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I+ BEFORE TAKING OFF FOR HELSINKI AMB KENNAN ASKED ME TO PaSS
ALONG FOLLOWING' SUGGESTION WHICH HE THOUGHTCOULD' BE OF USE AT
UN AND ELSEWHEREe HE SAID THAT AFTER EXAMINING PRESS REPQORTS
AND FOLLOWING SITUATION IT APPEARED THAT AMONG SOVIET PARTNERS
ONLY FORMAL STATEMENT RE' CZECH APPEAL FOR MILITARY HELP HAD
COME FROM EAST GERMANSe THIS GAP PLUS SUDDENNESS e
OF TROOP MOVEMENTS STRONGLY SUGGESTS MINIMAL' OR NO CONSULTATION
(PERHAPS SOME THIN INTER-PARTY DISCUSSION) AMONG USSR AND ITS
ALLTIES PRIOR TO' MOVING TROOPSe IF THIS HYPOTHESIS IS TENABLE
AMB KENNAN BELIEVES IT CAN BE EXPLOITED AS WEAK POINT AMONG

SOVIET AND PARTNERS AND PARTICULARLY IN UN» WHERE WE CAN
BADGER AND EMBARRASS HUNGARIANS VIS A VIS SOVIETS AND OTHERS

WITH QUESTIONS AS TO WHO ASKED THEM TO ACTs WHO REQUESTED THEIR
HELP, WHEN WERE! THEY CONSULTED BY ALLIESs ETCe

2s AMB KENNAN ALSO SAID THAT HE WAS PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED BY

STRENGTH OF CEAUSESCU CONDEMNATION OF ACTION IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA«
HE BELIEVES RUMANIAN ROLE' WILL BE CRUCIAL AS CRISIS UNFOLDS:

AND! SHOULD BE CLOSELY WATCHEDe

3s AMB KENNAN HAS ALSO MADE MOST HELPFUL STATEMENT TO PRESS
, DECLASSIFIED
‘ E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4
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HERE RE CRISIS WHICH REPORTED SEPTELe THIS PLUS HIS CONVER =
SATION YESTERDAY WITH UNDERSECRETARY JACOBSEN (0SLO 6163) ’
HAS BEEN REAL PLUS FOR US HERE.

4o DEPT PLEASE PASS ABOVE TO AMB BOHLENe HELSINKI PASS
AMB KENNANe GP=]e BOVEY




