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JLMERIC,. DOUBLES HER MUNITIONS PROGR.IZE

PRODUCTICN, NLVY AND Wi.R DEP/RTIMENTS!' STLTIIENT ON THEIR PL.NS FOR 1943

The United States is entering the New Yeaxr with a revised and integrated
war production progremrie geared to make all the military and civilian supplies
necessary for ultimate victory, says a joint statement issued by the Var
Production Board and the War and Navy Departments. '

Thile providing for a lean, but sound and healthy, civilian econory, the
progrorme for 1943 anticipates rmunitions production at double that of 1942,
Great importance, in the strategic plans for the year is placed on aircraft,
merchont shipping and naval escoxt and combat vessels, g

The programme provides, for instance, for: .

About twice the number and about four times the weight of planes
built in 1942 with emphasis contirmued on bombers; '

YMore than twice the merchant shipping tormnage of 1942 in order
to assure delivery of critically necded supplies to /fmerican
or illied ground and air forces;

Considerable increasc in the naval escort vessel programme, to
affoxrd protedtion to merchant shipping operating on supply
lines to all corncrs of the globes

More naval combat vessels so that jimerican seapower will be
able to carry the fight to cnomy fleets and operating basess -

The urgencies of the demonds from the theatres of military cperation also
bear a direct relation to the moke-up of the programs.

These factors, and the necgssity for insuring the production of more
aifficult items, have resulted in some roduction in the progromme for items
necded by the ground and armourcd forces, among which are tanks artillery motor
vohioles and amrunitions Compared with the over~all programme the average
percentage of reduction is small,

Tvery possible care will bo token to make existing facilities do the job
rather than build new ones, the statement declares. :

TIn line with this policy the construction of scveral hundreds projoct§,
largoly of a non=war nature, have already been halted. Action con be expected
in many otheor cases,.

Thile certain less ossential building has been curtailed, impetus has
boen given to aircraft escort vessels, high octare gasoline and the synthetic
rubber programie,

Tn these re-adjustments careful consideration is being given to the
conservation of manpower, In many instances the stoppage of work in one type
of wor plant makes men and women promptly available for similar jo'b§ in other
wor plants in the some commumity. - It is inevitable that the curtailment of
production to conform with adjustments in the var programme will resuli.: in
some temporary dislocation of labour, but in sweh cases cvery effort will be
made, through the governmental agencies concerned? to effect any necessary
re-training and tronsferonce to other war industrics,. so that there will be a

minirum wastage of laboure .
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AIIRICLN NEVSZIER CCHMIENT -
-

THE ROLE Ol-‘ THE BOMBIR -

S The New _(ork T:mes says: It is still true, as-it Has always been, that if we
arc to widcrstand the present global war we must view it, not so much as so many
scparatc theatres, but as a unite Only by doing this can we understand the role .
played, not only by the forces of each nation, but by the scparate military arms of
the land, sca and aire - Vhen we do this the analysis, last v'oelr by a British Lir
Ministry commcntator of the achicvencnts of the Royo.l Lir Farce; in 1914.2 becones
particularly ulcnlfle.lnto

It nay be that tho present Grana‘blc sucecesses of thc nu.;s:.ans on their battlc
front would not have been possible without the British berbings (of Gemany) or,
for that matter, without the diversion in Afriga coused by “the British and American
forces, or the shortages within Germany coused by the British blockades = Jithout.
these, the tide of war in Russia might still be in the other directions Such cone
siderations do not at oll mininize the onzing accomplishments of the Russianse :
These considerations also work the other way arcunds  Vithout the tremendous Nezi---
forces of oll kinds that the Russions arc containing, the North ifrican adventure

would probably have been impossible and the British would never havc, had the.
opportunity to build up their bouber force to the extent they havey or to use rb ,
with such relatively light losscse - But. while the offects of the land warfarc are
elncat ifmediately visible, in territorial goins o losses, and the effects of the
bonbing warfare are invisible in this sense, we must not allow this fact to lead us.
to under-estimote the role of the borbings

"THE DISMAL COMEDY OF ’COLL[LBORATION'."

The New York Times also comments thot the news that comes out of France these
rlays is scanty, and has to be put together like o jigsaw puzzle, but reports from
Madrid, and from Borne, reprosent leckages that cven the most news-‘t;lrh’c frontier
cannot prevente These agrec on one point: that the dismal comedy..of 'collaboration!
is nearing the end of its runs: There is to be o Nazi 'police general! in Paris,
and a.no’cher in Vichye Loval's success in having his picture teken with Hitler
during the recent !confercnce! scarccely intercsts a cold, end hungry, populatiocns
The French have learned "that their part is to comply with Germn denands - for.
labour, for food, possibly for the mny" there are no nore illusionseees

But the failure of collaboration is more a defeat for Hitler than for anyone
elses = The. French will have to work for Germany, but they will know exactly what
they are doing, and will work unwillingly and inefficientlys The cost to Hitler
will be incrcasingly; the returns will continuously dwindles He will be depleted
by the dry wor in I'rance as hce is bled by the wet wor in Russiae : =

THE RED ARMY!S TRIVES

The New York fersld Tribune states: It is not surprising that the first
German reaction To the Russian announcement of the copture of Velikd Iuki and
Elista wos to deny the former, and admit the latters Elista, the cupital of the
‘Kalrmuck republic, was an advance point on the Nazi drive to capture the oil of the
Caucasus ond control the lower Volgas With the fatc of this whole offensive -
its gains to date, and the men and material invested in it = in growing Jjeopaordy,

a withdrawal from Elista would hardly cone as much of a shock to the German peoples
,»’;olcnowlcdgcment of the loss of Veldki Imki, on the other hand, would be o serious
shock to the German pcoples

The power demonstrated in the current Russian drives is something new on the
Eastern front; the Red .xmy oppears sble to reduce well-defended positions, and
c*cplol‘b its gainse The Scuthern Axis Armies are clearly in a critical positiong
if, to this situation, should be added the disruption of the Nothern f.cont, the
s1lied threat to the Eurcpean shoves, the German prospects for the spring would
be grim indeeds
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U,S. AID FOR FIGHTING FRENCH

The New York Herald Tribune, discussing t yend of the year report issued by the
Fighting French relief committee observes that/nin-political report, dealing with
the aid, in the form of food, medical supplies hospital equipment and clothing, sent
by the people of the United S’rates to the men under the Lorraine Cross incidentally
emphas:Lzes the conditions under which those méen have been carrylng, on the ¥War against

Hitler since the fall of metropolitan France,

Shipments have gone to French Equatcrial Africa, These include food for the
trocps and ambulance planes to serve men who, if sefiocusly wounded, must be transported
2,000 miles from the front to receive care, In the same region +he relief -~/
orgunlsatlon is furnishing medical aid to the natives cut off from the assistance
formerly supplied by the French government, Aid,tooy has gone to the Fighting French
and to refugees from Nazi deminated regions,

" The Americen people supplied 400,000 dollars for the needs of the Fighting
French, last year, With the collapse of the Vichy overseas ‘domain the responsibilities

of the relief committee have already :anreaSc,d, and will continue to increasé in the
New Year,

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FALL OF VELIKI LUKI

The Cincinnati Enquirer says the recapture of Veliki Iuki by the Red Armies is
important in itself, *because the town is a reilway junction of first-rate wvalue,
But the capture is even more significont becouse it confirms the offensive strength
of Russian arms. - ' The Russiang have shown they are able to master the formidable
defence system on vhich the enemy is relying for the winter ahead, It 1s NOW
evident that the Russians have developed a brand of st: >iking power superior to the
best they could produce a .year ago, °

THE "MISTAKE OF 1918"

The Kansas City Star comments that Germany has carried fire and sword, and
untold mlsery, to every p").I‘t of Burope in the last century without suffering anything
ccmparable in return. It is only in the present war that bonb:x.nv has mVude The
gacred precincts of the Reich,

Tn the last war we allowed the Germans to shout 'kamerad! and gtop our merch
cn Berlin, That was o mistake, Pailure to bring home to She GL.rmon people the
frightfulness they had inflicted on others made it poss;ble for them to regard war
as on interesting gamble. If they won, everything would be fine,  If they lost,
they would not be made to suffer. The mistnke of 15 18 should not Le re pn'\ted.
The German people evidently must wndergo a thorough re-adueation.
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- INDIAN JOINT WiR COMMUNIQUE

The following communique has been received
from India this morning:=

Yesterday, January 2, R,4,F, aircraft attecked enemy object=
ives at several places in Japanese occupied Bwrma. Hurricane

‘fighters made a low level camnon end machine gun attack on lagwe

airfield, They shot up gun sites and buildings, and set fire to
some enemy airoraft parked in a dispersal area, -4 formation of
Blenheims bonbed t'?o satellite airfields at ikyabs o)

Elsewhere other fighters probably sank two small Japanese
steamers with camnon fire, and a bember on ffensive patrol
attacked and damaged some eneny coastal craft south of lkyab.

A further report of Priday's operations states that a
formetion of fighters attacked enemy cccupied localities in the
area west of Rathedaung and caused considerable damage:  From
yesterday's operations one of our fighters is missing,
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MIDDLE EAST JOINT TAR COMMUNIQUE

Cairo,
3rd Jamuiary 194;,5

Yesterday there was nothing to report from cur 'troopsin contact
with the enery in the Vadi Bei El Chebir=Buerat area, .

There was an increase in air activity over the battle area, 1In
an engagement over an eneny landing ground two Me.109s were destroyed,

. Palermo was bombed and fires were started in the harbour area on
the night of 1/2 Jaruary, On the same night Heraklion airfield,
trete, was attacked, and other targets on the island were. bonbed by large
worces of Allied aireraft during yvesterday, :

) from the above and other operations three of ocur aircraft did not
re‘bump S
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NCOT FOR'PUDLICATION, TROADCAST CR USE ON CLUD TATES
DEFCRE 00,30 B.S.T. (i.e. FOR MORNING PAFERS) ON

MONDAY, JANUARY L., 1943

THIS EMDARGO SHOULD DE RESPECTED OVERSEAS BY P?EE‘ACING
ANY MESSAGES I‘ILED WITH THE EMBARGO o

PURCHASES _CF DARLEY DY THE MINISTRY

In order to secure adequate and early supplles of barley for use
in the manufacture of flour, the Minister of Food will require one third
of the barley purchased fron growers to be sold to his officers, Sales
of seed barley, feeding barley and barley rejected by the Ministry's
officers under existing Directions are not, however, affected.

The requirement is in the form of a Direction to approved buyers and
ultimate users which comes into force on Januery 4, . Details have been
circulated to all those concerned. As repards barley purchased from growers
by Maltsters, flakers, brewers and -distillers for their own use, although
the Direction requnrecl such users to offer one third of such purchases to
the Minister, it is not intended to take up such offers unless it appears
that purchases of this kind are abnormal or increasing.

“The ex:.sting Direction which requlred all barley purchased from growers
‘at not more than 30s,0d, per cwt. to be cffered to the Minister remains in
force. For barley purchased from growers at nore than this price, the
‘Ministry of Food will pay up to the maximum price accord:.ng to qual:n.ty.
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“ THE FOLLOWING /[i7FE.L ON DoHALF OF DIS.JLLD Li=-SSRVICELEN LT THE QUEEN
2Ll NUR, HOSZIT.LL HOME, - STe - DAVID'S HOLE -ANU TH. ST.R LND GuRT:R HOME
WILL 5is 1LDE ;
< By o
LIEUT. . BSiOND KNIGHT, ReNaV, Re-
in the Houc Service at 840 peite: todays-
It L

"To be, or not to be; that is the question;
iihether t'is nobler in the mind $o suffor
The slings and arrows of outrageous Portunc
“Or, to teke erns against o sea of troubles
and Uy opposing, end then "

lleny rmen have delated thus with thenselves; have asked themselves whether
the slings and arrows of Fortune are too heavy t. bLear = and the Fortune of
Wiar nay, soactines, scen outrazeous. wnd sune men, weathering that' 'sea .-
of trowsles' and holding firm in face of terrible hardship, have overconme
the bitter tests that Fortune sonmetines holds in store for us. It isn't
siven to any of us to know what is coming to us in iiar; sone nust pay the
hizhest price; some of us come safely home; sone arc destined to live out
the rest of their days with no hope of recovery from the blast of are:

On the top of Richmond Hill, locking out over a broad sweep of the Thames,-

stands the Star and Garter Hone. - In this pleasant place, built on the site

of the oll Hotel, the scene of careless gaiety in Lygcone years, are cared for
those nen who have been pernancently and incurebly disebled in this and-the last
Vars This Hore, with its sister organisations = the Queen-ilexanira Hospital
Hone at Worthing, and the St. David's Hiume at Ealing lock to us for help. Some
of these nen receive pensions but the majority = whose conaition has detericrated
since their. discharge fruw the Forces = receive nothing, The cost of running these
Homes is obviously encrmously in excess of the Governiient grants. These nen
could not be treated in their own homes as they all require skilled nursing
atiention and special appliances which can only %¢ handled by a trained staff.
Entertaimment is provided frequently and everything possible is done to give
then the things from which otherwise they would incvitably be debarred.

In thuse Honmes are nen who nsy never walk or usc their arms or sce again;
all this they suffer sov that we may live and e frec.- Y.ung nen who sailed for
Frence during the last War, inspired with the ideals for which they were prepaored
to die, care hone crippled and condermed to the Leds from which, in scne cases, .
. they nmay ncver rise, and here are those who for the sake of the sauc idcals nust
share o 8ixilar fate as a result of this War.- It nicht have happened to any cne
of use I know there is little money to spare these days and the cost of living
is high, but lect us never forget those who heve paid so very nwuch nores- If you
would all send ng something, no datter how swmall, just to show you have remembered,
you will Ue happy knowing you hawve helped the noblestiand iost deserving of all
charitiess May I ask each one of you to make this your own perscnal responsibility
and send ne Just scumething - Pounds, shillings or pence = YLEASEL  The address
is = Isnond Knight, Star anu Carter Houe, Richuond, Surreye- Good night and
thanlk yous
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PLEASE CHECK VITH BROADCAST S T

* THE POSTSCRIPT TO FOLLOY THE 9 O'CLOCK
NS TONIGHT IS BY VIOLET ImR.K‘H.AM

iy want to talk tonirrht abcut the :meort;ance of the unimportant. .. By un:importa.nt
I mean some of the little things which most of us run up against in cur daily lives.':
And T shall have o good deal to say about wemen, because wemen are always concerned -
with jobs that seem unimportant, They certa:l.nly s‘bood as godmothers when the e
word 'chqre' was christened. e

J'ohn Knox once nade some rude remarks abaut the monstrous regiment of women

a.nd delivered himself of two blasts on the subjects He would have to think agéf.n
todays It is a blast of ancther kind with which women are now ooncerned, one that
will blow Hitler and aJJ. his brood into the region where ‘hhey properly belongs = - 2

Wemen today are everywhere. Theytre in the Forces, the faotories, on the la.nd,,
and in Civil Defence. They get a .good deal of flattery, t@pered, at times, by a
-certain amount of oriticism, - Sometimes I think they weary a little of being.told
how marvellcus or how wonderful they are, for a fair deal stripped of all favour and-
privilege is what any decent womem, who is proud of her citizenship, wants when Working
side by side with men at a ¥ime like the present. ;

1 I am-sure Women listeners Will agree with me that war is not really a wonn’x's e
jo‘ﬁ. She is the maker and protector of life, not its destroyer. - It's only because
life itself is threatened with utter ruin that womem steps into battle 4o play her
part in preserving all that is precicus in home and nations But behind the front
line there are second and third lines where the work to be done is less obvious and
less directly ocneerned with the ware 4nd that 'brings me 'back to my su'b;jeot - the
mportance of the uninmortant. : ,

It is. proverbial, of oourse, that a wonm's work is never done, but the saying
was never more true than today, Home life has to.go on, often under difficult’
conditions; food has to. be cooked and the children got off to schools However
reduced the scale of oiv:.lia.n life, scmecne has to. keep the framework of normal sOc:Lety
 going, and carry cut mrm:mg repairs, so that, after the war, “there is a recognisable

homeland to which the men who havé saved it ean return, Some of these jobs are
, modest, others are very dulls = ind in war work itself there are many misfits., Men
and wdmen who fret bedause they don't -fedl they have sufficient scope. Because their
Jobs seem trivial and remote from the actual ocon¥liet. Bit by bit they lose heart;
‘and- théy begin to think it doesn't matter; that they themselves dontt. m‘bter, sthat
‘they- are. just helpless cogs in a vast machine, Sc vast. that i‘h Qmshes a.ny
: conv:.c'him that individual ef‘fort ‘can counts

I think thetce's nothing ncvel a‘bout this feeling of fmstra'blm. It Was alrea.dy
widespread beforc the war, New and overwhelming forces ‘seemed to be sweeping us
-along we knéw not where,  Marvellous machires had come into existence ready, like
genii in the story, to serve us at every turn, - But at times we had an tncomfortable
feeling that the genii were up to some game of their om, Gadgets = very convenient
and useful gadgets = were multiplied but, at the same time pa.nzer divisions had began
. to roll over the familiar landscape, obliterating our old landmarks y and crushing

individual values. G . .
What a differenf*e between cur times and ‘those of our grandparentst To them the
outside world was a vast unknom place, But within their owm limited surroundings
there was peace, order, and security. = All that has been swept away, thanks to radio

©. and the internal combustion engine,  The world has shrunk in stale and there are

few mysteries left in it¢ Men fly the atlontic in a few hours; ILondon talks in a
Jraction ‘of a second to Sydney and San Francisco, = But instead of the 0ld security,
this shrunken world, so easy of access, has become the prey of brutal and savege
foroes, Mass production even in brutality rules the roost today. So isn't it
wholly natural that when individnal men .and women are told they must get up and do
samething abou'b it, they reply "What can it matter what I say or do; I den't count
anyhowe"

I am sure that this sense of helplessness s of not being worth while, 'which is a
bye=product of large scale organisation, is making many peorle very unhappy Just now,
and this unhappiness does not only affect them perconally, it affects their country.

/Just so far
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‘in‘a Stable hard by,

. A, f’ o ( —2—- i
Just so far as men and women lose their sense of being worth wh:.le, the war efforﬁ :
suffers., It may bé that some of you who are listening to me tonight have. d.ull
monotonous Jjobs and perhaps you are feeling derressed about the war and your pa:m in :Lt.

Well, may I say this specially to you? ' As a New Year resclution why not take a
pull at yourselves and remember the whole pivot on which this war turns is the value of
the individual as an individwal, 4s I speak,. men are fighting and dying all over the
world: so that ordinary people shall not be bullied and pushed about by the arbitrary
will of, some .other person, but that their mgnts as hmman beings should be upheld as’
saoreds F i

And, .Ju.st think for a moment - nre in vidual men and woren really s0 helpless and
so impotent as, in moments of discouragement, we are apt,to think? You know, I believe
we are too ready to accept the theory that a small body of what are-called 'important
people!, whose names :are in the headlines, conduct the business of the country, end
that everyone élse is the camnon fodder of society, without part or lot in its happen-
ings, I have no doubt the Inn at Bethlehem was crowded out with important pe0ple that
first Christmas Eve, but history only hints at their existence because a Baby was torn

ks T see it, what afe called ‘:u'qwortant people' only flourish thanks to the work
and sacﬁfmes of u.rﬂmovm multitudes, _The war ‘effort couldn't go on for fiveé minutes,
without thHe'fidelity of “the obscure.’ And, after all, what is importance? ' A good many
people ge‘c into the heac’tl:mcs for reasons unr-omec‘ced w:.th personal dist:.nctlon = Some
in some shabbJ work in the black market Is ’che big noise (and the little noise that
thinksr itself big) of more value to the World. than a hunble task done honestly ‘and.
well?' Isn't it faithfulness, not importance that matters?

‘48 I sai;d at the beginning thistelk applles in a special way to WoImen . In paace,
as Well as ifi war, women always have to do'a great many jobs that seem unimpartant, dbut
which actually holcl tdgether thﬁ very lives of other people., .I want to-hearten then
about the value of thesé¢ Jjobs. ° The B.B.C, has had some: dramatlo broadcasts recently
about the-common man on the road, -But I want to lay stress tonight on the companion
figure of the common waman ~ that uncomplaining, unknown heroine of a thousand un-
recorded battles, She too, has a shield of honour, though its normal quarterincs are
the wash tub, the cooker and the sink, Women carry a heavy.lgad these days - the

 burthens of hone which-eften dovetail so badly into the burthens of war work and for
many the burthens of a personal anxiely. that slumbers nei thur by ‘might nor by dayy

anxlety that at any hour may be translated into utter loss and; rgorrows But whatever
the load women have to:stand fast and. help the men to do the samg. !

In this terrible’ stmggle, we ard all soldiers guarding the.wall on. whatever par‘b
of 1t we are Stationed. It's no easy task, and, as in‘the old Bible story, there. are
always ' Sanballats and Tobiahs = those’ early F:.f‘bh Columnists ‘= who“harry the watchmen
and try to 'discburaps their efforts. ‘Mén and women in the Forces or working in
mundtion fa'étéﬂ#esf'ﬂzayf feel that ‘they're only cogs in a ‘big machine, but the machine .-
can't run i‘smoo‘b}ﬂy‘i&rﬂ;éss every cog is kept clean from dirt, Think what a difference;

- good or bad work in field or factory and office means in terms of liuman lives = morévor:

less food to eaty orders which may mean the success or failure of' some blg operation,
carried out with mord &t Tesy tspeed; "the nsk:v.ng or merring of some bit of a pla“ne or
tank or gun which méy . ’curn the scale in a a.esperate battle. .

L (5 L g

,,—May v 'bell ,you a persona'.l. story'? Years qg,o,' & relat:_ve of mine was lost a'b sea
when a; l:.{mr was sh:.pwreoked of f Soco‘g:ra, The liner didntt bresk up and some -
passengers who stayed on it were ultimately rescued. During many days they were washeJ.
hy heavy.geas which swept over the battered huli I remcmber one of the survivors
telling me how they had blessed the fitters and rlveé ers in an English shipyard who had .
done their work 80 ﬁmoro%lrﬂ.y and. ,vell thut the bolls held despite the 'berrific strain.

=5 thind we all unrlerstanﬂ oda;y vrhat St Paul mea vvhen he talke about the fibh’c

.sbainat Spiﬁtual Wickedx;ess Ain high places. Th:z.s isn t 80 mucn. a war as a crusade

‘against the Powers of Darkness which are eut to destroy %he soul of MaN, bl’ld. the:
challenge has to be met and: accepted on that plane, We can't pish ,of £ ‘bhe resporsibile
ity on someone else.. Thls war has to’ be, won by. Everyman and EV'erywmnan. We feel that,
at the best, we only carry a flickering rxg.shlloh am,di the darkmess 1s very great, '.ﬂj‘b
a multitude of rushlights make a great illumination. -Do. you remerber what George’ .
Eliot; said "We are all part of the divine.power sgainst evil, W:Lden:z.nu the skirts of
1ight, and mak::.ng the strag:le with darkness. narrower" . Leu cach one of us see to it

L we step :Lnto this an Year, that we carry our rushllg,ht c,ad:.ly.
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FREE FRENCH IN AFRICA

Follcwing is todayts conmnniqwe fom Gens Leclerd!s Headquarters in.
Africa;

Cux! motofisid forces have advanced severpl hundred miles from the
Cha.dwmbya.n frontier, and are continuing rorthwards,

Our aircraft have raided enemy posts,
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BOYS WANTED TFOR ARMY

The Army requires boys for training in the trades of Armourer, Artificer,
R.Aey Blacksmith, Bricklayer=Mason, Carpepter, Electrician, Fitter, Instrument
Mechanic, Operator (Wireless and Line), Radio Mechanic, Sheet Metal Worker,
Wireless Mechanic, o

'Candidates, who mist be between the ages of 14 years and 15 years 6 months
on 28th April 1943 will be required to passs an Fducational Examination to be
held at Recruiting Centres on Tuesday 23rd February, 1943. Application to sit
at the Examination mst reach Recruiting Officers not later than 30th January,

1943 _ :

In addition to technical training each apprentioe is housed, fed and
clothed free of cost and his general Education is continued to a standard
approaching to that of a General School Certificate, During apprenticeship
he receives pay varying 'from 1ld, to ls, 7d. per day for each day of the year
including holidays, During recognised holidays he receives a subsistence
allowance in addition to pay and travels to and from his home free of charge.

~ The training offers ocutstanding advantages to boys of the right type.
"It provides the equivalent of an engineering apprenticeship together with the
necessary thearetical instruction and is the first step to positions of
responsibility in technical Arms of the Service, The training and subsequent
experience gained during the period of service fits men for positions in
Andustry when they return to.civilian 1life at the end of their services

B
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Air Ministry No, 8878

b AIR MINISTRY AND IMINISTRY OF HOME SECURITY COLUNIQUE

This af'ternoon a few cnemy aircraft dropped bombs at a place in the Isle
of Wight, Damage was done and there was a nunber of casualties, some of which
were; fatal,

Bombs were also dropped at ar‘place on the coast of South-East England, but
little damage was caused and no=-one was seriously injured,
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Air Ministry No, 8881

AIR MINISTRY COIZIUNIQUE

This afternoon Bomber Command llosquitos bombed railway tergets
in Northern Francec.

Fighter Corménd aireraft bombed the docks at Bruges, ond Army
Co-operation Cormand aircraft attacked an airfield in Holland,

None of our aircraft is missing.
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Adr Ministry News Scrvice Adr Ministry Bulletin No. 8882

THiEE HUNDED JTGHTES: = NO OPPOSITION

‘Nearly three hundred aircraft of Fipghter Comand today took
. part in-large secale offensive -operations during which Americon
Air Force bombers attocked the naval base of St. Nazaire,

Evidently the Gerran fiphters did not dere to tockle this
foridable array, for none of our men saw a single eneny plane,

In protecting the bombers for part of the journey, and in
reking subsidiary swecps, our pilots covered French ond Belpgian
territory from a point of just north of Drest in the west to

Bruges in the east,

Camndian, New Zealand, Norse:sian, Polish and Czech squadrons,
as well as British, took part,

Ste Nozaire itself is beyond fighter range, so cur airereft
cculd not stay with the borbers all the way, - But scme flew
out with then and others went cver the French coast to protect
then cn their way hone,

Several; squadrons rade two separate sorties during these
operations, which lasted frorm 10,30 in the morning, until about
L olcleck in the af'ternocon,

411 our fighters returncd safely,
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It is announced today by the Adr Ministry (As Noe 0803)
2ud leadquarters, Eurcpean Theatre of Cperations, U.S. Ay that:-

UsS'LoAoF. heayy bombers attacked the docks at Ste Nazaire
today in good weather, Bursts were seen on the targét, and
fifes were started, : ;

Squadrons of RelnFe, Dominion and Allied fighters-carried
out covering and supporting operations, but no cnemy aircraft
were encountereds

The bombers were attacked by many eneny fighters in the
torget area, and a long rumning fight followed, A nuwiber of
enenty aircraft were destroyeds

Prom these operations seven bombers are missings
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