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PRESS NOTIGE

" FARM FIRES

The Ministry of dgriculture again
appeals to everyone living or working in
the country to take all possible
precautions to prevent the destruction
by fire of farm property and produce,
which are of vital importance to the
nation in the present food shortage.

= Smoking near ricks, carelessness with
bonfires, dropped cigarette ends, pipe
ashes and lighted matches have been
responsible for heavy losses.

At this time of year there are
many visitors to the countryside.
Volunteers working at agricultural camps,
boys and girls at school agricultural
camps, and holiday makers are all asked
to be particularly careful. Every
scrap of food is needed this year.
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NOT FOR PUBLICATION,BRO.DC.ST,OR USE ON CLUB T/PES BEF(RE
0830 B8, T, (i.e. FOR EVENING PLPERS) ON ‘
JONDZY, AUGUST 13,
IS HLBARGO SHOULD BE RESPECTED (VERSELS BY PREF/CING INY
SIGES FILED WITH THE HMBIRGO

1E SJVED HUNGERFORD BRIDGE

In the London Gazette of June 9,1942, was announced the award of the George
Cross to Lieut, Commonder Ernest Oliver Gidden, GeCey; OeBueE,, G My, ReN V.1, ,. of
Neath, South Wales, for "great gallantry and undounted devotion to duty".

Now, for the first time can be told the full story which lay behind that brief
seven~word citation, ‘

During the height of the London blitz en unexploded parachute mine dropped on-
Hungerford reailway bridge, Choring Cross, At the time the mine fell, some trains
and mony sleepers were on fire and the Charing Croégjggé burning in the background,
Underground trains had to be stopped and many buildings, including the War Office
Wwere cvacuated,

Lieute Commonder (then Lieutenont) Gidden arrived on the bridge shortly after
dewn ond found the mine lying across the live electric wire at the foot of the main
signal gentry with the bomb fuse and primer release mechanism facing dowmwards, The
ekmﬁu:mwmmuﬁmmthamﬁlh&hmlmdswmoftmzmmd.mmmdtMammjﬂmemﬁ
primer release mechanism to such an extent that if the fuse was to be removed at alil,
it could only be done by drilling, But, before any .attempt could be made to arrest
the operation of the fuse by the insertion of a "gag", a lump of molten metal had to
be prised from the surface of the fusc itself,

Before dperations of any kind could be bogun, the mine had to be turned to get
2t the bomb fuse, Turning the mine was in itself likely to detonate it with
disostrous results to railwey communications and importent buildings, In order to
be in & position to control this operation with accurecy, Lieut,Commender Gidden
stood at o distance of only 50 yards fro he mine while the necessary pull was being
exerted from a distance. To oppreciate the denger it should be understood that the
fuses in this mine are clockwork end lisble to be actuated by the slightest vibrations

Lieut, Commander Gidden hed to stop firemen from playing water on the slee ers
and treins while he got to work, The burning wood, however, kept giving off loud
cracks during the whole of this delicate operation, thus meking it difficult to

listen for the clockwork in the fuse running which is essentisl %o safety,

/At length
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At length, the surfoce of the fuse was successfully cleared and a "gag" :
i?sorted, but the melting hed damaged the part in question ;nd the gag would not
fit seourecly, o fact of which Lieut, Commender Gidden wes awarcs He then attempted
tc remove the remains of the ring which helds the fﬁse in place with a hammer and
chisel, Ab the first'blow, the dbckwork in the Puse Started to run.  Lieuts Cdr,
Gidden, who had kept his head close to the fuse, heard the ticiking and made off
as best he could but, as it wos necessary to jup from slecper tc sleeper with a
10=fcot drop below, there wias little chonce of cscapce

By sheer good luck, the "gog" helds LicutsCdr, Gidden returned with a drill
and succeeded in removing the ring, but even then he found it necessary to prise
the fuse .out with o chisel, Normelly these are removed from a distence for fear of
some anti»handling~device. -

Thig exhibition of celd~blooded courage continued for six hours untillLt.Cdr.

Gidden had completed successfully the operation: of rendering the mine harriless,
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POST OFFICE STAFF REWARDED FOR DETECTIVE WORK

Counter clerks who stop Sevings Benk

Although the Post Office has its own#pecilal section for dealing with
attempts by the public to defraud the G.F.O. staffed by detectives and

investigating experts, many of the offenders who are caught owe thelr

arrest to the ordinsry men and women behind the Post Office counters and
to the telephonists at their switchboards,

This year nearly 180 of the steff have been commended by the Postmaster
Included in the nurber are 125 women.
to cash forged savings Suamps

General and rewsrded by gifts of money.

Frauds against the Savings Bank and ttcmpt
hove been among the cases detected by the oouﬂuer stoff recently,
+ + + + +

GENERAL POST OFFICE
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NOT FOR PUBLICATION, BROADCAST OR USE ON CLUB TAPES
BEFORE 0830 B.S.T. (i.ce FOR EVENING PAPERS) ON
VONDAY AUGUST 13th,1945,
THTIS EVBARGO SHOULD BE RESPFCGIED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING
ANY MESSAGES FILED WITH THE EMBARGO |
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BRITISH FACIFIC FLEET TORMS DRAMATIC SOCIETY

Shore=bascd personnel of the British Pacific Fleet are forming.their own Royal
Naval Drometic Sociciy ot their Sydney Hesdquartersa

One of the most enthusiastic supporters of #he scheme is Licut. Robert Quentin
R,N.V.R., of Turbridge Wells, formerly a leading member of the Oxford University
Drametic Society ond now atteched to the commarder-in=Chiefts staff in the Pacific?

He has taken over a Sydney theatre where he plans to produce @ succession
of shows by naval actors and actressess

The ideo is for the Nevy personnel to entertain civilian audiences and far
the present only "straight" plays will be given, The venture will be self -suppor tinge

M though it will naturally not be possible for the men of the B,P.F. to ﬁake
part in the productions, Licut, Quentin plans to moke recordings of the plays for
distribution to the ships %o be reproduced over the internal broadcasting system.

: - + + - +
NAVAL AFFATIRS
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Selie ASIA COMMUNIQUE NO, 588.
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LAND:

Burmo: Japancsc resistance eontinued in the Lower Sittang scetor
North-cast of Pegus

Enemy: snipers -were acfivc- against our patrols in the arco of Myitkyo
and astride thc Pegu-Mertoban railway East of Abya.

North-East of Pcnwegon on *hc banks of the Sittang river our troops

encountercd machine gun firc and sniplng., Aggressive patrolling and

e

ambushes inflicted a number of casualtics on the cnomy in this arcae

On thc Toungoo<lawchi road the advancc continucde ¢
A2

In dircct support of our ground forecs, Lhun\krbo'l ts and Spififircs
of Alr Command on August 11th attacked Japanosc troops East of the Sittang
rivor, betweon Kyaukkyl ond Boyagyl. Other Spitfires hit a gun 2

obscrvation post ond started a large firc when borbing and strafing troep
corcentrations at Palngkyon, North-East of Moulmein,

Mosauitos bonbed troop concentrations Eost of Mudon (3outh of
lloulmein) , and North of Peinncgysung, on the Bilin-Popun roads

A Sund"’r%nd on armcd rceconnaissancc between Koh Samcl and Bandon Bay,
in the GUlf og Siai

/ scorcd two dlrcc"' hl‘ES on a e¢oastcr and demaged a Junk ond many small craft.

Another Sunderlond sct firc to an, cighty-foot powercd barge in the Pukct

arca, West of the Kra Isthmus, and damged & Jjunk ond 2 beachecd coaster,

+ + +
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CHIEF DECORATES INDIAN TANK BRIGADE HEROES

By An Army Qbserver

R i nisdla st nis Al
H. ey ke il FaDebivite

During his recent visit to Indien troops in Burma General Sir

~ Claude Auckinleck; Commender=in-Chief in India, presentea awards for
bravery to members of an Indisn Tank Brigade. The ceremony took
place at a special parade when thé 1M.C, was given té Capt., Riazul
Karim khan, 2 Punjebi Mussulman of Khandwa villeage, Central Pro=
vinces, and Risaldar Siri Singh, a Dogra Rajput of Kot village, Tehsil
. Nurput, Kagra District.

Capt. Riazul Karim Khan in an action at Meiktila had his tenk
hit twiée but carried out his reconnaissance which led to an enemy
position being captured.

Disaldar Siri Singh led his troops into an enemy position killing
70 of the. enemy and destroying a gun, The i, M, was given to
Lence/Driver Baboo 3ingh, a Jat Sikh, of Hakim Singh Veala village,
Téhsil Nabha, Nabha State District. :He worked under fire for 50
minutes at Meiktila to repair his tenk and helped to cepture a

position,
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION APPOINTMENTS
*

The R+, Hone Ellen Wilkinson, Minister of Education, has oppointed

Mr. Aohs Port, M.B,E,, to be her private secretary end Miss F.Rs Wheeldon
" 4o be her assistant private secretary.
Mr. Arthur Jenkins, Parliamentery Secretary to the Miniétry *57
Educetionj has sppolnted Mc, J¢F, Larcombe to be his private sccretary.
Lt, H.D:i Hughes, NDP;; has been appointed Parlismentory Private

Secretary 4o the Minister ond Parliamentary Secretorys
e

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
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JPPOINTHMENT
Mir, Lovis Silkin, Ministcr of Town snd Country Planning,
has appointcd lirs L.R. Wegner to.be his private sceretary ad

\

TiE Se  wmidiis

Horner to be his assistant srivate secrctary.
. T
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MINISTRY OF TOWN & COUWNTRY PLJNNING



13/8/45 - Ny 96

APPOINTMENT S

The Minister of Xiorks; Mre George Tomlinson,
has appcinted Mre A.F. Ewing to be his private
secretaryd

The Parliamcentary Sccretary to the Ministry of
Works, Mre Harold Wilson, has appointed

Mre I.C. Fletcher to be his private secrctarys

bt e o et
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FIVE U.S. SUBMARINES TAKE ON TWO CONVOYS

In what Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, USN, described as "one of the most
Sensationai stories of the war", five U,S, submerines on waxr patrol deep in
Japanese waters attacked two Jap convoys sinking ten sizoble enemy ships, one of
them a prison ship, rescued 159 British and®Australian prisoners of war fram the
debris of tﬁo troopshipy and brought the survivors to Saipan in the teeth of a
fierce typhoons :

The submarines are;  the USS‘SEA,';LION, USS BARB, USS QUEENFISH,

USS PAMPANITO and the USS GROY ; The prison ship was the

RAKUYO MARU, which carried 13CO prisoners teken after the fall of

Singapore, She was bound for the Japanese mainland and was sunk

by the USS SEALIONe

The first cngagement was between the GROWLER and an enemy destroyer, which,
action hos been described by Rear Adniral Ralph Waldo Christie, USN, Cammendant,
Puget Sound Navy Yord, as "one of the mast daring attacks on record"s |

The GROVLER, while surfaced and preparing to close on an cnemy convoy, was
attacked by a destroyer heading on o collision courses Then the destroyer and
the submarine werc less than half a mile apart the GROWLER, sti1l surfaced, fired
her torpedoess "The destroyer exploded violently but beautifully amidships!
récorded‘commandor Thomas Be. OQakley, USN, Commanding Officer of the submarines

The RAKUTO MARU‘WQS sunk shortly after this engagomont;’ Three days later
the USS PAMPANITO sighted considersble debris, floating wreckage and what
appeared to be men on a rofte  The men were so covered with oil and filth that
only the black curly hair of one identified them as rot being Japse The men
pleaded “pi@k us up please", after which the survivdrs were token oboards

A1l were exhausted and showed signs of pellagra, beri-beri, ringworn,
malaria and malnutritione The PAMPANITO GVCnfually rescued 73 men which
completely overcrowded the sub which has a complement of .90 MeNe ghe sent word
to the SEATION requesting helps

The- SEALION took up the rescue and brought 5L survivors aboards

The BARB also called to the 80en@,’ rescued 1L men,.sinking ok 22,5Q0—ton
Jap Adrcraft Carrier on the ways ‘

The QUEENFISH latef pisked up 18 more mens

The fate of the remaining men was sealed by a trbpicalktyphoon which made
the rescues incrcasingiy difficult far the submarines and ot times sgbmarine
crewmen werc forced to jump‘into the high scas to rescue weakened survivorse

M1 were taken to Soipone

it ot S gt g
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IN BURMA THE QUARTERMASTERS ; PREPARE FOR THOUSANDS OF
JAP PRISONERS

<

Pepu, Scuth-East Burms,
Mondave

3 The great Allied military machine in South-East Asis is poised, '}JIﬁlc its forward
troops in Burme along the Sittang River ond the Taungoo-llwchi Road ore in contact

with Japanese who may or may not know of the negotiations for pesce by thevr governments
Frivate soldiers ond generals await the Jepanese reply to the Allied surrender terms

in the hope that they can mpture about 60,000 Jopanese troopss This is the most
exciting time the Burms front has known, though all rarks contain their excitement ond

are prepsred for anything, A senlor Army officer said in an interview today that he

.

thinks "if, as is generally believed, the Emperor of Japan

A

s regorded by the Japanese
as an infallible and semi~divine being, then probably the whole mass of the Japanese
arny in Burma will obey his commond to surrender, save for isolated groups who may be
tuninformed"s He said that it was not possible to predict the behaviour of the Japa.:nese
but he 1s prepared for anything.

While poised before what b may be an historic moment, the troops carry out their

normal task, and the administrative branch prepares to receive many thousands of

-

prisor_lers, which will mean camps, food, barbed wire and the collection of arms,
vehicles, srmour and stores from the Japanese arny in Burmo, This task is being handled
by men who have been used to sdministering a grest ormy in one of the world's worst
battlefields, which stretched from India to the Sittang River in south-east Burma, As
‘the curtein goes down on the Empire of a fonatic medisevalism, the private soldier eats
his Bully beef and b1 scuits in.rain-filled foxhalt,s. He can have reason to feel sotig-
fied with his efforts, heving engoged and omsho& on army of 200,000 emperor worshippers

. .
who had made wer a Japanese export for yesrs, In the last year the Japanese have been

kicked from one end of Burms 1o the cther, and o1l ranks wonder what the last act will
be, If the Japonese Empercr orders his troops to surrender it will be sweet music in

the esrs of every soldier, For the Japanese opposite us it will be a deniasl of every-

thing they were taught and believed sincerely, especially of the creeld that Jspanese

soldiers must die rather than surrender, While the Emperor who lived as a God now
tries to resch a human decision, the confident army awaits the surrender of his ragged
troopse It will be hard for the Japanese OiflCGI‘ to give the order for surrender to
\_shese troops, for ou‘u of his own mouth he will deny what he has olways taught thems

The war continues in Burma, but may stop ot eany time., Meanwhile, the quartermasters
cope Wi th the prq_oal‘a‘tions for the Japanese surrender, which task is possibly the

most pleasant they hsve performed in the arny.

+ + + + -
Se E. A C,
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- MAJOR WAR CRIMINALS;  THE U.KeCHIEF PROSECUTOR

The Attorney, Gonerel has becn appointed Chicf
Prosocutor on behalf of the United Kingdom for the
lnvestigation of the charges aga'minst and the proseccution
of the Major War Criminals under Article 14 of the Charter
of the International Military Tribunal anncxed to the
Agrocmont made betwoen the Government of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Governmment of
of the United States of America, the Provisional Government
of the Frorch Republic and the Government of t£o Union of
So&iet Sociallst Republics, for thc prosccution and
punishment of the Major War OCriminals of the Europcan fxis
and signed in London on. August 8, 1945, .

oot b b b b o o

10, DOWNING STREET,
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FRENCH LIRCRAFT INDUSTRY DELEGATION.

Twenty=-two members of the French jircraft industry reached
Croydon this afternoon on a 10 days' visit to this country.
They\came from well-known aircraft factories in the Paris
region, Bourges, Issy-le-lolineaux, Bordeaux and glsewhere and
.represented, among others, Chautre Chateau Roux, Syndicat des letaux, Sigma,
Salmscn, Maorignane, Gnome-Rhone , Morene Saulnier, Briguet and Latecoere,
Lfter a short stay in London the Delegation, divided in fh:ee
parties, will visit aircraft and equipment factories in Bristol, Oxford,
Gloucester, Brough, Leeds, Birmingham, Leicester, Banbury, Cheltenhem,
Regding, Luton, Weybridge end a number of Works in the London area,
They will atfénd a réception a£ which Mr, John Wilmot, IM.P,,
Minister of Supply and [Lircraft Producfion, will receive them, and

before the visit ends the Delegation will meet Sir Walter Citrine at

__ Trangport House,
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