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What Not to Wear to a
Texas Barbecue, 1957

by Lynn Mally

When Coco Chanel received the Neiman Marcus Award for Distinguished Service in the
Field of Fashion in 1957, she asked to visit a ranch during her trip to Dallas.  Her host,
Stanley Marcus, obliged her by throwing a barbecue at his brother’s spread in her honor.
It included, among other things, a cow fashion show. And this is what she wore—a trim
suit, a fur scarf, a Chanel handbag, and white gloves.  I wonder what she thought when
she saw how her hosts, Billie and Stanley Marcus, were dressed.

But apparently she was not the only one who didn’t have the right clothes for a
barbecue.  According to Marcus’s memoir, Minding the Store , “It turned out that she
didn’t like the taste of the barbecued meat and the highly seasoned beans, so she
dumped her plate surreptitiously under the table. Unfortunately, the contents hit the
satin slippers of Elizabeth Arden, who was seated next to her.”
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Chanel, Stanley Marcus, Mary “Biliie” Marcus, Elizabeth Arden watching the “Bovine Fashion Show”
at Stanley Marcus’ Western Party. (DeGolyer Library: Photographs, Manuscripts, and Imprints)

Lynn Mally taught modern Russian history at the University of California at Irvine until
she retired to become a seamstress and an historian of American fashion. She writes
the blog, American Age Fashion, where this article was originally posted on January 31,
2014.

You might also like:
Stanley Marcus, Minding the Store: The Neiman-Marcus Story (1975)
Lynn Mally, Culture of the Future: The Proletkult Movement in Revolutionary Russia
(1990)
Lisa Chaney, Coco Chanel: An Intimate Life (2012)
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