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STANOLIND OiL AND GAas CoMPANY
HousToN. Taxas

July 21, 1941

Mrs., Helea Jeanne Plummer
3109 Walling
Augtin, Texas

Deay® Hirs, Plummer:

Classification of the Wilcox as "Middle Eoocome?
was my own idea, and had a reason behing 4t. For several yoars
I have beocn interested in Wilcox faunas and have been scoling
reliable criteria for determining the top of the Wilecox im the
subgurfaoe.

I bogan by making a fairly detailled study,
paleontologic-and lithologie, of the Wilecox and lower Claiborno
seotion a8 exposed in Alabama and Missiseippl. This study was
carried into the subgurface of south Alebama and south Miassiss-
ippi, then pursued westward across Louisiana and Texas.

- A1l this work indicated that, so far as miecro-
foscils aroc concerned, the basal Claiborne (Reklaw or beds of
equivalent age) is very closely related to the upper Wilcox
(Hatohetigbeo - Baghi). In the surface end subsurface section
of Alabama end Miosiseippi the lithologie change from Wilecox
to lower Claidorne often 1o very marke@. In the subsurface of
parts of Louisiana and much of TPexas the change is very elight.
The questionablo age of the Carrizo is a fair illustration of
the surface problem in the Tezae region.

My opinion ig that the Hatchetigbee - Bashi
fauna is somecwhat oloser to the dasal Claiborne fauma than to
the Tuscshoma - Nanafalia. While I have had diffioulty in de-
tormining the change from basal Claiborne to uppermost Wileox
faunas, I bave seldom had any trouble in deciding when the
Puscahoma - Nenafalie fauna appeared. I have found this so
fram Alabama to the Rio Grande.

I$ ie true, as you say, that there was little
1f any break in sedimsntation from Midway to Wileox. I believe
1t 15 aleo true that there was likewise hardly any break in sed-
imentation from Wilcoxz to Claiborne. It mst be admitted that

Py




ca e

s~

Mrg.Holen Jeanne Plummer - #2, 7-21-41,

the Tuscahoma-Nanafalia microfauna is vory similar to that of
the Midway. However, the Tuscahoma-Kanafalia contains certain
very charactorigtic species, ostracods and forams, which gerve
to identify 1t,

As I see 1t, the difference vetwsen the Hatoh-
etigbec-Bashi miorofauna and the Tuscahoma-Nanafalia microfauna
is more important than the differenco betwesn the basal Claiborme
microfauna and the Hatchetigbeo-Bashi microfauna. Since I 414
not feel bold cnough to place an important palcontologic dreak
in the middle of the Wilecox lithologie umit, I did what I con-
sidered noxt best, and placed the whole Wiloax in "Middle Eocsne".

0f course, if tho ildwey is considered as Paleo-
oene rathor than lower Eocene, the Wilecox very properly falls
into lower TPoceno.

I think I oust have missed out on your last
mailing 1isgt, '

Hoping to sece you vhen you are next in Houston,
Ian

Very truly yours,

J. B. Garrett
JBG:pm





