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' INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM. .

‘The Situation in Czechoslovakia

(As of 11:00) A EDT)

i

¢ 1. Neither Prague nor Mcscow shows any give as

b

the time for the con¢rontat*o“ petween the Czechoslovak

party presxdxum and the Soviec uollyuuﬁo draws neax.

This mo;nipg an lmportant Prague Radio news commentatpr‘

‘sald in a btoédcdst that thé reeting will be held "not in
. maﬁte;}oﬁ weeks ox days, but practically of hours."
'fT&is would tend to substantiate numerous unoif}cial re-

- ports that the meeting will be xeld on Monday.

' 2. Yasterddy Vewswbe\ corregpo“den wmay save

gtumbled cn the meetxng site‘ ile in the vidlage of

- Cierna in extreme southeast Siovakia, just across the

" border from the Soviet rail transloading town of Chcp, he

Lo

noted. the installation of telsphone lines and sther zom-
munications equipment. He Zurther ocbserved a "trainload™

of Czechs im c¢civilian clothes--obv.cusly officials--
. _ : l}
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disembark frém & train. ’'Czechdslovak military guards
were patrolling the town, When his presence was discov-
‘@224 he vas asked to leave. Communications to Cierna
from Prague.already are'good via the Czechoslovak rail-
road communications lines. %There arxe alrfields within
fifty miles both on the Soviet ang Czechoslovak sides
of the bé:dcr.. Traffic in the afea is easily controllead
and it is lightly populatéd.
' 3. A massive outpouring of citizen support em-
boldenea party leaderiDubcek to tell the nation over
. ¥Yadio ‘and televxsion Yesterdiy that the leadership woulg
" stand firm durxng its reeting with the SOVLets.- A number
of other leaders have directly addressed reports of dais-
.. unity in the Czechoslovak presidium, denying that such a
: ;problem exiéts; Neverthelesc, the rumors porsist. In
"what may have been an attempt to provoke the Soviets,
. ousted General Prchlzk's eariier contentious statements
. about- the Warsaw Pact were re-tranamxtted-~along'thh a
caveat that Prchlik S statement was unuuthorized--by the
i" Czechoslovak News Agency last night. The item was later
killeq, ‘
4. ‘oday s Pravda articie set the tone for a

spate of SOViet warnings on tha Czechoslqvak situation
. ; v




which are being featured prominently in both domestic

"and international radio programming. Pravda, scemingly

‘Wrging a coup, called on the "working class and all

- working pebple-of'Czechoslovakia with Communists at their

head to bar the way to counterrevolution. The Sovict

pa£t§ paper also xeminded Ehe Czechs that "our party and

.our people attach much importance” to the meeting of the

'two,leaderships, and hinted tihat Moscow was prepared to

ALntervene lf Czechoslovak "Lo.munlsts" failed to act. The

propgganaa barrage is undoubtedly intended to influence

those members of the Czechoslovak presidium who may be

wavéring. Moscow probably eatertains hopes of being able.

to swing the pres;dlum against Dubcek and thc liberals at

the meeting, ; .




9, At 11:30 AM EDT a Western press service reported
from Prague that the entire’Czechoslovak presidium had

boarded a plane and left the city.
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At 11:30 AM EDT a Western press service reported from Prague that the
entire Czechoslovek presidium had boerded a plane and left the city.
Their destination is not known but there are unconfirmed reports that
the site of the Soviet-Czech meeting may be the village of Cierna in the
extreme southeast of Slovakie. :

A massive outpouring of citizen suriport emboldined party leader Dubcek
to tell the nation over radic and televisicn yesterday that the leadership
would stand firm during its rceting witn the Soviets.

Today's Pravda article set th: tome for a spate oI Soviet warnings on the
Czechoslovak situation which cre being featured proninently in both domestic
and international radio programming. Pravda,called on the "working class
and all working people of C:e:zhoslovakia with Communists at their head

to bar the way to counterrevclution.” The Soviet party psper also hinted
that Moscow might be prepared to intervene if Czechcslovak "Communists"
failed to act. The propaganda barrage ic undoubtedly intended to influence
those members of the Czechoslovek presidium who may be wavering.




