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IHS Talk: “Confessions of a
Failed Pandemic Planner”
by Nancy Tomes, Stony
Brook University

Institute for Historical Studies, Tuesday February 9, 2021

This talk will address the history of pandemic preparedness and re�ect on the ways that
historical analysis of the in�uenza pandemic of 1918-1919 shaped the response to
COVID-19 coronavirus disease.

Dr. Nancy Tomes is a Distinguished Professor of History at Stony Brook University, and a
Research A�liate at the Institute for Historical Studies in 2020-2021. Dr. Tome’s
research interests have ranged widely over the past four decades, but almost all her
work has focused on the intersection between expert knowledge and popular
understandings of the body and disease.  She is the author of several book publications
including A Generous Con�dence: Thomas Story Kirkbride and the Art of Asylum
Keeping (Cambridge University Press, 1984; paperback, Penn Press, 1994), Madness in
America: Cultural and Medical Perceptions of Mental Illness Before 1914, with Lynn
Gamwell (Cornell University Press, 1995), The Gospel of Germs: Men, Women and the
Microbe in American Life (Harvard University Press, 1998), and Remaking the American
Patient: How Madison Avenue and Modern Medicine Turned Patients into
Consumers (UNC Press, 2016); plus two co-edited collections, Medicine’s Moving
Pictures: Medicine, Health, and Bodies in American Film and Television, with Leslie
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Reagan and Paula Treichler (University of Rochester Press, 2007), and Patients as
Policy Actors, with Beatrix Hoffman, Rachel Grob, and Mark Schlesinger (Rutgers
University Press, 2011); and a website, Medicine and Madison Avenue, on the history of
health-related advertising, developed in collaboration with Duke University Library’s
Special Collections. Learn more about her work on her faculty pro�le page.
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