~ and convener (i.e. dra'fter) of the

- Steve Muller called for negotiations.
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MEMORANDUM September 23, 1966
SUBJECT: Vietnam Resolut on at the Pugwash Conference

 FROM: Henry A. Klssmger ‘

In order to understand the foljowing recital it is' important to remember
that the overwhelming majority of the Conference opposed the U.S. pohcy
on Vietnam and that a substant1a1 rnaJorlty of the American group shared this
view. .
(1) On September 13th there was a plenary session devo‘ted entirely to
Vietnam. In intemperate,. highl;j emotional language, the Soviet delegation
-demanded an across-‘the-bo.ard condemnation of the U.S. . The Soviet harangues
: took well over an hour. They were supported with much less intensity by the
East Europeans. On the America: side there were only three speakers:
Betty Lall asked the Soviets to act as
_ 'mediators.and for her pains was vi 1ously attacked by Emilyanov. I spoke
about factual maccurames in the Soviet presentation and said that if this was
indeed the mood in Moscow peace was impossible,

I also said that the emotional

character of the Somet presentatlon was mapproprlate for a scientific conference

i et before ad;ournmen.t Bentley C] 2SS supported my position.

(2) On September 1 rth N erie., the Secretary of the Czech Pugwash C.ommittee

\wWorking Group preparing the Vietnam resolution,

asked my v1ew about a recommend 1t_on that a study group of neutral smentlsts
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. visit Saigon and Hanoi. I saidI '\'-"m"ld su'ooort this provided the rest of the -

~"re.aolutlon did not load the dlce a _] A3 t the U S. After consultation W1th Shulman :

and Mrs Lall-—the Amerlcan rm |'PI':3 cf the Worklng Group--it was decided

to include the er1t1c1s‘ms_of U.S p >11c j ao the view of "some" while also listing

c’ounterarguments'as the view of "o tner,s." ‘ l\nemec kept his side of the bargain
4 s ; 4
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&) At the plenary sessmn o1 & -ptembef' l5th the leport of the Working Group

in add1t10n to the preamble descrﬂo d under (2) contalned recommendations

that foreign troops be withdrawn m"s.d tne "people of Vietnam be free to determine
: : : ! i ! o Y

their own fate." At my ,sfuggestion, Shep Stone moved to amend foreign to "troops

? e , _ |

from outside South Viét:nam'f and_to add the phrase "both North and South" to
T ik | ;

' .

'the Plea forself— deterr}ﬂnation “This w'as strenuously resisted by the Soviets.

Mllhonshlkov, who chalred the ses: Jlon, urged the Working Group to add more

o emotlon to their report and to condemn the U.S. I intervened to challenge the

: approprlatlons of the chalrman irstruc tmg Workmg Groups and of a group of

scnentlsts bemg asked to be emot’  al.

l

(4) At the plenary sessiono. - _em’oer 16th, the Working Group report
o did not contain the Stone amendi=- . I mzde an issue of it. The Soviets resisted.
£ S e ‘ .
=, - There was so much uncertainty, 1.2ever, that it was decided to report that the
Conference could agree "neither :: the causes of the war in Vietnam nor on the
o o 5 |
N means to deal with it."
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