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SyBJt KOSYGIN ARRIVES TO SIGN TREATY

l. SOVIET DELEGATION INCLUDING KOSYGIN, GROMYKO, GRECHKO

AND XUZNETSOV ARRIVED PRAGUE AIRPORT 1508 LOCAL TIME ON
INVITATION CZECHOSLOVAK GOVERNMENT. MET BY SMRKOVSKY, CERNIK,
KUSAK, MLYNAR, SPACEK AND STROUSBAL. ACCORDING TO BRITISH AIR
ATTACHE WHO WITNESSED ARRIVAL, DELEGATION WAS ALSO MET BY
FIFTEEN SOVIET GENERALS AND TWO CZECH GENERALS (LT. GEN EVZEN
CHLAD AND, HE BELIEVED, GENERAL ROSOV). ARRIVAL CEREMONY
INCLUDED CZECH HONOR GUARD AND BAND WHICH PLAYED SOVIET NAT-
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IONAL ANTHEM. SECURITY SEEMED SOMEWHAT RELAXED.

2. PRESUMPTION THAT KOSYGIN CAME TO SIGN TROOP STATIONING
TREATY CONFIRMED BY RADIO NEWS WHICH STATED SIGNIN@ WOULD
TAKE PLACE THIS EVENING.

3. VYESTERN CORRESPONDENTS TELL US THAT AFTER KOSYGIN AND
COMPANY ARRIVED AT GOVERNMENT GUEST HOUSE THEY WERE VISITED
BRIEFLY BY CERNIK AND POSSIBLY DUBCEX. ACCORDING RADIO,
DUBCEK 1S IN TOWNN HAVING RECEIVED SLOVAK GROUP THIS MORNING.

4. IT IT TURNS OUT THAT KOSYGIN HAS IN FACT COME MERELY TO
SIGN TREATY AND NOT TO APPLY PRESSURE ON CZECHS TO ACCEPT
UNPALATABLE TERNS, THIS WOULD SEEM TO BE SOVIET CONCESSION TO
CZECHS. SOVIETS CAN OF COURSE AFFORD SUCH GESTURE SINCE
TREATY LEGALIZING PRESENCE OF TROOPS HERE IS MOSTLY TO THEIR

ADVANTAGE.
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