Yoty 27, 1762

Dear Mr, Bemmett:

Was happy te reeeive yeur letter, First, let me thamk yeu fer
roeturning the Imgrid Limd beek, and fer emelesing the page with the symbels
fer the first side of the disk em it, Yeu may want this fer yeur ewn use,
se am returning it te yeu,

In answer te yeur guestiems, first let me say that im the epeming
of my mss, I de NOT say hew I arrived at my cemclusiems, I simply give the
oconelusions themselves, Simce the material is umfamiliar te mest peeple
(the Cretam symbels te these whe ki ®w mething ef that peried, amd the astrelegy
to whese whe are umfaniliar with the subjeet) it seemed simplest te hanmdle
the material im this fashiem, The epeming of the mss, states my eemelusiens,
and HOW I arrived at them is discussed im detail umder the headimg - "The
phxxt Phaistes Disk" - er - "The tramslatiem ef the Disk",

Unfertunately, as 1 believe I wrete yeu before)ny enly ether sepy
of the mss, is in Califermia amd I de met have it te hamd te refer te, se I
cannet give yeu pages te refer te im this letter, but I ean give yeu the
headings under whiech differemt material is handled,

I can eertainly sympathize with yeur statememt that "there is mere
astrelegy tham® I thimk I want beferehand", Se let me say semethimg em this
and several ether questiems befere I amswer yeur speeifie questiems ecemcerning
the symbels fer lee amd se em, Perhaps because astrelegy has beeceme se firmly
equated with superstitiem amd "Cemey Iglamd fertume telling" it is diffieult
for xmmx mest peeple te realize that it is a subjeet which requires study te
understand its cemecepts, Phrased differemntly, eme may take firsgt year astrelegy
just as eme may take first year Frew éh er first year arithmetie, Mathematiscians
say that mathematies is a lamguage ef symbels, amd astrelegy is such a language
alse, I cam illustrg Ye this quite readily: ON & ef the early attempts te
analyze the astrelegy ef amciemt eivilizatiems is te be feund im "The Babylemianm
Expedition ef the Umiversity ef Peulylva.nfj_’.u", edited by H, V, Hilpreeht,
Philadelphia, 1907, pubiished by the University ef Pemmsylvamia, Velume IV,
On puge 103 there i. seme bafflement because Ea is represemted in eme illus-
tration as the waterman peurimg twe streams (ef the Tigris amd Euphrates rivers,
I might add) frem twe urms, and im anether illustratiem Ea is idemtified with
the geatfish ef Capriserm, Aetually, there i. me eemfu.iem here - the symbelism,
or the symbelie lamguage if yeu prefer, is quite elear, Ea was the ever.erd
of the three signs er cemstelliatiems that surreunded the winter selstise,
Ba, with the uri 5 as Aquarius, is Ba ef the Taurean age, whem Aquarius was
the eonter eof the wimter selstice =~ er Ea as cemedived ef by the Sumeriams
and Akkadians, while Ea with the geatfish ef Capricera, was Ea ef the fellewing
wesond Ariam age, er Ea as cemceived ef by the Babylemiams ef the first
enpire, The symbelical lamguage is abselutely unambigueus, if yeu have the
key te readimg it §

In the epeming ef the mss, I simply gave my comclusiems, them I
gave seme backgreund material, whieh it is meeessary te understand and te
accept grovisionallz in erder te tackle the actual symbel by symbel tramslatiem
of the disk, Perhaps I did net amplify this whele epemimg sectien emeugh, er
give emeugh illustratiems, I will have te re-read the mss, at sueh time
as I have a cepy te do se,



It was my feeling that, in erder te understamd the tramslatien,
net tee much teechmical astrelegickl kmewledge was meeded em the purt ef the
reader, (Perhaps I was wremg im this,) But that it was neecessary te give
seme of the histoerical develepment ef the zediae im the centuries preceding
the writing ef the disk, Fer example, a medern persern with seme kmewledge
of astrelegical concepts weuld met immediately idemtify the twe Eas cerreetly,
simee he weuld m et kmew that astrelegy-astrememy was used im early Mesepetamia
te recerd precessienmal ages, Onece he understeed that, he ceuld immediately
distinguish between the twe Eas,

You say yeu fimd im sigms 1, 13, and 22, "nething in commen,"
I will amplify this, altheugh I did te seme extent at least hamdle this inm
my gemeral imtreductery amd basckground sectiems, The Mesepetamiams leved
te play variatioms em themes, I used the early Hebrew alphabet as am illus-
tratien of this type ef thimg, Alse they leeked fer everlapping meanings,
for deuble imsight. imte truth te be feund im the same material, Their
love of "sacred pums" is illustrative ef this, Geerges Centemau in "Everyday
Life in Assyria", Martindale Press (?), NYC, showed imsight imte this,
As he explaimed it they breke werds dewn i:i’b syllables, wrete syllables
baskwards as well as ferwards, Each new arrangement preduced a mew truth,
and all of the truths everlapped amd gave greater meaming te the whele, As
Centemeau stated - te the medera mimd this might seem like am arid exerecise,
but te the Babylemiems (Assyriams, et al) it was much like the medera seiemtist
axxning oexamining things under a micrescepe., I weuld say that they were
ereating language, and werds had te be studied frem every amgle te make language
an imtelligible means of cemmumicatien amnd alse a vehisle capable ef supperting
peetry, evekiy g = images and meeds and se on,

In any event, im the disk there is a similar variation mf em themes -
each variatiem has a speeific imtentiem, and - whem Lee is shewm by slightly
different symh els at differemt times it is imtemtiemal, amd much theught amd
ingenuity wemt imnte the cheice ef the partioular symbels,

You questienm my emissiem eof 18A, and yeu are right te de se, I did
take it inte eemsideratiem, but = as I remember - did nmet write abeut it im
the mss,, but sheuld have deme se, In the whele cemtral seetien ef the first
side ef the disk there is a zediaec amd a half, with six signs - fumaxt Aquarius
threugh Camcer emitted, Them there is a bridge te tho euter rim in 18A, and
in the euter rim there is eme emtire zediae, On the seeend side im the whele
ecent_ral seetiem there is eme xiix entire zediae amd the six signs that were
emitted em the first half are alse included, Them thure is a bridge te the
euter rim and there is eme emtire zediae in the euter rim, There is symmetry
in this patterm, Semeene called 0, Weidner emce studied the e.rly Omen texts
frem the Assyriam libraries and feund 17 signs ef the zediae, whish he cemcluded
must represemt a prete-zediae, Umfertumately this was published im a Germen
jeurnal and I do met read Germam, Hewever, I wrete dewn as many symbels as
I ceuld find fer the zediae im Babylem, e, 1900 BC, and there were sevemteen,
But these were symbels - NOT signs, Fer example, Scerpie as the sign ef sex
was symbelized by cepulatimg vipers, amd as the sigm ef death amd the effert
te transeend death was symbelized by a bird, Aquarius was symbelized by the
urn, representing the water that ceuld be stered im jars at the time ef the
winter fleeds, amd by the water mam with the twe life-givimg streams whiech
symbelized m.m in centrel ef the chaes ef the winter selstiee, and alse by
the eagle ef Altair im the censtellatien adjaeent te Aquarius, Thus, there
were only twelve sigms, but mere tham eme symbel ceuld &k adhere te amy
sign giving it psychelegieal thiekmess, Death amd the effert te transeend
death{ at the autumm equimex (in the T.uream age - beth these interpretatiems
date back te the Tauream age), and the mear death ef the Sum at the winmter
selstiee and its triumphant rebirth symbelized im the eagle ef Aquila,



I give Weidmer here as am illustratiem, because eceasiemally
Bible schelars temtatively idemtify certaim texts as having pessible astrel-
ogical evertemes, them they xxk shy away frem any such cenclusiems, because
0, Weidner has shewn that there was enly a prete-zediae e, 800-700 B,C,
Centenau feund that the amalegeus type ef thimking that was cemmen im Mes-
epetania and Western Asia was similar te the amalegeus thinking ef astrelegy,
but he tee feumd that O, Weidnmer prehibited his fellewing diwn em that line

of theught,

The Assyriams stated that the Omem lists were quite amcient, amd while
scholars sheuld net take that stat_enent at fase value, mevertheless, si mce
I find such a highly develeped zediae befere 2000 B,C, im Mesepetamia I can
believe that they were telling the truth, Them, if eme cemsidors the symmetry
and delicate gracc ef the vases amd bewls ereated by the Sumerians - net
te mentiem their ether aceemplishments in the arts ef civilizatiem - it seems
impessible te believe that they ceuld have created such a cumberseme and
moaningless cencept as a 17-sign zediasc, They did met, Rather they created
a twelve-sign zediae, which bulged at psychelegically critieal peimts with
with several symbels,

Have geme imte this at seme lemgth Goauso the petterm ef beth sides
of the disk has an essemtial symmetry - there are three zediacs in all,
zediaes en eaeh side, 18-A, thus, must fulfill seme differemt functiem, If
you loek at it en side A, yeu can see that, while it is emclesed by limes as
are the ether seetiems, it it mevertheless trea.ted differemtly, Om the left
it ferms & b arrier te 18, er the last ef the sectiems eof the ecemtral seetiem
of the disk, at the tep - and en the left at the bettem it ferms a similar
barrier te the fimal sign ef the zediac om the euter rim, amd en the right it
fosms a i arrier te the first sigm ef the zediac em the euter rim, I weuld
xxxumxkkxk assume that the twe symbels it centains are selar emes, simnee this
side of the disk is im hemer ef the plemetary gea ef the Sum, 18-A divides
the whele eemtral sectiem of the disk frem the euter rim, The immer sectien
may be the eivilized werld md the euter rim the edges ef the werld, I thimk ( E
that is the signifieamee, altheugh I am met sure, What is eertain is that - |2
18-A acts as & barrier, er a punctuatiem mark ef seme type. Om side B the
treatment «f of this same area is slightly differemt, Sestiem # has me barrier
te the passageway that weuld be 18-A if there were such a barrier, Nevertheless,
the small amimal head is slippimg imte th.t pass.geway and is prebably a
Meen symbel,

You arc puzzled, tee, by the meaning ef "heuses", Here, as I rcmenmber,
I used four werds mere er less imterchangeably and rather leesely - They are
"heuses, hemes, signs, censtellatiems", They arv used im the fellewimg sense =
Venus tules Taurus, amd Taurus is the heuse, hm, sign a.nd/or censtellatien
of Venua. ik * : <
Probe.lLly I sheuld explain that usage very clearly in & fntmte, sinee "heuses"
in astrelegy mey be used im a techmical semse te deseribe x certain areas
of the eeliptie as they are at any mement im relatiem te the easterm and western
herizens ef a given lecality and te the upper and lewer meridiems ef the same

ldoality. f

In studying thedisk I werked frem a diagram thgt was repreduced in
"Extinet" Lamguages" by Jehammes Frivdriih, Philesephidal Library, New Yerk,
ia® 1957, In the figures yeu sent me the cemtral symbel fer A-24 is placed
at a different amgle tham it is in the diagram I werked frem, Alse it has
a det imserted im it, amd the hand has been recemstructed, I de met kmew
whether my diagr.m is im errer, but - if it is - them that symbel eceuld met
pessibly be a map ef Afrieca as I temtatively suggested,



£
New for t he actual imterpretatien ef the disk, The first side
is ever -simplified amd I thimk because it was to give elues that anyene
of that time whe had had three years ef astrelegy-astrenemy ceuld fellew,
The euter rim I teek te giving direet elues te the imterpretatiem ef the
second side - as im the map of Africa te be feumd en A-24 and se on,

_, Ome variatienm that eam be played em the zediac is te break it dewm
inte t hree squares, The square begimning with Iee is Lee, Seerpie, Aquarius
and Taurus, Since the Sum rules Lee, eme may ever-simplify this square by
emphasizing selar symbels im all four sigms - this is legitimate since these
signs marked the feur pivetal peimts in the emmual joeurmey ef the Sun during
the them fairly reeemt Tauream age, Om A-1l eme fimds the Sum at smxw
heme im his ewn heuse-heme-sign-semstellatien, and he is at heme witheut his
crested headdress, There is alse the flewer ef the Sum, and a seepter that
I have called the secepter with the fleral emblem, which I believe is Egyptiam
(amd will return te this later im this letter), These same symbels are repeated
exaetly at A-4 Seerpie, a very elear clue that the sigms ef the zediac are
being takem im erder em this first side ef the disk, At A-7 Aquarius three
selar symbels are imtreduced - the smake, the bird, amd the eirele with the
seven dets imside, These same three symbels are repeated at the mext pesitien
in A~10 Taurus, At the next pesitien A-13 Lee, they are repeated agaim, and
the Sum appears again (this is H 1s heme) with his effiecial erested headdress,
A-13 is repeated at the mext peint in A-16 Seerpie,

This is ever-simplifieatien and I thimk deme intemtiemally te give
clear clues te the interpretatien ef the disk,

On the euter rim the symbels begim te chamge (because this is the
euter, less civilized pertien ef the werld? er im erder te give elues te the
interpretatien eof the mere cemplicated second side ef thedisk? I think perhaps
fer beth reasems), Nevertheless, eme fimds at A-19 Taurus, a repetitiem ef
the flewer ef the Sum, § he bird, the ecircle amd the head ef the Sum itself
making the clue net tee difficult te fellow, In =midiw additien, there is a
seepter fer the Sum, A-22 repeats the sx smake and the bird and a variatiem
on a flewer er plant of seme sert, With %k Scerpie and Aquarius the symbels
change abruptly, fer reasems which Itried te analyze in my nmss,

I alse discussed the faet that the differemt birds flew in differemnt
directiens, whieh see in my mss,

Anether variatiem that cem be played em the zedias is te divide
it inte kiwmx feur equilateral kximmgmi triamgles (diseussed in the mss),
A third way is €9 pair signs that are eppesite, I DO NOT REMEMBER IF I
GAVE ENOUGH SPACE TO THIS IN THE MSS,, se will explain t hat here, heping
that I am net repeating myself,

The eppesite ai;i;.s of the zediae were censidered as complementary
pairs, Thus, Aries the first sigm is ruled by Mars, the maseuline primeiple,
and is placed as a cemplementary eppesite te Libra, ruled by Vemus, the femimine
prineciple, Venus ef Taurus is them paired with Mars ef Scerpie, The Sum
and Meen, kmkk conmsidered as manifestatioms ef the vital life ferse, s ¢ L.C
paired with Saturm =xmi in Capricern amd Aquarius, respectively., Im lesepetamia
Saturn was ruler ef the sea (and the winter fleeds amnd rains), and was alse
the ruler ef deaf h, TH Is is the winter selstiece where the Sunm nearly
dies but is miraculeusly rebern, Thus Sum-Meen in cemplementary balance
with Saturm is the axis ef charaster: the vital life ferce is chastemed
and restrained by the Saturm ebstaecles amd hindramees with which it has
to cepe, The last ceomplementary axis is that ef Jupiter-Mereoury, te be
found im Sagittarius-Gemini amd Pisees-Virge, Here Jupit ér is visiem and

YoEsury She o&iéng%m gsﬁﬁ‘iﬂtgngrl‘{%mury seience, They are cen-



In Babylen Mercury-Nebe was alse the sen ef Jupiter-iarduk and his
messenger, seribe and schelar,

_ Returmin g te Side-A ef the disk, in A-5 Jupit er is intreduced in
Sagit tarius with a flower symbel, a ferked branch er sIingshet er whatnet
which is a Jupit_®oriam symbel and a seepter, In Gemini A-1l Mercury runs
i:Brough his ewm heme with & seepter, amd whem he gets around te Sagittarius
(appearing fer the sesemd time) at A-17 he runs with his seepter threugh
his father's heuse, This, agaim, is am ever-simplificatien but eme that
any three-year studemt ef astrelegy-astromemy at € hat time ceuld have deciphered
quite readily,

In similar fashien Caneer A-12 is the same as Capricerm A-18, I
think that this eemstitut ¢s a majer clue te the faet that the disk has te
do with Egypt (please see mss, for amplifieatien ef this), There is the beat
at the summer selstice, Egyptian style, and again halfway around the sediae
at that eritical turming peii t in that oress, amd there is the seepter with
the fleral emblem which I believe must be ef Egyptian erigin, Sin ce that
seepter first appears im Lee, I think it must mean - "We are talkimg ef Egypt"-
or - "We are talking te Egypt", 'w~€kc@7i‘

/i

The emly place where a sign is repeated exaetly (as I remember) is
in A-3 amnd A-15 beth fer Libra (but mete that Aries eppesite it in A-9 contaims
mmmnyxe many of the same symbels), This must have beem deme imtentiemally,
even theugh I em met ah le at,this x peint te imterpret the imtentiem with
any eertainty, X Sinee and the part ef Egypt surreunding it was ruled
by Libra accerding te the later Ptedemy (and accerding te my interpretatiem
of the disk) the symbels used im A-3 and A-15 may peint speeifically te the
city ef Thebes., Ceuld the first symbel, which I can't interpret be Egyptian}
ax It is used in these twe pesitiems, and emnly these twe pesitiems em the
disk,

&L

Have gemeylemg emeugh in this letter, It might be a geed idea fer
me te give illustratiems ef the feur fixed signs greuped tegether im the
seetion of the mss, where I diseuss the symbels te be feund in them - this
weuld be visually easier fer the reader., Alse, perhaps I should repeat pertimemt
passages ef my general intreductery and backgreund material whemever I wish
te empley any particular part ef it im the sectien that deals with the aectual
translatien eof the disk, I weuld have te see the mss, again te be sure,

In the meantime I hepe this is of seme help en seme of the peints
that puzzled yeu, And please de write me agaim fer any ether questienms,
Certainly it is a help te me if I see that I have failed te give a full eneugh
expesitien of any ef the astreleogieal ecencepts invelved, er have failed te
make the mss, as clear und explieit as pessible,

Sineerely,
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