












































































































































Infrastructure development, specifically
road repairs, has negatively affected small
enclave businesses by making it difficult,
time consuming, and sometimes even
impossible for customers to frequent the
store. Smaller businesses which rely on
consistent daily sales have been most
affected by these lengthy city development
projects.

This family-owned, formal business is part
of the informal-formal network within the
ethnic enclave. Customers stated that the
ambiente of this specific network is more
personal, understanding, and responsive to
the needs of the community and its
members.




Typical shoppers browse at a local, family-owned, formal
business within the ethnic enclave. This store specializes in
traditional Mexican food products, as do other stores within
the enclave.

This used clothing business is part of the formal sector
that services particularly the poor sector of the low-
income West Side community. The business owner
adjusted his business to the depressed economic
conditions of the surrounding neighborhood by practicing
a variety of informal business activities (e.g., barter,
trade, and credit) and working through informal networks.
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This man shines shoes at El Mercado
during the day and is a freelance
photographer at night. He buys most of
his shoe shining materials in Mexico,
where the prices are 60 percent cheaper.

Three years ago this business
was located on a commercial
site at the corner of Navidad
and Guadalupe streets.
Because the landlord wanted
to sell the property, the owner
moved the business to his
home, where it has not done
well.




This 23-year-old woman and her daughter
live in the housing courts. She makes and
sells cupcakes every now and then when
she needs money. She uses the money to
buy food; on this day she needed milk.

This gentleman has been a street singer for 30 years. He sings
at El Mercado seven days a week, 12 hours a day and eams
$20-$25 on a good day.

The woman selling these snowcones, the cheapest in
the neighborhood at 25 cents, uses the money earned
to pay bills for her family.
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At 5:30 a.m. approximately 50 to 60 men gather at the corner of Frio and Salinas
streets in San Antonio. On a good day they may earn $50 laying cement; on a bad
day they don’t get a job.
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The Mexican cop, “Pelon,” comes by every morning between 8 and 10 a.m.
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This is the “official” day-
laborer assembly site.
None of the day-
laborers interviewed
gather in this area.



A mural adorns a housing court in the West
Side.

A resident of the housing
courts said she didn't like the
neighborhood. “Too many drug
sales” (e.g., coke and pot). She
will stay until she finds a job
and can afford to move.
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