t who had

31w. Marvin WatsonChief of Staff: Lyndon Johnson and His Presideigw
York: Thomas Dunne Books, 200£26970.

32Robert DallekFlawed Giant:.Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 198173
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 4836, 515517; and Roy Wilkins,
Interview by Thomas H. Baker, April 1, 1969, Interview I, Transcript, Internet Copy, LBJ
Library Oral History Collection, LBJ Library.
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Evenin these most trying times, a majority of Texans continued to support their
native son president. A poll on March 10 showed LBJ with a 51 percent approval in the
Lone Star State, with 36 percent unfavorable, surprisingly slightly better numbers than in
the previous fall. However, in a telling statistic, only 37 percent of Texans approved of
Johnsonés handling of the Vietnam War, whil e
that most of those who disagreed wnet h the pr
military response in Vietnam, rather than a withdrawal, consistent with previous samples
of Texanso6 preferred®courses of action in th
LBJ faced electoral challenges from within his own party as he contemplated
whether to seek another term in689 Eugene McCarthy, an antiwar senator from
Minnesota, won a surprising 42 percent of the vote in the New Hampshire Democratic
primary on March 12, magnifying Johnsonds vu
nemesis Robert Kennedy entered the presiglerace promising a departure from his
Vietnam policy. Interestingly, the presence of Kennedy caused some Texans to rally
behind their native son. LBJ received many supportive letters, telegrams, and local
resolutions when RFK, who was deeply unpopuialexas, announced his candidacy.
The writers generally supported Johnsonds <coO
annoying vocal minority of Americans. A group of Democrats from El Paso sent LBJ a
message foll owi ng Kentest.eGhptudirgythe maodochmaoye i n t he

Texans, they exclaimed: AWe are John Connall

333 The Texas Poll, o MarBok353 DBJLikta®y6 8, PR 16,
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will stand with you at the convention, during the election, and as individuals. [We] are
against Robert Kennedy, McCarthy, and the devilhs €4 f . 0o
In a telephone conversation with Wilbur Mills, LBJ discussed his unpopularity
among many Congressional Democrats during th

represent a majority of the senators and a good block of Democrats in thé Hhattee

southerners and not the Republicans, but a good block of Dendotragsl | me that | 0
not doing near enough in the cities and | 0m
going to burn down and all this #desnd of stuf
Report. Therefore theyodve got to have a cha
all this stuff that Bobby Kennedyods talking

Although a frequent critic of the administration, John Tower mostly remained an
ally to the White House on ¥it n a m. The Texas Republican rec
days of the Vietnam War, Johnson paid me what was, for him, the ultimate compliment:
6John, |l get more |l oyalty and support from vy
party. 60 Ladgr Bdrdr yobnmobharhyhnoted Tower o
watched Senator John Tower for the Republicans and Senator Joe Clark for the
Democrats on televisiénthe Todayshowd talking about Vietnam. What a twist of fate

it is to see the Administratié@nindeedusd being explained, backédyes, even

34Robert DallekFlawed Giant 51930; Gen PL/ST 43, WHCF, Boxes-75,
LBJ Library; Office Files of Marvin Watson, Box 37, LBJ Library; Telegram, El Paso
County Democrats to the President, March 20, 1968, Office Files of Maf&ison, Box
37, LBJ Library.

35Te|ephone Conversations: Recording, Lyndon B. Johnson and Wilbur Mills,
March 24, 1968, LBJ Library.
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defended by John Tower, while that reldbt Democrat Joe Clark slashes at the

Admini strationds policy with rfPfancor and emot
On March 31 (ironic in light of what would occur later this evening) thkbas

MormmingNewpr i nt ed an article titled fAiThe Mood of

from residents throughout the state and analyzed how they felt about the current times:

Most of all they [Texans] are troubled about the war in Viethahe
long, nagging war that has begun to strike closer to home.

They are troubled about a weakrssweakness they are not accustomed
to knowing. They see no clear victory possible in Vietndiney see weakness
in the cities where riots have left death and destruction. They experience
weakness in the doll ars they earn. They
leadership. . . .

Many Texans who only yesterday cried out for a tougkyatilassaulin
Vietnam in order to achieve total victory today are tempering their opinions. Now
they would welcome some kind of honorable peace so the boys of America could
come home and the nation could get on with its other business.

Most Texans interviewed wante§roes to get better breaks in jobs and to
become educated. But they are losing patience with those who riot, and those
who permit riots. Many are convinced the riots are inspired and led by

Communists. . . .

There was also a surprisingly large numberhpps a fourth of those
interviewed, who believe the countryods pr
Vietnam, the reporter found.

AThese people talked in terms of mor al

corporate greed, departure from Christian preceptaayaheral feeling that the
country has lost its sense of purpose and direction because of too many goals that
compete with and detract from thé nati ona

36John G. TowerConsequences: A Personal and Political Men(Bivston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1991364; and Lady BirdlohnsonA White House Diary
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 197856.

37Dallas Morning NewsMarch 31, 1968, Office Files of Harry J. Middleton,
Box 48, LBJ Library.
130



Longtime aide Horace Busby reflected upon LBJ during theseltuous days:
AAmeri cads agonies abroad and torments at ho
stood at the eye of a strange and swirling storm of unrest and division, and with him
stood the future of the office he held, the nation he led, and the ¢eubad chosen to

champion i the world. o

LBJO6s March 31 Announcement

LBJ faced a crossroads. In addition to his numerous political problems, Johnson
worried about his health and whether he could physically survive another term irfbffice.
On Sunday eening, March 31, 1968, LBJ gave a televised address to the nation. He
announced a bombing halt over most of North Vietnam to encourage the North
Vietnamese to begin productive negotiations for peace with the United States, and
acknowledged the divisiomé war had brought to the country. Johnson concluded his
speech with a revelation that shocked the political world:

There is division in the American house now. There is divisiveness among
us all tonight. And holding the trust that is mine, as Presideait the people, |
cannot disregard the peril to the progress of the American people and the hope
and the prospect of peace for all peoples.

So, I would ask all Americans, whatever their personal interests or
concern, to guard against divisiveness andsallgly consequences.

Fifty-two months and 10 days ago, in a moment of tragedy and trauma, the

duties of this office fell upon me. | ask
might continue America on its course, binding up our wounds, healing our

38Horace BusbyThe ThirtyFirst of March: An Intimate Portrait of Lyndon
Johnso®d s Fi nal Mew ¥York: Farraf) Stfaus erel Giroux, 20051.

3%F o0or more detail about [FlBnedGanth22a4 t h, see
526-28.
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history, moving forward in new unity, to clear the American agenda and to keep
the American commitment for all of our people.

United we have kept that commitment. United we have enlarged that
commitment.

Through all time to come, | think America will be a stger nation, a
more just society, and a land of greater opportunity and fulfillment because of
what we have all done together in these years of unparalleled achievement.

Our reward will come in the life of freedom, peace, and hope that our
children will enoy through ages ahead.

What we won when all of our people united just must not now be lost in
suspicion, distrust, selfishness, and politics among any of our people.

Believing this as | do, | have concluded that | should not permit the
Presidency to becoennvolved in the partisan divisions that are developing in this

political year.
With Americaébdés sons in the fields far
chall enge right here at home, with our ho

the balance every dalydo not believe that | should devote an hour or a day of my
time to any personal partisan causes or to any duties other than the awesome
duties of this officd the Presidency of your country.
Accordingly, | shall not seek, and | will not accept, the notioneof my
party for another term as your Presid&ht.
LBJ6s withdrawal stunned the country and
Democratic Party. A Texan had possessed a powerful leadership role in Washington
since the days of John Nance Garner and Sam
pusCoinal |l ydos decision not to seek reelection
arrived in the state party, which many Texas Democrats feared could hurt its long term
viability. Ben Barnes later argued:
The reality was, Texas Republicans had been bidingtthmee until
Johnson and Connallyweregdnand t heydd never been shy

July of 1967, before either man had yet bowed out of politics, Republican state
Senator Henry Grover had practically foamed at the mouth while talking about the

40 Address to the Nation Announc.i ng Steps
Reporting His Deci si orPubicdaperda theSPeesidentoé el ect i o
the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson, 12689 10 vols. (Washington: Government
Printing Office,19651970), 1: 46976.
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posi bilities for his party when those two
the South and West, is going Republican, o
supporters. AThe only thing that keeps T
Johnson i s f rmemdenioerat hirmselid Grovéy evbked a groan

from the audience when he talked about the Democrats nominating either Bobby
Kennedy or Vice President Humphrey in Joh
conservative Democrats groan justas muchadybo n 6t t &hak, ot hdoe
said

What is Happening to Our Country?

LBJ hoped his removal from the presidential race would allow the country to
work toward peace at home and abroad. sYésequergvents of turmoil and tragedy
only exacerbated a feeling of ominousngssmeating American society. On April 4,
just days after Johnsondés speech, a white su
Jr., sparking riots in cities across the country. John Connally did not help matters when
he remarked to members of the présdduc h of what Martin Luther |
of what he did, many of us could violently disagree with, but none of us should have
wi shed him this kind of fate. o Connally cal
chaos and the strife and the caifun and the uncertainty of this country, but whatever
his actions, he deserved not the fate of ass
Connal |l yds ¢ o mme ddafsa stateamerit aslaryené coaddspossildyrhave

mad®. O

41Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building: Tales of a Political Life, from LBJ
through George W. Bush and Beyd@Atbany, Tex.: Bright Sky Press, 200636-38.

42pid., 13940.
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As had beenthecasei t h John Kennedyb6s death and th
1964, LBJ empl oyed Kingds martyrdom to caj ol
week after Kingds slaying, Johnson signed th
termed the Fair Housing Act) intaw, which prohibited racial discrimination in the sale
and rental of housing. The issue of fair housing remained controversial, however.

George Bush voted in favor of the legislation and received much criticism in his Houston

district. Hetoldasupporer : Al am being fitted for my | ec
angry constituents in contentious meetings back home. In a letter to a friend, Bush wrote:

AThe r oofdbogdods e Hatred gurfaicen | have had more mail on this subject

than on \fet Nam and Taxes and sex all put together. Most of the mail has been highly
critical of my voté emotionalandmeénbut a | ittl e has been reas
convinced some people of the worthiness of the law by noting that soldiers of all races
werefighting and dying in Vietnam, many remained skeptféal.

Tragedy struck again just two months after the King assassination when a
disturbed Jordanian gunman murdered Robert Kennedy just moments after his dramatic
victory in the California presidentiatipnary. Lady Bird Johnson recalled the terrible
feelings of anxiety following RFKGO6sS assassin
Senator Mansfield came in. . . . He had a s

happening to oefFinguatrpeibngThaesfFeepwal ker i

43George H. W. BushAll the Best, George Bush: My LifeLetters and other
Writings (New York: Scribner, 1999), 10¥14; andRobert A.Mosbacher, SyGoing to
Windward: A Mosbacher Family MemdiCollege StationTexas A&M University
Press, 2010 12223.
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She continued: AAIl day | ong Odltheheactondokar d t hi
people questioned. What is our country coming to? What is happening to us? Are we a
sick s*ciety?0

A woman fromlrving, Texas, wrote LBJ to express her view on violence in
American society. Robert Kennedyo6s murder h
| eaders for creating a culture of permissive
sick, we just need to béle to punish those who are wrong, we have more than ample
laws in our books to curb violators. All we need is for the President, the Supreme Court
and some of our senators to quit trying to tell our professional law enforcement officers

what laws shoul@énd should not be enforced. One main cause of the breakdown of law

and violence isthecrimin@odd | i ng deci sions of the U.S. Si
| amented: Al 6m sorry to say ever since Ear/l
Supreme Court, respec f or | aw has deteriordated with osr

Summer Politics
Lieutenant Governor Preston Smith, a conservative from Lubbock, triumphed
over a crowded field in the Texas Democratic gubernatorial primary to become
Connal l ydos | ih&New YyorkSimesode s soari.al iTzed t hat Smit )|

meant that Texas had moved to the right poli

44 ady Bird JohnsonA White House Diary68081.

45 etter, Mrs. J. J. M. to the President, June 12, 1968, Gen PR 5/ST 43, WHCF,
Box 71, LBJ Library.
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which has become a popular catchall theme for conservative candidates appealing this

year to voters displeaséy Negro militants, rebellious students and other disturbers of

thestatus quo 0 The newspaper further commented: i

which traditionally has been an umbrella for every political opinion from radical to

reactionary, is slowly beking apart as the repeated victories of Republican Senator John

Tower and of other G&P candidates demonstrat
I n July, Joe Belden, Director of AThe Tex

viewed African Americans and the civil rights movement. Instjp@ development, he

wrote that Anglo Texans had dramatically increased their acceptance of blacks as equals

over the course of LBJO0Os presidency. ARToday

accept NegroesoO ri di ngdhbuges;adnlylealfaceceptedit@ct i on o

years ago. The change has been as marked in accepting Negroes in the same restaurants

(73 percent now, and only 40 percent in 1963) and in the same hotels (66 percent now,

and only 36 percent notedsb@eaBas.wbere white attieudes r , Bel

had experienced Ilittle change. AMaj orities

swimming pools, in social gatherings in their own homes, asd@xtneighbors, and as

coll ege roommat es . mof whitaTiexXarns balieved the John§oB per c e

46New York Timeslune 4, 1968, Office Files of Frederick Panzer, Box 122, LBJ
Library.
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administration was moving too fast with integration in 1968, up from 54 percent in
19654
During the summer of 1968, Chief Justice Earl Warren announced his retirement
from the Supreme Court, providing LBJ with goportunity to ensure its leadership
remained in the hands of a liberal judge. On July 9, Frederick Panzer sent a memo to
LBJ detailing Americansd declining opinion o
upcoming Gall up Pol | heSupfefReudourtiare noaw unfavorabled e s t o w
by a 3 to 2 margin. A year ago, the public was evenly divided on the job the Court was
doing. . .. Groups less favorably disposed to the Court are Republicans, Southerners, and
ol der f(Pd&hedamous Chastiaavangelist Billy Graham expressed this attitude
when he wrote LBJ regarding the Court vacanc
serious consideration to balancing the Court with a strong conservative as Chief Justice.
| am convinced that many of thegblems that have plagued America in the last few
years are a direct result of some of the extreme rulings of the Court, especially in the field
of criminology. o I nterestingly,*® Graham sugg
Instead Johnson nominated hid @iend Justice Abe Fortas, a strong liberal on

the Court. Fortasds confirmation hearings p

4Waco News Tribunduly 7, 1968, Office Files of Frederick Pan&wx 178,
LBJ Library.

48\viemo, Frederick Panzer to the President, July 9, 1968, PR 16, WHCF, Box
350, LBJ Library.

49 etter, Billy Graham to the President, June 21, 1968, Name File, WHCF, Box
367, LBJ Library.
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led by Strom Thurmond of South Carolina voiced the concerns of many conservative

Americans who had grown wary of thieeral Warren Court. Ultimately, Fortas

withdrew his nomination and the Senate decided to wait for the result of the upcoming
presidenti al el ection to choose Warrends suc
frustration with the failure of the Fortagmination:

The truth is that Abe Fortas was too progressive for the Republicans and
the Southern conservatives in the Senate, all of whom were horrified at the
thought of a continuation of the philosophy of the Warren court. The opposition
was strengtbned by the fact that the Republicans and the Southerners were
convinced that Richard Nixon, if elected, would choose a conservative Chief
Justice. . . .

The Fortas incident left me with a sense of deep foreboding. | feared the
Congr es s 0 a ctualydead toraccontedvatiee\Ceunt, a reversal of the
philosophy of the Warren court, and a dissipation of the forward legislative
momentum we had achieved during the previous eight years. In the end, the

result of the 1968 Presidential election foresiveeld such a swing to the right,
and it came as the final blow to an unhappy, frustrating¥ear.

The Democratic National Convention Drama
The 1968 Democratic National Convention, held in late August in Chicago,
turned out to be a disaster for the pafyama played out both inside and outside the
hall s of the meeting. Foll owing a primary n
murder, Hubert Humphrey beat Eugene McCarthy for the presidential nomination, but
not before a bitt eormonithg Wiethamm War.r Cotnallgledgher t y 6 s p

Texas delegation, and in a private meeting, harangued Humphrey into supporting a plank

50Lyndon B. JohnsoriTheVantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency, 1963
1969(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1971), 54%.
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endorsing the administrationdés policy on Vie
demonstrators clashed with Chicago policéceffs. Television cameras broadcast
images of bloodied journalists and protestors in the streets of Chicago and delegates
screaming at each other inside the hall. Some LBJ aides threatened to draft Johnson as a
candidate if Humphrey failed to maintainntml| of the convention. Ben Barnes believed
LBJ did not want to run again, but the president desired merely to be asked, to be needed.
Barnes recollected how painful the whole convention was for the Texas delegation:
Il didnodot bel i edermtJohnsor would hrawzetbdem anggod Pr e s i
idea, but it tore me up to see how he was being treated in that convention hall.
This was a man whood given his all to his
advances in civil ri ghts ogeimore®r Abr aham Li
ordinary Americans than any President since FDR. No matter what people
thought of him personally, Lyndon Johnson was a man who truly cared about
giving Americans a better | ife, and heodd
again to prove it.Yet here was his own party, booing and hissing him like he was
some kind of criminal. It was, and remains, one of the most egregious insults ever
perpetrated on an American President by his own party.
Connally similarly remembered the dispiritingexpegnce: @Al woul d not for
the Democratic Convention that rang out with every mention of Texas, or the Texas
del eg@dtion. o
Bernard Rapopoyria wealthy Texas insurance executive and longtime supporter of

the liberal wing of the state Democratic Party, recalled the drama of the Chicago

convention. nl't was an exciting, depressing

S1jamesReston Jr, The Lone Star: The Life of John ConngMew York:
Harper & Row, 198§ 35471; Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Buildingl49-59; and
JohnConnallyl n Hi st oryds Shado{NewYArk: Hypener, i can Ody s
1993), 232.
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was emotionajt invested in the McCarthy campaign; it seemed to me literally that
thousands of Viethamese and American lives were at stake. . .. Those of us on the
McCarthy side really thought the world was g
the Democraticnomn a t® on. 0

Ben Barnes recalled the terrible toll the Vietham War took on the Democratic
Party and the entire United States during 1968:

Thereds just no easy way to sum up the
between the Viethnam War, the Democratic Party,thaclection of 1968. If we
hadnét become so mired in the war, Democr
extolling all the strides President Johnson had made in improving lives of
ordinary Americans, making civil rights a reality, and competing with theeBovi
Union in the space race and Cold War. We could have offered a message about
keeping Americans safe at home, and of keeping the nation economically strong.
But Vietnam thrust a dagger right through all that. There would be no winners in
thatconficttand t he end was nowhere in sight. ‘
simply abandon the President, and abandon the tack that the party had taken over
the past few years, without losing a moderate voting segment that we desperately
needed.

Inmanyways,ths was just a | arger version of
been facing in Texas. The only way we could win was by keeping the moderates
and ILberaIs togethdrbut that task was proving more complicated than herding
cats®

Il n his memoi r s edistuptiye nretbddd oétleetraglidals of thé h

6new | eft, 6 at the Chicago convention and on

52Bernard RapoporBeing Rapoport: Capitalist with a Conscience, as told to
Don Carleton(Austin: University of Texas Press, 2002), 142.

53Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building151.
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of American citizens and pushed them to the right. The violence in Chicago was one of
the greatest political assets Nixoam 0>} 0

LBJ aide Harry McPherson discussed Johnso

reflective of the | arger fAgeneration gapo pe
AfiHe was a poor performer on television, and
inexausable. . . . He was a manipulator of men, when the young were calling for

everyone to do his own thing; a believer in institutions such as government, universities,
business, and trade unions, when these were under constant attack on the campuses; a
pate nal i st, in a time of widespread submissio

generation gap illustrated itself most clearly in the realm of foreign policy. World War I

and its | essons of confronting agngoliegssi on ab
outl ook, while Ato the young, the experience
occurred during the Renaissance. 0 Mc Pher son

activists were helping to form a new politics in Amedica more divisive athimpatient
politics, oO6radicalizingd opinions on both si
known better adopted the most extreme views of the student left. Many moderate people,
shocked by the violence, destruction of property, andiaiaiiectudism of the left,

|l ooked to the conServatives for answers. 0

54 yndon B. JohnsoriThe Vantage Poin649.

S3Harry McPhersonA Political Education: A Washington Memd#kustin:
University of Texas Press, 1995), 444.
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The Return of Richard Nixon

Richard Nixon, the former vice president narrowly defeated by the Kennedy
Johnson ticket in 1960, captured the Republican presidential nomimafi®68by
voicingthe anxieties of Americans tired of upheaval at home and abroad. He lambasted
LBJ6s Great Society, called for Al aw and ord
possessed a fisecret pland to end the Vietnan
critici sm of LBJO6s policies: AThe fat al flaw of
inclination to establish massive federal programs. The price tag was astronomical. In
five years, Johnsondés spending for the poor
Federal funds for health and education jumpe
Great Society promised so much to so many that, instead of inspiring people to work hard
to attain its goals, it made people impatient and angry when the goalsotvere n
i mmedi ately achieved without effort on their
constituency of government dependents who would always demand more than he
[ Johnson] could give. 0 Ni xon further | ambas
steepedn t he myths of the New Deal 06 who created
himself resented both the creators and the recipients of such progressive reforms, and
campaigned to win the votes of the growing number of Americans who shared his

sentiments®

S6RichardNixon, RN: The Memoirs of Richard Nix¢gNew York: Grosst &
Dunlap, 1978), 2658.
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Nixon convinced Strom Thurmond, who had left the Democratic Party for the
GOP in 1964 due to opposition to LBJO6s Civil
presidency. Although he supported the civil rights laws, Nixon promised Thurmond he
Awoul d notutmaktehd hwehiSppi ng boy, 0 implying th
maj or ally for those who sought racial equal
|l i ked the candidatebés words about Obal ancing
andlocalpowes of government, & about Ooépreserving | .
Thurmondds strong political c¢clout in the Sou
the region in the electioH.

Nixon viewed the South as crucial for his election. Aroundithe of the 1966
midterms, Harry Dent, a political strategist from South Carolina, had convinced Nixon
thattheoncs ol i dl'y Democratic South was ripe for
campaign, while failing nationally, had convinced many southsitoctake a look at the
GOP. Dent explained: ADown South, we new Re
saving America from the leftward gallop of the Democratic donkey. The national
Republican Party was seen as dyhseuthbreesst vehi cl
had grown weary of being ignored by Democr at
candidates come down South and at least curtsey during election time by visiting

Di xi el and and wo®ing southern folks. o

S7Richard NixonRN, 304305; and Harry S. Denthe Prodigal South Returns
to Power(New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1978216

S8Harry S. DentThe Prodigal South Returns to Powe7.
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When Nixon gave his acceptance speecheRepublican National Convention
in Miami in August, he strove to appeal to Americans frustrated and frightened by the
turmoil in the United States and uncertainty abroad:

America is in trouble today not because her people have failed but because
her lea@rs have failed.
When the strongest nation in the world can be tied down for four years in
a war in Vietnam with no end in sight;
When the richest nation in the world c
When the nation with the greatest tradition of the rulawfis plagued by
unprecedented lawlessness;
When a nation that has been known for a century for equality of
opportunity is torn by unprecedented racial violence;
And when the President of the United States cannot travel abroad or to any
major city at hore without fear of a hostile demonstraioh hen it 6s ti me f ¢
leadership for the United States of Amerita.

Texas would be an important state in the upcoming election. George Wallace, the
segregationist former Alabama governor, ran as an indepenuettiraatened to siphon
away votes from Nixon. Wallace appealed to white conservatives with sheer
demagoguery. He promised to run over protestors if they blocked his car, referred to
Supreme Court justices as fAhypndforigntads 06 and 0
which he | abeled money Apoured down a rat ho

between the two major parties, and vowed to withdraw all U.S. soldiers from Vietnam if

he could not win the war within ninety days of taking office. Wallaed citizens to

S9Richard NixonRN, 314315.
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Astand up for Americaodo in what one prominent
racde. o

Nixon campaign literature strove to convince Texans that the former vice
president most clearly represented their political views. Suatréggements portrayed
the Democratic nominee as too liberal for Texans, and praised Wallace but delicately
warned citizens that voting for him only wou
Ni xon of support. One pamihiRichard Nbeonanthe d: A Mo s
role of government. It has been his consistent belief that we should do everything we
possibly can to give people an opportunity t
Texas Democrats for Nixon bought newspaper space illuigrabw Texans could vote
for Nixon as president while choosing Democratic candidates for state and local offices.
The group hoped to prevent people from voting the straight Democratic ticket. Nixon
labored to appeal to conservative Democrats and Wallanpathizers in Texas. Allan
Shivers, the former Democratic governor of Texas who had supported the Republican
presidential tickets in 1952, 1956, and 1960, served as national chairman of Democrats
for Nixon. Also leader of the U.S. Chamber of Comme$teyers maintained strong
political influence in the Lone Star State. He argued for Nixon as the best candidate to
solve the nationdés domestic and internationa
Wallace only would strengthen Humphrey. FurthermorenJmwer proved an

important ally for Nixon in his efforts to win Texas and other states across the South.

60For more information, see Dan T. CarfBne Politics of Rage: George
Wallace, the Origins of the New Conservatism, thiedT ransformation of American
Politics, 2nd ed(Baton Rouge: Louisiana Stdtmiversity Press, 2000
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Tower, along with Strom Thurmond, especially labored at the Republican National
Convention in Miami to solidify support for Nixon against Ronald g@ea the first
choice of many southern Republican deleg&tes.

Harry Dent, the key architect of Nixonds
allegiance to the Republican Party and his hope that Texans and southerners might
renounce their historic Democat i ¢ ti es: Al came to understar
stood more in line with our political thinkidgfor individual freedom versus government
coercion, for free enterprise versus the trend toward socialism, for a strong national
defense, and in oppitien to the principal enemy of all thes& o mmu ni s m. 0 He
recalled the angst many conservative citizen
the 1960s under the leadership of John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson, it appeared to
most conservatives that Agrica had lost all its moorings. The streets were filled with
radical dissenters, cities were literally burning down, crime seemed uncontrollable, and

the vast soci al programs of t%e Democrats we

The Election of 1968
In September, a poll showed the presidential race close in the Lone Star State.

Humphrey and Nixon each held about a third of the Texas electorate, while Wallace

611968 Nixon Campaign for Preside box/folder 8194, John G. Tower Papers,
Southwestern University, Georgetown, T3an Antonio Expresdlovember 1, 1968,
1968 Nixon Campaign for Presideiviox/folder 8194, John G. Tower Papers,
Southwestern University, Georgetown, ;Tatid Richard NixonRkRN, 309.

62Harry S. DentThe Prodigal South Returns to Pow8r 7576.
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cl aimed another fourth of Texans. The surve
assured oftte traditional Democratic majority enjoyed by so many presidential
candi dates beforeo in Texas. The state suff
more white conservatives favored Nixon or Wallace. Humphrey, however, did maintain
alargeadvantagei t h Texas minorities. Addi tional l vy,
eight years in which The Texas Poll has kept tab on state politics seldom has one issue so
overshadowed all others i n a° Reapitedwisiopn as Vi e
regarding presidential preferences, Texas appeared firmly in the Democratic column for
the gubernatorial race. A poll released just two days later showed conservative Democrat
Preston Smith handily beating Republican Pau
mansiorf*

Lady Bird Johnson recalled the tense months before the election. Contrasting
emotions besieged her husband. She remembered one specific occasion when LBJ
refl ected on the countryo6és mood:

Lyndon said there were two conflicting emotions in him. Hd sai

something like this: there is a great tide rundirggreat pendulum swingifgin

the country. In response to the permissiveness, the lawlessness of the day, there

may be a great swing back toward authoritarianism and conservatism. He said

there would be part of him that would welcome it . . . think it necessary. But
there is the other side of him that says if such a reaction happens it would set back

63% The Texas Poll,o0 September 20, 1968, EX
16, WHCF, Box 350, LBJ Library.

64i The Texas Poll, o Sept e mB=0rLBRLbrary.1 9 6 8, P R
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all the things he stands for, that he has fought for, that he believes in and wants
the attacks on igitance, poverty, and disease. It will set us back many detades.

LBJ later wrote of his worry that the Democratic Party had exhausted much of its
political capital with its momentous initiat
indicated thathe average voter thought we had pushed too far and too fast in social
ref orm. o Division, especially over raci al [
continued: AThe blue collar worker felt that
for the welfare of the black man. The middle class suburbanite felt that we were gouging
him in order to pay for the antipoverty programs. The black man, having tasted the fruits
of equality, began demanding his rightful share of the American promise fastantst
of the nation was ¥WWilbwmwg dJo0o Cehemj mMLBAGE 3§ ¢
Heal t h, Education, and Wel fare, in | ater yea
much in too many plfaces in too short a ti me.

Joe Bel denbtsonTlé eteseads aBolult, one mont h be
el ection, analyzed Texans®d opinions on the V
stronger military action. Bel den concl uded:

Vietnam War has been deterioratingliexas. The great majority, about six out of ten,

65Lady Bird JohnsonA White House Diary712713.
66 yndon B. JohnsorThe Vantage Poin649.

67Merle Miller, Lyndon: An Oral BiographyNew York: Ballantine Books,
1980), 444.
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would push for victory in Vietnam, rather than continue the present holding action or
beginapulout from #¥he conflict. o

Whil e at times lukewarm in his support of
determined tensure that the vice president carried Texas in November. Many allies of
the president, including John Connally, | abo
prevent Johnson the embarrassment of the Democratic nominee losing Texas in the
election. Such edirts caused old enemies, most notably Connally and Ralph
Yarborough, to suspend their animosities in an attempt to hold the state party together. A
Dallas TimesHerald article humorously discussed the awkward partnership between
Connally and Yarborough iappearing together to support Humphrey at a rally in Texas:
AWhatever produced this weekod6s | ovefest betw

Yarborough it was not true love. It was a remarkable spedtdale old adversaries

sitting together, clappingacl | i ng each other O6Ralphé and 6Jo
Humphreydos Texas tour. But as one Republica
eye. 0 Republicans saw it as a shotgun weddi

t o Connal anmattespt to spar& Johnson the scandal of having his own state

produce 25 electoral votes for Richard Nixon. Democrats saw it as a marriage of

68 The Texas Pol |l , 0 Oc tFoeHegiok Pahzer, BoR1e®, Of fi c
LBJ Library.
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convenience that will last only as long as the two have a common iftéheselection
of HumPhrey. o
Connallyr ecal l ed his tenuous support of Humph
campaign was not an active one until the final weeks and then, cranking up my own
organization, we helped carry Texas for Hubert Humphrey. Though it came late, the
effortwas moreintheformf sparing Lyndon Johns&nds prideé
Texas liberals divided over whether to support or oppose Humphrey, illustrating
the fracturing of the Democratic Party at both national and state levels. The editor of the
Texas Observairged T&ans to vote against Humphrey, even at the cost of electing
Nixon, in order to purge warmongers from the Democratic Party and guide them toward
t he GOP. However, the magazinebds associate
t owar d Hu mjdacy, everiuslly suppordd the vice president as a better choice
for liberalism tharNixon or Wallace’!
Ultimately, Nixon triumphed in a close election, defeating Humphrey by just over
500,000 votes nationally, but took 32 states, including most of the South. Wallace
received over 13 percent of ballots cast and carried five states in the Deep South.

Humphey managed to win Texas by a narrow mar gi

69Dallas TimesHerald, October 27, 1968, Name File, WHCF, Box 367, LBJ
Library.

7030hn Connallyl n Hi st or38632. Shadow

71Greg Olds Huinphrey Must Be Defeated to Save the Democratic Pasty
Texas ObserveNovember 1, 1968n Char Miller, ed.Fifty Years of the Texas
Observer18591L
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percent compared to Nixonds 39 and Wall aceos
fatigued from the LBJ years, the country chose Nixon as its next president.

Ben Barnes viewed9b8 as a key turning point for the Democratic Party, both in
Texas and nationally. Civil rights and the Vietham War badly divided the party.
However, Barnes also blamed the actions of the-emetroversial Richard Nixon, who
Ahad bl at a ndistsgntisentinthe 8odth io gn effordto win votes. His
6Southern Strategy, 6 cooked up with the help
purely partisan strategy that called for slowing the pace of desegregation, kowtowing to
Southern Republicarend conservatives, and choosing a reactionary running mate
[ Governor Spiro Agnew of Maryland] . o The su
longl asting results, according to Barnes. nTr
playbook. This basic politat strateg® divide and conquer, using the rawest, most
emotional issues in American life as a bludgeon and wedgthe same strategy

Republicans continue to usé today, unfortuna

On January 20, 1969, Lyndon Johnson retired to Tafteswatching Richard
Nixon sworn in as president. Exhausted from five tumultuous years in the presidency,
LBJ nonetheless proudly defended his Great Society record and remained convinced he
made the correct decisions in Vietham. Now a new White Hocmgpant, a Republican
who had ran against such policies, would pursue his own domestic and foreign initiatives.

The Texas Democratic Party, although strongly in control of state government and in

72Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building16364.
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possession of significant clout in Congress, lacked g trational leader in Washington.

What would the badkgivided Texas Democratic Party look like in the poBtl era? In

later years Harry McPherson concluded about Lyndon Johnson and his dramatic times:

AHe finished the ol d aayghtussomethmgatoutthe pai nf ul

news o

73Harry McPhersonA Political Education 454.
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CHAPTER 5
AThe New Majority We Had Only Dr
Nixon, the Southern Strategy, and Texas, 1968972

The desire for reelection in 1972 obsessed Richard Nixon from the moment he
entered th&Vhite House in January 1969. He resolved to assert his political will over the
nationb6bs many domestic and international pro
strong presidential leadership that would reap political rewards for him and the
RepublicarParty. Nixon particularly had an interest in the state of Texas and its electoral
votes, which had eluded him in both 1960 and 1968. He believed that building a viable

GOP in the Lone Star State could change the

Ni xonbés Plan for a Republican Majo

Upon becoming president, Richard Nixon determined to voice, and to exploit for
political gain, the resentments of Americans weary of the turmoil of the previous years.
As in the presidential campaign, he blamedhesdocr at i ¢ predecessors f
woes. Ni xon recalled in his memoirs: AAs |
a misguided crash program aimed at using the power of the presidency and the federal
government to right past wrongs by tryingegislate social progress. This was the idea
behind Kennedyds New Frontier and Johnsonods
policies for Araising hopes they proved wunahb

of the welfare system. Thepresidant so especially criticized th
153



professional mal contentsodo whom he cl ai med #fAs
opinions of those who disagreed with the voc
to take astandonthesest¢i and cul tur al I ssues,; | was anx
virtues. o He planned to enact a ANew Federa
governments and away from the national bureaucracy.

In early 1969, Kevin Phillips, a Nixon campaign aide, comgl&tee Emerging
Republican Majority Phillips argued that Nixonbs el e
the New Deal Democratic hegemony and the beginning of a new era in American
politicsd marked by Republican dominati on.
sout hwestern, and western states, which he t
base of power f or t hTéde EBergirigRepablicancMajorityal vi ct or
received much acclaim, and accurately foreshadowed the course of American politics, as
the ensuing decades would prowdewsweek er med it At he political
era. o The president particularly | oved the
southern strategy as a method for future GOP succésses.

Phillips described how Denarats allegedly lost favor in the eyes of the American
publ i c. He contended: AThe principal force

coalition is the Negro socioeconomic revolution and liberal Democratic ideological

IRichard NixonRN: The Memoirs of Richard Nix¢New York: Grosset &
Dunlap,1978),352-54; andHarry S. DentThe Prodigal South Returns to PowBlew
York: John Wiley & Sons, 1978),38

2Kevin P. Phillips,The Emerging Republican Majori(ilew Rochelle, NY.:
Arlington House 1969), 25.
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inability toobscsopel|wictisi thedd IsBHnificant bl ¢

Societyd programs aligned that party with ma

to defuse the racial tension sundering the n

which deposed the Dematic Party came in large part from prospering Democrats who

objected to Washington dissipating their tax dollars on programs which did them no

good. The Democratic Party fell victim to the ideological impetus of a liberalism which

had carried it beyond pgrams taxing the few for the benefit of the many (the New Deal)

to programs taxing the many on behalf of the
Phillips predicted a Republican majority

likelihood, 1968 marks the beginnio§an era of decentralizing government, whereby

Washington can regain the public confidence.

maj ority voted Afor a shift away from the so

permissiveness, experimental residentialfave, and educational programming, and

massive federal spending by which the Liberal (mostly Democratic) Establishment

sought to propagate liberal institutions and ideoogyd all the while reap growing

economic benefits. o F bnedmcesuppddt &epobticans,t S, nNnow n

Awere principally alienated from their party

identification with the Northeastern Establi

proposed that Wallace voters in 1968 held much morg@atmg for Nixon and the GOP

than Humphrey and the Democrats. In his view, Nixon would have won by a larger

margin had Wallace not been in the contest, and specifically would have carried Texas.
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Texas, on the outer edge of the South and in the centtez &un Belt, would be a

critical segment of the new Republican majority according to the author. Phillips

forecast : -pawWintelfevence, Téxasi(25 dlectoral votes) will support
moderate conservative national Republicanism against Nortterm®c r at i ¢ | i ber al
A booming economy and warm climate |l ured new

dritofmiddlec | ass Americans to the South and West

political trends. Thirty years ago, the rich oil townafessa and Midland barely

existed, but since then, rapid urbanization has created a fiercely conservatoctviyp

metropolitan area of nearly two hundred thou
The Sun Belt marked the most promising region of the nation for Phillips, both

economically and politically. He concl uded:

countryside, a demographically ascendant Sun Belt and suburbia, and new towns. . . .

The 1968 election returns were barely final before Richard Nixon announced thad he

transferring his voting residence from New York to Florida, and picked a cabinet notably

short on representatives of the Northeastern Establishment. And the Democrats waited

only a little | onger to replacewadoui si anads

Kennedy as their Senat& Whip. A new era has
To help build a new Republican majority, Nixon quickly named Harry Dent of

South Carolina, the architect of his 1968 southern strategy, to his White House staff.

Dent r ecal | edassdiclosely iddntdiedtwitht]Sersator StromwTrhurmond

could and did create an impression that Thurmond was going to wield a strong

3Kevin P. PhillipsTheEmerging Republican Majorify87-39, 27582, 47174.
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influence on Nixon. This would be proof that there were deals made with the southern
GOP and that there was indeedaNig®o ut her n* Strategy. 0
Texas seemed ripe for Nixonds goal s. [ n
Barnes reflected upon how national Democrats felt about their Texas counterparts. He
had been contemplating a future run for the U.S. Senate, believoaylieredeem the
stateds position in the party: AThere might
South and the Southwest, so at Idevhicht t hey wo
right now, is what most of the people in national partyéestiip roles want to do to us.
Theyodore mad at Johnson and theyo6re mad at th
Barnes further explained: fiTexas needs pol it
think, in the history of our stadeor atleas si nce t he turn of the cer
John Tower similarly confessed: AA number
that they feel they can now identify with us. I think the centralization of leadership
power in the hands of the very liberal element nationadlyhe Democratic Party, is
going to drive them into our party, without our doing anything in a positive way to attract
t he®m. o
In September 1969, Robert Baskin of belas Morning Newslecried the

alleged abandonment of conservatives by the natiomaddgratic Party. He questioned

4Harry S. DentThe Prodigal South Returns to Powg21

SJimmy BanksMoney, Marbles and Chalk: The Wondrous World of Texas
Politics (Austin: Texas Publishing Company, 197 8-9.

6Jimmy BanksMoney, Marbles and Chalk184.
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how much longer conservative Democratic leaders in Texas would take such treatment,
especially given that many had remained loyal to the party in 1968 despite wariness of
Hubert Humphreydos nomi naistangriywroteeThe conser vat
The national party in the last few years has been going through a period of
tremendous change. A good part of the ol
the process. The party now appears to want its principal identity to li¢heith
ethnic minorities, the wayward youth groups, and the northern-tiier
abolitionists.
The main point of all this may be how many times do you have to be hit
over the head to learn you are out of place in the club?
The humiliation John B. Connally amis delegation experienced at the
Chicago convention should have been adequate evidence that the party they had
known in the past was dead and buried.
In a widelycovered example of the southern strategy, Nixon traveled to
Fayetteville, Arkansas, on December 6, 1969, to watch a football game between the
University of Arkansas and the University of Texas. Yet this was no regular college
football game. Bth teams were undefeated and consisted -offate rosters. Often
heral ded as fAithe Game of the Century, o the L
Razorbacks by a score of-18, and after the game, Nixon presented Coach Darrell

Royal with a plague decliag Texas the national champions of college football. The

1969 Texas Longhorns were the lastvelfiite national championship team. Coveting the

/Dallas Morning NewsSeptember 24, 1969; and Jimmy BarMeney, Marbles
and Chalk 24647.
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electoral votes of Texas, Arkansas, and other southern states, Nixon shrewdly made his

presence known atwhate c ame an i conic game i the regio

The Silent Majority Speech

The Vietnam War remained the nationds mos
trail, Ni xon had cl aimed to possess ra fisecre
of his presidency drew to a close, this promise appeared empty. Henry Kissinger, a
Harvard University political scientist, served as national security advisor and later
secretary of state. Together Nixon and Kissinger developed what became known as
Aiveit nami zation, 0 a process of incrementally
transferring more military responsibility to the South Viethamese. Yet Nixon doggedly
pursued what he called fipeace with honor, 0 a
OnOctobe 15, 1969, two million Americans parti
Vietnam War, taking to the streets to urge the president to end the conflict and bring U.S.
soldiers homeLifemagazi ne | abeled the Moratorium fit he
di ssent ever seen in this cland oftdiffefingages Amer i c a

and backgrounds, abandoned their daily duties and joined in the pPotests.

8For an interesting account of this event, see Terry Aehs, Hogs, and Nixon
Coming: Texas vs. Ar kKNewYoaksSimom& Sohustar,@d®2). Last S

9Rick PerlsteinNixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing of
America(New York: Scribner, 200837071, 41826. Nixonlandis a fascinating
account of Richard Nixonos ohKissmgemand pr esi den
Vietnam, see also George C. HerriAgme r i caés Longest War: The Ul
Vietnam, 1950975 4" ed. (Boston: McGrawHill, 2002), 270320.
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The Moratorium threatened to upend the ad
presidet feverishly worked on a critical speech to regain political momentum. On
November 3, 1969, just approximately two weeks after the Moratorium, Nixon addressed
the nation from the White House in what beca
oneoftt most significant of his presidency. H
continue fighting until the Communists agreed to negotiate a fair and honorable peace or
until the South Vietnamese were able to defend themselves on théirwhiohever
c ame {Vietnamizatiol would continue uninterrupted, however. Nixon concluded
with an appead toyod hegteatsient majority of mytfellow
Americand | ask for your support. o By directly ¢
he continued hisgditical goal of voicing and exploiting the frustrations of those
Americans weary of wunrest and protests in th
for conservative Americans.

Ni xonbs ASilent Majorityo speewith7ivas a sn
percent of Americans voicing favor. The White House received a record 50,000
telegrams and 30,000 letters in the following days, the majority of which expressed
support for the presidentds coursecksf acti on
of these messages in the Oval Office. His approval rating rose to 68 percent, its highest

point yet. For the time being, despite the Moratorium, most citizens and members of

10Richard NixonRN, 409; andi Ad d r e s s  ton the Waein \Netnam o n
in Public Papers of the Presidents of the United Stateshard M. Nixon19631974 6
vols. (Washington: Government Printing Offid®71-1975, 1: 901-909.
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Congress were willing to grant the administration time for its polici&urtheast Asia

to work 1!

Nixon, Civil Rights, and Benign Neglect

I n early 1970, Dani el Patrick Moyni han wr
when the issue of race could benefit from a
of domestic policy durig the Kennedy and Johnson administrations, Moynihan served as
| eader of Nixondés Urban Affairs Council, and
problematic. In 1965, he authored a controversial report for the Department of Labor
titled fFlahme INegrAo Call to Action. o Moyni han
African American communities on the instability of black families, whieltlaimed
often lacked an adult male in their households. While many conservatives praised the
Moynihan Report,iberal antipoverty activists castigated its emphasis on cultural rather
than economic structures. Ni xon found Moyni
positions appealing, and convinced him to join his staff. Moynihan suggested to the
presidentthatme fAHhas been too much talked about.

over by hysterics, paranoids, and boodlers on all sides. We may need a period in which

Negro progress continues and racial rhetoric
thiscontrove si al strategy of fAbenign neglecto towse
with its Asouthern strategyo of reaching out

11Richard Nixon RN 409411; and Rick PerlsteifNixonland 43536.
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expanding national backlash against the civil rights movement could continue to benefit

him politically, as it had in 1968

The Haynsworth and Carswell Nominations
Conservatives often lambasted the rulings of the Supreme Court during the 1960s
and 1970s, especially its declarations on matters of civil rights, privacy, and crime. A
critic himself,Nixon believed his appointments could bring a more conservative bent to
the nationés judiciary, and also win the app
mind, and in a nod to the southern strategy, on August 18, 1969, Nixon nominated Judge
Clemen F. Haynsworth of South Carolina to the Supreme Court. The Haynsworth
selection proved contentious, as allegations of financial improprieties and support of
segregation plagued the judge. On November 21, the Senate rejected Haynsworth by a
vote of 55 to45. Determined to appoint a southerner to the Supreme Court, Nixon next
nominated Judge G. Harrold Carswell of Florida. Carswell became as problematic as
Haynsworth, troubled by c¢claims of judicial f
Americans. Thé&enate rejected his nomination on April 8, 1970, 51 to 45. Following
the failure of the Carswell selection, in a hasty television speech Nixon angrily stated:
| have reluctantly concluded that it is not possible to get confirmation for a
Judge on the Supme Court of any man who believes in the strict construction of
the Constitution, as | do, if he happens to come from the South. . . .
When you strip away all the hypocrisy, the real reason for their rejection
was their legal philosophy, a philosophy thahare, of strict construction of the

Constitution, and also the accident of their birth, the fact that they were born in
the South. . ..

12Rjchard NixonRN, 34142, 43637; and Rick PerlsteimNixonland 39496.
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And | have concluded, therefore, that the next nominee must come from
outside the South, since this Senate, asptéesently constituted, will not approve
a man from the South who shares my views of strict construction of the
Constitution. . . .

| understand the bitter feelings of millions of Americans who live in the
South about the act of regional discriminatioatttook place in the Senate
yesterday. They have my assurance that the day will come when men like Judge
Carswell and Haynsworth can and will sit on the high cburt.

While infuriated by the rejection of his Supreme Court nominees, Nixon saw a
silver lining to the ordeal. He had illustrated his willingness to defend the South and

conservative Americans against the liberal establishment. Harry Dent discussed the

outcome of the failed nominations of Haynswo
hero in tle South. . .. No action by the president did more to cement the sinews of the
southern strategy. o Dent also described: AT

in the Northeast his anticommunism, his prosecution of Alger Hiss, his stands for

strorg national security and foreign policy objectiesere his biggest attractions in the

Soutth. o
Bentsen Challenges Yarborough
Ral ph Yarborough, Texasébs senior senator,
Yar boroughoés | iberal vi ewdisturbpdamaryiTexans,asr | y on

did his votes against the Haynsworth and Carswell nominations. On January 6, 1970,

13Richard Nixon RN, 42023; Rick PerlsteinNixonland 459, 46266, 47475;
and AStatement About Nomi RuliciPapers?:345d7.t he Supr

14Harry S. DentThe Prodigal SoutReturns to Power12, 215216. See also
Kevin J.McMahon,Ni xonds Court: Hi s Challenge to Judi
Consequencg&hicago: University of Chicago Press, 2D11
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Lloyd Bentsen, Jr., a wealthy Houston businessman who had represented the Rio Grande
Valley in Congress during the 1950s, announced his intetdionallenge Yarborough in

the Democratic senatorial primary. Bentsen possessed the full support of John Connally,
who yearned to oust his longtime foe from office.

Bentsen characterized Yarborough as out of touch with most Texans. In a
February meeting with reporters in Washingto
leadership in the Senate had cost Texas the national influence it had possessed under
LBJ. He criticzed him for allying with Senate liberals and endorsing the Vietham
Moratorium. TheDallas Morning Newsioted that Bentsen employed George Christian,

a longtime ally of LBJ and Connally, as a top advisor, a sign that he held the allegiance of
thestatepary est abl i shment . The conservative new
can get along with the national Democratic Party, which is moving inexorably to the left.

The old Southern leadership of the Senate, into which Texas Democrats could fit

comfortaby i n the past, is fading out. o However
with the liberal element, and Bentsen intends to bear down in the campaign on

Yar boroughos associations with senators who
its VWiews. o

Very quickly theDallas MorningNewe ndor sed Bentsen over t he
Yarborough in the Democratic Senate primary. The conservative editorial board argued

t hat Yarborough Ashould be replaced by one w

15san Antonio Expres§ebruary 4, 1970, arallas Morning NewsFebruary 6,
1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192B8, Dolph Briscoe Center for American
History, The University of Texas at Austin, ACC-288, Box 62.
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t r oub | eBaskreappeared a pragmatic and unifying figure to the editorial board.
However, AYarborough is too preoccupied with
of stepo with t¥He majority of Texans.
TheHouston Possimilarly voiced its selection of@tsen in the primary.
ABentsen Iis a moderate conservative, and so
Yar boroughos fiterms in the Senate have been
other party leaders, regardless of their place on théqabkpectrurd from former Gov.
John Connally to ReRopstp dretnirgulGaomlzyal esn tor a sTtheed
opinions on the Vietnam War. I n the editors
the AMoratorium demongtCrnatihynmns @amhdSemcyEU @e
whil e Bentsen wisely backed fAthe orderly wit
practiced by PresidYents Johnson and Nixon. o
Analyzing Senator Ralph Yarboroughoés wupco
editorialists for thdiberal Texas Observes ur mi sed: fiThe consensus nc
with all his money, the old Shivers machine, and the natural reactionaries behind him,
will mount a solid challenge, but that Yarborough should take him with votes to spare.
Bentsen,afer all, i s special interest personifie

personified. o They believed Yarboroughos to

16pallas Morning NewsFebruary 15, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers,-1921
1998, Dolph Briscoe Céer for American History, The University of Texas at Austin,
ACC 93188, Box 62.

17Houston PostFebruary 25, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers,-1998,
Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, AGC 93
188, Box 62.
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George Bush in the general election. Leaving no doubt as to which candidate they
supported,ta  edi t ors procl aimed: AThis man Yar bor
progressive politics in Texas?® . . . He has
Many Texans did not share the viewpoint of Tlexas Observehowever, and
wanted rid of Yarborough. Mrs. Edyth Chapan of Fort Worth wrote a letter to the editor
of theDallas MorningNewsi r gi ng: A The people of Texas and
in the service of our country should do everything in their paavdefeat Sen.
Yar borough this year. o She explained that s
1965, and i vheartad agaie andt fillen with disappointment and shock when
Sen. Ralph Yarborough sent congratulatory notes and words of agecwgnt to the
mor atorium street marchers. o She continued:
earth should a U.S. senator from Texas do an
horrified and tr&mbled for our country.o
The primary battle increagyly grew nasty and personal. An articleTimelater

recalled the YarborougBe nt sen race: fAThe primary contest

18 Thi s Man YexastObserefraptuaryd20, 1970n Char Miller,
ed.,Fifty Years of the Texas Obser{&an Antonio, Tex.: Trinity University Press,
2004),51-53.

19Dallas Morning NewsApril 6, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 1921
1998,Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin,
Box B2.
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standards, the candidates sw@Apgisemg i nsults w
| ambasted YarboNbxghods Viethamsmobfcies as i
Bernard Rapoport, the prominent insurance executive and longtime supporter of liberal

causes in Texas, remembered:

That was a mean and dirty campaign. E
film of student protesitrs confronting the police outside the National Democratic
Convention in Chicago in 1968, with the n
against the war in Vietnam. oo Of cour se,
ri ots and Yar bor pangbbtéhe adpim@diedthat®Raphbad Vi et
endorsed the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) and their cohorts in the
radical left who had confronted the Chicago police. Other ads falsely claimed that
Ralph was an ultraliberal who opposed school prayesapported compulsory
school busing to advance racial integration. That was the kind of campaign they
ran against Ralpkt
Ultimately, Bentsen defeated Yarborough in the primary 54 to 46 percent.

Although some supporters criticized the senator for pebding more time campaigning

in the state, most voters faulted Yarboroughatsinlinewi t h Texas and t he ¢
more conservative mood in 1970. After the losing the election, Yarborough blamed his

vote against a school prayer proposal, which Bentaised in the closing days of the

race. TheNew York Timeanal yzed: @ Mr . Bentsen had adopt e

6Southern strategy6 as a campaign tactic and

Texas. 0 He attacked Nudges ¥lameft b.Haynsydrtld, 8r., vot e s

20Time September 29, 1975, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers-1998, Dolph
Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, ARG23
Box 1 of 2.

21Bernard RapoporBeing Rapoport: Capitalist with a Conscience, as told to
Don Carleton(Austin: University of Texas Press, 200245-48.
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and G. Harrold Carswell for the Supreme Court, and he criticized the Senator for failing

to vote on a bill to prohibit®forced busing

Campus Unrest in Texas

Frank Erwin ruled over the UWrersity of Texas campus during the late sixties and
early seventies. An Austin lawyer and former state Democratic Party chief, Erwin
pursued controversial policies as chair of the UT Board of Regents, frequently angering
both students and faculty. DavRichards, an attorney and longtime liberal activist,
explained: AFrank embodied to the | eft
structure. He was the confidant of Johnson and Connally and wielded great power
t hroughout ttdber 1969, waherethe & T administradion attempted to cut
down an old cypress forest at Waller Creek to allow for expansion of the football
stadium, protestors climbed up high in the trees to prevent their removal. Erwin
personally went to Waller Creekandr der ed campus police to get
down and arrest those dirty hippies. o Ar oun
distribution of theRag a local counterculture newspaper, from campus. Faculty from the
University of Texas and ber schools across the country accused Erwin of infringing
upon academic freedom and shared governance structures with his excessive involvement

in hiring and firing of school administrators, most notably with the dismissal of John

22New York TimesMay 4, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 12998,
Dolph Briscoe Center for American Histoihhe University of Texas at Austin, ACC93
188, Box 62. See aldeatrick CoxRal ph W. Yar bor ougliAustiit he Peop
University of Texas Press, 200254-64.
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Silber, dean of the UT @lege of Arts and Sciencé®.Kenneth Ashworth, a UT

admi ni strator who often found himself at

was utterly unyielding in keeping students

during these years of upheavaliniversities across the countfy.

As UT simmered with tension, on April 30970,Nixon addressed the nation and
announced a shocking expansion of the Vietnam War, ordering American forces to
eliminate enemy sanctuaries in neighboring Cambodia. Extetitergpnflict to another
country belied Vietnamization and hopes that the war was nearing an end. Campuses
erupted in protest, and tragedy occurred
and Mississippi 6s Jacks onith$he Hatieal Guand &nd g e
law enforcement personnel. The killings caused even greater demonstrations at schools
across the country. On May 5, the day after Kent State, protestors from the University of
Texas descended upon the State Capitol beforempslice deployed tear gas to remove
them from the scene. Infuriated antiwar activists took some comfort when on May 8, a
judge removed a prohibitive city order and allowed 20,000 demonstrators to march from

the UT campus to the capitol building to protiee war and the shootings. Many

23pavid RichardsOnce Upon a Time in Texas: A Liberal in the Lone Star State
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 200226-37.

24K enneth AshworthHorns of a Dilemma: Coping with Politics at the University
of TexaqAustin, Tex.: Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, 20kvii. For
more information about Frank Erwin aritese years at the University of Texas, see
Ronnie DuggerQur Invaded Universities: Form, Reform, and New Starts; A Nonfiction
Play for Five Stage@New York: Norton, 197% Joe B. FrantZ] he FortyAcre Follies
(Austin: Texas Monthly Press, 198®ougRassinow,The Politics of Authenticity:
Liberalism, Christianity, and the New LeftAmerica(New York: Columbia University
Press, 1998 and Kenneth Ashworthijorns of a Dilemma
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students and faculty participated, and although not supportive, Frank Erwin and the

administration expressed relief that the rally remained peaceful.

Bentsen versus Bush
Once Lloyd Bentsen won the Democratic senatgrighary, he shrewdly reached
out to liberals in an effort to unify the state party, hoping to avoid the mistakes of
Waggoner Carr in 1966. Bentsen visited Bernard Rapoport and J. R. Parten, two of the
most prominent financial backers of liberal DemociatSexas, and ultimately secured
their support. Jack DeVore, a |l ongtime Bent
them [Rapoport and Parten], he reached out to labor, he reached out to traditional liberal
Democratic constituencies. It was the moréngoortant because he had beaten an icon,
a liberal icon [Ralph Yarborough]. You go back to what Waggoner Carr did when he
was running against Tower in 1966, they pulled the same old crap, spitting in the eye of
the vanquished in the primary under the-ofitlate belief that the Democratic primary
winner was the big winner. Bentsen understood things had changed and that to me was
the most important thing he did fo# the Demo
Rapoport recalled how Bentsen won higgience. One evening Bentsen stopped

by the Rapoport home in Waco for a candid conversation about the bruising fight with

25George C. HerringA me r i c ad s , R8896gRick PerlswfalNixonland
48891; andDavid RichardsOnce Upon a Time in Texas: A Liberal in the Lone Star
State(Austin: University of Texas Press, 200295-107.

263ack DeVore, Interview by Lewis L. Gould, August 31, 1994, Lloyd M.
Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192998, DolphBriscoe Center for American History, The
University of Texas at Austin, Box 2.325/A84.
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Yar borough and the future of Texas politics.
initially hostil e RalpaotpoRal.ph@s nttismen hmead npg as
and the nation were becoming more conservative politically, and that Texans wanted a
moderate voice in Washington. . .. He was not an ideologue . . . but a pragmatist in the

tradition of Sam Rayburn, who had beeés inentor during his years as a congressman.

He wanted to get things done for Texas. o Be
in the general election, and promised fAnhe wa
loyal Democrat who will work effectey | y wi th the part$%o6s | eaders

The editorial board of thBallas Morning Newsupported Bentsen in the 1970
general election. While praising George Bush, the Republican nominee, as an impressive
candidate, the editors chose Bentsen beaaest Texans considered themselves
Democrats. ARThe big majority ©6ébyh@reageasodos 11
choice and instinét and the majority of those Democrats are in the middle between the
reactionary right and the extreme left. Thisvlsere Bentsen is. If Mr. Bush is elected,
this heavily Democratic state wil/ have no L
Furthermore, Alf, after the November el ectio
Democrats, do you want those Democrats to belikementsen or ultraliberals like Ted
Kennedy? A vote for Bentsen will make the party itself, as well as the Senate, sounder
and more balanced. 0 The newspaper noted: AE
firm stand against unwarranted demonstregiand the hippi#ype permissiveness which

is degrading the countryodés character. o The

2Bernard RapoporBeing Rapoportl5154.
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interject, here, that if the liberal Democrat, Ralph Yarborough, had defeated Bentsen, The
News would havé&é endorsed Bush. o
Bush held the full support of the Nixon White House, which longed to have both
Texas senators as Republicans. Bush sought to bring more conservative Texans to the
GOP. In an address in Temple, Bush contrasted the Democratic and Republican parties:
i Myppanent is in a party whose national philosophy advocates concentrating more and
more power in the federal government; | say it is time for new policies which will move
power away from Washington back to®t he state

Yet Bentsen invoked a similarly conservative message. In a July speech in

Austin, Bentsen addressed the publicds perce
di strust of government today, and | dono6t me
radicalsvno have O6turned offd the establishment.

28Dallas Morning NewsJune 7, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 11998,
Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, Thaitkrsity of Texas at Austin, AR 93
162, Box 1 of 2.

29 etter, George Bush to President Richard Nixon, May 8, 1969, OA/ID 25859,
Congressional File, GenetBersonal, Donated Historical Materials, George Bush
Presidential Library; Letter, George Bush tariyaDent, May 4, 1970, Ibid.; and Letter,
George Bush to President Richard Nixon, May 4, 1970, Ibid.; and Press Release, Bush
Campaign, July 11, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers,-192&, Dolph Briscoe
Center for American History, The University ofXas at Austin, Box B2.
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inefficient, i neffective, wasteful gover nmen

i mprovements. They want %8 better return on
Bentsen also took on complicatectisd issues. In a speech in Fort Worth, he

decl ared: fiWe seem to be bogging down in fil

are being subjected to a flood of pornography, which includes filthy movies, and to a

terrifying increase in drug addiotn and drug abuse. . . . We need strong law

enforcement, with swift, sure?3ustice, backe
The prominent journalist William S. White analyzed the BenBesh race and

Ni xonbs stature i n Te x a sface adffieult ghoice petveend t ha't

the two attractive, and conservative, Senate

devil of a fix. For no state in the Union can be more wholeheartedly in support of

President Nixon on, say the Cambodian operatiindeed, the net effect here of the

Presidentds decision to go into Cambodia was
been in popular favor. o Few Texans sympathi
anything, their actions caused more backingfot he Whi t e House. Ni xon

rating in Texas went from 55 to 59 percent after the Cambodia invasion announcement,

which White noted had the support of Lyndon

30press Release, Bentsen Campaign, July 24, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr.,
Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas
at Austin, Box B2.

3lpress Release, Bentsen Campaign, July 30, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr.,
Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas
at Austin, Box B2.
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perfectly plain that a large majority in this stata gate that Richard Nixon has never

carried isproNi x on because of, and not i% spite of,
On the campaign trail, Bentsen repeatedly made appealing political arguments to

conservative Texans. He promised to give the presgigagort in foreign policy and not

to make the Vietnam War a partisan issue. He stressed the benefits Texas would continue

to have by having a senator in each party, and criticized Bush for endorsing the 1968 gun

contr ol l aw and Ni killointhedayg before the dleetierdat a rallc o me

in Amarill o, Bentsen again declared: Al agre

that Texas needs a voice in both pad&iesit | think it is particularly important for Texas

to have a voice in the Dematic Party, especially in these times of economic crisis and

threats of anarchy. 0o He continuously | ambas

we need a man who will vote the same way he @alkghout trying to disguise his votes

forsuchthingsagun control and a d¢laranteed annual |
Days before the election, tiallas Morning Newsepeated its endorsement of

Bent sen. The editorial board again stressed

the spring to take a firm stand on law and order and to urge stricter measures against the

dope traffic and those insidious groups whagewed aim is to destroy our colleges and

uni versities. o The newspaper also reiterate

32Houston ChronicleJuly 12, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 19248,
Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, Box B2.

33press Release, Bentsen Campaign, October 31, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr.,
Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas
at Austin,Box B2.
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ARepublican John Tower . : . emphasized i n h
the minority party could give this statalanced leadership. Does it not follow that Texas
even more needs a senator représenting the n
TheHouston Chroniclddb acked Bentsen for similar reas
of whom are moderately conservative in their king, need a strong voice on the
Democratic side of the Senate, especially since very liberal philosophies prevail there.
Lloyd Bentsen will strengthen the moderate conservative thinking on the Democratic side
of the Senate and is able and forcefulendugh make hi $° voice heard. o
In the days before the election, Nixon appeared with Bush at large, energetic
campaign rallies in Dallas and Longview. According to political journalist Jimmy Banks,
however, Bentsen shrewdly manipulated the NiBoish alliane to his advantage:
Bentsen had prepared well for this in advance. He said the President was
always welcome in Texas but that Bush had to surrender his independence in
return for the alout invasion of the state by the Republican administration. He
pictur ed Bush as a Acoattai l-stainpfordhedat ed who
administration, reiterating his efixpressed theme that he would support the

President when he felt he was right but would be free to give him responsible
opposition when he felt heag wrong?®

34Dallas Morning NewsOctober 18, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 1921
1998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin,
Box B2.

35Houston ChronicleOctober 18, 1970, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers,-1921
1998,Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin,
Box B2.

36Jimmy BanksMoney, Marbles and Chall98.
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On election day, Bentsen triumphed over Bush, 53.5 to 46.5 percent. In his

concession speech, Bush |l amented: f#fLike Cust
|l ndi ans, | guess there were just too many De
analyzed the change in Texas Democratsodo fort

mai ntained that Athe surprising amount of un
campaign, |l eft Texas Republicans beeat | der ed
in the Democratic primary hurt Bush, who believed he could defeat the liberal incumbent
senator in the general election. Bush did not expect the more conservative Bentsen to
win. Once Bentsen secured the nomination, voters faced a choice betweanitaro
candidates, and since most Texans still remained Democrats, they voted for Bentsen.
1970, which Nixon hoped would be a banner year for the Texas Republican Party, was
instead a serious setbatk.

Furthermore, the conservative Bentsen quickly &sddris Democratic loyalty.
Upon his election to the Senate, the Nixon White House welcomed Bentsen as part of
their fnideol ogical maj ority. o However, Bent
asserting: Al odm coming hetaspadafthephaxont of t he |
forces. O To the presidentds chagrin, Bent se

toward the Republican Pari.

37Jimmy BanksMoney, Marbles and Challd98, 24748.

38Time September 29, 1975, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers-1928,Dolph
Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, ARG23
Box 1 of 2.
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Larger Implications of the 1970 Elections

Garth Jones, a reporter for the Associated Press, analyzed the 1960%fect
the Lone Star State: fATexas Republicans smar
licking handed them at the polls. Any way they turned it hurt. . . . Texas Democrats,
headed by former President Lyndon Johnson and former Gov. John Coneailty, ar
better political shape than they have been since Johnson punctured another GOP revival
move in 1964. Texas definitely can still be called aprer t y3¥st at e. 0

The Republican Party did not fare well nationally either in the 1970 midterms.
Congress mmained firmly in the control of Democrats, as the GOP lost twelve House
seats and made only minimal Senamiededgai ns, de
candidates. Nixon had tasked Spiro Agnew with rallying voters to the Republicans, but
thevicep esi dent 6s harsh rhetoric, plus a shaky
O6Brien, chairman of the Democratic National
Ni xond6s hatchet man i n 1969 ;warwilitants, bbothes at t ac Kk
soon sifted to his real targeds those politicians of either party who opposed the
Administration. Bymidl 9 70, hi s attacks on o6radical | i be
the Bl ack Panthers to |iberal Republicans, w
O 6 Bm beleved this strategy by the Nix#gnew team ultimately helped Democrats.

Al was glad to take on Agnew. Il felt that h

with criminals and Communists extended far beyond the accepted boundaries alpoliti

39Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building: Tales of a Political Life, from LBJ
through George W. Bush and Beyd@Atbany, Tex.: Bright Sky Press, 200687-88.
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debate. Li ke Senator Joe McCarthy, he quest

their motives and patriotism.oo O06Brien

cont

t hat Agnewb6s smears were becomingereounterpro

underestimating the intelligence of the voters, and, in time, they only created sympathy

for the men®they smeared. o

Ni xonds Connally Coup
Chastened by his partyods setbacks in
political upperhand over Democrat3/Vinning the allegiance of Texas voters remained a
priority for him. Shortly after the midterms, the president surprisingly convinced John
Connally to become his secretary of the treasury. It was a stunning and brilliant political
coup. Yet both Texademocrats and Texas Republicans were shocked and wary of the
move. The recently defeated George Bush, who Nixon had convinced to give up a safe

House seat to run for the Senate, especially felt frustrated.

Connall yds deci si on &ceetary didnotpleaseMis aldb n 6 s

mentor, Lyndon Johnson. Connally recall
personal one; he felt he had a proprietary interest in me and | had no right to make a
commitment without consulting him. By forming an allianeith Richard Nixon, |

offended both his personal and his political values. . . . He thought Nixon was an

40 awr ence NoFina ¥i&ariéseArife in Politias from John F.
Kennedy to Watergaig&arden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 19),28082; and Rick
PerlsteinNixonland 534-38.
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unscrupulous campaigner . . . and held him responsible for the ruined careers of several
Democrats who were painted as soft on Commun
BenBares recal |l ed: AConnall yéds decision to
cabinet stunned a lot of people in Texas. Here was the icon of the Democratic Party, the
man whood held Texas Democrats together for
forces withthe Republican president. And not just any Republican, but Richard M.
Ni xon. o I n his memoirs, Barnes suggested th
plans to improve Republican fortunes in TeXas.
Although Johnson and Barnes did not approve)yniaxans supported
Connallybds selection. Connally explained:
right, largely the result of a middig#ass backlash against the years of-aati unrest and
social upheaval. On the editorial pages of newsgagreund the state, a certain pride
was evident: a Texan had been given a positi
Texas Republicans, especially George Bush, expressed the most outrage to Nixon for
placing a Democrat in such a prominent positi@onnally later claimed that he
convinced the president to name Bush ambassador to the United Nations in an effort to
ameliorate the complaints of the former congressthan.
Nixon and Connally developed a close relationship that each man exploited for

politi ¢ a | gai n. Connally became Nixonbs favori

41Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building18890.

423ohn ConnallyinHi st or yds Shadow: (Néwiworkmeri can Od
Hyperion, 1993)231-35, 259
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Buchanan, I mpressed by the former Texas govVve
|l i ke a peacock in this Cabinet strutting amo
ANi xon was intrigued with Connally. Connal |l
Nixon administration deemed by Nixon to be the potential president in the Nixon ranks. .

.. As Agnew declined in presidential favor, carrying out presidential ordersalBonn

began to rise. o Dent el aborated: AConnally
more. He was Nixon plus. | think the president realized this. Connally could match the

Nixon mind. . . . Philosophically, Connally was in the great centdr Miton, and like

Nixon his instincts were conservative and hard s &d . 0

The Sharpstown Scandal Rocks Texas Politics

Connallyjoining ranks with Nixon was not the only shock to Texas Democrats in
1971. On January 18, the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) filed a civil suit
alleging stock fraud and widespread corruption in the Texas state government. The suit
specifically mentioned Waggoner Carr, the former Texas attorney general and
Democratic Senate nominee, and John Osorio, a past state insurance commissioner.
Ironically (or perhaps not so, as will be seen), the SEC completed its action on the same
dayasalargeviotr y gal a cel ebrating the next dayos i
Democrats in the state government. In February 1972, Sam Kinch, Jr., a political

columnist for theDallas Morning Newsand Ben Procter, a historian from Texas

43Harry S. DentThe Prodigal South Returns to Pow26870, 27273. For
more information about the Connally appointment,Jsaaes Reston, JThe Lone Star:
The Life of John ConnalNew York: Harper & Row, 1989872-83.
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Christian University, completethi¢ir bookTexas Under a Cloydvhich detailed this

raging scandal. Kinch and Procter described the effect of the SEC suit on the

i nauguration celebration: fAThe Democratic 69g

on the night of January 18, was tingeith considerable foreboding. By noon of January

19, the conservative Democratic establishment might as well have held the political

version of a wake for H%ts previously victor.i
The controversy became known as the Sharpstown scandalatidiegheld that

Houston banker Frank W. Sharp granted profitable stock purchases as bribes to top state

officials to pass legislation favorable to his businesses in a 1969 special session. Besides

Carr and Osorio, the scandal also implicated House Sp€aleeMutscher, Jr., state

Democratic Chairman Elmer Baum, and several legislators. Although he ultimately

vetoed the Sharp bills, Governor Preston Smith likewise made money from the stock

purchases, tarring him with controversy. Lieutenant GovernoBBemes professed

innocence, but critics questioned how he, as chief presidingraffitbe Texas Senate,

could not be involved. Kinch and Procter argued that the most troubling aspect of the

Sharpstown scandal was ft hnmpupliesewvieetosi on of st

private service, the use of public office for private gain, and the stark reality that, unless

something is done, the same*®attitudes and be

44samKinch, Jr., and Ben ProcteFexas Under a Cloughustin, Tex.: Jenkins
Publishing Co.1972), 1113.

43bid., 14. For more detail about the Sharpstown scanda§ae&inch, Jr.,
and Ben Procteflexas Under a Cloyc&aindCharles DeatoriThe Year They Threw the
Rascals OufAustin, Tex.: Shoal Creek Publishers, 1973
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Years later, Barnes remained convinced that Richard Nixon played &csighi
role in keeping the Sharpstown scandal on the minds of voters, especially since his
administration controlled the SEC. Barnes felt that as a rising political star, he especially
had been a target. Barnes suggested that despite being innocegtdrabranded
him with a | abel of fAguilt by association. o

Party saw Sharpstown as an opportunity to bring down the most powerful Democratic

bloc in the South, and they spared notBingpt time nor money norfiertd in trying to

bring Texas Democrats down. 0 Barnes further
as the controversy unfolded: ATexas Republic
overjoyed at the budding scandal. . . . With a complicatey kkerthis one, they knew

that the investigation would take a while, and that the stench of it would cling to the

Democrats for a long time to come, regardl es
An Abilene jury convicted Mutschemnd two of his key allies of bribery in March

1972. I nterestingly, Nixonds Department of

exchange for testimony about other conspirators. To Barnes, this action represented

Nixonian politics at its worst. Hemdinai ned: A There was only one

possibly have had for granting Sharp full immunity: they wanted his help in going after

Texas Democrats. o -Appdinted W.§. attbraey in Hoaiston,t he Ni X o n

46Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building194-97.
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confidentl y de cwoadrahetrgetall the shadksand netrjust the i |
mi nndws. 0
As the Sharpstown scandal rocked the conservative Democratic establishment in
Texas, Republicans and liberal Democrats sought to discover the truth about the
controversy, reform state governmeard improve their political positions. A group of
|l egi sl ators, which called themselves the nDi
into the Sharpstown scandal and Mutscher o6s g

~

session. Kinch and Procterdesi bed the Dirty Thirty as a fAm

and a Aspontaneous, politically wunnatural <co
Democrat and the Republican, the | iberal and
achievement i nwobliccawate thateherp wereginarfistvdredl questions

about the role of state officials in the stdckud case and that recurrences of the whole
mess could only be avoided by thorough reform of both the legislative process and the

ethical climate inwhich#h | aws &r e made. 0

The Busing Controversy Explodes
During the early 1970s busing of children to achieve racial balance in public
schools became a major political issue. Federal courts ordered the busing of students
away from their neighborhood schoatsi s ome | ocal es to help deseg

education system and live up to the landmark 1®®#vndecision. Busing proved

47bid., 201.

48samkKinch, Jr., and Ben ProctéFexasuUnder a Cloud 87-88.
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extremely contentious, especially in the Lone Star State. Texans overwhelmingly
opposed it, and Bentsen and other public @ffscreceived numerous letters, petitions,
and editorials with this sentiment. In August 1971, Gib Lewis, a Democratic member of
the Texas House of Representatives from Fort Worth, wrote Bentsen about the busing
controversy: Al dosniondkoatwi hgwt yeugemai al ip
school busing, but mine has been 99.9% bitterly against the Supreme Court ruling in
favor of school busing. . . . | feel personally that the Supreme Court over the past few
years has shown very poor judgment iany of their decisions whereby they have
upheld the Constitution for a few and have grossly neglected the freedoms of the vast
maj ority.o I n a response, Bentsen noted tha
sentiment?®
Most Texas elected officiatspposed busing. One Austin man called upon
Bentsen to work for passage of an antibusing amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
|l 'l ustrating the passion busing invoked, the
importance of this matter is so criticaltashave the status of the future freedom of the
political system in this country at stake. It has long been known that he who controls the

education and training of the young, also controls the future of the nation. . . . | believe

49Gib Lewis to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, August 3, 1971, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr.,
Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas
at Austin, ACC 32976-81, Box 32; and Senator Lloyd Bentsen to Gawis, August 17,
1971, Ibid.
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that power mustremaini t h t he people direct y and on th

Similarly, a San Antonio woman who served as petition chairperson of Concerned Action

Now sent Bentsen an antibusing resolution with over 2,500 signatures. She invoked

Nixonian language, warningeh s enat or : ARemember these sign:

people, the silent majrity, who have civil
Texans cautioned their elected officials to oppose busing and other liberal causes.

In one such example,aselfe scr i bed Al i fDee Moo nfgr ocmo nSsaenr vAanttiovne

remi nded Bentsen t hasadsmiingvRalplvYatwalghlDuiofl en Ral f

office because he was . . . in bed with the eastern liberals, T. Kennedy, Muskie, Church,

etc. He voted against southern Supreme Court judges, flongits legislation that

forced us to bus. o The writer called upon E

Senate | iberals. He further commented on th

do not feel that any of the front running Demo ddates would be well received in

Tex. 0 I n a response, Bentsen maintained his

will be no question in your mind where | stand, here are my views. | believe in the

concept of neighborhood schools. | am oppoedtié use of massive busing solely to

achieve a racial balance in the schools, for | do not believe the education of children will

50james H. Kraus to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, September 14, 1971, Lloyd M.
Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The
University of Texas at Austin, ACC 32Z85-81, Box 32.

S1Mrs. Robert D. Gliehenhaus to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, December 10, 1971,
Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History,
The University of Texas at Austin, ACC 328-81, Box 32.
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be enhanced by busing them out of their neighborhoods, just to meet vague standards of

racial cé&mposition. o
John Tower caggatedcoudHo r der ed busing as fAsoci al exp
decried: fiSeldom in modern times have our fe

outpouring of protest as we have witnessed in the last few years as a result of the

decisions to require thefced massive crodsown busi ng of our nati oni
c hi | © Busing edpecially challenged Democratic Party unity, pitting northerners
against southerners. One Texan petitioned E
Democratic Chairman of Fannin Counfyexas, that | am opposed to the busing of any

form when it is used to achieve racial balance in integration. . . . | believe that | speak for

the vast majority of >tBhsiagwoeldbremraia aniexplosdva nni n Co

political issue in Texaand across the country throughout the 1970s.

52F. M. Lee to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, January 21, 1973dLlb. Bentsen, Jr.,
Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas
at Austin, ACC 3297/6-81, Box 151; and Senator Lloyd Bentsen to F. M. Lee, January
28, 1972, Ibid.

53speech, Senator Tower, October 10, 1&f&echedox/folder 2320, John G.
Tower Papers, Southwestern University, Georgetown, TX.

54Roy H. Doyle to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, May 29, 1972, , Lloyd M. Bentsen,
Jr., Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of
Texas at Aush, ACC 32976-81, Box 151.
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The 1972 Presidential Campaign Begins

During the spring and summer of 1972, Senator George McGovern of South
Dakota surprisingly won several primaries for the Democratic presidential nomination,
defeating suposed frontrunners such as Senator Edmund Muskie of Maine and former
Vice President Hubert Humphrey. George Wallace also participated in the primaries
before an assassination attempt in May left him paralyzed and derailed his campaign.
McGovern, once aohgshot for the nomination, inspired followers through his persistent
and el oquent criticism of the Vietnam War.
chairman at the time, described: Al wunderest
newpartyrue®n t he nominating process. Mc Governo:
and well organized. His followers, motivated by their hatred of the war in Vietnam, were
at that moment the most vital force in the L
after sate, party leaders pledged to Muskie would be defeated in party caucuses by
students and housewives pledged to McGovern. Clearly, something historic was
happening wi®hexamsurmesatrlty .Memained cool to
but a young coupleamed Bill Clinton and Hillary Rodham worked hard to win the Lone
Star State for the liberal senator.

Nixon, meanwhile, avoided directly campaigning and attempted to present an

image of strong presidential leadership, most notably with his historiot@hina in

S5 awr ence NoFinal ¥i&ariés 29%596. For more on McGovern and
the 1972 campaign, see Brudeoff, The Li ber al s6 Moment: The Mc
and the Identity Crisis of the Democratic Paftyawrence: Universityress of Kansas,
2007).
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February 1972. As the Democratic primary became more divisive (in no small part due

to Adirty trickso propagated by Nixon forces
nominee, the president highlighted his conservatism. John Connally joined the

presi dent s reelection effort as | eader of D
to the Connally ranch for a meeting where the former governor introduced the president

to the fimovers and shakers of Texahs. 0 Many
pocketbooks and no love for McGovern. Guests included Allan Shivers, Fort Worth

developer Amon Carter, Jr., Houston businessman James Elkins, Jr., and Robert Kleberg,

Jr., of the King Ranch. Heirs to the great Texas oil fortunes, such as Perry Bass, Ne

Bunker Hunt, and Clint, Jr., and John Murchison, also attettded.

Former LBJ aide Jack Valenti recalled Lyn
of his old supporters who joined ranks with Nixon for the 1972 election. Although
Johnson did not favor Ma&sv er n6s nomination due to their |
Vietnam, Valent. mai ntained that LBJ #Adid no
and the Democratic Party. He was peeved when so many of his former colleagues and
close friends joined Democeat f or Ni xon. 0 Yet Valenti cl ain
begrudge his | ongtime prot®g® and ally: fAHe
for John Connally for leading this movement, for he knew for some time that Connally . .

. would choose to cut hisgorings to the Democratic Party. Connally, at heart more
conservative than LBJ and visibly uncomfortable with the loose ideological abandon of

the McGovern groupings, had long made it clear that he would find a presidency under

56John Connallyl N Hi st or,35868. Shadow
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Nixon infinitely more palable than under McGovern. LBJ understood Connally and his
incompatibility with the liberal e f t el ement in the party. o Ne
president regretted this exodus of the Democratic Party by Connally and others.

Connally now appeared a Dennatin name only’

In the 1972 Texas Democratic Senate primary, where the winner would challenge
Tower in the fall, HaroldiBarefoobSander s upset Ralph Yarboroug
comeback. Bernard Rapoport blamed Wwarboroug
and obsession with old enemies for the for me
Yarboroughos campaigncepeecheandshé@arambodi nhgl,
of irrelevant personal attacks against Lyndon Johnson, John Connally, and Lloyd
Bent sen. 0O Yar borough gave |ittle mention of
John Tower . Al t hough he remained an admirer
paranoia was sad and disturbing to us all, and it did more to defeat him thanghighin
opponent s Yeavrebro rdoiudg.hods def eat by Sanders al s

weariness with the liberal former senator and their desire for a conservative alternative.

57Jack ValentiA Very Human PresideifiNew York: W. W. Norton, 1975), 384
85.

58Bernard RapoporBeing Rapoport14851; andRalph Webster Yarborough
Papers, 1836, 1844, 191988, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The
University of Texas at AustjiBox 42d555
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The 1972 Texas Democratic Gubernatorial Primary

The Democr at impaiggemerged asdhe lmast fas@nating race in
Texas in 1972, as Preston Smith, Ben Barnes, Dolph Bridcog,.nd Fr ances fiSi ss)
Farenthold competed for the gubernatorial nomination. Smith sough a third term as
governor, while Barnes, the LEJonnallyprotégé with star potential, hoped to take
another step toward national prominence. Both individuals labored to remove the
controversy of the Sharpstown scandal from their candidacies. Briscoe, a rancher and
banker from Uvalde, ran on a pledge of no hi@xes for Texas. A former state
legislator, Briscodaterobserved fil coul d see that ordinary TEe
neverending growth of government at all levels and the resulting increase in their tax
burden. In fact, it was evidentthatatae bel | i on was spredding acr ¢
member of the ADirty Thirtyo from Corpus Chr
state government and an end to the Vietnam V
presidential candidacy. Rapoportexpl@ d of Farent hol d: fAHer gube
was an open challenge to the conservative gddboy state political establishment and
its candidate, Lieutenant Governor Ben Barnes. . .. She ran a populist campaign that
struck a chord with a lot of vatewho were thoroughly disenchanted with the corruption

in AFStin. o

59Dolph BriscoeDolph Briscoe: My Life in Texas Ranching and Politics, As told
to Don Carleton(Austin: Cente for American History, University of Texas, 200867
68.

60Bernard RapoporBeing Rapoportl5457.
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In a shock to the conservative Democratic establishment, Barnes and Smith,
tainted by the Sharpstown scandal, finished third and fourth, respectively, in the primary.
Voters rewarde@riscoe and Farenthold for being outsiders and for their perceived
honesty. In a competitive runoff, Briscoe defeated Farenthold as conservative Democrats
rallied to his side. Farentholdds | iberal v
electorate.Briscoe especially criticized her promise to end the Texas Rangers because of
past abuses of authority: Al was most apprec
abolishing the Texas Rangers, because | knew that most Texans admire them and cherish
theirl egacy as much as | do. She haflded me a v
Even though no evidence existed linking Ben Barnes with the Sharpstown
scandal, voters punished him for being an incumbent efficdéer. Years later Nixon
administration almni admitted to Barnes their role in destroying his promising political
career. After serving time in prison due to the Watergate scandal, John Mitchell, U.S.
attorney general at the time of Sharpstown, and H. R. Haldeman, White House chief of
staff, boths e par at el y apol ogized to Barnes and cont
him.52
Barnes discussed the impact Sharpstown had on the Texas Demaocratic Party:

The Sharpstowmvestigations achieved what Republicans had hoped for.

All three of the s b &overdosPrestanmithl|Heuse e d De mo
Speaker Gus Mutscher, anddneere forced out of politics. Dozens of House
members al so | ost ushheitro sfetalhrsow nt Heh eb wnost e

the man who would go on to win the governorship, Dolph Briscoe, turned out to

61Dolph BriscoeDolph Briscoe 18286.

62Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building215218.
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be not particularly effective in that office, the momentum Texas Democrats had
sustained throughout the sixties and into the 1970 electionsongdetely
destroyed?

1972 Democratic National Convention

Democrats hoped to avoid a repeat of the Itg®nalconvention chaos and to
unite the party in 1972. The upheaval in Chicago during 1968 led to the creation of the
Commission on Party Structure and Delegate Selection. George McGovern chaired the
commission as it studied how to give all Democrats a voitied nominating process.
He became convinced that for its survival the party had to change or face abandonment
by liberal activists who instead might create a new political organization or possibly
resort tpolitthe samtfi t hencemmissiantcanttoversidllp e Mc Gov e
proposed that all delegates to the national convention be elected, rather than appointed as
was common in several states; and mandated
di scriminationo through diesovommenargiiyourgg parti ci p
people fiin reasonable relationship to their
reforms led to increased diversity among the delegates at the 1972 national convention in

Miami but also angered other Democrats who saw ffwditical clout lessened. Most

63ibid., 218.
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notably, McGovern backers refused to sit the lllinois delegation led by Chicago Mayor
Richard Daley, outraging many longtime party loyalféts.

Division plagued the Texas Democratic Party at the national conventionhe~or t
first time, the wunit rule, which gave al/l of
in effect, as a result of the McGovern reforms. Fifp Texas delegates supported
George Wallace, fortpne backed McGovern, and another thitity endorsedienry
AScoopd Jackson, a Washington senator. Bris
to unify the Texas delegation. Adamantly opposed to McGovern, Briscoe first cast his
ballot for Wallace hoping that a deadlocked convention would choose a neolilera
Jackson with perhaps a southern running mate. Once McGovern officially captured the
nomination, Briscoe and several other Texas delegates changed their votes in favor of the
South Dakota senator in the naamehadtfe party un
unforeseen consequence of angering both Wallace and McGovern supporters. He
recalled: AMy attempts to unify this badly s
Texas really blew up in my face. By voting for Wallace on the first ballot, |
unintentionally alienated some African American and Mexican American voters. By
voting for McGovern at the end, | offended t
convention, Briscoe announced that while he would vote the straight Democratic ticket,
he wouldnot campaign for McGovern, who remained deeply unpopular in Texas.

Briscoe summarized:

64 awr ence HNoFina ¥i&aries 28892, 308; and George S.
McGovern,Grassroots: The Autobiography of George McGoy@&ew York: Random
House, 197), 137, 139, 151.
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Miami was a disastrous convention, and the McGovern campaign was

even more of a disaster. It was a complete catastrophe here in Texas. It was

really the beginning ahe downfall of our Democratic Party in Texas. . .. It was

easy to see in 1972 that the Texas Democratic Party was going downhill because

of what was happening with the national party. Texas was then, and is today,

very conservative, and the nationattganoved too far to the left for most

Texans. | had to be sure that whenever George McGovern was in Texas, | was at

the opposite end of the state, because it was obvious that any association with him

would be harmful, if not disastro§3.

Another episod angered many Texans. Jack Valenti especially expressed
outrage that most Democrats at the national convention completely ignored Lyndon
Johnsonds accomplishments. He described his
events on t el eghtlsemioed with @ngdr when | sawmwkat was going
on in the hall. Pictures of all past Democratic presideBR, Truman, Kennedy
plus Adl ai Stevenson, were hung in a grand s
nowher e was LBJGOs...dtovastam adsurd mdlignanbcet atfPeesiderd .
Johnson, and | raged inside. |l thought, God
further noted: ASpeaker after speaker rose t
not once did anyone meati Lyndon Johnson by name. It was not until Senator Ted
Kennedy rose, | ate in the convention, that a
Kennedy was gracious and grateful to the president. It was almost an act of courage on

his part . 0 -ledtdnentidhov@ed eothing to do with the former president,

largely because of Vietnam. Following the convention, Valenti wrote a widely

65Dolph BriscoeDolph Briscoe 186:93.
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disseminated article for th&ashingtonPost r i t i ci zi ng this treat ment
accomplishments in civiights, education, and health céfe.

McGovern made opposition to the Vietnam War the central theme of his
presidenti al campaign. Many Texans, however
immediate withdrawal as an irresponsible admittance of failure, arelnmech
uncomfortable with the nomineeds support of
illustrated this sentiment when he explained
t he warntgroups6 are currently .diesbriethigg i n a mo
to disagree. However, public demonstration at a critical time is another thing. These
demonstrations and publicity given to those
actions can only be termed as aiding and abetting the ernémy: government is going
to successfully negotiate a basis for releas

need an atmo&phere of unity.o

Ni xonds Landslide Victory

Nixon won reelection in a landslide, capturing 49 of 50 states and 60 pefrcent 0
the popular vote. He garnered the largest percentage (66) of Texas votes by any
Republican in history. Party disunity and campaign missteps plagued McGovern.

Conservative Democrats viewed McGovern as to

66Jack ValentiA Very Human Presiden88084.

6/Thomas H. Shartle, Jr., ®enator Lloyd Bentsen, May 12, 1972, , Lloyd M.
Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192298, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The
University of Texas at Austin, ACC 32Z8-81, Box 151.
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of his orginal running mate, Senator Thomas Eagleton of Missouri, for alleged mental
health problems, branded the nominee as fickle addgllui pped t o handl e t he
complex problems. Not even a mysterious June breakthe Democratic National
Committee adquarters at Washingtonds Watergate
momentum or hurt Nixonbés candi dacy.

Ni xon dreamed of creating a novel politic
Maj ority.o The president desciondn@éd: #AThe r e
conduct was little short of exuberant. He had consciously abandoned conservative and
moderate Democrats; and the ethnic groups, traditionally a Democratic blue chip, could
find in him nothing of the hearty patriotism and pride that they had lofked their
party in the past. With these defections we had a chance not just to win the election but
to create the New Majority we had only drean
most exciting aspect of t he Ipbrvetsetredtneentt i on f O
of the traditional Democratic power blocs that had been the basis of every Democratic
presidential victory for the last forty years had made possible the creation of a New
Republican Majority as an electoral force in American politiowas confident that if we

could only make a first inroad, we could follow through with these New Majority

grouvps. o

The national Democratic Party seemed as divided as ever. The Texas Democratic

Party, beleaguered by the Sharpstown scandal, faced eneur t ai n f ut ur e. Ni X

68Richard NixonRN, 657, 66970.
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Majority appeared within grasp, and the president believed his new best friend, an old
Texas governor, still nominally a Democrat, could help change the face of American

politics permanently.
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CHAPTER 6
AThe Majority is Stild Ri ght of
Texas Politics in the Watergate Era, 1971976

Soon after his smashing reelection victory, however, the unraveling Watergate
scandal beleaguered Richard Nixon and thwarted his hopes for building a New Majority.
John Connally feared becoming too close to the Nixon White House as it sunk into crisis,
and quickly faced his own legal problems. Democrats attempted to rebound from their
1972 debacle and rebuild the party both in Texas and nationally. By theewadies,
many Americans expressed disgust with their
major problems of the day. People longed for a simpler, less tumultuous time, and this

particularly was true in Texas.

The 1972 Election Autopsy

In December 972 George Christian compiled a memorandum for Lloyd Bentsen
with his thoughts on the recent election. He discussed a feeling among some political
operatives that Athe yellow dog Democrat bel
anincreaseinstrdmgt i cket Republican voting. Christi e
many people may have voted a straight GOP ticket just to make sure of their Presidential
vote, because of the unusual antagonism towa
However, hesurmised:

Harry Dent is probably correct when he says the region from the Potomac
to the Pedernales is now solid Republican country in Presidential elections. It will
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be difficult to reverse this new trend now that it has accelerated so greatly, since it
is unlikely the Democratic Party will moderate enough to offset the gains of

recent years. Most Southerners are in effect now independents who vote
Democratic for conservative and moderate state candidates and Republican (or
George Wallace) in Presideritelections. The bell has tolled for lééaning

national candidates in this regibed Kennedy or anyone else.

Christian admitted that the McGovern nomination hurt all Democrats, including Bentsen.
Yet liberals and th@exas Observenad criticized tk senator for his lukewarm support

of the Democratic presidential nominee, which Christian contended actually would help
Bentsen in the lonterm. Texas still possessed a conservdaéaaing bent. Christian

listed the contemporary state of Texas pditic

--the majority is still right of center,

--moderateio-conservative Democrats win statewide contests regardless
of Republican challenge (affirming the 1970 situation);

--liberals in statewide races, if their identity is clear, are long shots at best

-t he student vote is probably overrate
a bloc except in a few precincts in Austin;

--people are rejecting radical change in favor of the status quo, probably
because they have endured so much change for the paesars

--racial conflict is very much alive;

--Texans are suspicious of anything that might jeopardize national
security;

--the Wallace viewpoint has more adherents now than it did four years

ago.
According to Christian, Mc Governds -nominati o
wing candidates, and Afor the time being, th

before the electiah partly because it got a glimpse of realdft ng pol itln cs. O Cl
concluded by advising Bentsen: AThere has be
to preserve your conservative base; 0 and al s

Democratic Party nationally do not fit the Texas mold; it is best not to caselfaars
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roles that identify you with those who at best are suspicious characters to most Texans
right! now. o

Foll owing McGovern6és crushing defeat, the
through a period of sowdearching as many criticized its liberalr23standard bearer and
platform. Robert Strauss of D& became Democratic Chairmaeplacing the more
liberal Jean Westwood. A longtime ally of Lyndon Johnson and John Connally, Strauss
hoped to unify the party through promoting political moderation.

After his reelection victory Richard Nixon began planning how to make John
Connally his successor and the face of the New Majority. Earlier in 1972, the president
had even flirted with the idea of dropping Spiro Agnew from the ticket and making
Connallyhi s running mate. Ni xon recall ed: AAs |
| also had to look ahead to 1976. | believed that John Connally was the only man in
either party who clearly had the potential to be a great President. He had the necessary
political 6éfire in the belly,d the energy to

against replacing Agnew with Connally. Such a shocking move would have held

1George Christian to Lloyd Bentsen, Detger 4, 1972, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr.,
Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas
at Austin, ACC 93188, Box 62.

2Chandler DavidsorRace and Class in Texas Politi¢inceton: Princeton
University Press, 1990}174.
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immense political risks, potentially angering Agnew supporters and other Republicans
who did not like Connally, still a Democrat at the time of the election.
After securing a second term in the White House, Nixon wanted Harry Dent to
play a key role in Connallyds transition to
this effort, he beéved the former Texas governor would have a difficult task in winning
over Republican voters, due to his lemgld Democratic ties. Nevertheless, according to
Dent: AThe president was convinced that with
Connallycot d become the 1976 GOP nominee for pre:
Texas Republicans remained wary of Connally. John Tower and George Bush,
who had battled the former Texas governor for years, especially resented his close
relationship with Nixon. In 1972, Tower defeatemhservative Democrat Harold
AiBarefooto Sanders for another term in the L
Sanders to George McGovern and liberal Democrats and convinced voters to return him
to Washington as a better representative of conservegixas values. Tower won
victory despite little help from the Nixon team, which focused instead on winning a
landslide in Texas for the president and admittedly did not want to appear with vulnerable

candidates. Tower angrily recalled experiencing tensioimg the campaign with

3Richard NixonRN: The Memoirs of Richard Nix¢New York: Grosset &
Dunlap, 1978), 67&5; and John Connally,n Hi st oryb6s Shadow: An Am
(New York: Hyperion, 1993), 2662.

4Harry S. DentThe Prodigal South Returns to Powlew York: John Wiley &
Sons, 1978)27576.
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Connally and his Democrats for Nixon members like Joe Kilgore, who made clear that

they did not support Towerds reelPection effo
Although the Texas Democratic Party retained its power stiAwuring the

1972 elections, voters disgusted by the Sharpstown scandal brought in a new group of

leaders who pledged to return ethics to state government. In the gubernatorial election,

Dolph Briscoe Jr.,narrowly defeated Hank Grover, a Republictatessenator from

Houston, and Ramsey MuRiz of the Raza Unida

prominent Texas political families came to power, as William P. Hobby, Jr., and Price

Daniel, Jr., became lieutenant governor and speaker of the house, vegpetti

perhaps the most dramatic consequence of Sharpstown, 77 members ofshat150

Texas House took their oath of office for the first time, while 15 new legislators entered

the 3%seat Texas Senate. Voters had given the new officeholders ordirartaip the

mess in Austin, and they acted. During the 1973 session the legislature passed and the

governor signed significant reforms into law, including open records legislation, financial

disclosure policies, ethics requirements, and new regulaifdobbyists®
The legacy of various court decisions from the 1960s and early 1970s further

affected Texas politics in the wake of Sharpstown. Scholar Charles Deaton, in his

influential 1973 booK he Year They Threw the Rascals,@ugued that the Shatps/n

scandal, changes in the national Democratic

SJohn G. TowerConsequences: A Personal and Political MengBioston: Little,
Brown and Company, 1991306-208.

6For more detail on reforms in the wake of SharpstownCéeelesDeaton,The
Year They Threw the Rasc@sit (Austin, Tex.: Shoal Creek Publishei§73), 183207.
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of singlemember legislative districts brought potential for significant change in Texas
politics. Prior to court rulings in 1972 and 1973, maoiember districtgallowed citizens

to vote in all elections in their city of residence. This diluted minority, liberal, and
Republican voting in Texas, as conservative Democrats could vote for several legislators.
Rural areas of the state possessed a disproportionatenbaigolitical strength. Court
decisions around the time of the Sharpstown scandal guaranteeensergleer districts

in Houston, Dallas, and San Antonio, allowing more political clout for urban areas and
previously underrepresented voters in Texas.

David Richards, a lawyer who supported liberal Democratic causes, explained the
significance of these court cases, especlaliyarinv.Martin( 1966 ) : A The court
provisions that prevented any county from having more than one member of the Texas
Serate, and also required that Senate apportionment be based on population rather than
on the Texas constitutional standard of d&équa
provision that prevented any county from having more than seven memberg ex#se
House of Representatives. These rulings, issued under the logic of one person, one vote,
had dramatic consequences. 0 The court deci s
areas, and even Republicans with stronger political voices in choosingldtted

representative$.

/CharlesDeaton,The Year They Threw the Rascals,Q8t-54, 211212.

8David RichardsOnce Upon a Time in Texas: A Liberal in the Lone Star State
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 2008p-55. For more about redistricting, see also
pages 85L04; andGary A.Keith, ed, Rotten Boroughs, Political Thickets, and
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LBJ Dies

On January 22, 1973, Lyndon Johnson died. The former president had
experienced serious health problems since | e
death occurred two days adjtusedaysbeforethe@ 0s second
announcement of the end of U.S. military inyv
passing seemed to symbolize the end of an age. Ben Barnes remembered his grief at
LBJO6s burial on his belovedniexang&nd AJohnson
especially the Democrats, stood dalind watching that great man being laid to rest
under gently swaying oak trees was almost too much to bear. It felt like we were
grieving not just for the °MarinWatbonvoicddor t he i
similar sentiments in his eulogy for the for

we | oved him beyond any telling &f it. We s

Roe v. Wade anithe Judiciary
On the same day Lyndon Johnson dibd,U.S. Supreme Court delivered one of
the most important, and controversial, decisions in its hist@oe v. Wadéeld that the

right to privacy protected a womands deci si o

Legislative Donnybrooks: Redistricting in TeXasistin: University of Texas Press,
2013.

9Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Buildig: Tales of a Political Life, from LBJ
through George W. Bush and Beyd@Adbany, Tex.: Bright Sky Press, 2006), 218.

10w. Marvin WatsonChief of Staff: Lyndon Johnson and His PresiddiiNgw
York: Thomas Dunne Books, 200843.
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viability of the fetus. The case omgted in Texas, as lawyers Sarah Weddington and
Linda Coffee represented Norma McCorvey (ano
Dall as woman wishing to terminate her pregna
prohibiting abortion. Weddington later became aalestate legislator, representing
Austin. Roe v. Wadeutraged many Americans who equated abortion with murder, and
remains contentious to the present day.
Following the ruling, Lloyd Bentsen received several messages from alarmed
constituents who wored Roerepresented yet another example of the decline of religious
piety in the United States. A Beaumont coup
dismay at the recent Supreme Court decision on abortion. They abolished capital
punishment but then gitbe geahead for legal abortions. This is a Christian society not
a secular one as the Supreme Court judges se
On abortion they maintained, dit iIs wrong, I
womansi mi | arly stressed t Gtakingthelifeeahausmasre,néat or :
and proposed: AAlso will you please help wit
School s. | believe our crime rate Will be g
Roe v. Waddike past cases involving civil rights, busing, and crime, contributed
to a belief amongst many Americans that the

During the spring of 1973, several Texans expressed this sentiment to Bentsen. So

11Roderick P. and Elver@. Wright to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, February 3, 1973,
Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History,
The University of Texas at Austin, ACC 328-81, Box 124; and/rs. H. H. Haggard to
Senator Lloyd Bentsen, Februdr§, 1973]bid.
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called for Congress to review the qualifications of current judges, especially those on the
Supreme Court. Bentsen responded to one suc
courts are being called upon to decide too many cases in which theltthave

competence to adjudicate and, in too many instances, which they are deciding with

subsequent poor results. The present national uproar over busing is a perfect example of

the courts attempting to promulgate formulas for the education of our chialfe

mi ni mal resource® and chaotic results. o

Connally Joins the GOP
In May 1973, the NixorConnally relationship reached its apogee. Connally
officially announced that he had joined the Republican Party, declaring that it represented

his conservativeolitical philosophy better than the Democratic Party. With Connally

now a Republican, Nixondés efforts to make th
successor in 1976 fully could begin. Ben Ba
hadndét heowdsmdoing it, but | candét say | was
to run for President, and | knew hedd reache

at the 1972 national convention that summer, when the liberal wing of the party pushed

12senator Lloyd Bentsen to Wil Cowan, May 18, 1973, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr.,
Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas
at Austin, ACC 32987-11, Box 98.
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through the McGovern rules and the party leaders chose to completely ignore the legacy
of Lyndonm® Johnson. o
Although somewhat bitter after years of political battles with the new convert,
John Tower believed that Connallyith his great popularity in the Lone Star State, could
help the Texas Republican Party prosper. I n
announcement, Tower s hr e w-hindedRemacdatawile d: Al ho
follow his example and that his aatiavill accelerate the growing trend toward realistic
political realignment along the lines of national political philosophy. This is additional
evidence that it is the Republican Party which now comes closest to representing the
traditional Texas viewpotd a viewpoint that John Connally has championed so
vigor#usly. o
Obviously, Connallyds decision angered ma

who had served as Lady Bird Johnsonbés press

good thing John Connallywadt at t he Al amo. Hedéd be organ
Anna now. 0 Lady Bird Johnson expressed appr
until after LBJO6s death to make the switch.

13Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Building218.

14statementSenator Towetyay 2, 1973 Speechesox/folder 2310, John G.
Tower Papers, Southwestern University, Georgetown, TX.
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exploding Watergate scandal, jokg t hat Connall yés switch repr

hi story a rat has s®wum toward a sinking ship

The Watergate Scandal Grows

The Watergate scandal destroyed Nixon and
Majority. Nixon discussed his attitudeashi s econd term began: Al fe
Majority of Americans, with its roots mainly in the Midwest, the West, and the South,
had simply never been encouraged to give the Eastern liberal elite a run for its money for
control of thetinans omdsBkeyedny ilhis | andsli
Nixon hoped to reorganize the federal government by attacking what he viewed as a
liberal bureaucracy and establish a new conservative political order, which he hoped
Connally would inherit. During thgpring and summer of 1973, however, as details of
the sordid Watergate scandal unfolded, Nixon found himself completely on the defensive
and fighting for his own political surviva¥,

Shortly after his switch to the Republican Party, Connally becamea$pecnsel
to the president. Determined to protect his own presidential potential, Connally urged
Nixon to take swift action to rid himself of Watergate and fire anyone involved with the
controversy. Upon | ear niohhijs ®avereationsadli x onds s e

presidentand when a court subpoenaed seven of the tapes, the former Texas governor

15j0hn Connallyl N Hi st o r, 368; Ben SBare8aonvBurning, Barn
Building, 218219; andlames Reston, Jihe Lone Star: The Life of John Connally
(New York: Harper & Row, 1989153.

16Richard NixonRN, 76364.
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had a distinct reaction. Connally recalled telling H. R. Haldeman, White House chief of

staff: AFor heavends s ake, erastofitHosetapes. Getr e si d e n
rid of them. He has to preserve those seven
And dono6ét be secretive about it. Have a bon

such a drastic action only would compound hiotu bl es and refused to f«
guestionable advice. Just six weeks after returning to the Nixon administration, Connally
left the White House, wary that getting too close to Watergate could threaten his own
political futurel’
The Watergatecriss t hrew a wrench into Nixon and
New Majority, especially in supposedly friendly Texas. Charles Deaton, writing in mid
1973, noted that few Texas Democrats had joi
Texans that was supposedfollow him over to the other side failed to materialize,
though. Not a single current offid¢®lder followed Connally, and when-¢jouse
Speaker Rayford Price made the switch, it was in a-hittkced news conference.
Silver-haired John went back ¥Washington to seek his fame and fortune while helping
Nixon out of the Watergate jam, but reports at this time indicate that is not working as
Connal | y ' Acbluhnistoar theDallas Morning Newsiffirmed, however,

t hat Connal |thetusforederrtconsaquence df hething one rising star in

17personal Notes, George Bush, April 19, 1938/ID 25864, Republican
National Committee File, Donated Historical Materials, George Bush Presidential
Library; John Connallyl n  Hi st o r, 26869; a®llamet Regton, Ji.he Lone
Star, 45457.

18Charles DeatoriThe Year They Threw the Rascals,@12213.
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Texas politics: ASince John Connally Il eft th

unchall enged king® of Texas Democrats. o

The Watergate Scandal and the Mood of Texas
Seemingly left for dead followinthe 1972 elections, the Watergate scandal
unified Democrats across the country in opposition to the president. Texas Democrats

themselves found surprising unity protesting

leadership. Ata July 1973 rally of partylerde i n Beaumont, Briscoe a
national economy is in flames as a result of
national conscience is in ashes as a result of Watergate. . . . The Democratic Party has

come to the rescue of thiscountrymma t i mes bef or e. It will do
di scussed the partyds renewal since the deva
a broad umbrella over all age groups and all

Governor Hobby urged Democratso fiput our di fferences apart
dig at Republicans, Briscoe predicted that L
from the Golden Gate to the Watergate. o

While Democrats remained optimistic about their renewed politicalries,

Texans, like many other people across the country, reported a growing disillusionment

19Dallas Morning NewsMay 26, 1973, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 1921
1998, Dolph Brisco€enter for American History, The University of Texas at Austin,
ACC 93188, Box 62.

20austin AmericarStatesmanJuly 23, 1973, Lioyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers,
19211998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at
Austin, ACC 93188, Box 62.
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with the course of the U.S. government and its leaders. A July 1973 survey

commissioned by Bentsen examined the current political mood of Texas. The

controverges that had engulfed the Johnson and Nixon presidencies had undermined
Texanso6 trust, as 67 percent of respondents
years, American | eaders have failed to tell
disagreed Interestingly, 73 percent of African Americans, as opposed to 67 percent of

whites and 66 percent of Mexican Americans, agreed. In another sign of racial tensions

among Texans, by a 56 to 34 percent margin and a 46 to 41 percent difference black and
Hispanic Texans respectively believed: A Mo st

l i ke me. 0 I n a striking contrast, 59 percen
Despite a negative attitude toward politicians, Texans generally approved aitheir

elected officials. Bentsen, Tower, and Briscoe each maintained high approval ratings.
Texans particularly admired Bentsends percei
had not suffered long term political damage for supporting McGovern, as &hpef

survey participants said it did not change their opinion of him. Merely 18 percent

expressed a less favorable view of Bentsen because of his endorsement of the highly

unpopular 1972 Democratic presidential nominee. Moreover, only 35 percenés vo

agreed with the statement Al tend to think |
the Republican Party, o0 while 57 percent di sa

continued popularity in Texas, despite his close association with Kfxon.

215 A Survey of the Attitudes of the Voters
Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The
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Another survey the following month found that Texans mentioned the Watergate
scandal and the economy as the two most pressing political issues of the day. Watergate
and the weakening economy negatively affecte
respondentsatt ed t hat the United States was fAdon th
Texans gave a positive job performance rating to Nixon, while 58 percent responded
negatively. The poll noted that such numbers especially proved dramatic giverethat
president wn Texas with 6@ercent of the vote less than a year earlier. In a striking
statistic, #Afully 63 percent indicated that
of Watergate. The most frequently cited reason was that Watergate has causet vote
| ose trust and confidence in the government
economy: fAThe inflation and the high cost of
Voters want some relief, and the Nixon administration has beeneuttaptovide it.
Thus, Republican candidates in 1974 could be in serious trouble if the economic situation
does not improve. . .. There is no better issue for the Democrats in 1974 than the high
cost of living. o

The August 1973 study noted the curnpolitical makeup of the Lone Star State:
ADespite the progress of the Republicans in
state and the national Democratic Party, the Republicans in Texas are still very much the
outparty. o T h e espalitical @lgologgen @t Texane d t h

In Texas, the electorate would be classified as solidly conservative. Fully

50 percent of the voters chose either very conservative (16 percent) or fairly
conservative (34 percent) to describe themselves; while 28 pétGepercent

University of Texas at Austin, AR 9287, Box 79 of 92.
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very liberal, and 18 percent fairly liberal) would be classified as liberals, and 22
percent chose a middid-the-road label.

In the Louis, Bowles and Grace Survey of April 1972, 43 percent of the
voters classified themselves as conservati2B8gpercent as liberals, and 34
percent as middief-theroad. Thus, the change from the initial survey indicates

a slight drift to the right, but it is ob

conservative oné&

In October 1973, Vice President 8pAgnew resigned following charges of
bribery and financial impropriety. Seeing an opportunity to rescue his faltering plans for
a New Majority, Nixon hoped to appoint Connally as his new vice president and solidify
him as heir apparent to the presidenéjowever, Nixon found little support for Connally
in Congress, with both Democrats and Republicans opposing his nomination. Many
Democrats remained angry at Connally for switching parties and refused to reward him
with confirmation. Several Republicaggestioned the merits of placing a recent GOP
convert one heartbeat away from the presidency. Even if Connally somehow managed to
win confirmation as vice president, the process would be drawn out and politically
damaging for the White House. Alreadyserious trouble due to Watergate, Nixon
reluctantly chose Gerald Ford of Michigan, the welipected House minority leader, as
his new vice president, instead of Connally, who remained too polarizing natithally.

The Watergate scandal continuedtodagne Ni xonds quest for

American politics. On October 20, 1973,

224 A Survey of the FekiasioaAuGusmate73,
Jr., Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of
Texas at Austin, AR 9287, Box 79 of 92.

233ames Reston, Jihe Lone Stard57-60; John Connal, n Hi st ory6s
282-83; andHarry S. DentThe Prodigal South Returns to Pow27980.
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Massacre, 0 Attorney Gener al Elli ot Richardso
Ruckelshaus both resigned, refusing toobey Noxen or der t o fire Waterg
prosecutor Archibald Cox. Ulti mately Solici
command to remove Cox from his position. The Saturday Night Massacre outraged most
Americans and sever el y Theldomstog Rodtepblieck ond6s cr edi
ATexas congressmen are stildl digging out fro
letters from their constituents, the majority of whom wanted President Nixon impeached

for his firing of special prosecutor Archibald Cox dnd initial refusal to obey court

orders to release the Watergate tape recordi
the messages he received favored impeachment. Tower explained that once he agreed to
release the tapes, sentiment toward Nixon reethP to 1 for removal from office, down

from 10 to 1 initially. Texas members of the House of Representatives reported similar

anttNi xon correspondence. A congressional aid
polarization of views. Alotoftheleter s wer e vi ol ent . But | don
kind of organized lettewriting campaign. These letters, in a lot of cases, were coming

from people who had never ?vGedrge Busmsertetiasi r cong
chairman of the Republican hNanal Committee from January 19B&ptember 1974,

throughout the Watergate crisis. Bush had the unenviable tasks of defending Nixon while

personally unsure of the presidentds i nnocen

24Houston PostOctober 28, 1973, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 19®B,
Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, AGC 93
188, Box 62.
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during the worst political crisis its history. He too received numerous letters and

messages decrying Nixon and Waterdate.

Bent senbés Rising Star
As the Republican Party wall owed through
Democratic senator captured the attention of political observeosra and in
Washington. A September 19¥W&ashingtonPosir t i cl e di scussed LIl oyd
growing c¢clout in the Ca ppoken, lhardvorkiBdyar acteri zin
persuasive, extremely well organized and systematic and known as atfuitmgh

man, 0 the newspaper noted that Democratic ope

as a rising political star. A veteran Senat
Democratic senator to come into the Senate i
Democratic | eader similarly atersmsenatoeinithe A Heds t
Senatd wi t hout question. 0 Senate Minority Lead
Pennsyl vania, noted: fAHeds a heavyweight. F
carriess he ball intelligently and aggressively.

have to W aghikgton Postxplaieed that Bentsen possessed adroit skills,
pursuing fAfa moderate political stance in whi

ecoromic programs and ertiewar legislation, while looking after the oil interests of

25For a firsthand account of this tumultuous time, Geerge H. W. BushAll the
Best, George Bush: My Life in Letters and other Writiimsw~ York: Scribner, 1999),
16597.
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his native state. o Pundits often mentioned
candidate in 1976, which Bentsen and his supporters welctimed.

During 1973 and 1974, ipreparation for a possible presidential run, Bentsen
gave several speeches addressing the nationo
characterized the executive branch and its c
presidency has deviated considdyarom the original intent. It has become more
remote, more exalted, more powerful. And it has become more distrusted, at home and
a b r o*awlhiletsspeaking at Texas Christian University the same month, Bentsen
contemplated the negative attitude towgodernment permeating society as a result of
t he Watergate scandal . He argued that the 0
typical of Amer i can pDerhacratic,arRepublicantandun st ead we
American. 0 Bent slkenni tnead nStaaitneesd rtehgauti rtehde na (¢
nationali smd and Americans should focus on t
nomencl atur e. He extolled Athe inner streng
renewal . Bent senpasl ictoimmelntiseaddrusad radreader n

cynicism amongst Americans weary from years of turmoil and scandal at home and

violence and war abroad. Democrats such as Bentsen especially hoped that they could

26vashington PosSeptember 27, 1973, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers-1921
1998, Doph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin,
AR 93162, Box 2 of 2; andustin AmericarStatesmanApril 7, 1974, Lloyd M.
Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The
University of Texas af\ustin, ACC 93188, Box 62.

21Dallas Times HeraldApril 9, 1974, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 19298,
Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, AGC 93
188, Box 62.
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turn public dissatisfaction with Nixon and Wagate into a recapture of the White House

in 197628

Ni xondbs Resignation

Ni xonbés credibility crumbled throughout 1
Supreme Court unanimously ordered the president to provide all his secret recordings to
the House Judiary Committee for its impeachment investigation, and the tapes showed
that Nixon clearly had been involved in the Watergate caperSeveral Texans played
prominent roles in the impeachment process. Houston lawyer Leon Jaworski replaced
Archibald Cox adVatergate special prosecutor and Representative Jack Brooks of
Beaumont, a key member of the House Judiciary committee, drafted articles of
impeachment against Nixon. Representative Barbara Jordan of Houston, the first African
American woman elected tbeé House from the South, gave an impassioned address
before the House Judiciary Committee advocat
from citizens across the country for its persuasiveffesfoyd Bentsen delivered a

nationwide speech forDemocratsaa c ki ng t he presi dentds econo

28Dallas Times HeraldApril 22, 1974, Lloyd M. Betsen, Jr., Papers, 1921
1998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin,
ACC 93188, Box 62.

28arbara Jordan, fThe Constitutional Basi
Judiciary Committee | mpeachment Hearings, Wa
Sherman, edBarbara Jordan: Speaking the Truth with Eloquent Thuridestin:
University of Texas Press, 2007),-23.
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policies that also received widespread acclaim. By the summer of 1974, most Texans,

like a majority of Americang, favored Nixoné
John Tower remained a staunch defender of Nixon thatighe Watergate

scandal . However, upon the release of the 0

implication in Watergate, Tower recognized Nixon could not escape removal from office.

Tower reflected: AROne of t hotmysaabrdcenetataand mo s
Republican Policy Committee lunch when Barry
[ Ni xon] has | ied 3 OnAwmgst9, D974, Nixoreresigredthe t i me! 6 0

office of president of the United States, his dreams of building goétical majority
shattered and his own career ruined like no politician before or since.

Gerald Ford became president under these tumultuous circumstances, but lost
much of his political goodwill when he issued a full pardon to Nixon for his Watergate
misdeeds. Ford hoped the pardon would remove the trauma of Watergate from the
national consciousness, but many Americans criticized him for saving the disgraced
Nixon from a public trial while other former White House aides served prison time.
Because ofhe Watergate scandal and Nixon pardon, Democrats dominated the 1974
midterm elections, picking up four Senate and foiitye House seats to increase their
strong majority in Congress. Democrats similarly swept state offices in Texas. Due to

changes inthe state constitution, 1974 marked the first time elected candidates for

30Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192298, Dolph Briscoe Center for American
History, The University of Texas at Austin, ACC 326-81, Box 2.

3130hn G. TowerConsequence34-75.
218



statewide office would serve foyear, rather than twgear, terms in Texas. After again

defeating Frances Farenthold in the Democratic gubernatorial primary, Briscoe handily
beatRepublican Jim Granberry (a former mayor of Lubbock) and Raza Unida nominee
Ramsey MuRiz in the gener al election to win
Hobby similarly coasted to reelection as lieutenant governor.

Yet even with a chance to expresspteasure with Watergate by voting against
Republicans, Americans retained a cynical view toward their elected officials, regardless
of party, after the midterms. The turmoil of the Johnson and Nixon years left many
Americans disillusioned with the natial state of affairs. In early 1975, Bentsen
discussed the negative mood plaguing the country before the Port Arthur Chamber of
Commerce:

It seems to me that the most urgent work that faces us today as a nation is
what | call the recovery of confidence...

Of course | mean economic confidence, for our economic troubles are
obvious and acute. But | mean much more: | mean the recovery of confidence in
ourselves; confidence in our political system; confidence in our own goodness
and decency as a peopland confidence in our credentials for world leadership.

What seems to me differéntand disturbing about the present moment
is the note of pessimism and fear that | detect. We seem not so full of belief in
ourselves as we once were; not so heedledargjer and difficulty and not so
eager to roll up our sleeves and go to work. . . .

At the present moment we need the lift in morale that can come only from
getting on with the job. We need to recapture our sense of being part of great and
worthwhile effats that affect the whole world. We need to restore the confidence
of the American people in themselves, as well as their institutions of
government?

32News Release, JanuaryI®75, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 19908,
Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, AR 93
162, Box 2 of 2.
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La Raza Unida and the Chicano Movement

During the 1960s and 1970s, Mexican Americans organized iespragainst
discrimination in Texas, influenced by the larger civil rights movement sweeping the
nation. Texas was a unique state, in that in addition to having an oppressed African
American community, it also consisted of an even larger Mexican Amedcan,
ATejano, 0 popul ation that too had experience
Americans in Texas had formed groups that worked with the Anglo establishment to aid
their communities and promote equal rights, such as the League of United Latin
AmericanCitizens (LULAC) in 1929 and the G.I. Forum in 19%8By the late 1960s
and early 1970s, however, a younger generation of Tejanos, influenced by black
nationalism and separatist groups across the country, questioned the notion of
accommodation promoted by older Mexican American civil rights leaders. mhsad
|l ooked toward the AChicano Movement, 06 which
community engagement, and celebration of His
La Raza Unida Party (RUP) served as the home for Chicano activism, achieving

impressie results and transforming politics in the Lone Star State.

33see David Montejandnglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836
1986(Austin: University of Texa®ress, 1987 Emilio Zamora,The World of the
Mexican Worker in Texg€ollege Station: Texas A&M University Press, 13%milio
Zamora,Claiming Rights and Righting Wrongs in Texas: Mexican Workers and Job
Politics During World War I(College Station: &€xas A&M University Press, 2009
Neil Foley,The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas Cotton
Culture (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992ndAr no | d o Megcarl e - n,
Americans in Texas: A Brief Histqr'? ed.(Wheeling, lll.: Harlan Davidson, 1999
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In the early 1960s, the small town of Crystal Clocated in the Winter Garden
area of South Texabgcame the focal point for Tejano militancihreefourths of
Cryst al Ci t y dvere Mexicar) Aimerican sanddneat livesd in poverty. The
townds white minority forcefully maintained
In the spring of 1963, five Mexican American candidates shocked the entire state by
winning the town council eléions in Crystal City. Aided by the Political Association of
Spanisss peaki ng Organizations (PASO) and the te
Candidatoso foreshadowed growing Mexican Ame
state, and the rest of the nation. Lavwoe Goodwyn of th&@exas Observerommented
foll owing the election of fALos Cincoo: @AOne
tragedy of a town in which decent people are diminished by feelings they cannot
suppress, and the fact that in South Texasydhguard of a million Mexicanos has
begun to make their voices*heard, as a cry,
Al t hough whites recaptured the city counc
Mexican Americans in Crystal City and throughout Texas continued toflabequality
throughout the sixties, inspired by the national civil rights movement. As previously
discussed, during the summer of 1966 a group of protestors marched from the Rio
Grande Valley to Austin to raise awareness of the plight of migrant warkersal
South Texas. When John Connally, Ben Barnes, and Waggoner Carr callously attempted

to thwart the march by meeting the group in New Braunfels, this public relations disaster

34 avr ence Goodwyn, 0 L besas ChservedprilC8al96Bj dat os , ¢
in Char Miller, ed.Fifty Years of the Texas Obsery8an Antonio, Tex.: finity
University Press, 2004), 168.
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for Texas Democrats only encouraged Mexican Americans to look towarrdpoliieal
parties for leadership. In 1967, five young activists founded the Mexican American
Youth Organization (MAYO) in San Antonio, and chapters spread across the state.
MAYO advocated economic empowerment, local educational control, and an amd to |
enforcement harassment in the Hispanic community. MAYO especially appealed to
younger Tejanos, who extolled Chicano nationalism through adopting indigenous
methods of dress, decoration, and art that highlighted a distinct ethnic identity. As
MAYO grew, many members began calling for a separate Chicano political®party.
Crystal City again became the center of Mexican American protest during the late
1960s and early 1970s, as the birthplace of such a political parBecember 1969,
angered by policie designed to ensure the selection of a white homecoming queen,
Hispanic studentatCr y st a l City Hiwgh lbbaohpobtkesganhat |
month before school officials relented to th
ofCrystalG ty and one of the five founders of MAY
parents strategize during the course of the
had returned to his hometown upon earning a graduate degree in political science,
determinedo labor for equal rights for Mexican AmericaltisF ol | owi ng t he succ

t he wal kout, in January 1970 at Campestre Ha

35For more information oMAYO, see Armando Navarrdjexican American
Youth Organization: AvarBarde of the Chicano Movement in Tekaastin: University
of Texas Press, 1995

36seel 0 s ® A n g e The Making oRar Chiearo, Militant; Lessons from
Cristal (Madison:University of Wisconsin Press, 1998
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supporters formed a new Chicano political pa
At heedJnRPaeopl e. O

La Raza Unida grew rapidly during the ens
much of their energy toward the new party.
RUP in Crystal City, and by the spring of 1971, the party captured everyrsta city
council and school board. Raza Unida elected officials pursued federal dollars for city
improvements and established a free lunch program, bilingual education, and Chicano
history courses in the local schools. Encouraged by success in Qipgt&UP leaders
sought to expand the partyodés influence. Wi t
local elections in nearby Carrizo Springs, Cotulla, Pearsall, and Eagle Pass. The party
also achieved victories in cities further away, such as Kilgs®bbstown, and San
Marcos, illustrating its growing strength in Texas politics. As the 1972 elections
approached, La Raza Unida decided to run a slate of statewide candidates for office. The
party nominated Rams e yediateBdwyer anchadrBirdsyrdtoor Uni v e
with the Waco Model Cities program, for governor, and Alma Canales, a farm worker
and former journalism student at Pan American University, for lieutenant governor.
Young and attractive, MuRi z mod Cheapastyéspr
commi t ment to youth and womends empower ment .

away from the Democratic Party and made Bri s

Republican opponent narrow. La Raza Uni daos
and in the fall/l of 1972, the party held its
el ected Guti®rrez national chairperson. The
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the forefront, emerged as a critical aspect of political life in the southlvasg the

1970s%’

The ERA Controversy and the Rise of the Culture Wars

In 1972, the United States Congress overwhelmingly passed the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA) and submitted it to the states for ratification to the Constitution.
Designed to ensure eglity for women, the Equal Rights Amendment prohibited gender
discrimination and initially won widespread acclaim. The legislatures of Texas and
twenty-nine other states approved the ERA in 1973. By thel@iDs, however,
reaching the necessary thifeeirths of states needed for ratification became difficult, and
many Americans began questioning the merits of the ERA, even in those states which
already had voted on the measure. A backlash against the feminist movement led by
Phyllis Schlafly, a house#@ and longtime conservative activist, threatened the potential

ratification of the ERA. Schlafly and her supporters argued that the ERA represented a

37For more information on La Raza Unida Party, see John S. ShoGkiiggno
Revolt in a Texas TowiNotre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, )9¥ghacio M.
Garcia,United We Win: The Rise and Fall of La Raza @rfRarty (Tucson: University
of Arizona Mexican American Studies and Research Center);1Q88ando Navarro,
The Cristal Experiment: A Chicano Struggle for Community Colaldison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 199&rmando Navarrol.a Raza Unida Pdy: A
ChicanoChallenge to the U.S. Tw®arty Dictatorship(Philadelphia: Temple University
Press, 2000 and David MontejandQu i x ot e6s Sol di ers: A Local H
Movement, 1964981 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2010
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feminist plot designed to undermine families, create a gemelg@ral society, and further
damage the mal fabric of an already troubled United Stat®s.

Many Texans paid notice to the warnings of #fRA advocates. A Farmers
Branch lady argued that women already enjoyed equal pay protection and pleaded with
the Texas gover nor : rdbl€ $ide effectsahateoult come almoatn y
from this Amendmerd a few are: loss of privacy in public restrooms, hospitals,
dormitories, and public school s.
sons left to raise their children. | do nant my daughters to be drafted and sent into
¢ 0 mb33 $eveoal individuals employed religious imagery in their opposition to the
proposed amendment . A Carroll ton woman
enough without voting trash such as thi® our constitution. | feel this amendment
denies me my rights as a woman and a Christian, and | have no desire to bring my child

up in a unisex society. If God had meant for us to be the same, he would have made us

the same. 0 A srcohno oD a |l ahdammitn iwsrtortaet oBrr ifs c o0 e :

sounds like a good piece of legislation, but | am afraid that it will lead to further

38SeeDonald T.Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism: A

Wo man 6 s (Brinecetora Rriaceton University Press, 2005

3Mrs. Dwight D. Housewright to Governor Dolph Briscoe, February 20, 1975,
Dolph Briscoe Papers, 192010, Dolph Briscoe Center fé&merican History, The
University of Texas at AustjrBox 563.
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deterioration of the home as the basic unit of our society, and will undermine the role of
the father as head of the houskeh In my opinion, thisisne@hr i % i an. 0

Opponents of the ERA often linked their criticism to other controversial issues of
the ficulture warso raging in the country, in
courts, feminism, abortion, and homgsality. The same Carrollton woman worried that
Aithe ERA completely breaks down the family u
governor: filt seems the | awmakers and courts
the minorities and welfare majoritidseir rights, that they forget they are taking away the
rights of the middle class, hawdorking, taxpaying citizens, whose taxes keep the
wel fare majority in beer and cigarettes. o A
the most decadent piecesl@gislation in our history in trying to legalize homosexualism
[sid and | ésbianism. o

Taxes and welfare programs remained controversial in the 1970s, and many
Texans perceived the Democratic Party as hol
allegedly reckless fiscal policies. In 1975 a Houston man mailed Lloyd Bentsen an
editorialdecryn g f eder al spending on food stamp procg

enclosed editorial on the latest government-giwey at the expense of the middle class

40Mrs. Shirley Potter to Governor Dolph Briscoe, February 20, 19@Hh
Briscoe Papers, 1932010, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University
of Texas at AustinBox 563; and Ms. John A. Shewbert to Governor Dolph Briscoe,
March 7, 1975, Ibid.

41Mrs. Shirley Potter to Governor Dolph Briscoe, February 20, 108fh
Briscoe Papers, 1932010, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University
of Texas at AustinBox 563;and Dr. Lee Y. Martin to Governor Dolph Briscoe,
February 21, 1975, Ibid.
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taxpayers is gross financial recklessness. Does this represent the thinking of Democratic

intelligenceor is it a case of a bureaucracy gone berserk? Many more programs like this

and the U.S. wi | | be bankrupt, financiall vy,
the Texan warned his senator: APerhaps Georg
brainkess liberaldy o o d® As Gar |l and | i kewi se woman compl a

exception, the food stamp recipients | have observed buy large quantities of soft drinks,

snack foods (chips, pretzels, etc.), pastrie
She called for stricter nutritional requirements for food stamp purchages Austin

man injected race into the argument and si mi
Majorityo that wildl remain silento6years| onger .
old and am tired of paying people who are capable of working not to work. If you

gentl emen in the Congress would wake up youdo
being concerned about their particular desires you have estranged the griviapros

who pay the bills f6r such giveaway progr ams

42Angus F. Mitchell to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, August 28, 1975, Lloyd M.
Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The
University of Texas at AustiRCC 32977-323, Box 49.

43Terry A. Smith to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, June 25, 1975, Lloyd M. Bentsen,
Jr., Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of
Texas at Austin, ACC 3297-323, Box 49.

44R0bert A. Pitts to Senatbloyd Bentsen, December 1, 1975, Lloyd M.
Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 192298, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The
University of Texas at Austin, ACC 32Z857-323, Box 49.
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Religious Americans experienced divisions over the culture wars of the 1970s,
especially with issues relating to abortion, feminism, homosexuality, and the place of
religion in public life. Disunityparticularly plagued the Southern Baptist Convention, the
largest Protestant denomination in Texas and the South, as conservative members
increasingly | amented the groupds moderati on
Since the S092rdimyenEngGe w Yitalgrehibiting prayer in public
schools, many Christian conservatives had sought a constitutional amendment protecting
what they viewed as a cherished right of religious expression. Bentsen supported such an
amendment, and hadade it an issue in his campaign against Ralph Yarborough. In the
fall of 1971, however, the House of Representatives defeated a change to the U.S.
Constitution that would allow prayer in public schools. The Southern Baptist Convention
and the Baptist €&neral Convention of Texas, controlled by moderates during the early
1970s, went on record against the proposed amendment, believing it would violate the
separation of church and state, a historic Baptist doctrine. This outraged many
conservative Baptistend contributed to a sense of unease within the denomination, as its

different wings wrestled for control of the Southern Baptist Convefition.

45James M. Dunn to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, November 1, 1971, Lloyd M.
Bentsen, Jr Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The
University of Texas at Austin, ACC 32%-81, Box 32; Senator Lloyd Bentsen to James
M. Dunn, November 15, 1971, Ibid.; and Phil Strickland to Senator Lloyd Bentsen,
December 15, 1971, itth See also, Barry Hankingneasy in Babylon: Southern Baptist
Conservatives and American Cultyfeuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2002
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Turmoil in midSeventies Texas Politics

As Texans wrestled with the ERA and culture wars, several dramattriesa
grabbed the attenti on o ftseverties. IsJulpi9OPipust pol it i cC
days before Nixonds resignation, a Washingto
on charges of bribery and obstruction of justice. Jake Jacobsexasldeyer and
former LBJ aide besieged by bankruptcy and his own legal problems, alleged that he had
given Connally 10,000 dollars in bribes from Associated Milk Producers, Incorporated
(AMPI), to influence milk prices during his time as treasury segrethr the context of
the Watergate scandal, when so many Nixon administration officials faced prison time,
Jacobsends claims seemed plausi bl e. Connall
legal defense team in the country, not only to win acquittatidosalvage his political
career . Connallydéds chief defense | awyer bri
snitch attempting to save his own skin and called in astatlcast of character witnesses
who defended the former Texas governor, includiady Bird Johnson, Robert
McNamara, Dean Rusk, Billy Graham, and Barbara Jordan. Most Texans remained
steadfast in their support of Connally and viewed the ordeal as an attack on one of their
own by liberal Washington bureaucrats. A dark joke makingdteds in Texas held
that Connally must be innocent, as 10,000 dollars was too little an amount needed to
bribe the former governor. Upon his acquittal of all charges in April 1975, Connally

received a herobds wel c o medingovatibnbsforetlzet i ve st at
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Texas Legislature. The national perception of Connally, who still harbored ambition for
the presidency, remained in question, howé¥er.

The failure of Texas to ratify a new state constitution during the fall of 1975 also
garnered badlines and divided Democrats. For years reformers had hoped to modernize
Texasod0s constitution, a-Reoonstuetione@mthat doc ument
provided a weak state government and frequently required amending to meet the needs of
a booming twatieth-century state. Following an earlier effort during the summer of
1974 that just missed the required number of delegate votes, Texas lawmakers submitted
for voterso6 consideration eight propositions
provisiors for annual sessions of the Legislature and reorganization of the state judiciary
proved most controversial. Although many prominent state officials, such as Bill Hobby,

House Speaker Billy Clayton, and Attorney General John Hill supported the prapgsitio
Briscoe announced his opposition to the new constitution, arguing it would create a larger
government and interfere with the private sector. He especially criticized its provision

for annual sessions of the legislature, and urged Texans to rejgghalpropositions on

the November 4 ballot. Texans responded accordingly, defeating each proposal and
thereby preventing the creation of a new state constitution. While Briscoe and his

conservative supporters prevailed in thwarting what they percesvad annecessary

46ror more information on the Connally trial, skemes Reston, Jihe Lone
Star, 461-543.
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expansion of government, the governoro6s voca
decreased his popularity in the stéte.

By the mid1970s, multiple problems, both external and internal, troubled the
Raza Unida Party. In addition to theityal opposition from the white political
establishment in Texas, the RUP experienced significant antagonism from Congressman
Henry B. Gonzalez of San Antonio, the statedo

Gonzalez fervently expressed his displease  wi t h t he group and char

members as raci al extremists. Jos® Angel Gu
threatened by the rise of La Raza Unida: fiHe
incipient Mexican American leadership ireth bud . 0 He contended: #ADu

MAYO, Gonzalez took it upon himself to attack and vilify those of us involved. From

the floor of Congress, he openly denounced M
mongers in the tradition of the racistU.8.sat or f r om Mi9s4s6i)s shiyp pih e( 1 ¢
name of ThéGdoral Bzl bpposed school wal kout s,
ot her efforts of the RazaiHEemmirdya BParntayde 1iQu tsi

the gringo racist to be against use was their couch to sit on. If Henry B. was against

47Dolph BriscoePapers, 1932010, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History,
The University of Texas at AustiBox 563; Dolph Briscod)olph Briscoe: My Life in
Texas Ranching and Politics, As told to Don Carldinstin: Center for American
History, University of Teas, 2008 23235, 24244; andBill Hobby, How Things Really
Work: Lessons from a Life in Politi¢dustin: Dolph Briscoe Center for American
History, The University of Texas at Austin, 20103;76.
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us, so were they. Now the gringo racists did not have to be overtly racist; they could
simply state that they w®re supporting Henry
The Raza Unida Party further suffered from disunitwi t hi n i ts own r an
Guti ® rez himself became increasingly contro
|l eaders such as Rodol fo ACorkyo Gonzales of
organization. Back home in Crystal City, a local faction withiet RUP cr i ti ci zed
Guti ® rez as dictatorial and | abored to unde
di vided on t hpeubneirciitzse do ft rai pwetldken by Guti ®r
study the countryos pr ogfaranimg Taxas ndwspapers h car e,
and Anglo politicians vocally denounced the
bordering on treason. Perhaps most damaging was the arrest and conviction of Ramsey
MuRi z, the partyos f or rogtraffidkioginel®76.aTheo r i a | nomi
downfall of MuRiz, arguably its most popul ar
for the party?®
The Raza Unida Party worried many white Texans. John Lott, the mayor of
Lytle, wrote his congressman, Abraham Kazenalemocrat from Laredo, to express
his anxiety about the financial management capabilities of certain municipalities. He
especially criticized the Raza Unida | eaders
of Crystal City has stated in the paperttie city is broke and arsif] looking to the

Federal Government or the State Government or the Red Cross to help. They are broke

48 0s® An g e TheMakingiof@ Chicaro Militant83-84, 117.

49Armando Navarrol.a Raza Unida Party49, 7075, 9798.
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because of fiscal irresponsibility and in spite of the millions of dollars the Federal

Government has poured in thes&] support [of] a communist block which is against

our country and everything we stand for. o F

Government does help out Crystal City, there

Lott continued: i Tdtesarevgetting very upsenwith theefiscalni t ed S

irresponsibility of the Federal Government. At the rate it is going, it will soon be in the

same condition as New>*York City and Crystal
Jim Hightower of th&exas Observeeflected upon the contempoyastate ofthe

Raza Unid&arty He argued that despite divisions and attacks from establishment Texas

politicians,the RUPpersisted, albeit it under great pressures. As had been the case

throughout i1its existence, ivihimte partyloers been a

strategy; whether to campaign in statewide elections or to develop power in regional

enclaves using that power to demonstrate the virtue of governmeat®gzaand

expanding from there. o A c c cormeriposiiontvan Hi ght ow

control of the party at its recent state convention, and therdéfeRUPlooked toward

the 1978 state elections as its next major challenge. The party also had begun organizing

Mexican Americans in Texas cities, but this proved difficas besides the expensive

costs, fAurban Chicanos have not been shut ou

they were in rural South Texas, so there is less inclination to jump at the lure of a

Chicano party. o Hi g tiemptsabg prominent Texaeofficialsdot e d r e ¢

5030hn Lott to Representative Abraham Kazen, Jr., October 21, D6l
Briscoe Papers, 1932010, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The Universi
of Texas at AustinBox 563.
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undermine the organization. Attorney General John Hill and the Texas Rangers had

conducted a corruption investigation in Crystal City for much of 1975 and 1976,

seemingly intent on finding information with whichdcscredit the party. At the same

ti me, AGov. Dol ph Bri scoe hlaRazbUneagandwhi ppi ng
[Jos® ]Boge®®rasegzai ling them for O6establishing
their effort to develop a communiywned f ar m. 0 Hi ght ower noted
heavy dose of demagoguery, but again the impact of the publicity is to hang a hardcore

radicaltagohaRaza maki ng its organizirmrg job that mu

The 1976 Elections

The 1976 presidential election allowed voters the opportunity to select a chief
executive for the first time since the Watergate scandal. Feeling bullish about their
p a r thantes, a number of prominent Democrats entered the race, including
Washington Senator Henry Jackson, California Governor Jerry Brown, and Alabama
Governor George Wallace. Lloyd Bentsen also declared his candidacy, presenting
himself as a moderate. Aeftember 1975 articleiimed es cr i bed: f@ABentsen |
hug the middle of the road more closely than any other candidate. A wobble either to the
|l eft or the right makes him distinctly uneas

middle ofthepary , 6 he says. 6But | donbme have to

Syi m HightowerdKé@éps Ranm a KlebepGbsegeron , o
October 29, 1976n Char Miller, ed.Fifty Years of the Texas Obserya49-51.
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noted that Bentsen hoped to emerge as a compromise choice if the national convention
deadlocked?

However, Bentsen faced the first serious setback of his political career when his
presicential campaign foundered. He could not garner much excitement amongst
Democratic voters, many of whom wanted a candidate from outside Washington in the
postWatergate climate. Bentsen dropped out of the race in February 1976 following
poor showings intte Mississippi and Oklahoma primaries, states he believed he should
win. He faced additional problems when Phil Gramm, an economics professor at Texas
A&M University, challenged him in the Texas Democratic Senate primary. Gramm
portrayed himselfasmoceonser vati ve than Bentsen, and th
political views. He attacked Bentsen for supporting the renewal of the Voting Rights
Act, which had been amended to include more oversight of Texas in an effort to combat
discrimination towardMexican Americans. Gramm also claimed the senator had made
little progress in fighting against busing because he was more concerned about running
for president and did not want to offend more liberal voters.

Ultimately the power of incumbency and his ptaity across the state helped
Bentsen defeat Gramm in the primary. Yet Be

Grammbés negative attacks exposed vulnerabildi

52Time September 29, 1975, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers-1928,Dolph
Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, ARG23
Box 1 of 2.

53Dallas TimesHerald, October 20, 1975, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 1921
1998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas sttrAu
AR 93162, Box 1 of 2; an@allas Morning NewsSeptember 11, 1975, Ibid.
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The Congressional Quarterlyin its preview of the @76 Senate race in Texas, analyzed
Bentsends recent political endeavor s:

It has not been a good year for Bentsen. His national presidential
candidacy collapsed in February after a poor start in the caucuses, and his
favorite-son candidacy was embarrassethe May 1 Texas primary when he
won only six out of 98 delegates. Bentsen won renomination ki ma&rgin, but
his opponent received more than 400,000 votes and peppered Bentsen throughout
the campaign with charges that the incumbent had forsakenrservative
Texas heritage in an unsuccessful attempt to establish a national constituency.

Ironically, Bentsen, who had challenged Ralph Yarborough from the right in 1970, now

faced criticism from some conservatives. Nonetheles$;dngressional Qarterly

maintained that Bentsen held a lead over his general election opponent Alan Steelman, a
Republican congressman from Mesquite. Al t ho
moderate views on abortion and support of the Equal Rights Amendment made many

Texas Republicans wary of their Senate nomiee.

Texas became a crucial state in the 1976 Republican presidential primary.
FormerCalifornia Governor Ronald Reagan challenged President Gerald Ford for the
GOP nomination. Exuding charm and utilizing & fpr public speaking, Reagan,
previouslya Hollywoad actor,became very popular among Texas conservatives. He
attacked Ford as an irresponsible leader who failed to live up to conservative values.
James Baker of Houston, who worked in the Ford Whitesdpbelieved that Henry

Kissinger and the foreign policy of détente hurt the president in Texas. Baker recalled:

AReagan repeatedly accused the secretary of

S4Congressional QuarterlyOctober 9, 1976, Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers,
19211998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at
Austin, AR 906287, Bx 79 of 92.
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Soviet Union, of belS.ispastang todapisthe daylofasheé day o f
Soviet Union, 6 of O6giving away our own freed
not come from weakness or retreat. It comes from the restoration of American military
superiority. 60 AccobdiognsoaBaket,upTéexabkleF
one notorious Ford campaign mishap: Adlt al so
eat a tamale in San Antonio without first removing its dausk wrapped a

gastronomical gaffe that won headlines acrossthea®t HarryoDent discussed the

unpopularity of Ford in the South. He criticized his selection of Nelson Rockefeller, the

liberal governor of New York, for vice president. Many Texans had hoped the president

would choose George BushorJohnConmally hi s second in command.
willingness to give some Vietnam protestors amnesty became equally problematic. Such

actions were unpopular with conservative southerners, whom Ford needed to win both

the GOP nomination and the general electfon.

Fordhms el f recall ed: fATexas was basically c
Reagan | ine. It was al most i mpossible to de
Wallace, still popular among many conservatives, continued as a candidate in the
Democratic primary, evethough his chances of victory were slim. The Reagan

campaign urged Wallace supporters to vote instead in the GOP primary, and encouraged

S3James A. Baker Il Wor k Hard, Study . . . and Keer
Adventures and Lessons from an Unexpected Publi¢Nliliew Y or k : G. P. Put n:
Sons, 200§ 27-29.

56Harry S. DentThe Prodigal South Returns to PowBlew Yoik: JohnWiley
& Sons, 1978), 2-P7.
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Texas Democrats dissatisfied with the liberal drift of their national party to move toward

Republicans. One partilauly effective commercial featured a Texan who soberly

decl ared: #fl 6ve been a Democrat all my |I|ife.
hate to admit 1t, George Wallace cand6t be no
theissues. Soforthedit ti me in my I|ife I &d&m going to vo

|l &m going to vot’® for Ronald Reagan. o
Texas law allows voters to select their party on primary day, a marked difference
from many other statedn a record turnout, some 419,000 Texansdatehe 1976
Republican presidential primary, almost triple the amount who had voted in 1964 for
Goldwater. In a stunning rejection of a sitting president, Reagan wethirds of votes
cast, illustrating his tremendous appeal in the Lone Star State. #F6s | oss particu
damaged John Tower, who vocally had endorsed the president for reelection. Years later
Tower reflected: ATo tdrmasyofitlkesn DemmwasevhoT e x as Re
switched to the Republican Party for the primary and stay@dstihhave not forgiven
me f or s up ff @hetcdntesyforthe GQP.presidential nomination continued
all the way to the national convention later that summer in Kansas City, where Ford

narrowly triumphed over Reagan, much to the chagrin of manyoais/es.

S7Gerald R. FordA Time to Heal: The Autobiography of Gerald R. Fxéw
York: Harper & Row, 197§ 38081.

58John G. TowerConsequences: A Personal and Political Men(Bivston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1991), .5Bor moreon the 1976 GOP primary in Texas,
see also Sean P. Cunninghdémlf he 1976 GOP Pri mar y: For d, Re:
TransformedPolitical Campaigns in Texaskast Texas Historical Journdll (2003):
15-25.
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Over 1.5 million Texans participated in the 1976 Democratic primary. Many
conservative Democrats, anxious to support Reagan, voted in the Republican primary,
disqualifying them from participating in the state Democratic convention that summer
This strengthened | iberal Democratso politic
control of the state party machinery in 197@y the time of the Texas primary, former
Georgia Governor Jimmy Carter had separated himself from the crowdedffield
Democrats to become the partyds presumpti ve
Star State. A peanut farmer from rural Pl ai
unassuming demeanor appealed to many Ameri ca
againo Christian, and promised he would neve
statement in the wake of Watergéte.

Thus the 1976 presidential election pitted President Ford against Jimmy Carter.
Both candidates identified Texas as a cruelattoral state. To secure his support, Carter
promised Dolph Briscoe, as well as the governors of Oklahoma and Louisiana, that if
elected president, he would remove price controls and deregulate the natural gas industry.
Eager to obtain this economicriedit for Texas and see a Democrat back in the White

House, Briscoe campaigned extensively for Carter across thé'stuethermore, with

S9%or more detail, se@handler DavidsorRae and Class in Texas Politics
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994B097.

60Jimmy CarterWhite House DiaryNew York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
2010, 4.

61polph BriscoeDolph Briscoe 24649.
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great skill Texasods own Barbara Jordan del i v
National Convention in New Y&.5? However, Carter later committed a major blunder

in an interview withPlayboymagazine. In an attempt to discuss his religious views,

Carter admitted to the controversial magazin

 ust , 0 a s batcapused Christign cansefvdtiees and many women to reassess

his candidacy. Carter additionally asserted
frame of mind that Nixon or Johnsondid yi ng, <cheating, and di st ol
Many Texansdisled Carter 6s perceived insult toward

comments would hurt Carter in Texas and help him win the $tate.
Al t hough such missteps helped Ford cut in
postconvention polling lead, ultimatel@arter won a narrow election. The controversial
pardon of Nixon and a struggling economy proved too much for Ford to ovef¢ome.
Carter carried Texas with 51 percent of the
Bent sends st aéarterowed hiswgtory imthed one $tdr State tminority
voters. In a particularly telling development, the CaMendale ticket attracted
overwhel ming support among Texas minorities

600,000 Mexican Americanswhovdte ei ght out of ten voted fo

62SeeB a r b a r a DehmoaraticaNationaBonvention Keynote Addresslew
York, July12,1976 0 i n Ma x Ratbera Jordam324Ck d . |,

63Gerald R. FordA Time to Heal416417.

64Bruce J. Schulmam,he Seventies: The Great Shift in American Culture,
Society, and Politic€Cambridge, MassDa Capo Press, 2051, 12124,
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373,000 Bl acks who voted, nine out of ten vo
ten Anglos v%®ted for Carter.o
Bentsen himself won a strong reelection, with approximately 57 percent of the
vote. In April 1977, a Bentsen aide completed an analysis of the 1976 Senate race in
Texas. The report concluded that the race
before it began. At the end of July, Senator Bentsen held a commanding lead in the polls
and the Democrats had emerged from a unified convention with a highly popular
candidate for President. The Republicans in Texas were in disarray from a hotly divisive

primary in which Reagan had won decisively and they had nominated a Senate candidate

with no statewide political base. o Bent sen h
wi de base of support, whose ideology was tho
Furthermore, fdall factions of the Democratic

ad At he major effect of the Bentsen candidac
kept ticket splitting to a minimum. o0 Such u
previous elections, was critical for the Democratic victory in 1976. Moreover,dée ai

argued that Bentsenb6és presence on the ticket

651976 Texas General El ecti on: Summary of
Jr., Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of
Texas at Austin, ACC 9388, Box 62.
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contest. Bentsen appeared to have rebounded from his poor showing in the presidential

primary earlier that yeaf.

Thus by the end of 1976, the Democratic Pheg recaptured the White House,
and had retained its strong majorities in Congress as well as dominance over Texas
politics. The country faced many issues pertaining to the economy, culture wars, and
foreign policy, and divisions persisted betweenthépat® s conservative and
underneath the glory of electoral victory. How Jimmy Carter and other Democratic
leaders responded to such challenges would be critical for the future success of the party,

both in Texas and nationally.

66 The 1976 Skexaaxe @®acreviienw, 06 April 1, 197
Jr., Papers, 1921998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of
Texas at Austin, ACC 9388, Box 62.
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CHAPTER 7

AWedbve Finally Come of Age i n St

Booming Texas, Democratic Struggles, and Republican Triumph, 1977
1984

TexasoOs pat h -patyshae caodio evegtuabRegublican
dominance, accelerated durifgetlate 1970s and early 1980s. During these years, new

immigrants came to the state in search of economic opportunity and a better quality of

|l ife, contributing to Texasbs increasing urhb
new Texans broughtRepd i can | oyalties with them, and h
hi storic ties to Democrats. Even more cruci

President Carter and the Democratic Party st
domestic and internatiohparoblems. Their perceived weaknesses and leftward drift

opened the door for Republicans to contend for political supremacy, at both the state and

national levels. More than any other individual, Ronald Reagan convinced voters that his

brand of consertsm for the Republican Party best represented the aspirations of Texans

and Americans during the 1980s.
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Texas, the Sun Belt, and Demographics in the 1970s
Texasods economy and demographiwWokl changed
War Il national economic boom. Like other Sun Belt states, Texas received massive
federal funding for investments in defense and technology, especially in the 1950s and

1960s, in nemall part because of the influence of native sons like Lyndon Johnson and

Sam Rayburn. John Connally ¢l aimed that as
Sunbelt boom, and I knew Texas wasnot ready
tookanactv st approach while serving as the state

education initiatives, bureaucratic reforms, and a-@nmn water management plan. He
called for revising the state constitution, and especially promoted investment in higher
education Texas provided incentives for businesses across the United States to relocate
to the Lone Star Stafe.
High-paying jobs, a low tax rate, and warm weather brought millions of
Americans to Texas during these years. They primarily settled in the HoDstt&@s,
and San Antonio metropolitan areas, further increasing the urbanization of the state.
These new Texans both adopted and changed th

and ranching fortunes continued to possess great wealth, and mangustied it with

the excess most famously desclheiSoperd i n John E
Americans Yet by the 1970s Texasb6bs economy and
Journalist Wi lliam Broyles, Jr., reflected u

LjohnConnallyl n Hi st oryés Shado(ewYak: Ameri can O
Hyperion, 1993)22328.
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Arlington and Pasadena and became John Travolta. We were supposed to be country
folk, but we were instead an urban and suburban culture, with wtas$ medical
centers, universities, and NASA. We spent more time in shopping malls than on the
ranch. 6Texas Republicand no longer wa

Urbanization represented perhaps the mossequential development for the
historically rural state. In February 1967, Walter B. Moore, editor of &xas Almanac
wrote: AThat is the biggest thi ngdthishat
flocking to urban and suburban counties. I#s as 1940, rural Texans outnumbered city
residents. By 1960, the state was 75 percent urban. Now, the 22 urban areas alone
contain about thretourths of all Texans and many more are in cities outside that
classification. o

In 1971 Rollin King and Hd Kelleher founded Southwest Airlines, which
provided commuter flights between Texas cities. Southwest marketed its convenience
and attractive stewardesses to Texans, and eventually grew into a major national airline.
Catherine Chadwick ofexas Monthlylescribed the significance of this prosperous
enterprise: AWith every planeload that

Houston] and Love Field [in Dallas], Texas became more and more an urban state. The

S an

i s ha

Sout h

2Wi 1l li am Broyles, Jr., fAHowle@s$,®wrs See Us

Texas:150 Moments that Made Us the Way We Aexas Monthly Sesquicentennial
Col | ect o(Adssn: TExhs MontldyrPress, 198@849, 9899. See also John
Bainbridge, The SupeAmericangNew York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 196&nd
BryanBurrough The Big Rich: The Rise and Fall of the Greatest Texas Oil Fortunes
(NewYork: Penguin Books, 2009

3pallas Morning NewsFebuary 3, 1967, Office Files of Harry J. Middleton,
Box 48, LBJ Library.
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airline helped make possible the gth of new institutions like bank holding companies

and the diversification of countless small businesses. Equally as important, it reinforced

the Texands natural feeling that the whol e s
managed to shrink Texaswitha maki ng it seem smaller. o
Texasod0s | argest city, Houston, exploded i

1945 to 1,400,000 by 1975. Kirkpatrick Sale, a writer who studied the Sun Belt, or as he
termed it, the Sout her lasttRryyears ttheectylofaHoustdn i n 1 9 7
has become not only the oil capital of the country but also without question the energy
center of the worl d. o Sale argued that Hous
Sout hern Rim r egi oenycenterdiothe Sduthern Rem, thespluperiectt h e
mid-century metropolis, the fastegtowing city in the nation in population, employment,

and personal i ncome. 0 The author proposed t
business and wealth, attracting Hdrueds of corporations each decade. In 1962, in large

part because of LBJO0s influence, the federal
headquarters of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), ensuring

that Houston would be at the centeroédRri dent John F. Kennedyods
human being on the moon by the end of the decade. Furthermore, in 1969, Shell Oil

relocated its main offices from New York to Houston, and became the largest company in

4Cat herine Chadwick, AHot TPeaas,tOarTeXgseci al , O
110, 158.
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the oitrich Lone Star State. The city tber benefited from the presence of Rice
University, tourism, and professional sports tedms.

The growth of Texasod0s cities brought new
to the stateds citizens. Her al distod as fit he E
Astrodome opened in 1965 as the first indoor and@aditioned baseball stadium,
complete with artificial #AAstroturfo replaci
home for the stateds first MaijanedHoustangue Base
Astros, and later housed the Houston Oilers of the National Football League, suitably
termed to pay homage to the cityods major eco
Over Texas, an amusement park in Arlington that utilized Texas histoeptertainment
purposes, began its successful quest to become one of the most popular vacation
destinations for families. The next year businessman Gerald Hines created an elegant
multistory shopping center filled with upscale stores overlooking an i¢eghkank
called the Galleria, located in uptown Houston. In 1968, San Antonio held the
Hemi sFair, a widely att en'Wbatddaysandesmowcaseds cel ebr
growth. The Alamo City attracted its own professional sports franchiséowdtls k et bal | 6 s
San Antonio Spurs in 1973.

Texas became prominent on the national popular culture scene. The city of

Dal | as, reviled and bl amed for John F. Kenne

SKirkpatrick Sale Power Shift: The Rise of the Southern Rim and Its Challenge to
the Eastern Btablishmen{New York: Random House, 1938, 35, 5153.

6Paul Burka, edTexas, Our Texad14115, 119.
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renewed image in the 1970s as a result of its psfeal football team and a celebrated
television series bearing its name. The Dallas Cowboys won two Super Bowls, and with
iconic coach Tom Landry and talented players Roger Staubach and Tony Dorsett,
cheered on by beautiful cheerleaders, became knownfasmmer i cads Team. 0 Wi
famous silver helmets decorated by large blue stars, the Cowboys inspired fan loyalties
across the country. Even more popular, the di2aiks followed the turmoil of a
wealthy ranching and oil dynasty. Audiences tumedith record numbers to watch the
fictional Ewing family endure greed, lust, and betrayal at their South Fork Ranch.

The 1980 filmUrban Cowboye x pl or ed the theme of Texaso:
became a hit nationwide. John Travolta played a small town Veixamoved to the
Houston area to earn his fortune by working in an oil refinery. By night he chased
women and drank beer, danced to country musi
a real honky tonk in Pasadena. Aaron Latham, who vidian Cowbg, described the
significance of the mechanical bull for this
symbol for the plight of the urban cowboy, imprisoned in a mechanized world, a small
cog in a vast urban machine, trying to recapture the unreaghabl€ t . o

Austin, the state capital and most liberal city in Texas, experienced a cultural
awakening in the 1970s. Austin benefitted from the growth of theddsity of Texas

into a premierworld-class research university, the constant presence of stdieigns

Aaron Lat ham, iBr ave NelexasBeuaTexa$20 i n Paul
See al so Andrew C. Baker, AFrom Rur al South
Cowboy I dentity i n Souheestsrh ldisiodoal Qoafterfi® ust on, 0
(July2014: 1-22.
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and their controversies, and a vibrant nightlife filled with music. David Richards

recal |l ed: AThe ingredients for this moment w

radical/student movement had been around for a few years. The UT faculty had become

chock full of aggressive intellects. . . . Then the music scene began to explode. Willie

Nelson left Nashville, grew a beard, and fell right amidst the counterculture. Somehow it

became all right for the shit kickers and the freaks to listen to muiowrigetting into

fistfights. Eddie Wilson conceived of Armadillo World Headquarters and got it up and

running. . . . Everything was possible. o F

outlaw image was intimately associated with the Armadill®.opening somewhat

coincided with Wi llie Nelsonods -Nashviler n to Tex

movement | ed by Nelson, Waylon Jennings, and

Richards discussed the uni qutasaesbhared t hi s C

the |Iifestyles presented by the Armadill o an

attitude they personified hi% a responsive c
As Texas grew, its new residents often ad

necessarily its historic political ties to the Democratic Party. Two October 1979 articles

in the San Angelo and Corpus Christi newspapers analyzed this trend. Roughly one

million people moved to Texas from other states during the 1970s. These new Texans

tended to be younger, wdld ucat ed, and politically conseryv

growth and warm climate attractedch immigrants AnCalifornia, itself

8David RichardsOnce Upon a Time in Texa& Liberal in the Lone SteState
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 20027380.
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mobil e Americans, was Texasos No. N2 source
p e r ¢ dheyalsdiypically camefrom New York, lllinois, Ohio, Florida, and Georgia,

plus the states bordering Texas. The cities of the Lone Star State boomed as a result of

this migration. Austin pollster John Henson studied these demogragtscasid found

that Anew Texans quickly adopt Texasds O6col
eastern or northern ways. The newcomer

l i ke it where he came f rtbabmotedew Ta&xneweser t i cl e s
Republicans than Democrats. They brought their GOP loyalties from their home state

with them and contributed to a growing Republican Party in Téxas.

Carterds Energy Policy and Texas
Despite election victory in 1976, longstanglidivisions persisted within the
Democratic Party. Jimmy Carter recalled in his memoirs that upon going to Washington
in early 1977: fHAPress interviews and ot her
overwhelming Democratic majority in both Houses was bouato embrace me as a
long-awaited ally in the Executive Branch. Several of the top leaders thought they should
have been President, and the Demaocratic political campaigns of the last decade had

engendered splits in our party between the liberals amseceatives that would prove

9San Angelo Standay®ctober 21, 1979,loyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 1921
1998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin,
AR 90-287, Box 27 of 92; andCorpusChristi Caller-Times October 22, 1979bid. For
more on the Sun Belt and its significant impact on the United States during the 1970s, see
also Bruce J. Schulmaihe Seventies: The Great Shift in American Culture, Society, and
Politics (Cambridge, MassDa Capo Press, 200202117.
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i mpossible to heal. Neither group was confi
American voters had found Jimmy Carter appealing due to his outsider status and
apparent honesty. Ho we v eenana@@wonegitrwass el ect i o
generally doubted that | had a broad public mandate to carry out the programs | had
espoused. 0 The countryds complicated econon
policy challenges, woul d atnesthitsheanmew opr eadii d
governi®

Il n early Febrwuary 1977, Carter delivered
American people, dressed in a cardigan sweater, and promised to develop a
comprehensive national energy plan by later in the spring. 8iack¥973 embargo by
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), Americans had worried
about their countryds dependence on foreign
The new president determined to tackle this issue head one Mos&vr , Car t er 6s ene
policy became controversial, especially in Texas. During the campaign of 1976, Carter
had promised Dolph Briscoe and other conservative Democrats frgorodilicing states
that if elected he would deregulate the natural gas indugipgn entering the White
House, however, the president found this pledge difficult to keep. In April 1977, as his
administration developed energy legislation, Briscoe lobbied Carter to support
deregul ation of oil and nhéeunatigads | 8rgseso

producer and consumer, Texas has a keen interest in developing a National Energy Policy

10Jimmy CarterKeeping Faith: Memoirs of a PresidefMew York: Bantam
Books, 1982, 6869.
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that will encourage, not discourage, the pro

State of Texas maintains that the cornerstone ohatignal policy must be the free

market system and not government control. Governmental actions which are needed, as

in the area of environmental protection and-gmist law enforcement, should be applied

equally to all levels and types of industry atduld always stimulate, not discourage,

competition. o The Texas governor urged the

competition standards, or pride regulations?o
In April 1977, Carter released his plan and draraifideclared the quest for

sound energy policy fAthe moral equivalent of

an unfavorable response from across the political spectrum. Its sheer density, with 113

separate proposals related to tax credits for gaiarer and new fuel efficiency standards

perplexed most Americans. Carter called for a gradual deregulation of natural gas prices,

which angered conservatives who expected an immediate removal of price controls and

liberals who wanted none at all. Cardpent much political capital over the next two

years fighting for ultimate passage of the measure, which he himself later described as

indeed fiextremel-yeaomphgcahedtsbboben®arcial e
The Carter energy legislatioras deeply unpopular in Texas, largely due to new

petroleum taxes and its failure to deregulate natural gas immediately. Briscoe termed it

11Governor Dolph Briscoe to the President, April 14, 13¥%1ph Briscoe
Papers, 1932010, Dolph Briscoe Center for American HistoThe University of Texas
at Austin Box 656a.

12Jimmy CarterKeeping Faith 91-107; andBruce J. Schulmarhe Seventigs
125-28.
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Abasically unfair to Texas, o0 and felt betray
StateFederal RelationsfoFre x as descri bed: nACarterds propos
a very significant impact on Texas because it will extend government controls to the
intrastate market, that is, to gas produced
c ont i numtdrventionbpthesfederal bureaucracy into a market previously free of
controls has been criticized by Governor Briscoe as the first step toward federal
all ocation of Texas gas supplies. o Briscoe
far as Teas industry is concerned, as far as Texas jobs are concerned, and it is a
compl ete departure from the trust in our fre
energy advisory council calculated that Texas would pay 15 percent of the total energy
taxesin the Carter plan, amounting to 4.1 billion dollars, approximately 3 to 4 times more
per capita than other statés.

In a May 1977 newsletter, Briscoe evaluated current policy issues facing Texas.
He repeated his pledge that his administration wouldais¢ taxes in the state. The
governor again critigued the White House energy plan, arguing:

Some of the energy proposals advanced by the President would cripple the

Texas economy. The plan to extend federal control to intrastate gas would

compound a fedal failure, because federal regulation of interstate gas for the

past 22 years is one of the major causes of the energy crisis. | have called parts of

the Presidentds plan fia bureaucratos dr ea

federal interventin, regulation, and taxation rather than mechanism of the free

market system to bring us out of our energy problems and make us mere self
sufficient.

13%Washington Report, o Th&ed&alRelatonspf Texas
April 25, 1977, Dolph Briscoe Papefi€9322010, Dolph Briscoe Center for American
History, The University of Texas at Austin, Box 656a.
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Be assured | will continue to speak out against this plan. Our Texas
congressional delegation and otheledations from the producing states need our
firm support in changing those parts of
severely discriminate against the states which have been carrying the burden of
energy production f or gbeatedrtheirfairsHa®oés t i me

Disagreement over energy policy caused division within the Texas Democratic
Party, as conservatives supported Briscoe and liberals backed Carter. Both politicians

suffered politically and saw their approval ratings decreadeistate. Briscoe recalled

his great disappointment with Carter: #fAOnce

promise. |traveled throughout Texas . . . telling the voters that they could trust Jimmy
Carter to keep his promise to deregulate naturapgaduction. | walked out on a limb

only to haveé him cut it off.o

The IWY Conference and Countéonference
In November 1977, some 20,000 activists from across the United States met in
Houston to celebrate International Womenos
support for the Equal Rights Amendment, more opportunity in the workforce, and an
overall bette quality of life for women and children. Prominent national leaders such as
Lady Bird Johnson, Betty Ford, Rosalynn Carter, and Coretta Scott King attended.

Barbara Jordan delivered the keynote address. Ann Richards, who spoke on behalf of the

14Newsletter, May 3, 1977, Dolph Briscoe Papers, 18320, Dolph Briscoe
Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, Box 656a.

15Dolph Biiscoe,Dolph Briscoe: My Life in Texas Ranching and Politics, As told
to Don Carleton(Austin: Center for American History, University of Texas, 20@86
49.
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Equal Rghts Amendment at the conference, recalled her excitement at the gathering:
AWe were saying that our | ives would be impr
talking out loud and helping to solve the needs of older women, who are the poorest of
the poa; the problems of the singlgarent woman raising children; the awful problems
of poor and disadvantaged children themselves; the double stigma and difficulties of
mi nority women. This was International Wome
problemswe e universa% in the world. o

However, the IWY conference was not without controversy. Many conservatives
bal ked at the feministsd endorsement of the
organized a concurrent count®nference in Houston she calkech e -FiaPmiol vy Ral | y o
that received much conservative support. This meeting of antifeminists assailed the ERA
and hearkened women to return to their more traditional roles as wives, mothers, and
caretakers of the home. Schlafly declared the IWY arfalu and asserted: A HO
finish off the womendés movement-familypro wi | | s h
|l esbian petdple they are. o

Indeed, many TexarsharedSc h|l af |l yés di sgust with the I
woman from Dimmitt, who had jusert ur ned from the meeting fAout
first | ady Janey Briscoe, claiming to speak

women. 0O She declared: Al do not support ERA

16Ann RichardsStraight from the Heart: My Life in Politics and Other Places
(New York: Simonand Schuster, 198917477.

17Bruce J. Schulmarhe Seventied85-87.
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dollars being used for federal supt@al day care centers, abortion, and conventions such

as the one just held in Houston. Also, | object strongly to lesbians and homosexuals

being placed in positions of influence over
called for returningtopray¢ro publ i ¢ schools and asserted:
without God on its si dver.iott erheplcea ctlau dMrds .wi B

really hoped to see you and the Governor at the_LRedPro-Family] Rally in Houston
but at least | cald take pride in not seeing you at the IWY Convention and endorsing it.
Please take pride in your Christian heritage and stand with me against ERA and all that it
and | WYy sfands for.o
Dolph Briscoe likewise received numerous messages critical of gradtional
Womends Year Conference.-FamiytRally claimekts of t he o
speak for the majority of women and regretted that Texas had served as the location for
the IWY meeting. Onemagsr oduced petition | isstieEERAhe gro
federally funded day care centers, legalization of homosexuals and lesbians and
placement of homosexuals in position of influence over my children, federally funded
abortions, federally funded IWY conventions, and humanism and socialism replaeing t

democratic principles upon which America was

18uIrs. Becky Killingsworth to Mrs. Janey Briscoe, November 22, 1977, Dolph
Briscoe Papers, 1932010, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The University
of Texas at Austin, Bog56b.
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being denied bond, capital punishment, classification of child abuse as a capital offense,

and equal rights for womeW (i.e. equal pay)

The 1978 Eletions

The 1978 Texas gubernatori al el ection bec
political history, as a Republican won the g
Reconstruction. Congressional elections that year provided Texans an oppastunity t
express their strong displeasure with the Ca
the development of a truly twoarty state.

Briscoe, state Attorney General John Hill, and former Governor Preston Smith all
sought the Democratic Party nominatir governor. Briscoe and Hill had possessed an
uneasy working relationship for years, each
run for governor in 1968, and made no secret of his-heid desire for the office. A
trial lawyer, Hill presentetiimself as a liberal alternative to the more conservative
Briscoe, who had suffered declining popularity because of his opposition to the proposed
state constitution and tenuous relationship with Carter. Smith, although disgraced by the
Sharpstown scantnat ruined his governorship, characterized his candidacy as a
conservative alternative to Briscoe. The race became exceedingly bitter, particularly
bet ween Briscoe and Hill . The Hill campaign

and labeledmn a -nflodtcohi ngo governor, while the Briscc

19etition, November 23, 1977, Dolph Briscoe Papers, -P932, Dolph Briscoe
Center for American History, The University of Texas at Austin, Box 162.
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liberal for Texas and driven primarily by vain ambition. In the May primary, Hill
triumphed with 52.4 percent of the vote to E

percent. Many obseevs, including Briscoe himself, believed Texas voters felt

uncomfortable with the incumbent governoros
woul d have made him the | ongest serving chie
history?°

Assuming that ictory in the Democratic primary essentially meant that he had
won the governorship, Hill misjudged his general election opponent, William P.
ClementsJr. An oil billionaire from Dallas, Clements had served as a deputy secretary
of defense inthe Nixommad For d White Houses. Knowi ng the
plunging in Texas by the day, Clements linked Hill to the president at every opportunity
he had. In one of the more memorable moments of the campaign, as the two candidates
spoke at a dinner inrAarillo, Clements brought out a toy rubber chicken he named
Ji mmy Carter and vowed to hang fithis dead ch
voters loved the chicken gag, which received wide press coverage across the state. The
GOP nominee also bentfd from the endorsements of Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan, and
John Connally, who spoke on his behalf at rallies in Texas. The support of Ronald
Reagan, who retained immense popularity in Texas following the 1976 election,

particularly aided Clement8. Thedivisive Democratic primary also hurt Hill. Briscoe

20Dolph BriscoePolph Briscoe 25155.

21Kenneth BridgesTwilight of the Texas Democrats: The 1%3® ver nor 6 s Rac e
(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2D0H55-88.
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supporters deeply resented Hill 6s past attac
Democrats held little love for Hill, both politically and personally. Although most would
not use such language pighlly, some held the sentiments of the egelorful
Comptroller Bob Bullock, who had stated during the primary, to great media attention:
iTexas voters have a choice betw#een a proven
Clements actively encouraged fornigiscoe backers to support his conservative
candidacy.
The 1978 midterms in Texas represented a rebuke to the Carter presidency. In a
stunning upset, Clements narrowly defeated Hill by approximately 17,000 votes to give
the GOP the Texas governorshipfot he f i rst time in a hundred
with Carter and the acrimonious primary proved lethal to his candidacy. Many Texans
voted against Hill in a signal of displeasure with the White House, while a large segment
of Briscoe Democratssiml ar |y refused to support their p
John Tower again won reelection to the U.S. Senate, this time over Damocrat
Congressman Robert Krueger of New Braunfels in an extraordinarily vicious campaign.
Beyond highlighting their political differences, the two candidates regularly traded insults
about each otherds personal | i veasa, and Tower
Houston Press Club luncheon shortly before t

and Clementsds surging candidacy helped retu

22Brian McCall, The Power of the Texas Governor: Connally to Buslstin:
University of Texas Press, 20094.
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percentage poirff In two notableU.S.House races that illustrated the growstgength

of the GOP in Texas, physician Ron Paul defeated Congressman Robert Gammage, a
former member of the ADirty 30,0 for a Houst
of the longtime Republican, almost beat conservative Democrat Kent Hance in a

Parhandle district race. Nationally, Democrats lost three Senate and fifteen House seats,
although the party retained control of Congr
troubled economy, and the controversial Panama Canal treaties that had passed earl

the year proved liabilities for Democrafs.

Stagflation and Malaise

No domestic issue plagued Americans, and the political fortunes of Jimmy Carter,
more than the economy during the late 1970s. Throughout the decade, signs, such as the
1973 energyrisis, pointed to the end of the long p@gorld War Il economic boom that
had allowed the American middéass to prosper and presidents such as Lyndon
Johnson the opportunity to build a national safetyin the form of the welfare state.
DuringCat er 6s presidency, this period of econom
stagflation and a second energy crunch tormented the country. A new term for a
development that violated previous theories of economics, stagflation described the

soaring infldion rate combined with the simultaneously rising unemployment numbers

23John G. TowerConsequences: A Personal and Political Men(Bivston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1991), 2212

243immy CarterKeeping Faith 184-85.
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menacing the United States during the Carter
energy policies, and tensions in the Middle East caused another fuel crisis, with gas
shortages anlbng lines at service stations across the country. (Ironically, the presence
of oil in Texas helped the state weather much of the economic storm and continue its
growth. Texans remained concerned, however, that their state could not be insulated
fromthe nati onal crisis perpetually.) The Cart
these problems were futile and contributed to a growing belief across the country that the
president, however weihtentioned, was in over his he&u.

By the summer of479,facing low approval rating&arter knew that drastic
measures must be taken to save his presidency. The country was in a depressed mood, its
trust in government shaken by the tragedy of the Vietnam War and sordidness of
Watergate, and its hope fdret future besieged by anxiety over the economy and divisive
social i ssues. Carter retreated to Camp Dav
prepare a major address. He welcomed over a hundred political, social, and business
leaders and sought th@pinions and inputs. On July 15, 1979, the president spoke to the
nation from the White House and delivered wh
Speech. 0o Carter argued that despite his bel
in the twoffilxd wlhattdés wrong with America, 06 and
fundamental threat to American democracy. o
invisible in ordinary ways. It is a crisis of confidence. Itis a crisis that strikes at the very

heart and sd and spirit of our national will. We can see this crisis in the growing doubt

25Bruce J. Schulmahe Seventied2931, 140.
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about the meaning of our own lives and in the loss of a unity of purpose for our Nation.

The erosion of our confidence in the future is threatening to destroy the sodiaéand

political fabric of America. oo Carter noted

Vietnam, corruption with Watergate, and declining economic power had shaken the

nati onal conscience. However, he sahdd essed h

the wisdom of the American people?®d and urge
Al t hough the presidentodés sobering speech

guickly evaporated. As the messagesof Carte

many citizens came to believe he placed too much blame on the American people

themselves for the countryds il 1l s. What goo

when, only days later, he asked all his cabinet secretaries to offer letters rditienign

an attempt to reorganize the government. Ca

cabinet appeared to the public as an act of panicked desperation. After this drastic move,

the presidentds mal ai se speecéadpaentangegyd a haug

at a citizenry he perceived as childfén.

265Energy and National Goals: Address to the NatianPuiblic Papers of the
Presidents of the United StatéammyCarter, 19771981, 9 vols. (Washington:
Government Printing Office 9771982, 6: 123541; andBruce J. Schulmarihe
Seventiesl4041.

27Jimmy CarterKeeping Faith114-121; andBruce J. Schulmarhe Seventies
14041.
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The Religious Right

During the late 1970s, Christian conservatives, distraught by what they perceived
as moral and spiritual decay in the United States, organized for political change and
becamea potent force. Manyonthe-soal | ed fAr el i gi ous righto ori
Jimmy Carter, who frequently and vocally extolled his Christian faith on the campaign
trail in 1976. However, they soon found Car
hostle toward their goals. In 1979, a group of prominent religious conservatives founded
what they termed the fAMor al Majorityo to ral

Jerry Falwell, a Southern Baptist pastor from Virginia, was one of the main
creabrs of the Moral Majority. In 1980 he wrote a book lamenting the state of affairs in
the country and pleading for Christians to become politically motivated, which he
appropriately titled_isten, AmericalSt aunchl y conservati vhe, Fal we
the ballot box Americans must provide for strong moral leadership at every level. ... We
must stand against the Equal Rights Amendment, the feminist revolution, and the
homosexual revolution. o I n addition to cast
move ments as threats to American families, F a
abortion, alcohol, drug, and indecency laws. He criticized the Carter administration for

cuts in defense spending and its adherence to détente with the Soviet Union. Falwell

suggested that ACommuni sts know that in orde
to it that a nationds military strength is w
its people have no will to ra&esfacedthewr ong. O F

prospect of serious decline as a world power if it did not address these issues. With
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religious rhetoric and a dosage of Nixonian language he urged readers to become

politically engaged: Al am concansmncheso t hat Go

often silent majority to join in the moral majority crusade to turn America around in our

i feti me. Wondt you begin no%® to pray with
Many Texans supported the religious right. W. A. Criswell, pastor of the First

Baptist Church of Dallas, and James Robison, a televangelist from Pasadena, vocally

echoed the sentiments of the Moral Majority to large audiences across the state. Criswell,

his protégé Paige Patterson, and Houston Judge Paul Pressler became major figures in the

fundamentalist takeover of the Southern Baptist Convention, the largest Protestant group

in both Texas and the U.S., during the late 1970s and 1980s, when consefoatiee

out moderates and liberals in the denomination who did not adhere to strict orthodoxy in

theology and politicé? Many religious conservatives in Texas simply became concerned

that the United States had abandoned what they saw as its religindatfoos. In

December 1977, Madalyn Murray OO6Hair, an ath

angered numerous Texans by calling for the removal of religious Christmas decorations

from the state Capitol. An Ausdsitateofcoupl e wr

affairs when a ridiculously few try to change the centuoidscustoms of the world and

al so denounce the existence of the Supr eme E

compl ained: AWe are supposed to lbre a Chri st

28Jerry Falwell Listen, America{Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 198Q.9, 95,
257-66.

293ee Barry HankingJneasy in Babylon: Southern Baptist Conservatives and
American CulturgTuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2002
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However, with all these things thasigc Madal yn

done to cause our moral¥% to drop, | someti me

Foreign Policy Problems

Carterodos struggles were not | imi@wed to th
crises occurred during the later yearsigfpresidency that further damaged his and the
Democratic Par t yMasy Texank believed Garter dppearedundeisive
and powerless on the world stagearter largely continued treontroversal Nixon-
Kissinger policy of détente with the Soviet Union, and added a commitment to pursuing
human rights in American foreign affairs. Events in 1979 and 1980 called such methods
into question. In July 1979, the Sandinista National Liberation Fromthoees the
Somoza family dictatorship, long supported by the U.S., in Nicaragua. The Sandinistas
created a leftist regime and allied themselves with Cuba, which troubled Americans. In
December 1979, Soviet forces invaded Afghanistan in a shocking disrapétente.
In response, Carter announced that the United States would boycott the 1980 Olympic
Games in Moscow, a difficult decision that angered many Americans, especially athletes

who had trained years for the contests. A school of foreign piblozyght known as

30Herbert and Mineola Grumbles to Governor Dolph Briscoe eiter 16,
1977, Dolph Briscoe Papers, 19210, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History,
The University of Texas at Austin, Box 162; and Betty Richmond to Governor Dolph
Briscoe, December 15, 1977, Ibid. For more on the religious right and poligcs, se
Daniel K. Willams,God 6s Own Party: The MBHdwiYalyj of t he
Oxford University Press, 20)0and Blake A. Ellisi An Al t ernati ve Politic
Baptists and the Rise of the Christian Rigl&751985p Southwestern Historical
Quartaly 112 (April 2009): 36686.
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neoconservatism gained adherents during these years. Consisting of former Cold War
liberals, neoconservatives had long criticized détente and called for the United States
aggressively to confront the Soviet Union and its influence aptbtoote democracy
around the globe. For them, the USSR invasion of Afghanistan and rise of the
Sandinistas proved the failure of détetite.
The Iranian Revolution of 1979 especially haunted Carter and gave fodder for
neoconservati ve cdeciningwsoridepowenand falureaa suppaoat dss
allies. In January Ayatollah Khomeini and militant Muslims overthrew the shah of Iran
and established a theocracy. In October Carter allowed the exiled shah, a longtime
American ally in ill health, intoite United States for a surgical procedure.
Demonstrations broke out in Iran, Khomeini condemned the U.S. government, and on
November 4, protestors sacked the American embassy in Tehran and took 53 Americans
as prisoners. Throughout 1979 and 1980, Cartsuccessfully sought to win the
hostageso6 freedom. A rescue mission in Apri
helicopters crashed and killed crew members. The Iran hostage crisis gripped the
nationbés attention and, imosrue ,t hdd uasny adtelde rC:

weakness and the decline of American poa@oad

31For more information, see H. W. Brandfghat America Owes the World: The
Struggle for the Soul of Foreign PoliMew York: Cambridge University Press, 1998),
263-87.
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The 1980 Campaign

Ronald Reagan, who had crushed Gerald Ford in the Texas Republican primary
and came within a breath of winning the GOP nomination in 1976, remained
consevy ati vesd top choice to replace Carter in
and former California governor retained great popularity in Texas, especially amongst
conservatives weary of high taxes and social unrest. A former Democrat who had
supportedcr ank !l i n D. Rooseveltds New Deal, Reagar
the early 1960s. He contended, in a sentiment echoed by many conservative Democrats
who moved to the Republican Partylduring the
changedasmuchs t he parties changed. 0 Reagan furt
disturbed by the expansion of the federal government and its encroachment on our
freedoms for a long time, but the problems increased dramatically during the years | was
governor withthestar of Lyndon Johnsonés O0Great Soci et
Reagan especially decried the growth of the federal budget and deficit during the 1960s
and 1970s, as well as the increased power of government bureaucrats over administrative
decisions in Washigton3?

Millions of Americans shared Reagands Vi e
Aqui eter revolution sweeping across the | and
backlash:

It was a rebellion of ordinary people. A generation of miadtess
Americans wo had worked hard to make something of their lives was growing

32Ronald Reagamn American LifédNew York: Simon and Schuster, 1990),
134-36, 19899.
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mistrustful of a government that took an average of tisietyen cents of every
dollar they earned and still plunged deeper into debt every day.
There was a growing sense of helplessnessrasttdtion across the
country over a government that was becoming a separate force of its own, a
master of the people, not the other way around.
People . . . were losing respect for politicians who kept voting for-open
ended welfare programs riddled witladid and inefficiency that kept generation
after generation of families dependent on the dole. . . .
There was unrest in the country and it was spreading across the land like a
prairie fire33
Reagan entered the race for the 1980 Republican presidemiadatimn as the
heavy favorite. His main two competitors were both Texans. John Connally believed
enough time had passed since his 1975 bribery trial and longed to complete the scheme
he once had hatched with Richard Nixon to win the White House. YeinCa | | y 6 s
candidacy completely flopped. Too many voters associated him with Nixon and
Wat ergate, and he Hdeahérbi s migereas mpokbksesebée t
seemed a relic of an earlier, tumulodyuous tin
of Lyndon. o He drew only 2 percent of the N
Reagan in the South Carolina contest, after which he announced his withdrawal from the
race. Spending over 11 million dderforars, Con

the convention, who was ridicul #@Geogedel y as

Bush gave Reagan a more serious challenge before the former California governor

33Ibid., 15354.

34 o0r mor e o n-fat€hb1080 présidgntialscampaign, Seenes
Reston, Jr.The Lone Star: The Life of John ConndNew York: Harper & Row, 1989),
558-87.
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clinched the Republican nomination. To balance the ticket with a moderateatandid
and heal minor wounds from the primary, Reagan named Bush as his running mate.

On the Democratic side, in a rare occurrence for a sitting president, Carter faced a
strong primary challenge in 1980. Senator Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts, the
youngesbrother of the slain liberal heroes, attempted to wrestle the nomination away
from the deeply unpopular president. The Democratic Party remained terribly divided
over Carteros failed | eadership on the econo
Democratsgesti oned the wisdom of Kennedyds campe
the party in the general election. Conservative Democrats for years had criticized
Kennedy as too liberal for the presidency. Indeed, Texas voters only gave the
Massachusetts senato 23 percent of the vote in the pri
approval ratings in the state. Al t hough Car
Kennedy continued his quest all the way to the Democratic National Convention in New
York in August 180, lobbying committed Carter delegates to change their votes, to no
avail. Once Carter won the nomination, the two candidates awkwardly appeared on stage
together in a supposed show of unity. However, audience members and viewers on
television could sese the palpable hostility between Carter and Kendedy.

As the general election campaign began, the Republican ticket possessed a wide
|l ead in the polls over its Democratic counte
initiatives as wasteful and inefftive and foreign policies as misguided and dangerous.

He especially rejected the widespread sentiment that the country was in a period of

33Jimmy CarterKeepingFaith, 530-32, 55253.
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mal ai se, and condemned the presidentods attit

shown in the diedispseoi. cohAfkayent heme for hi
hoped fAto bring about a spiritual revival I N
AWe had to recapture our dreams, our pride i

unique sense of destiny angtionism that had always made America different from any
ot her country in the world. o As a candidat e
greatest years were ahead of it.o Such opti
speaking skills, widely appksl toTexans and othekme r i cans weary of Car f
negative moral preaching. Reagan seemed a breath of fresh air in comparison to the
president, and gawstershope that indeed the future could be better than the uncertain
present®

The critics and pradems that had plagued Carter throughout his presidency
continued to besiege him during the 1980 campaign. Carter recalled the disparagement
directed toward him by the religious right:
Communi sm, 6 betriayimg &away itclae bRamagma Canal ,
teaching of children by organizing a new Department of Education, encouraging abortion
and homosexuality, trying to destroy families by supporting the Equal Rights
Amendment, and | ower i thgSovetthreat by megosatimgthar d agai

SALT treaty. . .. The Reverend Jerry Falwell, the leader of Moral Majority, was one of

36Ronald ReagarAn American Life205207, 217219.
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the worst, in that he had a |l arg¥ audience a

Reagan, however, made a concerted effagpimeal to the religious right through

denouncing abortion and calling for a strengthening of traditional moral values in the

United States. In August 1980, he traveled to Dallas to address some 15,000 attendees at

the Religious RounsdgtBbiebsndatandadedal aned:

endor se me, but | want you to know that | en

Reagands vocal support of its goa&l s won him
The economy and foreign policy especially dogged the president in the 1980

campai gn. To combat stagflati on, Paul Vol ck

Reserve Board, retracted currency from the n

Fed,copl ed with Carterds admonition toward Ame

produced a recession in 1980, a terrible development for any president seeking reelection.

Although the U.S. dollar did stabilize, unemployment and interest rates remained high, of

which Reagan repeatedly reminded voters. The Iran hostage crisis and Soviet Union war

with Afghanistan continued unabatedly throug

perceived powerlessness in foreign policy. Reagan vowed to get the economy back on

trak through cutting taxes and to secure the

preeminent power by dramatically increasing defense spen8imgh rhetoric

emphasizing less government involvement in the economy coupled with a strong foreign

37Jimmy CarterKeeping Faith 56162. For more information, see also J.
Brooks FlippenJimmy Carter, the Politics of Family, and the Rise of the Religious Right
(Athens:University of Georgia Press, 2011

38Daniel K. Williams,God 6 s Owl8788 ar t vy
271



policy asserting American strength in the world particularly appealed to conservative
Texans.The Carter campaign attempted to portray Reagan as too militaristic and
reactionary, but the GOP nominee dismissed such allegations with his charming presence
ard optimistic tone. In the only debate of the campaign, just days before the election,
Reagan concluded by looking into the television camera and asking the American people

a sobering question: fAAre youbetter off tha

The Reaga Revolution

Americans answered by expelling Carter from the White House and electing
Reagan in a landslide. The Readgrsh ticket won 44 states, including Texas, where it
defeated the Cartédvlondale team 55 to 41 percent. The Republican Party worotontr
of the U.S. Senate for the first time in 28 years, and vanquished several prominent liberal
Democratic incumbents, including George McGovern of South Dakota, Frank Church of
Idaho, and Birch Bayh of Indiana. Although the Democratic Party retaineadlcohthe
House of Representatives, it lost 35 seats, including that of Robert Eckhardt, a longtime
liberal from Houston. In the Texas Legislature, the GOP picked up 3 senate and 14 house
seats to increase its growing minority. Voters in Texas and abm®s&nited States
soundly rejected Jimmy Carterod6s policies and
country more attractive. Up and down the ticket, citizens punished the Democratic Party

for its inability to sol verndtdnaproblerhsi onds nume

39Bruce J. SchulmarT,he Seventied41-43; andRonald ReagaAn American
Life, 221.
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Reagands inaugur al address demonstrated t
arrived. Upon taking the presidential oath of office on January 20, 1981, Reagan
declared in the most memorabl e gbvernneentf r om hi s
i's not the solution to our problems; governn
intention to curb the size and influence of the Federal establishment and to demand
recognition of the distinction between the powers granted to the F&iem@rnment and
those reserved to the States or to the people. All of us need to be reminded that the
Federal Government did not create the States; the States created the Federal
Government . 0 The new presidentthif urther cont
industrial giant, to get government back within its means, and to lighten our punitive tax
burden. And these will be our first priorities, and on these principles there will be no
compr oMAseharp departure from bncesnenpredecesso
portended a new age of conservatism in the United States. The New Deal coalition and
approach to governing that began under Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman and
reached its zenith during the presidencies of John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson,
appeared in disarray. After the tumultuous years of the 1960s and 1970s, many
Americans had grown weary and skeptical of p
ameliorate societyodos ill s. Reagands soot hin
providedhope, especially for conservatives, that the 1980s could be a time of renewed

tranquility at home and reassertion of American strength abroad.

405 | n a u g u r aih Publid Bapeesofsthe Presidents of the United States:
RonaldReagan, 1981989 15vols. (Washington: Government Printing Offid®82
1997, 1: 1-4.
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The new president moved quickly to i mple
official act as chief executive hefghecial importance for Texas. After his inaugural
address, Reagan signed an executive order at the Capitol before the ceremonial lunch
removing price controls on oil and natural gas, a move that thrilled most T&x@hs.
same day, Iran finally freed tf&8 American hostages it had held captive for over a year.
Carterodos intense and furious efforts in the
produced this relieving result.

The resolution of the I ran hguatomge dr ama
gave Americans hope that better days lay ahead. In the early days of the Reagan
presidencyTimemagazi ne published an i ssue on what

and applauded the optimistic tone of the new chief executive. George Bushherote t

chairman offimet o commend the article. The vice pr

national consensus is forming that says, okay, we tried the sackcloth and ashes routine

and wedre worse off than befor dkeit. TRimmer i ca i

was the clear message | got on the campaign

message with which Presidént Reagan won the
Stabilizing the economy and reducing tax

entered th&Vhite House, and his proposed budget reflected this goal. Conservative

n

S

e

DemocratsintheHmue of Repr esent ateivvdss,, ot ememeaed cfrBicclile

41Ronald ReagarAn American Life227.

42Time February 23, 1981; art@eorge H. W. Bushill the Best, George Bush:
My Life in Letters and other Writingdlew York: Scibner, 1999)311-312.
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ultimate passage of the Reagan economic plan. Phil Gramm, the staunch conservative
who unsuccedslly challenged Lloyd Bentsen in the 1976 Democratic Senate campaign,
became a key Reagan ally, and simultaneously aided in the growth of the Republican
Party in Texas. Gramm covertly fed the White House secret Democratic budget strategy
and cesponsoreReagands fiscal policy in the House.
of 1981 cut income tax rates by 25 percent and especially benefitted the rich through
reducing capital gains and inheritance tax@ser 60 House Democrats, or Bole@vils,
supportedta | egi sl ati on, despite the pleading of
Latta Budget, besides incorporating these tax changes, also reduced funds for food
stamps, job training, welfare, and other Great Society programs. However, it
dramatically incresed defense spending from 24 to 32 percent of the total budget,
fulfilling a key Reagan campaign pledge. The president determined to strengthen the
nationbés military capabilities and maintain
ter med dimmiét ee.vad |

Many Democrats decriedthe Bollade vi | s6 abandonment of the
budget. In midl981, Mickey Leland, a liberal representative from Houston, lambasted
Athe traitors in our Party, the o6hand |l weevil
our trust, and have deserted us and have embraced Ronald Reagan and the Republican
Party. o He particularly condemned Represent
have crossed the line of acceptable political conduct by actually sponsoring tla@ Reag

budget and tax programs, 0 and argued they nd

43Bruce J. Schulmarhe Seventieg29-41.
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the Democratic Parfyt hey ought to get punished. o Lel a

that Sam Rayburn or Lyndon Johnson would have stood for this violation of party

loyal t y ? |l can assure they would not. So | a

exclaimed: fiWe must have t heotoramyatemptstcoour age t

move the Democratic Party any fuf*ther to the
And respond the national party did, although it did not produce the desired effect.

Following the 1982 midterm elections, the House Democratic leadership expelled

Gramm from the powerful Budget Committee. In protest, Gramm resigned his seat and

joinedthe Republican Party. Just a couple of months later, in February 1983, he ran for

his old seat touting his new GOP credentials and support for the Reagan budget, and won

reelection convincingly. Reagan possessed great popularity amongst conservative

Texans, many of whom began to consider themselves pualitecally in line with the

Republican Party.

Texas Politics in the Early 1980s
By the early 1980s, the Raza Unida Party ceased to exist in Texas. The 1978
elections especially had been difficult foetparty, as its candidate for governor, Mario
C. Compean, received only around 15,000 votes, far less than the amount required for
state primary funds in the next election. Many activists grew weary of internal strife

within the party and the constantpre ur e of battling a hostile w

44Mi ckey Leland, AThe Tumor TekasOlsérver Tex as L
July 10, 1981in Char Miller, ed.Fifty Years of the Texas Obsery&an Antonio, Tex.:
Trinity University Press, 2004207-208
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establ i shment . By the | ate seventies, the p
supporters lost control of Crystal City and Zavala County to a coalition of more moderate
Mexican Americans allied with locallwi t e s . In 1981, the group f
resign as county judge, and he left the community to move to Oregon, signaling the end
of the Raza Unida Party in the Lone Star State.

As the RUP declined, many Mexican Americans returned to the Democratic
Party. Indeed, a large number of Tejanos had never left and had viewed the Raza Unida
Party as too militant and dangerous for the Hispanic community. During the 1980s, as it
lost conservative whites to the GOP, the Texas Democratic Party recruited Mexican
Americans to its ranks, finally realizing that they represented an important constituency
for the partyds future. El ected mayor of Sa
Cisneros became one of the Democwitagoodc Partyo
looks and an engaging personality, Cisneros advocated Tejano cooperation with white
business interests. Political pragmatism, Cisneros stressed, could bring the most good for
the Hispanic community. The mayoradst i avrigunen
Jos® Angel GuitCii &rnreer zo sc Ilwaaismeade:cr ui ted t o bl unj
the part of the Mexican American electorate and blunt it he did. Young Henry was
always a handy person to use in situations requiring a Mexicarptéosteard, very
much in the fashion of Henry B. Gonzalez. o

amongst Mexican Americans in San Antonio and across Texas, and became well

45Armando Navarrol.a Raza Unida Party: A Chicano Challenge to the U.S.
Two-Party Dictatorship(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2Q005-79.
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respected with white political and business leaders in the state. Pundits egan @t i n g
that Cisneros woulsd fhe stth eHilsopnmaen i St agro vStr antoer
Guti ® rez recognized that by the 1980s polit
significantly from the previouspsedbgtbeade, as o
increasing political clout of Mexican American elected officials, overwhelmingly
members of the *Democratic Party. o

Strong support from the Hispanic community helped the Texas Democratic Party
win impressive victories in the 1982 state eledioiexas Attorney General Mark White
defeated Clements by over 200,000 votes in t
acerbic rhetoric and muddled policies as governor had alienated many Texans, especially
minorities. Although some voters blamed the&aican Party, now in control of the
White House and the U.S. Senate, for failing to end the economic recession, Reagan
hi mself remained popular i n Texas. More t ha
impressive campaign made the difference in these etestskillfully using media and
resources to turnout voters and win contests for Texas Democrats up and down the ballot.
The election clearly illustrated that Bentsen remained the most powerful Democrat in
Texas. Bentsen and Lieutenant Governor Hobbyyaaen reelection, and their
popul arity significantly helped Mark Whiteos
election, including Ann Richards as state treasurer, former editor Oettes Observer

Jim Hightower to the post of agriculture commissipden Mattox as attorney general,

46 0s® An g e The Makihg oRar Chana Militant: Lessons from Cristal
(Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 199B)7, 28990.
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and Garry Mauro to the office of land commissioner. Although the more moderate

Bentsen, White, and Hobby might disagree, longtime liberal lawyer David Richards
considered this election thatt oi ampiRi cahat e
Mattox, Hightower, and Mauro had been supporters of the former senator for years. For

liberal Texas Democrats, the 1982 elections marked the fruition of their longtime goal of

having a fibalanced truly Democratic ticket.

The ReagaiRevolution Solidified

The Democratic Partyos sduetherensiexasdbi d not | a
nationally. As the 1984 elections approache
Reagands popularity grew. Re agradotcesful at t ac k s
condemnation of communism abroad, all given
demeanor, appealed to voters. Republican op

popularity in Texas to strengthen the GOP in the state. Not coincidentally, the
Repubican Party chose the city of Dallas to host its 1984 national convention where it
would renominate the ReagaBush team. David Richards described another key feature
in the decline of Texas and southern Democrats during the 1980s:

During the Reagan/Busfears, the Justice Department played politics
with a vengeance. At the top, they understood full well that one way to destroy

47Dallas Morning NewsJanuary 17, 1988Joyd M. Bentsen, Jr., Papers, 1921
1998, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The @mity of Texas at Austin,
AR 93162 Box 1 of 2;David RichardsQnce Upon a Time in Texas: A Liberal in the
Lone Star Stat@Austin: University of Texas Press, 200221-26; and Jan Reid,et the
People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richapgstin: University of Texas Press,
2012), 12337.
279



the Democratic Party of the South was to have it be perceived as the party of

minorities. This was essentially an extensioNof x on s sout hern stra
simple to achieve this goal by forcing the southern states, under cover of the

Voting Rights Act, to maximize minority electoral districts at every opportunity.

The strategy produced a thypeonged result. It tended éhiminate white liberal

Democrats who had depended on minority support; it created conflicts within the

party, as white liberals and minorities were forced to battle over line drawing;

and, finally, the resulting districts began to foster an image ambitg w

southerners that the party had been taken away from them. None of these are

necessarily bad, but the benefit to Republican strategists was offvious.

The ReagaiBush ticket sought reelection in 1984 by touting its record in
improving the economy and rebuilding American military strength in the dangerous Cold

War. Reagan again promoted a tone of optimism for the future, with his campaign

emphasizingthe heme A Morning in America, 0 suggestin
the turmoil of the 1960s and 1970s. AMor nin
with the Democratic nominee, Carterds vice p

Republicans portrayed asother big government and high taxes liberal. Down in the
polls and seeking a jolt to his candidacy, Mondale named Representative Geraldine
Ferraro of New York as his running mate, making her the first female vice presidential
nominee of a major polititgarty in U.S. history.
Nonetheless, many Democrats criticized the Monéalearo team as too liberal.
Bi | | Hobby reflected on his frequent disappo
presidential candidates during this time period, andthdwi s har med t he st ate
Democratic Party contributed amply to its own demise. Certainly at the national level

and to a lesser degree at the state level the party has shot itself in the foot a few times.

48David RichardsOnce Upon a Time in Texa49
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During some disastrous political convems in the 1970s and 1980s, party rules on

delegate selection and other matters moved the party to the left of the mainstream of

American political thought. | objected to the delegate quota system, which specified that

you have to have so many minorittesp many women* and so forth. ¢
Most Texans never warmed up to Mondale and Ferraro. The Democratic ticket

reminded voters of the unhappy Carter years, and Reagan just possessed too much

popularity in the Lone Star State. An old Democrat again helpirgpaliican

presidential candidate, Allan Shivers served as chairman of Texans for Reagan during the

1984 campaign. During the weeks before el ec

press releases detailing Democratic endorsements of the R@agfaicampign from

around the state. Bo Pilgrim, a businessman

East Texas Democrats are disenchanted with o

presidential ticket. We feel the Reagan administration represents timeghs we dve al wa

believed in, such as lower taxes, responsible government spending, and a strong national

defense that is able to keep the peace and e
al |l my | ife, buteledtPrésidlentfRaagranl @l | Rogt ©Ortro me f
County commi ssi oner , s tlomgcbnaervhtiye Dereosrat.ritisbo ed : 0l

never easy for a strong Democrat to vote Republican, but | feel the conservative

49Bill Hobby, How Things Really Work: Lessons from a Life in Poli¢sstin:
Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, The Usisity of Texas at Austin, 2010),
87.
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philosophy of President Reagan and Vice PresidashBest represents my political
views, and the Vviews of most Texans. o0
Indeed, the ReagaBush ticket best represented the political views of most
Americans in 1984. Reagan won reelection in a historic landslide, carrying 49 out of 50
states. Hebargl | ost Mi nnesota, Mondal eb6s home stat:
Texas voters provided the president with a strong commendation, giving him 63 percent
of the stateds ballots. Texans al so support
gained 4 new Huse seats in the Texas Congressional delegation. Although Democrats
continued to hold 17 Texas seats in the U.S. Congress, the Republican Party reached its
highest total yet with 10 Texas representatives. Notable GOP politicos elected in 1984
included Tom DelLay of Sugar Land, Richard Armey of Denton, and Joe Barton of Ennis.
Furthermore, Republicans captured 16 seats in the Texas House, for a total of 53
legislators, and won 84 additional county offices across the state, most remarkably all
judicial pogs in Harris and Dallas counties. And in the most important statewide race,
the U.S. Senate seat of John Tower, who had announced his retirement, stayed in
Republican control. In an especially pleasing development for Texas and national
Republicans, PhiGr a mm, Reagandés dedicated ally who h:

triumphed over Democrat Lloyd Doggett, a liberal state senator from Austin, with 58

S0News Releases, ReagBnu s h & 8 4Nove@loet 198t e r
Campaign/Political box/folder NA 5310, John G. Tower Papers, Southwestern
University, Georgetown, Texas.
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percent of the vote to become the stateds se
Reconstruction?

In Decemler 1984, during his final days in the Senate, John Tower received a
detailed memorandum from his longtime aide John Knaggs, who described the November
ball oting as fAa | andmark election in Texas.o
Party] finally achieed a victory in depth, up and down the ballot, and that will have a
profound effect in the power equations of Te
el ection, and President Reagan6s tremendous
made impressivgains in the Texas legislature and elected judgeships across the state, in
large partduetothe ReagBhu s h campai gnds efforts to regis
on el ection day. Knaggs continued: AThe piv
borne out by a process of conservative Democrat alliance and amalgamation with the
GOP. ... Conservative Democrat officeholders should be encouraged to change parties
or possibly face strong oppositi on.ake Knaggs
the state Democratic Party more liberal, and thus less appealing to most Texans.
Ironically, as noted previously, liberals themselves long had employed a similar strategy
in their desireto build atrulytwpar t y st at e. Towtatds ol d frie
Governor Mark White faced a difficult reelection battle in two years and had not been
helped by supporting the unpopular Mondé&zraro ticket in Texas. Knaggs declared:

AWebve finally ¢ ondeweocdfv ea gees tianbdasitysgtezed ptohlei ttiwcos

S1pallas Morning NewsNovember 26, 1984;ampaign/Political box/folder
NA 52-7, John G. TowePapers, Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas.
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Throughout urban Texas and in more parts of rural Texas than ever before, no longer will
there be |l ingering doubts about the partyos

gover  nment . TPPe muscle is there.o

52Miemorandum, John Knaggs to Senator Tower, December 3, 1984,
Campaign/Political box/folder NA 527, John G. Tower Papers, Southwestern
University, Georgetown, Texas.
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CHAPTER 8

Epilogue and Conclusions

|l ndeed, John Knaggsodés assessment proved c
Partydos smashing victory in 1984, it continu
Democratsod fortunes decl iwoneodlyone gliblereatofiaé x as Den
and one U.S. Senate election during the ensuing years. No Democratic presidential
candidate has carried Texas in a general election since Jimmy Carter in 1976. In 1998,
the GOP captured all statewide elected offices in Texashas held them ever since.

Republicans finally obtained control of the Texas Legislature in 2002, and the next year
utilized a controversial redistricting scheme to ensure their party also would hold a
majority of Texas seats in the U.S. Congressiorlghtion. Today, in 2014, the
Republican Party maintains a powerful grip on Texas politics, while Democrats struggle
to compete statewide.
What role did the previously discussed major players have in these developments?
In 1986, William Clements won bla¢che governorship from Mark White, who had
become unpopular due to instituting the laudable yetmuahl i gned fino pass, n
rule for high school studesathletes. An economic downturn in Texas due to a tough oil
bust and growing problems in the bankindustry further hurt White. However,
Cl ementsdés involvement in one of the worst s

chairman of the Southern Methodist University Board of Governors he allowed boosters
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to pay football players outlandish amaésiof money, seriously hurt his administration.
The Mustangs football team received thecsa | | ed fideat h penaltyo and
activities for two years, whiglalong with a myriad of sanctions, decimated the program.
The news of Cln¢hensomdit affairdroke ortlyitwm maenths after his
inauguration and took much of the air out of his second term. Nevertheless, his
reelection to the Governordés Mansion proved
statewide races.

In 1988, George Buskwho had labored for years building the GOP in Texas, won
election to the presidency. The Democratic nominee, Governor Michael Dukakis of
Massachusetts, named Lloyd Bentsen as his running mate, and although a strong
selection, the popular Texan could hetp him carry either the Lone Star State or the
El ector al Coll ege majority. Ronal d Reaganos
House, as did campaign missteps by Dukakis. Republicans again painted the Democratic
nominee as a tax and spend liberalafutbuch with most Americans, lethal in a
conservative era.

Texas Democrats achieved some success during the Bush years, however.
Bentsen performed brilliantly in the vice presidential debate against the Republican
nominee, Dan Quayle of Indiana, andigawon reelection to fourth term in the U.S.
Senate, despite Bush taking Texas. Ann Richards delivered a roaring keynote address at
the 1988 Democratic National Convention in Atlanta, and employed her instant celebrity
to win the Gov e90ndowéver, these races manked the lagt time the

Democratic Party won either a U.S. Senate seat or governorship in Texas. Furthermore,
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Ri chardsds victory owed much to the incompet
Williams, Jr., who made a distung joke about rape during his campaign and refused to
shake Richardsoés hand at a public debate, of
Republicans contended that a better nominee would have trounced Richards in the
election.

John Tower experienced urgpy later years. After winning election to the White
House, Bush nominated Tower as secretary of defense. Following several contentious
weeks, the U.S. Senate rejected Towerds nomi
member of that prestigious instiion. Allegations of past problems with alcoholism and
adultery ruined Towerds candidacy. Tower r e
hisold colleagues, and died in a tragic plane crash, that also killed one of his daughters,
in 1991.

John Conndy never ran for elected office again after his failed campaign in the
1980 presidential election. He partnered with Ben Barnes in a series of real estate
investments during the 1980s, but a sharp-deidade downturn in the Texas economy
caused sthbusingdublaetebarst. Both men declared bankruptcy, and in 1988,
Connally and his wife oversaw an emotional and muablicized auction in Houston of
many of their personal items. Although Connally remained a Republican for the rest of
his life,oldt ensi ons with George Bush persisted, an
decision process leading up to the 1991 Gulf War. Connally died in 1993. While Barnes
did not seek public office again either, he remains actively involved in the Democratic

Party as a weltespected fundraiser and spokesperson.
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After his gubernatorial term ended in early 1979, Dolph Briscoe, Jr., retired to
Uvalde, where he continued his ranching and banking business interests. During their
later years, Briscoe and his wifentributed to many philanthropic endeavors in
education, medicine, and art across the state. Although Republicans often encouraged
him to switch parties, Briscoe remained a devoted Democrat for the rest of his life. He
especially enjoyed supportingBlll i nt ondés 1992 and 1996 presid
Hill ary Clintonds run for the White House in
In 1992, George Bush lost his quest for reelection to Governor Bill Clinton of
Arkansas. Despite winning praise for his conduction of foreign polspeaally as the
Cold War ended, breaking a promise not to raise taxes paired with an election year
recession made the president seem out of touch with ordinary Americans and doomed his
campaign. The thirgharty candidacy of the eccentric Dallas billiaeaRoss Perot
further hurt Bush by siphoning away voters weary of high taxes. Exuding a youthful
charisma and empathy for suffering Americans
Democrat, 0 rejecting |liberalismloshTeXamavor of
by 3 percentage points, and for a time seeme
power in the Lone Star State. Clinton named Lloyd Bentsen his treasury secretary and
former San Antonio Mayor Henry Cisneros leader of housing and urban penaig
pl easing Texans. Whil e Cisneros earned prai
public housing facilities and home ownership rate, a scandal involving payment of funds
to his mistress overshadowed much of his time as secretary, and he resit@@d

Cisneros remains an active ambassador for San Antonio, working to recruit businesses
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and improve the quality of life in the Alamo City todagentsen served as an especially
critical member of the Clinton administration, helping develop buggiety to combat

the economic recession and vapproval of the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) in the Senate. He retired at the end of 1994, receiving much acclaim for his
many years in government.

Although Democrats hoped Clinton could improve their fortunes in Texas, the
president found the Lone Star State more difficult than he had imagined. Clinton and his
wife, First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, became increasingly controversial in Texas,
espedlly as the White House wrestled with raising taxes and pursued healthcare reform.
When Bentsen resigned his Senate seat to become treasury secretary, Governor Ann

Richards named Robert Krueger his temporary successor. When Texas, as required by

statedw, held a speci al el ection for the remai.
Clintonds growing unpopularity and Kruegeros
Hut chi son, the state treasurer, to win, giUVvi

Senate seats, which it enjoys to the present day. In 1994, Republicans rode a wave of

voter discontent with Clinton and the Democratic Party to capture control of the House of
Representatives for the first time in 40 years, and also regain the Semkt8ratks,

LBJ6s old ally who had carried much Great So
was swept out of the Beaumont area seat he had held for 40 years. In this historic GOP

election night, Ann Richards also lost the Texas governorship to &¥érgush, the

son of the former president. For the remainder of his presidency, Clinton found some of

his chief antagonists in Congress to be Texas Republicans. Richard Armey and Tom
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Delay, originally elected in the 1984 Reagan landslide, assumedsuipp®in the
House Republican leadership and relentlessly investigated the Clinton White House for
wrongdoing, either real or imagined. Phil Gramm remained a powerful U.S. senator
during the 1980s and 1990s, and arduously recruited conservative Deno ¢het
Republican fold. Gramm briefly ran for the GOP presidential nomination in 1996 before
bowing out of the campaign. Although Clinton regained popularity and handily won
reelection in 1996, he could not carry Texas in either of his campaign® fdrtite
House.

George W. Bush received widespread commendation for his performance as
Texas governor. Bush worked ably with Democrats in the Legislature, and won a strong
reelection victory in 1998 over Garry Mauro, in a race that saw Republican casdidate
sweep all statewide offices in Texas. Bushod
and famous name propelled him to the 2000 Republican presidential nomination. Bush
defeated Vice President Al Gore in an immensely controversial election thHiesains.
Supreme Court step in to stop a voting recount in Florida, which gave the Texan the
White House. Bush easily carried Texas in 2000 and in his reelection victory in 2004,
and remained weliked in the state, even as his national approval ratiegined
throughout his presidency. His popularity in Texas solidified Republican control in the
Lone Star State, and helped the GOP finally win the Legislature in 2002. Once in full
power, Republicans in the Texas House and Senate launched a redjstdbeme in
2003 that guaranteed their partyds majority

Despite the vehement protests of Democrats, Tom Delay, the U.S. House Majority
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Leader, viciously and successfully pushed the redistricting plan,lwght hel p of Bus h¢
heir, Governor Rick Perry, himself a former Democrat who had converted to the GOP in
1989.

Even Bushods | ow approval ratings during h
dynamic presidential candidate in 2008 could not help DemocratsRregk u b | i cans 6
solid hold on Texas politics. Voters elected Senator Barack Obama of lllinois as the
nationdos first African American president 1in
Obama only could win 44 percent of the Texas vote, and received 3 fgoietsin the
state in his successful reelection bid of 2012. Indeed, as in the Clinton years, some of
Obamads harshest critics have been Texas Rep
U.S. Senator Ted Cruz. Most notably, since 1994, no Democratdmes statewide
election in Texas. Although states across of the South experienced declining Democratic
fortunes during the | atter decades of the tw

in Texas since 1994 remains the longest streak for anyberenfithe old Confederacy.

Conclusions
As this dissertatiodemonstratedrom the 1960s to the 1980s, the power of the
Texas Democratic Party declined as the national party took stances on issues such as civil
rights, the role of government, cultuesd foreign policy that alienated many Texans and
contributed to the growth of the Texas Republican Parhe national Democratic
Partyodos |l eftward shift became too much to be

the Republican Party, especially whed by the charming Ronald Reagan, more
291



appealing.Constant division within the state Democratic Party further weakened its
electoral success and led many conservatives to convert to the GOP.

Lyndon Johnsonés predicti oail9dptimahassi gni ng
the Democratic Party fully embraced racial equality white southerners would flock to
Republicans, proved accurate in Texas. Although most white Texans eventually
supported voting rights for African Americans and the end of legal segneghey
came to identify Democrats as the party of minorities. As the civil rights movement took
a more militant turn in the late 1960s with black nationalism and several large cities
literally burned in racial unrest, conservative Texans blamed L&IDamocrats. During
the 1970s, busing and affirmative action became extremely contentious, and Texans
again associated these issues with Democrats. Although Texas is a unique state with both
southern and western characteristics and a smaller Africanidangyopulation, there
can be no doubt that racism, the most tragic flaw in Americarpldged a critical role
in the stateds polédimany Texdns td leagerthe DemoamratictParty.n a n d
In this development, Texas acted like other states of the SBefpublicans, such as
Richard Nixon with his southern strategy, actively and successfully courted disillusioned
conservatives to the GOP and painted Democrats as the party of racial nsinoritie

The national Democratic Partyds endor seme
further alienated Texans. Lyndon Johnson considered himself the political heir to
Franklin Roosevelt, and dedicated his Great Society to completing the New Deal,
especially iimatters of civil rights, poverty, education, and healthcare. It is ironic that,

much | i ke his prediction about civil rights,
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Texans to abandon his party. During the 1970s and 1980s, conservatives vocally

criticized the size of government, especially federal expenditures on poverty programs

initiated during the Johnson administration. Even though Medicare and aid to education
remained popular | egacies of the LBJ years,
taxburden and large impersonal bureaucracy that large numbers of Americans resented.

Many Texans also decried the Democratic F
culture wars of the late twentieth century. Although the party remained divided on
aborton, feminism, gay rights, crime and punishment, and the role of religion in public
life, Republicans took more conservative stances on these issues, which appealed to many
Texans. By the | ate 1970s, and certainly wi
religious right became an important constituency of the GOP and loudly voiced its
conservative views. Republicans such as Nixon and Reagan lambasted the liberal slant of
many of the countryds courts, and pld omi sed t
take a more traditional view on the questions of family life and religion. For many
Texans, the liberal social views of northeastern Democrats like Edward Kennedy carried
too much weight in the party.

The national De mo c r adqullydistitlzed Teyadss Mdstor ei gn p
in the Lone Star State supported LBJO6s condu
many Texans urged him to use even greater force against communist North Vietnam and
the Vietcong, and denounced protests of the war as unfpatrirexans continued this
sentiment when Nixon succeeded Johnson in the White House, and often expressed alarm

at the growing number of Democrats calling for withdrawal from Southeast Asia. Most
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in Texas shared Ni xono6s musferventlycombatthet hat t he
communi st threat in Vietnam and throughout t
blunders further made the Democratic Party appear weak and inept in the dangerous Cold
War, whil e Ronal d Reagan nslitaig supremacyandat i on t o
aggressively confront the Soviet Union met with enthusiastic approval from Texans. The
Republican Party seemed to possess a more realistic understanding of international affairs
in an uncertain world.

Beyond such ideological batighe bitter fights between the conservative and
liberal wings of the Texas Democratic Pawtyer the yearburt its prospects for electoral
victory. Democratic infighting largely caused the election of John Tower to the U.S.
Senate in 1961 and Williaml€nents to the governorship in 1978, and opened the door
for continued Republican victories in these offices. Once the liberal wing won control of
the state party machinery in 1976, many conservatives perceived Texas Democrats as too
similar to the natioal party. The immense popularity of the charismatic Ronald Reagan
with Texas conservatives during the 1970s and 1980s further hastened this party switch.

Texas itself changed dramatically during the second half of the twentieth century,
and this developnme altered the course of state politics. A pa&irld War Il flurry of
government contracts procured by powerful Texas politicians like LBJ and Sam Rayburn
caused the state to diversify its economy and its cities to boom. State officials such as
John Conally recruited businesses to Texas with tax incentives. Job opportunities and
warm weather attracted Americans from all parts of the country to the Sun Belt, of which

Texas became an integral part. Many of these new Texans brought Republican loyalties
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and had no historic ties to the Democratic Party. By the 1980s, the formerly rural,
Democratiedominated Texas had become an urbanizedpavty supeistate on its way

to becoming a bastion of Republican political pawer

Hope for Texas Democrats?

Athough Lyndon Johnsondés commitment to civV
Party to capture Texas Afor a |l ong time to c
Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965, and Fair Housing Act of 1968
transformed the hited States and helped it more adequately live up to its professed
ideals of equality for all citizens. Johnso
the countryodés education and healthcare syste
nationalities and racial backgrounds to seek the American dream. A long overdue act of
political courage, LBJ and the Democratic Pa
movement helped ameliorate the scourge of racism that continues to plague American
society talay. And while this action drove many whites away from the party, it secured
the allegiance of African Americans and other minorities to the Democrats. Today,
blacks, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and women remain key constituencies and leaders
of the Demaratic Party, both in Texas and nationally.

Is there hope that the Democratic Party may one day regain electoral supremacy
in Texas? Ben Barnes, who remains a strong advocate for Democrats, offered this
advice: fAlf there was doinde wehlilng nt htahte TéebxOass .LC

creating this bridge between conservative business interests and progressive
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constituencies. . . . We made it possible to enact progressive legislation while ensuring it
was politically and socially acceptable for thesimess community to support the
Democratic Party. As a political formula, itvdaand stillis a sur e wi nner . 0 T
business world serves as the Amoney baseo fo
[Texas] Democratic Party let the business communipyahay. If there was one truth
that 16d | earned above all others during my
only be strong with the support of business, and by keeping it socially acceptable to be a
Democrat. o
Barnes summarized:
In Texas folbwing the difficult years of 19683, the Democratic Party
lost its hold on the middle when moderates began shifting in large numbers to the
Republican Party. This happened partly b
rights efforts, partly asabackkas agai nst t he Democratic mod
caught up in Sharpstown, and partly as a backlash against the continuing Vietham
War. We need to reclaim that middle ground, and to learn again how to speak to
the ordinary folks who make up thatvastmiddeo o of t en, |1 6ve hearc
conservative or moderate former Democrats
party teft me. o
Shortly after Barack Obamaébés reelection i
from the presidentdés campaviggupcallednnounced t he
ABattl eground Texaso that would build an inf

to the Democratic Party. Bird and other Den

growing Latino population paired with a more progressivengeu generation could once

1Ben BarnesBarn Burning, Barn Buding: Tales of a Political Life, from LBJ
through George W. Bush and Beyd@Atbany, Tex.: Bright Sky Press, 2006), 94, 198,
232, 235.
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again win Texas for the party. Battleground Texas presently works to register new

voters, support campaigns of Democratic candidates, and fundraise in the Lone Star

State. National Democrats believe that returning Texas toftheicould give the party

a huge electoral advantage over Republicans in both presidential and congressional

elections. The August 2013 lead storyTekas Monthlyanalyzed the efforts of

Battleground Texas, and profiled a new generation of Texas Damtocrc r i si ng star
its cover, the magazine featured State Senat
Jul i 8§8n O3&BKRepresentativedoaquin Castro, twin brothers from San Antonio.

Pundits viewed Davis and the Castro brothers as skilledgeis with the potential to

make waves for Democrats amoAf§héheexsxt amewdsh d
Texas Monthlyncluded a lively sample of letters to the editor both praising and
ridiculing Democratsd® hospuec ctioncwilny Twerxoatse :b aficTk
Texas never was, and never will be, is a liberal state. The reason Texas has become a
Republican state is that Democrats are | eani
confessed that t he qu eghtte an gltervatve to moviegohtope t h a
of t hé The tutaré eurse of Texas politics will prove interesting to observe.
Democrats have much work ahead of them in th

all-too accurate prediction.

2Robert Draper, fAThe Life dexasMénthigt h (and
August 2013, 889, 13843.

3iRoar of Tekas MddthlySeptemiger 2013, 14.
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