
Chris Hunt’s success all hinged on a 
kung fu hamster.

If the hamster prevented a marble from 
rolling down a bright yellow ramp, Hunt’s 
Rube Goldberg machine would have been 
a failure. When the marble rolled through 
the hamster and set off a series of levers 
to water a plant, Hunt became the cham-
pion of Theta Tau’s Rube Goldberg Ma-
chine Contest. 

The honors fraternity hosts the contest 
every year as a part of National Engineers 

Week, and the first-place team earns a 
place in the national competition at Pur-
due University.

To compete, a team or individual must 
create a machine that completes a simple 
task in no less than 20 steps. This year’s 
task was to water a plant, which was ac-
complished with domino lines, catapults, 
pulleys, ramps and motors. The machines 
are named after the cartoonist and inven-
tor Rube Goldberg. 

Hunt, an electrical engineering junior, 
claimed first place after completing two of 
the three rounds without error. Out of the 
three chances each team’s machine had to 

successfully complete the task, Chris only 
had to help his marble along once, a feat 
one judge said he had never seen before. 

“The first round, it messed up, which 
was frustrating because the part that went 
wrong hadn’t ever gone wrong before,” 
Hunt said. “So when it did finally work, 
it felt really great. But I was holding my 
breath the whole time.” 

The Society of Women Engineers 
opened the competition with their “Make 
it Rain” forest. Their collection of jun-
gle animals, palm trees and a waterfall 

A bill requiring women seeking 
abortions to view a fetal sonogram 
24 hours before the procedure eas-
ily cleared a key House committee 
vote Wednesday, paving the way for 
the full House to consider the bill.

The Texas House State Affairs 
Committee held a hearing at the 
Capitol to hear public testimo-
ny about the sonogram bill filed 
by Rep. Sid Miller, R-Stephenville. 
About 20 people gave testimony at 
the hearing.

The bill would require doctors 
to conduct a sonogram, give a de-
scription of the fetus and play audio 
of the fetal heartbeat 24 hours be-
fore the procedure. It would also re-
quire them to give patients a full list 
of risks and alternatives. 

The committee voted 9-3 to send 
the bill to the House floor. The State 

Senate passed a similar bill last 
week that provides exceptions for 
rape and incest victims or for wom-
en whose fetuses have abnormal-
ities. Miller’s bill does not include 
these exceptions. 

Under Miller’s bill, doctors can 
lose their licenses if they fail to ad-
here to the procedure. Because the 
committee passed it, the House 
will now vote on it. The Senate 
version of the bill will also come 
before the House for a vote in the 
coming weeks.

Becky Turner, a Texas citizen 
who had an abortion performed 25 
years ago, took a can of tuna with 
her when she testified before the 
committee. Just as people have the 
information about different types of 
tuna packing methods, they should 
have the information necessary to 
make educated decisions when they 
get pregnant, Turner said. 

“If I had been given that informa-

tion, I probably would have made 
the same decision,” she said. “But 
I would hope that the value of that 
child would’ve held as much value 
as a dead fish in a can.”

However, the bill uses this infor-
mation to present to the public the 
idea that what is in the womb is a 
baby, said Russell Crawford, author 
of “The Living Book on Abortion,” 
a pro-choice book. 

“What you’re doing is proving to 
a woman that what she has in her 
womb is a baby,” he said. “What I’ve 
noticed is that a zygote can be fro-
zen and live. A baby cannot be fro-
zen and live. There is a difference 
between what is in the womb and a 
human baby.”

Birth rates between 1959 and 
1973, before Roe v. Wade made 
abortion legal in 1973, tended 
to be lower than they are today, 

When photographers and writ-
ers cover natural disasters, it is im-
portant to tell the stories of the 
people that those events affect, 
two renowned documentary pho-
tographers agreed at a panel dis-
cussion Wednesday.

The forum was part of the 2011 
Lozano Long Conference on natu-
ral disasters and the consequences 
for the Caribbean, coastal regions 
of southern U.S. and Latin America 
hosted by the Teresa Lozano Long 
Institute of Latin American Studies.

Paloma Diaz, the institute’s co-
ordinator, said the conference is 
focusing on the earthquake in 
Haiti and Hurricane Katrina, plac-
es where the black population was 
the most affected.

“The last year was significant 
in the terms of the number of di-
sasters we saw in the region,” Diaz 
said. “We wanted to understand 
the different dimensions and the 

impact of the population from the 
media perspective.”

Maggie Steber, who has pho-
tographed Haiti for 25 years, said 
it is important to know the back-
ground of the people, places and 
events she photographs.  

“When you have time — and 
you don’t always — it’s important 
to learn the history, literature, art, 
language and culture,” Steber said. 
“Otherwise, you’re always photo-
graphing the surface.”

Steber said that she always 
thought history was boring, but 
when she read more about Haiti, 
she realized it is everything. She 
said Haiti has one of the most fas-
cinating histories because it is dra-
matic and bloody, especially dur-
ing the revolt of the slaves against 
the French. 

Matthew Larsen, climate and 
land use change associate direc-
tor for the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, said what scientists and jour-
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Student government hopefuls discuss 
plans for future, reasons for running

Big 12 Conference 
swimming continues

MEET THE CANDIDATES SWIM HORNS SWIMRAISE YOUR GLASS
Cheaper wines allow classy times 
without breaking the bank

Thursday, February 24, 2011>> Breaking news, blogs and more: www.dailytexanonline.com @thedailytexan facebook.com/dailytexan

Calendar
Women in 
Politics 
Citizens for Local and State 
Service (CLASS) will host a 
“Women in Politics: Equality of 
Voice” panel at the LBJ School 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Esther’s Follies
Mr. Texas will be the opening 
act at Esther’s Follies on 
Thursday at 8 p.m. Tickets range 
from $20-$27, discounts for 
students and military.

‘Pranzo di 
Ferragosto’
The Department of French and 
Italian will screen this Italian 
film in the Mezes Basement 
from 8 to 11 p.m.

  — Tessa Hunt
Festival Coordinator

‘‘

TODAY
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‘Due Date’
The film will be shown at the 
Texas Union Theatre at 6 p.m. 
Free with student ID.

‘High Plains 
Drifter’
Directed by and Starring 
Clint Eastwood and Verna 
Bloom play in this film about a 
mysterious gunfighter hired to 
protect the community from 
murderous outlaws. The movie 
will be playing at Paramount 
Theatre at 9 p.m.

Blue Man Group
The Long Center for 
Performing Arts will be 
hosting the Blue Man Group 
on Thursday at 8 p.m. Tickets 
range from $17-$79.

In 1864
Rebecca Lee Crumpler became 
the first black woman to receive 
an M.D. degree. She graduated 
from the New England Female 
Medical College.

“Just like how Bill 
Watterson stopped 
writing Calvin and 

Hobbes while it was 
still funny, I want West 

By West Campus to 
end on a strong note.”

Today in black 
history
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ESPN deal 
may affect  
next year’s
UT budget

President William Powers Jr. testified to the Tex-
as House Higher Education Committee about the 
UT-ESPN network that is expected to bring $300 
million in additional revenue for UT over the next 
five years. The committee commended Powers’ in-
vestment for bringing additional funding to the 
University during legislative budget cuts.

UT faces $100 million in House- and Senate-pro-
posed state funding cuts for the 2012-13 biennium, 
Powers said in a press release. At the meeting, Pow-
ers expressed concerns that UT’s budget may be 
disproportionately cut because of this additional 
funding for the University.

“It would be odd if a success like this were pe-
nalized,” Powers said. “One would think that you 
would want to encourage this kind of behavior. 
We’re the most concerned about budget issues.”

UT receives only 14 percent of its funding from 
the state. Powers said the TV network is one source 
of non-tax revenue it will add to its budget. The 
network is a partnership between UT and ESPN 
to cover University athletic, cultural and academic 
events. Powers said the ESPN branch is likely to be 
located in the College of Communication and offer 
internship opportunities for students.

“Our biggest asset is protecting the value of teaching 
and research,” he said. “We hire faculty members, and 
they’re the ones that bring in [additional] funding.”

Peek-a-boo
2409 University Ave.
Officers received reports of a 
non-UT subject seen entering 
unsecured staff and faculty 
offices. When the subject saw 
the officers on the floor,  hey 
entered an office, and took 
quick peeks into the hallway 
to locate the officers. The 
subject provided the officers 
with a name and date of birth 
and a short time later, the 
subject gave the officers a 
different date of birth.

Campus watch

Contraption contest breeds creativity

Ryan Edwards | Daily Texan Staff

Mechanical engineering senior Zoheb Noorahi helps reset his team’s Tom & Jerry-themed Rube Goldberg machine to celebrate 
Nation Engineers Week. Noorahi estimates they spent more than 1,000 man hours building and testing their elaborate contraption.

By Molly Moore
Daily Texan Staff

By Melissa Ayala
Daily Texan Staff

Sonogram bill goes to House for voteConference surveys 
devastating effects
of natural disasters 

Ryan Edwards | Daily Texan Staff

Photojournalist and UT alumna Maggie Steber helped kick off the 
2011 Lozano Long Conference on natural disasters and their social 
repercussions by discussing her relationship with Haiti. 

By Allie Kolechta
Daily Texan Staff

FORUM continues on PAGE 2

ESPN continues on PAGE 2RUBE continues on PAGE 2

By Yvonne Marquez
Daily Texan Staff

BILL continues on PAGE 2

On the web: Check out a audio slideshow @dailytexanonline.com

A SMASHING GOOD TIME

Quote to note
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RAISE YOUR GLASS
Cheaper wines allow classy times 
without breaking the bank

Trent Lesikar | Daily Texan Staff

Jaqueline Arroyo takes a swing at a pinata during her sixth birthday party Sunday. Her 
family purchases pinatas from several party supply stores on East César Chávez Street.
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Are you still looking for the perfect place?
Look no further!

We have the location, affordability, and a friendly staff with 
the best maintenance service in the campus area!

For an apartment, townhouse or condominium 
in the campus area call

512-472-3816
Walk to 
Campus!

Or visit at
605 West 28th
& www.marquisliving.com

Choose from one of 
our 8 locations!

West Campus
• Camino Real
• Salado
• Seton Square
• University Quarters
• Vanderbilt Condos
• Nueces Oaks Townhomes
North Campus
• Castle Arms
• 31st Street Condos

Where Students 
& Service are 
our priority.

STAY TUNED FOR OUR 
ANNUAL 2011 
PLEDGE DRIVE
Listen to 91.7 FM 

or KVRX.ORG during 
February to support the 
University of Texas and 

Austin’s only student-run 
radio station.

LL
VEVE
??

Thank you to our sponsors:
Simplicity Wine & Eats
Jolie Vue Farms
Whataburger

Trudy’s
Wag-A-Bag
MyPlates.com
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CORRECTIONS
Because of a reporting error, a Feb. 

21 Page One news story about mental 
health care funding should have said 
Texas is $27 billion short of keeping 
the current mental health services 
going for about 7,850 adults enrolled 
in disease management or ongoing 
community support in Travis County 
according to data from Austin Travis 
County Integral Care.

Because of a reporting error, 
Wednesday’s Page 14 Life&Arts story 
about the shortcomings of the Austin 
music scene should have said that 
Run This Town is a showcase of Austin 
rappers, not a battle format, and the 
rap group that met at the Capitol has 
nothing to do with Run This Town 
format according to rapper Doc Deuce.

UT basketball player arrested,  
suspended after DUI arrest

UT men’s basketball player, 
French junior Alexis Wangmene, 
was arrested for driving under 
the influence on Sunday.

“Alexis Wangmene has been 
suspended indefinitely due to a 
violation of team rules. He will 
not play in [Tuesday’s] game,” 
said head basketball coach Rick 
Barnes in a press statement. 

According to the arrest affi-
davit, Wangmene’s blood alco-
hol level was .093. In the state 
of Texas, criminal penalties be-
gin at .08. 

Wangmene was driving a 
black Jaguar without the front li-
cense plate and failed to drive in 
a single lane, said State Trooper 
Mario Garcia in the affidavit.

His eyes were bloodshot, his 
speech slurred and his breath 
smelled of alcoholic beverage, 
according to the affidavit.

He is currently in custody with 
bail set at $2,000. 

— Huma Munir

NEWS BRIEFLY

The proposed cuts have al-
ready had an effect on the Uni-
versity. Powers said other univer-
sities have started cherry-picking 
faculty from UT.

“We are getting a lot of pres-
sure,” Powers said. “The per-
ceptions around the country are 
changing. People will wait to see 
how the budget comes out and 
how we are able to react.”

Powers said UT will address 
University budget cuts after re-

viewing the effectiveness of indi-
vidual departments and will not 
mandate sweeping reductions.

“On our campus, we will not 
make across-the-board cuts,” 
he said. “We will do it looking 
at  our most productive pro-
grams, assets, faculty and stu-
dent success.”

Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-San 
Antonio, said the proposed bud-
get can change if Powers and oth-
er University leaders voice their 

concerns to Gov. Rick Perry.
“It doesn’t have to be this way,” 

Castro said. “UT doesn’t have 
to lose several million dollars in 
funding. It’s not a matter of fate, 
it’s a matter of political choice, 
and I hope some folks at UT and 
the Board of Regents speak up to 
the governor.”

At the meeting, Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board 
commissioner Raymund Pare-
d e s  pre s e nte d  ame nd me nt s 

to its “Closing the Gaps” pro-
gram to facilitate enrollment 
in higher education. Over the 
last two years, Paredes said the 
program has helped increase 
enrollment of public universi-
ties by 557,550 students.

“We are on track to achieve 
our participation goals,” Paredes 
said. “Our goal is now to enroll 
630,000 more students.”

The coordinating board also 
proposed restructuring state 

higher education funding.
Powers will testify before the 

Senate Finance Committee on 
Wednesday and will ask sen-
ators to avoid disproportion-
ate cuts to public higher edu-
cation, support the Texas Com-
petitive Knowledge Fund and 
create a tuition revenue bond 
for UT’s Engineering and Edu-
cation and Research Center, ac-
cording to an e-mail from Pow-
ers on Wednesday.

ESPN continues from PAGE 1

FORUM continues from PAGE 1
nalists do in the field is similar. He 
said he talks to people in the com-
munities after a natural disaster. 
Larsen said it is his job to document 
what caused these disasters to help 
government agencies, so it forced 
him to engage with people who lost 
a house or a loved one. He said it 
takes a emotional toll.

“Once you publish the science 
and math and make recommen-
dations to the government, the hu-
man side is really powerful and in-

forms the science we do and makes 
us try to do a better job,” he said. 

Kathleen Duncan, a photographer 
for Victoria Advocate, said photos 
from Steber are different from what 
we see in everyday newspapers. 

“When you look at war or disas-
ter photos, they all tend to look the 
same; they have the same feelings, 
expression and angles. It is impor-
tant to tell those stories but you also 
kind of wonder if there is anything 
else out there,” Duncan said. 

BILL continues from PAGE 1
indicating that birth rates are actu-
ally higher when abortion is an op-
tion, Crawford said.

In 2010, University Health Ser-
vices administered 618 pregnan-
cy tests, 38 of which were pos-
itive. UHS does not offer abor-
tions, so there is no way to tell how 
many students received abortions 
in 2010, said UHS senior program 
coordinator Sherry Bell.

The option to view a sonogram 
and to hear a description of a fetus 
and its heartbeat should be avail-
able to all women, including vic-

tims of rape or incest or women 
whose babies have physical defor-
mities, said Kerry Holland in her 
testimony at the hearing. Holland’s 
mother attempted to abort her 
while she was in the womb, and 
Holland survived the abortion.

“I believe that had they shown 
her an ultrasound, my moth-
er would not have attempted the 
abortion,” she said. “I believe that if 
she was here today, that she would 
testify to you how much she re-
grets that decision and that she 
would never do it again.”

RUBE continues from PAGE 1

President ends defense of ‘Marriage Act’

earned the team second place and 
got the crowd involved early.

“When the rain stick falls, you’re 
welcome to dance,” said co-team 
captain Lauren Collins, a senior in 
biomedical engineering. “We love it 
when people dance.”

But before dancing could begin, the 
team had to start from scratch. They 
spent four months and hundreds of 

hours working on the machine, said 
team member Kaitlyn Hunt, a me-
chanical engineering senior. 

“We began with the theme be-
cause every machine has a theme,” 
she said. “Then we started brain-
storming steps that would fit with-
in that theme.”

The process involved finding 
a balance between whimsy and 

practicality. 
These creative touches caught the 

attention of Lydia Contreras-Mar-
tin, an assistant chemical engineer-
ing professor.

“My favorite thing was how the 
mechanics of the machine fit into 
the theme, like the monkey falling 
off the tree setting off the rain stick,” 
she said.

College Republicans officers 
quit over SG endorsements

Two College Republicans 
officers resigned Wednesday 
night after disagreement with 
the group’s SG executive alli-
ance endorsement.

College Republicans Presi-
dent Justin May announced the 
group’s endorsement for the Abel 
Mulugheta and Sameer Desai 
campaign in spite of many mem-
bers’ desire to support former 
College Republicans president 
Melanie Schwartz.

May said he publicly an-
nounced the endorsement com-
mittee, but only three people 
showed up to participate.   

May said many members 
were angry about the decision 
and attended last night’s meet-
ing to attempt an impeachment. 
Because many of them had not 
paid their dues, they were un-
able to speak. May moved to 
impeach historian Spencer Ra-
ley and spokesman Saul Men-
doza because they “soiled the 
name of the club.”

—Ahsika Sanders

President Barack Obama ordered 
the Justice Department on Wednes-
day to stop defending the constitu-
tionality of the Defense of Marriage 
Act, which defines marriage as be-
ing between a man and a woman.

The act was a landmark moment 
in the debate over same-sex mar-
riage in the United States, according 
to UT law professors.

Law professor Dan Rodriguez 
said, “It signals an increasing will-
ingness to get off the fence concern-
ing same-sex marriage. Never be-
fore has a president taken a clear 
stance in favor of the issue.”

Although no legislation was in-
volved, the ramifications of the 
statement may be widespread and 
lasting, Rodriguez said.

“It may well have an effect on in-
fluencing undecided judges and 
justices, increasing public support, 
which has been on the rise in recent 
years, and encouraging legislators 

to be more vocal in their support of 
the issue,” he said. 

A letter released by Attorney 
General Eric Holder stated the ad-
ministration’s view that the law vio-
lated equal protection principles in 
that it treats gays and lesbians dif-
ferently than heterosexual couples 
when viewed through the “height-
ened scrutiny” test.

The Obama administration has 
defended the Defense of Marriage 
Act in several court cases preced-
ing Wednesday’s shift, which came 
with a previous court decision that 
the law should be viewed with the 
“highest scrutiny” rather than under 
“minimum rationality,” said Sanford 
Levinson, a professor of govern-
ment in the School of Law. Until to-
day, the latter served as the basis for 
court rulings concerning gay mar-
riage, Levinson said.

“If any lunatic can find the law 
reasonable, then the law remains in 
place under minimum rationality,” 
Levinson said. “Under highest scru-
tiny, a law has to have a really good 

reason to deny a person their rights, 
and the Obama administration de-
cided that there are no good reasons 
in this case.”

Beyond technicalities within 
the Constitution, the administra-
tion’s shift reflects a change in pub-
lic opinion that has been growing 
since the law’s introduction in 1996, 
Levinson said.

“I think the decision is actual-
ly fairly simple in the specific sense 
that it’s been controversial since its 
creation,” Levinson said. “Since then, 
there has been a shift in American 
opinion regarding the unfairness in 
denying gay and lesbians the right 
to marry.”

Kathryn Fife, co-director for 
StandOut, a GLBT advocacy orga-
nization, said it shows Obama’s sup-
port for the GLBT community.

“It sends a very strong mes-
sage because it shows people who 
might be on middle ground that 
gay couples are just the same as 
normal couples in the president’s 
eyes,” Fife said.

By Molly Moore
Daily Texan Staff
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BEIJING — Activists say Chi-
na has filed subversion charges 
against Internet users who repost-
ed a call for protests modeled on 
the democracy movements in the  
Middle East.

The Hong Kong-based Infor-
mation Center for Human Rights 
and Democracy said Wednesday at 
least three people were detained on 
charges of “inciting subversion of 
state power.” China often uses the 
vaguely worded charge to lock up 
outspoken government critics.

A handful of participants joined 
the calls to demonstrate this past 
weekend and were met by a show of 
force from authorities. 

The detentions indicated Beijing 
would not tolerate any dissent, even 
by people merely reposting infor-
mation from overseas websites.

Because of China’s pervasive 
Internet censorship, few peo-
ple were likely to know about the 
campaign. Twitter and Facebook, 
instrumental in Egypt’s protests, 
are blocked in China. Tech-sav-

vy Chinese can circumvent con-
trols using proxy servers or other 
alternatives, but few of the coun-
try’s Internet users seek out polit-
ically subversive content.

Apparently undeterred, organiz-
ers said in an online posting that 
action was needed to show Beijing 
that its people expect accountability 
and transparency from the current 
one-party Communist system.

“We invite every participant 
to stroll, watch or even just pre-
tend to pass by. As long as you 
are present, the authoritarian 
government will be shaking with 
fear,” said the announcement 
posted on the U.S.-based Chi-
nese-language website Boxun, 
which is blocked in China.

The detentions indicated Bei-
jing would not tolerate any dis-
sent, even by people merely re-
posting information gleaned from  
overseas websites.

Ahead of the protests this past 
weekend, human rights groups 
estimated several dozen to more 
than 100 activists were detained by 
police, confined to their homes or 
were missing.

MADISON, Wis. — In a prank 
call that quickly spread across the 
Internet, Wisconsin Gov. Scott 
Walker was duped into discussing 
his strategy to cripple public em-
ployee unions, promising never to 
give in and joking that he would 
use a baseball bat in his office to go 
after political opponents.

Walker believed the caller was 
a conservative billionaire named 
David Koch, but it was actual-
ly the editor of a liberal online 
newspaper. The two talked for at 
least 20 minutes — a conversation 
in which the governor described 
several potential ways to pressure 
Democrats to return to the State-
house and revealed that his sup-
porters had considered secret-
ly planting people in pro-union 
crowds to stir trouble.

The cal l ,  which surfaced 
Wednesday, also showed Walker’s 
cozy relationship with two billion-
aire brothers who have poured mil-
lions of dollars into conservative 
political causes, including Walker’s 
campaign last year.

The audio was posted by the 
Buffalo Beast, a left-leaning website 

based in Buffalo, N.Y., and quick-
ly went viral.

Murphy said he arranged the call 
Tuesday after speaking with two 
Walker aides, including the gover-
nor’s chief of staff.

Walker spokesman Cullen Wer-
wie confirmed that it was Walker’s 
voice on the call. At a news confer-
ence, Walker acknowledged being 
deceived but stuck to his message 
that the union changes were need-

ed to balance Wisconsin’s budget.
In the call, the governor said he 

was ratcheting up the pressure on 
Senate Democrats to return to the 
Capitol a week after they fled to 
block the legislation. He said he 
supported a move to require them 
to come to the Capitol to pick up 
their paychecks rather than have 
the money deposited directly.

Walker said aides were reviewing 
whether the GOP could hold a vote 

if Democrats were not physically in 
the Senate chamber but elsewhere 
in the building.

Democrats seized on Walker’s re-
corded comments as evidence that 
the governor plans to go beyond 
budget cuts to crushing unions.

“This isn’t about balancing the 
budget. This is about a political 
war,”  Rep. Jon Richards of Milwau-
kee yelled Wednesday on the floor 
of the state Assembly.

BENGHAZI, Libya — The scope 
of Moammar Gadhafi’s control was 
whittled away Wednesday as major 
Libyan cities and towns closer to the 
capital fell to the rebellion against 
his rule. In the east, now all but bro-
ken away, the opposition vowed to 
“liberate” Tripoli, where the Liby-
an leader is holed up with a force of 
militiamen roaming the streets and 
tanks guarding the outskirts.

In a further sign of Gadhafi’s fal-
tering hold, two air force pilots — 
one from the leader’s own tribe — 
parachuted out of their warplane 
and let it crash into the eastern Lib-
yan desert rather than follow orders 
to bomb an opposition-held city.

In Tripoli, Gadhafi’s strong-
hold, protest organizers called for 
new rallies Thursday and Friday, 
raising the potential for a more 
bloody confrontation.

Militiamen and Gadhafi support-
ers — a mix of Libyans and foreign 
African fighters — roamed the cap-
ital’s streets, called up Tuesday by 
the Libyan leader in a fist-pounding 
speech in which he vowed to fight to 
the death. The gunmen fired weap-
ons in the air, chanting “Long live 
Gadhafi,” and waved green flags. 
With a steady rain, streets were 
largely empty, residents said.

In many neighborhoods, resi-
dents set up watch groups to keep 
militiamen out, barricading streets 
with concrete blocks, metal and 
rocks, a Tripoli activist said.

“There is now an operating 
room for the militaries of all the 
liberated cities, and they are try-

ing to convince the others to join 
them,” said Lt. Col. Omar Ham-
za, an army officer who had allied 
with the rebels in Tobruk. “They 
are trying to help the people in 
Tripoli to capture Gadhafi.”

At the Egyptian border, guards 
have fled, and local tribal elders 
have formed local committees to 
take their place. “Welcome to the 
new Libya,” proclaimed graffiti 
spray-painted at the crossing. Fawzy 
Ignashy, a former soldier now in ci-
vilian clothes at the border, said that 
early in the uprising, some com-
manders ordered troops to fire on 
protesters, but tribal leaders stepped 
in and ordered them to stop.

Gadhafi’s residence at Tripoli’s 
Aziziya Gates was guarded by loyal-
ists along with a line of armed mi-
litiamen in vehicles, some masked, 
he said. In one western neighbor-
hood, security forces stormed sev-
eral homes and arrested three or 
four people, a witness said, while 
tanks were deployed on the eastern 
outskirts, witnesses in at least one 
neighborhood said.

“Mercenaries are everywhere with 
weapons. You can’t open a window 
or door. Snipers hunt people,” said 
another resident, who said she had 
spent the night in her home awake 
hearing gunfire outside. “We are 
under siege, at the mercy of a man 
who is not a Muslim.”

In opposition-controlled Beng-
hazi, the eastern city where the up-
rising began, residents held a mass 
rally outside the city’s main court-
house, vowing to support protesters 
in the capital, said Farag al-Warfa-
li, a banker. They also called  a one-
day fast in solidarity with them. Af-

terward, young men went into the 
courthouse to register to obtain 
weapons, which had been looted 
from police stations and military 
bases and then turned over to the 
city’s new rulers, he said.

The idea is to “take their weap-
ons and march toward Tripoli,” al-
Warfali said.

There were similar calls in Misra-
ta — several hours’ drive from Trip-
oli, the closest major city to the capi-

tal to fall to anti-government forces. 
The extent of Gadhafi’s control 

over the country he has ruled for 41 
years has been reduced to the west-
ern coastal region around Tripoli, 
the deserts to the south and parts of 
the center.

After Gadhafi’s speech Tues-
day night, militiamen flooded into 
Sabratha, a town west of Tripo-
li famed for nearby ancient Ro-
man ruins, and battled protesters 

who had taken over, said one res-
ident. Around 5,000 militiamen 
from neighboring towns, backed 
by army and police units, clashed 
with protesters and drove them 
from the streets, he said.But his 
territory was being eroded.

The opposition said Wednesday 
it had taken over Misrata, Libya’s 
third-largest city.

Protesters were also in control in 
Zwara, a town 30 miles from the Tu-

nisian border in the west, after local 
army units sided with the protest-
ers, said one resident. “[Gadhafi] 
has reached the point that he’s say-
ing he will bring armies from Africa 
[to fight protesters]. That means he 
is isolated,” he said.

Gadhafi long kept his army weak 
for fear of challenge, so in the fierce 
crackdown waged on the upris-
ing, he has relied on militia groups, 
beefed up by fighters hired abroad. 
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Libyan leader losing grip of nation as rebels ‘liberate’ major cities 
By Maggie Michael
& Paul Schemm
The Associated Press

Wisconsin governor duped into revealing anti-union plans China detains online activists 
for reposting call for protestsJames Hoffa 

speaks at a 
rally in the 
state Capitol in 
Madison, Wis., 
on Wednesday, 
on the ninth 
day of pro-
tests over Gov. 
Scott Walker’s 
proposal to 
eliminate col-
lective bar-
gaining rights 
for many state 
workers. 

Andy Manis 
Associated Press

NEWS BRIEFLY
Oregon Legislature proposes bill 
to end ‘faith healing’ for children
PORTLAND, Ore. — Oregon law-
makers say they will push to end 
legal protection for parents who 
rely solely on faith healing to treat 
their dying children.

A proposed bill targets the 
Followers of Christ, an Oregon 
City church with a long history 
of children dying from treatable 
medical conditions.

State Rep. Carolyn Tomei, D-Mil-
waukie, said the deaths of three 
children of church members in re-
cent years prompted her to intro-
duce the bill, which would remove 
spiritual treatment as a defense for 
all homicide charges.

Legislators and prosecutors 
hope the threat of long prison sen-
tences will cause church members 
to reconsider their tradition of re-
jecting medical treatment in favor 
of faith healing.

“It’s going to make it easier to 
hold parents accountable who 
don’t protect their children,” said 
Clackamas County District Attor-
ney John Foote.

Followers of Christ Church 
leaders did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

—The Associated Press

By Ryan J. Foley
The Associated Press

A Libyan man 
shouts slo-
gans during 
a demonstra-
tion against 
Libyan leader 
Moammar 
Gadhafi, in 
Tobruk, Libya, 
on Wednesday. 
Heavy gunfire 
broke out in 
Tripoli as forces 
loyal to Gadhafi 
tightened their 
grip on the 
Libyan capital 
while anti-
government 
protesters 
claimed control 
of many cities 
elsewhere and 
top govern-
ment officials 
turned against 
the longtime 
leader.

Hussein Malla 
Associated Press

By Christopher Bodeen
The Associated Press



Since the 1920s, most Americans have 
taken their milk pasteurized — that is, heat-
treated, usually at 161 degrees Fahrenheit 
for 15 seconds, in order to kill harmful bac-
teria. The FDA considers pasteurized milk 
the only milk fit for human consumption.

But pasteurization also destroys some of 
the vitamins in milk, as well as the enzymes 
and the good bacteria that can aid diges-
tion and boost our immune systems. Several 
studies have shown that drinking unpasteur-
ized (raw) milk may help prevent asthma 
and allergies in children, and anecdotal evi-
dence suggests that the nutrition in raw milk 
might be particularly helpful for people with 
disorders ranging from lactose intolerance to 
autism. Plus, raw milk tastes better.

The vast majority of milk sold in super-
markets comes from cows kept in confine-
ment and fed an unnatural, grain-based 
diet. Disease among industrial dairy ani-
mals is rampant, and facilities are often 
dirty. Much of this milk is probably con-
taminated, and pasteurization protects 
consumers from food-borne illnesses. But 
good farmers who keep their cows on pas-
ture and maintain clean facilities can pro-
duce a clean, healthy product without pas-
teurizing the milk. But in 21 states, sales of 
raw milk are illegal.

Current Texas law does allow farmers to 
sell raw milk if they get a Grade A for Raw 
Milk Certification. This involves adhering 
to strict cleanliness standards and testing 
the milk for bacterial counts and patho-
gens. But they can only sell raw milk on 
the farm, which means that someone who 
wants to buy it has to drive all the way to 
the farm each and every time. And the clos-
est raw milk dairies to Austin are almost 90 
miles away.

The Texas Raw Milk Bill, HB 75 and SB 
237, would solve this problem. If passed, it 
will allow farmers to sell raw milk directly 

to consumers at farmers’ markets or at pre-
arranged drop-off points near their homes. 
That’s the only change to raw milk laws it 
would make. It would not change the certifi-
cation requirements for raw milk producers, 
and it would not legalize grocery store sales 
of raw milk.

This bill will likely face strong opposi-
tion by people concerned with the safety of 

raw milk. The FDA considers it inherently 
dangerous and does not recommend drink-
ing it under any circumstances. But while 
all food carries some risk of contamination, 
data shows that particular concern about the 
safety of raw milk is misplaced. According to 
the CDC’s Foodborne Outbreak Online Data-
base, between 1998 and 2008, there were only 
two reported illnesses in Texas attributed to 
raw milk. During the same time period, more 
than 12,000 food-borne illnesses, not includ-
ing inter-state outbreaks, were attributed to 
other foods, such as strawberries, deli meats, 
beef brisket, Veggie Booty and tomatoes.

And so far, the most vocal opposition has 
come from DairyMax, the nonprofit lobbying 
and advertising organization that represents 

the Texas dairy industry. This may point to 
the real reason raw milk is so hard to get. 
Pasteurization laws make it very difficult 
for farmers to sell their products directly 
to consumers. They either have to build ex-
tremely expensive pasteurization plants or 
they have to sell it to processing plants, who 
then pasteurize it, homogenize it, bottle it 
and offer it for sale. The prices farmers get 
for this milk are low — sometimes lower 
than the cost of production — and sub-
ject to influences beyond their control. It 
is nearly impossible for small, sustainable 
farmers to stay in business selling milk to 
processing plants at commodity prices.

But when you buy raw milk directly from 
the farmer, he controls the price and he gets 
the profit. Food processing plants have lob-
bied to take away our right to choose what 
we eat, and a farmer’s right to make a living. 
With the Raw Milk Bill, we can take those 
rights back.

Of course, nobody should be forced to 
drink raw milk, and with this bill, nobody will 
be. Since it won’t legalize grocery store sales, 
it will only make this legal, unprocessed food 
available to consumers who actively seek it out. 
And since farmers will be able to make just 
one trip to deliver all of their customers’ milk, 
it will keep cars off the road, improving traffic, 
air quality and public safety. If anything, this 
bill will improve the safety of raw milk sold 
in Texas. Instead of relying on customers to 
bring their own coolers, farmers will be able to 
transport the milk in refrigerated trucks. This 
bill has no state budgetary implications, and 
by helping small farmers increase their sales, it 
will stimulate rural economies. 

To learn more, visit texasrealmilk.com, a 
campaign website maintained by the Farm 
and Ranch Freedom Alliance. You can sign 
up for its Action Alerts or help out now by 
contacting your state senator and represen-
tatives. Follow the link under the “Action 
Alerts” tab to find out who represents you.

Clabby is an English senior.
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By Kate Clabby
Daily Texan Columnist

OpiniOn
OVerVIeW: 

Raw milk rights

By Jonathan rienstra
Daily Texan Columnist

You might miss Austin, but studying abroad is worth the trip

Last week, my favorite show, “Friday Night 
Lights,” had its series finale. I’ve documented 
my love for the people of Dillon, Texas before 
and I’ll spare y’all the spoilers, but the finale 
was a flawless summation of a world that view-
ers visited every week for five years. The whole 
show was loaded with “moments,” but for my 
money, the most memorable one came when 
Tim Riggins told his baby nephew “never turn 
away a memory.” 

Then, the other day while checking out USA 
Today’s “College” section I read a column by 
a junior at Claremont McKenna College in 
California. Titled “Studying abroad: Is it worth 
leaving campus for,” Jeremy Merrill’s column 
argued that going abroad for a semester might 
cut into your college experience. Merrill’s right, 
of course — going to Copenhagen for a semes-
ter means you won’t be in Austin for three and 

a half months, but saying that’s a negative is 
like saying that the ice cream is taking away 
from your cake time. 

The first con Merrill introduces in his argu-
ment for staying in ‘Mericuh focuses on the elite 
level of academics in our universities and col-
leges. Odds are, wherever you study abroad will 
have lower academic standards than what you’re 
used to, and a non-American education makes 
our brains squishier than normal. 

But let’s look at some variables. First, if you 
plan correctly beginning as a freshman or sopho-
more, you can use mostly elective slots abroad, 
which are generally easier classes to begin with, 
even here at UT. Second, let’s not pretend that 
myedu.com doesn’t exist. Those bar graphs telling 
you the percentage of As and Bs in a class are ful-
ly utilized come registration time. Who knows, 
maybe Merrill is a better person than me and ac-
tually takes the most rigorous classes he can find. 
Maybe you, dear readers, are better than me and 
eschew the class with 65 percent As for the chal-

lenge of learning. You probably do.
Merrill still fails to recognize that going away 

for a semester is less about the classroom and 
more about exploration. It’s about seeing a part 
of the world not as a tourist in four days but as an 
active participant. Spending a prolonged period 
in Chile or Austria allows one to absorb the cul-
ture and get past the plastic packaging that takes 
a few weeks to cut through. Consider it the An-
thony Bourdain system of education. 

My biggest problem with Merrill’s argument is 
that it suggests that going abroad isn’t worth giv-
ing up the social element of a college campus. He 
mentions, “Even weekly Skype dates won’t change 
the fact that folks on campus aren’t spending their 
days missing you.” 

To which I say, who cares? When I graduated 
high school, my friends and I didn’t all go to 
the same college. Most didn’t even stay in Texas 
(suckers), and I usually only see them during 
winter and summer break. They have inside jokes 
with their buddies from college that I don’t un-

derstand, and they have stories of which I wasn’t 
a part. Somehow, we have remained friends. 

If your friends forget you after a semester 
abroad, they weren’t your friends to begin with. 
And don’t worry about missing a semester’s worth 
of parties; they’ll be here when you get back. 

So why not go abroad? If you have the means, 
do it. I’ve had enough friends and family spend 
a semester or summer overseas to know that it’s 
worth it. None of them have ever talked about 
how they missed their friends or the parties 
that happened while they were gone. They had 
their own stories. And it’s a lot more impressive 
to talk about running with the bulls than it is 
to mention that, “dude, the Lodge was totally 
packed last Thursday.”

So yeah, you can stay in Austin all four years 
and have a great, life-changing experience. But 
after a while even cake can become boring with-
out some ice cream.

Rienstra is a journalism junior.

An unfortunate appointment

Last week, the Texas Senate confirmed Alex Cranberg 
to the UT System Board of Regents. In some ways, Cran-
berg fits the mold of a typical Perry appointee — he is a 
prominent Republican donor who made his career in the 
energy industry, something that undoubtedly endears him 
to the governor.

Curiously, however, Cranberg has very weak ties to Tex-
as. The $500,000 in political donations Cranberg gave in the 
last six years went to Colorado candidates and causes, ac-
cording to the Austin American-Statesman, and Cranberg’s 
energy business is based in Colorado. He did graduate from 
UT, but that was about three decades ago. 

Furthermore, Cranberg just registered to vote in Texas 
last month, and he still lists Colorado as his mailing ad-
dress. Given that the regents are tasked with protecting Tex-
as schools, picking a member who has spent the better part 
of his career out of state is disconcerting to say the least.

Most urgently, there are problems with the timing of 
Cranberg’s appointment. Since he registered to vote on 
Jan. 18 and a voter is only eligible 30 days after registra-
tion, Cranberg was not considered a qualified voter until 
four days after his appointment was confirmed by the Texas 
Senate, according to the Statesman. Not only is this detail 
unsettling on the surface, it also means that Cranberg, at 
the time of the Senate confirmation, did not meet one of the 
criteria to be selected as a regent. 

It seems that Cranberg’s appointment is nothing but a 
political play. Perry has never been subtle in using appoint-
ments to reward political allies or take retribution on po-
litical enemies, and unfortunately a regent position is more 
indicative of a pleasing voting record than insight to Texas 
universities. Just ask the Texas Tech regents who were asked 
to resign after supporting Kay Bailey Hutchison in the gu-
bernatorial primary last year.

In a time of severe budget cuts, UT needs strong leaders 
on the Board of Regents — leaders who have extensive ex-
perience with Texas and Texas universities. Unfortunately, 
Cranberg has neither.

Beyond the budget 

The Texas Legislature is considering both a plethora 
of new laws and stronger enforcements on existing ones. 
Some of these changes are long overdue, and others are 
completely irrelevant.

One utterly unnecessary proposed law is a ban on caffein-
ated malt beverages, clearly directed at Four Loko. Someone 
should notify legislators that Four Loko no longer contains 
caffeine and hasn’t for months.

We realize that not everybody in the Legislature can spend 
100 percent of his or her time working to balance the budget 
without gutting higher education in the process, but surely 
there are more pressing matters for our elected officials than 
banning a drink that nobody drinks anymore.

However, one law is extremely pertinent. Rep. Jessica Far-
rar, D-Houston, is attempting to repeal a law that classifies 
homosexual behavior a Class C misdemeanor. Seriously. Al-
though the Supreme Court ruled the law unconstitutional a 
decade ago, Texas has yet to update its laws. Farrar is also try-
ing to revise state sex education curriculum, which classifies 
homosexual relationships as unacceptable.

Sometime between cutting higher education funding and 
allowing guns on college campuses, we hope the Republican 
supermajority finds it in its bright red heart to repeal a law 
that is unconstitutional and horrifying.

Banning caffeinated malt beverages and decriminalizing 
homosexual behavior are just two examples of non-budget-
related issues on which the Legislature is spending time and 
resources. While we realize the budget should continue to re-
main the top priority for lawmakers, we also hope legislators 
pay appropriate attention to all legislation that comes before 
them, both to identify and act on the important as well as to 
root out and ignore the irrelevant. 

Food processing plants 
have lobbied to take away 
our right to choose what 

we eat, and a farmer’s 
right to make a living. 

With the Raw Milk Bill, we 
can take those rights back.



A new book by nine UT El-
ementary School teachers and 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  s h a r e s  t w o 
w ay s  to  i mprove  t e a ch i ng : 
communication and interac-
t i on  b e t we e n  s tu d e nt s  and 
teachers  in low-income and 
high-minority schools.

“Teaching to the Spirit of Ev-
ery Child: Lessons Learned in 
Urban Education” gives exam-
ples to prospective teachers and 
curriculum specialists to apply 
in classrooms. 

Melissa Chavez, UT Elemen-
tary School executive director, 
said the school’s goal is to not 
only use research-based instruc-
tional methods that came out of 
UT but document their success 
to share with the world.

“Our focus of the book was 
response to intervention and 
social and emotional learning, 
how that has led to the suc-
cess of our school and how we 
weaved those two research-
based methods into all of our 
practices here,” Chavez said.

Chavez said social and emo-
tional learning teaches children 

about resiliency and about solv-
ing problems. She said it’s about 
teaching them about empathy 
and knowing about feelings they 
have themselves and being aware 
of others’ feelings.

“We do use these methods be-
cause we believe that we have to 
teach every aspect of the child, 
the ‘whole child,’ not just the sub-
jects,” Chavez said. “We have to 
teach them intellectually, physi-
cally, socially  and emotionally.”

Education professor Angela 
Valenzuela said urban schools 
are faced with achievement gaps, 
high dropout rates, overcrowded 

classes and de facto segregation 
in schools and neighborhoods as 
minority youth become concen-
trated in certain areas.

“Austin is very segregated by 
both race and class, mainly due 
to residential segregation,” Va-
lenzula said. “If people are able, 
they’ll buy into a more expensive 
neighborhood, and if they’re not 
able to then they are forced to at-
tend a public school.”

Valenzuela said there are in-
equalities within urban districts, 
such as the quality of teachers 
and quality of curriculum, which 
is focused on tests that can affect 

a student’s learning. She said ur-
ban students don’t have the op-
portunity of rich curriculums or 
innovative pedagogies that other 
rural or suburban schools have.

“There are exceptions, but there 
is a pattern in race and class with 
educational opportunities within 
districts,” Valenzuela said.

Rose Tran, one of the authors 
of the new book, said teach-
ers must understand not only 
the content area of what they 
are teaching but understand the 
child as well. She said urban stu-
dents deal with poverty, so teach-
ers are aware of it.

The media creates false per-
ceptions about black athletes in 
America and advances stereo-
types of superhuman strength 
and aggressive sexuality, said a 
UT associate professor at a lec-
ture on Wednesday. 

Associate sociolo-
gy professor Ben Car-
rington said many 
people make an as-
sumption that Amer-
icans are living in a 
post-racial society, es-
pecially after electing a 
black president. 

“We  m ay  h ave 
reached a significant 
milestone in the ad-
vancement of racial 
progression, but at 
the same time, it seems to be per-
mitting us not to talk about prob-
lems that persist,” said Dave Junker, 
director of the Senior Fellows Sym-
posium which sponsored the event.

Carrington said that if America 
is a post-racial society, it stirs even 
more questions for race relations. 
He said the overrepresentation of 
black athletes in the media is spin-
ning stereotypes about the sexuality 
and culture of African-Americans.

“This idolization of the black 
athletic form produces a black ath-
lete as post-human,” Carrington 
said. “Strange creatures [who] pos-
sess [the] alien-like and certainly 
subhuman abilities to jump higher, 
hang in the air longer, punch hard-
er and run faster.” 

It is almost as if these black men 
are leaving the realm of 
humankind all together, 
he said. 

Carrington illustrated 
this notion by showing 
several examples from 
commercials and imag-
es that portray African-
American athletes and 
actors as muscular men 
projecting an image of a 
“perfect man.” 

In an Old Spice com-
mercial, black actor Isa-
iah Mustafa is topless 

the entire time, showing off his 
muscles. A message appears at the 
end of the commercial that says, 
“Smell like a man, man.” 

Carrington also used African-
American golfer Tiger Woods as an 
example of who the media targets. 
After Woods’ scandal became pub-
lic, the media scrutinized every as-
pect of his life, called him a sex ad-
dict and falsely alleged that he has 
a strong sexual appetite for white 

women, he said. 
Anthropology professor Kev-

in Foster said most young black 
men prefer going into sports and 
becoming athletes because of the 
glorifying images the media pro-
duces. In reality, he said, the num-
ber of black career professionals is 
much higher than the number of 
black athletes. 

“But you would not get that im-
pression from media’s representa-
tion of race,” Foster said. “It has a 
huge impact on black boys.” 

He also said some people who 
oppose the view that racial stereo-
typing still persists in today’s me-
dia are black athletes who enjoy 
prosperity because of their suc-
cessful careers.

“The problem is that their per-
spective is limited to their experi-
ences,” Foster said. 

The relationship between the 
media, race and sports is a complex 
issue because images are manipu-
lated and crafted by the media, said 
sociology graduate student Vivian 
Shaw. She said people consume this 
material without consciously ac-
knowledging its effects.

“It is really difficult to know the 
extent of the influence of the imag-
es,” Shaw said. 
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like Texas, we cover a lot of ground

Get a ride home for 
this Spring Break. 

Leaves Austin, Friday, 
March 11th and returns to 
Austin, Sunday, March 20th.

Dallas  $54.50 
Houston $44.50 
San Antonio $40.00

Purchase your tickets online at 
www.utexas.edu/parking or call 
GetTix at 1 866 443 8849.
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By Huma Munir
Daily Texan Staff

Educators release book about teaching ‘whole child’

Media’s stereotyping of black athletes
creates high standards, professor says

UT’s fine arts 
may suffer in 
next round of 
budget cuts

RecSports celebrates ‘fitness week’

Erika Rich | Daily Texan Staff 

A student takes advantage of the free climbing day at the boul-
dering wall in Gregory Gymnasium. Bouldering is the practice of 
climbing a rock wall without the support of climbing ropes.

By Yvonne Marquez
Daily Texan Staff

Gregory Gym and the recre-
ational sports center offered free 
classes Wednesday to celebrate 
National Recreational Sports & 
Fitness Day.

Sarah Jordan, who over-
sees group exercise programs 
at Gregory Gym, said the day’s 
events were part of Love Your 
Body Week. 

“RecSports partners with UT 
Health Services this week to pro-
mote positive body image and fun 
fitness,” Jordan said. 

In addition to free TeXercise 
and cycling classes all day long, 
there were 15-minute class dem-

onstrations ranging from Zumba 
dance to fencing.

The gym also offered free rock 
climbing, which staff members 
said had a great turnout. Corpo-
rate communications senior Alex 
Rios came to the rock wall as part 
of the national fitness day. 

“I’ve never climbed before, and 
I saw a sign that said there was 
free climbing from 2 to 5 p.m. for 
national fitness day so I wanted to 
check it out, try it,” he said.

Free exercise classes will con-
tinue Friday morning with a free 
Zumba class 9:45 a.m.  

   — Erika Rich

University budget cuts during 
the next school year will most like-
ly reduce the number of adjunct 
faculty and teaching assistants in 
the College of Fine Arts, leading to 
larger classes, said Fine Arts Coun-
cil President Adam Hagerman.

The Fine Arts Council host-
ed a public forum Wednesday at-
tended by about 45 people to ed-
ucate students on how Universi-
ty-wide budget cuts would im-
pact the college.

College of Fine Arts Dean 
Douglas Dempster said the Uni-
versity faces a 10-percent budget 
cut of $33 million. However, the 
Texas Legislature proposed an ini-
tial budget cut in January of nearly 
30 percent, or about $100 million.

“My personal speculation on 
this is that the 10-percent cut that 
we’re expecting right now is the 
best case scenario,” he said.

Hagerman, a music and Europe-
an studies senior, said larger class-
es will reduce educational quality, 
particularly in fine arts.

“We’re a very individually based 
education system, whether it be 
the art studios or music private les-
sons or the smaller theater classes,” 
he said.

Most of the $1.1 million cut to 
the College came from cuts to sti-
pends paid to graduate teaching 
assistants and faculty travel and re-
search expenses, Hagerman said. 
The instructional budgets for ac-
ademic departments will be cut 4 
percent. Hagerman said elective 
courses for non-majors could be 
the first to be cut.

“I think students enjoy taking 
those classes,” he said. “I think 
they’re beneficial to their over-
all education, and I think it’s crit-
ical to their development as hu-
man beings.”

Butler School of Music director 
B. Glenn Chandler said he is con-
cerned with the expected $50,000 
cut to graduate assistantships in his 
department in next year’s budget.

“It not only affects our abili-
ty to deliver good curriculum but 
also our ability to attract good stu-
dents,” he said. 

Brant Pope, chair of the Theatre 
and Dance Department, said the 
University provost and Dempster 
initiated a program to help fund 
graduate students to teach non-
major courses in the department 
so they wouldn’t be eliminated. 

“When we’re up against the wall, 
we’re going to serve our majors 
first,” he said. “If we can’t staff our 
majors courses, how are we possi-
bly going to staff these?”

Jazz performance and govern-
ment junior Julian Dominguez 
came to the event to give informa-
tion on the college’s budget as the 
Fine Arts Council’s representative 
for the Senate of College Councils. 
He said he has already seen the im-
pact of budget cuts.

“I’ve already heard from peers 
about their professors that they 
studied closely with being gone 
and kind of being at a loss for next 
year,” he said. “I can definitely see 
the impacts — negative impacts — 
but I don’t feel the administration 
can do much more.” 

By Allison Harris
Daily Texan Staff

Ben Carrington 
Sociology professor
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The window is now open for students to apply 
for two at-large member positions on the UT-
Austin Green Fee Committee.  This committee 
will be responsible for soliciting, reviewing and 
awarding funds from the � rst ever UT-Austin 
green fee for innovative environmental projects 
proposed by students, staff and faculty.

For more information, email sustainability@austin.utexas.edu.

Think Green?

Join the 
Green 
Fee 
Committee!

Applications are due
Tuesday, March 1, 2011!

Applications and Green Fee history available at 
www.utexas.edu/operations/sustainability

Presidential candidate Natalie Butler, a Plan II, govern-
ment and political communications senior, was an SG 
Longhorn Legislative Aid her freshman year and has re-
mained involved in the organization, currently serving 
as a University-wide representative. She is also a mem-
ber of Orange Jackets and Friar Society. Government 
and economics junior Ashley Baker is also a University-
wide representative and was previously involved with 
Senate of College Councils. She is also a member of 
Black Students Alliance and other organizations.

Guns
Butler says: By no means am I anti-guns but I’m anti-

guns in the classroom. I was one of the sponsors of the 
resolution that said that we don’t want guns on cam-
pus. We are realistic that it likely to pass given the make 
up of the Legislature. What we are asking for now is to 
allow individual votes for each campus as to whether 
or not they want to allow guns on campus.

Textbooks
Baker says: Natalie and I both supported a resolu-
tion this semester for professors to get their book 
lists to the Co-op early. That way the Co-op could 
release their lists so that other book stores would 
be able to order their books early. We believe in al-
lowing competition so that the publishing compa-
nies are held accountable.

Andrew Nash, presidential candidate and Govern-
ment senior, is the chair of the University Union’s 
Board of Directors and has previously chaired the 
Texas Revue committee and served as president of 
the Student Events Center. His running mate, histo-
ry senior Melanie Schwartz is a former College Re-
publicans at Texas president and was also involved 
in the bi-partisan voter registration organization 
Hook The Vote in 2010.

Why we are running
Nash says: We want to leave the university a bet-
ter place than we found it. Somebody really needs to 
step up to bat for students and make sure that tan-

gible differences are being made.  For a long time SG 
was focused on these abstract ideas like accessibili-
ty, reform and transparency, but students didn’t have 
anything to show for that, so at the end of the day we 
want to make sure that students have something to 
remember SG by.

Budget Cuts
Schwartz says: We have to make sure the cuts 
that do happen don’t effect students dispropor-
tionately and so the things that we need to be 
cutting first are the things that we need least. We 
are the only candidates who pledged to not ac-
cept a stipend. We want to shift that money some-
where people need it because this is a job that 
we’ll do for free. 

Presidential hopeful Spencer Scorcelletti, a pub-
lic relations senior, started the “Free Rides” service 
where he would ride around campus on his tan-
dem bicycle giving people free rides to class to 
inspire people to do more random acts of kind-
ness. Aaron West, journalism senior and VP can-
didate, is interested in magazine writing and ed-
iting. He is a former Daily Texan writer, interns at 
The Onion and is also involved in the Rotary Club.

Why we are running
Scorcelletti said: We’re running because no one 
normal ever runs for President and Vice President. 
We think it’s important that the student body is 
given the option to elect someone who’s not from 

the usual circle that gets elected every year.

Guns 
Scorcelletti said: I don’t like them, and I think maybe 
it’s OK for there to be some places where guns aren’t 
carried. It’s banned already and I think there should be 
an open discussion on it. We want to make a decision 
based on what the campus wants and needs.

If elected...
West says: We would focus on distributing the pow-
er among the student body and allowing them to real-
ize what they have the power to do. We want to encour-
age crystal-clear communication and to get more stu-
dent involvement.
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Spencer Scorcelletti
Aaron West

Natalie Butler  
Ashley Baker

Andrew Nash 
Melanie Schwartz

Interviews by: Ahsika Sanders Photos by: Erika Rich & Trent Lesikar

A
s the March 2 and 3 student-wide gen-
eral election approaches, candidates for 
Student Government  and other stu-
dent leadership organizations are hop-

ing to capture student attention with Facebook 
groups and fliers. The Daily Texan met with the five 
SG executive alliances to get their thoughts on is-

sues that impact students. The elected president and 
vice president will preside over the 2011-12 SG and 
hold positions in powerful groups like the Student 
Services Budget Committee and the President’s Stu-
dent Advisory Council. They will also be able to 
fight for personal goals and initiatives and act as of-
ficial voices for the student body.

ON THE WEB: Read transcripts of the interviews with SG candidates @dailytexanonline.com

Business honors senior David McQuary is running for 
president with his running mate biology senior Hannah 
Oley. They are both Texas Travesty staff members.

Why we are running
McQuary says: I come from the distant future. I must 
stop Natalie Butler from becoming elected Student 
Body President. We can prevent great tragedies from 
occurring by stopping her ascent to power now. My 
future, the one where Ms. Butler was elected, is a ter-
rible, horrific place. Wild dogs run amok through the 

nuclear wastelands of campus, feasting on the rotting 
flesh of the thousands of dead students. Robotic sol-
diers patrol the streets, liquefying all humans who dis-
agree with the President’s despotic policies. I am the 
leader of the resistance against ButlerNet, the evil cor-
poration responsible for starting World War 3 and de-
stroying Austin as you know it.
 
Guns
Mcquary says: “We are pro-ray guns, [but] only if they 
are set to stun.”

Government senior and presidential candidate 
Abel Mulugheta is a leader in his fraternity Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., the National Pan-Hellenic 
Council, and recently the Student Government Re-
form Task Force. Business honors junior Sameer De-
sai is active in the Indian Students Association, Tex-
as Blazers and the Business Honors Program Steer-
ing Committee. 

SG Accessibility
Desai says: We know that SG is only as powerful as 
the students it represents. Students deserve to have 

their voices heard by SG and administrators. We will 
remove the unnecessary levels of bureaucracy to cre-
ate a direct link between students and Student Gov-
ernment.

Safety
Mulugheta says: We will implement Safe-Ride for 
students who don’t live on or close to campus in con-
junction with expanding Sure-Walk. Students will en-
joy a greater sense of security. We will push for more 
lights in West Campus, as well as all over the 40 Acres.

    Sameer Desai
Abel Mulugheta

Travesty candidates
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Men begin title defense 
with commanding win 
in 200 medley relay

Women set school records in 200 medley,              
800 freestyle relays

Photos by Shereen Ayub | Daily Texan Staff 

Texas men’s swimmers compete in a medley relay during the opening day of the Big 12 Championships. The Longhorns won the first meet of 
the day, and followed with a win in the 800 freestyle.

Texas women’s swimmers prepare for launch into backstroke in a relay 
event during Wednesday’s opening day of Big 12 Championships held 
at Lee and Joe Jamail Texas Swimming Center.

Allen Otto | Daily Texan Staff 

Sophomore pitcher Blaire Luna pitches in a 7-1 win over Missouri State 
on Feb. 18.

Horns head to California 
for first games on road 

Questions surround spring practice

SWIM continues on PAGE 8

FOUR continues on PAGE 8

SPRING continues on PAGE 8

ROAD continues on PAGE 8

BIG 12 continues on PAGE 8

Longhorns start strong on opening day

Texas forward 
Jordan 
Hamilton 
drives to 
the basket 
against 
Texas Tech 
on Feb. 5 as 
teammate 
Tristan 
Thompson 
offers 
support. 

Derek Stout 
Daily Texan file 
photo

SOFTBALL
No. 10 TEXAS vs FORDHAM

MEN’S BASKETBALL 

FOOTBALL

Is Texas good enough for a Final Four run? 

By Stefan Scrafield
Daily Texan Staff

By Austin Laymance
Daily Texan Staff

By Chris Hummer
Daily Texan Staff

By Lauren Giudice
Daily Texan Staff

By Jon Parrett
Daily Texan Columnist

 At 10-0, the 12th-ranked Long-
horns prepare for their first road trip 
of the season with high aspirations.

Texas travels to California to-
day to compete in the Cathedral 
City Classic. 

“It’s been a great couple of weeks at 
home, a great way to work up some 
confidence,” said Texas head coach 
Connie Clark. “I think they’re up for 
the challenge and feeling as confi-
dent as they could be right now.”

The team is coming off two 
straight tournament wins at the 
friendly home confines of McCombs 
Field and is now looking forward to 
its first road test.

“I think as a team, we’re really ex-
cited to get out of Austin and go to 
California and play some of the big-
ger teams, like Florida,” said sopho-
more pitcher Blaire Luna.

Florida is the first ranked team for 
the Longhorns this year at No. 5. It 
should provide a better measure of 
their skills after beating each of their 
past 10 opponents by an average of 
8.6 runs.

“Florida will probably be our 
toughest competition so far, so I’m 
really excited to see them,” said soph-
omore infielder Taylor Hoagland.

To get ready for the challenges 
Florida presents, Texas plans to im-
prove on multiple fronts.

“There are a lot of aspects we need 
to work on: Offense, defense, pitch-
ing and everything really just needs 
to go to the next level to face those 
tougher teams,” Hoagland said.

Florida is not the only challenge 
Texas will face this week. In all, 
the Longhorns play six games over 
four days, with contests over the 

Cathedral City Classic
Date: Thursday-Sunday

Place: Cathedral City, Calif.

Cathedral City Classic

PREVIEW

 It’s hard to recall a Mack Brown team with as much 
off-season drama and uncertainty as this year’s Long-
horns outfit. But while unrest surrounds the Texas 
program, Brown’s squad gets its first chance to answer 
the critics as spring practice kicks off today. Here’s a 
look at five pressing questions facing the Longhorns 
in 2011.

Is the Garret Gilbert era over or just starting?
With Gilbert’s biggest supporter, former offensive 

coordinator Greg Davis, out of the picture, the soph-
omore will have to adjust to new QB coach Bryan 
Harsin and the offensive system he brings from his 
days at Boise State. Gilbert struggled in the passing 
game in his first year as a starter (10 TDs, 17 INTs) 
and will have to outlast Case McCoy and Connor 
Wood in the spring to cement his place as the cap-
tain of the huddle. Wood, who redshirted last season, 
is the Longhorns’ best athlete at the position and will 
make a strong push for the starting nod. For now, it’s 
Gilbert’s job to lose. 

 Correct me if I’m wrong, but 
isn’t 24-4 a good record? Sitting in 
the driver’s seat for the Big 12 ti-
tle and perhaps a No. 1 seed in the 
NCAA tournament sounds good. 
And beating Kansas in Lawrence 
is never easy.

So why am I still hesitant to 

climb on board with this Texas 
team?

Could it be because of last year’s 
dismal finish after climbing to No. 
1 halfway through the season? 
Probably not; this year’s team looks 
nothing like last year’s. The seniors 
— who, contrary to last year, aren’t 
the most talented players on the 
team — have stepped into leader-
ship roles and abandoned any me-
first attitudes.

What about the recent hiccups 

in team chemistry? J’Covan Brown 
apologized for lending his Twitter 
account to his cousin but what’s 
more concerning is his demean-
or during games. It may just be 
J’Covan being J’Covan but it’s nev-
er comforting to watch your team’s 
sixth man fume and pout when 
he’s taken out for a bad shot. 

And t hen  t here’s  A lex-
i s  Wa n g m e n e ,  w h o  w a s 
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Texas 24-4, 12-1

Kansas 26-2, 11-2

Texas A&M 22-5, 9-4

Missouri 22-6, 8-5

Kansas State 19-9, 7-6

Baylor 17-10, 6-7

Nebraska 18-9, 6-7

Colorado 17-11, 6-7

Oklahoma State 16-11, 4-9

Oklahoma 12-15, 4-9

Texas Tech 12-16, 4-9

Iowa State 14-14, 1-12

1

3

BIG 12 STANDINGS

Football coach’s raise upsets 
rest of Texas Tech faculty

A $500,000-per-year pay raise 
recently awarded to Texas Tech 
football coach Tommy Tuberville 
through 2015 has angered some 
university faculty, who have been 
asked to take a pay freeze in 2011.

Facing an 8-percent state funding 
reduction and additional funding 
cuts possible, Tech officials killed 
$3 million in faculty raises for 2011. 
However, Tuberville’s new five-
year, $11 million contract guaran-
tees the coach at least $2 million per 
year. That’s up from $1.5 million in 
the contract he signed in 2010.

At a faculty senate meeting last 
week, faculty members questioned 
Tech’s announcement that it would 
pay Tuberville the raise even as 
lawmakers are considering cutting 
university revenue by tens of mil-
lions of dollars.

— The Associated Press

SPORTS 
BRIEFLY

Got the TSA 
“enhanced pat down” 

yesterday. By hoop 
rules, it was a flagrant 

foul, TSA employee 
ejected, and I get two 

shots and the ball.

Jay Bilas
@JayBilas

TWEET OF THE DAY

 Swimmers of every year level 
contributed to Texas’ domination 
of the first day of Big 12 Champi-
onships. The two relays proved that 
the Longhorns have a lot of depth.

In the 200 medley relay, a race 
with every year level represented for 
the Longhorns, the team had a com-
manding victory. Sophomore Cole 
Cragin started the Longhorns off 
strong in the backstroke and senior 
Scott Spann, freshman Woody Joye 
and junior Jimmy Feigen continued 
to increase Texas’ lead, and they had 
a winning time of 1:25.40. Missouri 
followed in second with a final time 
of 1:26.58, and Texas A&M finished 
in 1:27.13.

“The race was pretty nuts,” Feigen 
said. “The first event is always kind 
of shaky because you don’t know 
if you’re going to go fast. You don’t 
know if you’re going to live up to ex-
pectations or all the hype.”

The first event of the meet helps 
set the tone for the rest of the week.

“I think we did a great job get-
ting our team going, and our team 
got us going,” Feigen said. “Hopeful-
ly. we can feed off each other’s ener-
gy for the rest of the meet.”

Texas A&M’s Grant Nel domi-
nated the one-meter diving event 
with a final score of 426.00. Texas 
freshmen Will Chandler finished 
in fifth with 326.60 points, and 
Will McCraney finished in sixth 
with 323.35.

The intense 800 freestyle relay 
had the Longhorns outside the pool 
standing and yelling for their team-
mates. Joye led the Texas A team off 
with a time of 1:36.02. He was fol-
lowing closely behind A&M’s Balazs 
Makany, who finished his leg of the 
race with a time of 1:35.13. Junior 
Neil Caskey ended his leg of the 

 The Texas women got off to a re-
cord-breaking start at the Big 12 
Swimming & Diving Champion-
ships. The team broke school re-
cords in both relay events held 
Wednesday night, despite only win-
ning one.

The Longhorns began with a sec-
ond-place finish in the women’s 200-
yard medley relay, the first event of 
the championships. The team fol-
lowed up with a first-place finish in 
the only other event of the night, the 

800 freestyle relay. 
The first heat featured each 

school’s A-team in the 200-yard 
medley relay. As expected, the event 
was a lopsided affair, with Texas 
A&M battling the Longhorns the 
entire way in what was essentially a 
two-team race.

Texas’ 200-yard medley team was 
composed entirely of underclass-
men, with freshman Lily Molden-
hauer leading off in the backstroke. 
Two-time Big 12 champion Laura 
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Who will emerge from a 
crowded backfield?

While the Longhorns return 
their top three rushers, they be-
gin the spring without the best 
RB on the roster. Top recruit Mal-
colm Brown won’t be on campus 
this spring, so Texas must find an-
other option before the prep star 
steps into the backfield in August. 
If D.J. Monroe can learn the plays 
and grasp pass blocking, the con-
verted receiver could provide Tex-
as the spark it lacked from the run 
game in 2010. If not, look for more 
of the same plodding style from 
Cody Johnson and Fozzy Whittak-
er. But fans should mark their cal-
endars for Brown’s arrival.

Where’s the beef?
The Longhorns were consistent-

ly overpowered up front last year 
because of an undersized defen-
sive line. Texas allowed eight 100-
yard rushers, including a 223-yard 
gashing from Texas A&M’s Cyrus 
Gray in the final game of the sea-
son. Kheeston Randall returns for 
his senior season, but he will need 
help from Alex Okafor, who transi-
tioned from end to tackle last year. 
If Okafor bulks up and promising 
freshman Ashton Dorsey continues 
to master the tackle position, Tex-
as could shore up its porous run 
defense. But a lack of depth might 
doom the Longhorns again in 2011.

Who will catch the ball?
Heralded recruit Jaxon Ship-

ley, whose older brother Jordan is 
arguably the best receiver in Tex-
as history, should make an imme-
diate impact after graduating from 
high school in December to get a 
jump on things in spring practice. 
The Longhorns receiving corps is 
young, with Malcolm Williams the 
elder statesman. Williams strug-
gled to catch the ball in 2010, but 
has the physical tools to finally be-
come a dominant player. Mike Da-
vis opened some eyes in his first year 
and is on the fast track to becoming 
a go-to receiver but will need to add 
muscle to his slender frame if Tex-
as hopes to return its passing game 
to elite status.

Will the coaching staff wear 
name tags?

The Longhorns’ coaching car-
ousel appears to have finally 
stopped, for now at least. With six 
coaches in their first years at Tex-
as, the players will certainly be 
in for a different feel than previ-
ous springs. Granted, Brown’s staff 
has changed from season to sea-
son but never with as many twists 
and turns as this off season. The 
most bizarre twist was the back-
and-forth between defensive backs 
coaches Duane Akina and Jerry 
Gray. After Akina left for Arizona 
in January, Brown hired Gray. But 
Gray bolted for the NFL only 25 
days after replacing Akina, leaving 
another vacancy on Brown’s staff 
and reopening the door for Aki-
na’s return to Texas just four weeks 
after his departure. If the players 
can adjust to a revamped coaching 
staff, the future could be bright for 
the Longhorns. 

weekend against Fordham, Cal Poly, 
Long Island, Loyola Marymount 
and Massachusetts. While none of 
these teams are currently ranked 
in the USA Softball Top 25, each 
brings a unique skill set and style to 
the field against the Longhorns. 

“I think any given day you can 
face different challenges with differ-
ent teams, so I think it will be fun to 
get on a new environment and not 
our turf and face some other teams 
and see what we have,” said junior 
short stop Lexy Bennett. 

A key for this weekend’s tourna-

ment will be the offense’s contin-
ued scoring binge. Texas is averag-
ing 9.5 runs a game, which is a big 
reason why it has won by mercy 
rule in half of its games this year. 
Reigning Big 12 pitcher of the 
week Luna, who is 6-0 with a 1.48 
ERA and 56 strikeouts, will also 
be an important part of the team’s 
tournament performance.

“She’s zoned in right now. Even 
if we get behind in a count, we 
both have the confidence that we 
can get back up,” said senior catch-
er Amy Hooks. “Even when she 

walks a batter, you can see it in 
her face. She’s always ready for the 
next hitter.”

With the first two at-home 
tournaments out of the way, Tex-
as is settling into its identity 
this season.

“Everyone didn’t know what to 
expect because we’ve only been 
playing ourselves, and I think we 
were all pretty excited with what 
we came out with in the begin-
ning and are excited to carry it out 
throughout the rest of the season,” 
Bennett said. 

FOURSPRING
continues from PAGE 7continues from PAGE 7

BIG 12 continues from PAGE 7

SWIM continues from PAGE 7

ROAD continues from PAGE 7

Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan file photo

Defensive tackle Kheeston Randall lines up against Texas A&M on 
Nov. 25, 2010. 

suspended indefinitely for a DWI he 
incurred Sunday.

But really, it’s none of these 
things that has me worried about 
these Longhorns. As long as Barnes 
trusts J’Covan, I will continue to. 
And missing Lex hurts the team’s 
depth, but he should be back in a 
week or so.

No, what has me irked about Tex-
as is the funk it’s been in for the last 
week and a half. The Longhorns let 
an 18-point halftime lead against 
Baylor slip to four with a minute to 
play at home on Feb. 12 and looked 
undersized against Nebraska in a 
loss on Saturday.

But don’t look too much into the 
Nebraska loss. Yes, it’s scary to see 
Tristan Thompson become invisi-
ble, but even the best teams in the 
country lose one or two conference 
road games. The Cornhuskers are 
17-3 at home this season (how they 
managed to play all their noncon-
ference games at home is beyond 
me), and with Texas riding an 11-
game win streak, you could have 
made a case for a trap game.

I’m more concerned with Texas’ 
slow start in Tuesday’s game against 
Iowa State. 

Returning home and following 
its first conference loss of the sea-
son, Texas should have come out 
stronger than it did. The Long-
horns only scored four points in 
the final five minutes of the first 
half — they can’t have scoring 
droughts like that in the NCAA 
tournament. And entering the 
Iowa State game, Jordan Hamil-
ton was on a two-game, four for 
26 shooting slump — he can’t have 
shooting droughts like that either.

Making it far in the NCAA tour-
nament is all about momentum 
and teams hitting stride at the right 
time. Michigan State and Butler 
were five-seeds last season but rode 
upsets and clutch performances to 
the Final Four. Do the Longhorns 
have any of that in them? If so, 
enough to get to Houston?

I’m not saying this Texas team 
isn’t good. I’m just worried they 
won’t be great come tournament 
time. But if they are, feel free to 
correct me.

swim with the Longhorns still in 
second place.  

As his teammates began chant-
ing “Jostes, Jostes, Jostes,” senior 
Scott Jostes jumped into the water 
and created the turning point Tex-
as needed.

His time of 1:35.51 gave the 
Longhorns a commanding lead 
over A&M and sophomore Dax 
Hill increased that lead with a 
1:34.51. The team’s final time was 
6:21.67. Texas A&M followed 
with 6:24.74, and Missouri fin-
ished in 6:39.51. 

The day was a full team effort by 
the Longhorns.

“Our team is diverse, and that’s 
really nice,” Feigen said. “It’s nice 
to have all arrays of talent and ages 
come together, and it really helps 
team chemistry too. You don’t just 

have the seniors doing all the work 
or the freshmen being like the phe-
nomenon class. The freshmen and 
the sophomores are really fitting in 
and becoming part of a champion-
ship team, and that’s exactly what 
we want.”

Texas ended the day with 107 
points, Missouri with 117 and 
A&M in the lead with 122. Texas’ 
performance had the team excited 
for the rest of the week.

“Today was great, especially for 
this time of the year when not ev-
erybody is fully rested, fully ta-
pered. So it’s exciting to see us fi-
nally get to swim fast and to see 
the freshmen able to step up and 
really fill the seniors’ shoes, so to 
speak. It’s just a great start to the 
meet, great start to the week and 
great start to a taper season.”

Sogar jumped in the water second 
in the breaststroke and was fol-
lowed by fellow sophomore Kelsey 
Amundsen in the butterfly. Betha-
ny Adams swam freestyle in the an-
chor leg.

“We just went with who we 
thought were the four fastest swim-
mers on the team,” said head coach 
Kim Brackin. “The underclassmen 
are the heart of this team. They 
have some things to improve on but 
they swam well.”

The Longhorns got off to a great 
start with Moldenhauer giving them 
the lead after the first 50. A&M was 
able to take over the lead during 
the breaststroke portion of the race 
and continued to build on its lead 
throughout the butterfly and free-
style legs of the heat.

“It’s tough to lose, but I thought 
Lily was very impressive in starting 
us off with a great first 50,” Brack-
in said.

Despite losing to the Aggies, 
who finished with a final time of 
1:36:62, the Longhorns were able 
to make history.

The foursome’s time of 1:36:98 
set a team record for the Lee and 
Joe Jamail Texas Swimming Cen-
ter, easily surpassing the old time of 

1:37:40.
After a short break for a cou-

ple men’s events, the Texas women 
hopped back into the pool for the 
800 freestyle relay.

Having sat out the medley, team 
captain and five-time All-American 
Karlee Bispo was the first woman 
in the water for the Longhorns. Ju-
nior Katie Riefenstahl followed and 
senior Adrienne Woods swam the 
middle 400, while Samantha Tuck-
er anchored the team.

Bispo built up a lead and the re-
maining three held off the Aggies to 
give the Longhorns their first victo-
ry of the Big 12 Championships.

In the process of winning gold, 
the women’s 800-yard freestyle team 
also broke a pool record. Their time 
of 7:00:97 surpassed the former 
time of 7:01:64.

“You can’t argue with two school 
records, but we can definitely get 
better,” said Brackin. “We would 
love to rewrite the record board as 
the championships wear on.”

The team will look to contin-
ue their success today as the event 
schedule begins to pick up with 
three preliminary events in the 
morning and four final events in 
the evening.
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HOUSING RENTAL

349  Vacation Rental
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
CONDO $200/night 1 
bedroom or $275/night 2 
bedroom www.urentez.
com 

420 Unf. Houses

1/2 MILE TO 
CAMPUS

Nice 4Beds/2Baths for 
$1,800/mon. 5Beds/2Bath 
for $2,000/mon. Cel-
ling fans, Central AC/
Heat. Wash/Dryer. 3009 
Cherrywood Rd. Owner 
Pays water & Yard Care. 
Pre-Leasing for August. 
John/512-809-1336

HYDE PARK 3/2 CA/CH, 
W/D, deck, cats OK, no 
smokers, available now. 
$1600/month. 512-663-
7836 

425 Rooms

AVAILABLE 
IMMEDIATELY
central Austin, large qui-
et room in lovely home, 
share bath, $500+utili-
ties, near shuttle, per-
fect for grad student! 
352-284-0979

REAL ESTATE SALES
 

EMPLOYMENT

783 Internship
EDUCATION INTERN-
SHIP We are looking 
for Education Majors to 
help produce world class 
curriculum for a local 
tutoring company. Early 
Childhood, Secondary, 
and Special Education 
Majors. Contact Lisa 
Marie Flippin at 512-565-
5906. 

790 Part Time

FUN JOB, 
GREAT PAY!

Mad Science needs 
animated instructors to 
conduct entertaining 
hands-on, after-school 
programs and/or chil-
dren’s birthday parties. 
Must have dependable 
car and prior experience 
working with groups of 
elementary age children. 
We provide the training 
and equipment. If you 
enjoy working with chil-
dren and are looking to 
work only a few hours 
per week, this is the job 
for you! Pay: $25 - $35 
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-
1143 or website at www.
madscienceaustin.com

BARTENDING! 
$300/DAY 

POTENTIAL
No experience neces-
sary. Training provided. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext. 113

ALL STAR 
CHEER & 

GYMNASTICS
Expanding to a new 
14,000 sq ft facility. Enthu-
siastic talent needed for 
various positions:admin, 
gymnastics, cheer & 
dance instructors, com-
petitive team coordi-
nators, boys program, 
correct email- coach-
gretchen@hotmail.com
426-1990

791 Nanny Wanted
PART-TIME NANNY 
NEEDED! Part-time nan-
nies needed to work 20-
29 hrs/wk for families 
in Austin. Excellent pay 
$13-$16/hr!!

Must have childcare ref-
erences. Email resume 
to monica@mbfagency.
com. 512-381-3140 

800 General Help Wanted

STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM

Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On 
Surveys.

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.

       Self-serve, 24/7 on the Web at www.DailyTexanOnline.com
CLASSIFIEDS

THE DAILY TEXAN

       Self-serve, 24/7 on the Web at www.DailyTexanOnline.com

AD RUNS 

ONLINE FOR 

FREE!
word ads only

420 Unf. Houses 790 Part Time 810 Offi ce-Clerical

PARALEGAL 
CLERK 

TRAINEE
near UT. Will train. Cre-
ate form documents, 
assist clients, obtain 
state records, fax, fi le, 
proof. Flexible hours, ca-
sual dress. PT $11-12, FT 
$12-13 + benefi ts. www. 
LawyersAidService.com 
Apply online.

860 Engineering-Technical

SYSTEMS 
ADMIN/DATA-
BASE DVLPER
near UT. Troubleshoot, 
document, backups, 
programming, security, 
database development. 
FileMaker exp. a plus. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress, small offi ce, ben-
efi ts if long-term. www. 
LawyersAidService.com 
Apply online!

870 Medical

CLASSIFIEDSday, month day, 2008 3B

1

120 Houses

NOW PRELEASING
6/4.5 - $4200

Built in 2005

5/2 - $2700
Hyde Park, wood fl rs

4/2 - $2400
HOT TUB

4/3 - $3200
West Campus House

4/2 - $3000
North Campus House

2/1 - $1200
Pool/Yard

3/2 - $1900
Yard, Hardwood Floors

370 Apts

EFF. & 1-2-3-4-BDRMS
Now Preleasing!
Starting at $225 per RM.

Point South 
& Bridge Hollow 444-7536

• Gated 
Community

• Student Oriented
• On UT Shuttle 

Route
• Microwaves

• Sand & Water 
Volleyball

• Vaulted Lofts w/
Ceiling Fans

• 6 Min. to Down-
town & Campus

• Free DVD Library
• Spacious Floor 

Plans & Walk-in 
Closets

• 2 Pools w/
Sundecks

1910 Willow Creek - Models Available

AUSTIN 
APART. 
ASSOC. 

PROPERTY 
OF THE 
YEAR!

Pointsouthbridgehollow.com
Donors average $150 per specimen.

Apply on-line

www.123Donate.com

Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program

250 Musical Instruments

60%
OFF

SHEET 
MUSIC
INVENTORY 
BLOWOUT
1000s of Guitar Tabs, 

Sheets, & Song 
books 60% OFF

Alpha Music Center
1739 W. Anderson ln

477-5009
alphamusicaustin.com

MERCHANDISE

recycle

recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle RECYCLERECYCLEevery week

super tuesday 
COUPONS

every week

COUPONS

clip and save! PICK UP
OUR CAMPUS

MARCH 1
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lover of wine — as someone 
who can garner praise for pick-
ing out seemingly disgusting 
tastes and smells such as barn-
yard or leather paired with 
raspberries.

Regardless of how knowl-
edgeable oenophiles can be, 
wine preference is subjective; 
you just have to find one you 
enjoy.

However, that’s easier said 
than done in the wine world, 
since cheap brands available on 
the shelf now may not be there 
come summertime.

With beer or liquor, you can 
simply pick your favorite brand 
and leave it at that. Names like 
Budweiser and Maker’s Mark 
are distinguished in the world 
of alcohol as having consistent 
tastes associated with them.

Yet when it comes to wine, of-
ten you’re buying a bottle from 
the vineyard, not a separate dis-
tillery or brewery that purchas-
es hops or grains from else-
where. That means the prod-
uct directly depends upon the 
terroir — an all-encompassing 
French word that wine lovers 
use all the time to describe the 
conditions where the grape was 
grown. 

Since vineyards and winer-
ies have such a close relation-
ship, wine can often come with 
a higher price because of all the 
contributing factors.

The cheapest  wines  have 
vineyards anywhere, use a ma-
chine to pick every grape (good 
or bad) and bottle it up without 
much aging. If you want some-
thing great though, vineyards 
will carefully pair a specific 
type of grape with the soil and 
climate, then selectively pick 
the grapes and finally let the 
wine age in a particular type of 
wood barrel to give it the de-
sired character.

That’s extremely time con-
suming and expensive, and not 
to mention a change in climate 
destroying some crops. To top 
it all off, a vineyard might stop 
selling to work on another batch 
for a year or two. That’s why so 
many people talk and study the 
grapes or the regions more than 
brands.

Despite all the work involved, 
you don’t need to be swimming 
in expensive wine distinguished 
by discreet  French,  Ita l ian, 
Spanish and Portuguese regions 
to find your favorite grape or 
wine region.

There  are  tons  of  places 
around campus that offer free 
wine tastings. From Vino Vino 
on 45th and Guadalupe streets 
on Saturdays to Twin Liquors, 

next to H-E-B at 41st and Red 
River streets on Fridays, you 
could slosh your way around 
town this or any weekend go-

ing from one free tasting to the 
next.

“First things first, I’d recom-
mend going somewhere and talk 
to the [employees] about wine,” 
said Lexey Johnson, a server 
at Vino Vino who has worked 
with wines for 10 years. “We’re 
all in the service industry, and 
we like to drink wine and beer, 
believe me, but we don’t want to 
be put out either, and we want 
something decent.”

Once you’ve figured out your 
preferred grapes, try buying a 
nice screw-top, boxed wine or 
even a wine keg — recently ap-
proved for sale in Texas. While 
these have often been consid-
ered the bitter nectar of the dirt 
poor, there’s more to boxes and 
the screw-top than Franzia and 
Yellow Tail.

A cork-crazed wino’s argu-
ment is  that these vacuum-
sealed closures don’t have the 
same flavor because a cork al-
lows for a little bit of air to mix 
with the wine, causing it to age.

Anthony Bourdain, host of 
the foodie-fanatics traveling 
show “No Reservations,” notes 
in his 100th episode that screw-
tops aren’t going to get you laid 
after a date.

Regardless, Austin retailers, 
such as East End Wines, spe-
cialize in cheaper, great tasting 
wines. On the low end, ranging 
anywhere from $7 to $15, there 
are some great screw-top wines 
to share with friends.

That’s not to say that all non-
corked bottles are cheap, said 
East End Wines wine buyer 
Sam Hovland, but different clo-
sures can cut out other added 
costs of bottling, labeling and 
the possibility of a nasty cork-
tainted wine.

“It’s  not l ike most people 
have wine cellars these days,” 
Hovland said. “Most of these 
wines are consumed quickly af-
ter buying them, so the debate 
about aging doesn’t hold much 
water anymore.”

If you’re still not sure where 
to go, look for happy hours. It 
may seem obvious, but there 
are tons of daily, weekly or even 
monthly specials in most wine 
bars around town.

Whether it’s a half-off bottle 
night or a $10 wine flight that 
lets you try three fair-sized por-
tions of wine, there’s no need to 
spend so much for a bit of vino. 
All it takes is a little bit of re-
search beforehand.

their DJ sets. The sound of soul 
music lends itself better to the 
crisp, analog tones of vinyl. 

The event adds a different fla-
vor to the Austin music scene, 
looks into a large part of past 
American music and reintroduc-
es it to the mainstream. How-
ever, it’s not a museum exhib-
it. The New Day is a five-hour-
long dance party, pure and sim-
ple. Providing the dance cata-
lyst will be Haffner and Sears, 
known as DJs Coolhands and 
BSears respectively. In addition, 
every month will have a guest DJ 
flown in from across the coun-
try. This Saturday will feature 
David Griffiths, a New York-
based soul and funk DJ, record 
producer and vinyl collector. 

“A big part of the night is we’re 
championing something that is 
an inspiration to us,” Griffiths 
said. “I’m glad to see Brian and 
David put this together and sup-
port the night. All I can say is 
this type of music is a great type 
of music to go out and dance to. 
It sounds great. It feels good.”

The New Day began as the 
brainchild of Sears. As a stu-
dent at the University of Kansas, 
he was introduced to a soul DJ 
at a local radio station. Seeing 
the hundreds of classic soul vi-
nyl records lining the DJ’s walls, 
Sears took an immediate interest 
in soul and started building his 
collection of rare soul record-
ings. This passion culminated in 
holding an event similar to The 
New Day in Lawrence, Kan., 
last year. 

Moving to Austin at the end of 
last year, Sears met Haffner, the 
owner of Friends of Sound Re-
cords, through mutual friends. 
They immediately hit it off be-
cause of their shared love of soul 
music. The two decided to throw 
a soul dance party to bring the 
genre to a broader audience, and 
after seeing the success of these 
soul  dance part ies  through-
out the country, such as the one 
in Kansas, Sears and Haffner 
named the event after their af-
finity for the song “A New Day” 
by The Notations and also to cel-
ebrate Sears’ arrival in Austin.

Although many of the vinyls 
they play are the originals and 
worth hundreds of dollars, Sears 
and Haffner believe records are 
meant to be played. For them, 
when they stick the needle on 
one and let it play under the 
gaze of the spinning colored 
lights of a disco ball as people 
begin dancing, something mag-
ical happens. 

“Soul music is  about hav-
ing a good time with it,” Sears 
said. “People will go to a club 
and hear abrasive music. With 
soul, it’s just fun from back in 
the day that people can enjoy 
regardless of their age. At the 
event, we want people to expect 
to hear music they have nev-
er head of but [is] familiar be-
cause their sound has inf lu-
enced a lot of what we hear, And 
they can expect music to make 
them move.”

THE FAMILY THAT EATS TOGETHER

Shereen Ayub | Daily Texan Staff 

Leslie and Angela Bentinez play after having lunch with their aunt Braulia on Wednesday at Town Lake.

WINE continues from PAGE 12

SOUL
continues from PAGE 12

You don’t need to 
be swimming in 
expensive wine 

distinguished by 
discreet French, 
Italian, Spanish 
and Portuguese 

regions to find your 
favorite grape or 

wine region.
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YOU!
Are you ready for the biggest 
movie award event of the year?

Pick the winners correctly and

YOU COULD WIN
free movie tickets from 
The Daily Texan and 
Regal Entertainment Group

Grand Prize: 24 Free Regal Movie Passes!   
You can a friend can see a movie each month for a year.  

Also includes a fabulous movie prize pack!

Second Prize: 16 Free Regal Movie Passes
Third Prize: 5 Free Regal Movie Passes 

Brought to you by and

HOW TO ENTER & WIN:
1. Visit www.dailytexanonline.com/ 

contest.url
2. Select one nominated film from each of 8 

categories.
3. Print your selections for your reference and 

tune in to the big award show on Sunday 
night, February 27.

The winners will be selected from all correct answers in a drawing that will take place on Monday, February 28, 2011. The theatre guest complimentary 
pass is the property of Regal Entertainment Group. NOT VALID ON IMAX, 3-D OR SPECIAL EVENTS. The person using this ticket assumes all risk of 
a personal injury and loss or damage to property. Management may designate where holder is to be seated and reserves the right to revoke the 
license granted by this ticket at any time for any reason. Not for sale. No cash value.

The winners will be selected from all correct answers in a drawing that will take place on Monday, February 28, 2011. 
The theatre guest complimentary pass is the property of Regal Entertainment Group.

 NOT VALID ON IMAX, 3-D or special events CACTUS YEARBOOK PHOTO STUDIO

FEBRUARY 21 -  25  | 9 A.M. -  5 P.M.

HEARST STUDENT MEDIA BUILDING (HSM) 3.302

CALL 471.9190 FOR DETAILScactus yearbookc

TEXAS
STUDENT

MEDIA

THIS WEEK IS THE LAST WEEK TO HAVE YOUR 
PORTRAIT TAKEN FOR UT’S CACTUS YEARBOOK!

DON’T MISS YOUR LAST CHANCE 
TO BE A PART OF THE 2011 BOOK!

THIS IS IT!
CACTUS YEARBOOK
SPRING PHOTO STUDIO

FEBRUARY 21-25, 2011

UNDERCLASSMAN? JUST WALK IN!

SENIOR? MAKE AN APPOINTMENT!

CALL  471.9190
OR GO TO:

WWW.TAKEOURPICTURE.COM/CACTUS

a climate change solutions movie
[that doesn’t even care if you
believe in climate change]

a documentary by peter byck

carbonnationmovie.com
©2011 CLAYWAY MEDIA

“Excellent!”
–Gary Goldstein,

LOS ANGELESTIMES

“ENTERTAINING...ENDEARING
...AND EXCEPTIONAL.”
–THE HUFFINGTON POST

REGAL ARBOR CINEMA @ GREAT HILLS
9828 Great Hills Trail, Austin

(800) FANDANGO 684#

STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH
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Best Actor
Javier Bardem, “Biutiful”
Jeff Bridges, “True Grit”
Jesse Eisenberg, “The Social
Network”
Colin Firth, “The King’s
Speech” 
James Franco, “127 Hours”

Say what you will about the di-
versity of nominated films, just 
about all the major categories have 
been decided long ago starting with 
the Best Actor race. After Bridges 
walked his way to a career appreci-
ation win for his mediocre perfor-
mance in “Crazy Heart” and defeat-
ed the more deserving Colin Firth 
for “A Single Man,” every organiza-
tion has awarded Firth almost as an 
apology for last year. Whether or 
not Firth actually gave the best per-
formance this time around playing 
King George IV as he struggles with 
a stutter is beside the point. This 

category pretty much wrapped 
itself after Bridges walked off the 
stage at the 2010 Oscars.

Best Original Screenplay
“Another Year”
“The Fighter”
“Inception”
“The Kids Are All Right”
“The King’s Speech”

“The King’s Speech” will take 
the Original Screenplay along 
with it in the film’s sweep of the 
categories. It told an engaging 
tale of the story of King George 
IV’s trials with stuttering in the 
midst of World War II. The only 
screenplay that can match “The 
King’s Speech” in overall con-
sistency is “The Kids Are All 
Right,” a movie that may have 
flaunted its open-mindedness 
a tad too much for the Acade-
my’s tastes.

South By Southwest requires the same 
endurance needed to run a major mara-
thon, and like every good marathon run-
ner, training beforehand is crucial. Fortu-
nately, West By West Campus can be the 
first step toward getting in shape for the 
big event.

This Saturday, the 21st Street Co-op, 
House of Guys and Eden House Co-
op are kicking off this spring season of 
live music by throwing an all-day mu-
sic festival. With a lineup of more than 
30 bands and nearly 3,700 people con-
firmed to attend on Facebook, this festi-
val will be one of the largest single music 
events to take place in UT’s most popu-
lar neighborhood.

WXWC was founded last year by John 
Wittenmyer, a producer at Face Plant Stu-
dios. During the event’s inaugural year, an 
estimated 1,500 people attended and more 
than 15 bands were lined up to play.

The festival’s coordinator Tessa Hunt 
said the event ran very smoothly last 
year with no major complications or 
damages to the building. Although the 
festival is now almost double its origi-
nal size, the 21st Street Co-op’s elected 
residential officials are prepared to han-
dle the masses.

“Shows start at two in the afternoon, 
and to get people out early, we’re go-
ing to give out free hot dogs at one,” 
Hunt said.

Wittenmyer said this year’s festival 
will be full of unbelievable bands from 
a broad spectrum of different genres in-
cluding alternative, rock, folk and elec-
tronica. Headlining this year is Clyde and 
Clem’s Whiskey Business, a southern-
folk bluegrass band that has been per-
forming in Austin for nearly 10 years. 

Another headlining band performing 
is indie-pop band For Hours and Ours, 
which is expected to leak a few new songs 
from its upcoming album. This is the 

second year for the band to perform at 
WXWC. Henry Widener, the band’s lead 
vocalist and bass player, said that the pre-
vious year’s show was amazing, and he 
looks forward to playing again this year.

“WXWC has been really great for 
building the live music scene in the Uni-
versity area,” said Brendan Bond, the For 
Hours and Ours trumpet player.

Despite the popularity of WXWC, 
Hunt said that this may be the last year 
for the festival.

“Just like how Bill Watterson stopped 
writing Calvin and Hobbes while it was 
still funny, I want West By West Campus 
to end on a strong note,” Hunt said.

OSCAR OUTLOOKOUTLOOKOUTLOOK
‘King’s Speech’ favored to win
Best Actor, Original Screenplay

By Christopher Nguyen

Because of 
the efforts 
of Robert 
Camp, Tessa 
Hunt, John 
Wittenmyer, 
and Phil Aulie 
(left to right), 
West By West 
Campus has 
come to Austin 
for its second 
and perhaps 
final year. 

Ryan Edwards
Daily Texan Staff

Music festival set to rock West Campus
By William James
Daily Texan Staff
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Yesterday’s solution

Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the the fishes for ya!

SUD
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FOR
YOU

SUDOKUFORYOU
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The Cactus Yearbook is soliciting 
nominations for their Outstanding Student 
and Cactus Goodfellow Awards.  For your 

convenience, we have placed the 
nomination forms on the Cactus web page:

  http://www.utexas.edu/tsm/media/cactus/

 All rules and instructions are included, so 
all you have to do is either print the 

nomination form or pick up one at the 
William Randolph Hearst Building (HSM), 

25th and Whitis Avenue, Room 3.304.  
 

The deadline for nominations is Feb. 25th. 

Send us your applications today! 
If you have any questions, please call 

471-1084 for more information.

Recognizing 
extraordinary  UT students  

for over 75 years.

Outstanding Student
and 

Cactus Goodfellow
Awards

TABU
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Research and Burnet | 452-8228
NORTH BOUTIQUE

CENTRAL BOUTIQUE
1323 S. Congress Ave. | 443-7779

AU S T I N ’ S  M O S T 

Unique Boutique 
for 21 Years!

������������������
SWIMWEAR SEPARATES

LINGERIE • TOYS 

BACHELORETTE GIFTS

HOSIERY • PLUS SIZE

LIFE&ARTS12
Thursday, February 24, 2011   |   THE DAILY TEXAN  |   Amber Genuske, Life&Arts Editor  |  (512) 232-2209  |  dailytexan@gmail.com

Harmonizing high-pitched 
vocals whirl around the song. 
The instantly infectious lyrics 

pine for discovered, reunited or 
finished love. The hand drum-
ming and the picking of an elec-
tronic guitar build a wondrous 
melody. This is soul music.

T h i s  mu s i c ,  w i t h  s ong s 
unironically named “Ain’t Goin’ 
to Run No More” and “Time is 
Right for Love,” will be boom-
ing from the United States Art 
Authority this Saturday night at 
The New Day, a monthly event 
hosted by Friends of Sound Re-
cords. It’s not your typical West 
Campus party music and is not 
meant to be a typical party. 
Open to all ages, it will show-
case soul music from the ’60s 

to the ’80s, an era before au-
to-tune kidnapped every song, 
synths became commonplace 
and even before rap infiltrated 
the Top 40. 

Because the time period fea-
tured a prolific amount of soul 
music, an important part of the 
event is playing lesser-known 
artists, focusing on those be-
yond Aretha Franklin. More-
over, David Haffner and Brian 
Sears of Friends of Sound Re-
cords pride themselves on play-
ing collected, genuine vinyl re-
cords rather than digital files in 

Weekend
dt

WEEKEND
Low-priced wines,
alternative brands
not in lousy taste

Trent Lesikar | Daily Texan Staff

Brian Sears (DJ BSears), and David Haffner (DJ Coolhands), spin soul records at Spiderhouse on the 
last Saturday of every month. This month’s party includes guest DJ David Griffiths of Daptone and 
Kay-Dee Records. 

United States Art Authority 
hosts retro soul music event

Photo illustration by Shereen Ayub | Daily Texan Staff 

Inexpensive wine not only satisfies the taste buds, but the wallet 
as well. Despite notions that a higher price correlates to better 
taste, many people prefer the taste of affordable wine.

Editor’s note: This is the sec-
ond of a three-part series exploring 
cheap ways to try fine beer, wine 
and spirits.

Good, cheap wine — the 
three words put together may 
seem as dysfunctional as try-
ing to bash a square peg into 
the round hole of an old Fish-
er-Price playset.

Nevertheless, enjoyable and 
inexpensive wine does exist.

Ignore some of  the Old 
World elitism that’s codified 
and coddled various stereo-

types, and you can easily find 
a gem without going broke for 
the red, white or bubbly.

First and foremost among 
the wine stereotypes is that 
there are object ively good 
wines out there. This is perpet-
uated by the complementary 
image of a wine snob who la-
bels such things as ultimately 
good or bad.

“We recognize [other culture 
snobs] as grotesques, at best eu-
phemizing them as ‘intense;’ at 
worst calling them out as scary 
nutjobs,” wrote David Kamp 
and David Lynch in “The Wine 
Snob’s Dictionary.”

Kamp and Lynch go on to 
paint a caricature of your typ-
ical oenophile — Latin for 

WHAT: The New Day: Austin Soul 
Party

WHERE: The United States Art 
Authority

WHEN: Saturday, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m

WEB: austinsoulparty.com

TICKETS: $4 at the door

Worst Tattoo in Austin Contest
WHERE: Red 7 Nightclub 
WHEN: Tonight, 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
COST: $5

In an evening dedicated to 
permanent misspellings, odd ink 
and all-around bad ideas, Austin’s 
finest will have the chance to show 
off their terrible tattoos. More than 
$1,000 in prizes will be awarded 
in the following categories: 
weirdest, most poorly done, heavily 
regretted, career-ending and all-
around worst tattoo. Registration 
is open tonight from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Red 7. And if one mistake wasn’t 
bad enough, the prize package 
of the grand winner includes free 
tattooing.

New Wave Ball 2011
WHERE: The Parish
WHEN: Friday, 8 p.m. to 2 a.m.
COST: $20 General admission; $100 
VIP

Rewind to the ’80s in this annual 
dance party thrown by the Austin 
Children’s Shelter to support 
abused and neglected children. 
DJ Christian Barbuto will spin old-
school jams while photographer 
Annie Ray works the photo booth. 
There will also be a costume 
contest.

The Kids Are Alright Fest
WHERE: The Mohawk
WHEN: Saturday 2:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.
COST: $10

Gaming, music and athleticism 
come together in a medley of 
performances from local bands, 
skateboarding battles, Halo 
contests and interactive demo 
panels by members of the gaming 
community. Performers include 
Riverboat Gamblers, Motel Aviv and 
The Frontier Brothers. Tickets are 
available at the door or buy online 
at thekidsarealrightfest.com.

THIRSTY 
THURSDAY

By Gerald Rich

By Christopher Nguyen
Daily Texan Staff

WINE continues on PAGE 9

SOUL continues on PAGE 9


