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April 21, 1948
Dear Mr. Bennett,

Shucks! As 1 think I explained, my letter was written in a hurry,
and I made a mistake. I have your Aefle, of course. It bothers myg that
I can't remember why I gave you AelA, which does occur at Knossos, while
your form does not. It 18 probably because I am certain both are
inflectional varlants of A® , whilch appears In statements, usually Ag’fi

| Initlal statements, though not 1tself Initial, and I strongly suspect m a

you have it at Pylos, although I haven't seen 1t., I have been looking s(. & 2
for it too. I keep changing my mind about the languaze of Pylos. At
presept, I'm inclined to think that 1t is very like that of Knossos,
but switech again before I finish thls letter, At any rate, the
vocabulg ries are much more similar than our lists of identical words
shows, because I have what are almost certainly Inflectlonal variants
of other words of yours, though the forms are not identical. What 1s
even more cogent, many of these simflarities occur in what seem to be
sentences, That is, they involve words rather than names (although there
are similarities in names too), : i

I also suspect that ¥ may be a miswritten B, but can't make it comex

out to my satisfaction. The first .sign &s too rare, and not quite the

game ., (ddiwdian = Mt f‘w,q, typde oydaed

Ditto for M and.™ and the "ox-head". I wrote Sir John to that effect
last year, when I was trying to get him to change hils sign list.

7 1s certainly some variant of . I'm inclined to think that the
first sign of R3rY 1s another variant of this, becanse ® exilsts.

The Metropolitan casts are not too useful for dublous sligns, because
the casts are not guite as clear as the originals, naturally. I haven't
seen the originals, but I have seen FEvana' photographs of some, and
as a result, changed my oplnion of dublous signs several times. Ny notes
are full of questlon marks that must be answered only from the origlnasls.

The "saffﬁfnﬂmq\gn, gs you know, occurs at Rnogsos as a rhsrakizxsizmy
commod ity sign.:”I 3 dﬁ‘%ﬁy you asked: PM iv Fig., 704 d contalins an
error., It bothered me too, until I looked at the photograph. R 1s :
probably % , though the number does look like the sign. (Yope ~htafther Yo A

Since I last wrote, I've been over the inscriptions again. I thinky/
there may be one example of V' (and several where¥ or ¥ are possible 4
readings). It Is, at any rate, extremely rare at Knossos, :

§ occurs a few times, I set it down as®@ but it may possibly be
yourﬁﬁh . 1t has the cross-bar, but the long vertical goes through the
bottom of the lower curve in several cases. The other two signs do not
occur at adl, though the first 1s probably a variantxz of the phonetic ¥
and the ideographic M, n'est-ce pas? That 1s, I don't mean a phonetic
variasnt, but a graphic varlant wlth another meaning.

I am inclined to think that Pl 1s sometimes writtenf , since, after
all, the differente between a slightly curved stroke and a straight line
1s sometimes impossible to make out in clay. M (Knossos doesn't have your

) is probably the.same, though it has a tendency to occur regularly
n cettain words, while it sometimes appears in words elsewhere spelled
with k|- But the writing of the tablets where 1t occurs 1s usually more
stylized in other ways as well. B is annoying. It occurs regularly



L of

-

rarely, and under such condit¢ions that it may be a miswtittenB , whicH
1s sometimes wrltten R, so that 13 1s zaneédwdbIeaxkhmix poszible that
a crogs-bar 1s invisible, I had tentabively theorized that B was a form
for @ 1In initial position (since the latter almost never occurs initially)
but againat that is the fact that R occurs, though very rarely, both
as medlal and final., I haven't been able to eliminate or explain away
these Instances,

When the happy day comes when we all have all the evidence, a lot
of these dif ficulties will disappear. In a way this period isn't too bad,
because we are formilating the questlions that must be answered, and so
will know exactly what to look for when we get the chance.,

I'm not too certain about§ % ed®, especially since }, with an oval,
not a circle, 1s a common form of the last. It could be that the others
are ldeographic--I mean, ideograms used phonetically, perhaps with more
than syllabic value. My policy is always to simplify in the sign 1list,
but keep the variants when writing words, and keep them in mind.

I hope I have a chance to talk to you. Our®,¥, versus®R has to
be cleared up. I suspect it's due to a handwiklting change between the
time of Knossos and Pglos. My distinction wor#ts in nine cases out of
ten, but in the tenth, I xamk can't be sure. I've tried to keep your
distinction in .mind as well, but it doesn't work either, since there are
a few cases afjf&\that is, erossed legs and an interlor vertical, which
must be nw'ﬂ, and your uncrossed legs. Generally, at Knossos, the first
sign, (your uncrossed legs) has curved legs as well, whide the other
(your crossed legs) are usually straight. I've given up trying to differen-

tiste the superstructures.

8 1s still extremely bothersome. The trouble with it is that the

. best examples occur in the "Man" inscription, where it is certainly

different from Qid T , since both of these also occur. But that inscription
1s almost impossible in spots. It's too bad, because 1t is the -longest
Knossos inscription.
By the way, did I tell you that I have no example of the alternation
of final 2,k,#, but do have pairs of these in various combinations? I

found your statement about them most 1lluminating, and 1t has helped mne,
in some cases, in xEmxki tantative restorations.

My talk, I am afraid, will not be too 1lluminating for you, since
it will be guite elementary, and I won't show any slides of unpublished
inscriptions. But I will discuss technigues connected with decipherment,
and some of the problems. Analysis of the avallable material comes
first, of course, and there we are all handicapped because the validity
of our assumptions of what is lmportant and what it meansy cannot be
established untll many differing opinions are evaluated and combined.

My anawdréng letters immedlately 1s due not so much to virtue as to
expediency. Once anything 1s put in my "to be answered" file, it stays
there for months.

Thank you for .your informatlion. #s we both know, every little bit
helps,

Sincerely

ol feeten s
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