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During farewell call on SecNav 26 Novembers Admiral Nieto stated 

GOS continues in understanding that stationing of Polaris submarines in 

Rota falls within tems "Secret Note" (September 26 confidential exchange 

on "major changes") and therefore subject to "agreement" between two 

governments. When infomed that 17 December 1962 note and 20 December 

clarification by Munoz Grandee gave authorization and that :future conversa­
QUOTE 

tions would ref'er only to working details, Admiral Nieto stateds l r 
-· 

don't know. We believe that this should be the subject of government=to= 

government discussion~ otherwise the Secret Note would be meaningless. 

The Spanish Government is ready to consider thi s matter with the gr eatest 

sympathy. I do vant to state that this bear s no relationship whatever 

with my previous request. (Assistance for Spani sh Navy- outside framework 

of renewal agreement.) One thing has no r elationship whatever lvith t h 

other9 I am not a gambl ero T Bm tcllking from the bottom of m.y heart r ather 

than from my head. Both matters are separ ate and I assure you that we wish 

to remain as friendly as at present. UNQUOTEo 
In view 
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I n view of ahove and failure Nieto to state clearly official Spanish 1overn~ 

ment position on Polaris use of Rota as promise~ earlier, we believe Nieto 

backing off from oosi tion taken 13 November which may have resulted from Garri;:~ues 

influenceo Anpears G0rri~ues r.1ay have been unaware of 17 December note at tirne 

of Septerr(~.)er renegotiations. Therefore, he believed Polaris question still open 

and covered by excban~:e of notes requirin1,; Prior cor,sul tation between both 

goverr.Lr1€nts on 2n.~{ major ch~1nge in u.s. military equipment on Spanish territory. 

If a 1)ove tru.e~ it seems to \JS that nothing can be gained by an approach 

to Munoz J r3nc1es that would put him on spot and also embarrAss Nieto and G~rri~;ues., 

If yon conc11r, recommend Chief JUSNG use first opportunity inform Munoz Gran des in 

routine !'lanne.r that ~favy now advertisin ~ for hids on breakwater and will soon 

have to infom 0er soP.nel on Polaris tender of their scheduled deployment. Since 

these actions would make it very difficult to keep from the press.$) we wo uld like 

his views on ma king an apDropriate statewent in near future regarding Polc1 r i s 

basing at R.o ta. 

We feel t his ap0roach will enable us to determine where we staud on the 

Polaris question and put problem l")ack in Nunoz Gr~JlCe~-=C~1ief JUSMG channel where 

we would like t o keep it i f ·0oss:i.hle. K.equest country team's views earlie-st ., 
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