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Interscholastic League Calendar
1960-1961

First day for fall football practice, conferences AAA, AA, A, B, six and
eight-man.

First day for fall football practice, conference AAAA.

Fees for 1960-61 accepted. Constitution and Contest Rules available.
Fir;t day for playing football games, conferences AAA, AA, A, B, six and
eight-man.

First day for playing football games, conference AAAA.

Last day for accepting Football Plan.

Last day for meeting of district football executive committee.

Last day for organizing basketball district.

Last day for accepting Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball Plans.

First day for interschool basketball games, conference B.

gizs;&xiay for interschool basketball games, conferences A, AA, AAA &
Spring Meet district organization by chairmen, all conferences.
Legislative Council meeting in Austin.

Last day to certify district football champions, conferences AA, A, B six
and eight man.

Last day to certify district football champions, conferences AAAA & AAA.
Last day for filing Music Acceptance Cards.

Last day for filing entries in One-Act Play.

Last day for postmarking Journalism Acceptance Cards.

Last day for enrolling in Interscholastic League Press Conference.

Last day for paying Interscholastic League membership fees.

Deadline for submitting issues of school newspapers for ILPC criticism.
Last day for organizing spring meet districts.

Last day for accepting Baseball Plan.

Last day to certify boys’ district basketball champions, all conferences.
First day for boys’ regional basketball playoffs, all conferences.

Last day for boys’ regional basketball playoffs, all conferences.

Last day to certify girls’ district basketball champions, all conferences.
First day for girls’ regional basketball playoffs, all conferences.

Closing date for newspapers to be rated by ILPC.

Last day to organize baseball districts, all conferences.

Last day for filing one-act play title with State Office.

Boys’ State Basketball Tournament.

Last day for girls’ regional basketball playoffs, all conferences.

Girls’ State Basketball Tournament.

Last day for interschool basketball games, all conferences.

First weekend for holding district spring meets.

Last weekend for district one-act play contests, conference B.

Last day for receipt of ILPC individual contest entries.

Last weekend for holding district spring meets.

Last day for filing entries in the Regional Meets.

Regional Meets.

State ILPC convention.

State Meet.

Last day to certify district baseball champions, all conferences.

LaXA(ky to determine bi-district baseball champions, conferences AAAA

Last day to determine regional baseball champions, conferences AAAA &
AA

State Baseball Tournament, conferences AAAA & AAA.

Last day to determine regional baseball champions, conferences AA & A.
Last day to determine bi-district baseball champions, conference B.
Annual meeting, Music Rules Advisory Committee, Austin.



Introduction

What is now known as The University Interscholastic League was first
organized in December, 1910, at the State Teachers’ Meeting at Abilene.
Each year since then it has been organized by a bureau of the Extension
Division of The University of Texas. For the first year the League’s activities
were confined to debates among the high schools affiliated with the Univer-
sity. The following year contests in declamation were added and member-
ship in the League was thrown open to all the public white schools of the
State below college rank. Subsequently there were also added contests in
various fields, suited to schools of different types, until the present schedule
of contests was evolved.

The League is an “annual” rather than a “perennial,” to use the words of
botany. It is in the form of a service offered annually by the Bureau of Public
School Service, and has a shifting membership from year to year. The mem-
bership increased for twenty-nine years, growing from 28 schools in 1910
to more than 6,000 during the peak years antecedent to the outbreak of World
War II.

During the 1959-60 school year 2,392 schools registered for participation
in League contests.

This League covers a larger geographical area, serves more different
types of public schools, schedules a greater variety of contests, holds larger
meets and a larger number of meets, and enjoys a greater school member-
ship than any similar organization in the United States. Its purpose is to
organize and direct, through the medium of properly supervised and con-
trolled contests, desirable school activities, and thereby assist in preparing
pupils for citizenship.

Competitions organized in a sensible way and surrounded with proper
controls, have demonstrated their usefulness so often and have furnished so
much inspiration to talented pupils in Texas for so many years, that we feel
that the League organization should have the active cooperation of every
school executive and of every school teacher in Texas. Every public school
in Texas, no matter how small, should become an active member if it is at all
accessible to interschool competition.

Special attention is called to the following matters:
1. The rules published herein and citations to special circulars as well as
notices in the “Official Notice” column of the Leaguer, are considered notice
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to all League members. Ignorance of the rules cannot be pled in extenua-
tion of any violation of the same.

Immediately after the closing date for payment of fees each year, there
are usually @ number of disappointed schools which have failed to make re-
mittance within the time prescribed. They usually plead lack of notice. How-
ever, notice of the closing date has been published now for many years, and
no exceptions are made. It is best to see that membership is paid at the first
of the school year, and if, after a reasonable time, you do not receive a mem-
bership receipt, address an inquiry to the State Office about it. Also be
careful to observe other dates listed in the League Calendar on the page fol-
lowing the Table of Contents of this bulletin.

2. When a school joins the League it is understood that the terms and
conditions of participation in the contests as set forth in this Constitution
and Contest Rules are to be accepted and observed. It is understood that
when disputes arise, they shall be settled by the committees and in the man-
ner prescribed herein. It is realized that this is a voluntary organization and
all conditions surrounding participation as laid down herein are freely ac-
cepted and that both the letter and spirit of the rules are to be observed with
genuine cooperation and goodwill.

3. It will be noted that the forepart of this bulletin, pp. 9 to 27, contains
the Constitution and interpretations. Therein are to be found all the General
rules governing participation, schedule of fees, disposition of fees, defi-
nitions, eligibility rules, organization of the various meets, methods of set-
tling disputes, and so on. The executive officers of the school should be
thoroughly familiar with this portion of the bulletin. Rules governing special
contests begin on page 36. These special rules should be studied with great
attention by the directors of the respective events. For illustration, the teach-
er who is assigned League spelling by her principal, should make a special
study of the spelling rules, and in case there is any part of them that she does
understand, she should write to the State Office of the League for interpre-
tations. Again, the dramatics director should study the one-act play contest
rules, and the basketball coach the basketball rules, and so on. In short, each
sponsor should be an authority on the rules of the contest which he under-
takes.

4. This bulletin is issued in time for distribution to schools by the opening
of the school session in September. It is the best notice that we can offer of
changes in rules, and the only notice that we can give of the contests that are
offered by the League. Attempts on the part of any executive committee to
change the contests or rules nearly always result in serious dissatisfaction.

5. The “official interpretations” have been transferred from the appendix
to the article and section of the Constitution and Contest Rules to which they
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apply. Each “interpretation” has been placed in italics under the rule in
order to distinguish carefully between the original rule and the “official
interpretations” of the State Executive Committee.

Under the various “Plans” of competition, the italicized sentences and
paragraphs are provided for emphasis and do not represent interpretations
by the State Executive Committee unless it is specifically so indicated.

6. It is a mistake to suppose that the League program offers an activity for
every pupil in the school. No extracurricular activity does that. If a con-
siderable group of pupils and sponsors are interested and put in honest work
on an extracurricular activity that has sound educational substance in it, it
is justified from an administrative point of view. With such a wide program
as the League offers, however, a large percentage of pupils, especially those
in the smaller schools, find something offered which they can do well or learn
to do well, and hence enjoy doing under the conditions of friendly rivalry
which the Interscholastic League provides.

R. J. KIDD, Director,
Bureau of Public School Service,
Division of Extension.



University Interscholastic League Directory

R. J.Kidd, Director, University Interscholastic League

Rhea H. Williams, Assistant Director and Director of Athletic Activities
F. W. Savage, Director of Music Activities

J. Roy Moses, Jr., Director of Journalism Activities

Jerry Rollins Powell, Director of Speech and Drama Activities

Important Changes Effective 1960-61

Spring Meet Plan, Rule 10: Clarification of rule governing contestant sub-
stitution ; see also Rule 7.

Spring Meet Plan, Rule 13: Point allocation for one-act play casts transferred
out of their “home” districts.

Debate, Rule 10: Timekeeper and signal standards.
Declamation, Rule 11: Timekeeper and signal standards.

Extemporaneous Speaking, Rules 5, 7 and 8: Drawing; length of speeches;
timekeeper and signal standards.

Junior Declamation, Rule 6: Length of declamations.
All Speech Contests: See rules on “judging.”

Music, Rule 2: New Classifications.

Music, Rule 16: New requirements for filing entries.

Music, Rule 17: Penalty for accepting awards other than those awarded by
Regional Executive Committees.

Football Plan, Rule 3: New conference assignments.
Basketball Plan, Rule 3: New conference assignments.
Girls’ Basketball Plan, Rule 3: New conference assignments.

Baseball Plan, Rule 3: New conference assignments,



Constitution of The University Interscholastic League

ARTICLE 1
Name

This organization shall be known as The University Interscholastic League.
It is organized annually under the auspices of the Bureau of Public School
Service, Division of Extension, The University of Texas.

ARTICLE 1I
Object

The object of this League is to foster among the public schools of Texas
interschool competitions as an aid in the preparation for citizenship.

ARTICLE III
Membership

SecTiON 1. Any public white school in Texas that is below collegiate rank
and that is under the jurisdiction of, and receives apportionment from, the
Texas Education Agency is eligible to membership in this League; except
schools for defective and correctives.

The application for membership in the League shall be authorized and
approved by the school district trustees of the school unit making applica-
tion.

School membership is based on a school unit, or units contained in a single building.
There is no membership covering more than one school building. In certain cases, how-
ever (see Article VII, Section 2), there is more than one membership in a single building.
Moreover, schools compete as a unit. No composite teams are permitted, for which see
Article VII, Section 8.

Skc. 2. To become a member, a high school or elementary school shall pay
a membership fee to The University Interscholastic League, University
Station, Austin 12, Texas, prior to January 15 of the school year for which
payment is made. The payment of the fee entitles the school to membership
for the current school year only.

Post-dated checks are not accepted for membership.
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The schedule of fees is based on a high school’s assignment to Football
and Basketball Conferences. Junior High Schools and Elementary Schools
are required to pay a fixed fee.

High Schools

Conference AAAA . . .. $40.00
Conference, AAA M 108 aine ANEewIor 99 S0 40.00
Conference AA .. 30.00
ConferenceA - == o e sl o 25.00
GonferenveB (e Sui o tlmln eI INIGEE . e 15.00
Junior HightSchool it e s e st s 3.00
Two-Year High School ... 2.00

Elementary Schools
Elementary School (each) ... $ 1.00

Sec. 3. In a system of schools, each high school, each junior high school,
and each elementary school where the latter is under a separate principal
and is in a separate building from the high school and comprises the elemen-
tary grades or any subdivision thereof, shall constitute a separate member
of the League. Except as specified in the rules governing the music compe-
tition, no pupil in one such school unit shall represent another in any con-
test.

SEc. 4. Each school joining this League shall be entitled to a copy of the
Constitution and Contest Rules, and a subscription to The Interscholastic
Leaguer. Upon request of the principal or superintendent, each teacher hav-
ing charge of preparing students for any League contest will be placed on
the Leaguer mailing list free of charge.

SEc. 5. Any school that enters any of the contests of this League without
having paid its membership fee shall be disqualified for the following school
year, unless a satisfactory excuse for such failure is presented to the State
Executive Committee.

ARTICLE IV
Officers

SecrioN 1. The executive management and control of this League shall
reside in the State Executive Committee, Regional Committees, and in the
various District Committees in the areas respectively indicated by their titles,
“State,” “Regional,” and “District.”

SEc. 2. The State Executive Committee of The University Interscholastic
League shall be appointed by the President of the University. It shall be the
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duty of this Executive Committee to have administrative charge of the affairs
of the League; to adopt rules governing the organization and control of
contests, provided that all material changes in such contest rules (not affect-
ing University policy), including provisions for penalty, shall be submitted
to the Legislative Council; to officially interpret the Constitution and the
contest rules and to decide finally all disputes falling within its jurisdiction.

Furthermore, it shall be the duty of the State Executive Committee to fur-
nish official interpretations of rules.

The State Executive Committee follows: James R. D. Eddy, chairman;
Rhea H. Williams, R. J. Kidd, Emmette S. Redford, J. S. Wiiliams, Thomas
A. Rousse, Howard A. Calkins, Grady Rylander and Lynn McCraw.

SEc. 3. Members of the Legislative Council of The University Inter-
scholastic League shall be elected for four-year terms.

Representation on the Council shall consist of one representative from
each region in each conference.

Regional representatives elected to the Council under the former plan of
representation will complete their unexpired terms.

Only superintendents, principals and county superintendents are eligible
to be elected to the council. Nominations for membership on the Council are
to be made by mail ballot not later than September of each school term. The
five persons receiving the greatest number of votes in each conference from
each region will be listed on the final preferential ballot submitted to the
schools.

In case of ties in nominations, nominees shall be reduced to five by lot.

The annual meeting of the Council shall be held at Austin in November of
each year.

It shall be the duty of this Council to determine policies to guide the State
Executive Committee in making the rules governing the organization and
control of contests; to adopt material changes in contest rules; to refer such
material changes in contest rules to the member schools when, in its judg-
ment, this is advisable. The Legislative Council shall not act on matters in-
volving University policy. The Legislative Council shall select one of its own
members to serve on an annual basis as chairman of the Council. In case of
vacancy on the Council, the State Executive Committee shall proceed to fill
the vacancy in the manner prescribed above.

Sec. 4. The duties of the football, basketball, and baseball executive
committees are specified in Rule 6 in each of these plans of competition
described in this publication.

The duties of the Spring Meet District Executive Committee and the

Regional Executive Committee are found in Rules 5 and 19 of the Spring
Meet Plan.
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ARTICLE V

Regional Officers

A directory of regions and executive officers is published under an appro-
priate heading in the Leaguer.

ARTICLE VI
Contests

SectioN 1. List of Contests.—The League shall hold during the current
school year the following contests:

Baseball Number Sense
Basketball, Boys’ Original Oration
Basketball, Girls’ One-Act Play
Choral Singing Picture Memory
Debate Playground Ball
Declamation Poetry Reading
Extemporaneous Speech Ready Writing
Football Shorthand
Football, Six-man Slide Rule

Golf Story Telling
Journalism Spelling and Plain Writing
Music Tennis

Music Appreciation Track and Field
Volleyball Typewriting

Sec. 2. Dates for District, Regional, and State Meets—The time for hold-
ing meets during the current school year shall be in accordance with the
“Calendar” published on the page following the Table of Contents of this
bulletin.

Sec. 3. Elementary School Meets—Any group of elementary schools
conveniently located may organize its own meet. Principals of the schools
so associated (or persons designated by them) shall constitute the Executive
Committee. The executive committee has the final authority for scheduling
and planning the elementary school meet. Elementary school districts are to
follow the conference classification to which the high school in the same
district is assigned unless mutually agreeable otherwise.

Contests offered elementary schools for which rules are provided, follow:
number sense, ready writing, declamation, spelling and plain writing, junior



Constitution and Contest Rules, Interscholastic League 13

track and field, playground ball, junior tennis, volleyball, picture memory,
and story telling.

For schedule of points for computing all-round championship see Rule 14
of the Spring Meet Plan.

Elementary school meets do not qualify participants to any higher meet.

ARTICLE VII
Definitions

Section 1. High School.—A high school is one in which at least the time
of two teachers, or the equivalent, is devoted to instruction in high school
grades.

In order to determine the “teaching time” in a given school per teacher, simply add
up the number of minutes that the school teaches as a whole, divide by the number of
teachers in the school. Then determine the number of minutes that are devoted to
teaching above the eighth grade. If that equals or exceeds “the time of two teachers,”
you should classify the school as a double unit school, having a high school department
and an elementary department. In a twelve-grade system the first eight grades are con-
sidered the elementary school and the last four grades as the high school.

Sec. 2. Elementary School.—One or more grades below the high school
level, housed in a building to itself or with the high school, constitutes a
separate school unit in the League, and is entitled to enter its contestants in
the elementary school meet provided the membership fee is paid.

Sec. 3. Junior High School—A junior high school is a unit in a school
system organized as a junior high, whether or not it occupies a building to
itself, and includes most frequently the seventh and eighth grades and the
first year of high school, departmentalized to provide for individual differ-
ences among pupils by permitting limited election of subjects, and marked
by the introduction of some subjects usually taught in the high school.

A school unit must teach at least one high school grade to be classified as
a junior high school. For assignment to a district meet, see Rule 3, Spring
Meet Plan.

SEc. 4. Conferences—A term used in classifying schools as to size, as
“Conference B,” “Conference A,” “Conference AA,” “Conference AAA” or
“Conference AAAA.” (For basis of representative division into Conferences
see the various Plans of Competition.)

Sec. 5. Higher Class School.—A “higher class” school may be (a) a
school with fifteen or more accredited units, (b) a school with as many as
three units more than the school formerly attended, provided the latter
school has less than fifteen accredited units. This applies in each and every
contest regularly scheduled herein.
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SEc. 6. Advanced Classification.—This term is used to describe the special
conditions under which a school in one conference may be moved into an-
other conference in one or another or in all contests scheduled herein. (For
rules governing classification, see the various Plans of Competition.)

SEc. 7. Junior and Senior Divisions.—Pupils under fifteen and over ten
years of age on the first day of the preceding September are “juniors”; pupils
fifteen or over and under nineteen the first day of the preceding September
are “seniors.”

The terms “junior” and “senior” do not apply to contests not so designated in this
bulletin. Notice that basketball, volleyball, debate, extemporaneous speech, etc., are not
in junior and senior divisions. There is junior track and field, and a high school track
and field meet.

Sec. 8. Composite Team.—A composite team is one the members of which
are made up from different school units. No composite teams are permitted
to compete in Interscholastic League contests, except as specifically provided
in rules governing the music contests.

SEc. 9. College.—A “college” is any institution offering work above that
of a regular high school, as determined by the latest catalogue or course of
study of the institution under consideration.

SEc. 10. Event—An “event” is a part of a contest. For illustration: Track
and Field is a contest made up of fourteen different events.

Sec. 11. The Bureau of Public School Service—That part of the Exten-
sion Division of The University of Texas, which, in addition to other ac-
tivities, serves as an organizing agency for the League.

Sec. 12. The League.—The League, organized yearly, consists of those
public schools (see Article III, Section 1) which accept the plan of competi-
tions set forth in this Constitution and Contest Rules by fulfilling the require-
ments set forth in Article III, Sections 1 and 2.

SEc. 13. Meets—A “meet” is the gathering together of pupils for the
purpose of engaging in scheduled contests. A “local” meet is one in which
participation is confined to pupils of an individual school and generally for
the purpose of qualifying contestants for the “district” meet. A “district”
meet is one in which two or more schools in the same conference participate
for the purpose of qualifying contestants for the “regional” meet. A “re-
gional” meet is one in which the winners from a group of “district” meets
compete for qualification to the State Meet. The “State” Meet is one in which
regional winners compete for State Championships in contests scheduled in
Rule 22 of Spring Meet Plan.
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SEC. 14. Credit.—A “credit” means a unit which the school counts toward
graduation, not necessarily in subjects in which the school is accredited by
the Texas Education Agency.

SEc. 15. Semester.—A “semester,” in the meaning of Article VIII, Sec-
tion 16, is one-half of the long session during which a pupil may earn inde-
pendent credit for scholastic work.

SEc. 16. Term.—The word “term” is used herein to designate the period
between the opening and the closing of school, usually from September to
May. It is synonymous with “session,” or with “long session” in institutions
which have a “summer session.”

Sec. 17. Tournament and Round-Robin.—The word “tournament” is used
herein in contradistinction to “round-robin.” It implies that several teams
are assembled in a given place at one time for an elimination contest.
“Round-robin” is used to describe a series of contests, either at one time or
scattered over several days or weeks or months, in which each team contests
with every other team, and the winner is determined on a percentage basis.

SEc. 18. Recruiting.—The term “recruiting” as used in Rule 6 (e) of the
Football Plan and Basketball Plan means offering any inducement, directly
or indirectly to a football or basketball player to enroll in a given school. An
inducement may be actual cash, remission of tuition, board or lodging, free
transportation, a job for which remuneration is above that normally paid for
such services, or other valuable consideration.

Sec. 19. Enrollment.—In judging eligibility under Article VIII, Section
16, a pupil’s enrollment period in a given semester begins with the day of his
registration and ceases with his last day of attendance.

A pupil changed from one high school to another, registered and went through a
skeleton program of one day consisting of 15-minute class periods and returned the
next day to his original high school. This does not constitute enrollment, since it is
necessary for the pupil to attend a full class period before he is considered enrolled.

In rules of the League which use enrollment as a basis for determining
the number on a given team, count only those grades which will be eligible
at the time of the district meet. Do not count pupils on total enrollment who
will pass into an ineligible grade or graduate at mid-term.

In classifying high schools for competition in League contests the number
enrolled in the last four grades in high school is determined by the figures
given in “Average Membership” of the “Superintendent’s Annual Report.”
The “average membership” for a two-year period is followed in making the
assignments.

Sec. 20. Dormitory School.—The term “dormitory school” means a

school that is eligible for League membership under provisions of Article III,
Section 1, and one whose students live in the dormitories of the institution.
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Skc. 21. High School Team.—For purposes of interpretation a “high
school team” is defined as a group of players, any one of which has ever
been used in an interschool game which counts on League standing.

Sec. 22. Disqualification.—The penalty of “disqualification” prevents
the offending school from qualifying for any League honors only in the con-
test in which the infraction of rules occurs.

Sec. 23. Official Notice—Citations appearing in the “Official Notices”
column of the Interscholastic Leaguer constitute notice to all member schools.

ARTICLE VIII
Eligibility Rules

The following eligibility rules shall apply to every contest held under the
auspices of this League. School principals and superintendents are charged
with the responsibility of seeing that these rules are strictly observed in each
and every contest in which their pupils engage.

The “Official Notices” column in the Leaguer is considered sufficient notice
to all member schools concerning interpretations of rules.

SecTiON 1. Age Limit—No one shall take part in any contest in this
League who, on the first day of September preceding the contest, has reached
or passed his nineteenth birthday. A contestant who is eligible under this
rule at the beginning of any Interscholastic League season remains eligible
throughout the season.

Earliest documentary evidence shall be final in deciding disputes arising under this
rule. Records in family Bibles are not accepted as evidence if the entry offered shows
any sign of alteration. Moreover, entries which were not made at or near the time of
birth are considered valueless as evidence. Recent affidavits of birth are not ac-

ceptable as evidence of date of birth. Note that date of filing of birth certificate deter-
mines the date of the document.

SEc. 2. Undergraduates Only—No one shall take part in any contest in
this League who has been graduated from his school or other school of equal
or higher rank, except: A contestant shall not be barred by this rule who
has been graduated from a school of less than fifteen accredited units (as
recorded in the current Bulletin on Standards and Activities of the Texas
Education Agency) and returns to take the advanced work in a high school
having as many as three more accredited units; provided, that such pupil
is an undergraduate in the school to which he or she returns or to which he
or she has been transferred. (Note, however, Section 18, of this article.) A
contestant shall not be barred by this rule until he has completed six con-
secutive semesters in a three-year high school or eight consecutive semesters
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in a four-year high school, provided he has not received a diploma or par-
ticipated in graduation exercises.

a. Participation as a graduate in graduation exercises constitutes “graduation’ within
the meaning of this rule. A pupil receiving a “dummy diploma” is considered a graduate,
and no revocation of a diploma, for any reason, restores undergraduate status in so far
as this rule is concerned.

b. The graduation requirements effective at the beginning of the school year govern
in the application of this rule.

c. The high school classification in force at the time the school opened for the cur-
rent year governs. This seems the fairest interpretation, since otherwise, the action of the
county board one way or another might render eligible or ineligible pupils who have
already made choice of a high school for the year.

Skc. 3. Scholarship Requirement.—No one shall take part in any contest
in this League, who, at the time of the contest, is not passing, since the be-
ginning of the semester or term, in at least three half unit credit courses (for
which the contestant has no credit), to the date seven days prior to the con-
test. Provided, that a pupil in a grade below the high school shall be con-
sidered as fulfilling the scholarship requirement if he is passing in three-
fourths of the work offered as a normal student load, and provided further,
that in a school not offering a total of 720 minutes of recitation work per
week a pupil may satisfy the scholarship requirement if he is taking the
regular amount of recitation work for that school and is passing in three-
fourths of such work.

a. The scholarship rule requires three courses taken in the high school. Work taken
in any institution outside of the high school which the contestant seeks to represent
may not be counted in order to make up the required amount of work.

b. Seven days prior to the date of a contest (in Regional music contests, twenty-one
days) is the date which determines the eligibility of a contestant under this requirement.
If at this time (seven days before the contest), the nature of the contestant’s work, taken
as a whole from the beginning of the semester would not entitle him to promotion if it
were promotion time, in at least three subjects, he is not eligible and he remains ineli-
gible until the time when his work taken as a whole from the beginning of the semester
would entitle him to promotion. See definition of semester in Article VII, Section 15.

c. A course of less than one-half unit per semester cannot be counted. For illustration,
two one-fourth unit courses cannot be counted as one half unit course.

SEc. 4. College Contestants Barred.—No one shall take part in any contest
in this League who, either as a substitute or as a regular, ever represented a
college in any contest; or, who has ever attended a college as a regular stu-
dent, “regular college student” meaning a student who has ever enrolled for
as much as one college course. (For definition of “college” see Article VII,
Section 9.)

No course is considered a college course within the meaning of this rule for which
only high school credit is given, although such course may be administered by a college.
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SEc. 5. Day Students Only.—The studies required in these rules shall be
taken during the day session of school.

SEc. 6. Attendance—No one shall take part in any contest in this League
who, at the time of the contest, has not been a bona fide regular attendant in
the school unit represented for thirty calendar days immediately preceding
the contest, or since the first day of the second week of the current school
year; i.e., a pupil who enrolls after the first day of the second week is not
eligible for thirty calendar days.

Absence for not over two weeks on account of sickness or other unavoidable cause
shall not bar a pupil if a written certificate of such cause for absence is presented, signed
by the parent or guardian; provided, that such absence cannot be computed on time
prior to the student’s actual entry in a given school, or after his withdrawal.

SEc. 7. Competitions Outside League—In all games or contests outside
the League, and in so-called “non-conference” games, a League member shall
abide by the rules and regulations of the League and be subject to the same
penalties for infractions as if the contest or game were with another member
of the League or as if the infraction were made in a regular “conference”
game that decided League standing.

This section does not apply to “B” squads or scrub teams of participating schools. No

member school's scrub team, “A” or “B” team may schedule an interschool contest in
a sport in which the other school is suspended.

Skc. 8. Amateurs Only—No one shall take part in any athletic contest
in this League who has ever received money, or other valuable consideration
for teaching, officiating, or participating in any athletic sport, or game, or
who in any game outside of games played as a member of his school team
or the Interscholastic League has, within the last twelve months, competed on
an athletic team with a paid player or contestant, or who for valuable con-
sideration has allowed his name to be used for the promotion of any product,
plan or service.

Teaching, officiating or participating in the following games or sports for
“valuable consideration” shall be considered as a violation of this rule: base-
ball, basketball, bowling, boxing, football, golf, rodeo events, softhall, swim-
ming, and diving, tennis, track and field, volleyball, weight lifting, wrestling.

Sports and games not mentioned above may be added to the list by the
State Executive Committee upon one year’s notice to the member schools.

This rule does not apply to pupils who were under 15 years of age at the
time payment for athletic services was made; neither shall it prohibit the
acceptance of rebates on railroad fare in interscholastic contests fostered by
institutions of higher education.

The penalty for violation of this rule shall be forfeiture of eligibility for
one year from the date of the violation.
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a. Money or other valuable consideration accepted by a contestant after a contest ren-
ders the contestant ineligible for further participation in Interscholastic League contests,
irrespective of whether or not there was any agreement with regard to remuneration
previous to the contest.

b. This rule has been construed to prohibit a contestant from receiving any payment
or valuable consideration, either for participation in, or as an incentive to participate in,
any game or sport, including payment of expenses for a trip to a college for the purpose
of considering an athletic scholarship or the signing of an agreement for such scholar-
ship.

SEc. 9. Playing under Assumed Name.—No one shall participate in any
contest of the League, who has ever contested under an assumed name in any
contest, (1) conducted under the auspices of the Interscholastic League, or,
(2) in which participation would affect his eligibility for contests conducted
under the auspices of the League.

SEc. 10. Certificate of Eligibility—Before each athletic seasor: a member
school shall file with the district chairman a list of the contestants represent-
ing that school with the eligibility of such contestants certified to by the
principal or superintendent.

Sec. 11. State Winners Barred—The winner of the State Championship
(that is, first place) in debate (or member of the winning team), declama-
tion, original oration, extemporaneous speech, poetry reading, number
sense, or slide rule, shall not be eligible again in the contests in which the
championship was won; and contestants awarded 100 per cent certificates
in spelling are also disqualified from further competition in that class and
division in spelling. (To be deleted from Art VIII in 1961-62.)

Sec. 12. Double Representation.—The same contestant shall not be eli-
gible to represent his school in more than one of the public speaking contests
in the same year. Participation in the one-act play contest shall not be con-
sidered participation in a “public speaking event.”

SEc. 13. Changing Schools.—A pupil changing schools is not eligible in
League contests whose parents (or guardian) reside outside the school dis-
trict, until he shall have been in attendance at the school or in the school
system to which he changes for one year immediately preceding the contest;
provided, such pupil is not barred under this rule who (1) changes from a
school district in which the parents of the pupil actually reside, having less
than fifteen accredited units to the nearest school in good standing with the
League having as many as three more, or to the school having fifteen or
more accredited units located nearest his home or the nearest one in his
county, as measured by the public road, (2) lives with his parents or guard-
ian and elects to change to any higher class school within 15 miles of his
home.
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a. The school of the school district in which contestant resides has less than fifteen
accredited units. He is therefore eligible in School A, which is the nearest higher class
school to his home or the nearest one in the county. But last session he attended School
B, a higher class school, but not, of course, the nearest one to his home. This year he
returns home and enters School A. Is he eligible to represent School A this session? He
is eligible for participation in League contests this session, since School A district is
his “home district” in so far as League rules are concerned. Notice, however, Article
VIII, Section 14.

b. In order to avail himself of the residence of his guardian to become eligible under
this rule, the guardianship must be legal, recorded in its regular order in the office of the
District or County Clerk, and of at least one year’s standing. If no legal guardianship has
been taken out, three years' residence with and support of a contestant establishes
guardianship within the meaning of this rule, except in case both parents of the con-
testant are living no guardianship is possible in the meaning of this rule.

c. A contestant, both of whose parents are dead, is eligible his first year in the school
district wherein a grandparent, uncle, aunt, or older brother or sister resides, with
whom he lives and by whom he is supported. Notice, however, Article VIII, Section 14.

d. This rule applies only to pupils in high school.

e. If the parents of a contestant move from the district before he has been in attend-
ance for one year he loses his eligibility in the school district from which his parents
move, and remains ineligible there until his year is up.

f. In unaccredited schools, a contestant is eligible his first year only in the one located
nearest his home or the nearest one in his county. If he has finished the grades offered in
the nearest school, he automatically becomes eligible in the nearest school offering work
in a higher grade. After an enrollment of three weeks, or longer, in an accredited school,
the contestant cannot re-establish eligibility (under one year) in the unaccredited school
unless there has been a corresponding change of residence on the part of his parents,
or unless the contestant’s home school has been raised in rank by adding at least one
grade.

g. Bus transfers are on the same basis as individual transfers except that bus trans-
fers assigned by the County Board are not affected by this section.

h. This rule applies also within a city having two or more senior high schools, but
does not apply to elementary grades. Neither does it apply to junior high school graduates
who change to the senior high school designated for such junior high school graduates.
Districts outlined by the local school board shall govern. A pupil living in an “over-
lapping” district is eligible his first year under this rule in the school of his choice so
long as he is living in the district of that high school. After a pupil under these condi-
tions makes a choice of a high school, he will lose his eligibility for one year if he changes
to another high school even in the same school system, unless a corresponding change of
residence by his parents has been made. Notice, however, Article VIII, Section 14.

If parents change residence from District A in a city system to District B in the same
system, the pupil may choose the high school of District B or the central vocational high
school whose district includes all the other districts.

In ruling on the transfer of contestants from high schools in a city system of schools
to a central vocational school under this section, the “overlapping district” interpretation
contained in paragraph “h” applies; that is, the vocational high school district including
all the other districts is considered as an “overlapping district.”

i. In case of discontinuance of the school paragraph “j” of this section shall apply.

j. After a pupil in a lower class school makes a choice of a higher class school within
15 miles of his home he will lose his eligibility for one year if he changes to another
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higher class school located within 15 miles of his home; unless (1) there is a correspond-
ing change of residence by his parents, or (2) the County Board of Education has ordered
the change of schools and the tuition and bus money has been transferred in accordance
with the law providing for transfers from one district to another.

Sec. 14. One Year Rule—A pupil who has represented a high school
(other than his present school) or academy in either football or basketball is
ineligible in both of these sports for one calendar year in a school to which he
changes, except a pupil who changes from a school which he has attended for
at least one year having less than fifteen accredited units to the nearest higher
class school (see Article VII, Section 5) to his home, or the nearest in his
county.

A pupil living at home with his parents (or guardian) and qualifying
under the “exception” clause above, is eligible under this section in any
higher class school within 15 miles. A pupil changing from a training school
conducted by a college to the local high school in which district his parents
have lived at least one year, is not eligible under this rule.

A junior high school pupil who has represented his junior high school in
football or basketball is ineligible in both of these sports in a school district
to which he changes until he has been in attendance for one year.

a. To be ineligible under this rule the pupil must have represented in football or basket-
ball another high school having as many as 15 accredited units. The number of units
held by the former school when the pupil enrolls in the new school governs this point.
Participation on “B” squad in an interschool football or basketball game counts as
having represented a high school.

b. A pupil is eligible under this rule who enrolls the first year in a newly created
school located nearest his home (where he has resided for at least one year).

c. In the meaning of this rule, the one year provision has been satisfied when the pupil
has been in attendance in the new school for two semesters even though the semesters
may not be two consecutive semesters.

d. In case of discontinuance of the school which a contestant has represented in basket-
ball or football, paragraph “e” of this section shall apply.

e. This section shall not operate to render pupils ineligible in a school to which they
are changed by order of the County Board and to which their tuition money and bus
money have been transferred, in accordance with the law providing for transfers from
one district to another.

f. A contestant represents school A, a fully accredited high school in an interschool
football or basketball game; then he moves to school B, another fully accredited high
school, where he remains ineligible for one year and consequently does not take part in
any interschool football or basketball games. Later he moves to school C, a third fully
accredited high school. This section shall not operate to render the pupil ineligible in
school C, or in any other school to which he changes, since the provisions of this Rule
have been satisfied when the pupil was in attendance for two consecutive semesters, with-
out having participated in any interschool football or basketball games.

g. In desegregated school districts, this section shall not operate to render pupils in-
eligible in a high school to which they are assigned by the local school board, provided
the pupil has no other choice of schools.
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Sec. 15. Teachers Ineligible—A person who is teaching whole or part
time is ineligible for any League contest.

SEc. 16. Passing Grade Preceding Semester—No one shall take part in
any contest in this League who did not attend school a major portion of the
preceding semester and who did not complete at least three half units (see
Article VII, Section 19) during the semester.

a. Question arose as to whether a contestant was eligible to compete in a basketball
game the Saturday night following the Friday which was the last school day of the fall
semester. The contestant had failed to pass in three credit courses during the spring
semester of the preceding school year, but had passed in three credit courses during the
fall semester. At the time of the game, it was a question of which was the “last semester,”
the fall or the spring semester. The contestant was ineligible since the fall semester does
not close until the new semester begins, and the new semester does not begin until
school is in session again after the last school day of the fall semester. For definition of
a “semester” see Article VII, Section 15.

b. A student changing schools is ineligible under this section if the school to which
he changes refuses to allow credit for work completed the preceding semester in the
former school.

c. A year’s credit in a subject granted on the basis of grades made during both semes-
ters may be counted as one of the three half units required regardless of the particular
grade for either semester.

d. No exceptions are made to this rule for any reason. If the contestant was sick, or
had to quit school for other good reasons, he simply is not eligible if he failed to get
credit for three half-unit courses during the preceding semester. Summer school
work or any work handed in after the close of the semester cannot be counted. A con-
testant who has been out of school a full year or more is eligible provided he attended
a major portion of, and made three half units, the last semester he was in school. The
fact that he was passing at the time of his withdrawal does not satisfy this rule. If he
did not earn the prescribed credit he is not eligible. If the contestant was enrolled less
than three weeks his last semester he is not considered as having “attended” that semes-
ter.

e. In case the session is not divided in a given school into semesters, the pupil must
have been promoted at the last promotion period.

f. Scholastic work to be valid must be work for which the contestant does not already
have credit.

8. A pupil who has been out of school a year or more is eligible under this section
if he attended school a major portion of the last semester that he was in school, and
completed three half units.

h. An elementary pupil in order to be eligible for participation in League contests
must have attended a major portion of the semester or term and must have been regularly
and unconditionally promoted at the last promotion period in school attended. Such a
pupil who has been out of school a year or more is eligible under this section if he was
regularly and unconditionally promoted at the last promotion period in the school year
during which he last attended school. A pupil who has been promoted conditionally
from the elementary school to the high school may still be eligible under this rule if he
passed the last semester in the elementary school, three elementary school subjects.
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SEc. 17. Post Season Participation Forbidden.—No one shall take part in
any athletic contest in this League who has ever participated in a post season
football game other than one duly scheduled in the League championship
series.

Sec. 18. Ten Semester Rule—No one shall take part in any contest in
this League after the end of the tenth consecutive semester following his first
enrollment in the eighth grade. (Note: See Composite Team Rule Article
VII, Section 8).

a. This section limits the eligibility of a contestant to not more than eight consecutive
semesters in a four-year high school and not more than six consecutive semesters in a
three-year high school.

b. When a pupil enrolls in two or more eighth grade subjects this section is in effect.

Sec. 19. Qut-of-State Competition.—No one shall take part in any athletic
contest in this League who has competed either as an individual or as a mem-
ber of an athletic team in an out-of-state athletic contest that has not been
approved by the State Executive Committee. This rule does not apply to
regular scheduled school games arranged by the school officials, nor to ath-
letic contests participated in between the closing and opening of the par-
ticipant’s school “terms” (provided the Amateur and Awards Rules are not
violated). (For definition of school “term,” see Article VII, Section 16.)

SkEc. 20. Athletic Try-Outs—No one shall take part in any athletic contest
in this League who has ever participated in a college athletic practice session
or test for purposes of revealing, demonstrating or displaying athletic ability
in any sport.

ARTICLE IX

Relations Between District, Regional, and
State Contests

Refer to the Spring Meet section for information on District, Regional
and State Contests, page 28.

ARTICLE X
All-Round Championship

Refer to the Spring Meet section for information on All-Round Cham-
pionships, page 28.

ARTICLE XI
Expenses and Rebates

SecTION 1. Tournaments and Meets.—In district meets and tournaments,
the prizes offered and rebates of contestants and of judges shall be provided
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for as the respective directors may determine. Admission charges in any
meet or tournament may be made when deemed advisable. If receipts exceed
expenses of the meet or tournament the balance should be rebated to partici-
pating schools on a fair mileage basis. The Executive Committee of a Meet
may collect a small entry fee if other sources are insufficient to finance the

Meet.

Skc. 2. Final Meet.—At the final contests the visiting contestants shall
bear their own expenses in the first instance. The State Executive Commit-
tee, however, shall devote from the amount received in fees in the current
year, after defraying necessary expenses of the League not covered by Uni-
versity appropriations, to the payment of rebates on a mileage basis, com-
puted on the mileage given by the Texas State Highway Official Mileage
Chart. In case town is not listed on mileage chart, county seat of county in
which town is located is taken for computing rebate. The rebates shall be
payable to each school which is represented by actual participation in State
contests and shall include faculty representatives from each participating
school as provided in Rule 24 of Spring Meet section. Not more than five
track and five one-act play contestants from any one school shall be entitled
to rebate. A rebate of one cent per mile per contestant or delegate has been
customary. An automobile conveying five qualified contestants and delegates
will thus receive five cents per mile for the trip to Austin and return. Since
the rebate will be on a per-mile-per-contestant basis, it will be seen that an
economy may be effected by bringing as many individuals as convenient in
one car. It will be seen that district delegations may effect an economy by
organizing “car-pools.”

ARTICLE XII
Disputes

All disputes (except decisions of judges and referees of contests) among
the members of the League shall be settled by the appropriate executive
committee. The decision of district committees in all disputes arising in con-
nection with the determination of the district championship shall be final.

All protests must be made in writing within twenty four hours after the
contest. Eligibility protests, however, are not subject to the 24-hour limita-
tion.

The representative of a school involved is disqualified from sitting as a
member of the committee in the adjudication of the dispute.

Protests must be presented by either superintendent or principal.

The State Executive Committee shall have jurisdiction of all disputes
arising between schools belonging, respectively, in different conferences
and districts.
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In passing upon eligibility of players the district committee acts in a judicial capacity.
A proper judicial approach involves reasonable notice (i.e., sufficient to permit an answer
to charges made or issues raised), an opportunity for a fair hearing, and an unbiased
decision based upon the evidence presented.

ARTICLE XIII
Penalties

SEcTION 1. Suspension.—Any school that violates any of the eligibility
rules or regulations in the plans of competition of this League may be sus-
pended from further competition in the League for a period of from one to
three years in the contest in which the infraction is made upon presentation
to the State Executive Committee of sufficient evidence of said infraction.
Football and basketball eligibility cases arising inside the district shall
be decided by the appropriate football and basketball district committee, as
provided in Article XII and in Rule 6 of the Basketball Plan and of the
Football Plan. If, in the opinion of the district committee, the offense is of
sufficient gravity to warrant suspension from the League, the district com-
mittee shall make such recommendation to the State Executive Committee
and transmit its findings of fact in the case or cases, which the State Execu-
tive Committee shall consider in passing upon whether or not the offending
school shall be suspended.

Nothing in this section or in Article XII shall be interpreted to limit the
power of the State Executive Committee in making investigations and initiat-
ing proceedings against any member school whenever, in the opinion of
the Committee, there is sufficient evidence at hand to justify such action.

SEc. 2. Mandatory Penalty—A school that continues to use a contestant
who has been declared ineligible shall be suspended from the League for a
period of from one to three years in the contest in which the infraction is
made, and all contracts with member schools in this contest become at once
null and void.

SEc. 3. May Not Play Suspended Teams.—No school in this League shall
engage in any contest or scrimmage with a suspended school, and any school
violating this rule shall be suspended. This prohibition applies, of course,
only to the contest in which the school is suspended. Scrub teams and “B”
teams of League members are governed by this rule.

Schools under suspension in any contest will be listed in the September
and following issues of the Interscholastic Leaguer, Official Notice Column.

SEc. 4. Records.—A school shall produce its records upon request by an
appropriate executive committee, and refusal to do so shall constitute
grounds for suspension from one to three years.
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SEC. 5. Minimum Penalty —The minimum penalty for using an ineligible
contestant is forfeiture of the contest in which the ineligible contestant par-
ticipated.

ARTICLE XIV
Annual Meetings

The annual meeting of representatives of member schools shall be held at
the State Meet of the several conferences.

At this meeting, matters pertaining to the League shall be discussed
and recommendations made to the Legislative Council regarding any changes
in the rules. Each member school present shall be entitled to one vote at this
meeting, which shall be cast by the superintendent or principal or the duly
authorized delegate from the member school.

ARTICLE XV
Amendments

Amendments to the Constitution of the Interscholastic League may be
initiated either by the Legislative Council or by the State Executive Com-
mittee. Amendments shall be made by majority vote of the Legislative
Council, provided that all major amendments, as determined by the Legisla-
tive Council, shall then be submitted for ratification to a vote of the member
schools. All changes in eligibility rules shall be submitted to member schools
and shall require one year’s notice. It is the responsibility of the Legislative
Council to determine when an amendment is a major or a minor change in
League policy. The Legislative Council shall not act upon any matters in-
volving University policy.

ARTICLE XVI
Limitation of Awards

No member school of this League shall be permitted to issue (and no
pupil shall be permitted to receive) awards for participation in interschool
competition in excess of $15.00 (or equivalent in value) per year; except
that an additional symbolic award not to exceed $2.00 each may be pre-
sented for each additional interschool activity. This rule shall apply only to
the following contests: baseball, basketball, bowling, volleyball, boxing,
football, golf, rodeo events, swimming and diving, tennis, track and field,
weight lifting, wrestling, essay writing, public speaking, mathematics, music
events, journalism, one-act play, shorthand, typewriting and spelling.
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Contests which are not conducted on an interschool basis shall not come
under the jurisdiction of this rule. (The amateur rule will apply to all athletic
contests.) Acceptance of scholarship awards given upon enrollment in a
college or university is not considered as a violation of this rule. The penalty
for violation of this rule shall be forfeiture of eligibility for one year. En-
forcement of this rule shall rest with the State Executive Committee, and
violation of the provisions herein may be used as grounds for suspension.

This rule shall not be interpreted to prohibit the acceptance of symbolic
awards such as medals and cups as tokens of achievements to contestants
in meets or tournaments provided the awards are made by the organization
conducting the meet or tournament.

a. This section applies only te awards given by the school, or awards received by a
pupil from any source for participating in interschool contests. Awards, rewards, gifts
or other valuable consideration received for participating in athletic contests other
than interschool events are to be governed by the provisions of the Amateur Rule.

b. The giving of special awards to individuals by a district executive committee in foot-
ball or any other interschool activity is a violation. A school cannot accept an award
for an individual player and hold it until his eligibility is completed and then give it
to the player.

c. Educational trips shall not be interpreted as a violation of the Awards Rule provided
the trips are financed and sponsored solely by the school board.



Spring Meet Plan

The Spring Meet Plan, as set forth in this section of the Constitution and
Contest Rules, provides for the detailed organization and administration of
the Spring Meet contest program beginning in the district and progressing
through the region to the State Meet.

1. Eligible Schools—No school shall be eligible for the District Meet
unless it is a paid-up member of the League.

2. Conferences—Spring Meet conference assignments will correspond to
the district assignments in basketball. The district chairmen for boys’ basket-
ball have been designated by the State Executive Committee as the organiz-
ing chairmen for the spring meet districts.

District Meet

3. Districts—The state shall be divided into districts for each confer-
ence, and competition shall extend to a state championship in the con-
tests and events listed in Rule 22 of this plan. The State Executive Com-
mittee may merge or rearrange districts for improvement of the competi-
tive set-up.

Junior high schools will not be assigned to high school districts for spring
meet. If there is a junior high school member in an area where there is no
junior high school district organized, that junior high school can not be as-
signed to a district. Junior high school district winners do not qualify to any
higher meet.

In some areas, there are large elementary schools containing seventh and
eighth grades. These school units are eligible to be assigned to a junior high
school district, upon application to the junior high school executive commit-
tee and the approval of the State Executive Committee.

4. District Organization—The last date for organizing the district for
Spring Meet shall be February 1. The chairman of the Boys’ Basketball Dis-
trict Executive Committee shall serve as the temporary chairman of the dis-
trict and he shall call a meeting of all participating schools in the district
preferably during November but in no case later than February 1.

At this meeting a District Executive Committee shall be created com-
posed of faculty representatives from the participating high schools. The
District Executive Committee shall not alter or change the Spring Meet
schedule in any way.
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For illustration, suppose a school begins in the fall the preparation for a given contest
expecting of course to be able to compete in it at the District Meet. On arriving at the
Meet, however, it is found that the Committee decided in January or February that this
contest was not to be offered. A dispute immediately ensues as to notice, the Commitee
claiming that it gave notice and the school contending that the notice was not received.
In order to prevent such disputes and disappointment of contestants and to encourage
schools to begin their preparation early in the fall, the rules do not permit the executive
committee of a given meet to change the schedule of contests, or to alter their respective
values in counting points toward all-round championships.

5. Duties of the District Executive Committee.—It shall be the duty of
the district executive committee to enforce eligibility rules in the district;
to select the Director General; to select the site and date for the meet; to ar-
range for holding district meet for high schools; to arrange for financing the
meet; to canvass schools for entries to such contests; to see that only those
schools on the official list furnished by the State Office are permitted to
enter; to cooperate with the schools in effecting and promoting a district
organization; to correspond with the State Office with regard to the interests
of the work; to adjudicate disputes arising within the district subject to
provisions of Article XII; and in general to work toward making the con-
tests worthwhile in and by themselves, regardless of subsequent contests.

It shall be the duty of the Director General of the meet to select the
judges and directors of the contests; to have available all the contest mate-
rials furnished by the State Office; to work out the contest schedule and to
have immediate responsibility for seeing that the meet is conducted in an
orderly manner.

Although the Director General is expected to exert every effort to notify
all member schools in the district regarding the date of the meet, each
school is responsible for ascertaining the date.

(It is suggested that in financing the meet, the town holding the meet raise funds so
that it will not be necessary to charge contesants entry fees. An admission charge to
contests is often made and helps defray the expense of the meet.)

6. Reports.—The Director General at the close of a given meet shall
compile a list from the reports furnished him by the individual contest
directors and shall forward it to the Director General of the next higher
meet.

7. Entries—The superintendent or principal of a school shall be re-
sponsible for entering the contestants in the district meet ten days before
the day of the meet. A substitution may be made on the literary and academic
entry list at the district meet, provided the school has an entry in the contest
and provided the substitute is certified as eligible. Schools are urged to
certify one alternate in each literary contest at the district meet. This section
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does not apply to tennis, golf, track and field. See special rules governing
these contests.

A school winning representation to the next higher meet shall send imme-
diately to the director general of that meet an entry list in due form giving
the name of the school, the name of the contest, and the names of the con-
testants with certification of eligibility.

Entries to the Regional Meet shall be in the office of the Regional Director
on the Monday preceding the date of the meet.

It is the responsibility of the superintendent qualifying contestants to
the next higher meet to ascertain the date, time and place of the meet.

8. District Meets.—Contestants selected by member schools are entitled
to enter the District Meets in events in Rule 13 of this section, to which
they are respectively eligible.

Entries, including alternates, in the District Meet must be filed with the
Director General ten days prior to the meet.

9. Contest Supplies—Supplies, such as blanks, tests, etc., necessary
for conducting meets shall be furnished from the State Office upon requi-
sition by the Director General. It is the responsibility of the Director Gen-
eral to request this contest material from the League Office far enough in
advance of the contest date to insure delivery of the material before the
contest.

10. Substitutions—In case a contestant qualifying in a meet finds that
he will be unable to attend the next higher meet, it shall be the duty of his
principal or superintendent to notify the Director General and the next place
winner in the contest, who shall become eligible to represent his district or
region as the case may be. No substitution is allowable in individual contests.
Local school authorities may make a substitution to fill a vacancy on a team,
as in debate, or in a one-act play cast. For substitution in track and field,
tennis and golf refer to special rules governing these contests.

11. Championship Optional.—There may be an all-round championship
awarded at the District Meet, at the discretion of the Executive Committee
of the meet. Points won by an elementary school cannot be counted toward
all-round championship in high school meet and vice versa.

12. Points by Default—Points taken by default count toward all-round
championship.

A winner by “default” is one against whom no opposition is entered;
a winner by “forfeit” is one whose opponent has entered but, for one rea-
son or another, fails or refuses to continue the contest. A winner by default
is awarded first place points.
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13. Schedule of Points—In district meets and in elementary school
meets, the championship in the respective conferences and in the elemen-
tary school meets, shall be awarded to the school which wins the highest
number of points and at the same time satisfies the requirements of Rule 15
of this article. Only the events listed in this section may be counted toward
the all-round championship.

Attempt to change the schedule of points in conference meets has caused more dis-
satisfaction than any other one thing. District Committees which arbitrarily change
the schedule are uniformly overruled by the State Committee upon appeal by any dis-
satisfied school.

In determining the all-round championship, points shall be awarded on
the following basis:

Third
Winner Runner-up  Place

Arithmetic (numbersense) ... .15 10 5
Dehate EmtC ) 15 50 < SIS N S .. 20 1159 o
Declamation s 0 s e R e B 10 74 5
PoelpyiReadinpg e S MR, o U 10 7 )
Extemporanieous Speech = " .. . 0. L. | 15 10 5
High School Track and Field ... ... .. .. 30 15 10
High School Playground Ball __._. L Lt on 1 i 20 10 5
Journalisrty. = o0 St NCRE] | TRt E o el L o |
Junior Boys” Track and Field ... 15 10 5
Junior Playground Ball ... 15 10 5
Original Orationt .10 7} 5
One-Aet Playy o2 oaniy LT @Y L D9y 10 3)
Pictuie Mermory ...... ... sowion baisd el Bnsion ool 7 5 2
Ready*™Wiritinp® A0 e o 15 10 5
Shiorthaid e e 0ena - was—. el 3 L0000 Sanmg 15 10 5
SlidedRiulemaih -foe i ST ) T Y T 15 10 5
Spelling .. M Bele o Fo b 8o ko ) 7 5
Stopyilellivote o o0 o 0 o e .o T 5 2
Tennis, Senior Doubles ... 15 10

Tennis, Senior Singles ... 15 10

Tennis, Junior Doubles ... e o 3

Tennis, Junior Singles ... 3 2
Typewritings L L0l il 000 o e 15 10 S
Violleyhallipeh bone Stofonn foal L Y 10 15 10 5

* No points allocated because district meet Journalism Conlesls not conducted in all districts. See Section 7,
Journalism Contest Rules.

+ This contest is limited to Conferences AAAA and AAA.

1 One-Act play casls transferred out of their district are to be awarded points in their ‘*home’ district.
For detailed instruction, contact the State Office.
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14. Allocation of Points—In computing points toward all-round cham-
pionship, points as above scheduled are awarded in each conference. For
illustration: The first place winner in Ready Writing is listed above as re-
ceiving 15 points. This means that the winner of first place in each confer-
ence in Ready Writing is awarded 15 points, and so on with regard to each
contest listed, and each place, as per schedule.

The same number of points are awarded for winners in the grade school
contest as in the high school contest, where the same named contests (such
as Declamation and Ready Writing) are used in both divisions. Elementary
school points count only in the Elementary School Meet and bigh school
points count only in the high school or district meet.

In Typewriting, Shorthand, Spelling, and Picture Memory points are
given on the team score.

15. No Points for Last Place—In no contest or event shall second or
third place be counted if it is a last place, as determined by actual partici-
pation in the contest. In case there are three entries in debate (for illus-
tration) and one team defeats each of the others, the losers must be
matched to determine second place, and this principle holds in any tourna-
ment. If a school participates in the drawing it shall be considered “actual
participation” in the contest.

16. All-round Championship Requirement—No school shall be eligible
to the all-round championship that does not place in at least three different
contests of those above enumerated and in both athletic and non-athletic
contests. In track and field a school has not “placed” unless it wins at least
third place in the meet as determined by total points.

17. Division of Points among Schools Tied.—In case two schools are
tied for first place, add first and second place points, and divide the sum
equally between the two schools which are tied, awarding no second place
points, the school ranking next to the two schools tied receiving third place
points; in case two schools are tied for second place, add second and third
place points, and divide equally the sum between the two schools which are
tied, and award no third place points; and so on.

In case two schools are tied for first place and two tied for second place,
add first place points to half of second place points and divide equally
between two schools tied for first place. Add all third place points to half of
second place points and divide equally between the two schools tied for
second place. Award no third place.
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Regional Meets

18. Qualification.—District winners in each contest qualify to the Re-
gional Meet from each conference as listed below.

One Conference B and A Debate Team (composed of either boys or
girls or one boy and one girl)

One Girls’ Debate Team (Conferences AA, AAA, AAAA)

One Boys’ Debate Team (Conferences AA, AAA, AAAA)

One Senior Declaimer (Girl)

One Senior Declaimer (Boy)

One Senior Original Oration (Girl) Conferences AAA, AAAA

One Senior Original Oration (Boy) Conferences AAA, AAAA

One Poetry Reading (Girl)

One Poetry Reading (Boy)

Two Ready Writers

One Extemporaneous Speaker (Girl)

One Extemporaneous Speaker (Boy)

One One-Act Play

One Girls’ Tennis Doubles Team (Senior Division)

One Boys’ Tennis Doubles Team (Senior Division)

One Girls’ Tennis Singles Player (Senior Division)

One Boys’ Tennis Singles Player (Senior Division)

Two Track and Field

Three Shorthand

Three Typing

Two Number Sense

Two Slide Rule

Two Boys’ Golf Singles

Two Boys’ Golf Teams

Two Journalism (see revised qualifying procedure in Journalism Con-
test plan)

Names of the Regional Centers and officers will be published in the Inter-
scholastic Leaguer. Entries in the Regional Meet shall be in the office of
the Regional Director on Monday preceding the day of the meet.

Although the Director General is expected to exert every effort to notify
all member schools in the region of the date of the regional meet, the prin-
cipal or superintendent of each school having qualified representatives is
responsible for ascertaining the date of the meet.

19. Duties of the Regional Executive Committee.—Each region of this
organization as designated in the Interscholastic Leaguer shall be under the
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general charge of an Executive Committee to be appointed by the State
Executive Committee, and shall consist of a Director General as Chairman,
a Director of Literary Contests, a Director of Athletics, a Director of One-
Act Plays, and three School Administrators appointed by the League office.

The foregoing shall constitute the voting members of the respective com-
mittees. It shall be the duty of such committees to have immediate charge
of the contests in a given center; and to schedule final contests within date
limits specified in the Calendar. The Director General shall have general
charge of arrangements for the contests and appoint such other contest
directors as are necessary.

Furthermore, it is the duty of the Regional Executive Committee to ar-
range the programs of their respective meets solely in the interest of the
schools and participants, using just as little school time as possible, and
necessitating just as little expense and travel as possible for pupils, their
teachers and coaches.

20. Regional Meets—It shall be the duty of the Regional Executive
Committee to hold Regional Contests in accordance with the schedule in
Rule 18 of this section.

All entries in the Regional Meet shall be in the office of the Regional
Director on Monday preceding the day of the meet.

21. Supplies—The State Office will mail all supplies for the Regional
Meet, such as blanks, tests, etc., necessary for the holding of the meet, to
the Regional Director.

State Meet

22. State Meet—Winners from the Regional Meet shall be entitled to
enter the State Meet held annually at The University of Texas cn the first
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of May. Contestants qualify from each Re-
gion to the State Meet as listed in this section from each conference.

One Conference B and A Debate Team (Composed of either boys or
girls or a boy and a girl)

One Boys’ Debate Team (Conferences AA, AAA, and AAAA)

One Girls’ Debate Team (Conferences AA, AAA, and AAAA)

One Senior Declaimer (Girl)

One Senior Declaimer (Boy)

One Senior Original Oration (Girl) Conferences AAA and AAAA

One Senior Original Oration (Boy) Conferences AAA and AAAA

One Poetry Reading (Boy)

One Poetry Reading (Girl)

Two Ready Writers
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One Extemporaneous Speaker (Girl)

One Extemporaneous Speaker (Boy)

One One-Act Play

One Girls’ Tennis Doubles Team (Senior Division)
One Boys’ Tennis Doubles Team (Senior Division)
One Girls’ Tennis Singles Player (Senior Division)
One Boys’ Tennis Singles Player (Senior Division)
Two Track and Field

Two Shorthand

Two Typing

Two Number Sense

Two Slide Rule

One Boys’ Golf Singles

One Boys’ Golf Team

Two Journalism

23. Eligibility to Rebate—Those attending the State Meet entitled to
free housing and rebate on transportation expense are as follows:

(a) All winners listed in Rule 22.

(b) The Director General of each Regional center.

(c) A male faculty representative to sponsor boys. A lady faculty repre-
sentative to sponsor girls. A third faculty representative in the event a school
qualifies entries in either tennis or golf, in addition to literary contests and
track and field events.

(d) Rebate will be paid to no more than five contestants in track and
field, and no more than five contestants in one-act play from any given
school.

24. Lodging.—The State Executive Committee will undertake to pro-
vide lodging for all contestants and faculty representatives, as specified
in this article, at the final meeting of the League. The large number of con-
testants and faculty representatives renders it impossible to furnish lodging
to parents, visitors, and those not specified in Rule 22.

25. Certification.—Entries to the State Meet shall be in the State Office
not later than ten days before the State Meet. The Regional Director Gen-
eral shall report the Regional Winners in all contests as entrants at the
State Meet. Each school qualifying contestants in track and field shall sub-
mit an entry blank giving the full name of the contestant and the event in
which he is entered. See the track and field section for special rules governing
“Entries for the Final Meet.”



Contest Rules

Rules in Literary Contests

Rules in Debate

JERRY RoLLINsS PowELL
Director of Speech and Drama
Box 8028, University Station
Austin 12, Texas

1. The Proposition.—The proposition for debate during the 1960-61
school year follows:

Resolved: That the United Nations should be significantly strengthened.

2. Representation.—The debating contest in the League shall be con-
ducted in one division in Conferences B and A Spring Meet Districts and in
two divisions in each of the other conferences.

In Conferences B and A Spring Meet Districts a school may enter one
team which may be composed of two boys, two girls, or a boy and a girl.

In Conferences AA, AAA and AAAA Spring Meet Districts, a school may
enter in its district meet two teams, one of boys and one of girls.

In case there are not more than four schools entered in a district meet each
school may double its representation with approval of district committee.

3. Eligibility.—Each debater entered must be eligible under Article VIII
of the Constitution. Furthermore, only pupils in high school are eligible for
this contest.

4. Eliminations.—The district championship may be decided by tourna-
ment or round-robin, as the district committee directs (Appendix II).

At the Regional and State Meets the championship shall be determined by
tournament procedure.

5. Choice of Sides.—In all contests sides shall be determined either by
mutual consent or by lot, and in a series of preliminaries, choice of sides
shall be made as soon as practicable after opponents for the next rounds are
determined.

6. Coaching for Debate.—Aside from the bulletins furnished by the State
Office, and other reading matter, the assistance furnished contestants in pre-
paring debates shall not exceed the following: (a) aid in outlining the argu-
ments; (b) citing sources of information; (c) correcting errors in English;
and (d) suggestions as to delivery. Whenever a debater quotes at any length
the words of another, the fact must be plainly stated. Proof that either mem-
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ber of a debating team has received assistance other than as above specified,
or that quoted matter is used at any considerable length without giving due
credit therefor, shall disqualify such team for that year.

7. Coaching during a Debate.—In all contests the debaters shall be sepa-
rated from the audience and shall receive no coaching while the debate is in
progress. By “coaching” is meant viva voce or other prompting either by the
speaker’s colleague or by any other person while the debater has the floor.
A debater may, however, refer to his notes.

8. No Cheering.—In order to guard against “rooting,” no cheering shall
be permitted during the debate, and the presiding officer shall see that this
rule is strictly enforced.

9. The Time and Order of Speeches—Time and order of speeches shall
be as follows:

MAIN

Affirmative, 10 minutes.
Negative, 10 minutes.
Affirmative, 10 minutes.
Negative, 10 minutes.

REBUTTAL

Negative, 5 minutes.
Affirmative, 5 minutes.
Negative, 5 minutes.
Affirmative, 5 minutes.
Either side may reverse the order of its speakers in rebuttal from that of
the main speech.

10. Timekeeper and Signal Standards.—The timekeeper shall indicate to
the speaker by raised hand:

On main speeches—when 5 minutes remain, and when 1 minute re-
mains.
On rebuttal-——when 1 minute remains.
When all accounted time has been consumed, the timekeeper shall stand.
The speaker may complete the sentence on which he is speaking without dis-
qualification.

The presiding officer shall disqualify any team either member of which
ignores the last warning of the timekeeper and exceeds the time limit.
(Caution: The debate coaches and individuals composing the teams should
have a thorough understanding before the match is begun with the time-
keeper concerning the signal standards as given.)
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11. Judges.—The judges for the debating contests shall be an odd number
of judges, selected on the basis of capability and impartiality. The judges
for the district contests shall be chosen by the district executive committee,
subject to approval of a majority of the schools concerned. The regional
directors of debate shall select competent and unbiased judges for judging
the regional tournaments. For the final contest at the University the judges
shall be chosen by the State Executive Committee. The judges shall sit
apart during a contest in order to hear the speakers from different parts
of the auditorium.

12. Schools Represented Not to Be Known by the Judges—So far as
possible, the judges shall not know the school a debating team represents,
the contestants being designated as being on the “affirmative” or “negative”
side, and this provision shall be followed at the State tournament.

13. Qualification.—District winners in each Conference qualify for
regional meets and regional winners for the State Meet.

14. Substitutions.—After a given tournament has begun, no substitutions
on a team which begins the tournament shall be allowed.

15. Debates Shall Be Public—All matched contests in debate among
members of the League shall be open to the public. This provision, of course,
is not meant to prohibit charging of admission fee.

16. No Interruptions.—The Chairman shall not permit any interruption
of any of the speakers during the debate.

17. Instructions to the Judges—A copy of the instructions, provided by
the State Office, shall be given to each judge. The director of the contest is
charged with the responsibility of enforcing these instructions and only the
most flagrant delinquency in this matter will be considered grounds for
protest.

18. Planning Meeting.—See Rule 16, One-Act Play.

Rules in Declamation

The purpose of the declamation contest is to incite competitive endeavor
in mastering the thought of worthwhile selections and in acquiring the art
of conveying that thought effectively to an audience. It will be noted that
certain standards are set forth in the “Instructions to Judges.” These have
been very carefully worked out, and represent the best thought and practice
in the speech field. These standards, we hope, will not only serve the judge,
but will also serve the sponsor as a guide in training pupils who are pre-
paring for the contest.

1. Divisions.—There shall be four divisions in declamation in the respec-
tive conferences, as follows: (a) Senior Boys, (b) Senior Girls, (c) Junior
Boys, (d) Junior Girls.
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For definitions of the terms “junior” and “senior” see Section 7, Article
VII. A junior may enter the senior division in declamation but a senior may
not enter the junior division.

Pupils in elementary schools are eligible only for Elementary School
Meets. It is strongly recommended that the contests follow the same general
rules as in junior declamation in high school.

2. Representation.—Each member school shall be entitled tc enter one
declaimer in the appropriate division in the district meet of the conference
to which the school belongs.

If no more than four schools are entered in either division schools may
double their representation in that division with permission of the district
committee.

3. Eligibility.—Each declaimer must be eligible under Article VIII of the
Constitution. Furthermore, only pupils in high school are eligible for this
contest.

4. Declamations for Senior Bovs and for Senior Girls—The declamations
required in these divisions shall consist of prose selections lving in the gen-
eral field of good citizenship. This requirement may he fulfilled by a selection
dealing with: Fundamental qualities or virtues of good citizenship. Noted
events or characters. Texas heroes. history and progress, present-dayv public
questions or issues. In general. the subjects to be used are intended to lead
the students to study the problems of our American system of government
and to stimulate in speakers and hearers aspirations toward a better citizen-
ship. Poetic quotations may be included in a prose selection provided the
selection as a whole contains more prose than poetry. Humor may be in-

cluded.

5. Declamations for Junior Bovs and for Junior Girls.—This contest is
fundamentally one in the interpretation of good poetry. The poems given in
this contest should not be dramatic or humorous readings in which there is
definite acting on the part of the participants. The State Office does not issue
a prescribed list of poems for this contest, but a suggested bibliography of
poetry books is available.

6. Length of Declamations.—No senior declamation shall exceed seven
minutes in length. No junior declamation shall exceed six minutes in length.

7. Programs.—The order of speaking in all preliminary contests shall be
determined by lot. After the contestants have drawn for places on the pro-
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gram, they should be placed in a room off the speaking platform or stage,
or in the audience. They should appear on the platform or stage alone,
deliver their orations and leave the platform or stage. The next speaker
should then appear, other speakers following in like fashion until all declaim-
ers have spoken. Speakers may remain in the auditorium if so desired. It is
recommended that declaimers not announce the author and title of their
selections; such announcements should be made by the director of the contest,
or a printed program should inform the audience as to the title and author
of each selection.

If there are more than nine entries in any one division, preliminaries
should be arranged by the Director in charge, reducing the number in the
final contest to six or less.

8. No Cheering.—In order to guard against “rooting,” no cheering shall
be permitted during a contest, and the chairman shall see that this rule is
strictly enforced.

All declamation contests shall be open to the public and an admission fee
may be charged.

9. No Coaching—No speaker shall be coached or prompted in any
manner during the delivery of the declamation.

10. Gestures—Gestures may be used.

11. Timekeeper and Signal Standards.—At each speech contest there
shall be a timekeeper, who shall notify the speaker and the presiding officer
by raised hand when the speaker has consumed all but one minute of the
allotted time. The timekeeper shall indicate by standing that all of the speak-
er’s allotted time has been consumed. A contestant who continues speaking
after the final warning signal of the timekeeper, shall be disqualified by the
presiding officer.

A speaker shall be allowed to finish the few words of his sentence on which
he is speaking at the time the final signal is given.

12. Judging.—Panel judges shall be secured to judge all speech contests;
three or any larger odd number of competent judges shall be used.

The judges for the district contest shall be chosen by the District Execu-
tive Committee, subject to the approval of a majority of the schools con-
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cerned. The regional directors of declamation shall select competent and un-
biased judges for the regional tournaments. For the final contest at the
University, a judge, or judges shall be chosen by the State Executive Com-
mittee. The judges shall sit apart during a contest in order to hear the
speaker from different parts of the auditorium.

If the judges are forming a critic panel, it is permissible for them to con-
fer before the decision is announced, otherwise their ballots shall be counted
in the presence of the director of the contest or other qualified persons. At
no time shall the general public be allowed to help count the ballots.

The director of the contest should be certain that the judge, or judges, read
and understand all rules and standards before the contest begins.

13. Protests on Eligibility of Selections.—Protests on the eligibility of
senior and junior declamations must be made, before the decision of the
judges is rendered, to the Director in charge of the contest. If the protest
is on the nature of the selection, the source book from which the declamation
was taken must be produced and handed to the judges for their decision as
to whether the selection is poetry or prose, etc. In like manner, other pro-
tests on eligibility will be referred by the Director to the judges. The de-
cisions of the judges on these matters are final.

14. Original Declamations.—Senior declamations written by contestants
themselves are not eligible for use.

15. Ranking the Contestants.—At the close of the contest the judges shall
rank the speakers by numbers 1, 2, 3, etc. A speaker ranked first by a ma-
jority of the judges shall be awarded first place.

In case no speaker is ranked first by a majority of the judges, the con-
testant the sum of whose ranks is least shall be awarded first place. The
speakers receiving second and third places, respectively, shall be determined
in the same manner, except that if two contestants receive a majority of
second or better, then the sum of ranks shall be resorted to, and if the sums
shall be equal then the tie shall be broken by the determination of judges’
preference. The ranks of the contestants shall be computed either by the
judges themselves or by a committee appointed for that purpose. Note: Al-
ways settle each place in order: First, Second, Third, etc.

16. Breaking Ties—Note that the “sum of the ranks” is not resorted
to for determination of first place if any contestant has been awarded
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first place by a majority of the judges. Similarly (with first place already
decided) the “sum of the ranks” is not resorted to to determine second
place if one contestant has been given second or higher rank by a ma-
jority of the judges. However, if any two contestants receive a majority
of seconds or better, then the “sum of the ranks” shall be resorted to, pro-
vided, of course, that first place has already been determined, as it should
always be before attempting to settle second place. In short, always go by
“majority decision” if possible; if there is no majority decision, then resort
to the “sum of the ranks.” With first and second places out of the way, then
proceed by the same process to settle third place.

When two contestants are tied for any place by virtue of each receiving
identical sums of the ranks and when the procedure outlined above fails
to break the tie, the following plan known as “judges’ preference” shall be
used. Compare the ranking of the speakers as follows:

Example:  First speaker: 2—5—3
Second Speaker: 4—2—4

Tt will be noted that the first judge ranks first speaker above second speaker;
second judge ranks second speaker above first speaker; third judge ranks
first speaker above second speaker. This gives the following:

Example:  First speaker: 1—2—1
Second speaker: 2—1—2

and so breaks the tie in favor of the first speaker.
If a 3-way tie should occur, thus:

1—2—3
3—1—2
2—3—1

Then it will be necessary to break the tie by the use of method of chance
(fipping a coin, etc.) . At State Meet such a tie will be recorded.

17. Qualifications—District winners in the senior division in each Con-
ference qualify for regional meets and regional winners for the State Meet.

18. Instructions to the Judges—A copy of the instructions, provided by
the State Office, shall be given to each judge. The directors of the contest
is charged with the responsibility of explaining these instructions to the
judges.

19. Planning Meetings.—See Rule 16, One-Act Play.
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Rules in Original Oration

The purpose of this contest is to stimulate the student to express his own
thoughts on socially important subjects.

1. Divisions.—Senior boys and senior girls.

2. Representation.—Each member school in Conferences AAAA and
AAA will be entitled to enter one senior boy and one senior girl in the
appropriate division. If no more than four schools are entered in either divi-
sion in the district, schools may double their representation in that division,
with permission of the district committee.

3. Eligibility.—FEach contestant must be eligible under Article VIII of
the Constitution. Furthermore. only pupils in high school are eligible for this
contest.

4. Method of Conducting the Contest—Topics for original oration shall
be chosen from the general field of public or community interest. Not more
than one-tenth of the oration may be direct quote, and there must be more
prose than poetry.

A legible copy of the original oration shall be submitted to the Director
of original oration before the contest begins. These are to be made available
to the judges after the contest and before the decision, if they so request.

Orations shall be not over seven minutes in length.

5. Timekeeper and Signal Standards.—See Rule 11. Declamation Contest.
6. Judging—See Rules 12 and 15, Declamation Contest.

7. Protests—Protests must be made to the Director of original oratiorr
before the decision of the judges is rendered: decision of the judges is final.

8. Declamations—Standard declamations may not be used in the original
oration contest.

9. Planning Meeting.—See Rule 16. One-Act Play.

Rules in Poetry Reading

The purpose of the poetry reading contest is to provide incentive for
mastering the thought of worthwhile poems and in conveving that thought
effectively to an audience through reading orally. In addition. the contest
is designed to provide training in the holding of a book and the effective
reading from the manuscript in front of an audience. so that the best princi-
ples of oral reading are emphasized. In general, the standards as set up for
the declamation contests should be followed to motivate training in the
poetry reading contest.



“ The University of Texas Publication

1. Divisions.—There shall be two divisions in poetry reading in the re-
spective conferences, as follows: (a) Boys, (b) Girls.

2. Representation—Each member high school shall be entitled to enter
one boy and one girl in the appropriate division in the district meet of the
Conference to which the school belongs.

If no more than four schools are entered in either division in the district,
schools may double their representation in that division, with permission
of the district committee.

3. Eligibility—Each participant in the poetry reading contest must be
eligible under Article VIII. Furthermore, only pupils in high school are eli-
gible for this contest.

4. Method of Conducting the Contest.—The selections of this contest
shall consist of two parts: (a) Prepared Selection, (b) Extemp Selection
(to be drawn six minutes before participation).

The prepared selection shall be from the realm of good literature and
shall be recognized as poetry. The poem may be complete, a cutting, or sev-
eral short poems. The student may give a short introduction. Such introduc-
tion to be part of the total time limit of four minutes. A manuscript or book
containing the selection shall be held by the contestant during the per-
formance to use as he chooses.

The extemp selection shall be drawn from several selections sent to the
district director by the State Office. Students will choose one extemp selec-
tion. Both selections will be given when participant appears.

Each contestant is allowed six minutes to study his selection. At the
moment the first contestant begins to speak, contestant No. 2 is permitted
to draw his selection. When contestant No. 1 finishes, contestant No. 2 is
allowed to speak, if an interval of six minutes has elapsed, whereupon
contestant No. 3 is permitted to draw his selection, and thus the contest is
continued. It will be found convenient to provide two rooms for this contest,
a preparation room for the contestants awaiting their turn, and a room or
stage for presentations.

5. Programs—The order of speaking and the program shall be con-
ducted as in the declamation contests.

6. No Cheering.—In order to guard against “rooting,” no cheering shall
be permitted during a contest, and the chairman shall see that this rule is
strictly enforced.

All poetry reading contests shall be open to the public and an admission
fee may be charged.
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7. No Coaching—No reader shall be coached or prompted in any man-
ner during the delivery of the readings.

8. Timekeeper and Signal Standards—See Rule 11, Declamation Con-
test. Time shall be kept on both prepared and extemp selections.

9. Judging.—See Rules 12 and 15, Declamation Contest.

10. Protests on Eligibility of Selections.—Protests on the eligibility of
poems must be made, if at all, to the Director in charge of the contest before
the decision of the judge is rendered. The Director shall submit the name of
the selection and the number of the reader to the judges for vote without
consultation on its eligibility. Decision of judges on this matter is final.

11. Instructions to the Judges—A copy of the instructions, provided by
the State Office, shall be given to each judge. The director of the contest is
charged with the responsibility of explaining these instructions to the judges.

12. Planning Meeting.—See Rule 16, One-Act Play.

Rules in Extemporaneous Speech

This contest is perhaps the most valuable and practicable of all speaking
contests for the average pupil in high school. The objectives of the contest
follow:

(a) To encourage friendly competition among the schools in the study,
preparation. and delivery of speeches of an extemporaneous nature;

(b) To train students to think, organize their thoughts; and express them
clearly and convincingly to an audience. Students should learn to think
quickly and to “think on their feet”;

(c) To encourage a study of our country’s needs to the end that each in-
dividual may render the most effective service;

(d) To show the value of a speech course in the regular curriculum.
Schools with a class in Speech have little difficulty in getting students to en-
ter this contest;

(e) To develop in students good speaking voices, leadership, coordination
of bodily and mental activities as they affect the spoken word, self-confi-
dence, and to realize the power of speech;

(f) To teach that “there is no loser in any Speech contest.” (The judge
may not declare you the winner, but he cannot take away from you the
benefits which automatically come to you from participation in a speaking
contest.)
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(g) To encourage school officials to enter students in this contest for the
good of the students, not primarily for the sake of winning a contest.

It is useless, and often positively detrimental, to attempt to prepare stu-
dents for this contest unless it is undertaken early in the school year and
preparation made on the field of study outlined in Rule 9 below. Teachers
are earnestly warned that unless the preparation for the contest may be made
gradually and in a systematic manner, it is best to forego it altogether.

1. Divisions.—In each Conference there shall be two divisions in ex-
temporaneous speech: (1) boys) ; (2) girls.

2. Representation.—FEach high school that is a member of the League
shall be entitled to enter in this contest one boy and one girl in the district
meet of the conference to which it belongs. If no more than four schools are
entered in either division, schools may double their representation in that
division, with approval of the district committee.

3. Eligibility —FEach pupil entered in extemporaneous speech must be
eligible under Article VIII of the Constitution. Furthermore, only pupils in
high school are eligible in this contest.

4. Topics—The competition in extemporaneous speech during the cur-
rent year shall be based upon current news. Sample topics shall be published
from time to time in the Leaguer. Sample topics from from past years may be
obtained from the League Office.

5. Drawing.—The Director in charge shall clip up the circular contain-
ing topics, leaving one topic on each slip. These slips shall be placed in a hat
or other receptacle and each contestant shall be required to draw out five
slips. He may then take as his topic any one of the five slips so drawn. After
the contestant has made his selection and the Director in charge has duly
recorded it, four of the five slips which he has chosen shall be placed back in
the hat and the slips mixed before the next contestant draws; and so on. If
preliminaries are necessary, the process shall be repeated for selection of
topics for the final contest. The Director of the contest, or his representative,
shall announce distinctly, and the judges shall understand clearly, the topic
each contestant has chosen. (See Rule 12, “Announcement of Topics.”)
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The contest director is responsible for destroying all unused topics.

6. Timing the Preparation Period—It will be found convenient to pro-
vide at least two rooms for the contestants in extemporaneous speech. From
room No. 1, in which the drawing occurs, the first speaker is admitted to
room No. 2, If possible, assign a different preparation room for each speaker
in order that he may have complete privacy in preparing his speech. He
prepares his speech in this room and at the end of half an hour is sent on to
the auditorium to deliver his speech, the Director having in the meantime,
admitted other speakers at about five-minute intervals to the preparation
room, and so on until the contest is completed.

Speakers may use magazines and other source material to assist in pre-
paring their speeches. Typed, mimeographed or hand-written materials may
not be carried to preparation room. The speaker may not use notes contain-
ing more than 100 words when he delivers his speech.

7. Length of Speeches—Extemporaneous speeches shall not be longer
than seven minutes or shorter than five.

8. Timekeeper and Signal Standards.—A timekeeper shall be provided for
each contest who shall notify the speaker by raised hand, when he has con-
sumed five minutes of time. and again by the same signal. that one minute
remains. The timekeeper shall stand when the total time allotted has been
consumed. The speaker may complete the sentence on which he is speaking
without disqualification.

9. Sources.

A daily paper and any of the many news-magazines will be
helpful as sources in keeping up with “Current News.” Schools will be kept
in touch with available publications and lists of topics through the Leaguer.
These magazine are particularly helpful: Time, Newsweek, Vital Speeches,
Our Times, Scholastic, U. S. News and World Report.

10. Judging.—See Rules 12 and 15, Declamation Contest.

11. Preliminaries.—In case there are more than nine entries in any meet
in this event, there shall be held a preliminary which shall reduce the num-
ber for the final contest to six or less. In case this is necessary, a new set of
topics shall be prepared for the final.

12. Announcement of the Topic—The Director in charge of the contest.
or his representative, shall announce the title drawn by each speaker. The
Director must see that the judge or judges have these topics before the speak-
ers begin to talk. The practice of having each speaker announce his own
topic before beginning to speak should be discouraged.
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13. Qualification—District winners in each Conference qualify for re-
gional meets and regional winners for the State Meet.

14. No cheering—In order to guard against “rooting,” no cheering
shall be permitted during a contest, and the chairman shall see that this rule
is strictly enforced.

All extemp contests shall be open to the public and an admission fee may
be charged.

15. Instructions to the Judges—A copy of the instructions, provided by
the State Office, shall be given to each judge.

The director of the contest is charged with the responsibility of explaining
these instructions to the judges.

16. Planning Meeting.—See Rule 16, One-Act Play.

One-Act Play Contest

These general objectives are to be kept in mind by directors and students
that participate in One-Act Play contests. It is the purpose of this contest:
(a) to encourage a friendly rivalry between schools on the basis that it is
more important to do a good play well than it is to win at any cost; (b) to
stimulate an activity which may be used to advantage during leisure time;
(c) to encourage schools to enter the contest because of the enjoyment and
value students receive rather than entering for the sole purpose of winning
a trophy; (d) to foster an appreciation of good acting, good directing, good
plays, and to stimulate interest in contest dramatics; (e) to show the value
of and the need for teamwork and cooperation in any group effort; (f) to
lose or win graciously knowing that frequently there is “victory in defeat”;
learn to accept defeat as an indication that our efforts did not adequately
reach standards of perfection; learn to win without believing we have
reached perfection, and to accept the decision of judges without complaint or
protest; (g) to encourage acceptance of the belief that dramatics has a
definite reason for existing in the curricula of our schools; (h) to show that
contest play production is “a lot of fun” regardless of the outcome of the
contest. “There are no losers in a One-Act Play contest” because the ad-
vantages which accrue from participation far outweigh the mere winning or
losing of a contest.
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Rules of Contest

1. Representation.—Each high school that is a member of the League is
entitled to enter a cast in its district meet in its appropriate Conference.

If no more than two schools are represented in a district, each school may
double its representation in the district play contest with the approval of the
district executive committee.

2. Eligibility —Each member of a One-Act Play company shall be eligible
under Article VIII of the Constitution, furthermore, only pupils in high
school are eligible for this contest. Only five individuals will be eligible to
receive rebate at the State Tournament. However, all cast and crew members
are eligible for free lodging.

Records may be used for mob scenes, background music, etc. Eligibility
refers only to actual participating students.

3. Eligible Plays—The district or regional committee, regardless of the
judges’ decision, shall declare ineligible the following plays: (In case of
doubt the matter may be referred immediately to the State Office for ruling.)

a. Plays requiring more than forty minutes in presentation.

b. Plays using sets or lights that require more than ten minutes to
set up plus ten minutes to strike. (Directors must not expect to use
the entire twenty minutes if not needed.) Simple cloth cycloramas,
and the simplest of exterior scenes are the basic background for all
plays. This rule is not intended to penalize the clever set designer or
lighting technician. The rule is, however, specifically aimed at
discouraging bulky and elaborate sets. The participating school
may make arrangements with the host school to bring necessary
furniture, and should do so if they can. Spots and other lighting
devices may be used.

Host institutions may appoint special stage crews to assist with all
the plays in a contest.

c. Plays that require more than 13 individuals in the company: no
more than 10 in the cast (double casting permissible) and 3 crew
members (who may also act as alternates) .

d. Plays in which an actual gun, pistol, or any firearm is used in any
way regardless of whether firing pin is removed or not. A toy or a
wooden model painted to represent a real gun is permitted. Dis-
charge of a gun off stage or on is not permitted, nor is the use of
any explosive to represent the discharge of a gun or explosive
allowed.
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e. Plays that require more than 30 seconds to make a scene change.
Either blackout or curtain may be used to indicate lapse of time,
change of scene, or for a flashback. Such interim time shall be

counted in the forty-minute limit.

f. Plays not having an Eligibility Notice from the State Office stating
that the title of the play is duly registered in the State Office as that
school’s entry. This notice is the official indication that the State
Office has approved production of the play. Plays approved must
be changed, altered, or revised by the directors so as not to offend
good taste or moral standards in any way. See Rule 10.

4. Timekeeper.—The Director shall appoint an official timekeeper who
shall be instructed to remain back stage near the curtain during the presen-
tation of plays, and in case any play requires more than forty minutes in
presentation, or used more than ten minutes to set up and ten minutes to
strike, the timekeeper shall so notify the Director of the contest, who shall
disqualify the play.

In no case shall the Director of the contest or the judge serve as a time-
keeper.

The length of the play shall be determined by the time elapsed from the
opening curtain to the closing curtain, or from the time the music or action
begins in front of the curtain.

If for any reason it is necessary to draw the curtain before the end of a
production, judges are instructed to evaluate the production on the basis
of the part presented. Decision of the judges is final.

5. Faculty Director—No director shall be allowed backstage during a
contest performance of his play. A director should train his crew members
so that his presence will not be necessary.

If a director of a One-Act Play in any school is not a regular faculty mem-
ber, the cast is not eligible to participate unless the director is formally desig-
nated for the work by recommendation of the superintendent and approved
by the school board.

6. Qualification.—District winners qualifying to the regional meets may
be assigned to area meets, or two or more districts may be combined, in
crowded regions so as to reduce the number of schools at the regional meet.
Regional winners of all Conferences qualify for their respective Conference
contests in the State Meet.

7. Entry and Selection of Play.—Schools desiring to enter this contest
must fill out an entry form countersigned by an administrator and return to
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the State Office. Failure to participate in the district meet after indicating
intention of entering shall be grounds for suspension in One-Act Play for
the following year. Acknowledgment of entry is mailed immediately by the
the State Office. Acknowledgment of entry is mailed immediately by the
State Office. Title must be sent well before the deadline. If a local contest
is held to determine the play a school is to use, the contest must be completed
before the deadline for title entry. Consult the League calendar for all dead-
lines.

A school will be suspended in one-act play for the current year if: 1. It
fails to observe entry deadline, or, 2. It fails to observe title entry deadline. A
school may be suspended in this event the following year if it fails to partici-
pate in the district contest after both official entry and title entry is made.

8. Important Dates—Consult League Calendar for all dates pertaining to
one-act play meets. One-act play contests in district, area, and region may be
held at a separate time to other spring meet contests. The State Executive
Committee may merge or rearrange districts for the improvement of the
contest.

9. List of Properties—Each school entering the contest shall provide the
District Director of the contest with a complete list of heavy preperties as
soon as possible (preferably ten days before the date of the contest). Win-
ners in district and in regional contests shall provide the director of the
next higher contest with a list of heavy properties immediately following the
contest in which they are respectively declared to be the winners.

10. A4 Basic List of Plays—A list of plays is sent to member schools.
Plays from this list are permissible for production with proper changes
where required. Any director wishing to produce a play not on the list
may send its title to the Interscholastic League Director of Speech and
Drama. If such a play is officially approved, a statement to that effect will
be sent to the director requesting the approval. (See also Rule 3, item {.)

Copies of all plays on this list may be secured for examination from the
Interscholastic League Drama Service. No more than ten plays and no more
than one copy of any one play will be sent to one person at a time. They may
be kept fourteen days. Plays will not be sent to students. The plays lent by
this library are for reading and examination purposes only. No part of any
play or book lent by the Drama Service may be copied. Production copies
must be purchased from the publishing companies. Address request to the
Director of Speech and Drama, Box 8028, University Station, Austin, Texas.
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11. (a)Royalty—The League assumes no responsibility for payment of
royalty. A school which presents a royalty play in a contest without having
paid royalty or received permission from royalty holder shall forfeit the
contest and shall be suspended from further participation in this competition
for the remainder of the current school year. A school must be able to show
proof to the Contest Director that royalty has been paid on whatever play
or portion of a play it produces.

(b) Cuttings.—Permission must be granted in writing, by the pub-
lisher of a long play, for cutting to contest length. Permission granted by a
publisher to produce a play does not necessarily include blanket permission
to cut the play to contest length.

12. Drawing.—After the closing date for entries, the Director of One-
Act Play is authorized to draw places for appearance of the casts on the
program, and shall notify all competing schools of their places immediately
after the drawing.

13. No prompting—There shall be no prompting during a perform-
ance by anyone who is off stage or out of the acting area.

14. Program Copy.—The director of the winning cast shall mail imme-
diately to the Director of the One-Act Play in the next higher meet his cast
of characters in program form and list of heavy properties needed.

15. Judging—It is specifically recommended that a critic judge be
secured to judge all One-Act Play contests. In case one good critic judge
cannot be secured, a larger number of competent judges may be used, pref-
erably three judges. If three, five, or more judges are used, the judges
should sit apart during the contest in order to hear the play from different
parts of the auditorium. The critic panel may confer after the contest and
before the decision is rendered. The selection of the judges for the district
contests shall be made by the District Executive Committee, subject to the
approval of a majority of the schools concerned. The area and regional di-
rectors of One-Act Play shall select competent and unbiased judges for judg-
ing the area and regional contests, respectively. For the final contest at The
University, the judge, or judges shall be chosen by the State Executive Com-
mittee.

The director of the contest should be certain that the judge. or judges,
read and understand all rules and standards and agree to use only the
League standards of judging, before the contest begins. The decision of the
judge, or judges is final, unless some portion of Rule 3 is violated.

See Rule 4, last paragraph, for ruling on judging an incomplete pro-
duction.
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A single critic judge should be expected to criticize each play within an
agreed upon time limit. Members of a judging panel should not be expected
to criticize unless they desire to do so. The panel may confer and select a
spokesman. Do not hold critique before announcing the results.

16. Planning Meeting—All speech and drama teachers in a district are
authorized to hold a planning meeting well in advance of the organizing date
for district spring meets. For last date, see League calendar.

The purpose of this meeting is to assist the Director General in planning
the Speech Contest and the One-Act Play Meet. Directors are to make recom-
mendations concerning rooms, schedules, dates, judges, fees, rehearsal time,
properties, and other matters pertaining to the meet. These recommendations
are to be given to the District Executive Committee for action.

17. Printed Programs.—All programs typed, printed or mimeographed
for any one-act play contest shall contain the names of all schools repre-
sented, the title and author of the play, and the name of the director. The
program shall contain the names of the students and the characters they are
portraying.

18. Instructions to the Judges.—A copy of the instructions, provided by
the State Office, shall be given to each judge.

The director of the contest is charged with the responsibility of explain-
ing these instructions to the judges.

Story-Telling Contest

1. Divisions.—There is only one division in this contest and it is open
to children in the second and third grades in Elementary School Meets.

2. Representation.—Any member school having an eligible contestant
is entitled to enter one contestant in the Elementary School Meet.

3. Eligibility.—In addition to being eligible under Article VIII of the
Constitution, only pupils in the second or third grades are eligible in this
contest.

4. Director.—The Elementary School Director General is authorized to
appoint a Director of Story-telling. It is the responsibility of the Director
General to request materials for holding the contest from the State Office.

5. The Story-teller—The Director of Story-telling may serve as story-
teller, or appoint a duly qualified person to act in this capacity.
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6. Stories—Stories to be told the contestants for reproduction before
an audience will be furnished by the State Office of the League. The stories
will be sent in a sealed envelope to the Director General, who shall transmit
them to the person who is to act as story-teller on the day of the contest.
Several stories will be sent, from which the story-teller may select one.

For practice, teachers should use stories from any good children’s books.
Stories should be approximately three minutes in length.

7. Conducting the Contest—The pupils who are entered in the contest
shall be assembled in a room near the auditorium in which the contest is to
be held half an hour before the contest is scheduled to begin. The story-teller
shall then tell or read the story to the contestants, after having them draw
for places on the program. Contestant No. 1 shall then be admitted to the
stage of the auditorium and shall tell the story in his own way. When Con-
testant No. 1 has finished, Contestant No. 2 shall be admitted to the
stage to tell the story, and so on until all the contestants have delivered
their stories. The Director of the contest shall disqualify any contestant who
delivers a story other than the one presented by the story-teller. The story-
teller shall tell the story to the contestants only once.

8. Judges and Judging—A qualified critic judge may be used or three
or other odd number of judges may be chosen on the basis of competence
and impartiality by the director of the contest. The judges shall be instructed
to rank all the contestants on the following: a. Spontaenity, b. Originality,
c. Naturalness of the delivery. The ranks given by the judges shall be com-
puted by the director on the same basis as that prescribed in the declamation
rules of this bulletin. First, second, and third place winners shall be an-
nounced. The judges shall not be permitted to hear the story as it is told
to the contestants.

9. No Prompting—No contestant shall receive prompting of any kind.
He is supposed to make up the plot in his own way if he forgets it.

Rules for Picture Memory Contest

1. Divisions.—There is only one division in this contest and it is open
to children in the fourth and fifth grades.

2. Representation.—Each member school in the League having two or
more pupils in the fourth and fifth grades is permitted to enter a team in
picture memory.
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To the picture memory team of two shall be added one member for each
twenty pupils (or fraction thereof) in excess of ten enrolled in the eligible
grades on the basis of total enrollment up to the opening of the spring semes-
ter. Thus, if the total enrollment in the eligible grades is ten or less than
ten, the team is composed of two pupils; eleven through thirty pupils, in-
clusive, the team is composed of three pupils; thirty-one through fifty pupils,
the team is composed of four pupils, etc. (Pupils passing from an ineligible
grade, third, or to an ineligible grade, sixth grade, at mid-term should not
be counted in the total enrollment in the fourth and fifth grades.)

3. Eligibility.—Only pupils in the fourth and fifth grades who are eligi-
ble under Article VIII of the Constitution and Rules may be entered in this
contest.

4. Conducting the Contest.—The Director of Picture Memory shall pro-
vide contestants with sheets of paper divided into three columns, the columns
titled Picture, Artist, Nationality. Horizontal lines shall be numbered one
through thirty-three (or, if seventeen pictures are used, one through seven-
teen) . Typing paper or notebook paper may be used.

Each contestant shall draw a number from the Director of the Picture
Memory Contest and write that number in the upper right-hand corner of
each sheet of his test paper. The Director shall keep an accurate list of the
names of the contestants and the number each has drawn. This list shall
be used for identification of the test sheets after the contest.

The Director shall appoint two monitors to supervise the contest. and they
shall stay in the room while the contest is being held and report to the Di-
rector any attempt on the part of any pupil to copy from any other or from
any source during the contest. The Director shall disqualify any pupil who
attempts to copy from any source.

The Director, or person designated by him. shall exhibit to the contestants
either thirty-three pictures from the prescribed list, or seventeen, chosen
at random and shall keep an accurate list of the pictures, the artists, and the
nationality in the order in which they are exhibited.

The Director is responsible for securing the pictures which are to be
exhibited.

Contestants shall be instructed to write down the name of the picture in
the first column, name of the artist in the second column, and the nationality
of the artist in the third column. Only the last name of the artist need be
used. Either pen or pencil is permissible. Contestants should use only one
side of the paper.

After the test has been given, the test sheets shall be collected by the Di-
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rector and the list of the pictures in the order in which they have been ex-
hibited attached thereto, and test sheets and list turned over to a committee
of graders who shall grade the sheets.

The Director shall then identify each test sheet by contestant’s name and
school. A list of the 100 per cent contestants shall then be made which shall
be publicly announced during the Elementary School Meet. The team grades
shall be computed (see next paragraph), and a first, second and third place
winner declared.

The team grade shall be determined by adding together the scores made
by all members of a given team and dividing the sum by the number of in-
dividuals composing the team.

5. Grading the Test Sheets—A perfect paper is graded 100. From 100
deduct one point for each error made, if 33 pictures are used. Deduct two
point for each error if 17 pictures are used.

In grading, the answers shall appear exactly as they are given in the of-
ficial Picture List available from the State Office. Mispelling shall be
counted as errors.

6. Judges—No teacher who has a contestant in the contest shall be per-
mitted to serve either as a monitor or as a member of the grading committee.

7. Available Aids—The Interscholastic League has issued a mimeo-
graphed bulletin which treats appreciatively each of the pictures in the list,
and gives the official spelling and titles for the contest. It is titled “Picture
Memory Bulletin” and sells for 25¢ per copy. Each pupil entering the contest
should have a copy of this bulletin.

8. Selected Pictures—The selections to be used as a basis for the contest
in the current year are listed in the bulletin described in Paragraph 7 above.
Schools planning to participate in this contest should purchase copies of the
listed pictures from a reputable art printing company or dealer (some of
the companies are listed below). It is suggested that small prints of the
selections be made available to each student (publishers have these at a few
cents per copy).

9. Publishers—The following publishers, listed in alphabetical order,
supply prints included in this year’s selection. Further details on prints, etc.,
are found in the bulletin described in Paragraph 7 above.

List of publishers:
Artext Prints, Inc., Westport, Conn.
Hoover Brothers, Temple, Texas.
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Perry Picture Company, Malden, Mass.

Texas Book Store, Box 8004, University Station, Austin, Texas.

Note: The Texas Book Store and Hoover Brothers have packets of the
forty pictures made up for immediate shipment. Write them for details on
prices, ete.

Journalism Program and Contest

J. Roy Mosks, Jr.
Director of Journalism
Box 8028, University Station
Austin 12, Texas

1. Interscholastic League Press Conference—The Journalism Contests
make up one portion of the League’s competitive, critical and instructive
journalism program sponsored jointly by the League and the School of
Journalism, The University of Texas. The agency co-ordinating the entire
journalism program is the Interscholastic League Press Conference, with
headquarters in the League Office. ILPC membership is optional for the
League’s member schools and is not required for participation in the Jour-
nalism Contests. ILPC membership is required for participation in the
entire program of school newspaper improvement (see Section 6).

2. Membership.—Any high school or junior high school in the State is
eligible for ILPC membership if it publishes a student newspaper and is a
member of the League (see Article III, Constitution). ILPC membership
entitles a school to all ILPC services outlined in Section 6. Deadline for
enrollment in ILPC is January 15 and all inquiries and requests for enroll-
ment must be made to the Director of Journalism, Interscholastic League,
Box 8028, University Station, Austin 12, Texas.

3. Direction.—The Journalism Contest and the ILPC program are super-
vised by the Director of Journalism, Interscholastic League, and an Execu-
tive Committee consisting of the Director and two members of the Journalism
faculty of The University of Texas. All communications regarding either the
contests or the ILPC program should be addressed to the Director of Jour-
nalism, Interscholastic League.

Three student officers—a president, vice-president, and secretary—are
elected from ILPC member schools at the State Convention each May to
serve until the following May Convention. Student officers are responsible
for helping evaluate ILPC policies and policy changes, assisting with the
State Convention and performing other duties that may be assigned by the
ILPC Executive Committee.



58 The University of Texas Publication

4. Fees—Enrollment in the ILPC requires a $2 membership fee to de-
fray, in part, the expense of providing special ILPC services for member
schools. The fee must be paid at the time of enrollment, and no later than
the January 15 membership deadline. No fee, other than the Interscholastic
League membership fee, is required of schools desiring to participate only
in the Journalism Contests.

5. Submission of School Papers—ILPC members are required to mail
one copy of each issue of their school newspapers, preferably at time of pub-
lication, to the Director of Journalism, Interscholastic League. No rating or
rating certificate will be given to members failing to submit at least three
file copies of their publications.

6. ILPC Special Services—ILPC offers to its members a number of
special services as a means of helping to improve the quality of scholastic
journalism and journalism instruction in the public schools of Texas. The
“High School Press” column in each issue of the Interscholastic Leaguer pro-
vides a vehicle for discussion of journalistic problems, seeking or reporting
new and successful ideas and suggestions, answering individual questions
that might have widespread application, and reporting members’ activities
and achievements. The ILPC provides sample contest material and helps
plan and conduct special journalism workshops in many areas of the State
for student staff members. Also, with the assistance of the Journalism faculty,
The University of Texas, consultation and advice on special problems are
available to all members throughout the school vear. Also:

a. RATINGS—In the spring, all ILPC member newspapers are rated
on the current school year’s issues on file in the ILPC Office (see Section 5).
For the ratings, all papers are grouped according to method of publica-
tion (mimeographed, printed, or page in local paper) and, for high schools,
by enrollment (average membership for last four grades in high school).
Junior high school papers are rated separately, but grouped according to
method of publication; high schools publishing a “page in local paper” are
all rated in one separate group regardless of enrollment.

Within each grouping, certificates of rating are issued in four degrees:

Award of Distinguished Merit to the outstanding papers in each class.

Award of Achievement to papers which fall just short of the first degree
of excellence.

Award of Honor to papers of high caliber which have shown continued
excellence throughout the year.

Award of Merit to papers which have made contributions to the school for
which they were published by maintaining a basic level of journalistic
quality.
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No rating will be given to members failing to submit at least three file
copies of their publications prior to March 1 of the current school yvear.

b. CRITICISM SERVICE—ILPC members desiring a detailed criticism
of their papers must pay an additional optional fee of 83 (in addition to the
$2 membership fee) to defray the actual cost of securing competent critics.
ILPC members may request this service at any time prior to the January 15
membership deadline, and must submit extra copies of the issues on which
the criticism is desired. No more than three criticism issues may be sub-
mitted but the criticism will be made on {ewer than three if requested by the
journalism adviser. All criticism issues must be submitted together. but
separate from the ILPC file copies of the paper (see Section 5). and should
be plainly marked “For Criticism.” To expedite the critical work. criticism
copies should be submitted as early as possible, and no later than February 1.

c. PAMPHLETS—Specially prepared mimeographed pamphlets. pro-
viding suggestions, instructions and information on a variety of journalistic
topics, are provided free of charge to ILPC members. Pamphlets are dis-
tributed to members periodically throughout the school vear with new ones
being prepared, and old ones being revised or reprinted. as the occasion
demands. A list of available pamphlets is provided ILPC members each fall.

d. LENDING LIBRARY—The DeWitt Reddick Journalism Library is
maintained for use by members free of charge. except for postage. Books
may be borrowed for a period of two weeks. with four additional days al-
lowed for mailing, and a fine of five cents per day is charged for overdue
books. The library now contains 53 volumes and new books are purchased
each vear. The library bibliography is mailed to ILPC members each fall.

e. INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS CONTEST—A contest is
sponsored each spring for individual work published in ILPC memker papers
during the school vear. Contests are conducted in news, editorial. sports,
feature and featurette writing, photography and illustrating. Students com-
pete in six divisions, corresponding to the five basketball conferences. plus a
junior high school division. Individual gold (first place), silver (second
place) and bronze tthird place) medals are awarded in each contest in
each division. Entries must be received in the ILPC office no later than April
1 and detailed contest information will be provided ILPC members at least
six weeks prior to the contest deadline.

f. STATE CONVENTION—The annual ILPC State Convention is held
in Austin each May in conjunction with the State Meet Journalism Con-
tests. The Convention program is arranged to include workshops, talks
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and discussions concerning scholastic publications and aimed at improving
the overall quality of such publications. Convention participation is open to
representatives of any school newspaper in the State, regardless of whether
it is affiliated with ILPC or has contestants participating in the State Meet
Journalism Contest. All delegates are responsible for their own transporta-
tion to Austin, and for their lodging, meals and other expenses. ILPC
ratings and Individual Achievement Awards Contest winners are announced
at the Convention each year and ILPC students officers are elected for the
following school year.

7. Spring Meet Contests and Classes.—The Interscholastic League Spring
Meet Journalism Contests shall be conducted at district, regional and State
Meet levels. District level contests shall be conducted only in those districts
where it is warranted by unusually heavy concentration of participation.
Such districts shall be designated by the League Journalism Director and
listed in the “Official Notices” column of the January issue of the Inter-
scholastic Leaguer; such publication shall be considered official notice.

Where no district meet Journalism Contests are conducted, journalism
contestants shall advance directly to the Regional Meet. In districts having
district meet Journalism Contests only the qualifying contestants shall ad-
vance to the Regional Meet (see Section 14).

Schools participating in the Spring Meet Journalism Contests shall be
divided into five classes—conferences AAAA, AAA, AA, A and B. Con-

ference assignments will correspond to the district assignments in basketball.

8. Acceptance Card.—In order to determine the districts in which district
meet Journalism Contests are to be held (see Section 7), each school plan-
ning to participate in the Spring Meet Journalism Contests must file a Jour-
nalism Acceptance Card with the Journalism Director, Interscholastic
League. Acceptance cards will be mailed to schools in September; they must
be signed by the principal or superintendent and returned to the League
Office no later than December 1, 1960 (postmark deadline). After the Ac-
ceptance Card deadline the League Journalism Director will prepare a list
of eligible schools and provide copies for each district and regional Journal-
ism Contest Director. A school must file an Acceptance Card to be eligible
to compete in the Spring Meet Journalism Contests.

9. Representation.—Each League member high school filing an Accept-
ance Card shall be entitled to enter two contestants in the lowest Spring Meet
Journalism Contest conducted for its conference and district.

10. Eligibility—Each student entering the Journalism Contests must ful-
fill the eligibility requirements set forth in Article VIII of the Constitution.
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11. Certification.—Eligibility certification for Spring Meet Journalism
contestants is made as follows:

a. In schools scheduled to participate in district meet Journalism
Contests the superintendent or principal shall be responsible for entering the
contestants in the district meet ten days prior to the day of the meet. (See
Section 7, Spring Meet Plan.)

b. Schools not scheduled to compete in district meet Journalism Con-
tests must certify contestants directly to their Regional Journalism Contest
Director. This certification must be in the form of a letter from the super-
intendent or principal naming the two contestants and alternates, if any, and
certifying their eligibility under these rules and Article VIII of the Consti-
tution and Contest Rules. This certification must reach the Regional Director
no later than the Monday preceding the day of the Regional Meet, in com-
pliance with Section 21, Spring Meet Plan. This deadline for the 1960-61
school year is Monday, April 17, 1961.

Journalism contestants qualifying at the district level shall be certified
directly to the next higher meet by the district meet Director General under
Section 6, Spring Meet Plan, and by their principal or superintendent (See
Sect. 7, Spring Meet Plan).

12. Nature of the Contests.—The Interscholastic League Spring Meet
Journalism Contests at the regional and State Meet levels shall consist of
five events: 1. Feature Writing; 2. Editorial Writing; 3. Newswriting; 4.
Copyreading; and 5. Headline Writing.

At the district meet level the contests shall consist of only two events:
1. Feature Writing; and 2. Editorial Writing.

Once a contestant has participated in any one of the contest events there
shall be no substitutions. The time and points allowed for each contest part
are:

Contest Event First Second Third Fourth Fifth
Feature Writing (30 min.) ... 75 63 51 39 27
Editorial Writing (45 min.) ... 100 85 70 55 40
Newswriting (45 min.) ... ... 100 85 70 55 40
Copyreading (30 min.) ... 75 63 51 39 27
Headline Writing (30 min.) . _ 60 50 40 30 20

Under no circumstances shall additional points or places be awarded in
any contest event.

13. District Meet.—The Journalism Contests in the specified districts
(see Section 7) shall be a part of the League District Meet, governed by
the same regulations that apply to other district contests.

14. Qualification.—The two students in each conference scoring highest
and second highest in total points for all events of the contest shall qualify



62 The University of Texas Publication

to the next higher meet. Team scores will also be tabulated and the schools
whose single contestants or pairs of contestants make the highest combined
totals will be announced as first, second and third place team winners in their
conference. A team victory in any one of the five conferences shall not be
construed as entitling the winning team to enter the next higher meet; only
the two individuals scoring highest and second highest in each conference
shall be entitled to advance to the next higher meet.

15. Regional Meet.—The Regional Meet Journalism Contests are a part
of the League Regional Meet, governed by the same regulations that apply
to other regional contests. The Contests are conducted as outlined in Section
12, above, and qualification to the next higher meet is identical to the pro-
cedure outlined in Section 14, above.

16. State Meet—The State Meet Journalism Contests and scoring system
are the same as described in Section 12, above. Supervision of these events
will be under the direction of the ILPC Executive Committee.

In each conference, the individual scoring the highest total of points shall
receive a gold individual medal; the second place contestant shall receive a
silver medal; and the third-ranking contestant shall receive a bronze medal.

The school with the highest team total in the contests in each conference,
whether earned by one or two contestants, shall be awarded a permanent
first place team plaque.

17. Administration and Judging of Journalism Contests.—The Director
General of the District and Regional Meets shall appoint a Journalism Con-
test Director to conduct and supervise the Journalism Contests. For the Dis-
trict Meet, contest materials will be sent from the League Office upon requi-
sition by the Director General (see Section 10, Spring Meet Plan). For the
Regional Meet contests, materials will be sent directly to the Journalism Con-
test Director by the League Journalism Director. A mimeographed “Jour-
nalism Contest Director’s Handbook” will also be provided the contest di-
rector of each meet.

Two types of scoresheets will be provided for contest directors. Scoresheet
“X” provides a master list of all contestants in each conference, the contest
number assigned to each and a record of individual points scored in each
event of the Journalism Contests. Scoresheet “Y” is a summary sheet on
which are listed the five highest scoring individuals in each event of the
Journalism Contests, the five highest scoring individuals in over-all scoring,
and the three highest scoring teams in each conference.

Each contestant in each conference shall be assigned a number prior to
beginning the Journalism Contests. The assigned numbers will be the only
identification on the contest papers and will be retained for each event of
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the contest. Judges must not have access to the master list of number assign-
ments (scoresheet X) until judging has been completed for all events in
the contest.

Judges for each event of the Journalism Contest shall be secured by the
Journalism Contest Director, subject to approval by the League Journalism
Director. It is recommended that no judging committee have fewer than
three members. but a judging committee may be asked to judge more than
one event of the Journalism Contests. Journalism sponsors accompanying
their contestants to the meet may serve on judging committees, provided no
sponsor is assigned to judge contest papers from the same conference in
which his contestant is competing.

Contestants may not use books, tvpewriters, dictionaries or notebooks
during any part of the contests.

Ready Writing Contest

1. Representation.—In the District Meets, each high school shall be per-
mitted to enter two contestants in its appropriate Conference.

In Elementary School Meets, each school shall be permitted to enter two
contestants.

2. Eligibility.—Each pupil entered in this contest must be eligible under
Article VIII of this Constitution.

3. The Composition. a. Its Nature.—The composition is to be exposi-
tory in nature. Descriptive or narrative passages may be used, of course, to
illustrate or reinforce an idea or point that is being explained. but they
must be clearly subservient or incidental to the purpose of exposition.

b. Its Length.—The composition should be approximately 1,000 words in
length.

4. Method of Conducting the Contest—Themes, to be eligible {or sub-
mission. in this contest shall be written under the following conditions:

a. Contestants in all divisions shall be assembled and distributed sparsely
over the room.

b. Uniform stationery shall be provided by the respective contestants.
8%% x 11 inches (letter size), and the composition must be written on one
side in ink.

c. The contestants shall be numbered consecutively, beginning with “1,”
the final number representing the total number of contestants engaging in
the contest. Each contestant shall enter the number assigned him in the
upper right-hand corner of the first sheet of his manuscript and enclose it in
parentheses. He shall then write on a slip of paper his number, county,
school, his own name and his postoffice address, and enclose this slip in an
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envelope, which shall be sealed and attached to his manuscript when it is
turned in to the Director.

d. Topics for all divisions shall be furnished by the State Office to the
Director General, who shall transmit them in a sealed envelope to the di-
rector on the day of the contest. Three topics shall be furnished, all within
the range of the average pupil’s study, observation, and experience. The
director, or person designated by him, shall copy all three topics on the
blackboard, and each contestant may select from this list the topic upon
which he wishes to write.

e. Each contestant shall write the subject he has chosen in full about
two inches beneath the top of the first sheet and begin the body of his com-
position about an inch beneath the title. An inch margin should be left on
the left of the page. The pages should numbered in the upper left-hand
corner, without parentheses, to distinguish the page number from the num-
ber assigned the contestant.

f. The director shall be responsible for preventing any communication
between contestants, or any reference on the part of contestants to notes or
books or printed matter of any character. He shall be the timekeeper for
the contest, and when two hours have elapsed from the time he writes the
subjects on the board, he shall collect all manuscripts; he shall give fifteen
minutes warning of the time limit, even if the contest is held in a room
where a clock is clearly visible to the contestants.

5. Judging the Contest. a. The Judges.—Three properly qualified and
impartial judges (exclusive of teachers whose schools are represented in
the contest in the class to be judged) shall be selected by the Director.

b. Briefing the Judges.—At some convenient time before the contest be-
gins, the director shall discuss thoroughly with the judges the criteria for
evaluating the compositions, making sure that they all have the same con-
ception of those criteria and understand the relative importance to be ac-
corded each.

c. Instructions to Judges.—Each judge shall be given a copy of the fol-
lowing instructions:

(1) The Criteria for Evaluation.—The compositions are to be graded
as to relative excellence in interest, organization, and correctness of style.
While the judges are to take into consideration all three of these elements
in selecting the most effective compositions, they shall stress the element
of interest more than either of the other two, and the element of organiza-
tion more than correctness of style.

(a) Interest depends primarily upon substance, upon having something
to say that is worth saying because of its acuteness of analysis or its origi-
nality of thought. It depends next upon clarity, for no reader can be in-
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terested unless he understands exactly the writer’s ideas or points. It de-
pends finally upon the inclusion of specific details and examples which indi-
vidualize the composition as an outgrowth of the writer’s character and ex-
perience.

(b) Organization has clarity as its main goal. The plan of the whole
composition should be such that each part contributes to an understanding
of the writer’s main idea or thesis, no part being misleading or unrelated to
that thesis. The organization of each paragraph should be directed to the
logical and full development of one idea.

(c) Correctness of style is of two types. The first, and the one to be most
stressed by the judges, is that based upon an attempt to achieve clarity of
communication. Sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, and word usage
which hinder clear communication are thus to be considered incorrect. A less
important kind of correctness is that which is based upon mere convention.
Errors in sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, word usage, and spell-
ing which do not hinder clear communication but which fail to conform
to standard usage constitute this type of incorrectness.

(2) Rating the Compositions.—Each judge shall read all of the essays
submitted in the class to be judged, and, without marking on the manuscripts,
shall make notes upon the excellencies and deficiencies of each paper. He
shall then rank them in order of their excellence: 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. The three
judges shall then discuss the essays which each has ranked first, second and
third, any judge being permitted to alter his ranking as a result of the dis-
cussion. Each judge shall then give his final ranking of all papers to the
director, who will determine first, second, and third places from the vote
of the judges in the manner prescribed for ranking declamation contests.

(3) Preparing the Criticism.—Before the results are announced, the
judges shall prepare for the director a composite criticism of each essay,
stating its good and bad points. These criticisms need not be long, and they
should be specific rather than general.

6. Announcing the Results.—Before the assembled contestants and other
interested parties, the director shall announce. at a time and place specified
by him, the names and schools of the winners.

7. Holding the Criticism.—It is suggested that immediately following
the announcement of results the director and/or the judges hold a critique
on the contest. It may be profitable to read aloud the essay awarded first
place, and then present for discussion the criticism of the judges. Second
and third place winners will be eager to know what, in the opinion of the
judges, prevented their papers from being considered as good as the one
ranked first. The feelings of other contestants can be saved if relative
rankings below third place are not revealed, and if the judges’ criticisms
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are given with reference only to the number of the essays rather than the
names of the contestants. Even those who were ranked low by the judges
will appreciate hearing criticism of their papers if the person presenting
the critique can arrange to talk privately with them.

8. Qualification.—District winners in each conference qualify for re-
gional meets and regional winners for the State Meet in accordance with the
schedules provided in Rules 18 and 22 of the Spring Meet Plan.

9. Essays submitted in League contests become the property of the
League and may be printed and circulated or otherwise used by the League
in promotion of the contests. The name of the author of the essay will not be
disclosed if the author wishes his or her name withheld.

Spelling and Plain Writing Contest

1. Divisions.—Divisions shall be made on a grade basis in 12-grade
systems, as follows: (a) Grades V and VI; (b) Grades VII and VIII; (c)
Grades IX and above.

2. Representation—Each member school is entitled to enter a team of
two in each division for which it has eligible grades.* Thus an elementary
school having the usual eight grades may enter two teams, one in the divi-
sion for Grades V and VI and one in the division for Grades VII and VIII.
A high school may enter only one team; i.e., in the division entitled “IX
and Above.”

A team may be composed of two boys, two girls, or a girl and a boy.

3. Eligibility.—Each pupil entered in the spelling contest must be
eligible under the rules set forth in Article VIII of this Constitution.

4. Word Sources—The sources from which words shall be taken for
this contest in the respective divisions follow:

Grades V and VI: League Spelling List, Grade V and VI, and state
adopted texts in Grades III and IV, taking an equal number of words from
each text for the contest list.

Grades VII and VIII: League Spelling List, Grades VII and VIII, and
state adopted texts for Grades V and VI, using only words from the state
adopted texts in these grades and taking an equal number of words from
each text for the contest list.

High School: League Spelling List for High School, and state adopted

*In case a school has only one pupil in the eligible grades of a given division, the
team may be completed by a pupil selected from the next lower grade.
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texts for Grades VII and VIIL using only the words from the state adopted
texts in these grades and taking an equal number of words from each text
for the contest list.

Bulletin No. 6018 contains all three of the League spelling lists—see Ap-
pendix III.

5. Test Lists.—The State Office of the League shall furnish three lists to
the Director General of each meet, the words therein given to be written from
dictation by contestants in spelling, as follows:

a. Grades V and VI list shall be made up from sources prescribed above
for this division, ninety words to be pronounced at the rate of five words
per minute.

b. Grades VII and VIII list shall be made up from sources prescribed
above for this division, one hundred and twenty words, to be pronounced at
the rate of six words per minute.

c. Grades IX-XII list shall be made up from sources above prescribed
for this division, one hundred and twenty words, pronounced at the rate of
six words per minute.

These three lists shall be enclosed in a sealed envelope and delivered to
the Director of Spelling by the Director General on the day set for the
spelling contest. The seal of this envelope shall be broken in the presence of
the contestants after they are assembled and ready to begin.

6. Equipment—The contestant shall come to his appropriate division
provided with ordinary “wide line” notebook paper (815 x 11), and with
either lead pencil or pen and ink.

7. Homonyms.—The pronouncer should be careful to distinguish be-
tween words which sound alike but have different meanings. Thus, if he
pronounces the word “bass,” he should be careful to say “bass drum,” or
“bass voice.” to distinguish it from “base,” meaning “low or mean.”

8. Monitors.—The monitors of the contest may, at the option of the
Director, be appointed to see that the contest is conducted fairly. Contestants
should be separated from each other as far as space in the room permits, and
any attempt on the part of a contestant to copy from another should be
noted by the monitors or pronouncer, who shall report to the Director, who
may disqualify the contestant.

9. Identification.—lIdentification of spelling papers shall be by number.
The Spelling Director shall keep a list of all contestants, address, school,
class, and division in which each is competing, and shall number the en-

+ It will be noted that assignments to State Adopted Text are in the nature of a
review.
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tries consecutively, assigning each contestant his appropriate number, which
he shall be instructed to place on his paper, in the upper right-hand corner.

10. Graders.—The papers shall be gathered up immediately after the
close of the contest by the pronouncer and be delivered to the Director of
Spelling, or person acting for him. He shall appoint competent judges to
grade the spelling papers, none of whom shall be connected with any of the
schools entered in the contest.

11. Team Grade.—The team grade is determined by deducting from 100
one point for each error made by each member of the team.

12. Winning Team.—The team making the highest grade is given first
place; the team making next highest grade is given second place; and the
team making next highest grade is given third place; and points are awarded
according to schedule in Rule 13 of the Spring Meet Plan.

It is the duty of the Director of Spelling to mail all papers graded 100%
in the district meet to the State Office for re-grading and award. Only the
100% papers should be sent, and they must be sent within ten days after
the district contest is concluded in order to be eligible for award, which
consists of the League Certificate of Excellence in Spelling and Plain Writ-
ing.

In submitting these papers to the State Office, it is necessary for the Di-
rector of Spelling to identify each paper by writing thereon the name and
address of the contestant, the name of the school represented and the class
and division in which the pupil competed.

The Director of Spelling shall include his own name and address with
papers sent to the State Office. It is suggested that each child who has achieved
100% be instructed to write his complete name and home (mailing) address
upon his paper. The State Office must have these in order to send each con-
testant the Certificate which he has earned.

13. The Spelling List.—The publication referred to in these rules as
“The Spelling List” is The University of Texas Bulletin No. 6018 and is
entitled “Word List for the Interscholastic League Spelling Contest.” The

price is 5 cents per copy, 50 cents per dozen, and $3.00 per hundred, post-
paid.

Instruction to Graders

1. The correct spelling of a word consists in writing legibly the letters
which compose it in their proper order.

2. The first authority is the spelling list, which follows in nearly every
case the first spelling given in the latest edition of Webster’» Int-rnational
Dictionary.
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3. In case any word is mispelled in any edition of the spelling list. that
word is not to be considered in grading the spelling papers.

4. The following faults* in handwriting shall be considered errors:

6%

a. An undotted “i” or “j” or an uncrossed “t.” (A “Parker” “r” is
admissible if it passes legibility test; also “final t.”)

b. A looped “i” or an unlooped “e” or “1.”

An “n” or “m” not curved at the top.

d. A small letter beginning a word which rises as high as the two or
three-spaced letters in the word or which rises as much as one
space above the other one-spaced letters in the word shall be con-
sidered a capital.

e. An “0” not closed, or looped at the top.

f. Furthermore, any malformed lettert or illegible letter, if consid-
ered out of its context, is considered a miss. A freakish affectation
in writing, such as putting a circle instead of a dot over an “i” is
considered a miss.

[Note—To determine whether or not a given letter is illegible, place a
blank piece of paper on either side of it. thus separating it from its context,
and then see whether or not the character may be identified.]

e

5. The misuse of an apostrophe or hyphen is considered a miss. and a
mistake in capitalization is also considered a miss.

6. Words are to be pronounced in regular order in the lists furnished,
and any word omitted is a miss. In cases where all papers omit the same
word, it is considered evidence that the pronouncer failed to give this
word, so it is not considered a miss.

Number Sense Contest

1. Divisions and Representation.—There shall be two divisions in this
contest, one for grade schools and one for high schools. In Elementary
School Meets, each school shall be permitted to enter three contestants.

In district meets, each high school shall be permitted to enter three con-
testants in its appropriate Conference.

* This list of faults has been compiled from a study of thousands of papers submitted
in the State contests in spelling, and insistence by teachers on students correcting these
faults will do much, it is hoped, to improve the legibility of their pupils’ writing. For
illustration of these faults, see a special circular entitled “Writing Errors.” copy of
which is sent free on request.

T For illustration of malformed letters which are considered errors, see “Writing
Errors,” a circular sent free on request.
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2. Eligibility.—Each pupil entered in the Number Sense Contest must
be eligible under the rules set forth in Article VIII of this Constitution.

3. Contest Problems—The contest problems shall be furnished from
the State Office to the Director General in a sealed envelope which shall not
be opened until the contestants are assembled and ready to begin. The prob-
lems shall be of the same general nature as those contained in the League
Bulletin entitled “Developing Number Sense.”

4. Conducting the Contest—During the contest, only the Director of
Number Sense, and a committee of three graders appointed by the Director
General to grade the papers, shall be permitted to remain in the room. The
Director in charge shall number the folded sheet, and keep memoranda of
the name, address, and school of each contestant to correspond to the num-
bers respectively assigned, so that the papers at the close of the test may be
readily identified. The contestants shall be instructed not to unfold the test
sheets until the signal is given for the contest to begin. After exactly ten
minutes another signal shall be given, and each contestant shall then be re-
quired to rise and fold his test sheet and be ready to deliver it to the person
designated to collect the sheets. Each contestant shall be instructed to write
his answer down immediately following the problem without attempting to
solve the problem on paper, in accordance with instructions on the test sheet.
This is a test in mental arithmetic, and only the results of calculations ar-
rived at without the use of pencil and paper should be accepted. The director
of the contest may disqualify a contestant for violating these instructions.

5. Determining the Winner.—At the close of the ten-minute period, all
of the papers shall be collected and immediately placed in the hands of
the graders, who shall carefully grade the papers, by the key, awarding each
contestant five points for each problem solved correctly, The sum of the
points thus awarded shall be considered the gross grade of the contestant.
From the gross grade five points shall be deducted for each problem not
solved correctly or skipped. Those problems occurring after the last prob-
lem solved correctly or attempted are not considered skipped and hence no
deduction for them is made. Only the answers to the problems should be
written on the paper. No other writing is permitted. An answer once written
must be allowed to stand. Do not cross out an answer. Erasures are
not permitted. First place goes to the contestant making the highest net
grade, second place to the contestant making the next highest grade, third
place to the next highest and so on. In case of a tie, a tie-breaker test shall be
given as soon as possible. An illegible figure shall be considered an error,
and the same test for determining legibility shall be applied as is prescribed
in the Spelling Rules. (See footnote to Instruction No. 4-F, page 69.)
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All fractions in test papers must be reduc