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WARSAW 568

SEPTEMBER 9.

LIM D I S

1. I AM AWARE OF POLEMIC ASPECTS OF CHICOM LETTER BUT
AM RELUCTANT GO TO EXTENT OF FORMAL REJECTION AND RETURN OF

THEIR REPLY. VIRTUALLY ALL OUR MEETINGS WITH CHINESE HERE
IN WARSAW AND EARLIER IN GENEVA HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED IN
ATMOSPHERE OF POLEMICS AND INVECTIVE WHICH UNDER ANY NORMAL
CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD BE GROUNDS FOR U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO
WALK OUT OF MEETINGS. CHICOM OPENING STATEMENT IN MEETING
SEPT. 7 FILLED WITH ATTACKS AND SLANDERS AGAINST U.S. WHICH,
IF MADE TO ME BY POLISH GOVT OFFICIAL WOULD BE TOTALLY UNAC-
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CEPTaBLE AND GROUNDS FOR MY INSTANT PROTEST.

2. we have accepted this in past, however, as one aspect of
DEALING WITH CHICO IS IN THIS ADMITTEDLY EXTRAORDINARY, SEMI-
DIPLOMATIC CONTACT. SO LONG AS GENERAL PURPOSE OF CONTACT
CONTINUES USEFUL, I AM PREPARED TO ACCEPT CHICOM POLEMICS
as part of the game.

3. CHICOM LETTER, IT SEEMS TO ME, FALLS WITHIN SAME
"EXTRAORDINARY" CHARACTER. WHAT WE WOULD AND COULD NOT
ACCEPT FROM COUNTRY WITH WHICH WE HAVE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
DOES NOT AND SHOULD NOT NECESSARILY CARRY OVER INTO THIS
BIZARRE U.S.-CHICOM LINK HERE.
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4. I WOULD ALSO SUGGEST POSSIBILITY THAT IN THEIR STRANGE
"Til FOR TAT" APPROACH TO DIPLOMACY IF WE REJECT THEIR

LETTER, CHICOMS MIGHT DECIDE RETURN OUR LETTER TO THEM ON

GEMINI SHOT WHICH HANDED TO THEM YESTERDAY. AS YOU AWARE,
THEY HAVE IN PAST ACCEPTED OUR NOTIFICATIONS AND WITH THIS,
AT LEAST MORAL OBLIGATION TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR RETURN
OF ASTRONAUTS IN CASE OF EMERGENCY. I WOULD BE RELUCTANT
TO RISK PRECIPITATING POSSIBLE REJECTION OF OUR LETTER OF

NOTIFICATION, AND I HAVE NO DOUBT THEY COULD FABRICATE GROUNDS
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FOR DOING SO, BY RETURNING THEIR LETTfcR ON DISARMAMENT AT
PRESENT TIME.

5. I THEREFORE STRONGLY URGE DEPT RECONSIDER INSTRUCTION
TO RETURN CHICOM LETTER.

GP-3.

GRONOUSKI
BT

NOTE: Advance copy to S/S-0 7:10 a.m., September 9.

Passed White House, USIA 7:10 a.m., September 9.


