* July 8, 1968 |

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM KATZENBAC 5

SUBJECT: Polish Jews and@m) 7@4‘4 ?/L‘Z‘/w

- I have learned chat Congressman Farbstein intends,*
"within the next few days, to offer an amendment to the
Foreign Aid Bill withdrawing MFN from Poland, He will '
argue that Poland ﬁo.longer deserves prefergnttal'tariff
treatment because of Governmenc-inapired anti-Semitism, -
- Unlessywe take immediate action, I expect the amendment'
kD pass; This would be unfortunate because:
== It could lead the Polish GOVefnmeht to more
restrictive measures against Jews,
Tt would harm our relations wiﬁh'Poland, and
 make it extremely digficult to return MFN
treatﬁent to Poland in the future,
- Ic'would limit the powers of the President.
I have talked to Herman Edelsberg, of B'nai B'rith,
who 18 one of the Jewilsh leaders encouraging Fafbsceiﬁ :
'to‘infroduce the améndment. He, in turn, has talked to

”""Myer Feldman and other Jewiah leaders. Edelsberg tells

‘me that Farbstein 15 too far -down . the toad now. to pull

3;back. But he also says that he and his colleagues can .
]
' probably prevenc passage of the amendment (by avoiding
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a'roll cd@l'vote) if he ééﬁ assure proponenté of the

measure (including Fagbstein) that there will be a

strong Presidential statement-~within the?nekt'severalrmm»amga

: week%pnbut after the Foreign Aid Bill has passed--
condemning anti—SemLtiem in Poland.

Although 1 am not sure the amendment can be blocked,
I.think this tactic is well worth the effort. A |
Pfesiden:ial statement would be pqlitically useful

at home, and far less harmful to our relations with

{7 Poland and to the well=being of Polish Jews than would -

 congressional action withdrawing MPN, If the Jewish
fﬁhﬂme;fi leaders cannot prevent passage of the amendment, ghere
' ~, 1fwill be no need for a Presidential statement. -

_ ~ If you agree, I will tell Edelsberg that you are
:j;;prepared to make a public statement of concern about
}'T'the plight of Jewa in Poland. (You could do this: - 1)’
Qﬂ'-..at a press conference, 2) before a group of Jewish

°

fwleaders, or 3) in reeponse to a letter-=which we would

55.1_ca11 in the Polish Ambassador and explain co him :hat: }‘
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"'-"ifgenefate"ft"-’m a group of Jewish leaders,) I also weald
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[ 0. == Wewlll try to head off withdrawal of MFN,

§ ‘ e ; 4;;', o ‘ but the responaibility for the public outery

é ji_.ji;;@tf_ 'Tf\, - which this amendment represents ‘rests whollyxsd,*tkthav‘
é“?'" - éi: .;H' " - on the shoulders of the PolishyGovernment.

?;“”ee”.n ﬂ; . _ «w The Pres%ﬂent has decided that, if we are

i : L able to érevent MFN withdfawal, he must .

% ‘ ”*aJ Q”f iff", ' igsue a strong statement coneemning anti- |

At that time there will be no wey to pre-

be in the interests of neither of us.
:1Draft Presidential statement follows:
"For many generations the American and Polish peoples W
have shared common aapirations for human rights and

i d1gnity. -High among these rights stand freedom of 7J'J'.:j7

; on origin.'if ',».“

We know the human auffening that follows the'"
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Semitism in Poland. : , : ' o '.E‘fisw~

: g-.'If the Polish Government fails to heed our é
‘warning, the MFN issue will certainly come é
up again in the next session of Congress. - :

vent the passage of an amendment which would - -f.i;ji

'”;wlsuppression and violetion 65 these righ:a. . "“&..§4; ;x-jgéi




3:fﬂ.:.;;' " Like millions of other Amerieana, 1 have read_with

. deep concern of recent developments in Poland. These ‘t b
'ﬁvffi%f~“ reporte make it clear that many of the relatively few" “‘w-~na4“r_ o
Jews left in Poland now 'Live in uncertainty and fear. |

! . ;ﬂ : Actions by the Poliah Government, whatever may have been
jf;'g‘ﬁ,}ilr”A :heir purpose and motivation, have resulted in the 'l ;" QE

dismissal from positions not only in Government but in

profeasional 1ife of people of Jewlsh faith or origin. i ;-ﬁ‘?

..The world neede no .veminder of how anti~Semitism

o b 2T

;tf‘ can apread 1ike a pestilence, leaving horror and tragedy
in ite wake, . . : 4'.;-;f_

'\ The lessons of history remain too vivid and too

h‘ﬂ stark to ever. again permit civilized nations to make

. innocent men the victims of political stratagems or _} -75\.;*;f}=2
Em&neuveting. Together with my countrymen, I condemn -  ‘.; .
1antL-Sem1t1sm'wherever 4 may exist whatever form ic- ‘ .
. mey take, whatever it may. be called, I call on the ‘ '1£3f5f2a é:.;..

o

fPolish Government, and on men of good will everywhere,-f , J;'{f?: L
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