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Longhorns head to Alamo Bowl

Tt"\'ag set to ﬂu‘e ]()u}a question where he wanted the ~ The Gator Bowl decided early Texas Longhorns to San Antonio,”

. Longhorns to play their bowl Sunday afternoon to take West said Bob Cohen, Alamo Bowl chair-

at t]l(’ A[{U,’Z()dorn@ game in his hometown of San Virginia over Texas. Now the man. “We couldn’t be more excited

Antonio. Longhorns will make their first with this matchup.”

(lﬂ("' !)a( f() I)a(‘k ]( ses On Sunday, he got his wish. Texas appearance in the Alamo Bowl. The It will mark the second time the

(9-3) will meet Iowa (6-6) on Dec. 30 payout is $2.25 million, compared two schools have met, with the

By William Wilkerson in the Alamo Bowl. A Ross fam- to the $2.5 million of the Gator first a 55-17 lowa win in the 1984

Daily Texan Staff ily invasion on the Alamodome is Bowl. Freedom Bowl

Gator Bowl or Alamo Bowl? already in the works It will be Texas’ third time to “It's going to be a good one,
Jacksonville or San Antonio? “My whole family is going to play in the Alamodome. Texas beat with two traditional powerhouses |
lhe hassle of making travel be there,” said Ross, who attended SMU 37-10 in 1993, and fell 22-6 going at it,” Justin Blalock said ‘»

arrangements or the luxury of

being a football’s throw away from before moving to Tyler. “And if they Championship
the stadium? can’t all get in they will be outside “We look forward to
For Aaron Ross, there was no tailgating, waiting for me ing the history and tradition of

Fox Tech High School for two years to

Serving The University of Texas at Austin community since 1900

Nebraska in the

l [e]ele} H“:

welcom

the ALAMO

12 “We are looking forward to getting

down there, having a good time

. THAT HOLIDAY GLOW

Jordan Gomez | Daily Texan Staff

Brandon and Morrissa Lockridge keep warm at the 39th annual Zilker Tree lighting ceremony Sunday at Zilker Park. This year’s tree featurés a spiral pattern
designed by City of Austin electricians and is comprised of 3,309 25-watt bulbs.

Zilker tree lighting marks season’s beginning

3,309 lights stretching 155 feet
turn on for 40th anniversary

By Andrew Egan
Daily Texan Staff
In a flash of lights and silent awe, Austin wel-
comed the holiday season with the 40th Annual
Zilker Tree Lighting Ceremony Sunday night in
Zilker Park
‘It's a rite of passage here in Austin,’
Mayor Will Wynn. “I'm glad it’s cold tonight.
It'll get us into the holiday spirit.”
[he Zilker Tree is one of the main attractions

said

Downtown businesses try to raise relocation money

New Marriott would
displace day care center, |
Latin American cafe i

By Alex Au
Daily Texan Staff
Along Congress Avenue and Second
Street Saturday,
and supporters enjoyed the sounds of
Christmas carols and an all-female mari-
achi group as they warmed their bodies

hundreds of onlookers

with complimentary hot chocolate, chips
and queso, and other goodies
While parents watched

some their

of the annual Trail of Lights Festival, which
begins Dec. 9.

Standing at 155 feet and consisting of 3,309
individual multicolored lights, the tree has been
an Austin favorite since its inception in 1965

The uniqueness of the tree delighted the
crowd and past experiences left an indelible
impression on the 6-year-old winner of the city-
wide tree art contest, Lia Wiese.

“Some of [my classmates] drew regular
Christmas trees, but I drew the Trail of Lights
tree,” Wiese said. “It was just the first thing that
came to me.”

Wiese said she spent two whole art periods

on the drawing and has been coming to the Trail
of Lights as long as she can remember. For her
efforts, Wiese won the honor of lighting the tree
with Mayor Wynn
“This is my first time actually winning some
thing, and 1 think it's my first time even partici-
pating,” she added
Temperatures fell into the mid-40s Sunday as
Wynn and Wiese activated the lights, including
the tree’s star, which consists of 150 frosted bulbs
and measures 10 feet across from one point to
another.

TREE continues on pa
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High
Las Manitas

Avenue Cafe

on Congress

Avenue is one Low
of two Austin |
businesses that |

r > A
must relocate to The one goodidaa
make room for the Aggies had:
three Mémott if Bevocomesimdﬁj”
International and moos, class is cancelled.
Inc. hotels. Even though he couldn’t get

through the door

Peter Franklin
Daily Texan Staff Volume 107, Number 6°

25 cents

children chat with Santa Claus, others
contemplated the future of the only
downtown day center as they
browsed the brightly colored student

money for the

care

crafts on sale to raise
business’s relocation
T'he only bilingual day care program
in Austin, Escuelita Del Alma, plans
to relocate as White Lodging Services
Corporation, a hotel development and

management company, makes room for

three Marriott International Inc. hotels
on the 200 block of Congress Avenue
The day care lacks the money to relocate
and has yet to secure another location
downtown, said Dina Flores, the day
care’s owner. The building’s lease is set
to expire this month, but will probably
be extended through August 2007 to
give the center time to find a new space

and to raise money to relocate, she said

Flores would not specifically discuss
the details of negotiations for the lease
extension, which began
weeks ago, because she
Lodging feels the discussion should not
take place in the public realm. White
Lodging was not available for comment
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Wrapper items aid
low-income women

Handmade bags, accessories

a creative, charitable t‘li[l’l‘[)f‘lsc

By Cara Henis
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TREE: Design based upon city’s
first electric street lamps

From page 1A

simple
“It would be nice if they could find

preterence

Based e cit fi l¢ |a real tree] to use,” Walterscheidt
tric street lamps, also called Moon said. “But I know they want an
lowers, the Zilker Tree defies extremely tall tree to put out there.”

obvious conventions of Christma This year, Walterschiedt

trees. Beth Walterscheidt, President  she provided two 8-foot trees for
f the National Christmas Tree Gov. Rick Perry and decorated
Association and -Oowner i another tree for the Blue Room in
Evergreen Farms Chric 1S Tree the White House
aid the cl e between an electri [he Zilker Tree will remain lit
tree and a traditional, live tree is through Dec. 31.

Find more listings at www.
To submi

dailytexanonline.com
t your event to this calendar, send your
information to aroundc ampus@
dailytexanonline.com or call 471-4591
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%
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UT  SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, Dr. Miri Talmon will lecture about
8 p.m. Bates Recital Hall. The Israeli food in the movies; how it
Orchestra will be performing under  reflects trends in Israeli society and
he baton guest conductor culture and negotiates ethnic and
William Jones, who has received collective identity. The culinary
international acclaim for his work  tour will take us from the melt

i conductor, as well as a clinician  ing pot to multicultural and fusion
and teacher for student orchestras.  food, through Israeli cinema from

The program will include Academi

Fesitvial Overature by Johannes be accompanied by juicy excerpts
Brahms, Symphony No. 3, Eroica, from popular Israeli films.
by Ludwig Van Beethoven and Blue

MATRIX, 6
Ministry

>chool of Music visit
ing composer Jennifer Higdon

athedral by p.m.,

2204 San Antonio.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Films, Food ies. See www.utbsm.net for more
and Israeli Identity, 5 p.m., PAl 4.42 information.
CONTACT US gt
Main Telephone: ports@dailytexanonline.com
| Life & Arts Office:
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Photo Office:
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rror, let us know about it. Call (512)
7 or e-mail managingeditor@
<lr1//\ texanonline.com.
-

said

the early 1970s to 2004 and will

Baptist Student
Free
meal and small group Bible stud-

GRE & GMAT
| ki k‘x ) PRS W
Record Examination &
Management Admission Test

Graduate

Graduate

B nhident at test tn ind get the scores you want. Comprehensive review
ur flered locally. ( rses will begin January 24, 2007. Complete review by
ur team of erts. Limited space available in order to provide the highest
quality of service, For more information or to schedule your
GR1 GMAT review course, Please call us at 1-866-731-1923.

GRE@ aurmucdu.nrg GMAT(@auroraedu.org
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MANITAS: Center faces challenge of finding new space

From page 1A

this weekend.

“It’s not to know
where this change is going to
happen, or when this change
will happen,” said parent Allison
Rowland. “The fact is, there’s
going to be teachers who need a
place to work, and there’s going
to be kids who are going to need
someone to take care of them, and
that won’t change.”

Rowland said she walks over
and visits her son everyday dur-
ing lunch, an event that is only
possible because of the day care’s
downtown location. Because of its
ethnically diverse environment,

stressful

Escuelita del Alma is teaching her
1-year-old son to respect diversity
and speak Spanish phrases, she
Jddt'd

Cynthia Perez, owner of Las
Manitas Avenue which
shares a close relationship with
Escuelita Del Alma and is nego-
tiating along with the day care
for a lease extension from White
Lodging, said there needs to be a
day care downtown to serve the
needs of people working there

“You're going to bring 45,000
people downtown,
no room for
l’('!\ z said.

cafe,

and there’s
your children?
Findinganotherlocationdown

town for Escuelita Del Alma is

LBJ: Five finalists to present
plans to panel of judges in May

From page 1A

T'he student or students with
the best idea for social change will
be chosen through a three-step
The first step requires
participants to submit a three-
page “dream paper” by Feb.
outlining what they would like
their project to focus on, Alden
said. From there, 30 participants

process

will be chosen to write a 10-page
full venture plan.
Five finalists will then be

selected to present their venture
plans on May 5 to a panel of
judges from the business, phi-
lanthropy and nonprofit com-
munity, Alden said. These judges
will select the final winner.

“We're not expm‘hng students
to take over the world, but they
can start small. Their ideas should
have scalability and be far-reach-
ing. The projects are only limited
by the ambition and imagination
of the contestants,” Alden said.

COPYRIGHT

Copyright 2006 Texas Student
Publications. All articles, photographs
and graphics, both in the print and
online editions, are the property of
Texas Student Publications and may
not be reproduced or republished
in part or in whole without written
permission
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Teach for the future!

We will have you

teaching and earning
% by August 2007

Start a new, rewarding career

Come to our orientation session
on December 19th from 6-8pm
at AUSTIN CAN ACADEMY

2406 Rosewood Avenue
Austin, Texas
contact us
(877) 358-8824
l "(‘) >h()‘x ‘) 30

educatc "ufHV'“m nce.com

Need to have your
wisdom teeth
removed?

Don't get all wound up.
We have a better option.

Right now, PPD is looking for men and women
for a post-surgical pain relief research study of

an investigational medication. The surgery is
performed by a board-certified oral surgeon, and
managed through Austin Oral Surgery Associates
R. Fricke )DS, MSD. Financial

compensation is provided upon study completion

by James

and the surgery is performed at no cost

For information, call 462'0492

PPD
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The $50,000 may only be enough
money to barely get the
started, but the competition plans
to hc‘lp the winner collect
money from Alden said
The audience of the final presenta-
tions will include venture capital-
ists who may be interested in fund-
ing the project, she said

The MFI Foundation
other private donors provided
the prize money, Frumkin said.

At this point the competition is
very flexible, Frumkin said. It has
also been v\pandvd to the A&M
System and Rice University in order
to reach more students and get the
project moving in its first year. |

The RGK Center founded the |
project with the desire to get
graduate students at the center
to put their training and learning
into action, Frumkin said.

Students interested in partici-
pating in the competition should
visit  http://rgkcenter.utexas.edu
competition/

winner

more
mvestors,

and

difficult, because day cares do

not pull in as much profit as retail

G@ﬂmﬁ?’

White Lodging responded that it
could not build around the busi-

stores and take up ground-floor nesses, because the convention
retail space, Flores said hotel would require the entire
“I'm not against business, space of the block, she said
progress and development. I'm Instead of the city giving tax
against city politicians who breaks to corporations, the co
should be helping people who porations should be lining uj
are underrepresented rather than to give Austin money for clean
helping the wealthy people build air, clean water and other social
another Marriott, when there’s responsibilities, especially those
already 17 in Austin,” Perez benefitting children, Perez said
said. What makes Austin unique is
Three City Council members the culture and the people, not
sent a Sept. 28 letter to the CEO corporations, she said
of Marriott International defend- “Now for economic develoj
ing the local businesses at stake ment, green is the only color that
and asking that Marriott revise matters, and whoever’s in the

its development plan, Flores said. way moves,” Perez said

ALAMO: Texas reaches
ninth straight bowl game

Frompage]A re 1s also the fear of what
kind of affect a third straight loss
and showing the fans what they to end the season would do to
came to see.” next vear’s team. Blalock, one of
The mood of the team was the 23 seniors, didn’t even want
upbeat and animated when to mention another loss
the announcement was made [f you finish uch a |
according to both Ross and streak as that would be, I don
Blalock. want to say it would be insu
“We are excited, it's going to mountable, but it would be a
be fun,” Ross said. Even,with the lot to overcome,” said Blalock
way things quickly downward an Outland trophy finalist. “We
spiraled for Texas at the end of are really spoiled around here
the season since losing consecu- We win so much. Sometimes

tively to Kansas State and Texas vyou don’t know what to do with

A&M. Offensive coordinator vyourself
Greg Davis doesn’t think it will This will be Texas’ ninth
be hard to motivate the players straight bowl game, all under

“The possibility of 10 wins in Mack Brown. It matches the
six straight years — no one else. Longhorns longest streak since
in the country is doing that,” he the Longhorns went to nine
said. “When you start talking straight bowls from 1977-85
about ‘no one else in the country,” This vear’s bid is also Texas
that’s pretty good motivation bowl in the last 13 years and

“We put ourselves in this posi- its 46th bowl bid overall, which
tion. It is up to us to make the

most of it,” added Blalock.

the

puts them in a tie for No. 2 on
NCAA all-time chart

BAGS Women receive 100 percent of earnings

m Large Selection -
I\/IASTERCRAPT Ak

2921 West Waco Drive

From page 1A

come in various colors, which
can be custom ordered, Melody
Yancelson said. The type of
wrapper used in the product
depends on a customers’ color
choice, she said. For example,
if a yellow bag is ordered, Lays
Potato Chip bags might be used.
Prices range from about $15 to
more than $125.

The women who make the
merchandise belong to a non-
profit organization called Mitz,
meaning “for you,” in Nahuatl.

A teacher at The Children’s
House of Palo Solo, a Montessori
school in the lower-income Palo
Solo neighborhood of Mexico
City, established Mitz several
years ago, Alan Yancelson said.

Every time the Yancelsons or

Three Year Warranty - Competitive Prices

3 R %
lewelry

i) 1sney~Daytona chh

. A

n Frvd S

FROM WWW. studenttravelamerlca com

5399 800-235

Beauty School
Enrolling for:

Hairstylist
Aesthetician
Manicurist

512-707-7939

Melody
money

Yancelson said. With tt
and income
Mitz has

S

school with new computers and

other retailers place an order
with Mitz, the women receive
100 percent of the money, he said
However, all of the women are
related to a child attending the
Montessori school, so they must

ron ther

retailers supplied the
bathrooms, she said

On a recent trip to the school

give at least 20 percent of their Alan Yancelson said he was
earnings to the school to help touched when he learned an
invest in their children’s educa- alumna from the Montessori
tion, Melody Yancelson said. school was running in a local

“The whole idea of the project election, which she would not
is to get these kids an educa- have been able to do without

tion and get them off the streets,
so they can become something
instead of having them begging,’
Melody Yancelson said.

Melody estimates Wrapperbags
has ordered about $15,000 to
$20,000 worth of products from
Mitz in the last 2.5 years. In addi-
tion to online sales, Wrapperbags
supplies merchandise to retail-
ers in San Antonio and Dallas,

educational opportunities

Providing more high
job opportunities to people in
Mexico may help lessen Mexican
immigration to the United States,
said Richard Flores
dean of the UTeac
program

More
Wrapperbags and Mitz can be

paving

1ate
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WORLD BRIEFLY

Venezuelan president wins

another term in office

CARACAS, Venezuela
President Hugo Chavez, an out
spoken opponent of the United
States who has used Venezuela's
oil wealth to give handouts to the
poor, won re-election to another
six-year term by a wide margin on
Sunday, official results showed

With 78 percent of voting sta
tions reporting, Chavez had 61
percent to 38 percent for chal
lenger Manuel Rosales, said Tibisay
Lucena, head of the country’s elec
tions council. Chavez had nearly 6
million votes versus 3.7 million for
Rosales, according to the partial
tally.

Turnout was 62 percent, accord-
ing to an official bulletin of results,
making Chavez's lead insurmount
able

Minutes after the results were
announced, Chavez appeared on
the balcony of the presidential pal-
ace singing the national anthem

Chavez had anticipated a crush-
ing victory over tough-talking
political veteran Rosales, who
has galvanized the opposition
by promising to unseat a man he
accuses of edging the country

toward totalitarianism

U. S. soldiers raid, destroy
buildings held by insurgents

BAGHDAD, lraq

soldiers destroyed two buildings

American

being used by insurgents in a town
in Anbar province, killing six mili
tants, two women and a toddler

the military said Sunday

It was the latest of several recent
raids during which women or chil
iren have been killed or wounded
3s U.S. forces attacked insurgent
n residential areas. In some of the
attacks, the U.S. command accl
the militants of taking over bui
ings for use as safe houses and of
using civilians as human shields

Elsewhere, the U.S. militar

said three American diers were

killed Saturday by roadside bombs
two in the Anbar province

In B

Saturd

ghdad, the death toll from

triple car bombir

food market in a predominantly

Shiite area rose to 53 civilians dead
and 121 wot 1
Nabil Abdul Kadir

g »

He tutoring vi

aximum of 15 hours per week.

sh Tutor el 2
COUNTRIES THROUGHOUT AFRICA, ASIA, EUROPE, & CENTRAL/SOUTH AMERICA

WORLD&]

Bush won

Study group report comes
with release of Rumsfeld
memo calling for change

By Ben Feller
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — While
President Bush acknowledges the
need for major changes in Iraq, he
will not use this week’s Iraq Study
Group report as political cover for
bringing troops home, his national
security adviser said Sunday.

“We have not failed in Irag,”
Stephen Hadley said as he made
the talk show rounds. “We will fail
in Iraq if we pull out our troops
before we're in a position to help
the Iraqis succeed.”

But he added: “The president
understands that we need to have
a way forward in Iraq that is more
successful.”

I'he White House readied for
an important week in the debate
over Iraq: Bush planned a meet-
ing Monday with Abdul-Aziz al
Hakim, the Shiite leader of the
largest bloc in Iraq’s parliament
and awaited the recommenda-
tions Wednesday from the bipar-
tisan commission

Yet his administration, hoping

Clinton ta

By Beth Fouhy
The Associated Press
YORK Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton met on Sunday

NEW

with New York’s Democratic gov
ernor-elect to solicit his support
for her likely White House bid, the
]

|

atest

indication she is stepping
up plans to join a growing field of
potential contenders for 2008

Sen

announced Sunday he was

One rival, Indiana Evan
Bavh
establishing an exploratory com
mittee to raise money for a pos-
sible presidential run. He expects

to decide over the Christmas holi-

days whether to seek his party’s
nomination

\ top aide to Clinton said he did

53
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t use report to pull

ION
out troops

Chris Greenberg | Associated Press

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld gestures during a media briefing at the Pentagon in this Oct. 26 file photo
It was disclosed that Rumsfeld called for major changes in tactics two days before he resigned

to find a new way ahead in Iraq,
found itself on the defensive from
the second recent leak of an insid-
er’s memo on Iraq in a week

The latest, first reported in
Sunday’s New York Times, showed

that Donald H. Rumsfeld called

for a “major adjustment” in U.S
tactics on Nov. 6 — the day before
an election that cost Rumsfeld his
job as defense secretary.

Hadley played down the memo
as simply a laundry list of ideas
rather than a call for a new course

es steps toward presi

not know when the former first
lady would decide about pursuing

H‘.L‘ ’r\!‘\"\ldt‘lh V or set up an L'\PIUI'

atory committee. Clinton aides
however, have begun interviewing

possible campaign staffers in recent
weeks, Howard Wolfson said
Clinton, who long has topped

national

polls of Democratic
hopetuls, spent two hours with
Gov.-elect Eliot Spitzer at his
Manhattan home

We just had a great, wide-rang
ing meeting on so many issues
that affect the city, the state

Clinton said as she

and

the country
|

lert the

Last

meeting

week she contacted lead

ing state lawmakers, including

e

i excitement of living in another country
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Democratic Reps. Charles Rangel
and Nita and the state
party chairman, Denny Farrell, to

Lowey
assess her prospects and seek their
support

Clinton’s Senate colleague,
Schumer, told
that Clinton
arrange a

But he

Chuck reporters

Sunday had called
him to
Wee ‘\

purpose of the get-t yeether

meeting next

was coy about the

“She wants to sit down and talk
next week, which we're going to
do. It could be about legislation. |
have no idea what it’s about, and
sit down and talk, that's

ing to say

intil we
about it

[ think she’d
make a very good president, but

allI'm g

ol said

Schumer. He added

Compensation

of action

He said that Bush
a pivotal election —
traying a different
war to the public than his own

just before
was not por

sense of the

defense secretary was giving him
in private

ential run

let’s wait and see. Everyone’s sort
of jumping the gun

Wolfson told The
Press that Clinton “is reaching out
to her colleagues in the New York

Associated

delegation and asking for their
advice and counsel and their sup
port if she decides to make a run
Clinton easily
last month to a second term in the
Senate. Wolfson noted that Clinton

long has said she

won re-election

would begin
actively considering a presidential
bid after that election. “That pro
Wolfson said

lowaGov. Tom Vilsackannounced

Ccess has begun,

his bid for the Democratic nod last

week; Bayh is t the initial

\(\‘!1\
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NATION BRIEFLY

President debates lifting ban

on drilling in Alaskan bay

WASHINGTON — President
Bush is deciding whether to lift a
ban on oil and gas drilling in fed
eral waters off Alaska’s Bristol Bay,
home to endangered whales and
sea lions and the world’s largest
sockeye salmon run

Leasing in a portion of the area
rich in oil and natural gas ended
nearly two decades ago — while
Bush's father was president — in
the outcry after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill in 1989

But with natural gas prices
higher, the Interior Department’s
Minerals Management Service
proposed reopening up the North
Aleutian Basin. That includes
Bristol Bay and part of southeast
ern Bering Sea

White House spokesman Scott
Stanzel confirmed Saturday the
president was considering taking
that step

Environmentalists oppose drill
ing there because of the potential
for oil spills and harm to wildlife
They have speculated in recent
days that Bush might allow such
drilling before Democrats regain
control of Congress in January.

Doctors recommend changes

to ads targeted at children

CHICAGO
advertising contributes to many

Inappropriate

kids'ills, from obesity to anorexia,
to drinking booze and having sex
too soon, and Congress should
crack down on it, the American
Academy of Pediatrics says

The doctors' group issued a new
policy statement in response to
what it calls a rising tide of adver
it children. The policy
l"“ﬁ‘-\ﬂ“-’ S
Young people view

tising aimed
appears in December
ore than
40,000 ads per year on television
alone and increasingly are being
exposed to advertising on the
Internet, in magazines, and in
schools,”the policy says
Advertising examples cited in
the statement include TV com
mercials for sugary breakfast cere
als and high calorie snacks shown
during children’s programs and
ads for Viagra and other erectile
dysfunction drugs shown during

televised sports games

mpiled fror

A fast way
to help pay
off your car.

There are lots of practical ways to use the money
you earn at PPD. Or you could choose to go on a
much-deserved vacation

Earn money now, by participating in a PPD
research study. We conduct medically supervised
research studies to help evaluate medications
being developed. You must meet certain require
ments to qualify, including a free medical exam

and screening tests.

Many different study lengths are available. You'll find

current studies listed here every Sunday. Join the

team at PPD, conducting research studies in Austin
for over 20 years. Call today to find out more

Requirements

Timeline

Men and Women
18 to 50

Men
18 to 55

Men and Women
18 to 45

Men and Women
18 to 50

Men and Postmenopausal
or Surgically Sterile Women
18 to 50

Men and Women
18 to 45

Healthy &
Non-Smoking

Up to
$2000

Healthy &
Non-Smoking

Up to
$3600

Up to
$1000

Healthy &
Non-Smoking

Healthy &
Non-Smoking

Up to

HP(}‘Yhy‘ & Fri

Non-Smoking

Ure to

$2100

Healthy &
Non-Smoking

Dec

Outpatient visit: Jan. @

Dec. 7 through Fri
Outpatient visit: Dec. 28

Dec. 8 through Sun
Fri., Dec. 15 ?hrougb Sun

Thu., Dec

Outpatient visit: Jan. 16

Dec

7 through Tue., Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

14 through Tue

15 through Mon., De

Muhwple outpatient visit:

Tue., Jan. 2 through Thu., Jan
Multiple outpatient visits

www.ppdi.com * 462-0492 = = -
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Producing
producers

For sale: Three hours of credit; receipt of grade upon completion. Market
cost: Low with regard to competitive, peer institutions. Guaranteed to
increase job prospects upon graduation.

As we head into the final week of another semester in the con-
sumer age of education, where students expect their education
prepackaged and academics expect students to buy what they’re
selling, we find discomfort in a headline from Friday’s Texan,
‘Mobile Campus may send info from Blackboard.”

Nowhere is the rise of consumerism on campus more appar-
ent than in the five-year contract the University and Student
Government signed with the private company Mobile Campus
to deliver text message advertisements to students’ cell phones.
Now members of the University’s Information Technology depart-
are considering using Mobile Campus as a way to share
Blackboard class announcements.

fhe University, by way of Student Government, receives 15
percent of the profits that Mobile Campus brings in, so UT has
an incentive to get more students to sign up with the program to
mcrease advertising revenue. But pushing classroom messages by
means of Mobile Campus could make students feel obligated to
sign up for the program.

Blackboard may not be the only way Mobile Campus is looking
to sink its teeth into student enrollment. An optional program in the
contract UT and Mobile Campus signed about a year ago involves
using the service in coordination with the football ticket draw.
Mobile Campus already has unprecedented access to UT facilities
and freshmen orientations for such a commercial enterprise.

It all comes back to consumerism. As Mishal Al-Johar put it
on our Web site Friday, “I cannot believe the University is even
considering taking part in this blatant commodification of the
classroom.”

I'he University has an opportunity, and arguably an obligation,
to make its students not just informed consumers of knowledge,
but also active producers. It’s not worth getting too caught up in the
semantics between consumer and producer. But the more passive
we train our students to be, the more we fail as an institution.

S0 in the short term, we recommend ITS rethink using Mobile
Campus as a way to relay classroom information. But in the long
term, UT might do well to actively assert its priorities as a pro-
ducer of producers, not just in its language, but also in its actions.

ment

Horns up,
Horns down

Pulling out

Back in 2003, America didn't
have the restraint or foresight to
abstain from the regrettable act of
indiscretion that is the war in Iraq.
Three years later, the Iraq Study
Group's pending recommenda-
tion for an exit strategy might just
be the final straw that breaks the
quagmire’s back. Bush officials have
taken a liking to phrases like “grace-
ful withdrawal” as of late, and the
congressional seachange last month
reflected a collective feeling that we
need to shift tactics before another
wave of troops gets sent in.

It's too late for abstinence, but
pulling out is looking pretty good.

Keeping pay phones ringing
A new push in Austin to revive
pay phones from their death beds is

coming a little too late. Though it's
to our dismay, our country embod-
ies a cell-phone-dependent culture
— one that has essentially killed pay
phones. The campaign slogan, “Hang
up. Pull over. Use a pay phone," lacks
the oomph to convince people to
get off their convenient cordless cell
phones, stop driving to their desti-
nation and rummage around for a
quarter and dime to donate to an
outdoor phone booth that someone
probably used as a urinal.

Pay phones have a better chance
at surviving in an antique art
museum.

Bling Bling Barbie

Every year, the holiday season is
marked by the changing leaves and
the transition of otherwise typically
opportunistic retailers and toy com-
panies into shameless smut ped-
dlers. Mattel’s new “My Bling Bling
Barbie”is a pitch-perfect example of
the latter. Barbie's sales are lagging,
no doubt, but this latest impression
of a“Bratz"-era video-ho is just sad

PS.:“Bling Bling"?! What year is
this

Shuttle diplomacy

Of all the space shuttle crews in
history, the one being launched
this Thursday is the most cultur-
ally diverse. The seven astronauts
include two African Americans, an
Alaskan, one of Indian descent, a
man from New Jersey, a British-born
specialist and a Swede. Space has
surely seen its share of middle-aged
white dudes.

It's nice to imagine that in our
long-off extraterrestrial travels,
where we all wear identical Kevlar
suits, we might maintain a bit of the
beautiful diversity here on Earth.

| Al i i
VIT A FIRING LINE
Please e-mail your Firing Lines to firingline@dailytexanonline.com.
must be fewer than 300 words and should include your major
and classification. The Texan reserves the right to edit all letters for brev-
ity, clarity and liability

OLUMN LEGALESE

Opinions expressed in The
Daily Texan are those of the edi-
tor, the Editorial Board or writer of
the article. They are not necessar-
ily those of the UT administration,
the Board of Regents or the Texas
Student Publications Board of
Operating Trustees. All Texan edi-
torials are written by the Editorial
Board, which is listed in the top
right corner of this page.

Letters

Please e-mail your column
to editor@dailytexanonline.com.
must be fewer than 600
words. Your article should be a
strong argument about an issue
in the news, not a reply to some-
thing that appeared in the Texan.
The Texan reserves the right to
edit all columns for brevity, clar-
ity and liability.
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I'M JUST HOPING
FOR MY HAND- —

By Abhinav Kumar
Daily Texan Columnist

If you've ever opened your
eyes in Austin, you've probably
seen the famous “Keep Austin
Weird” logo. According to the
KAW Web site, this movement
prides itself on the “collaborative
fission of coordinated individual-
ism.” KAW strives to accentuate
Austin’s weirdness, promote local
businesses, and represent the gen-
eral attitude of Austinites.

But what happens when this
“collaborative fission of coordinat-
ed individualism” is threatened to
become an argumentative fusion
of disoriented collectivism?

This seemingly encompass-
ing ideal does not represent the
views and beliefs of at least one
Austinite. Andrew Allemann,
a recent University of Texas
Business Honors graduate, flirted
with the notion of opposition. He
and that opposition went out for
a couple of drinks, and after a
drunken night of passionate love-
making, Allemann gave birth to
a countering movement — one
to reflect his thoughts concerning
the Austin community and where
it should be headed.

The movement, called Make
Austin Normal, serves the pur-
pose of getting Austinites to talk
and debate about what actually
makes Austin unique. Allemann
was inspired to spearhead the
initiative after experiencing iron-
ic and borderline hypocritical
scenarios, such as an extremely
expensive local boutique shop on
South Congress or a gas-guzzling
SUV in suburbia displaying the
“Keep Austin Weird” bumper
sticker.

[ had the privilege of interview-
ing Alleman who said he created
MAN as a response to how “trite”
KAW has become. He believes
that KAW no longer stands for
what it was originally coined for,
as evidenced by the fact that since
October 2003, Outhouse Designs,

The owner of Waterloo records closed with, ‘Keep
Austin Weird saved Austin $2.1 million. I'd like to
see Make Austin Normal do that!

a screen printing company, owns
the trademarks for the “Keep
Austin Weird” logo. Allemann
feels that “Keep Austin Weird is
abused to help a few select com-
panies and people trying to pro-
mote the environment.” The few
select companies he was referring
to include many Austin favor-
ites, such as Waterloo Records and
BookPeople.

Allemann further justified his
views by saying that he is not
against local businesses and that
he is not against environmental
groups, he is simply against being
protectionist and isolationist.

Ironically, Allemann has his
own small business in Austin.

“Austin is growing,” says
Allemann, “And [ am against keep-
ing out chain stores, so that we have
to spend $100 any time we simply
want some simple clothes.”

The MAN Web site offers a
politically charged blog through
which Allemann comments on
critical events affecting Austin.
The site also sells merchandise
including T-shirts and coffee
mugs with the logo “Make Austin
Normal” and even more simply,
“Normal.”

Even though Allemann himself
realizes that MAN is a minor-
ity, it has garnered much atten-
tion. MAN has been featured in
media venues such as ABC, The
Austin-American Statesman, The
Financial Times, Austin Monthly
and Texas Cable News.

However, not all of the atten-
tion has been positive. In a recent
phone survey conducted by me,
no one working at Waterloo
Records had even heard of MAN.
The KAW Web site had this to say
about Allemann: “This guy actu-
ally sells crap that says ‘I Love Big

Box Stores” and ‘Buy from Chain
Stores.””

When [ interviewed Mark Finn,
a floor manager at BookPeople,
he stated that MAN was just “one
guy with a Cafe Press store.” Finn
was not threatened by the claim
that BookPeople had close ties
with KAW, and replied, “Anytime
you set up a catchphrase or move-
ment [Keep Austin Weird], you
invite some wisecracker to cre-
ate an opposite [Make Austin
Normal].”

Finn also commented that the
purpose MAN was merely “ille-
gitimate reactionary spin created
by someone who thinks the prob-
lem with Austin is that there aren’t
enough Chili's or Starbucks.”
Furthermore, Finn called into
question why Allemann had
moved to Austin in the first place,
and was happy to refer Allemann
to “some developing communi-
ties in the Dallas/Fort Worth area
that would be perfect for him.”

Finn recalled that he himself
moved here to get away from
“Generica” and experience the
weirdness that is Austin.

Finn admits that a company
(Outhouse Designs) owning the
rights to the “Keep Austin Weird”
logo is ironic, but he believes that
this does not mean it will make
people dislike local businesses.
“We're all working together to
provide a model of an economic
alternative, but we still have to
compete in a corporate world,”
he said. “The element of irony
doesn’t turn people off.”

A slightly less fiery and more
agreeable testimony came from
my interview with John Kunz,
the owner of Waterloo Records.
Kunz flat out said that he was
not opposed to chain stores and

e s

$2.1 million worth of weir

that he was a proponent
free market. However, |
(‘ppnsv;i to any business, big
small, gaining an unfair
tage through venues such
government money

Kunz was reminded of sucl
fiasco involving Borders Books

In 2002, Schlosser Develop:
Corp. tried to creat

village” with a Borders in the
where Sixth and Lama
intersect near Whole ol

)

BookPeople and Waterloo Recor
Schlosser was awarded more thai

$2.1 million by the Austi |
Council in tax waivers and fe
abatements as an incentive pack

age

AcasestudybyCivicEconom
a strategic planning consultin
firm, found that “local merchants
generate substantially greater ecc
nomic impact than chain retail
ers.” The study revealed that
someone was to spend $100 at
a chain like Border’s, only $13
would be funneled back into the
Austin economy. However, if you
spent $100 at a local business such
as Waterloo Records, about $45
would go back to fuel the Austir
economy.

Kunz made a point to show th
distinction that he was not against
chain stores, but was again

money as an incentive for a busi
ness. He also stated that as a result
“BookPeople and Waterloo joined
forces to rally local businesses and
Austinites in the biggest e-mail
protest campaign the Austin City
Council had ever seen.” The effect
of the KAW movement resuited
in Border’s withdrawal to build
in the Sixth and Lamar location in
April 2003.

The owner of Waterloo Records
closed with, “Keep Austin Weird
saved Austin $2.1 million. I'd like
to see Make Austin Normal do
that.”

Kumar is a pre-ir :‘(’1 and L’)u‘.!" ¢S honors

sophomore.

FOUND POETRY

A pat on the back, on the way out

Editor’s Note: The following excerpts accompany the piece “Rumsfeld: 6 Years Of Accomplishments” on the Department of Defense Web site

I. WAR ON TERROR

* Overall: A multinational coalition has liberated 50 million people
in Afghanistan and Iraq, with formation of representative govern-

ments and security forces.

¢ Liberated 31 million Afghans from Taliban control and destroyed
Al-Qaeda sanctuary - conquering elements that successfully
fought off the Soviet Union for over nine years — and stood up a
Loya Jurga governing council eight months after operations began.

* Liberated 26.7 million Iraqis from a brutal dictatorship and turned
over sovereignty of the country to an Iraqi government in 16

months. ...

* Conducted safe and secure elections in Afghanistan and Iraq:

* Elections in Iraq

* Jan. 30, 2005 election — 55 percent turnout

* Oct. 15, 2005 constitutional ratification — 63 percent turnout
* December 15, 2005 election — 78 percent turnout

* March 16, 2006 — permanent Iraqi Government seated ...

II. SHAPING THE JOINT FORCE FOR ASYMETRIC WARFARI
¢ Missile Defense — Limited operating capability implemented
e Emplaced 11 ground-based interceptors in Alaska and 2 ir
California to address long-range threats (ICBMs with range of
approximately 10,000 miles). ...
¢ Humanitarian Operations and Disaster Relief

e Hurricane Katrina/Rita

¢ More than 2 million pounds of food, 34,000 MREs, and almost
180,000 bottles of water were distributed.
¢ Military forces peaked at nearly 72,000--50,000 National

Guardsmen and 22,000 active-duty personnel-

a total deploy

ment for Katrina more than twice the size of the military
response to Hurricane Andrew.

* DoD military personnel evacuated more than 80,000 Gulf
Coast residents and rescued another 15,000

* Military forces provided significant medical assistance, includ
ing 10,000 medical evacuations by ground and air and the

* Suspected terrorists held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, have revealed
information that has helped thwart attacks against our troops, the
American people and our allies.

delivery of medical treatment to more than 5,000 sick and
injured people. ...
* Evacuated nearly 15,000 American citizens from Lebanon.
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inate prior review, which
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exan content before publica

Board of Regents sent the
ard a draft operating agree

Conference prepares

to address

forthcoming issues
By Julio Trujillo

Daily Texan Staff
Education,

Tue Dany

Politicians briefed

Friday was the last day of the
four-day conference and orien-
tation, where about 31 new and
20 returning Texas legislators
attended to learn about the logis-
tics of legislating and to discuss
major policy issues they will
likely face when the Legislature
meets next month, said Barry

Medicaid reform
Bales, LBJ] School assistant dean

much to the surprise of many TSP
board members who thought the
mandate would be eliminated. The
TSP board, which manages all stu
dent media and assets, responded
by sending the regents its version
of the draft operating agreement
that attempts to remove prior
review

P board member Brian
as the stu
dent rmedia remains a part of the
University and subject to the Board
of Regents Rules and Regulations,

Ferguson said as long

prior review will remain a looming
possibility

If I had to be a betting man on
this deal, I'd s:

inder this

1y that prior review
revision will be gone till
the first time somebody screws up,

and ther

t'll be back in style” said

rerguson

The Board ¢

f Regents declined to

s the di

nment :

SCUSSIon IS ongo

ing, said Anthony de Bruyn, spokes

man for the I System

Jessica Sondgeroth
(ar accdents temporarily dose
Dean Keaton Street Friday

Two accidents shut down
West Dean Keaton Street at the
University Boulevard intersection

for about half an hour Friday after

noon
Both accidents, which involved
three cars, occurred at about 3:30
m. No one was injured in the
wrecks, although one woman was

visibly shaken
Austin police shut down West
Jean Keaton Street from about 4
p.m. until 4:30 p.m. to clear out the
wrecks, said Senior Patrol Officer

and property taxes are expected
to be some of the major policy
issues in the 80th session of the
lexas Legislature beginning in
January, according to veteran and
freshman legislators at the Pre-
Session Legislative Conference
hosted by the Lyndon B. Johnson

School of Public Affairs

UT drama

By Cara Henis
Daily Texan Staff
Samantha Cook, an

H‘.}ﬂ;

Austin area

school senior, found theater

monotonous when it meant just
:

memorizing lines. Now,

ticipant in the UT

as a par-
Connections
and
students do

Youth Theater
other
more than act

program, she

high school

The program provides 25 high
tudents with the opportu-
nity to learn basic theatre skills. At
students

school s

the end of the
perform in a Fall Informance, a
theatre

program,
showcase of scenes and
games

High
gram work with University stu-
dents and faculty

luce an

school students in the pro-

to create and
theatrical
the end of the school vear,
said Nitra Gutierrez, a theater and
dance graduate and UT
Connections community relations

proc original

show at
student

director
About 50 people attendec

i
Sunday’s event, which served

for professional development
Although immigration
bills have been filed since filing
began Nov. 13, immigration was
not a formal subject of discus-
sion during the conference

The 2006 orientation is the
30th anniversary of when an
LB] pre-legislative conference

several

TEXAN

merged with new member ori
entation to form the
seen today

‘It’s done a pretty good job in
telling us how our jobs work
said Rep. Barbara Mallory
Caraway, D-Dallas

On the last day of the u"\tl'l
senior legislators anc
Health and
Commission

program as

ence, 1 lead

ers of the Human
Services spoke
aboutMedicaid and Tom Pauken
the chair of the Texas Task Force
on Appraisal Reform moderated
a discussion on property taxes
that included Reps. Fred Hill,
R-Richardson, and John Otto, R
Dayton. At times, the discussion

became a soft debate between

the moderators and some of

the freshman legislators about
whether a local sales tax could
be implemented in some areas to
help shift the
from property taxes

Bales said the
orientation come
with the speaker of the
house and the lieutenant gov
ernor on what they expect the
most important issues of the leg

tax burden away

p&m% at the
from discus

s1ons

islative session will be.

are some of the most
critical policy that are
going to be discussed in the
upcoming session,” Bales said
there are a lot of
prominent issues that come up

“These
1Ssues

Bales said
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on upcoming sessmn

in the “1'>\| at the contere (
and they tend to be among the
issues that people talk about in
the legislative session

“The freshman orientation
has been most valuable in giv
ing us a broad coverage of the
1ssues said  Rey Joe Heflin
D-Crosbyton

There was so much informa

tion covered at the orientation

that some legislators said they
felt slightly overwhelmed

‘I haven’t felt any thing quite
like this since I was a freshman

at Bavlor
Bolton, D-Austin

ing to take a sip

said Rep. Valinda
[t's like try
of water trom a

hydrant

program showcases young thespians’ skills

how the students will eventually

create one large work by April
Gutierrez said. Their larger final
in the Cohen New

+ |
estval,

work will be
Works |
“The product is
they

1

work and the

she said
what peo
ple see, and don’t see the

heart that goes

into the process,” said April
Gentry-Sutterfield, theater and
dance graduate student and UT

Connections artistic director
We want the
the process

After
stretching and

audience to see

opening with students
simultaneously
saying tongue twisters, one of the
four student groups performed a

scene. Scenes varied in theme
from the relationships among a
circle of friends to suicide

Between scenes, the high
school students showed the audi
ence different theater games they

skills,
Vander Gheynst, the

use to develop various
said Sally

ater and dance graduate student

Ryan Herning
One of the wrecked cars man
aged to damage the fencing sur

round

1long Dean Keaton, which has par
tially closed University Boulevard
for much of the semester

Redford

ing the construction area

— Nolan Hicks

DeVito Ebersole

more
pertormance,
the students created and
different theater games they

> Al Open
scenes

in class. The event was meant
to give parents and communi-

ty members a chance

Haysbert

class than a and UT Connections education

showcasing mini darrector

Some students entered into the
program ifter an

play in September

audition, while others have been
in since the program started last
[hese students may not

to watch  spring
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AADA alumni have been nominated for 72 Oscars’, 205 Emmys* and 58 Tonys".

Audition
in Austin, February 10

- * College VDegree Conservatory Program

* Six-Week Summer Intensive

ACT NOW!
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Amerlcan
Acad

R

-~ of Dramatlc
Arts
New York & Los Angeles

ORG
4 z

Q

S -

““;
o

[e]]¢!

Position available for

.8 Student

Radio Sales

Texas Student Media and KVRX Ra-
dio are looking for driven students
to become the future account ex
ecutives for Texas Student Media
Currently one position is available,
but we are always accepting ap-
plications. The following are the
requirements for the position:

* work 10-15 hrs. per week

* attend weekly meetings

* have a reliable car for

transportation

In addition to the experience listed
above and many other opportuni
ties from networking to profession
al skills development, KVRX sales
reps will be compensated with a
generous commission structure

More information regarding all
TSM products that account execu-
tives will be working closely with
http://www.tsp.

can be found at

utexas.edu/
Visit KVRX.org for specific informa-
tion about KVRX 91.7 FM
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Anyone interested in applying for the position should send their

resume to Brian Tschoepe at hookem @texasstudentmedia.com

Celsio Gonzalez | Daily Texan Staff

High school students in the UT Connections theater program participate in an informal showcase for an audi

ence of family and friends Sunday.

be the “drama stars” of their high
school, or even participate in the-
ater, Gentry-Sutterfield said, but

the point is to give them an equal
S

theater education.. With this, the
group hopes to eventually influ
the culture of theater here in
Vander (

ence

Austin, sheynst said

“As it continues to grow, the idea

that the

students will continue
r
to represent U1 Connections,” she

|
sald

Flexible time commitment. Real world experience in

marketing, advertising, design, photography and writing.

Make history with the Cactus yearbook!

APPLICATIONS
AVAILABLE

for the following positions:

Marketing Manager

Photo Editor
Athletics Editor
Staff Reporter

Staff Photographer

Please come to the Cactus yearbook office at

CMC 2.114c for an application or for more

information. All students welcome to apply.

Applications due FRIDAY,
DECEMBER 8 @ 5pm.

year

00

www.cactusyearbook.com
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Jordan Gomez photos | Daily Texan Staff

Above, Pallbearers carry the casket of former state Sen. Frank Madla past the row of honor guards at the Texas State Cemetery Friday
Below, Helen Madla sits next to her son-in-law Raul Jimenez Il as he is presented with the Texas flag that covered Madla’s casket.

Late former senator honored at funeral

By Michelle West
Daily Texan Staff

More than 100 people paid
their respects to former state
San
held

Friday afternoon at the Texas

Sen

Madla of
funeral

Frank

Antonio at a

State Cemetery.

Madla, 69, died in a fire at his
in San Antonio Nov. 24.
Mary
5-year-old grand-

home
Madla’s
Cruz

mother-in-law,
and

daughter, Aleena Jimenez, both

died afterward as a

injuries sustained from the fire.
T'he official cause of the fire has

not yvet been determined
Sen Van
[D-San worked

Leticia de

Antonio,

the family at the Catholic

result of

Putte,
with
Madla in the Texas Senate, told

Oty

emony, “We are heartbroken at

your unbearable loss

Madla is survived by his wife,
Helen Madla, who was also in
the home at the time of the fire,

but survived. He

vived by his mother Epimena
Madla, son Dr. Frank Madla I1I,
daughter Marci Madla, step-
granddaughter Crystal Torres,
brother Ralph Madla and sister

Mary

By Jihae Min
Daily Texan Staff
As the U.S. military death toll
climbed 2,887 this weekend,
activists Pl'k)t('\[l'(i the
United States’ ongoing war in Iraq

to

antiwar

in the form of a funeral procession
Saturday at City Hall

About 100 protesters dressed in
black funeral attire protested the
war and the Bush administration’s
the

weapons

such as

justihicabhons for 1t,

invalidated claims of

of mass destruction and Saddam
Hussein’s connection to al-Qaida,
saying the thousands of deaths are

needless. The Iraqi civilian death

is also sur-

Ellen Ibarra, according
to Madla’s obituary in the San

Antonio }‘\pl(-x\ News
“One thing [Ill
remember is his uncanny abil-
iry to turn a one-hour drive into
a six-hour ordeal,” Van de Putte
said. The former senator’s love

alwavys

of photography often made
for frequent stops during road
trips, she said
“His gifted eye saw the poten-
tial in everyone,” she added
Friends and colleagues spoke

toll has also reached more than
655,000 since the March 2003 inva-
sion, according to a study titled
“The Human Cost of the War
in Iraq” by the Johns Hopkins
University Bloomberg School of
Public Health

“It was a solemn procession to
make statements about how we
feel about the war that is sense-
said Sandra Molinari, a
member of CodePink Austin

CodePink Austin, Austin Against
War, Veterans for Peace and Woman

less,”

in Black organized the protest
“It’s important for leaders to hear
our voices, thl' voices of P““PI“"

The
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Madla mentor and a
compassionate man of faith

Sen Eddie Lucio, D-
Brownsville, described Madla
as a “holy man” and the big
brother he never had.

“l called him ‘Pancho,”
Lucio said. “It was no secret
that he was my best friend.”

Madla resigned in May after
losing in the March Democratic
primary to Sen. Carlos Uresti,

of

as a

“War is out of date. We

D-San Antonio, a former state
representative

“When Frank lost his re-elec
tion,” Lucio said, “I lost with
him.”

Gov. Rick Perry and his wife
Anita Perry, sent a letter of con
dolences to be read aloud to the
family during the funeral

In the final minutes of the
ceremony, bagpipes solemnly
played “Amazing Grace” while
soldiers folded a Texas flag that
had been draped over Madla’s
coffin. Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst
later presented the flag to the
family, and a soldier presented
a bouquet of flowers to Madla’s

widow

‘1 can’t imagine that in
heaven there’s not a Senate
Dewhurst said. “And if I know
Frank, Frank’'s already cam
paigning.”

Madla worked as a junior
high school teacher in San

Antonio. After the end of his
30-year career in the Legislature,
where he worked in both the
House and Senate, he continued
to mentor younger legislators.

“We will forever hear the
great roar of a quiet man,” Van
de Putte said.

should settle our dispute

peacefully and diplomatically.”

Jack

Prince,

Veterans for Peace treasurer
and a Marine veteran of the Korean War

she said. “Once more and more
voices come out and say no more,
this is enough, perhaps our leaders
will listen and pay attention.”

The organizations held a simi-

lar protest in May, but Saturday’s

SHOP GOO
BRAND NEW HOLIDAY GIFTS.

——

protest had three times more par-
ticipants, Molinari said. People are
starting to pay more attention to
the situation, especially those who
have lost family members in the
war, she said

DWILL FOR
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New Orieanians
gather virtually
to rebuild city

By Laura Blewitt
Daily Texan Staff
More than 2,500 New Orleanians
living in 21 cities came together
via video conference Saturday to
vote on ways to improve the city
and its rebuilding at Community
Congress 11
Community Congress II, part
of the Unified New Orleans Plan,
aims to gather input from evacu-
current residents on the
future of New Orleans. In Austin,
about 30 people participated in the
vote from the George Washington
Carver Branch of the Austin Public
Library

ees and

The congress was based out of
New Orleans and broadcast to the
20 other participating cities. Atlanta,
Baton Rouge, Houston and Dallas,
the cities with the largest popu-
lations of Katrina evacuees, were
via satellite,
said Carling Dinkler, New Orleans

able to communicate
Media Relations representative

Dinkler said participants voted
on six primary topics broken down
into different sessions: roads, trans-
portation and utilities; flood protec-
ind affordable housing;
neighborhood stability; education
and health services and other pub-

lic servi

’
tion; rental

es
Some 1ssues participants voted
n included whether or not to

spread available funds evenly

thro and whether

ughout the cty

or not standards and programs to
reduce flood risk should be created

and enforced by the city, according
to the consensus report.

According to a report released
after the meeting, 40 percent of
participants currently live in New
Orleans and plan to stay. Thirty
percent of participants are living
elsewhere, but hope to return.

Displaced New Orleanians
in Austin are accustomed to a
community environment that
Austin doesn’t have, said Shawn

Lemieux, evacuee and United
Way representative
The Louisiana Front Porch

Project, an effort to bring evacuees
in Austin t(\gcthcr 1IN a more com-
fortable setting, started with suc-
cess in November and is planned to
become a monthly event, Lemieux
said. The project gives participants
an uppnrtunih' to come tn\gcthcl‘,
make ties and talk about their pri-
orities in a laid-back environment,
she said
According

"

to the Community

Congress’ consensus
participants in the Community
Conference II will have the
opportunity to get involved in
Community Congress III Jan. 13

Edna Holmes said she chose to
evacuate to Austin, because she
has four children who live in the
Austin area

report,

‘Austin is OK, we used to come
visit a lot, but it's too different
from New Orleans,” Holmes

said. “There’s really no place like
home.’

Celsio Gonzales | Daily Texan Staff

From right, Katrina evacuees Willie Holmes, Edna Holmes and facilitator
Robert McKelvain listen to a televised community congress discussing

rebuilding plans for New Orleans.

Activists protest Iraq war at City Hall as U.S. and Iraqi death tolls mount

Jack Prince, treasurer of Veterans
for Peace and a Marine veteran of
the Korean War, said the Bush
Administration should leave the
[ragis to settle their own problems
and try to find a new policy to
bring peace to the Middle East

“War is out of date. We should
settle our dispute peacefully and
diplomatically,” he said. “I know
what a war is and what combat is.
[ feel very sorry for troops in Iraq,
because they should have never
been sent in the first place.”

UT government professor
Clement Henry, a Middle East
expert, said starting a war in Iraq

without concrete justifications was
unwise and illegal

“It was an exercise of American
imperialism, completely mis-
guided from the start,” he said
“History will judge this war to be
a disaster and to be actually an
end of America hegemony.”

Henry said the U.S. military’s
presence in Iraq is doing more
harm than good, but rather than
immediate withdrawal, there
have to be some diplomatic efforts
and preparations for U.S. troops’
departure, including cooperation
with neighbor countries such as
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Jordan

Men and Women

Ages 18 to 45

The study will require

upon study completion.

PPD conducts medically supervised research stud-
ies to help evaluate new investigational medica-
tions. PPD has been conducting research studies
in Austin for more than 20 years.

Right now PPD is looking for healthy, non-smok-
ing men and women between the ages of 18 and 45
to participate in a medical research study.

night research facility and multiple follow up
visits. Study participants will receive up to $2100

Please call today to find out more.

462-0492

weekends in our over-

www.ppdi.com
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Tina Hogue | Daily Texan Staff

Destinee Hooker hits a kill against Stephen F. Austin
Saturday. Texas won 3-0 to advance to the Sweet 16.

COLUMN

Florida
deserves
to play
Ohio State

By Eric Ransom
Daily Texan
Staff

The

Texas doesn’t quite hold water this

Gator Bowl passing on
year

Luckily for the BCS, the process
didn’t pass on the Gators in the
national title game

Besides some sour grapes from
Michigan coach Lloyd Carr, there’s
little controversy in Florida gain-
ing a berth to the championship

The Gators deserve their shot at
Ohio State

Escaping from the SEC with one
loss is 1mpn*\~1\\' L'nnu‘u,h to gama
national title bid. Simply, Michigan
had its chance
stood the nation’s toughest sched-

[he Gators with-

ule, juggled a two-quarterback
system and even managed to field
a championship-level defense.

Now, do the Gators stand a bet-
ter chance than the Wolverines at
beating Ohio State?

Who knows, but I'd much rath-
er watch something I haven’t seen
before this season

As for the Longhorns’ season,
it's best personified with a half-
hearted shrug

The Alamo Bowl is a long way
from the national title game, or
even a BCS game. But the easy
thing to do is badmouth the party
down in San Antonio.

College football is funny though,
since the Alamo was exactly where
Michigan was sitting last season.
The Woverines almost won it too,
had a last-second miracle play
worked against Nebraska.

In this exact same space last
week, I said with little hesitan-
cy that Texas was heading to the
Gator Bowl.

In my defense, I also figured
USC would roll over UCLA.

In the Gator Bowl committee’s
eyes, they re getting the hotter team.
The game holds some local inter-
est with Baytown resident Drew
Tate coming back to his homestate.
Jowa enters a game on a three-
game losing streak but potentially
could prove a problem for Texas, a
team with two-straight losses

How? It'll come down to if Colt
McCoy is healthy.

A statement from the team’s
trainers said the quarterback is
making progress, and as of today
the redshirt freshman has 26 days
to get ready for kickoff. But as the
game against Texas A&M proved,
no one will konw McCoy’s status
until he plays And even then,
nobody knows if he’ll be the
McCoy of October, instead of the
McCoy of November.

At the very least, the Longhorns
can beat a 6-6 lowa, grab din-
ner at Mi Tierra and be home by
midnight.

opponents.

match Saturday.

out.

#

Al s Fa¥al
NOTEBOO¥

gy
Pt

pr

Snead

By William Wilkerson
Daily Texan Staff

Freshman quarterback Jevan
Snead confirmed that he intends
to transter, signing pnpcr\\‘nrk
Friday that released him from
his scholarship
end
Chris Brown and sophomore

Sophomore defensive
offensive tackle Greg Dolan also
announced they are transferring
in a statement released from the
team on Friday night.

“All three guys told us they
had a great experience, but they
felt their best opportunity for
more playing time was to trans-
fer,” Texas coach Mack Brown
said. “That’s totally understand-
able, and we appreciate every-
thing they did for our program
during their time here. We wish
all three the best of luck in the
future.”

Snead played in eight games
as the backup to Colt McCoy. He
(nmplctcd 26 of 49 passes for
371 yards with two touchdowns
and two interceptions. He also
rushed for a touchdown.

“I just think that for me to
reach my goal of being a start-
ing quarterback, I need to go
somewhere else,” Snead said
T'CU, Houston and Louisville
have all been rumored as pos-
sible choices for Snead.

McCoy Update

Without Snead, the Longhorns
will have little depth under cen-
ter for their bowl game. McCoy
suffered a pinched nerve in his

MEN’S BASKETBALL

THE DAl

VOLLEYBALL

Longhoms advance to Sweet 16

Texas routs Prairie View A&M,
Stephen F. Austin, faces No. 10
Wisconsin at home Friday

By Brad Gray
Daily Texan Staff
It was easy to see the disparity between the Texas
volleyball team and its first and second round

The Longhorns made use of their significant
height advantage and breezed by Prairie View A&M
and Stephen F. Austin, sweeping both teams 3-0 to
advance to the Sweet 16.

“We just got beat by a better team,” Stephen E
Austin head coach Debbie Humphreys said of her

This week, however, things will start to even

Texas will have to buckle down in order to face
the No. 10 seed Wisconsin Badgers. Although Texas

neck at the tail end of Texas’ loss
to Texas A&M

Team trainer Kenny Boyd said
McCoy
progress” in a statement released
by the team.

“One thing we know about
Colt is he’ll work really hard and

is making “significant

do everything in his power to
get back,” Boyd said.

McCoy’s backup will likely be
walk-on senior Matt McCoy, who
has only seen limited playing
time in blowout games. The only
other scholarship quarterback on
the roster is freshman Sherrod
Harris, who is redshirting

Receiver Quan Cosby could be
thrust into the position. He was
a second-team All-American
selection by USA Today at quar-
terback in 2000 and a two-time
2A all-state pick at quarterback
and back. Receiver
Billy Pittman also played quar-
terback in high school

defensive

Other Big 12 set to go bowling

Even after losing consecutive
games to Texas, the Oklahoma
Sooners are still finding ways to
outdo their biggest rivals.

At one point in the season,
the Longhorns’ berth in the
Fiesta Bowl was almost taken
for granted.

Now Bob Stoops and his boys
are headed to Arizona for the
BCS bowl, while Texas’ bowl
game will occur before the new
year.

For the seniors, the bowl bid
means they’ll have played in

women third at Texas Invitational swimming meet
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beat Wisconsin 3-0 at the beginning of the season,
Texas coach Jerritt Elliott envisions a much closer
match-up this time around.

“Wisconsin was injured early in the preseason
so they didn’t really get to train that hard,” Elliott
said. “It’s been a long time since then, and they've
improved dramatically.”

Against Prairie View A&M on Friday, fresh-
man Destinee Hooker unveiled a move she hadn’t
shown at Gregory Gym thus far and began hitting
jump serves. Hooker earned five aces off of hits
that whirled across the court with enough curve to
throw the Prairie View defenders off balance

“We've been utilizing her and the jump serve and
we’'ll continue to do so if it keeps working,” Elliott
said.

Moriarty said.

Moriarty said. “I

Hooker’s transformation from raw talent into a
more polished player stunned Prairie View A&M
hitter Shannon Harrison

“I'm used to playing against her in San Antonio and
we went to the same church back home,” Harrison
said. “She was always tall, but she wasn’t quite grown

didn’t miss a beat against Stephen 1

when I was setting
The Longhorns host the Austin Regional thi

i!‘l;; W L'(‘k\'i‘\] ['he

For the first time
longer be the overwhelming
“Every round you get furtt

it gets that much more intense

s COM

Experienced DWI Attorneys

SECTION
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into her height. She’s more aggressive now
Michelle Moriarty broke the

1 250 career assists Saturday night against Stephen

[exas school record of

E. Austin in only her junior season
“It's great to have individual stuff, but the best
thing would be to have a national championship

Middle blockers Jennifer Todd and Lauren Paolini

Austin

com

bining for 13 kills and a .540 hitting percentage
Neither Paolini nor Todd hit a single error
“We had a great rhythm with the middles tonight,

iust wanted to balance the offense

» COM

winner of Texas’ game against

Wisconsin on Friday will face either No. 2 Stanford
or California on Saturday

in the tournament, Texas will no
favorite
er in the tournament,

Moriarty said

transfer made official

Jacqueline Walker | Daily Texan Staff

Jevan Snead runs for yardage against Kansas State while receiver Limas Sweed looks on. Snead reportedly is
considering TCU, Houston and Louisville. Chris Brown and Greg Dolan also intend to transfer.

each of the different BCS bowls Oklahoma used a 21-7 tri-

during their time at Oklahoma.
“That's what 1 thought about,
this would be the only one I
haven’t been to out of five years,
four BCS games,” quarterback Paul
Thompson said. “So that’s real big,
and just a testament to this coach-
ing staff and to this organization.”

umph over Nebraska in the Big
12 championship to clinch their
bowl bid. The Huskers, mean
while, will be in Dallas for the
Cotton Bowl.

Elsewhere in the Big 12, Texas
A&M accepted a spot in the
Holiday Bowl, meaning they’ll

Gonzaga forces Longhorns to play like

Texas guard D.J. Augustin drives past Gonzaga guard Pierre Marie Altidor-

Paul Connors | Associated Press

Cespedes during the first half of the Basketball Hall of Fame Challenge
basketball game Saturday in Phoenix.

Derek Raivio sinks
7 3-pointers in 87-77
Bulldogs victory

By Cody Hale
Daily Texan Staff

There important
thing Gonzaga coach Mark Few
wanted to take advantage of
against the Longhorns

And that’'s exactly what his
Bulldogs did.

“1 really think they’re going
to be good,” Few said of Texas,
“but right now, we talked about
trying to exploit their youth.”

Despite a strong start, the
Longhorns (5-2

was one

unable

were
to hold off a more experienced
Gonzaga team in Phoenix, Ariz
on Saturday. The 87-77 final
score a bit deceptive after Texas
went on an 18-0 run with five
minutes remaining

There was a list of things that
the Longhorns could have done
differently in this game

Texas, a team that is known
to run the
had a tough time getting the
ball down in the low post and
rushed shots all game. The tran-
sition defense failed to get back
in time as Gonzaga continued
to find the open man — with

court on offense,

Derek Raivio filling that role
more than once

The guard drilled
seven three-pointers on his way

senior

to 27 points in the first game
of the Basketball Hall of Fame
Challenge. Raivio connected on
50 percent of his three-pointers
and fell two short of the school
record set by Dan Dickau

“We weren’t aware of where
sometimes,” Texas
freshman Kevin
“Especially in

he was

Durant said
transition, he
was getting wide open shots
because we didn’t see him
They just made an extra pass,
and he was wide open

With many college scouts in

the arena, Durant surely

didn’t
fail to impress as he matched
his career high with 29 points on
8-for-18 shooting and 10-for-10
from the foul line
added nine rebounds as another

Durant also

freshman, Justin Mason, was the
second-leading scorer for Texas
with 17 points and four assists

Sophomore guard Al
Abrams struggled for the first
time this season, finishing with
just seven points on 3-for 17
shooting

But a lot of that had to do with
how hard it was for Abrams to
find an open shot

“l had to work harder than
I have any other game just to

play against the California
Golden Bears in San Diego,
Cali

“The Holiday Bowl in 5San

Diego provides a stiff challenge,”
A&M coach Dennis Franchione
Cal has

wrote on his web site

FOOTBALL

reshmen

get open,” Abrams said. “It's
disappointing. We had a couple
of days to prepare for them and
we didn’t come out there and
show what we can do

Much of the

Longhorns weren’t able to show

reason the
what they could do is because
the team is not

interacting as

well as they should with one
another

“We haven’t learned to lis
ten and communicate,” Texas

Rick “We

understand vyet the fine

oach Barnes said
aon t
line between winning and los
ing, and it goes back to listening
and communicating
The Longhor trailed by
four with 14 minutes to go aftter
Durant hit two free-throws to
make it 55-51, but

killed

turnovers

and allowed

1exas run

Gonzaga to start a 12-0 run of

its own. The Longhorns com
mitted turnovers o1 their
next three possessions as the
Bulldogs scored off each one
But Texas in learn from

early games like this. And many
times, the Longhorns can learn
something from their opponent
]
as well
We're n

better, we're just

oving the ball a lot
having fun

Raivio said When we've got

three or four guards out there

plaving together, it's a 1ot of fun
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By Adam Bielamowicz
Daily Texan Staff

(1 xXas ( ~n:xi% ) fosh !ﬁv(‘\x
stressed one thing to his team in
the week leading up to the Texas
Invitational swim meet

[ told them that we wanted

» have six strong sessions,” said
I\Y\VQ‘\(’

Consider t! mghorns six-for

1X

'he men imming and dix

ng team competed fiercely in

three morning and three evening

sessions as they finished second t

at the Texas Invitational

AT1Zona

INSIDES

swim meet this weekend, as the
Wildcats edged the Longhorns in

the team competition 787 to 689.
But despite finishing second,
the Longhorns still took care of
business over the weekend.
“Winning the team competition
but all
teams are here to qualify for the
NCAAs,”

is always nice, of these

Reese said

lhe Longhorns closed up
the weekend with four auto-
matic qualifiers for the NCAA

Championships in March, two each
ichael Klueh and
In addi

by sophomore M

freshman Ricky Berens

THE DAILY TEXAN

tion, Texas collected 18 total pro-
visional qualifiers from individual
swimmers and relay teams.

“I was really proud of the way
the guys swam,” said Reese.

After four Longhorns made the
finals in the first-day morning pre-
liminary round, Thursday saw the
Longhorns capture two of their
automatic qualifiers. Berens quali-
fied with his second place finish in
the 100-yard butterfly, and Klueh
followed that with a third place
finish in the 500-yard freestyle.

“It’s really nice to qualify now
and get it out of the way,” Klueh

said. “Now that I'm there, all I
have to worry about is getting bet-
ter for that meet.”

After collecting final
berths in the day two prelims,
Texas collected seven provision-
al qualifying times Friday, two
of which came on relays. The
Longhorns finished second in the
200-yard medley relay and picked
up a victory in the 800-yard free-
style relay, :

seven

falling just two sec-
onds shy of an automatic qualifier,
defeating second-place Arizona
State by almost 11 seconds

“Our relays were great all week-

ORTS

No. 1 Texas finishes second behind Arizona

said Reese. “That 800 time
is the best I've seen in the nation
so far.”

After putting five swimmers
into the finals during the Saturday
prelims, Berens and Klueh each
punched another ticket to the
NCAA Championships. Berens
finished third in the 200-yard but-
terfly while Klueh collected a sec-
ond place finish in the 1650-yard
freestyle.

In addition, Saturday saw

end,”

the
diving team excel as junior Brian
Smith and freshman Mike Wong
finished one-two in the 10-meter

www.dailytexanonline.com

platform event. Their scores quali-
fied both for the
Diving Championships in March

“Our diving team had a pro
ductive meet,” said

Matt Scoggin

diving coach
“Smith had several
months off with a wrist injury, and
it's great to have the real Brian
back with the [Longhorns]. And
we've seen all vear that Mike can
do amazing things

The

for the

meet ends the fall season
They will kick
sason with a d

Longhorns
off the spring se ual

national
]'\

meet against defending

champion Auburn on Jan

Senior Tinnon sets school record for third-place Longhorns

By Colby White

Daily Texan Staff

Kim Brackin has

[exas coach

been stres the importance of

ompeting through training all
t ) ) 5

season. She has stepped the inten

sity in the workouts, believing

that the gain that will be made in
the long term will outweigh the
slight drop off now

Her point may have finally been
proven this weekend

A

No. 12 Texas finished third in the

three-day Texas Invitational this

512.473.8244

Carrying men’s premium
& limited edifion clothing, including:

weekend, falling to No. 1 Stanford
No. 2 Arizona. Arizona

placed first with a score of 860 and

and

Stanford finished with 756
But the
misleading

third-place finish is
Texas” performance
throughout the event was a testa-
ment to their depth. The final day
saw Texas record five NCAA auto-
matic qualifying swims. Senior
Elizabeth Tinnon
the school record for the 100-yard
breaststroke with a time of 59.96
She shaved .18 of a second off the

previous record, held by her.

swimmer set

“It's been a long time coming,”

said Brackin
ly talented,

“Elizabeth is extreme-
and she has been work-
ing toward that for years

Seniors and
Katie Robinson both set new per-
sonal bests and NCAA automatic
qualifying times in the 100-yard

freestyle 200-yard butterfly

Connie Brown

and
respectively.

But with the impressive perfor-
mances over the weekend, it looks
like the training may be finally
kicking in.

“Overall, I'm really pleased with
the entire team effort Everybody

every single person — had a

Low down-payment.

Round-the-clock
claim service.

LESS FOR CAR
INSURANCE. MORE
FOR TATT00S.

Auto and cycle insurance.
Immediate coverage by phone.

Convenient payment plans.

GEICO

732-2211

9041 Research Blvd., Suite 240
Hwy 183 @ Burnet Rd.,

above Black-Eyed Pea

great swim, from lifetime bests to

‘B’ cuts to automatic cuts,” said
Brackin. “The No

this meet is confi

| thing we've
gotten out of
dence and incentive to continue
working hard through what is
always a stressful time with [the]
upcoming finals.”

The
give Texas a gift just in time for
Christmas. No. 9
No. 10 USC were both in atten-
dance at the Invite and both fin-
ished below the Longhorns. No

national rankings may

Florida and

11 Michigan participated in the

Eastern Invitational

FOOTBALL:

Michigan

weekend and thougl
they finished first, the EMU

included no

over the
Invite
ranked teams

nall schools as Nort

many si such

Dakota and
When the

Kalamazoo

new rankings are

released during the upcoming
week, Texas may be able to jump
over these teams and become the
only team with a losing record in
the ‘\‘E‘ 10

The Longhorns will have
to travel to Athens and face oft
against No. 7 Georgia, who boost
an impressive 7-1 record in dua
meet competition

t

A&M late

hit draws apology

From page 1B

been the second-best team in the
Pac 10 over the last five vears
and they have both the offen
sive and defensive players of the
year in the conference
Missouri will play Oregon
State in the Brut Sun Bowl
“We're very excited to be
part of the Brut Sun Bowl
I’i;,\ rs coach Gary Pinkel said
“This game has a long-standing

tradition of providing a great
experience for the teams, and
I can attest to that from per-

sonal experience since I've had a
chance to play there twice before
with Washington

Kansas State rode their upset
of the Longhorns into the Texas
Bowl, where they’ll face Rutgers
who was a defensive stand in
overtime away from Pld\']l'l}.; In
a BCS bowl.

It was also announced Sunday
that Texas Tech accepted a bid to

the Insight Bowl where thevy’ll
encounter Minnesota, and that
Oklahoma State will be fac

Alabama in the PetroSun

Independence Bowl.

ing

Aggies apologize for late hit

Kellen Heard’s late hit on

Colt McCoy as the quarterback

was walking off the field fol
lowing an intercep te 1
the Longhorn’s to th
AZE1esS drew outr 18 t
crowd

&M’s head « Cl 0g1zed
in a letter to Brown that he later
posted o V€ Sit

Wi eLre in pOologi1ze tor
the late hit on Colt b Kelle
Heard,” Franchione’s note says

We do not teach this type of

}‘ixi\ or condone it. After mee
ing with Kellen, I know he
feels badly that this happened
and he expressed that he did
not want to display malicious
intent

We will handle this situa
tion as a coaching staff with
onsequences for the action
Kellen is in complete agree
ment and said that he want
Colt to know that he ce 1inly
regrets it and he gizes f
the incident

[he Holiday Bowl-bound
Ag won’t say how Heard is
t\‘t‘t“i!*tl}‘lﬂ'\\i

“Kellen and his teammates

know this will not be dealt witl
lightly
public

wrote on his website

and that’s enough for the

to know, too,” Franchione

S
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657-1080 512

112,650

9-ft ceilings, walk
in closets, W/D Connec
tion, Free High-Speed In
ternet/Cable. Smokeless,

A ON
THAT

S

Gain experience

Flex hours, scholar
ship possible, can
continue in spring,

Ages 18 to 45

Men and Women
Ages 18 to 50
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ence and price range to
fit YOUR needs! www
GoWestCampus.com

Tuesday through Friday
from 8:30am-2:15pm
For more information

call Jan Stovall at 512-
478-2276
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County

APPLY TO: YMCA
PO Box 819
Round Rock, TX
78680
For more info call
615-5563.

These are part-time, temporary
positions from August through
May. Benefits include free indi
vidual facility membership and
tuition I('l[”l‘“l\('”l'\'“[ P“\l{if im
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ACROSS 34 Inexpenenced in 81 Prank - 5 B B V- P
1 End place for 35 Italian voicano 82 Lower e
vk .t ihte : P :
a 36 Assis a ghts Friday's solution
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Donors average 5150 per specimen

www.123Donate.com

COUNTY LINE BARBE-
CUE Lunch & Dinner
positions available im
mediately. Tips + hourly
wage. Call Dee Dee the
BBQ Queen @327-1742
County Line on the Hill
or Mike Gleinser- County
Line on the Lake @346

3664

EXPEDITER WANTED
expediter wanted at Eno
teca Vespaio. Two part
time positions are avail
able. Pay is $6 an hour
plus tip out. Please apply
n person at 1610 S Con
gress. 512-441-7672

MAMA FU’'S-ALL POSI-
TIONS Mgrs, Servers,
Cashiers, Hosts needed
for Lakeline Blvd at Hwy
183 now and new loca
tion at Southpark Mead-
ows late December

jobs@mamafusaustin
com, 637-6771, or apply
in person!

RANTS Now Hiring Serv-
ers & Host Staff. Flexible
Brodie
and 290 W 512-891-7331

Schedules Ln

Parmer IH35 512

997-9500

NANNIES &
BABYSITTERS
NEEDED!

Are you looking for extra
holiday cash? At MBF
Agency, we have lots of
babysitting jobs that pay
$10+/hr and guarantee
at least 4 hours of work!
You set your own sched
ule. No cost to you. Must
be at least 20 yrs old
Part-time and semester
positions available as
well! Contact Katie at
346-2229 x11 or apply
online at www.mbfagen
cy.com

and

DailyTexanOnline.com/classifieds

SEEKING FT NANNY
8:30am-5:30pm M-F
Prefer recent graduate
in education, spanish,
french, or nursing. Refer
ences Required. Please
call Matt @ 785-4931
FULL TIME & PART TIME
NANNIES needed now
FREE & FAST to register
with us! Jobs from 5-50
hrs and pay up to $15/hr
Apply online or call 302-
1998 ext 3

PART TIME NANNY:
Seeking nurturing &
reliable nanny to pick
up & care for 4 year old
boy after school 2:30-
6pm M-F(some flexibil-
ity in schedule) at our
home in the West Austin
area. Early Education
or Child Development
student preferred. Must
have safe transporta-
tion. Email resume to
asdivinel@yahoo.com

DT WEEKEND
EVERY THURSDAY

to get all your weekly Austin entertainment news.

b

AND PLACE
YOUR AD NOW! *

o
w
)
b
w0
w
S
o
.
-
o
]
@
31
=
o
e
©
>
=
‘©
Q



http://WWW.STRIPPYCOMICS.COM
mailto:theukrainian@gmail.com
http://www.123Donote.coni

Monday December4 2006

FUN FUN FUN REVIEW

Indie stage puts
others to shame

By Jess Williamson
Daily Texan Staff

I'he indie stage was the place
to be at Fun Fun Fun Fest last
Friday. With huge names like
Spoon and Peaches, who needs
some lame dance tent? The
best thing the punk stage could
offer up was aging roosters like
Circle Jerks. The competition
was seemingly put to shame
by the large and in charge indie
stage.

Naturally, a hearty percentage
of the crowd spent the afternoon
looking cool and name-dropping
with like-minded hipsters.

Everyone seemed to stick
around for Austin’s house band,
But the day belonged to
the little guys, like The Octopus
P [t's tu\l;,:h to
the heart-warming joy one feels
approaching Waterloo Park and
hearing the gloriously h\pnulu
beat of the Octopus Project off in
the distance. While approaching

Spoon

roject describe

the indie stage, [ was elated to see
singer Yvonne Lambert onstage
front and center with her perfect-
ly flipped hair and odd collection
of every kind of instrument no
one has ever heard of. Her style
points are off the chart.

Her band mates, Toto Miranda
and Josh Lambert, combined beat
machines and keyboards with
real horn and string samples
while Yvonne swayed back and
forth with her hands carefully
manipulating the antennae-like
extensions of her Theremin, capti-
vating and hypnotizing the audi-
ence with each distorted note.

Peaches, however, stole the
whole show. An amazing set was
culminated with clothing removal
and gyration, especially notewor-
thy considering the December
temperatures

The show came to a close when
Peaches collapsed onstage and
was carried off on a stretcher. Oh,
theatrics

FUN: Tent best place to dance

From page 6B

having previously graced a suc
cessful series of free concerts also
held in Waterloo Park
(\(‘U}‘\'ms.1\\'h|tctun\« arcely
larger than the average UT lecture
hall, the afternoon was kicked off
by Houston’s DJ Ceelus, as a chill

the air and in the

first

of the crowds began to file in
Few were around for his excellent
genre-bler and accessible
set. The tent \ained scarcely
populated throu an excellent

early-afternoon performance by
s Whitey, who in a black

trench coat

London
and fedora churned
out an hour’s worth of superla
rock blending frenetic
instrumentalism with catchy lyr

tive dance

ics and a decidedly British att
tude

[he tide finally began to tum
late in the set of San Antonio’s
Dirty South Ravers, two DJs

\rin looked like 22nd-
century Ghostbusters suits, with
vaguel ilitary armor and mas
SIVe nysterious plastic back
pack \ led less than ten
people at first, curious concertgo
ers began to migrate to the tent
perhaps attracted by the asser
tive, unpretentious electronica

stered by the pair. Within min-
utes the tent is completely filled
with a dancing, throbbing crowd
of dozens, as it would be for the
rest of the night
And so it would
1 and the haze of

persist as the
sun went dowi

smoke and strobe lights lingered
in the air. By sunset the Austin
Fuzion tent had claimed its sta

tus as perhaps the festival’s best
to stay and dance
the dved-

Perhaps the evening’s great-
est moments came in the form
Learning

place wooIing

even black hair crowd

of Austin’s Secrets

duo, who DJed a paradoxically
both energetic and mellow set.
Learning Secrets succeeded
at getting the whole tent mov-
ing and, in one surprisingly
transcendent moment, singmg
along Journey’s “Don’t Stop
Believing” with enthusiasm and
more importantly, not the slight-
est hint of irony. Momentum was
sustained by Thomas Turner of
Austin’s Ghostland Observatory,
eschewing the harder edge his
band is known for to perform an
uncharacteristically cut-and-dry
DJ set punctuated by current hip-
hop hits and occasional bits of
David Bowie
Quintron and Miss Pussycat,
New Orleans natives, captivated
in a vibrant perfor-
incorporating multiple
catchy melodies
and ample screaming. Quintron
started their set in a suit and tie,
eventually shedding down to an
ned undershirt covered in
sweat, perhaps the best evidence
of the duo’s onstage bravado
As the night came to a close,
Austin’s always-dependable D]
Mel, and later Barcelona’s Prefuse
73, maintained a mellow and inti-
mate atmosphere. Most of the
crowds had by this point migrat-
ed to see Spoon or the Circle
Jerks. But those who chose to stick
around were amply rewarded.
“We don’t usually drink dur-
said Quintron earlier
in the evening as he accepted a
beer from an audience member.
“But if it'll help set a bad example
and make the dance tent outshine
the punk tent, then why not?”
But Quintron had no reason
to feel as if in second-place — if
the “dance tent” had anything at
all to prove Friday, it rose to the
challenge, bringing Austin’s elec-
tronica scene to the forefront.

the crowd
mance
mstruments,

1 i1t
unbutic

ing a show,”

FEST: Punk Stage worth visit

From page 6B

they had the power to erase all
the night’s early shortcomings
Beginning with their live staple
What’s What,” Mike Wiebe and
his cohorts tore through great
versions of their road-tested cock-
rock, all the while dashing about
the stage like an asylum escapee
What the show lacked was more
of Wiebe's signature stage diving
and what the show needed less
of was the aamu
ing temperature. Overall though,
Punk
Stage from utter musical suicide
with their once again electric live
performance

Making my way back over to
Negative .»\ppr(w‘h after enjoy-
ing what America
A forward-thinking woman who
enjoys sex (Peaches), | was greet-
ed with the sight of one of the
most ridiculously rough mosh
pits in recent memory. Back in the
old days of the ‘80s Midwestern
Hardcore Punk Scene, Negative
Approach were considered on
par with the likes of Minor Threat
and Black Flag. However, on this
reunion tour, which featured only
some of the original members,
the band’s punk edge had clearly
been filed down. Much like Sex
reunion tour, Negative
Approach sounded much more
metal then they ever did punk
To think about it in a different
way, bands like Minor Threat
were notorious for caring about
everything, from politics to drug
By contrast, bands like Negative
Apprc vach were notorious for not
giving a damn about absolutely
anything and this baseless nihil-
ism rang loud and clear Friday

able below freez

the Gamblers rescued the

fears worst

Pistols’

night, making onlookers all the
more ready to see the main attrac-
tion

As soon as the Circle Jerks
leapt on stage you could feel
the electricity in the air. Keith
Morris, always the showman,
bantered with the u‘u\\'d hilari-
ously behind his waist-length
dreadlocks. As soon as the music
started a career-ending mosh pit
erupted, threatening to swallow
all who entered. Honestly, the
guys who were in mosh
pits at 16 apparently had not real-

same

ized they weighed 100 pounds
more 10 vyears later. The Circle
Jerks, always wrought with

political commentary, pointed
out the Capitol in the distance
as the site of atrocities across the
street, encouraged the crowd to
think with their hearts not their
heads, and blasted such political
greats as Robyn Hitchcock’s “I
Wanna Destroy You.”

Camping out at the Punk Stage
was entirely worth it to hear the
insightful political commentary
and surprisingly well-practiced
punk wail of Morris. Not to men-
tion lead guitarist Greg Hetson is
also a member of Bad Religion,
effectively giving the audience a
two for one deal on punk celebs
After the show fought it's way
to a stop, Morris encouraged
to check out the end
of Spoon’s set as we left. And so,
betore | walked out and after the
Jerks had played their encore, |
walked over to Spoon and heard
a few great tunes from the Indie
giants. The message is clear with
the Circle Jerks: Quality music
comes in many forms, though
few so quality as good old-fash-
ioned hardcore punk

everyone

Brett Riesenfeld, Eric Tarlo, and UT alumus Scott Rubinsky started ATX Menus, a Web site that allows student:

150 restaurants in the Austin area.

L\

5B

Jason Sweeten | Daily Texan Staff

|

to place orders online at more than

MENU: Web site a ‘long-term?’ project for trio

From page 6B

to order online

“We've learned that just giv-
ing students a flier isn’t going to
work
to get it in their head,” said phi-
losophy junior Tarlo. “But
students are coming

[t takes six or seven times

these
to (H“t‘gt'
having been using the computer
since second grac
realize there is no
think they will
with the Web site.”
To reach the student popu
lation, Tarlo, Rubinsky, and
Riesnfield explored such market
ing tools as fliers, sponsorship
of club events and giving
food to organizations

ie, so once they
gimmick, |
comfortable

free
They've
also spent time speaking with
UT business classes, such as an
introductory marketing
with the permission of the pro-
fessors. And tapping into a cur-
rent craze, the company employs
a more creative
tising

class,

form of adver
they put Sudoku chal-
on their fliers and post
Web site
Such ideas prove their greatest
advantage is their innate under-
standing of students

“These are students that know
the campus and know its stu-
dents,” said Asa Christianson,
Pita Pit owner and ATXMenus.
com participant. “They know
how to promote their business.”

Students are clearly jumping
on the ATXMenus.com wagon.
Christianson said that when his
restaurant is
Web site,
deliveries a day as opposed
the usual 10. When a restaurant
is featured, the Web site posts

lenges

the answers on the

featured on the

he generates 30 to 35

A l E N %) ¢
oC= OPEN CAPTIONEO DA'= DESCRIPTW‘AUDOA\:AILABLE

* Pass / Discount Ticket Restrictions Apph

DIG = DIGITAL SOUND RGAIN SHOWS IN ()
Wednesday Discount Shows All Day Excluding // Films

— GIFT CARDS NOW ON SALE!
METROPOLITAN STADIUM 14
I-35 S. AT STASSNEY LANE

Adv. Tix on Sale PURSUIT OF *‘APCYNESHPG 13)

VAN WILDER: RISE OF TAJ (R) - IDREQ'D 0 4

TURISTAS (R) - ID REQ'D 0iG 2253 8 4
THE NATIVITY STORY (PGjoiG (11 230 4 5) 700 74

BOBBY (R) - ID REQ'D pig
DEJAVU (PG-13) DiG 121
FOR YOUR ONS\DERATION (PG
HAPPY FEET (PG) DiG (122 00 310 420 4

STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG-13) pic
FLUSHED AWAY (PG) G
BORAT (R) - ID REQ
BABEL (R) - 10 REQ
THE QUEEN (PG-13) 01 235 4

WESTGATE STADIUM 11

SO. LAMAR & BEN WHITE 800-FANDANGO 3694

Adv. Tix on Sale PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG-13)
Adv. Tix on Sale BLOOD DIAMOND (R) - ID REQ'D #
Adv. Tix on Sale ERAGON (PG) *

Adv. Tix on Sale CHARLOTTE'S WEB (Gl *

THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) 0iG 45215 44 M5
VAN WILDER: RISE OF TAJ (R)- ID REQ'D niG 5

BOBBY (R) - ID REQ'D pi6 T
'ENACUUS D IN: PICK OF DESTINY (R) - l[) REQ D 0IG

DEJA VU (PG-13)D
DECK THE HALLS \PG\ DIG

CASINO ROYALE (PG-13) DiG
HAPPY FEET (PG) DiG 1150
STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG-13) DiG. ”L
BORAT (R) - ID REQ'D 0i6 (12

FLUSHED AWAY (PG) 0iG

ATEWAY STADIUM 16
CAPITAL OF TEXAS AZ&%JBEH!ND WHOLE FOODS

Adv. Tix on SalePURSUfT OF HAPPYNESS (PG-13) »
Adv. Tix on SaleERAGON (PG)

Adv. Tix on Sale CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) »

VAN WILDER: RISE OF TAJ(R)-IDREQD DIG (12

TURISTAS (R) - ID REQ'D DI 1230 255 735 1040
THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) DG 1 3 1
THE FOUNTAIN (PG-13) DiG 12 5
TENACIOUS D IN: PICK OF DESTINY (R) - ID REQ'D pic
7%

DEJAVU (PG-13) DiG 215 1245 320 350
DECK THE HALLS (PG) Di6 121
CASINO ROYALE (PG-13) DiG

HAPPY FEET (PG) bic (116 “

STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG-13) 6
0C & DA: BORAT (R)- 1D REQ'D 016
BORAT (R) - ID REQD 0iG 10525) 1045
« REGAL Arbor Cinema @ Great Hills
JOLLYVILLE RD. N. OF GREAT HILLS
\SHINHE 800-FANDANGO 684+
HEADING SOUTH (NR) 0iG 10 240 510) 7
BOBBY (R) - ID REQD 6
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (PG-13) ig

THE QUEEN (PG-13) DIG (1140 1245 220 345 500 645 730 92

SHUT UP AND SING (R) - ID REQ'D 016 0 230 450) 715 94
BABEL (R) - 1D REQ'D ni6 1230 330) 630 93
THE PRESTIGE (PG-13) 0iG 1150) 65
DEPARTED (R) - 1D REQ'D ni6 250, 945

mes Fo 06 006

to design

ideas to emotior
['here’s not too much in our

jelelt kets

a laugh

“People are borderline incredulous
when | tell them | created ATXMenus.com.
itis a very, very awesome feeling.”

Riesenfeld said with

All three plan to

I spend a year

s0l¢ I\

post-graduation working
Brett Riesenfeld with and stabilizing the busi
ness. Tarlo sees a glimmer of

ATXMenus.com creator

a career in the business and

enter the idea of m
ing ATXN I\Hhu'l\"\ full-time
: job. Riesenfeld and Rubinsks
banner ad on its home page things that is a need on campus, hope to attend UT law school
that promotes that restaurant’s and it’s nice to see something Uncertainties loom ahead, but
special. being done for the lower income  all three resolve to continue their

“There’s definitely evidence . people, or in other words, the involvement in the business

that the Web site is working,” students.” [his is a long-term project

Christianson said. “And it’s good Whether the growing suc tor us,” Riesenfeld said. “It’s not
for us because [online ordering] cess of ATXMenus.com is a something we hope to get in and
runs faster and gets the delivery result of savvy business skills, out of, and we've divvied uy
out faster, with less chance for us  well-executed marketing or the roles in such a way that we

the order.” an trio’s should be able to work the Web
Also impressed with the Web

te is William Carner, a UT busi-

to screw up eager audience, the
natural chemistry

benefits the

undoubtedly site from anywhere

endeavor. Their Meanwhile, thebusiness’s local

ness senior lecturer who allows

dynamics are a strong mix of popularity is reward enough for
the three ATXMenus.com part- passion and dedication tinged all three
ners to speak in his classes about with humor and lighthearted People are borderline incred
their entrepreneurial experienc- ness. They crack jokes when wulous when I tell them I created
€s. appropriate but are analytical ATXMenus.com Riesenfeld
“It'sjusta r'mllvnmtmnccpt’ as needed. They've put much said. “It is a very, very awesome
Carner said. “It's one of those of themselves into the business feeling

Because Mom and Dad won’t
support you forever.

Buy, sell and find stuff
DailyTexanOnline.com/classifieds

Need a video, CD,
DVD, commercial or
iInfomercial produced?

Texas Student Television can help your department reach the eyes

UT DEPARTMENTS

and ears of the Austin community or any audience you are targeting
Staffed by University of Texas students, Texas Student Television is
ready to produce and direct your video needs for all viewe We offer

several services in the line of

video production

to view our work, visit
www.TexasStudentTV.com/departments producnon html

For an estimate and rates call
Texas Student Television at

471-7899

or e-mail us at
production@TexasStudentTV.com

TEXAS S TELEVISION



http://www.TexasStudentTV.com/departments_production.html
mailto:production@TexasStudentTV.com

Top 258565

The blood, sweat and egos it takes to put
together our Best Albums and Films of the Year
Lists can break up friendships and result in a nasty
battle of hair pulling and name-calling, figura
tively of course. We searched blogs, the depths of
our film geekiness and enforced our street cred to

impite our top 25 movies and albums of 2006,
Throughout this week, we'll be counting down to
the top 5, which will run in Friday’s issue. So get
ready to arque with us and your friends about

what made this year entertaining.

Saves the Day
Sound the Alarm

1 ago, label suits told Chris Conley
harming emo was going to
listening for millions of wide

\agers. He wasn't feeling this notion

ssed Into obscunty
ast Ag nley surfaced. While nobody
has paid much attention, his matur ation from
boyish crooner to rough-edged punk has
resulted in the year's most slept on release

ike his genre brethren, he's still very much
jepressed. But when Conley cries, I took a

vrench t y t/carved out my ribs..l

vn face anymore,” he seems

lerabi e sincere
D, At the Drive-In-inspired
POosSt-punk rag n for 12 very concise the
lbur barely longer than an episode of

The Offc ery memorable jams

Ramon Ramirez

7 Tortoise
e A Lazarus Taxon

Named after the paleontological term
r & reappearing species, A Lazarus Taxon, is
tually a box set containing three CDs, a DVD,

A

and a twenty page booklet. A Lazarus Taxon

s remixes by Japanese artist Nobukazu

re, and Mike Watt, along

vith Y lengo and Joy Division covers

simost all of Tortoise’s music

live footage of the band

T

ortoise has been changing music for the last
twelve years and A Lazarus Taxon solidifies
T

Tortoise’s status as a powerful, ireplaceable
force

Jess Williamson

The Game
Doctor’s Advocate

1 nutshell, Doctor’s ocate is The
Game's homage to We ast G-Funk and
the heroes who took this sound to the mass
es. From his pleth f name-checks to the
fact that for 72% of Advocate, Game raps like

younger Dr. Dre with a sharper tongue, the

album shamelessly borrows from the past

However calculated (Game didn't have
Dre produce a single track to show he can
stand on his own, yet every producer brought
in sans Kanye tries to replicate Dre’s signature
club-banging aesthetic), Advocate's top-flight
production coupled with Jayceon Taylor’s
quick-wit and fearless bravado allow it to
work at every level

Essential jams. Especially if you own a

low-rider

5 M. Ward
Post-War

When | heard that M. Ward’s Post-War
would be his first “band record’ | was afraid
that it would stray from the brilliance of his
first few albums. He was “going electric
aind fans of his early work could end up like

the folkies booing Dylan at Newport. To the

ntrary, Post-War may be his best album
yet, relying on the capability of Matt Ward to
nake any song his own
ingle “Chinese islation” teatures Jim
imes of My Morning Jacket on backing

vocals and was accompanied by a great
ide robably haven't seen. Even a

vaway like "“Magic Trick” sounds like Pete

his songbook

that M. Ward is a singer-song
vriter, but something about truncating his
name separates him from the pack. Matt

War for argument, Leslie Feist) is the
iame of ffeeh e yawner, but M. Ward
Zach Emst
Upe¢ ria Q
t IMIC, Despectadied
intithetical to the
derm hip-hoy verment
tt ot iasco skate-boarded on to
the ra fror 3y out in left field, knock
na E-WOIm monuments to typical
D 1dols like mail-boxes
nes ke Uld you please put your
titties closer to tt ipe’s disdain for the
Pl A Iture is evident
Food & J I h more than a bland
ke | it i Kanye We he
€ rOpP: e nt *Dut 'tult
ears the freshne ind INsight ot a young

artist destined to make an impact on the
culture. Flasco has a knack for storytelling

and | as unique stream-of

nsciousness flow tends to string together
ncepts that range from the mundane to
the profound
ipe’s first effort is an instant-classic

Heggie Ugwu
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Students’ business offers
online food ordering

By Tara Seetharam
Daily Texan Staff

Amid the \\l”('\)"t‘ clamor of mid-
terms, all-nighters and Thursday
night adventures, UT students Brett
Riesenfeld, Eric Tarlo, and alum
Scott Rubinsky put their time and
energy into turning a fledgling idea
into a reality called ATXMenus.
com, with hopes of one day becom-
ing authentic entrepreneurs.

“As freshmen, we found our-
selves frustrated with a lack of
dining options,” said Riesenfeld,
a government senior. “We didn’t
have much except an idea, but we
made it work.”

The three law-school hopefuls
converted a long-time friendship
into a business partnership in the
summer of 2005. ATXMenus.com

! fest

is a collaboration of more than 150
local restaurant menus that offers
\\'Il\('ll;\ lli l'll“lﬂ t)l\‘i\";ll‘l'_ W l”‘ 0o
extra charge. Modeled after a simi-
lar Web site created by students
at Pennsylvania State University,
ATXMenus.com has no flat fees
and only charges restaurants when
an order is placed. The Web site is
organized by food category, includ-
ing drink specials, meal specials
and catering options.
ATXMenus.com has been effec-
tively up and running for over a year.
The student-founders insist that it’s
been a tough road, filled with days
of winning over restaurant owners,
perfecting the Web site and hardest
of all, persuading skeptical students

MENU continues or page 5B

Festival highlights electronica, indie,

punk, techno music in

TECHNO STAGE

By Patrick Caldwell

Daily Texan Staff
or five years, attendees of
Austin’s biggest and most
famous outdoor music fes-
tival have had to contend with
often-searing temperatures, send
ing concertgoers scrambling to
find water and shade as they hop
rom big name act to big name

wct. How convenient for illustra

tive purposes, then, that Friday’s
laugural Fun Fun Fun Fest
offered such a stark contrast from

the more celebrated Austin City

Limits Musical Festival i1

\
ent and environment, a difference
no more dramatically apparent
th ! Austin Fuzion tent
Witl focus on presenting the

best in electronica, techno and

vt £ e that ght not have
fit into the indie or punk themes
i 1 on the other two stages, the
Aust Fuzion tent was a more
modest and understated offering

ight from the start. The name
might be familiar to the local
music-savvy Austin Fusion

ed a true pedigree, the title

FUN

Waterloo Park

PUNK STAGE

By John Bradley
Daily Texan Staff

The first noteworthy thing about
Waterloo Park’s Fun Fun Fun Fest
was that there seemed to be literal-
ly no entrance to the park. Hoping

Drew Smith photos | Daily Texan Staff

Above, Brit Daniels of Spoon manhan-
dles his six-string. The band was the
headlining group on the Fun Fun Fun
Festival main stage

Top, “Impeach my bush,” cried Peaches
Friday evening at the Fun Fun Fun
Festival in Waterloo Park. Peaches, A.K.A.
Merrill Beth Nisker, tore up the main
stage with her band’s electronic music.

to catch the Lower Class Brats’ set,
[ missed their entire show circling
the park several times over, finally
coming upon the ticket table, a
grimy shack maintained by unin-
terested worker bees

After a series of minor setbacks,
the first fully digested band taken
in was a foursome of geriatrics from
New York, Electric Frankenstein
They sound like the soundtrack to
a mediocre ‘50s horror movie. Not a
bad ‘50s horror movie, because that
would undoubtedly sound retro,
ironic and interesting, but medio-
cre and boring, whic h is the worst
music of all

Luckily for patrons the always
solid Riverboat Gamblers soon
stormed the stage and advanced
on the excited audience like
wolves on a lamb. Near the front
of the stage a small but dedicated
mosh pit swirled, it was clear that

FEST continues on page 58

Top 255i%ae.

2 ‘The Puffy Chair’
Director Jay Duplass

Indie arthouse film at its finest. In a year
where dark horse “Little Miss Sunshine” won
the hearts of the mainstream audiences,
another, less publicized film stormed the
festivals and makes the list on its pure, low
budget gumption. A first-time effort for the
Austin-based Duplass brothers, “The Puffy
Chair” follows three 20-somethings on a
road trip to deliver a big, puffy recliner for a
birthday present. In essence, it moves around
the dynamics of Josh's relationship with his
brother Rhett and his girlfriend Emily. This
character-oriented gem makes the list and

if we're lucky — the queue of your Netflix

Lauren Thompson

"The Descent
Director Neil Marshall

While | was skeptical at first this Britist

horror film, the brilliant s

spense and clat

trophobia-inducing thrills of “The Descent
kept me on edge throughout the whole film
The story follows the struggle of a groug

six girlfriends on their annual caving trig

The expedition goes horribly wrong wher
the girls fall victim to a cave-in, as well as
some man-like creatures that reside in the
uncharted tunnels. Director Neil Miller alsc
doesn't skimp on the fake blood and grue

SOMe fe.

A Scanner Darkly
Director Richard Linklater

Adapting a Phillip K. Dick story normally

means Hollywood adc

sequences and explosio
sci-fi yarns (i.e. Total Recall, Minority Rep
Paycheck) but Richard Linklater cra
beautiful think piece out of one of Dick’s
more personal stories starring Keanu Reeves
and Winona Ryder. By using the rotoscop
ing technology pioneered in Linklater’s filry
“Waking Life," he was able to take Dick’s sto
about drugs and addiction and make it a
more dreamlike yet still grounded feature
than its epic predecessors

P
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Alex Reaner
Alex Regnery

Tenacious D: The Pick of Destiny
Director Liam Lynch

Before this movie, Jack Black could only
rock your face off on stage, but this year he
did it on the silver screen. “Tenacious D" has it
all: acoustic guitars that somehow manage to
rock, an amazing soundtrack, Meat Loaf star
ring as Jack Black’s father, and appearances by
Ben Stiller, former Black Sabbath lead singer
Dio, Tim Robbins and Dave Grohl as Satan

EW

2 1 ‘Superman Returns
Director Bryan Singer

Bryan Singer left the X-Men franchise in
the hands of Brett Ratner much to the cha
grin of Professor Xavier fans, but for Man of
Steel fans he was a godsend. Paying mucho
homage to Richard Donner’s original, Singer
crafted a fine film full of thrills, gorgeous cin
ematography, and romance. Brandon Routh,
did the impossible by filling Christopher
Reeve's shoes but also made the character
his own, providing the world with its “S” clad
savior once again
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