SERVING THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS

~ ™ 11x Texax

SDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2002

VOL. 102, NO. !

Bush continues Japan visit
TOKYO — Sizing up Asia’s trouble spots,
President Bush said Tuesday that Japan's

recessionravaged economy “is on the path to

reform” after forcefully defending his harddine

stance against missile-trafficking North Korea.

Japan is mired in its third recession in a

decade, with unemployment at a postwar high

of 5.6 percent. Banks are saddled with bil-
lions of dollars in bad loans and deflation is
wiping out the value of property they hold as
collateral.

> See BUSH, Page 3

Tape shows FDNY courage

NEW YORK — The firefighters’ move-
ments are calm as they amive at the burmning
north tower of the World Trade Center. Their
eyes grow wide as the magnitude of their
mission becomes clear. Then come the
thumps — one after another — and a voice
saying that people are jumping.

The tape by French filmmakers Gedeon
and Jules Naudet is an extraordinary account
of the cataclysmic moments that, for many of
the men captured on it, were their last.

The fire department is using the tape as
an investigative tool, but it also contains his-
torical significance and great personal mean-
ing, spokesman Francis Gribbon said.

: b ot

Yates’ murder trial begins

HOUSTON — Andrea Yates’ severe men-
tal problems drove her to drown her children
in their bathtub last year, Yates' attomey told
jurors Monday as the Houston mother’s capk
tal murder trial got under way.

Prosecutors seeking the death penalty for

Yates, 37, agreed she suffered from a mental

illness, but contended she knew her actions
were wrong when she held each of her chil
dren beneath water until they no longer could
breathe.

“She knew this was an illegal thing,” Harris

County assistant district attomey Joe Owmby
said during opening statements.

Drug makers steal fertilizer

TOLEDO, Ohio — A siphoning hose on the
ground next to a tank filled with farm fertilizer
was the first clue that drug thieves had
tapped into the tank at a fertilizer plant to
steal anhydrous ammonia — a volatile ingre-
dient that can be used to produce metham-
phetamine.

Fertilizer plants and farms nationwide are
increasingly being targeted as popularity and

production of meth soars. Thefts have spread

throughout the South and Midwest, according
to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration.

Bavarian runs for chancellor

MUNICH, Germany — State governor
Edmund Stoiber is out to smash the mold of
the beerdrinking, ultraconservative Bavarian.
Running for chancellor, he hopes Bavaria's
economic success will outweigh the stereo-
types when the nation votes on Sept. 22.

Prim and a bit bookish, Stoiber is difficult
to pigeonhole as a raucous beerhall cam-
paigner, but the 60year-old faces a critical

hurdle: On issues such as gay rights, abortion

and immigration, Bavarian politicians have
long been conservative and proud of it.

Council resolution seeks
more classroom space

By Jennifer Mock
Daily Texan Staff

The Faculty Council approved a resolution
Monday that requires all future buildings
and renovations of academic facilities on
campus to include 15 percent of the assigna-
ble space as general-purpose classrooms.

This measure, proposed by the Faculty
Building Advisory Committee, is to make
planners aware of the high deficit of gener-
al-purpose classrooms around campus,
said Jack Gilbert, a chemistry and biochem-
istry professor and member of the FBAC.

Gilbert said without this resolution, the
University will continue to build facilities

with no consideration of general-purpose
classroom space.

“We're not doing our job in constructing
buildings with general-purpose classrooms
in them,” he said. “It forces the planners for
the academic buildings to consider gener-
al-purpose classrooms. It is a way of catch-
ing their attention.”

None of the buildings built during the
1990s have any designated general-pur-
pose classroom space. Some recent exam-
ples are the Connally Center of fustice, the
Seay Building and the Blaaton At
Museum.

Though the resolution goes to the
provost’s office for review, followed by the

link
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Classroom space on campus

The following campus buildings have more than 30 percent
classroom space:

Bullding Name Year Bullt Classroom Area Percentage

Burdine Hall 1970 41.6%
Garrison Hall 1926 38.5%
Batts Hall 1951 33.5%
Parlin Hall 1955 41.6%

The following campus buildings — the 10 most recently
built or renovated — have no classroom space:

Bullding Name

president’s office, Gilbert said, the fact that
it passed the Faculty Council gives it weight

with the administration. Year Completed

“It shows the faculty support the idea Sutton Hall 1990
that we need an increased inventory of gen- Goldsmith Hall 1990
s classrooms,” he said. “It gives | snoo of Social Work Building 1992
P;ng(t),suof%‘;e")(m weight going into the Bernard and Audre Rapoport Building 1995

Bruce Palka, chairman of the Faculty E.P Schoch Building . 1996
Coundil, said the passage of the resolution Moffett Molecular Blololgleunldmg 11997
shows the concern faculty has for students’ Dorothy H. Gebauer Building 1998
learning experience at the University. Connally Center for Justice 2000

“The faculty are actually passing a reso- Applied Computational Engineering 2000

lution benefiting students because students
should want better classrooms,” he said.

See COUNCIL, Page 2

and Sciences Building
Sarah M. and Charles E. Seay Building 2002

Source: Jack Gilbert, Faculty Building Advisory Committee
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Britney Spears’ new movie
Crossroads had our critic singing a
sour song, “Oops, She Did it Again.”
See Entertainment, Page 16
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Katie King, running on the Achieve ticket, Stacey Kounelias and Kevin Robnett, on the One ticket, and Mandy Price, of the

Action ticket, debate in Jester Auditorium Monday night.

SG tickets talk about platform differences

’ BY AUSTIN KINGHORN Daily Texan Staff

M‘% tudent Government tickets

and candidates for The Daily
Texan editor squared off to debate
platform issues and discuss the future
of SG Monday.

The majority of those attending the
debate, held in Jester Auditorium,
were candidates for SG offices.

Presidential nominees from the four
platforms — One, Achieve, Imagine
and Action — answered questions in
the moderated debate. Nominees
spoke about the differences in their
platforms, student representation, lob-
bying for increased funding from the
state Legislature and concerns about
SG's effectiveness.

Mandy Price, Action presidential
candidate, pledged to fight for a stu-
dent member on the Board of Regents
and committed to improving diversity

L —

within the SG assembly.

“We want to provide representation
for different areas of the city, as many
schools do,” Price said. “We also want
to put up a Web site where students
can put up their complaints and expe-
riences so you can better judge where

ACHIEVE TICKET

Katie King, presidential candidate

Nada Antoun, vice presidential candidate
ONE TICKET

Kevin Robnett, presidential candidate

APD quickens
traming due to

police shortage

By Esther Wang
Daily Texan Staff

The Austin Police Department’s recent decision to shorten its
cadet training period — a move to fill its 107 officer vacancies —
has watchdogs worried that it might lead to a less effective
police force.

APD shortened its cadet classes — from 32 weeks to 27 weeks
— in response to the city’s increased need for officers to address
security concerns after the Sept. 11 attacks.

“We felt we were in a crisis situation,” said Paul Flaningan,
APD spokesman. “We need to get more officers on the street
because of homeland defense.”

APD officials don’t foresee a dropoff in officer effectiveness
due to the shortened training period, as the lost weeks will be
made up through on-the-job training and paid overtime,
Flaningan said.

He said community polic-
ing skills and other nonessen-
tial teachings would be part of
the five weeks eliminated from
the training period. Driving
and weapons training, among
others, will remain.

But during a time when
many of the state’s cadets are
failing the final examination
required to become a police
officer, shorter cadet classes
and less training are not the
answers to the problem of
how to fill the officer ranks,
said Scott Henson, a police
watchdog.

Henson, who works for the
American Civil Liberties
Union, questioned the reasons
for the change and said it is
only a temporary solution to
the deeper, long-term prob-
lem of how to meet increased
demand for police officers in a
time when people’s interest in
the force is decreasing.

“That's not going to help,” he said. “The real problem is ulti-
mately not going to be solved by shortening the training time.”

In addition to the labor shortage, APD is facing pressure from
outside groups to lower standards across the board. Lowering

“We felt we
were in a crisis
situation. ... We
need to get more
officers on the
street because

of homeland

defense.”

Matt Archer/Daily Texan Staff

— Paul Flaningan,
APD spokesman

you want to live next year.”

Kevin Robnett, One presidential
candidate, outlined a platform aimed
at increasing student diversity and
unity through a partnership with the
Cabinet of College Councils and the
development of a Campus Life
Council designed to revitalize cam-
pus and community spirit.

“We've seen the same ideas recur-
ring over and over again, and we
need to ask ourselves why. We are
offering you a solution,” Robnett said.

See DEBATE, Page 2

Stacy Kounelias, vice presidential candidate
ACTION TICKET

Mandy Price, presidential candidate

Seth Kovar, vice presidential candidate
IMAGINE TICKET

Sonia Nezamzadeh, presidential candidate

Travis Hunt, vice presidential candidate

Jesse E. Harris
Jason Hunter N
Source: Student Government Office

standards would make becoming an officer easier and increase
the size of the force — a goal that groups such as the police union
and the Downtown Alliance want to achieve, Henson said.

“Its not just them wanting to lower the training, it’s the push to
make the test less hard; it's the push to lower standards,” he said.

The criminal history standards were lowered last year by the
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and
Education, and now allow those who have committed violent
crimes to become officers. Previously, people with a violent
criminal past were barred from the police force.

TCLEOSE also made changes last fall to the state exam that
cadets must pass to graduate from police academy. Since then,
more than half have failed the exam. Twenty-two out of 42
cadets who graduated from the Austin Police Academy two
weeks ago had failed the exam.

See CADETS, Page 2

Students hold event to raise donations for local food bank

Brothers Beaux
and Zak Loy of
Damesviolet play
on the steps of
Gregory Gym. The
concert kicked
off a food drive
sponsored by
KVRX, KVR-TV,
The Dally Texan,
the Student
Volunteer Board
and Capital Area
Food Bank.

Kellar Hall/
Daily Texan Staff

By Kirk Watson
Daily Texan Staff

year.”

A crowd of more than 50 UT students and
Austinites flocked around Gregory Gym Monday
evening to donate canned food for Operation:
Feed Austin and listen to local band Damesviolet.

Operation: Feed Austin is a joint venture
between the Student Volunteer Board, KVRX,
KVR-TV and The Daily Texan to collect canned food
for the Capital Area Food Bank and spread infor-
mation about the need for year-round donations.

The first campuswide effort to raise food dona-
tions will continue until March 3, and collection
points will be scattered around the University.

“This is a great opportunity for the community
to get together. It's a totally unprecedented cam-
puswide event, ” said Kristie Gibson, events plan-
ner for the CAFB. “We've had a lot of support
from the community, during the months of
November and December. However, people tend
to forget about the food bank for the rest of the

According to information provided by the
Capital Area Food Bank, one in every four chil-
dren faces the reality of food insecurity, which
means that they simply do not know if they will
have the opportunity to eat on a daily basis.

Gibson said the rising cost of living in the city,
coupled with the economic downturn, has only
intensified the situation.

“There has definitely been an increase in the
need for assistance here in Austin,”Gibson said.
“Since the beginning of 2001, the number of peo-
ple seeking assistance has increased over 100
percent.”

Andrew Araiza, a journalism junior and creator
of Operation: Feed Austin, said he developed the
program to fulfill the needs in the city, as well as
to unify UT student groups.

“I asked around the food bank and we discov-
ered that this would be a way to work together,”
said Araiza, a staff development director for
KVR-TV. “I think we really need to be more
involved in the community.”

See DRIVE, Page 2
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Council to allow Diversity, lobbying discussed in debate
policy exceptions

COUNCIL, from 1

John Durbin, secretary of the Faculty
Council, said the emphasis needs to be
placed on classrooms when building and
renovating facilities because many gener-
al-purpose classrooms are in disrepair

“We build a lot of buildings, and they
have all been built without classrooms,
forcing us to teach classes in classrooms

that are unsatisfactory,” he said. “The
new psychology building is hugc and
there are no classrooms in it.”

Mark Alpert, a marketing professor,
said though he agrees w ith the intent of
the resolution to get more classrooms
built, he said there would be too many
éxceptions filed because 15 percent is
impossible to attain in some buildings
with specific purposes.

Any exceptions to the resolution
must bL approve d by the president, fol-
lowing the advice of the Faculty
Building Advisory Committee and the
raClllh(*g and Space Council.

“All policies have and should have

A Dialogue
o . WWORLID

exceptions, but we should write a poli-
cy that will not have 90 percent excep-
tions,” Alpert said. “I don’t quarrel with
the goal, I argue with the wording.”

Alpert said he thinks buildings des-
ignated as office space should not have
to go through the dean of the college to
get exempted from the 15 percent man-
date.

“If remodeling does not take away
any classrooms, then you should not be
asked to add them,” he said. “Existing
office buildings should be kept as a sep-
arate category.”

Gilbert said the exceptions would not
be hard to get or justify if office space or
teaching lab space is needed more than
general-purpose classroom space.

“We know that office space is needed
just like general-purpose classroom
space is needed,” he said. “The idea is
that this will set a benchmark and excep-
tions to that benchmark are expected
from buildings with special needs. But if
you don’t have a benchmark then peo-
ple won’t worry about it.”

Perspectives

on Development
in Latin America

LY s A4 ol Al b f

KevynoTe AppRess, Feb. 19, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Bass Lecture Hall, SRH Unit 3

Welcome by Provost Sheldon Ekland-Olson
Moderated by Vice-Provost Victoria Rodriguez

Economic and Political Perspectives for

Latin America and the Caribbean Region

David de Ferranti, V.P for Latin America and the Caribbean
Marcelo Giugale, Lead Economist for Mexico

DEBATE, from 1

“Our idea [is] if you keep doing the
same things over and over you're
always going to get the same results.
It's a new millennium, and we're a
new Student Government.”

Imagine presidential candidate
Sonia Nezamzadeh discussed placing a
student member on the board, improv-
ing diversity and housing representa-
tion, online feedback, a partnership
with the Cabinet of College Councils
and the expansion of the Disch-Faulk
and Forty Acres bus routes.

“Our platform is not our platform,
it's your platform,” Nezamzadeh

said. “Our goal is making sure every
voice is heard from the board to
administration to faculty. Student
Government needs to be visible to
every one, every day.”

Katie King, Achieve presidential
candidate, included student lobbying
the state Legislature as the primary
goal of Achieve’s platform as well as
removing Social Security numbers
from student ID cards and student ID
numbers.

“Something that happens in the
Texas Legislature affects every stu-
dent here regardless of their interests
on campus,” King said. “We know
how legislation is passed, and we
know how to mobilize students to

talk about issues that are going to
affect everyone.”

The debate also featured Jesse
Harris and Jason Hunter, candidates
for Texan editor.

Harris advocated taking a look at
the editor election process because the
Texan editor is the only student-
appointed editor position in the
nation, while also calling for monthly
meetings between the editorial board
and students.

“I think the Texan is doing a won-
derful job of being a watchdog, and
we need to continue that tradition to
be sure things like the fee increase
don’t happen again without student
consent,” Harris said.

Hunter also called for more input
from the student body and advocat-
ed preserving the general election of
editor.

“The student body has a right to
decide which direction this paper,
funded by your money, is going to go
next year,” Hunter said. “Columns on
the Opinions page have tended to
lean toward the left, and if I am elect-
ed, I will work to ensure that a variety
of opinions are represented.”

Elections are Feb. 26-27 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at several campus loca-
tions. There will be extended voting
hours from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the
Undergraduate Library and Gregory
Gym. :

Police exam

failure rate

worries APD watchdog

CADETS, from 1

“The fact that more than half
the people failed the test — that’s
the problem,” Henson said.

And since a law requiring new
cadets to receive racial profiling
training took effect in January,
Henson said he doesn’t know
how the Austin Police Academy
will adequately train its cadets to
enter the force.

“We're not against having
more cops, but they should meet
the standards,” he said.

APD officials, however, are
confident their new officers will
be just as well-trained as previ-
ous cadet classes. Flaningan said
that despite the reduced training
schedule, the Austin Police
Academy’s cadet training period
is still one of the longest and
most thorough in the state.

“We have some of the most
strict standards to become a
police officer in the state,”
Flaningan said. “And we still
turn away more people than we
accept.”

Visit us on the Web www.dailytexanonline.com
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PaneL Discussions, Feb. 20, 10:30 A.m.—12:00 nooN

Texas Union Eastwoods Room 2.102

Social Protection and Development

in Latin America

Gillette Hall, Economist

David Warren, Senior Social Protection Specialist

London.............5294
Paris................5335
Brussels..........$473
Madrid.............5477
Rio de Janeiro...S744
San Jose CR. .....5474

Fares are round-trip. Restrictions

BUDGET HOTELS
for as little as

8

Texas Union Asian Culture Room 4.224
Indigenous People and Afrolatins
Josefina Stubbs, Senior Social Development Specialist

Dobie Room FAC

A Comparative Perspective:

Brazil & Mexico

Marcelo Giugale, Lead Economist for Mexico
Mark Thomas, Economist

Sponsored by the Office of the President, Office of the Executive Vice
President and Provost, LBJ School of Public Affairs, and Teresa Lozano
Long Institute of Latin American Studies of the College of Liberal Arts.
For more info., Visit hitp.//www. utexas.eau/cola/llilas/events/index.htm/
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THE UT LAaw ScHOOL

FEDERALIST SOCIETY AND THE
INTERCOLLEGIATE STUDIES INSTITUTE

PRESENT:

may apply. Tax not included.

Gregory Gym 512.479.7400
2116 Guadalupe St. 512.472.2900

Www.isi.org

PROFESSOR ROBERT GEORGE

“Freedom, Reason, and the Rule of Law”

Wednesday, Feb. 20, 1:30 pm
UT Law School Auditorium

o George is Professor of Jurisprudence and Director of the James Madison
Program in American Ideals and Institutions at Princeton University.

George was recently appointed to the President’s Council on Bioethics. He
served from 1993-98 on the United States Commission on Civil Rights, and
is a former Judicial Fellow at the Supreme Court of the United States.

Free to students and the public. Complimentary
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Drive targets Greeks,
dorms, college councils

DRIVE, from 1

Melanie Gleason, a social work
sophomore and spokeswoman for
the Student Volunteer Board, devel-
oped the program along with Araiza.

“We have three targets, which are
the Greek System, the dorms and all
the college councils,” Gleason said.
“Obviously, we're expecting a few
bumps, since this is the first time that
there’s been a program like this. As
long as we get people involved and

aware, then I think we’re doing what
we need to be.”

Between songs, onlookers were
informed about the program and
what they could do to help.

Bob Mattsson, a chemistry fresh-
man, said that he was drawn to the
event by the fanfare.

“I heard something about the food
drive, before, but I forgot about it
until now,” Mattsson said. “I'm sure
that I will try and contribute a few
cans, it seems worthwhile.”

Good time to go to a game

An even better reason for going to the
Texas women'’s basketball game Tuesday
night than watching a showdown with the
Horns’ archrival Oklahoma are the two pro-
motions being done by the Texas marketing

department.

By just attending the game, one student
will get a semester of books free through a

drawing.

Also, student groups going to the game
will have the chance to earn $300 by show-
ing the most spirit. The runner-up group

will receive a $200 cash prize.

TOMORROW'’S
FORECAST
High Low

73 44

How can you go almost all day and not
realize that your shirt is inside out? Now,
it was snapHront shirt, so it's O.K., but
the seams were still on the outside. At
11:39 p.m., a very observant staffer
asks, “Is your shirt inside out?”

on to help you sleep at night, you may qualify
' ,in all month clinical research trial fo

Professional

Qualjty

Research, Inc.

512.374.9998
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Bush pushes for Japanese reform

By The Associated Press

TOKYO — Sizing up
Asia’s trouble spots,
President Bush said Tuesday
that Japan’s recession-rav-
aged economy “is on the path
to reform” after forcefully
defending his hard-line
stance against missile-traf-
ficking North Korea.

Japan is mired in its third
recession in a decade, with
unumployment at a postwar
high of 5.6 percent. Banks are
saddled with billions of dol-
lars in bad loans and defla-
tion is wiping out the value of
property they hold as collat-
eral.

After nearly a year of inac-
tion, Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi repack-
aged his efforts to fight defla-
tion and revive a sagging
banking sector. He hoped that
Bush'’s visit would give new
momentum to his reform
plans.

“1 shall not slacken these
structural reform efforts,”
Koizumi said.

Bush gave Koizumi a vote
of confidence in an address to
the nation’s legislature
Tuesday.

“I value my relationship
with the prime minister,”
Bush told the Diet. “He is a
leader who values the energy
and determination of his
country.”

After the speech to the
Diet, Bush ate lunch at the
Imperial Palace with
Emperor Akihito and then

continued on to Seoul, South
Korea.

“Japan has some of the
most competitive corpora-
tions, some of the most edu-
cated and motivated workers
in the world. And Japan,
thanks to my friend Junichiro
Koizumi, is on the path to
reform,” Bush told the Diet,
the oldest legislative body in
Asia, according to excerpts
released by the White House.

In their news conference, a
defensive Koizumi seemed to
blame the bad economy, in
part, on the mood of the
Japanese people. “Japan has
lost confidence in itself,” he
said.

Bush’s address to the Diet
struck a more optimistic
chord: “I'm confident that
Japan’s greatest era lies
ahead.”

Aides moved quickly to
correct a mistake Bush made
in the news conference that
caused the Japanese yen to
dip against the dollar.

Seeking to show support
for Koizumi’s economic poli-
cies, Bush said at a news con-
ference that he and the prime
minister had discussed “non-
performing loans, the devalu-
ation issue and regulatory
reform.”

Shortly after the news con-
ference, White House aides

_ said Bush misspoke and the

two leaders had actually
talked about deflation — not
devaluation, the much more
prickly issue of Japan alleged-
ly letting its yen drop in value

Associated Press

President Bush shakes hands with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi during a joint
news conference in Tokyo Monday. Bush is on a weeklong tour through Asia.

against the dollar to make its
exports more competitive
overseas.

The official White House
transcript included a rare
footnote to point out the error.

Koizumi brushed aside dif-
ferences with Bush over the
“axis of evil” policy and glob-
al warming,

He called Bush'’s alterna-
tive to the environmental

Kyoto treaty a “positive pro-
posal,” but added: “We'd like
to see further efforts on the
part of the United States.”

On Iran, Iraq and North
Korea, the prime minister
said the leaders had talked
“very frankly” and “very can-
didly” — diplomatic
euphemisms for a conflict. He
said the United States should
consider “normalization of

relations with North Korea,”
even as Bush issued dire
warnings to the communist
regime.

In their private talks, Bush
aides said, the president
asked Koizumi, whose coun-
try has formal relations with
Iran, to tell Tehran that it
must stop sponsoring terror-
1sm.

U.S. general to help Atghans establish national army

By The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A US.
general began a mission Monday to
help Afghanistan establish a national
army with fighters loyal to the central
government instead of the tribal lead-
ers or local warlords.

I'he visit by Maj. Gen. Charles
Campbell, chief of staff of the U.S.
Central Command, is part of a plan to
create a training program for the
Afghan army, a military representa-
tive at the U.S. Embassy said.

US. soldiers are expected to arrive
in about a month to begin training an
Afghan force of about 600 men, the

official said. The Afghan officers
would go on to train future army
units.

Since the fall of the Taliban, war-
lords have sought to extend their
authority in several provinces. The
cohesion of the government itself
came into question last week when
interim Prime Minister Hamid Karzai
accused high-ranking officials within
his own administration of assassinat-
ing the aviation and tourism minister.

Virtually every day brings a
reminder that Afghanistan has a long
way to go in its pursuit of peace.

Land- and sea-based planes
launched airstrikes against enemy
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forces in eastern Afghanistan over the
weekend after coalition forces were
attacked while trying to pass a road-
block, U.S. officials confirmed.

And police in Pakistan found four
rockets aimed at part of Karachi
International Airport used by the U.S.-
led coalition in Afghanistan. Waqar
Mulan, an airport security official, said
the Chinese-made rockets were
equipped with homemade launchers
and a timing device for automatic fir-
ing.

Police defused the rockets without
incident.

Afghan authorities, meanwhile, dis-
puted U.S. accounts of a firefight at the

U .S.-controlled base at Kandahar last
week, saying their inquiry shows
American forces there probably never
came under attack.

A US. spokesman at the base called
the assertion “beyond belief.” Two
American suffered flesh
wounds in Wednesday’s heavy fire on
the perimeter of the Kandahar base

soldiers
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Bush comment may
resurface at Seoul trip

By The Assoclated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush'’s visit to South Korea starting
Tuesday likely would be little more
than a routine show of support for a
valued ally were it not for a single sen-
tence he included in his State of the
Union address.

The repercussions were felt all the
way to Seoul when Bush said: “North
Korea is a regime arming with missiles
and weapons of mass destruction,
while starving its citizens.”

Bush’s words seemed to clash with
the four-year effort of South Korean
President Kim Dae-jung to reach out to
his northern neighbor. Kim believes
that gestures of friendship will build
confidence and reduce the prospects
of another war.

Kim once said his North Korean
counterpart, Kim Jong Il, should have
shared the Nobel Peace Prize that the
South Korean leader won after their
friendly summit meeting in
Pyongyang in 2000. In contrast, Bush
says Kim Jong II's government is part
of an exclusive “axis of evil” with Iran
and Iraq.

Bush, whose Korea visit will include
a stop in the demilitarized zone that
separates the two rivals, said Saturday
he supports South Korea’s attempts to
reconcile with the North.

But, he added, America “will not
allow North Korea and other danger-
ous regimes to threaten freedom with
weapons of mass destruction.”

Pyongyang’s export of missiles, pri-
marily to Iran, is a major administra-
tion concern. Anthony Cordesman, a
military analyst at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies,
said North Korea’s sale of missile tech-
nology to Iran “has created an imme-
diate, serious and growing capability
to target U.S. forces and allies in the
Middle East.”

Describing North Korea’s overall
missile sales program, National
Security adviser Condoleezza Rice
said last week, “They’re stocking a lot
of the world right now.”

But many in South Korea worry that
Bush’s tough stand could create insta-
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bility on the peninsula, no small mat-
ter considering the vast military force
Pyongyang has deployed not far from
Seoul and its 15 million citizens

Some in South Korea note that
North Korea has seemed far less inter-
ested in an accommodation with
South Korea since Bush took office 13
months ago. They blame the more
hard-nosed policy Bush has demon-
strated all along compared with
President Clinton.

With Bush’s visit to Seoul in mind,
Secretary of State Colin Powell moved
quickly to reassure South Koreans that
Bush'’s words did not signify a backing
away from the administration’s eight
month old commitment to seek a dia-
logue with Pyongyang,.

Bush says he clearly favors a North-
South dialogue as well but diplomats
wonder whether this will be enough to
erase the impression of a growing gap
between the two over how to deal
with Narth Korea. :

The South Korean president has not
offered judgments about Bush’s State
of the Union comments. His office has
reaffirmed the importance of the US.-
South Korean alliance in the pursuit of
peace.

Powell noted Sunday there are
some positive aspects in relations with
North Korea. He pointed out that the
North’s 1994 commitment to freeze.a
nuclear weapons program is still in
effect. Also, he said, the North has
abided by a 1999 missile test moratori-
um.

Pyongyang has characterized
Bush’s “axis of evil” remarks as just
short of a declaration of war.
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Kris Banks

Fannmie’s Fat

on Subsidy

Anyone looking to get into the home mortgaging busi-
ness faces some tough competition because not only are
they up against normal heartless corporations, but also
heartless corporations backed by the U.S. government.

The Federal National Mortgage Association, or Fannie
Mae, and the Federal Home Mortgage Corp., or Freddie
Mac, are corporations chartered and subsidized by the gov-
ernment to assist low- and middle-income homebuyers get
mortgages. The companies received an estimated $10.6 bil-
lion in federal subsidy in 2000.

According to a recent report by FM Watch, an organiza-
tion dedicated to tracking the two government-sponsored
enterprises, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac have fallen
behind in their congressionally mandated mission. The
report says that lenders without federal subsidy made 24
percent more loans to below-median-income families —
the mission with which the two government sponsored
corporationms are charged.

Private lenders also beat out the federally backed corpo-
rations in serving minorities, with 30 percent more loans
for blacks and 11 percent more loans to Hispanics. With
minority home ownership being 27 percent lower than
average Arherican home ownership, it seems there would
be a niche in the market.

While Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac haven’t been so hot at
providing affordable housing, they have done exceptionally
well at raking in profits. The. market share for the two cor-
porations rose 24.4 percent between 1996 and 2000. Private
institutions enjoyed only a 14.5 percent increase. It’s easy to
do well when you're getting billions from the government.

Congress should take a good look at who they’re giving
handouts to. Companies that are performing Fannie Mae’s
mission better than Fannie Mae are more deserving of
Fannie Mae’s money.

All Not Golden
with Olympics

Though it's not our intention to shatter anyone’s child-
like innocence, the Texan must report the following: The
International Olympic Committee might be riddled with
corruption.

So maybe you didn’t get that news here first, but now
seems like as good a time as any to broach the subject
again. With the recent debacle unfolding in Salt Lake City
— call it “Skategate” or whatever — the public at large is
once again reminded of how dimly the Olympic torch
sometimes burns.

In recent years the Games haven’t been so much a spec-
tacle for seeing world-class athletic feats as they have been
a spectator sport for watching institutional greed and cor-
ruption unfold.

Just taking into account the most recent Olympics, scan-
dal has been hovering above Salt Lake City since 1998
when a special probe was ordered by the U.S. Olympic
Committee to investigate the city’s bid for the games. That
probe resulted in the rightful defamation of Salt Lake City,
the IOC and bid-city selection processes.

But years pass, the Games go on and the general public
largely forgets impropriety associated with Salt Lake City
and the Olympics, until now.

Perhaps destined to haunt the IOC longer than the city-
selection bribery scandal, Doublemedalgate will show it’s
ugly head time and again.

New dimensions of the fiasco will emerge because of IOC
corruption and ineptitude. Already people are questioning
the effect the scandal will have on the legitimacy of past and
future rankings in subjectively scored Olympic events.

One case that will surely surface again will be that of Roy
Jones Jr. who was denied the gold medal for boxing in
Seoul when judges were found to have been bribed to sup-
port another boxer.

Perhaps more light could be shed on Jones” case and
cases like his, but doing so will only further tarnish the
much-beleagured Olympic image.

Yet again it seems the IOC should do some house clean-
ing and work on ways that it can prevent future scandal
and be more genuinely credible. Getting the torch as far
away from Salt Lake City might not be a bad place to start.
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Sex education, Berkeley style

By Monty Markland
Daily Texan Staff

Vibrators, sex shops, gothic gay porn and
trips to sex clubs for class orgies; all of these
activities will get you college credit at the
University of California at Berkeley.

The University of Texas offers extension
courses, UC Berkeley offers ...

Stunning revelations regarding the
human sexuality courses offered at UC
Berkeley, under their unique de-Cal pro-
gram, once again cast doubt on the value of
such nonacademic curriculum.

The de-Cal program, short for
Democratic Education at Cal, now faces an
unsure future after its was revealed that the
human sexuality courses offered each
semester under the auspices of the
Women’s  Studies department have

. descended into debauchery.

The two courses, titled Female Sexuality
and Male Sexuality, count two units — the
equivalent of two credit hours — towards a
Berkeley student’s degree.

In the Female Sexuality course, manda-
tory assignments include a body image col-
lage and the fantasy project, a project in
which students describe a sexual fantasy.

While moral absence seems to be encour-
aged, physical absence will be punished.
According to the course syllabus, more
than three unexcused absences will result
in a failing grade.

The textbook for the course is Cunt, by
Inga Muscio. The Web site instructs that the
textbook may be found at Good Vibrations,
a local sex shop.

Assignments listed on the course syl-
labus include: “Color anatomicals picture
from the Cunt Coloring Book,” and “Find
your G-Spot or someone else’s! — Write
one page about your experience.”

Movies viewed during the course
include Carol Queen’s Guide to Vibrators and
Killing Us Softly I11.

The course is in such demand that

The climax of the male sexuality course
appears to bave occured when the class
took a field trip to a strip club where
instructors performed sex acts onstage
while students watched.

instructors have established an essay appli-
cation process to detefmine admittance.

According to the Campus Report Online,
guest speakers included Nina Hartley, a
“prominent” porn-star, and representatives
of the aforementioned sex shop, Good
Vibrations.

Students in the Male Sexuality section of
the course viewed a variety of porn clips —
ranging from soft porn to gay porn— and
discussed self-castration as a legitimate
lifestyle choice.

According to reports in The Daily
Californian, the climax of the male sexuality
course appears to have occured when the
class took a field trip to a strip club where
instructors perfnrmed sex acts onstage
while students watched.

Both courses have cast a shadow over the
student-directed coursework offered under
the de-Cal program.

According to the de-Cal Web site, “The
de-Cal program facilitates student-initiated
courses in cooperation with UC Berkeley
faculty to broaden the education, and the
university experience, of all Cal students.”

Regulations require that the content of
the de-Cal courses be approved by both the
professor and the chair of the appropriate
department — or inappropriate depart-
ment, as the case may be.

A sampling of de-Cal
“Deejaying — Uncovered at Last,”

courses:

“The

Joy of Garbage,” and “The Erotic as
Power,” a course “dedicated to exploring
erotica within the context of modern cul-
ture.”

Ironically, a course entitled “American
Public Universities — Is the Goal of
Learning Being Met?” is also offered
through de-Cal. It appears, sadly, that the
answer to that well-posed question is a
resounding, hardcore no.

There have been no reports of salacious
activity coming out of UT human sexuality
course offerings.

UT students have two options each
semester when it comes to learning about
human sexuality.

Educational Psycology 363, Human
Sexuality, is taught by Larry Brownstein, an
education lecturer, and Nancv Daley, an
adjunct assistant professor; five of the six
sections were full at the beginning of this
semester.

The University also offers Kinesiology
366, Human Se\uallt\ taught by Karol
Kaye Harris, an education lecturer; all three
of thl.s courses’ sections were at Lapauty as
well.

These UT courses, unlike their Berkeley
counterparts, focus mainly on the physiolo-
gy and psychology of sex, including dis-
cussion on safe-sex practices and sexually
transmitted diseases.

The elevated level of content in the UT

courses does not, however, exempt them
from public scrutiny.

Our own administrators should take a
serious look at whether these classes are
appropriate for an environment of higher
education.

The question to be considered is not
whether the content is appropriate for con-
senting adults. The question is whether or
not the content has any academic, rather
than social, value.

While learning about safe sex, the dan-
gers of sexually transmitted disease, and
the psychology of sex may serve a purpose,
it does not serve an academic one.

If UT officials fail to closely examine the
academic rigor of UT sexuality courses,
then our University is in danger of tum-
bling over the cliff of intellectual bankrupt-
cy, a precipice from which UC Berkeley has
already plunged.

We can easily judge and dismiss the
Animal House antics of the Berkeley sex-
squad as non-academic. It is more difficult,
however, to draw the thin line of discretion
between Berkeley debauche and real
coursework.

If we fail, as an academic community, to
make a clear distinction between bath-
room-stall biology and higher education,
then as an academic community, we will
fail.

Let's grow up and let the University
attend to its mandated mission of educa-
tion by shunning juvenille psuedo-academ-
ic antics in favour of traditional learning
and study:.

Further information on the female sexu-
ality course can be found on the Web at:
http:/lwww.femsex.org.

Questions regarding the male sexuality
course may be directed to the class
coordinator who can be reached at:
manlyman@malemail.net.

Markland is an RTF/history senior.
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Unreasonable expectations

It is unfortunate that many student
have taken the issue of the infrastruc-
ture fee and used it as a device to divide
the student body in a time when we can-
not afford such division. Although the
decision to work with the administra-
tion to diminish the effects of this fee on
students was an unpopular one, it was a
decision that we were forced to make
nonetheless.

We were forced to operate under three
critical assumptions 1.) that this fee was
legal 2.) that this fee was inevitable 3.)
and that this fee was necessary. No stu-
dent truly had the knowledge or the
expertise to answer these questions
beyond a shadow of a doubt. Many stu-
dents were not willing to accept these
assumptions. But as the elected student
leaders of the University, our job was to
accept the burden that constructive,
rational communication was the best
way to protect the interests of the stu-
dents, both now and in the future.

In an effort to convey the desire of
students, beyond Student Government,
we delivered the petitions that students
worked so diligently to compose. We
made every effort to include as many
students in our efforts as possible. But
we could not ignore our duty to address
this fee in the most effective manner
possible. Remember this: Any student
could have spoken to the Board of
Regents. The four students that took the
time, energy, and effort to do so were
members of Student Government. At no
time did any of the speakers even
remotely take credit for the work that
went into collection of signatures for the
petition — we simply presented the

board with the petition. If not Katie
King, who? Only 10 other students
made the journey to San Antonio — two
from The Daily Texan, five more associat-
ed directly with Student Government,
and three whose T-shirts clearly identi-
fied them as being strongly opposed to
the fee. Unfortunately, the way that the
board works is if they don’t know you
are coming to speak — you aren’t going
to speak. It's not fair, it’s not right — but
it is the rule. Students were represented
well in San Antonio, Mr. Perdue, and
you were not there.

At no point did we support or even
agree with this fee. At no point did we
suggest that all students supported our
.1ppnnn‘h to this fee proposal. At no
point did we prevent any student from
contributing to our efforts. At no point
did we condemn any student for taking
their own measures to fight this fee. .

We do not expect our efforts to be pop-
ular amongst all students, but we did our
jobs the best we could to protect all stu-
dents. We do not apologize for the work
that we have done. While many students
were at home, your Student Government
representatives were working diligently,
meeting late into the night, even travel-
ing to San Antonio to represent you.
And in the future, before you criticize,
think realistically about your expecta-
tions and what you have done to reach
them.

Lars Clemensen
SG executive director

Jarrad Toussant
SG vice president

Matt Hammond
SG president

In defense

I would like to write in defense of
myself and of Student Government as
a whole. Brent Perdue cast judgement
on a situation in which he himself
was clearly uninformed and ignorant
to the true unumstanu» As a
Student Government at-large repre-
felt it was my duty to
defend the students of this university
in uppm‘ition to the proposed infra-
structure tee. MV estlmonv consisted
of the varied responses generated by
the. entire university regarding this
proposal. 1 highlighted the diversity
of responses as well as the unification
of students in oppostion to the fee, as
well as the process by which the fee
was brought to the students.

Brent, would you have rather
allowed the work of so many passion-
ate individuals go to waste in llght of
the fact that no one from outside of
Student Government took the initia-
tive to proactively request speaking
rights at the regent’s meeting. I am
curious to know what kind of respre-
sentative, or presidential candidate
for that matter, that you would sup-
port. Is it someone who would
choose to stand on the west mall in a
campaign T-shirt and advocate
change while others are testifing at
the Board of Regents meeting in San
Antonio concerning the largest fee
increase in UT history? If that is what
you call leadership, then I am not
your candidate.

sentative |

Katie King
ACHIEVE SG preszdent/a/ candidate
Government/history senior

Flawed studies

The controversies surrounding the
cat, “cc,” cloned at Texas A&M has
raised some important questions con-
cerning the issues of animal models of
human illness. According to the

Viewpoint (The Clone Wars, Feb. 18), The
Daily Texan staff asserts that cloning cats
could open the door to experiments on
cats with feline immunodeficiency virus
to find the cure for human HIV. This
claim is based on the assumption that
FIV is the same disease as HIV.
Although it is true that FIV belongs to
the same family of viruses as HIV, the
viruses in this family (Lentiviruses) are
characterized for being species-specific.
That is, humans will never develop FIV
and cats will never develop HIV. They
are two different diseases, so research
results from one species can not be
directly extrapolated into the other.

Millions of people around the world -
are dying of HIV and AIDS right now. If -
the millions of dollars spent each year '
on AIDS research in animals were spent
on technologies, such as medications,
prevention, health care and social sup-
port, that directly help humans, imagine
how many lives could be improved and
saved. Asserting that animals could
ever be effective models for HIV and .
AIDS in humans is not only illogical and .
impetuous, but also dangerous. Animal *
experimentation has, and still does, set
back AIDS research and will continue to -
do so until people realize that animal
experimentation is flawed and unreli-
able.

Kamber Sherrod .
Psychology senior
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