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DEPUTATION TO MINISTER OF SHIPPING 

On the 20th Deeember the Minister of Shipping o.nd the 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry received et Deputation from 

the Shipping Federo. ti on, the War Risk Associations, the Mercantile 

Mo.rine Service Association, the Officers (Merchant Navy) Federation, 

the Marine Engineers' Associo. ti on, the Amo.lgama tea. Engineering 

Union nnd the NationGl Union of Seo.men to discuss the question of the 

p8~1111ent of a month's wages to officers and geamen of the Mercantile 

Marine whose ships nre lost owinc; to enemy action . 

The Minister announced that the Government had decided to 

o.ccept the offer, which had been made on behalf of the shipowners, 

to share with them in equal proportions the cost of paying wages to 

o.11 survi vines officers ::md men whose ships nre torpec1.oe a., mined, etc . , 

fox· a period of one month or until they reGch this country, whichever 

should be the greater. The ovmers have fur•ther offered to 

supplement during the second month the compenso.tion pnyo.ble to those 

who are injured when their ships :-l re lost, o.nd the effect of this 

would be that where a man wo.s in receipt of full disability allowance 

he would in fact receive full wages . 

Detailed ar>rangerncmts were 0i scusse d o.na. genera Jly agreed anc1 

these will be embodied in a Ministry of Shipping Notice to Masters 

which will be published in the near future. 'rhe se payments will take 

the place of ordinary shipwreck unemplo~ncnt indemnity. 

It was agreed that the ar_rrmgements shoulrl.. be deemc d to have 

become oper8. ti vc on the 1st December 1939 o.ncl. should apply to all 

merchunt ships lost by enemy action on and after tha t date. 

The rcproscnto.ti vcs of the officers ancl. men 1 s Societicrn 

expressed their o.pprccintion of the f ac t th::it the owners ho.d made 

this generous offer and that the Govern.>nen t hnd seen their way to 

accept it; the arrangements which were being made would be highly 

npprecia ted by all those serving in the Merch::i.nt Navy• 

MINISTHY 0}' SHIPPII'TG. 
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To move a Royal Air Force fighter s quadron from 

one ~oint of the country to another sounds easy - a matter, 

it mi ght be thought, of the pilots flying their aircraft at 

350 miles an hour from the old station to the new one. In 

reality the oneration, though expeditiously carried out, is 

rather more complicated. This is how it is done. 

The order to move is received overnight. At once 

the old quar ters are alive with men packing their kit. For 

each aircraft on the station there are nine or ten ground 

sta ff t o be transported - riggers, fitters, armourers, cooks 

and others . 

To transport all thes e men, two large a ircraft 

are s ent to the sta tion. The little fight ers look like 

gadflies beside th em. 

Only a f ew months ago 9 thes e a ircraft wer e passenger 

liners, s ilver-winged and comfortably equi~ped. Passengers 

for Paris used to climb into them up e legant step-ladders and 

settle back into their s cats. The steward moved deftly up and 

down be tween spotl ess paintwork, springy cushions and smart 

curtains. Now , strinped of their luxurious fittings,their 

silver wings camouflaged, the se Croydon liners can carry forty 

men and the ir kit at one time. 

As the men are stowing t he ir g Par in the liners, 

the first of the squadron's two fli ghts l eaves for its n ew 

station. The other flight rema ins on the ground, ready to 

take off for instant action against enemy ~·Gid ers. 

Now the first half of the ground staff men pile 

into the two g iant transports. It is their first flight for 

some t i me . The ir eyes, as they watch the aircraft, are 

exp ert but curious. In normal times, Fight er Command has no 
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dealings with a ircraft as tall as a house, and with six-feet 

l andings wheels. A chuckle goes round as the monsters take off:-

"Thought he'd never do it". 

Presently a signal is received at the station • 

The first flight thas landed and is at its action stations at 

the distant aerodrome •. 

"Goodbye, good luck. 

roar into the sky . 

The second flight prepares to leave -

We' 11 be seeing you." The aircraft 

. And now, · .sedately, the two ex-liners are returning. 

The remainder of the ground sta.ff are waiting for the:r;n,. In go 

the kitbags, the s+.eel ~J.mets, the gas-masks, the aircra ft 

"spa res". Up scro.mble the men - none of your elegant 

Croydon step- l a dders here. A couple of Intelligence Officers 

hurry across from the Mess. They, too, are leaving. 

Doors are closed. Eight great propellors whirr. 

The giants turn easily in their own length, gather speed along 

the run-way, and a re off on the l ast lap of their jour.ney. 

Within a:n hour, the SQuadron will be on duty aga in, 

a s a complete and self-contained unit, more tha n 100 miles 

away. 

AIR MI NI STRY, 
WHITEHALL. S.W. 1. 
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AIR MINISTRY CJ'.1,S)UALTY COIVIL1UNIQUE N0.15. 

ROYAL AIR FORC~. 

The Air Ministry regrets to announce the following 
c~sualties on various dates, 

ENTWISTLE 
PACKER 
WALLER 

KILLED IN ACTION 

542335 
563998 
517236 

Aircraftman 1st Class, R. 
Flight Sergeant, W.H • . 
Sergeant, F.E. 

PREVIOUSLY REPORTED ''MISSING" NOW REPORTED 
"KILLED IN ACTION". 

SADLER 
STORR 
TVVINNING 

40061 
514006 
543541 

Flying Officer, J.T,B. 
Sergeant, G. 
A:i,rcraftman 2nd Class, F,A. 

PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 11 MISSING BELIEVED KILLED" 
NOW REPORTED ''KILLED IJ1 ACTION". 

BRITTON 
BROWN 

PARTON 

POLHILL 
TURNBULL 
WARREN 

BEAUMONT 
BRACE 
COCKAYNE 
COOPER 
FORSYTH 
HEYWOOD 
HODGE 
HOULDSWORTH 
JONES 
LENIS 
WHITEHOUSE 

547193 
562022 

A::i.rcraftman 2nd ·CJ.ass, R. V. 
Acting Sergeant, W. 

WOUN:QED IN ACTIQtf.-

580673 

MJ_SSING. 

551731 
521968 
547949 

Acting Serge ant, L. W. 

Aircraftman 1st Class, E.M.G. 
Sergeant, J.B.A. 
Aircraftman 1st Class, P,J, 

MISSING. BELI~VED KILLED ~N ACTION. 

516285 
563894 
550939 

39065 
520361 
523569 
531390 
546818 
563978 
40399 

528158 

Aircraftman 1st Class, H,E. 
Sergeant~ R.H,J. 
Corporal9 H.J. 
Flying Officer, J.A.H, 
Leading Aircraftman, R. 
Ajrcraftman 1st Class, R. 
Leading Aircraftman, D.G. · 
Aircraftman 2nd Class, H, 
Sergeant 9 T.E. 
Pilot Officer, N.L. 
Corporalj H,D. 
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KILLED ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 

BA!\TKS 
FORTNUE 
KEATING 
KING 
MAIJ.JER 
NEWBTGGING 
OVERl~ T,L 
ROSS 
RUSSELL-FORB~S 
SIDDONS 
SMITH 
STEVENS 
THOM 
TIPPLE 
WALKER 
YELLAND 

745332 
41278 

34882 5 
635974 

42246 
700221 
632442 
42888 
41743 

581355 
581766 
42273 

580682 
42031 
36115 
41892 

Sergeant, A.G. 
Pilot Officer$ M. 
Corporal, T.A. 
Aircraftman 1st Class, T.D. 
Pilot Officer, M.E.G. 
Sergeant, S.H. · 
Aircraftman 2nd· Class, F,C. 
Acting Pilot Officer, P. 
Pilot Officer, R.A. 
Leading Aircraftman, T.D. 
Flight Cadet, W.A. 
Pilot Officer, C.D. 
Sergeant, L. 
Pilot Officer, H.G. 
Acting Flight Lieutenant, P.D. 
Pilot Officer, H.G. 

MISSING, BELIEV~D KILLED ON ACTIVE SERVICE, 

BUCKLAND 
CAMERON 

619734 
41900 

Aircraftman 2nd Class, J.C. 
Pilot Officer, A. 

DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 

BINGHAM 
EDWARDS 
Mc. CLUGGAGE 
NAYLOR 
SKINNER 
SMITH 
~V I LS ON 

10190 
626364 
521091 
569513 
33286 

520179 
617452 

Press and Publicity Branch, 
Air Ministry, 

King Charles Street, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. 

21st December, 1939. 

Squadron Leader, S. 
Aircraftman 2nd Class, R.H. 
Sergeant, E. 
Leading Aircraftman~ E.J. 
Flight Lieutenant, M.P. 
Leading Aircraftman, I.J.T. 
Aircraftman 2nd Class, H. 
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FREN CH OFFICIAL COl'JIMUNIQUE (Morning) 

The f'ollowing communique was issued this morning 

by the French G.H.Q. :-

Nothing of importance to report. 

---000--



EMPIRE AFFAIRS 

ULSTER GROWS_MO:i:g::;~FQQ~ 

ALLOTMENT GARDEN CAl\il:?. AlGl'I 

By the Spring of 1940 thousands of Ulster people 

will for the first time be the pPoducer•s of their own 

·•regetables. 

Local Government bodies are co-·operating with the 

Central Allotments Committee of Northern Ireland in the 

provision of garden plots and allotr11entso Buying 

co-operatively, the Committee assures ulot holders of a 

variety of seed, fertilisers and sk1lled advice for 15/­

a year~ including the rent" 

It is estimated that each of th e 50 villages sharing 

in this food production campaign will have about 10 acres 

for vegetables; in the larger centres 40 to 50 acres will 

be tilled. 

The Rural Development Council and the Northern Ireland 

Council of Social Service are putting their full weight 

into the campaign. The R.D . Cc is concerned principally 

in preserving amenities and in the careful layout of the 

allotment areas~ while the Social Service group encourages 

the allocation of plotc to 'l'~ ~ ·".t'. l '.":,u v "1 meno 
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AIR MINISTRY BULLETI N 

(No~ to be g,uotcq .~1s an Air rHnistry announcement) 

R. A. F. ENJOYING CHRIS'r~:TAS. 

The R.A.F. is working up for Christmas. 

Here is the pre-Christmas progrnmrne of 

entertainment at one Fighter Command station - a lor. cly spot 

on wind-swept fields fifteen miles from the nearest cinema:-

MONDAY - Children's party. 

TUESDAY - Wh i s t Drive with 40 tables. 

WEDNESDAY - Concert party supplied by N.A.A.F.I. 

THURSDAY) - Station conce rt party. 
FRIDAY ) 

SATURDAY - Dance for officers and men organised 
by the W,A.A.F. 

SUNDAY - "Open house" in the Sergeants' Mess. 

At this station the Commnnding Officer is an "ace" 

of the last war, a man who knows how to spot talent. Jilllong 

the men and women under his command he has discovered amateur 

crooners galore, two officers who were once members of a 

professional dance band, a tumbl e r actJ a pilot who has acted 

Shakespeare and wants to continue doing so] Ctnd a first-class 

conjurer. 

And the do.y a: · 'i night watch of his fighter 

aircraft is still be ing kept as a lways. 

----oOo----
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ROLLING IN FROM RIO. 

£5,000 has been collected by British residents in 

Rio de Janeiro for the Red Cross Fund. 

---------000---------
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LOOKING AFTER THE EMPIRE'S FIGHTERS 

OVERSEAS LEAGUE HOSPITALITY SCJHEME 

Fifty Newfoundland soruncn, who have come to this country 

to join up for minesweeping services, arc being entertaine~ 

to Luncheon on Saturday December 23, at the overse as ~eague. 

The lunch is being provided by the generosity of Lady 

Lucas , the wife of the Welcome Committee Chairman, and the 

Trade Commissioner for Newfoundland, Mr. D.J. Davies, ~nd 

MrR. Davie s, will help e nte rtai n the men. 

The lunch is part of the Hospit a lity Scheme which the 

Oversea~ League ha s uncertakon on behalf of the men a nd 

officers of His Majesty's Forces who come from overseas. 

Many of them will be guests a t the Le ague Christmas Day 

Dinner and Dance, and private hospitality has been a rranged 

for men from J ama ica , Yndia , Canada , Australia and indeed 

a lmost every part of the Empire. 



• MINISTRY OF LABOUR & NATIONAL @ SERVICE 

Press Notice 

FIJRNI'l1URE MMNUFAC TUIUNG TRADE • ·---------

The M:i.r.dster of Labour and National Service has given 

notice of a draft Special Order apFlying the Trade Boards 

Acts, 1909 and 1918, to the Furniture :Manufacturing Trade. In 

the event of objections b e:Lng made to the draft Special Order 

on or before the 31st January, 1940, next, which are not met or 

wi tharawn, it will be necessary, before the Order is made, for 

a Public Enquiry to be held. In this event public notice will 

be given. 

Copies of the draft Special Order may be obtained on 

application in writing to the Secretary, Minis try of Labour and 

National Service, Sunnyside Mansions Hotel, Knowsley Road, 

Southport, Lanes. 

Press Office, 

Ministry of Labour and National Service, 

Montagu. House, Whitehall, Sv Vl .1. 

!~_1.e12hone ~ Wh:i. tehall 6 200. 

H.Q.475-486 L.I. 

l~H&-1429) Wt. 38887-6885 20,000 12/39 T .8. 677 



THE llrOLLOWING l\'iUST NOT BE 1. :DOTED AS AN ADMIRALTY 

STATEMENT. 

It is now possible to tell the whole story of the sinking 
of the Dutch tanker SLlE. ··RECHT by a U-boat" '.r;his neutral 
ship 1 bound for a neuLdl port 9 was sunk 150 miles from land 
in bad weather and no provision whatever was made for the 

. safety of the crew. 

It will be recollected that Germany sought to cover up 
this disgraceful act by claiming that a British Q ship flying 
Dutch colours had been sunk by a U-boat in the Atlantic. This 
claim was naturally dropped when five members of the crew of 
the SLIEDRECHT reached a West Coast port a~ter being adrift in 
an open boat in the Atlantic for seven and a half days before 
being picked up by a British trawlero 

Pieter Brons mate of the SLIEDRECHT who comes from 
Vlaardingon, in Holland, said in an interview in hospital 
that the SLIEDRECHT was about 150 miles west of Ireland at 
8. 30 p.m. on November 16th when a Germ.an submarine signalled 
to her to stop and have the ship's papers sent over. The 
small boat was launched and Brons and four others rowed 
across but owing to the high swell it was with difficulty 
that they could get alongside the submarine. After examining 
the ship's papers the submarine commander said that he would 
have to sink the SLIEDRECHT and he gave us half an hour to 
abandon ship. 

"We told him that it was a neutral ship bound for a 
neutral port, but he said he would still have to sink the 
ship," explained Brons. "We then aslrnd him to take us aboard 
the submarine and transfer us to another vessel but he 
refused saying that he had no room. 

"Before we returned t o our ship the submarine commander 
warne~ us that if we gave any distress signals we would be 
immediately sunk without further warning. The sea was so 
rough that we took nearly half an hour to row back to the 
SLIEDRECHT and we only had time to yell to those on board to 
abandon ship as she was going to be sunk. The remaining 26 
members of the crew then launched the lifeboat and rowed 
away from the tanker. Soon afterwards the submarine fired a 
torpedo which exploded with a terrific flash. I shall never 
forget that terrible flame that leapt from the vessel as the 
torpedo struck. 

"After the ship had sunk we stayed near the spot in the 
hope of being picked up by another ship but none came in 
sight. We tried to get near the other lifeboat to take off 
some of the crew as she was overcrowded but could not reach 
her on account of the high seas. We saw her signalling in. 
i)'hie· dar1n1eEHf/. The submarl}fe :a~so i3mv he:" a ·~griailhlg ..an1 

; .: . .. .. 

fihred ~ w~rnillil:dshot . across the boat. When dawn came the ot er boat nad~ isappearea. 
"Towards/ 
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"Towards the evening of the day following the 
sinking of our boat the wenther got worse and we set a 
course as best we could for the east hoping th~t the wind 
would blow us towards the Irish Coas t in spite of the 
northward drift of the Gulf Strerun. We had no compass 
and relied on the stnrs when v1e could see them. We had 
a little bread and water on board and this was all the 
food vve had. 

11 We o.11 hnd overcoats but that was the only 
protection we had against the wind and the sen. We were 
never dry. We were soaked to the skin from the time our 
ship sank to the time that we were picked up. 

"We were cont-inually bailing the boat and one 
night we had to empty her three times on account or the 
high seas. 

"On Wednesday night, No vember 22, the weather 
got slightly better and we we re able to make a sail friom 
two overcoats and wi th the wind still from the west we were 
able to continue on our course o Although none of us had a 
watoh we calculated that about seven o'clock that night we 
~aw a bright light in tho dist8nce and at first thought it 
was coming from a fishing boat. Being so low down anc1 the 
sea so rough, it was very difficult for us to distinguish 
the light but as we got nearer we could see that it was a 
lighthouse. 

11 In the moonlight we saw cliffs behind the 
lighthouse, so after sailing until we we re approximately 
ten miles distant from the light vve lay to so that we would 
not be driven on to the rocks in the darkness. But the 
current and the wind took us in shore and we were only about 
two miles from the lighthouse when morning came. Two hours 
later we sailed past the lighthouse, wh ich we were 't·old 
later was the Barra Hc::ad Lighthouse, in the hope that those 
in charge would see us and signal for help. Getting to the 
other side of the Islunc1 we snw a trawler not far off and 
with what little strength vve had left we yelled and shouted 
and eventually a~~racted its attention. 

"We were taken .aboard wet and stiff with the 
cold but still a_:_ i ve. Vie had al l given up hope of being 
rescued and were wait ing for the end 11

• 

The surv ivors were so exhausted when they 
were t aken en board the MERISA that they had to be carried 
out of their small bo at. The trawler conveyed them to 
Oban where they were conveyed by ambulance to the West 
Highland Cottage Hospital" 

The names of the surv ivors are Pieter B~ons 
skipper; Basteaan Storm, Lunairt vd Knoozr; Ardiannus Driessen; 
Huebert Deyong. 

?-TAVAL AFFAIRS 
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BOARD OF TRADE ANNOUNCEUENT. 

Export Licences. 

The Board of Trade have issued an open general 
licence No. G.Lo 22-7 in substitution for the present 
open general licence for exports to Eire. The changes 
effected by the new licence aJ'.'e that as from 23th December, 
when it comes into f'or>ce, licences will be req\.lired 
for the export to Eir8 of agricultural and hor·tj c"L:.J.tural 
seeds, and of rough diamonds, and industrial diamonds, 
but licences will no longer be required for fish of any 
kinds, condensed and dried milk, and silk. 

Board of Trade, 

22nd December, 1939. 



AIR MINISTRY 22/12/39 ••••••• No. 13. 

AIR RAIDERS OFF SCOTTISH COAST 

The Air Ministry announces:-

Enemy aircraft were reported off the Firth of Forth 

this morning. Fighter aircraft were sent up to intercept 

them. At a considerable height contact was made with an 

enemy aircraft ·which was identified as a Heinkel 111. On 

being engaged, the Heinkel dived into the clouds but was 

followed by the leader of our own formation. On emerging 

·between two layers of cloud, the enemy was re-engaged and 

after a further attack by a fighter continued its dive and 

was lost in the lower cloud level. 

-------000---------- . 
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SOCK'.3 FROM AUSTRALIAN SHEEP 

COUNTRY WOM]!1N SPIN THEIR OWN FLEEC~ 

In the big parcels of knitted comforts for the 

troops that arrive on every ship from Sydney, are socks 

tha t have been sent from women in the fr.:tr west of New 

South W8. les, vvhe re there is often an interval of weeks 

between mail-days. 

Many of these women do all the work o:f their 

sta ti ons while their menfolk are in camp; but they h3Ve 

their own spinning-wheels nnd in leisure moments spin 

the :fleeces th~ t come from their own sheeps' backs, and 

forward the gifts to EBydney. 
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PRESS NOTICE 

On 8th September the Treasury announced the 

suspension for the time being 0f licences issued under 

Section 8 of the Finance Act 19360 The Treasury no1p give 

notice that they will consider applications for licences to 

import, free of duty, goods intended to be used in scientific 

research, 

Such applications, which should be addressed to 

The Secretary, H. M. Treasury, Whitehall, S. \1 .1. , must b e made 

on behalf of educ ational institutions, hospitals, or recognised 

scientific laboratori es (including laborat)ries maintained by 

industrial organisations or consultants) and must be accompanied 

by a written statement by the res ponsible professor or director. 

This statement should indic ate the scientific purpose for r1hich 

the goods are required and justif;y the claim that a suitable 

alternative is not obtainable in the United Kingdom. 

All applications must be made before the deli very ')f 

the goods to the importer, anc1 steris should be talrnn to ascertain 

whether the class of goods v1hich it is desired to import is one 

of those r equiring an import licencee If such a licence is 

necess ary the importer should not arr ange to ship the goods 

until he h as obtained a lic ence from the Import Licensing 

Department of the Board of Tradeo 

---oOo---

H. f,I . TREf'.SURY. 
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WAR IN THE FAR EAST - -.... - . 

THE PR013LEMS OF HONG KONG 

An atmosphere of war is nothing new to the Colony of Hong Kong, 

which has had many problems thrust upon it since the outbreak of the 

Sino-Japanese hostilities" 

In a report published this morning it is stated that the two 

outstanding effects of that war have been an enormous increase of refugee 

population, and the diversion to the Colony of trade formerly conducted 

through other portso 

True to its policy of maintaining the freedom of the port and of 

placing no restrictions on the ingress or egress of the Chinese 

population, the Government of Hong Kong have had to care for tens of 

thousands of war-stricken refugeeso The vast majority of them were 

friendless and destitute, and it was estimated tha t as many as 27,000 

slept nightly in the streetso Chinese tenement houses which normally 

shelter 18 persons on every floor, increased their populations to 60 a 

flooro 

Sanitary conditions naturally deteriorated , and there were serious 
outbreaks 
/of smallpox and cholerao All charitable institutions in the colony did 

their utmost to cope with the destitute; but their combined resources 

were utterly inadeg_uateo 

The Government promp tly stepped in and shouldered the major part 

of the burden, At a cost of ~500,000 three refugee camps were built, 

designed to hold about 5,000 p ersonso After the fall of Canton a fourth 

camp was constructed, arJd later in the year further railway--truck camps 

~ere opened near the mai r land frontiero 

Some idea of the extent of the probl~m can be gauged from the 

fact that 305,957 more pers ons arrived in the Colony in 1938 by railway 

and by ocean and river steamer than dep artedo This figure does not 

include the thousands arri ving by sampan , junk , ferry, launch and on 

foo t . 

The s i tuation i s , however, now well in hand, and the bulk of the 

refuge e s fron neighbo u.ring provinces have returned to their villages; 

about 7,000 still remain in the ca~pso 

+++++++ ++++ 



The following is a copy of correspondei.1ce betvreen the 

President of the Board of Trade and ?lir Percy Ashley the Chairman 

of the Cotton Board. 

21st December, 1939. 

Dear Sir Percy Ashley, 

I am now able to inforl:1 you of the decision on the 
Cotton Board's proposals regarding cotton yarn prices and 
regarding a levy on raw cotton which I discussed with you 
and 71r. Frank Platt at the beginning of this ;-,1onth. 

As I explained to y ou, the proposals for the 
establishment of fixed prices for cotton yarns go beyond 
the measures hitherto regarded as necessary for the purpose 
of vvar time control in other industries, and I feel some 
doubt as to whether those proposals could have been 
justified but for their connection with the Cotton Board's 
plans for development of the export trade. 

We are a greed that the present prices for certain of 
the coarser yarns are undly high a n d that ~eduction to the 
level that t h e Cotton Board are noB proposinrr will be of 
advantac~e to the ex:port trade. · .•hether it is j:1ecessar·

1
,r 

t o establish that ~evel, not merely as a maximum but a so 
as a rnin i ·:nun :price leval, v1as a g_ues ti on we had to discuss; 
but for my pa rt I accept the assurances you have given to 
!1e tha t the st~J ility provided by fixed prices for cotton 
yarn s is urge11tly ~1.e cded as a basis for developme:..1t of 
exports. The c+overnxnen t have therefore agreed that the 
_Ii n ister of su:9ply should take steps under the Defence 
Reg ulations to give effect to arra~Iements for fixed prices. 
The i1ecessary Order will be made shortly a nd I shall be 
glad if the Cotton Board '7ill keep me closely i nformed as 
to the -i:irogx•ess thut is beL1g ;mde and, in partic1.llar, as to 
the special ar1·a•1gff11eats tha t a re bei,1g made to ass ist the 
develop.'le ;-1. t of export t:i."ade. 

The Cotton Bo3rd also propose that there should be a 
levy on raw cotton to enable ther:.1 to fi ~.ance certain 
services that are needed for the pur•}Of:3C of safeguardii-tg and 
of promoting the develoF:1ei1t of' ex ~ort trade in the i ndEstry . 
These services i~clude technical research a nd research i n to 
marlrnt conditions overseas, to.::;ether vri th publicity and 
similar measures for increasi;ng the co::.1sll.m!)tion of United 
Kingdom cotton e;oods. 'rl1e n atter is, I ni·tdersta;-,cl , still 
uncler discussion rri th the Cotton :Joarc1 a ·1c1 other bodies 
representing various sections of the cotton ind •stry, but 
I am able to tell you in adva •'.ce th2_ t, assuming a sa tisfactczy 
outco;-ne of th .:; discussion3 , the G.-overnn1ei1t v-rill IJe 
prepared to pPopose to Parlia;-.1e ~1t \'Ti thout delay the leg:islatic.n 
n'.e cessary for the purp ose o:f 2 levy at a rate not exceedLlG 
.04d. per lb. of ra~ cotton . It is ulso proposed that in 
accordance ,.;ith the Cotton Board's further reconmendation, 
this leg islation should contain provisions at1thorisin3 the 

-1-

Sir Percy Ashle y, rr -~ ,..., 
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Board of Trade, with the approval of the Treasury, to 
contribute towards the cost of market investigation, etc., 
amounts not exceeding one-half of the expenditure on 
approved projects, subject in any year to a maximum of 
£40,000. 

Dear President, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) OLIVER STANLEY. 

THE COTTON BOARD 

Blackf'riars House, 
Manchester. 

22nd December, 1939. 

I have to thank you for your letter of the 21st December. 
My colleagues and I appreciate very greatly the intimation 
that the Government are prepared, subject to the condition 
indicated in your letter, to introduce at an early date 
legislation to give effe-ct to the proposals we have submitted 
to you for setting up a Cotton Board on a statutory basis 
and provided with the means of assisting research and market 
investigation. 

I can assure you that we shall do all in our power to 
co-operate effectively with the Board of Trade in the effort 
to maintain and develop the export trade, and we believe 
that the action now being taken to establish a stable basis 
for yarn prices is an important first step towards that 
end~ 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) PERCY ASHLEY. 

Chairman of the Cotton Board. 

-2-



?2/12/39 - No . 18. 

BOARD OF TRADE ANNOUNCETAENT . 

IMPORTS PROM FRAJ.\J"CE . 

In the spirit of the conversations between the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the I:'rench Minister of 
Finance regarding the necessity for close and continuous 
An.glo - Prench co- operation in the financia l and econowic 
spheres, further a6.justmer1 ts of the Uni t ed Kingdom import 
restrictions are being made in regard to certain Pren.ch 
products. 'rhese adjustments , 1:rhich were decided upon some 
time ago , will ope.rate as from the beginning of 
January 1 940. 

As from the beginning of January 1 940 there will 
be some further increase in the permitted i mports of most 
kiads of textiles and apparel from l<'rance. Li cences will 
also be issued for the i mpor·tation f'rom I0rance of increased 
quantities of footwear , shellfish , slates a:ad one or two 
other products . 

These measures form an integral part of the spec i al 
economic and f inanc i al arranc;-ernents which are in force 
between His ivis.j esty ' s Government and the French Government. 

Board of Tr ade , 

22nd December, 1 939 . 



22/12/39 

Christmas, the Salvage Department of the Ministry of 

Supply points out, presents a great opportunity to save 

paper in the national interesto Normally at this time 

of year something like 10,000 tons of wrapping papers and 

cards arc wasted by householderso 

The Ministry urges that householders this year should 

keep their w.r•.appings from presents Y envelopes and cards 

separate from general refuse. By this means paper and 

cardboard v-1hich othervvise would be wasted may be collscted 

in a clean condition in those districts where local Councils 

and Boy Scouts organisations h c,ve undertaken this work. 

Christmas cards may still be sent to Hospitals the 

Ministry suggests, and indeed a useful service will be 

done if this practice continues. 

After the Hospitals have finished with the cards they 

will be collected in bulk for re-use under the Ministry's 

Salvage schem8o 

-----000-----

MINISTRY OF SUPPIY 
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MINISTRY OF SUPPLY ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

Scientific Research and Technical Development. 

The Minister of Supply, Mr . Burgin, has set up an 

Advisory Council on Scientific Research and Technical 

Development to advise him on scientific and technical problems. 

The Ministry of Supply, through its Directorate of 

Scientific Research, controls a large volume of scientific and 

technical work with direct application to military needs. The 

Council, which is composed of men eminent in the various branches 

of science with which the Ministry is concerned, will ensure 

that this work is conducted with due regard to recent advances 

in scientific knowledge~ The Council will also initiate new 

proposals for research and technical development, and make 

recommendations regarding the most effective use of scientific 

personnel. 

, The Council, of which Lord Cadman of Silverdale~ G.C.M.G., 

D.sc., t.L.D., is Chairman, will be constituted as follows~-

Professor E.N. da c. Andrade, D.Sc., F.R . s . 
Professor of Physics, University of London. 

E~V~ Appleton, Esq., M. A., D.Sc ., LL.D., F.R.S., 
Secretary, Department of Scientific & Industrial Research 

Sir Joseph Barcroft, C.B.E., M.A., D.Sc., F.R.s. 
Formerly Professor of Physiology, Cambridge . 

P~ofessor W.L. Bragg, O.B.E., M.C., M.A., D,Se., F.R.S., 
Professor of Physics, Cambridge. 

Major-General E.M.C. Clarke, 
Director of Artillery (Military Adviser) 

Ministry of Supply. 

Professor J . D. Cockcroft, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S . 
· Profe s sor of Natural Philosophy, Cambridge . 

Major-General A.E. Davidson, O . B~, D.S.O., 
Controller of Mechanization development (Military 

Ministry of Supply. ' · Adviser) 

H,J.Gough, Esq., M. B. E. , D.Sc., M.I.Mech.E. , F.R.S. 
Director of Scientific Research. 
- Ministry of Supply. 

H.L. Guy, Esq. 7 D.Sc ., M.I.Mech. E., .M.Inst.C .E., F.R.S. 
Chief Engineer, Mechanical Engineering Department, 

Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Company Limited. 

-1-



Tel. No. - Gerrard 693J. 

Any further communication on this 
subject should be addressed to :-

The Secretary, 
Ministry of Supply, 

London, W.C.2. 
:1 nd the fol!owing number quote<l . 

•• 

MINISTRY OF SUPPLY, 

THE ADELPHI, 

LONDON, W.C.2. 



D.495. 

Brig-General Sir Harold B. Hartley, C.B.E., M,C., M.A., D.Sc., 
F. R.S. 

Vice-President & Director of Research, L.M.S. Railway 
and Chairman of the Fuel Research Board. ' 

Professor I.M. Heilbron, D.s.o., D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.S~ 
Professor of Organic Chemistry, University of London. 

ProfesBor A.V. Hill, O. B.E., M.A., D,Sc., LL.D., F.R~S., 
Secretary Royal Society, & Foulerton Research Professor 

(Physiology) 

Professor R.S. Hutton, M.A., D.Sc., 
Professor of Metallurgy , Cambridge. 

Sir Robert Robertson, K.B.E., M.A., D.Sc., LL~D., F.R.S., 
Director of the Salters' Institute of Industrial Chemist:ey; 
Formerly Government Chemist. 

Sir Robert Robinson, M.A., D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.S• 9 

Professor of Chemistry, Oxford. 

J. Rogers, Esq., O.B.E., 
Deputy Director-General of Explosives, 

Ministry of Supply, 

Sir Frank E. Smith, G. B. E • , K. C. B. 9 D •Sc. , LL. D. , F. R. S. , 
Director of Instrument Production, Ministry of Supply, 
Director of Rese arch, Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. 

Professor R.V. Southwell, M.A., M.I~Mech.E., F.R.s., 
Professor of Engineering, Oxford. 

Professor G ~I. Taylor, M.A. , D.Sc., D.C.L., F.R.S., 
Yarrow Re seerch Professor of the Royal Society 

(Engineering) 

Lt.-Gen. Sir Maurice Taylor , K. C.B., C.M.G., D.s.o., 
Senior rilili tary Adviser , Ministry of Supply. 

Sir Henry T. Tizard, K.C.B. , A.F. c . , M.A., F. R.s., 
Rector of I mperia l Coll ege of Sc ience ; 
Chairman, Aeronautical Research Committee. 

The Joint Secre t aries of the Council will be E.T. Paris, Esq. 
D~S.Cq andF. Roff ey , Esq.l' B.Sc. , Ph.D., Ministry of Supply, 
Adelphi, W. C. 2. 

The Admiralty, Air Ministry anQ Ministry of Home Security 
are also represented on 1he Council. 

Ministry of Supply, 
Press Office. 
22/13/39. 



22.12 .. 39. - No.21,. 

MilTISTRY OF m.;;ALTH. 

MilTISTER THANKS LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

The Minister of Health (Mro Walter Elliot) has sent 
Christmas messages to the local authorities expressing his deep 
appreciation of "the efficiency, devotion and sympathy" with 
which County, Borough, Urban and Rural Councils have played 
their part in the Governrnent's Evacuation Scheme. 

Twelve months ago, writes Mr. Elliot, when the local 
authorities' organisations took part in a conference at the 
Ministry of Health, their representatives assured Ministers of 
their readiness to co-operate in the preparation and, if necessary, 
the execution of the schemeo Those assurances have been more 
than fulfilled by the performance of the local authorities during 
the year. 

"The arrangements have involved an enormous expansion of the 
normal activities of the local authorities - they have indeed 
required the creation and maintenance of a big organisation of 
a kind -:: o which the authorities have not been accustomed •. 

"There can be few homes which have not been affected in one 
way or another by these activitieso I recognise to the full the 
call for devoted service which has been made upon local authoritiee 
and the residents in their townso They are, I kn.ow, continuing 
this service by their efforts to give a happy Christmas to the 
childr®n who have been evacuated and who will, I hope, stay in the 
homes which have been found for them until they can returP in 
safety to their homeso 

"The County Councils have had a double part to discharge 11'2 
this work. In the preparatory arrangements they acted as 
co-ordinating authorities for the efforts of the country as a 
whole, and I have been particularly glad to see the spirit of 
co-operation and harmony in which the efforts of all authorities 
have been carried out in this national service. 

"Without organising ability, local initiative and sympathy 
between local authorities and residents, the soheme could not have 
achieved the success it has." 

These messages have been sent to Lord Derby, Bresident of the 
Association of Municipal Corporations, Lord Bayford, President of 
the County Councils Association, Lord Denham, President of the 
Urban District Councils Association, Sir Percy Hurd, M.P., President 
of the Rural District Councils Association, and Mrs E.M. Lowe, 
Chairman of the London County Council. 

MilTISTRY OF HEALTH, 
VlHITEHALL 2 S • V! . 1 • 

-------000-------



MINISTRY OF HEALTH 22/12l39 - Noo22 

Mr. Walter Elliot, the Minister of Health, this 
(Friday) morning received a deputation from the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Great Britain and the National Pharmaceutical 
Union about the medical treatment of unaccompanied children 
evacuated under the Government scheme. The deputation was 
introduced by Mr. We Deacon, the President of tf1e Pharmaceutical 
Society, and Mr. Mallinson, the Secretary of the National 
Pharmaceutical Union, also spoke , 

The deputation recognised that the arrangements for 
the treatment of the cM.ldren had to be made as a matter of 
urgency, but they regretted that the principle under which 
medicines were supplied by the chemists on the prescription 
of the doctors, and not by the doctors themselves, had been 
departed from without consultation with the pl1armaceutical 
bodiesa This principJ.e had been established by the National 
health Insurance Act, and had worked extremely satisfactorily 
for over 25 yearso They hoi)ed therefore that the -present 
arrangement was not to be re~arde d as a precedenta -

In reply the Minister said that the arrangements were 
made towards the end of Augustp when events were mov ing with 
great rapidity and the j_mmi:nence of war made it necessary to 
reach immediate agreement. To have brought a third party into 
the negotiations would have caused delay, and therefore nego­
tiations were undertaken only with the British Medical Asso­
ciation acting on behalf of the doctorso He regretted th8t 
there had not been time to consult . the pharmacists, but gave 
the deputation the assurance, which he promised to confirm in 
writing, that these arrangements, which wer e limited to 
unaccom~9anied school-children, were pur•ely emergency arrangements. 
They did not indicate any desire to depart from the principle 
established by the National Health Insurance Act, which it was 
the intention of the Ministry to maintain. He did not feel 
that it was practicable at this date to substi tut , ; fresh 
arrangements for the treatment of the unaccompanied school­
childreno He would, hovvever 9 do anything he could to 
facilitate the wider adoption of the agreements which had 
already been made in some areas between the local emergency 
medical commi tteE; representin·g ~he doctors, and the chemists, 
whereby medicines needed by the children would be supplied by 
the chemists on prescriptions issued by the doctors. 

The deputation thanked the Minister for his assuranceso \ 

Ministry of Health~ 
Whitehall, s.w.1 
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MAHARAJ A OF RAJPIPLJ~S GIFT 

His Highness tho Mahnr 8 j n of Rn jpipln hns offered, 

a s from J anunry next 1 in t welve instalments, one l nkh 

of rupees for wn r purposes. He hns expre s sed n desire 

that the first ins t nl mcnt sh nll be cR rmnrkc d f or cigRrette s 

for the troops in France. In ncc ep ting thi s gift, Hi s 

Excellency the Viceroy hns express ed his dee~ R .precin tion. 

( Issue d by authority of tho Indi a Office which should not 
be quoted) 

•, 



22/12/39 - No.24. 

MINISTRY OF FOOD .ANNOUNCEMENT 

FOOD PROBLEMS 

HELP FROM HOUSEV'/IVES 

The Minister of Food, Mr. W.So Morrison, M,P. has 

received a great many offers of help from voluntary, 

commercial and professional organisations who are providing 

food lectures and demonstrations. Mr. Morrison has 

recently replied to a letter from Lady Reading, writing as 

Chairman of the viromen' s Voluntary Services for Civil 

Defence, as follows:-

"Dear Lady Reading, 

Great Westminster House 
s. w. 1. 

21st December, 1939, 

Thank you for your letter of the 18th December 

containing an offer to place the resources of your organ-

isation at the disposal of my Department. 

I am most grateful to you, and as you will know offers 

of help have already been received from many of the bodies 

in your Food Advisory Group. The question as to the best 

lines on which such help can be most usefully directed is 

being very carefully worked out here in close consultation 

with other Departments. 

I am impressed by the need for guidance to the general 

public on the problems likely to arise, Rnd I am very 

anxious to secure all the co-operation possible, especially 

from women's organisations. The steps necessary to make 

full use of your off er are being taken and I would again 

express my thanks for itG 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) w.sQ MORRISON." 

22nd December, 1939. 



EMPIRE AFFAI RS 22.12.39. - No. 25. 

WH I THER CEYLON 

Two appar ently cpposing tendencies a re 

striving for mastery in Ceylon, it is suggested 

in the Annual Genera l Report for 1938 (H. M. St ationery 

Office, No. 1922. Pric ... 3 3/ -). The issue is whether 

the Colony should try to develop her fore ign trade at 

the expense of h e r inte rna l development, or whether 

she should be prep a r ed to s acrifice he r export trade and 

concentra t e on the production of her own food and as far 

as poss ible p ro duce he r own clothing . 

I n t he fi r s t d irec tion the Chamber of Commerce 

i s putting out ene r ge tic efforta, while the Department of 

Agriculture i s no l ess ene r getic in trying to make Ceylon 

s elf-sufficing in the matte r of food. 

The bes t s olution, in the official view, 

lies in the adop tion of a middle cours e, the time being 

past wh en, in t he words of t h e Report, "na tions c an 

adopt an e rs a tz policy with s uccess and live a t home 11
• 

---oOo---



NOT TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE ISSUE OF LOI·1)0N GAZETTE ON 22ND, DECEMBER. 

The wa r Office, 

London , S. W. l . 

22nd December, 1939. 

The 1'iar Office announces tha t His Majesty The 

King hss be •"m gracirmsly -ole CJ. sed to a 11'lrov e of the 

ai·ypointment of Her Ma j r:::. sty r~ueen Iviary, Colonel-in-Chief 

l3th/~_8th Roye..l Hussars ( r~ue en Mary ' s Own)._ The r;ueen ' s 

RoyG:L Hegiment ( West Surrey ) 9 Worcester & Oxfordshire 

Yeoma m·y .l,nt:i.- 'I'ank Regiment , Royal Artillery,, President 

'~ueen J::. l c:x:.:. nd.ra ' s Impe r isl Ivii li tary Nurs i ng Service, 

'rerri to :c i s. 1 j, rmy NUI'Sing ::3 ervice 9 a nd c ueen Alexandra ! s 

Arm;y Nursing Bon2d , from '·orcester and Oxfordshire 

Yeomc.nry , Anti -Tank Regiment, to be Colonel-in-Chief, 

Oxfordshir e Yeomanry, Anti-Tank Regiment 9 Royal Artillery. 



'i'he 'li/a r Office, 

J, udon , 8. VI/ . 1. 

22nd December , 1939 . 

Toni@1t's London Gazette states tha t His MRjesty 

The King il< s been grecio11 sly pleased to apnrove of the 

undermentioned r ew2,rds for distin,gu ished services r endered in 

the f ield i n connection with o·,l')erat ions in Pa l estine during the 

period. 1st j.,·:ir n to 30th July , 1939: -

Li eu t e nant - Colonel ( s ince JJrornoted Colonel 9 temp0rary 
B ,, . .. ,., ;l. "' .• ) . ' r . ·r··'·' .. , ·1 ., ( 'l- ,., -L . .. , l)n C' 0 T\•T c . I J. fr· ., u.l,_,l. ··1 l~-~-l c.L rrl L V C. ... OCJ:C __ .ilo. D. lll ."\.a.rnuaen, 1v.- • , 

1st Bnttalj,.;n , '.Che HE<n1r:ithi1·e Regiment. 

J .... i eutene:n t-Colnnel J.i l nn L<' c:~Y/ 1.[T:1l Ritch i e 9 1st Battalion, 
'I'he J-,rg~;ll a n d ~ut1ic rlancl Hi r li:l.£0.nrlers ( :'::':i:incess Louise 's). 

l\lD ,j or 
The 

Major HrH<.::>:. Ger~:, ld Veasey, ;Jnd B2ttal i on , The ~~ueen ' s 
Royul hc g iment ( ~ est Surre~) . 

Major l\ilE>.x1.vel l !~l ri ngton , The Border Regiment. 

rrih'"' "' i" 11" ·'-rrn Cro"'S ~-~-~· ··-~---, ... ~~~·-".!L·-· ---·~ :.?.:. .... . 

Cnp t o in Eontngue Fell Sydenham Sydenham-Clci.rke , 
2nd Bc=;_ tt a li0n, The C,u een 1 s Hoy:::, l Regiment ( West Surrey). 

L~ 3 ·,J.t cn:::.n t Ric.ho.rd Geort"e J?ellowes Frisby, 1st Battalion 1 

'i'hc :amp shire :Eegiment . 

Ii e~ t ~n2nt G s~ffrey Richard Desmond Fitzpatrick , 
:st j.~il 1 e Rn~:'C:l ~ J)rc .. f~O ')r1s . 

Secr:1ll d :Lieu te:;rn:rn t Grohrrn1 c:e cj_l Gordon Triylo r 9 2nd Battalion, 
Tho ]JeiceFtcrishire Rcwiment . 

~'he Fi1i t,; . !.·-":al . 

Fo . 49 ~,CYT -'.:l fj I. c1. nce - Serj t:· ' nt . j_ J.fr·ed J..;eslie Hooley , 
1st "',eit t e:•l i · n 9 Tii.:; f:~(); •_th btefi'ordshire Regiment. 

No . 49~;.J.17'6 '.,nnce - Ser ,j eant Sydne3r r:lrn.rles Wa rms n, 
1st Bc,i~ -: li •n, ,-,'he Sou th Staffo rdshir e Regiment. 

No . 4.5 329Lt0 Corpora l (t emporary Lonee-S e r j eant) 
Ro"bert ~)<Joors , 2nd Battalion , The 1 ~/est Yorkshire Regiment 
( The prj_nce of '.!a les' s Own) . 

No . 3311440 Lance- Corporal ( a cting Corporal) 
:::i':canc is McCulloch, 2nd Battalion , The Highiliand Light 
Infc~ ntry (Cit y of Glo.sgow Regiment). 

No . 54985 13 Priva t e Ghnrles Fr a ncis vVil.liam Hutchings, 
1st Ba ttali.-:m , The Hnmpshire Regiment . 

2./ 



Hi s Ma;;est y The King has been gr>aciously pleased 

to give orders :for. the followi ng a:ppointment to the Iv!os t 

Excellent Order of the Briti sh Empire, for ve1uable [.:;ervice s 

r9ndered in the field in connection with onerations in 

Palestine durj_ng the neriod 1st Ai:iril to 30th July , 1939 : ­

'i'o be an O:t'fice1' of the iJiilj_ tary Di vi si c.n of the 

said Most ~xcellent O~Jer:-

Captu~l.11 Anthon;y .L-'hUi::) Clement Crossley , 1st King's 



:J:HE WAR OFFICE 2.2/12/39 ___ N,__o ....... _3_0_. 

THE ARMY COUNCIL WELCOMES THE CANADIANS. 

The Secretary of State for War has sent the 

following message on behalf of the Army Council to 

Major-General A.G.L. McNaughton, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., 

~ommanding the Canadian Active Service Force in this 

country:-

"On behalf of the Army Council, may I, on 

your arrival, assure you 9f the great pride and 

pleasure which is felt on welcoming the first 

contingent of the Canadian Active Service Force. 

It revives a comradeship of 25 years ago. Your 

coming is a living proof that our just cause 

brings British men together from all ends of the 

&arth, and we shall stand together until the 

victory is won. 

LESLIE HORE-BELISHA, 

Secretary of state for War". 



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN. 22,12.39. - No.ii• 

AIR BAT':l1LI: IN Tm~ CLOUDS. 

(This story is a follovvup of issue_No.13 of to-d~ 
(Friday).) 

(NOT TO B:C QUOT:=;D AS P~T ·AIR l''lINISTHY .ANNOU.NCE!H:.;}JT.) 

A large round f'·~)lash of foam on the surface of the icrater 

was seen by a R.A.F. Fighter command pilot after a fight with 

a German raider at the Firth of Forth to-day. 

When Heinkels were first sighted flying to~ards the 

Scottish coast this r:1orning, they were above two layers of 

cloud. As soon as they saw British fighters they dived to 

one layer. A fighter followed, firing at one of the Heinkels 

immediately it was fre P of cloudo 

The fighter pilot's dive carried him below the Heinkel. 

He pulled up and went on firing from underneath the enemy. 

His tracer ammunition, seemed to go straight into the 

fusilage of the Heinkel, the German air gunner ans-Frered. back. 

One bullet :p ;~\;,.crced the tail end of the fighter 1 s fusilage but 

did no serious damage. 

The Heinkel, driven dmvn, disappeared be4.ow the bottom 

layer of cloud. Before it went, the British pilot, and another 

who followed, saw a puff of black smoke coming from the raider. 

A third fighter pilot~ returning from pursuit of a second 

Heinkel saw a splash of foam below the place of combat. 

-- - - ---~Oo-------
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EMPIRE AFFAIRS.: 22/12/39 ~- No. 33.-

Not to b~ nubli,shed j.n ·· his countr ··· or n a n . other 
countr before the morninrr Greenwich -Meah Time 
of .Saturday, 23rd December, and not to be broadcast 
before midnight 22nd .- 2~ra. December• . 

LORD WILLINGDON TO VISIT NEW ZEALAND. 

In response to a request from His Majesty's 

Government in New Zealand, . the Most Honourable the 
. . ' 

Marquess of Willingdon, G.c.s~r., G~C;;M ~G;,, . G.o •. r.E, ., 

G.B~E~, has been invite d to represent the United 

Kingdom Government durin~ the Centennial Cele bra ti ons 

which are being held in New Zealand next yea r. He 

will be accompanied by the Marchioness of Wi lling don. 

Lord and Lady Willingdon will arrive in Ne vv 

Zeal~nd in time to att~nd the celebrations in the 

early pa rt of the year. 



22/12/39 - No.34. 

MINISTRY OF FOOD ANNOUNCEMENT. 

CANNED SALMON PRICES. 

The Canned Salmon (Provisional Maximwn Prices) (No.2) 

Order, made by the Minister of Food on 22nd December amends 

the maximum prices prescribed by the original Order for two 

only of the four sizes of Red Salmon specified under Grade 1 in 

the Schedule to that Order. 

The revised maximum prices are :-

Variet~ ~ Wholesale Retail 

Sockeye, 1 lb. 62/6 1/7-!d 
Red Alaska, Talls per case of per container 
Siberian & 48 containers 
Japanese Red. 

~ lb. 51/- 8d. 
Flats per case of 

96 containers 
per container 

It should be noted thatthese are maximum p~ices and 

not minimum. 

The Order comes into force on 27th December. 



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN w22/12/39 - No,35. 

(Not to be quoted as an 
Air Ministry announcement). 

EELIGOLAND AJR GUNNER'S ESCAPE. 

Pilots and aircraftmen h elped to save the life of one of 

the airraen of the Heligoland battle 1 the gunner of the British 

bomber which alone accounted for five Messerschmitt fighters. 

They made a human escalator of their backs to remove him 

as gently as possible from the aircraft when it returned before 

rushing him to hospital. He weighed 14 stone and they had no 

easy t ask, The gunner had been shot through the thigh, and 

although the bullet had missed both bone and artery, he had lost 

a great de al of blood on the long and extrenely cold flight home. 

Now he is "doing very well". 

It was because of his fear for the gunner's safety that the 

returning bomber pilot decided to land at the nearest home 

aerodrome, a lonely station near the East Co ast. 

Just bef o~~ dark the bomber aircraft appea red over the 

station. As it put down, cheered by the waiting pilots, a tyre 

burst and the air!:raft swung round in a circle. 

It had been b.adly damaged. Both wings were largely in 

tatters and the fuselage was riddled with bullet holes. One 

wing had burst into flames, but the fire did not last long. 

Despite the damage the aircraft "flew as well as ever". 

An armour piercing bullet tore the sole from the boot of a 

third member of tne crew; but he was lucky enough to esca~e with 

a graze and u slight burn. 

NOTE FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE PRESS. ___________ ,.. ____ __ _ 
The above refers to the action over Heligoland Bight on 18.12.39. 

FROM .;\IR AFFAIRS. 



22/12/39 - No.36. 

Not to be published before the morning papers of December 23rd. 

The Ministry of Information announces that 

Mr. \I . Surrey Dane 9 Director of the General Production 

Division of the Ministry, who at the outbreak of war was 

released temporarily by Messrs. Odhams Press Ltd. f'rom 

his commercial duties to undertake the organisation of 

this Division, will leave the Ministry at the end of the 

year. Mr. Surrey Dane is the Publicity Director of Odhams 

Press Ltd. and his services were lent to the Government 

by the courtesy of Lord Southwood, Chairman and Managing 

Director. The Minister takesthis opportunity of 

expressing his gratitude to Mr. Surrey Dane for his 

valuable assistance. Mr. Surrey Dane has agreed to 

continue to be at the disposal of the Ministry in a 

consultative capacity. 

FROM THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION. 



22/12/~9 · - No ~7~ 

AIR MINISTRY COMMUNIQUE 

The Air Ministry announces:-

On the Western Front today four Me-ss,erschmidt 109 fig_hters 

dived out of a cloud and attacked a British fighter patrol 

of three aircraft, 

Two of our patrol and one Messerschmidt were shot 

down. A second Messerschmidt was driven down but was not 

seen to crash. 

AIR AFFAIRS 


