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Campus mourns loss of Harrison Brown

By Kayla Meyertons
@kemeyertons

Harrison Brown, 19,
wasn't only a UT student —
he was a musician, a son, a
brother and a kind friend.

On Monday afternoon,
Brown, an undeclared
freshman, was killed in an
on-campus stabbing out-
side Gregory Gymnasium.
Three other students were
injured in the incident.

Austin Bishop Joe
Vasquez led a memorial
mass for Brown, a practic-
ing Catholic, at the Univer-
sity Catholic Center Tues-
day night. All members of
the UT community were
welcome, filling the church
to capacity with some
standing at the back.

Radio-television-film
freshman Kate Salkowitz,
a close friend of Brown,
said he was always a force
of positivity.

3

“He had the goofiest
smile,” Salkowitz said. “He
was always the one in a
room with a lot of people
where you’re trying to tell
a story and no one was
listening, (but) he would
lean out and poke his head

Infographic by Elizabeth Jones |

UTPD
receives
reports

May 1,

By Catherine Marfin

@catherinemarfin

Rumors ran rampant on
social media Monday after-
noon after a UT student as-
saulted other students in an
attack that left one dead and
three injured. The follow-
ing is a 24-hour breakdown
of events from the time
the UT Police Department
received the report to the
University press conference
Tuesday morning.
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1:46 p.m. - UTPD re-
ceives reports of an indi-
vidual assaulting a student
with a large, Bowie-style
hunting knife in front of
Gregory Gym.

1:48 p.m. - UTPD of-
ficers respond to the scene
and arrest the suspect,
21-year-old biology ju-
nior Kendrex White, in

Daily Texan Staff

around people and be so
excited to listen to what you
were saying.”

Born in Graham, Tex-
as, Brown was a passion-
ate musician who played
numerous instruments. A
video of Brown singing and

k|
A
g
playing the guitar to “T’ll
Be” by Edwin McCain has
hit more than 500,000 views
on Facebook.

Neuroscience
man Andre Ribeiro said

fresh-

he met Brown on the
first day of class last

APD
claimed
no further

Campus
victim filed
report

confirmed
no further

semester,andthetwobecame
friends instantly.
“Whenever he walked
into a room, even if the
mood in a room was sad, he
would just turn it around
completely,” Ribeiro said. “I
could hear his laugh from

Man declared
dead on 27th
& Nueces

Brown ID’d as
on-campus
victi

APD released
West Campus
stabbing

Suspect reported to
heve mental health

Juan Figueroa | Daily Texan Staff
Chancellor William McRaven prays at a memorial mass for
Undeclared freshman Harrison Brown held at the Univer-
sity Catholic Center on Tuesday night. Brown was killed in
an on-campus stabbing outside of Gregory Gymnasium on
Monday. Flowers were placed on the picnic tables outside of
Gregory gym in memory of Brown.

across the room. I didn’t
have to know he was there.
He was just like a presence
that filled the room”
Physics freshman Ste-
phen Wilhelm said Ribeiro
introduced Brown to his
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Joint
conference
with APD,

issues UTPD

May 2

2017: Breakdown of campus tragedy

Jester Center. Of the four
student victims, one was
pronounced  dead  on
the scene.

2:14 p.m. - UT sends
out an official emergency
alert to students almost 30
minutes after the report,
which said there was “crim-
inal activity with an injury,”
and that the suspect had
been taken into custody.

2:50 p.m. - Students and
faculty evacuate Moody
College of Communication
after bomb threat rumors.
A sign hangs from Moody
Sky Bridge reading “Tuition
Pays for Bombs.”

3 p.m. - Another stab-
bing occurs on 26th and
Nueces Streets. The Austin
Police Department later
said the male victim, a UT
student, got into a confron-
tation with an unknown
man after he observed him
threaten a woman with a

knife. The student sustained
a stab wound to the leg.

3:06 p.m. - Moody Col-
lege of Communication
announces via Twitter that
Belo Center for New Media
is open and no imminent
threat exists.

3:14 p.m. - Provost
Maurie Mclnnis announc-
es via email that all classes
and events are canceled for
the day.

3:30 p.m. - UTPD holds
press conference regarding
on-campus stabbing.

4:24 p.m. - APD an-
nounces via Twitter that the
24th and 26th Street inci-
dents as rumored on social
media were not credible
and there were no ongoing
threats to campus.

4:33 p.m. - The victim
of 26th Street stabbing re-
ports the incident to APD
from St. David’s Hospital,
an hour and a half after the

incident occurred.

4:57 p.m. - School dis-
trict officials in Graham,
Texas, identify undergrad-
uate studies freshman Har-
rison Brown as the on-cam-
pus stabbing fatality victim.

5:21 p.m. - APD an-
nounces via Twitter there are
no further threats to campus
and advises students to only
accept information from
official sources, an hour af-
ter the 26th Street stabbing
was reported.

6:30 p.m. - A Universi-
ty safety alert says none of
the prior social media ru-
mors were credible and that
there are no further threats
to campus.

8:15 p.m. - APD and
Austin-Travis County
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices respond to a check
welfare call at an apartment
building on 27th and Nuec-
es Streets. Thirty minutes

later, paramedics declare a
man presumed to be in his
early 20s dead.

9:38 p.m. - APD releas-
es incident report about
26th Street stabbing via
Twitter, five hours after the
initial report. APD asks
for public’s assistance in
identifying suspect.
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7:38 a.m. - The Austin
American-Statesman  re-
ports that White suffered
from mental health issues
and the stabbing was likely
not a targeted attack.

10 a.m. - The University
holds a joint press confer-
ence with UTPD and APD.
UTPD Chief David Carter
said White was not target-
ing individuals with Greek
life affiliations as rumored
on social media the previ-
ous day. Carter explained
that the audible emergency

siren was not used, because
White was taken into custo-
dy almost immediately and
no ongoing threat existed
on campus.

APD Chief Brian Man-
ley said White was booked
and charged with murder,
and that additional assault
charges are to come.

Manley said there is no
link between the 26th Street
stabbing and the on-cam-
pus stabbing. Manley also
apologized on behalf of
the department for failing
to inform the community
earlier that the 26th Street
stabbing did occur.

Manley said the body
APD responded to in West
Campus on Monday eve-
ning was also unrelated to
both stabbing incidents,
and that there was noth-
ing suspicious about the
individual’s death.

SG urges

By Mikaela Cannizzo
& Rajya Atluri
@mikaelac16
@rajyaatluri

UT  Student Govern-
ment members, in coordi-
nation with the University,
are encouraging students
to prioritize their health
and safety despite concerns
about exams and classes
following the on-campus
stabbing Monday.

SG addressed students
with a Facebook post Tues-
day morning that provided
Google documents outlining
a process for requesting ex-
cused absences from profes-
sors, as well as a suggested
email template to use when
contacting them.

“The tragedy on our cam-
pus has shaken so many
of us SG said in a state-
ment included in the post.

importance of mental health

“At a time when we are
mourning, many students
are facing a challenging
schedule this week. ... You
should not have to choose
between your safety and your
academic standing”

The documents encourage
students to explain their per-
sonal situations to professors
and ask for support during an
emotionally draining time.
Students are also encouraged
to tell professors they will
make up missed assignments
and return to class as soon
as possible.

Eric Saldanha, SG internal
financial director, said SG was
compelled to post the doc-
uments online after hearing
from students who were deal-
ing with academicissues while
still coping with the loss of a
fellow student.

“We definitely felt like
we needed to communicate

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff

Sonia Reagins-Lilly, center, vice president for student affairs and
dean of students, extended the pass/fail deadline to May 5.

about some of the resources
they have at their disposal,
said Saldanha, a business
honors and government se-
nior. “We all felt like if they
were uncomfortable going
to class, we wanted to pri-
oritize their mental health

and safety”
University poli-
cy does not require fac-

ulty and staff to honor
these requests for ex-
cused absences. However,
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passed a resolution in mem-
ory of undergraduate studies
freshman Harrison Brown
Tuesday evening.

On Monday afternoon,
an attacker killed Brown in
an on-campus stabbing near
Gregory Gymnasium.

Four alumni who worked
with Browns older broth-
er John Brown during their
shared time in SG raced to
submit Assembly Resolution
11 before SG’s final meeting
of the semester last night. SG
fast-tracked the resolution,
which was submitted less than
two hours before the assembly
meeting began, so it could be
approved and sent to Brown's
family as soon as possible.
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SG fast-tracks Brown memorial resolution

The authors of AR 11
reached out to Universi-
ty-Wide Representative
Charlie Bonner to have the
resolution placed before SG
that night.

“I was honored that they
asked me to be a part of this
for Harrisons family, said
Bonner, a Plan II and gov-
ernment junior. “It made the
situation a lot closer to home
the more I got to learn about
him and what a vital part of
this campus community that
he was”

Bonner said this resolution
is one small tribute SG can
give to Browns family and
the student body before they
break for the summer.

“One of the most import-
ant roles that the student as-
sembly has is speaking for the
student body, especially when
we have tragedies like the one

that occurred (Monday),
Bonner said.
Student Body President

Alejandrina Guzman said she
wants this resolution to show
the student body and Brown’s
family, friends and loved ones
they are not alone.

“(AR 11) leaves a legacy of
a life that was tragically taken
away from us,” said Guzman,
Mexican-American  studies,
government and Plan II hon-
ors senior. “I think this really
serves as a light for everyone
on campus.”

In the coming weeks, Guz-
man said SG will be working
on more tangible ways to hon-
or Browns legacy and reassure
students of their safety.

The SG assembly also passed
AR 10, which supports form-
ing a Methane Emissions
Working Group to work with
UT System administrators.

The authors said this resolution
serves as a follow-up to a reso-
lution last semester that asked
Chancellor William McRaven
to reduce methane emissions
on System-owned lands.

“Its a problem every

Ann Morris | Daily Texan Staff

Rep. Charles Bonner spoke for campus stabbing victim Harri-
son Brown’s family Tuesday night in the last SG meeting.

single day that emissions are
still rising,” said nursing rep-
resentative Kelsey Mumford,
a nursing and biology senior.
“We want to give this com-
mittee the chance to research
this problem.

THE DAILY TEXAN

This issue of The Daily Texan is valued at $1.25

Permanent Staff
Editor-in-Chief . .. ... Alexander Chase
Associate Editors . . . . .Michael Jensen, Janhavi Nemawarkar, Khadija Saifullah, Caleb Wong
Managing Editor ............ Akshay Mirchandani
Associate Managing Editors ... ... Eva Frederick, Michelle Zhang
News Editor. ... Ellie Breed
Associate News Editor. ..............ooiiiii Forrest Milbum
News Desk Editors....... . .Matthew Adams, Will Clark, Hannah Daniel, Sunny Kim, Wesley Story
SENIOr REPOMETS ...t Claire Allbright, Mikaela Cannizzo, Lisa Dreher,
... Anusha Lalani, Catherine Marfin, Kayla Meyertons

Senior Investigative REPOMET. ... ... ... ove e Van Nguyen
Copy Desk Chief ... ..uee e Kasey Salisbury
Associate Copy Desk Chiefs . .Jaree Campbell, Vanessa Martinez, Bella McWhorter, Colin Traver
Design Editor ... Elizabeth Jones
Associate Design Editor . Megan McFarren
Senior Designers . ... , Sunnie Lee, Rena Li
Photo EQIOT . ... Zoe Fu
Associate Photo Editor. ..........oovviii Emmanuel Briseno, Gabriel Lopez
Senior Photographer ... .Juan Figueroa, Joshua Guerra, Mary Pistorius, Briana Vargas, Rachel Zein
Video BOHOM ... ..o Monica Silverio
Senior Videographer . . . ... Thomas Negrete, Faley Goyette

Science&Tech Editor. ...........
Associate Science&Tech Editors. . .
Senior Science&Tech Reporters . . .
Forum Editors.................

....................... Zia Lyle
................. Julianne Hodges, Kate Thackrey
...Sarah Bloodworth, Angela Kang, Freya Preimesberger
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Jordan Shenhar, Emily Vernon
......... Emma Bernadier, Alyssa Fernandez, Sam Groves,
.. Noah M. Horwitz, Josephine MacLean, G. Elliott Morris
................................ Mae Hamilton

Life&Arts Editor. ............

Associate Life&Arts Editor. . Daisy Wang, Morgan O'Hanlon
Senior Life&Arts Writers Stephen Acevedo, Acacia Coronado, Chris Duncan, Justin Jones
Sports Editor. . ... ... Tyler Horka
Associate Sports Edit .. Sydney Rubin
Senior Sports Witers .. Alex Briseno, Steve Helwick,Vanessa Le, Shane Lewis
Comics Editor............ Audrey McNay
Associate Comics Editor . .. Victoria Smith, Melanie Westfall

Senior Comics Artists. ... ... Geovanni Casillas, Albert Lee, Bixie Mathieu, Jacky Tovar

Social Media EO . ... ..o Stephanie Martinez-Amdt

Editorial AQVISEY. .. ... Peter Chen
Issue Staff

REPOMENS ... Rajya Atluri, Rachel Cooper, London Gibson, Chase Karacostas

Life8Arts Writers. . ..
Sports Writers. . ...
Columnists ...
Copy Editors.. ...
Designer ...

.................................. Michael Garcia, Chris Peck

................... Wills Layton
.............................. Alina Agha, Emma Berdanier
.Elizabeth Huang, Susana Lugo, Kelsey Machala, Taylor Presley
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Renee Koite, Maya Haws-Shaddock

COMICS ATEISES. .+ et Mia Batts, Laura Moyer
Photographers ...........ouii Yifan Lyu, Ann Morris
Business and Advertising
(512) 471-8590 | advertise@texasstudentmedia.com
DIIBCIOT . e Gerald Johnson
Business/Operations Manager .. .. Frank Serpas IIl
Advertising Manager .......... .. Emily Cohen
Assistant Advertising Manager ... ... Colten Crist
Account Executives . ry, Monica Taylor
Product Manager . ... Stephen Salisbury
Senior Graphic Designer Amanda O'Brien
Production .. Zac Crofford

The Daily Texan, a student newspaper at The University of Texas at Austin, is published by Texas Student Media, 2500 Whitis
Ave., Austin, TX 78712. The Daily Texan is published daiy, Monday through Friday, during the regular academic year and is
published once weekly during the summer semester. The Daily Texan does not publish during academic breaks, most Federal
Holidays and exam periods. News contributions will be accepted by telephone (471-4591), or at the editorial ofice (HSM 2.120).
Entire contents copyright 2017 Texas Student Media.

The Daily Texan Mail Subscription Rates

One Semester (Fall or Spring) $60.00
Two Semesters (Fall and Spring) $120.00
Summer Session $40.00
One Year (Fall, Spring and Summer) $150.00

To charge by VISA or MasterCard, call 471-5083. Send orders and address changes to
Texas Student Media, P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713-8904.

05/03/17

..Wednesday, 12 p.m. Thursday..

Monday, 12 p.m.
..Thursday, 12 p.m. Friday....... Tuesday, 12 p.m.
Friday, 12 p.m. Classified Word Ads

tam.
(Last Business Day Prior to Publication)

THE
DAILY

TEXAN

NEWSCAST

LISTEN
FRIDAYS
AT
5 p.W.

BROWN

continues from page 1

friend group, and they be-
came close friends this
past semester.

“If you had to give him
a spirit animal, it would be
a golden retriever puppy,
Wilhelm said. “He was just
always excited about liter-
ally everything ... (and) he
was genuinely one of the
nicest people I've ever met.”

Radio-television-film
freshman Ryan  Wright
said Brown consistently
cared about how his friends
were doing and how their
days went.

“Harrison was the most
caring, positive and opti-
mistic guy I have probably
ever met,” Wright said. “It’s
just such a shame because
he did not deserve anything
like this. What he stood

for is just pure love and
pure care”

Wright said he and Brown
had similar interests in
music and clothing.

“I'm going to miss (him
singing) the most,” Wright
said. “He would just go on
random tangents of him

singing He was defi-
nitely going to make it big
one day”

A GoFundMe account
created Monday for the
Brown family surpassed its
goal of $100,000 on Tues-

day, reaching $112,180
from 3,584 donors at
press time.

Both Ribeiro and Wright
said Brown always seemed
to have bad luck, but
he remained optimistic
about everything.

“He was always wrecking
his moped and losing his
wallet or keys,” Wright said.

“(But) it would never mat-
ter to him?”

Ribeiro said Brown was
never concerned with mate-
rial things that most people
worry about.

“He was worried about
making relationships with
people and being the kind-
est person I've ever known,”
Ribeiro said.

Larry Rice, director of
the University Catholic
Center, said the on-campus
tragedy has shaken the UT
community to its core.

“Our friend and our
brother, Harrison, joined
us here at the Lords ta-
ble during his too-brief of
time with us,” Rice said.
“Our connection to him
(and) our unity with him as
part of the body of Christ,
we believe, is something
that endures from today
into eternity.”

HEALTH

continues from page 1

Soncia Reagins-Lilly, vice
president for student affairs
and dean of students, said
the Provost Office has asked
faculty members to be flex-
ible and understanding of
student needs.

“We ask students to work
with their faculty and their
advisors if they are in need
of accommodations,” Re-
agins-Lilly said in an email.

Following Monday’s in-
cidents, Saldanha said ac-
ademic advisers have sent
student concerns directly to
deans of individual colleges.
According to  University
procedures, academic prob-
lems are usually addressed
by the course instructor and
department  chair  before

‘

“(The extension is) the kind of action
that will give students the environment

that they need to navigate the academic
situation some of them may be in ...

being sent to the dean.

“Rather than having to
kind of go through the bu-
reaucracy that is typical in a
situation like this, we really
tried to work with the Pro-
vost’s office to streamline the
process,” Saldanha said.

SG leaders met Tues-
day morning with the Pro-
vost and Dean of Students
Offices to further provide
academic support to stu-
dents. Reagins-Lilly sent an
email to students Tuesday
afternoon extending the pass/

—Eric Saldanha,
SG internal financial director

fail deadline for a class to May
5. According to the spring
2017 academic calendar, the
previous date for this was
April 3.

“We really pushed them to
take more action and we’re
really glad they did in that
message to students today,
Saldanha said. “(The exten-
sion is) the kind of action that
will give students the environ-
ment that they need to navi-
gate the academic situation
that some of them may be in
right now”
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Courtesy of Dhiraj Murthy

Members of the Computational Media Lab tour the Texas Advanced Computer Center, which they use to process data from

social media platforms.

New lab uses data to analyze social media

By Rachel Cooper
@rachelcoopa

The Computational
Media Lab, a new project
from the School of Jour-
nalism, is combining com-
puter science and social
media to analyze millions
of  tweets,  Facebook
comments and more.

The lab is currently
working on three projects
including one analyzing
3 million tweets with the
word “Trump” from Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s first
30 days in office. The oth-
er two projects will explore
Facebook comments on
Trump and Democratic
presidential candidate Hil-
lary Clinton’s pages during
the election, and analyze
tweets with the hashtag

#WomenCanStopTrump.

Director Dhiraj Murthy
said the lab uses data from
social platforms to ana-
lyze social, political and
economic issues.

“By collaborating across
all those different disci-
plinary perspectives, we
can look at really big ques-
tions that we wouldn’t be
able to do from one little
perspective,” Murthy said.
“I think the big picture (of
the lab) is a platform for us
to use advanced computa-
tional methods to be able
to analyze pressing social
issues of our time.”

The lab was found-
ed in the Belo Center for
New Media this January
by Murthy, an associate
professor of journalism
and sociology. The lab is

composed of a team of fac-
ulty and graduate students
from the Moody College of
Communication who work
with the Texas Advanced
Computer Center to pro-

cess the large amounts
of data.
Journalism graduate

student Jeremy Shermak,
a lab researcher, said he
thinks it will become one of
the top research centers for
computational media in
the country.

“Being part of journal-
ism is kind of interesting
because it gives us the
power to look at all this
big data through the lens
of journalism,” Shermak
said. “Considering all the
issues that are occurring
right now in journalism,
like fake news and a lot

of hostility toward the
press, being able to mine
this data allows us to tell
a much broader view of

the story”
Project manager Kelsey
Whipple, a journalism

graduate student, said the
team is already getting re-
sults from their data pro-
cessing, but the time it will
take to analyze the results
is unpredictable. Whipple
said she is excited to work
with a collaborative team
and learn from Murthy.

“I think the most ex-
citing thing to me is not
only do I get to work with
a really fantastic profes-
sor who is an expert in
these things, but later on
I'll be prepared to do this
by myself without him,”
Whipple said.

CAMPUS

Racist flyers appear
on campus Tuesday

By London Gibson
@londongibson

Flyers containing a rac-
ist message and image
were found on campus
yesterday, according to
posts on social media.

The flyers depicted a
caricature of a black man
holding a knife along-
side the words “Around
blacks never relax”
The flyers also con-
tained the web address
for the Daily Stormer, a
neo-Nazi website.

Erica Saenz, associate
vice president for commu-
nity and external relations,
said the University has
been notified about the
flyers and is currently in
the process of responding
to the issue and removing
them from campus. Saenz
said the flyers have been
reported to the Office of
the Dean of Students for
further investigation in
accordance with the Uni-
versity’s Hate and Bias
Incidents Policy enacted
in March.

“The words and ideas
contained on the flyers
were hateful, divisive and
run counter to the values
of our university, Saenz
said in an email. “They
will be taken down.”

A Facebook post by a
UT student said a flyer was
found on an emergency
call box near the Littlefield
Fountain, although the
exact number and loca-
tions of the flyers around
campus is unknown.

Education senior De-
nise Zamora said the flyers
are a misguided response
to yesterday’s events.

“I think they took it
too far” Zamora said. “I
think people should just
face up and talk about
their problems instead of
doing things to threaten
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The words and ideas
contained on the
flyers were hateful,
divisive and run
counter to the values

of our university.

—Erica Saenz,
Associate VP for community and
external relations

other people”
After flyers targeting
Muslim and immigrant

minorities were found in
February, President Greg-
ory Fenves responded by
calling a town hall meet-
ing to address the issue.
However, at the meeting
no plans were solidified
to combat on-campus
hate crimes.

English junior Emily
Varvel said there are issues
regarding intolerance on
campus, especially consid-
ering the anti-immigrant,
anti-Muslim flyers from
earlier in the semester.
The University should
take action in response to
the postings, Varvel said.

“It doesn’t need to be
swept under the rug’
Varvel said. “There needs
to be policies that form
more cohesion between
everyone on campus.”

Physics junior Ahmad Al
Sulami said this response is
to be expected given the vi-
olent nature of yesterday’s
incident, but that it still
can’t be justified. Al Sulami
said he hopes the Universi-
ty will promote tolerance
on campus.

“I's very important
to address the issue and
kind of give the clear fact
that generalization is not
really appropriate,” Al
Sulami said.
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OPINION

ALEXANDER CHASE, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF | @TexanEditorial
Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Texas must implement factual science standards

By Emma Berdanier
Daily Texan Senior Columnist
@eberdanier

The great battle of the teaching of sci-
ence in Texas schools — one that has been
long-fought and has recurred nearly every
year often just over the wording of a single
section — comes down to a single issue:
to teach creationism or to teach evolution.
These standards are set to decide the qual-
ity of children’s education throughout the
state, so choosing science-backed evolu-
tion should be easy. But this being Texas,
and the Texas Education Board being run
by conservatives, this isn’t always the case.

This year, the battle ended with the de-
cision of a single word, “evaluate,” being
excluded from the curriculum. The debate
over this word, and others similar to it, was
over the connotation it brought. Critics of
the term believe it allows for students to
question the validity of the evolutionary
theories taught in biology classes, giving
way for the teaching of creationism. Propo-
nents of it argue that the language allows
students to consider all sides of evolution
science, as if fiction, otherwise known as
creationism, should be revered as fact.

Either way, the fact is that the Texas Ed-
ucation Board has spent an entire year on
this battle. An entire year has been spent

debating what comes down to a few words in
curriculum standards, the inability to use a
single word when discussing evolution.

Those committed to the teaching of em-
pirical truths could’ve spent this year tack-
ling larger issues within the Texas science
curriculum. Celebration on the part of lib-
erals who believe that by striking a single
word from curriculum standards they’ve
won a battle over creationism is unfound-
ed. Nothing tangible has been gained. It’s
still far too easy for Texas educators to
stray from science and teach creationism
or religious-based information to students
as fact in science classrooms.

Within the Texas science standards pro-
vided by the Texas Education Agency, the
teaching of “biological evolution” is listed
in the high school biology section. But this
is never fully defined or fleshed out. With-
out a full definition of what this means, it
could allow for the argument that multi-
ple sides to evolutionary science exist, one
of them being creationism, and that they
should all be taught in the classroom.

And while within the biology standards,
“Students should be able to distinguish
between scientific decision-making meth-
ods ... and ethical and social decisions that
involve science,” the issue of religion is
danced around. Without fully discussing
religion, which for many is the backbone

Instead of celebrating a victory
over the striking of a single word
from the science standards, Texas

state legislators and those on the
Texas Education Board should be
fighting to make actual change to
the standards.

of ethics in our society, these standards
allow for the possibility of the teaching
of creationism and the origin of life in
nonscientific ways. The refusal to explic-
itly ban the word “religion” in the science
standards allows for it to be brought into
biology classrooms and presented as on
par with science.

Instead of celebrating a victory over the
striking of a single word from the science
standards, Texas state legislators and those
on the Texas Education Board should be

fighting to make actual change to the stan-
dards. They should include a passage about
religion and resolve that it has no place in
a classroom discussion on biology. They
should fully define the term “biological
evolution,” giving it only the grounds to
cover actual evolution. Religion and cre-
ationism have no place in a science class-
room, and we need to do more to prevent
them from being taught as fact in Texas.

Berdanier is a philosophy junior from
Boulder, Colorado.

HORNS UP, HORNS DOWN

Illustration by Yulissa Chavez | Daily Texan Staff

Horns up, Horns down: May 3

HORNS DOWN: FINAL PUSH

Following one of most traumatic weeks in our university’s history,

the upperclassmen in our office have had to answer more than a few
questions. While we don’t have answers to most of them, we can safely
respond to queries about whether this is normal with a “no” Those of us
who are finishing their third or fourth year on the 40 Acres can attest to
the fact that things have been somehow different recently, at least since
the start of 2016.

As difficult as it is for many of us, we have no choice but to dig in
during these last few days of class. Seldom are finals comforting, but
they may now be able to provide a sort of escape from the gravity of the
semester for those who can immerse themselves fully in studying. Some-
times there’s nothing like a book, a problem set or a paper to take your
mind off the world. It may be stressful, but it’s a stress with an expiration
date, and the potential for some benefit down the road.

We encourage you all to do what’s best for you this week. Don’t place
yourselves in compromising situations, and care for yourselves and
your friends. Reach out to CMHG, if you feel the need. But do take
care to not abandon all the work you've put into your coursework, and
if possible, use finishing it as an escape. A break before finals is just
around the corner.

HORNS UP: SEIZE THE DAY

As you may expect, writing a horns up for this segment was a little
more difficult than usual this week. But that search itself was immensely
helpful for us.

We owe it to ourselves to spend that extra moment to find the good
in the world, whatever it may be. So as you steel yourselves for the
last few weeks on campus, we encourage you to take mind to enjoy
the little things.

Some of those can be easier than other to find. Watching Rihanna
solidify her status as the reigning queen of the Met Gala in her crazy,
beautiful, avant-garde outfit was truly a spiritual experience. Sometimes,
gawking at pictures of your favorite celebrities in absurd haute couture is
exactly what you need.

Elsewhere, you may have to create your own joy. If you enjoy the hotter
weather we're finally getting, make plans with friends to go to McKinney
Falls, Jacob’s Well or even Hippie Hollow if you're feeling extra adven-
turous. If not, enjoy some coffee while thunderstorms role in. Pick up
groceries and cook your favorite meal. The semester winding to an end
still means you’ll only have a few more opportunities to enjoy our cam-
pus and our city. Take advantage of them when they will mean the most.

COLUMN

University needs to increase
awareness of binge drinking

By Alina Agha
Daily Texan Columnist
@alinaagha96

Drinking and partying are significant
parts of our culture here at UT. You’ll never
find Sixth Street quiet on a Thursday night,
and you're sure to hear the sounds of music
and parties throughout West Campus on
any given weekend. And while it’s all part of
the fun experience of a big state school, stu-
dents are quick to ignore the consequences
of consistent binge drinking. The proverb
“you’re not an alcoholic until you graduate”
perpetuates this ignorance, but it’s some-
thing that needs to be addressed.

Whether it’s freshmen in their dorms or
upperclassmen attending Greek events off
campus, binge drinking, defined as the con-
sumption of copious amounts of alcohol in
a short period of time, is a nationwide epi-
demic. Studies show that the number of col-
lege students who binge drink has remained
around the 40 percent mark for last two de-
cades, and shows no signs of lowering.

And the consequences are very tangible. A
recent study showed that immediate effects
of binge drinking included abnormally high
heart rates, something normally found in
people who have experienced heart attacks
or congestive heart failure. While these ef-
fects were not permanent, it is important to
note that repetition of this behavior could
eventually result in permanent arrhythmia,
and possibly other complications such as
other cardiovascular diseases, unintentional
injuries and neurological damage.

What’s more is that alcohol doesn’t just
affect physical health, it also impacts re-
lationships and interactions between stu-
dents. A recent study about the prevalence
of sexual assault at UT showed that a sig-
nificant amount of those involved — victim
or perpetrator — were under the influence
of drugs or alcohol at the time of cyber and
psychological abuse and physical violence.
Moreover, 84 percent of perpetrators and 69
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percent of victims were under the influence
at the time of sexual assault incidents.

This is not to say that alcohol is the sole
reason behind this, and that stopping stu-
dents from binge drinking is the solution.
But that being said, the correlation between
assault and alcohol and drug use must be
acknowledged and addressed in order for
change to take place. It is part of the bigger
picture of the binge drinking culture at UT
as is the prevalence of assault, which must be
addressed by not just the university but also
students themselves.

While programs like AlcoholEdu and Ha-
ven — courses about the risks of drug and
alcohol use and sexual assault that incoming
students are required to take — aim to do
this, it seems that these programs have little
impact. A study looking at the effectiveness of
such programs showed that initially, a major-
ity of students reduce their drinking after tak-
ing these awareness courses, but a year later a
majority of these students went back to their
previous drinking habits — or worse.

The fact that these awareness programs
have a minimal impact is important to real-
ize and discuss. Students are only required to
complete these courses once at the beginning
of their time at UT, and most students forget
about them immediately after. The universi-
ty must address this problem and attempt to
improve alcohol awareness by implementing
more expansive programs in the curriculum,
and requiring students to complete them
more often throughout the year, rather than
just once at the beginning of their freshman
year. Students should also take initiative on
their own part to address the risks of alco-
hol and drug use on campus. As much as the
university tries to ensure that students are ed-
ucated and taking care of themselves, in the
end students are the ones affected by the con-
sequences of binge drinking and should be
empowered to ensure their own well-being
and that of their fellow students.

Agha is a public relations junior from Karachi,
Pakistan.
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THEATER & DANCE

The Hideout Theatre offers unique improv experience

By Chris Boyd Peck
@ChrisBPeck

The name may imply
otherwise, but comedy at
the Hideout Theatre is out in
the open.

The Hideout Theatre was
founded in 1999 by Sean Hill
to provide Austin with a space
for improvisational theater.
Current co-owner Kareem
Badr said the Hideout has
thrived due to the variety of
shows, the low ticket prices
of $5-$15 and because of the
improv itself.

“(Improv is) the theatrical
equivalent of a high wire act;
Badr said. “Youre watching
something happen that at
any moment could just fall
to pieces, and that creates
this inherent risk and tension
that when it does pay off the
audience loves it even more”

On Thursday nights, the
theater offers their most
experimental improv show,
the Free Fringe. Badr said the
show is free to remove the
pressure on artists feeling as
though they have to give the
audience their money’s worth.
Hideout Stage Manager

Caeriel Crestin said the low
cost of attendance gives audi-
ence members low expecta-
tions thatare often exceeded by
the performers.

“(The Free Fringe is) the
one space where we can real-
ly say ‘Yes And’ to anything,
Hideout Stage Manager Cres-
tin said. “Any ridiculous, cra-
zy, far-fetched, untenable idea
that will break improv we give
itago”

When designing the stage
for a Free Fringe show, Cres-
tin said it is important for
the stage to be as freeing
as possible in order to give
the performers space to ex-
periment. Performers are
also allowed to make use
of the upstairs stage, which

consists of a door and
window for entrances
and exits.

“I've seen (Free Fringe)
improv shows where I re-
ally could see all those de-
tails because the performers
were able to bring them to
life in a very vivid way and
that was actually much more
compelling and much more
realistic in my eyes than
even a well-painted set of

that stuff would have been,’
Crestin said.

While it is standard to
keep stages simple, the Hide-
out breaks from tradition in
that they often have a variety
of props, sets and costumes.
Badr said these productions,
though still improvised, have
a director to guide scenes
and put actors back on track.
A couple years ago they did
an improvised version of An-
ton Chekhov, but instead of
going in blind, the perform-
ers knew the style of the
story they wanted to tell.

“The Hideout’s reputation
and audience is built off of and
anchored by these high-con-
cept shows that we do that
are still improvised but are
more easily understandable
and marketable to audiences,’
said Badr.

While improv is very much
about the present and being
in the moment, the Hideout
Theatre is looking to the fu-
ture. Hideout co-owner and
youth director Jessica Arjet
said the theater offers a va-
riety of at-risk youth pro-
grams and programs for kids
with special needs or on the

Brooke Crim | Daily Texan Staff

Performing in an act called the “Dueling Desmonds,” Suzanne Link’s character shares a
scheme with her husband, played by Ryan Austin. The scheme was to sabotage her former
silent-film rival who had threatened to steal her part as a mom in a movie.

autism spectrum.

“Improv is fantastic for
helping kids grow because
it really teaches them that
their voice is important (and)
other people’s voices are also
important,” Arjet said.

Improv encourages kids,

as well as adults, to engage
with others and see risks
as opportunities. Arjet said
the Hideout has acted as a
base from which the Aus-
tin improv scene has grown
out of over the past two
decades and will continue to

grow into the future.

“Before I did improv, ‘no
was my default,” Crestin said.
“Improv made ‘yes’ my de-
fault. T would've said ‘no’ to
this interview right off the
bat, but now it’s like ‘yeah, I’ll
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try it.

FASHION

continues from page 8

By January 2016, Ong
and Margetis started on the
journey to building their
company, Kit and Port. The
pair got the name for the
company from the Paul
Bowles novel “The Shelter-
ing Sky,” a story following
a couple experiencing mar-
ital strife and traveling in
North Africa.

After months of prep
and design, a unique op-
portunity  arose  when
Ong and Margetis went
to their manufacturer for

prototyping. During the
prototyping process, the
manufacturer utilized

women who had previous-
ly lost their husbands or

sons and provided them an
opportunity  to  weave
the shoes’ leather lace. It
was an opportunity that
prompted Margetis to no-
tify their manufacturer to
seek more local opportu-
nities for shoe makers in
unfortunate situations.

“We don't look at our
company as a one-to-one
pairing with TOMS,” Mar-

getis said. “We feel it’s
important to have a
social impact.”

However, Ong and

Margetis have experienced
their fair share of road
bumps. When their de-
signer left the project the
weekend before designs
had to be sent to their
manufacturer, Ong said
he managed to complete

the designs in less than 72
hours. On another occasion,
they lost contact with their
Mexican manufacturer, and
Margetis personally traveled
down to the facility to re-es-
tablish communication. But
to Ong and Margetis, these
inconveniences have only
strengthened their bond.

“Most of the time, we
are running full speed
with blindfolds on,” Ong
said. “You don’t have to
know where you are going
(because) you’ll learn along
the way”

Daniel Garza, a
communication senior at UT
whomodeled for the compa-
ny, said he senses the direc-
tion for Kit and Port will be
defined by its unique style.

“The  unique  thing

about Kit and Port is that
they’re tailoring their ap-
parel towards the week-
end lifestyle,” Garza said.
“There’s not many, if
any, brands that I know
are doing this. I think
K&P is pioneering a new
direction for men’s fashion”

Ong and Margetis said the
future of Kit and Port will
continue to center around a
man’s weekend style that is
both versatile and unique.
This June, the official launch
of Kit and Port will fea-
ture their first product — a
weekend shoe called the
‘Lazy Saturday’

As for their success and
journey so far, Margetis
and Ong are thankful for
the entrepreneurial support
networks the university

Alec Blair | Daily Texan Staff

Erik Margetis and Jonathan Ong, both McCombs seniors, began
their shoe startup last year. Now their business is almost ready
to take off as they will soon make the shoe available online.

has provided.

“Personally, I can’t
thank UT enough for ev-
erything it's given me,
Margetis said. “UT has really

helped me develop into the
person that I am today. I'm
so proud to be a Longhorn
and I wouldn’t have it any
other way”
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SPECIAL OF THE DAY
Wednesday- $5 O.T. Special & Side

Dine In or Take Out after 5PM to 10PM

OIL CHANGE

INCLUDES FREE FULL
SERVICE CAR WASH
www.arborcarwash.com
Most cars. Synthetic or bottled oil and
specialty filters extra. With coupon.
Not valid with any other offer.

ANY FULL
SERVICE
CAR WASH

www.arborcarwash.com

With Coupon. Not valid with
any other offer.

AQUA DENTAL

Find Your Smile

FREE Whitening

*with new patient signup
Dr. Chitra Pradeep, DMD, General Dentist

811 E 32nd St | Austin TX 78705 | (512) 306-0601
www.AquaDentalAustin.com

The World Teacher:
Prophesied by all
major religions

> Has an indestructible physical body

--> Will soon present His credentials to everyone ,L{\ ! u‘
--> Will not send anyone to ‘hell’ R

--> Does not want to be worshiped

--> Is inspiring humanity to see that we are one
huge family & that it's time to rebuild the world
so everyone can have a great life!

Learn more: Tinyurl.com/theWorldTeacher

CONDO FOR RENT

$1000 1 Bd 1 Bth Gated Condo

2450 Wickersham Ln 902 Austin, TX 78741

Beautiful 2nd floor unit nestled in the hills of East Riverside, Austin.
Enjoy the ambience of the peaceful Chamonix gated community
where the tree-lined walkways and community pools provide a
respite from the hustle and bustle of downtown Austin.

Conveniently located 2 mi. from St Ed’s, 4 mi. from downtown,
5.5 mi. from UT and 7 mi. from ABIA, this condo also has easy
access to bus routes, 135 and Hwy 71.

Call Stephenat 512-577-5096 for an appointment.

URL: https://rent.turbotenant.com

FURNISHED STUDIO APARTMENT

Spacious Furnished Studio Apartment .All Bills Paid $780/mo
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Texas defense stifles UT-Arlington Mavericks

By Alex Briseno &
Vanessa Le
@alexxbriseno

@vanessale

UFCU Disch-Falk Field
froze as both the crowd and
teams alike took a moment
of silence for the victims
of Mondays horrific day
on campus.

The Longhorns also sport-
ed a black patch right above
the burnt orange brim of their
hats in remembrance of the
tragic attack that took the life
of freshman Harrison Brown
and injured three others on
campus Monday afternoon.

“Harrison Brown did not
deserve to die the way he did,”
head coach David Pierce said.
“It was just a remembrance
from our team and an under-
standing of their family and
our thoughts and prayers with
them ... It was just something
to take a step back and under-
stand how precious life is and
to just be thankful for it”

Pierce and his ballclub took
the field just 24 hours after the
incident, and once the mo-
ment of silence concluded,
the No. 24 Longhorns got to
work on their 4-1 victory over

UT-Arlington Tuesday night.
However, Texas Tues-
day night win at home isn't
anything new. After the 4-1
win, the Longhorns improve
to 9-0 in midweek games at
UFCU Disch-Falk Field.

“Its unbelievable]” Pierce
said. “Its one of the things
that T brought in here know-
ing that we have to be good
on these types of ball games.
You've got quality people
coming in that want to beat
you, but when you start add-
ing those wins up it starts
building your résumé and
we're seeing the results of that
right now”

Junior right-hander Kyle
Johnston got the start on the
mound and found himself
in a bases loaded jam with
no outs — the Longhorns
defense responded.

Freshman third baseman
Ryan Reynolds fumbled a
ground ball, but he managed
to recover and throw the third
base runner out at home to
prevent a run from scoring.
Then, freshman David Hamil-
ton made a 6-4-3 double play
to get the Longhorns out of
the inning.

It was defensive innings

like this which allowed the
Longhorns to win despite be-
ing outhit 8-7. And they gave
up only one run.

“It was one of those deals
where we were solid - we
weren't great, but we were
very consistent,” Pierce said.
“And thats what I appreciated
is the ability to go out there

and pitch and play defense

every night to give us a chance
to win”

Although Texas only mus-
tered seven hits, junior left
fielder Travis Jones was the
one who made a difference at
the plate.

“Offensively, not a lot of
hits,” Pierce said. “But we had
some (high) slugging percent-
age tonight, had a long ball

and a couple of extra base hits
and that was the difference”

Jones got off to a quick
start by sending a double to
right field in the first inning,
which allowed sophomore
designated hitter Kody Clem-
ens to score after a throwing
error from the UT-Arlington
right fielder.

Jones wasnt done. The

Freshman infield-
er David Hamilton
attempts a bunt

| at UFCU Disch-
Falk Field. Ham-
ilton, a defensive
standout, has
tallied 24 runs
and 17 RBls this
season.

Joshua Guerra
Daily Texan Staff

left fielder sent a solo shot
to right field in the fifth
inning en route to Texas
4-1 victory.

The No. 24 Longhorns
are riding a three game win-
ning-streak, but now they
face arguably their toughest
challenge of the season this
weekend: a three-game series
with No. 9 TCU.

SOFTBALL

Longhorns face Islanders
in last midweek of season

By Wills Layton

@willsdebeast

In a season full of plenty of
positives and a handful of neg-
atives, the end of the schedule
nears as the Longhorns clash
with the Islanders of Tex-
as A&M-Corpus Christi on
Wednesday afternoon.

The Longhorns enter the
matchup boasting a record of
28-20, clinching a spot in the
Big 12 Tournament after sweep-
ing Kansas last weekend in a
rain-shortened series. Addi-
tionally, the team is on the heels
of a three-game win streak that
dates back to last Wednesday’s
triumph over the North Texas
Mean Green.

“I think we need to just keep
having fun;” sophomore out-
fielder Bekah Alcozer said. “We
just need to keep doing what
we know how to do”

One of the more effective
parts of the roster in the past
couple games is the pitching
rotation. Redshirt sophomore
Erica Wright tossed a one-hit
shutout in the first game of
Friday’s doubleheader against
Kansas, two days after a strong
outing against North Texas —
both games resulted in victo-
ries. Wright received a boost
from the offense in these con-
tests, solidifying a 6-0 win over
the Mean Green and a 10-0 win
over the Jayhawks.

Wright was not the only
University of Texas pitcher to
toss a shutout complete game in

e

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff

Redshirt sophomore pitcher Erica Wright winds up on the
mound at Red and Charline McCombs Field.

the Kansas series. Senior Tiarra
Davis threw a seven-inning,
nine-strikeout  performance
during the second game of the
doubleheader, lifting Texas to a
2-0 victory.

“I think the pitchers are
phenomenal,”  Alcozer said.
“I think theyre going to be
doing great things going
forward. Theyve been do-
ing really good in practice
and everything”

Offensively, the team is final-
ly living up to its potential, scor-
ing an average of six runs per
game during the three-game
win streak. By contrast, the
Longhorns scored an average
of three runs per game during
the previous series loss to
Iowa State.

The power returned to the
Longhorns’ bats as well. Before
the win streak, the team had not
hit a home run since the Texas
Tech series over two weeks ago.

But since the streak initiated,
Alcozer has hit two home runs,
while senior Celina Felix also
added one of her own. Addi-
tionally, the team is not strug-
gling to collect hits during this
successful run.

“Ijust think we need to take
the same energy we brought
into this weekends game;
Alcozer said. “We had phe-
nomenal energy in the dug-
out. We get a lot of hits and it's
like you can barely hear your-
self think because everyone is
so excited”

With one final midweek
game against Texas A&M-Cor-
pus Christi and one Big 12
series against Baylor remain-
ing on the schedule, there
is plenty to play for heading
into the postseason. Texas is
granted several more chances
to bolster its tournament ré-
sumé in the final week of the
regular season.

BASEBALL

Hamilton communicates
with on-field performance

By Alex Briseno &
Vanessa Le
@alexxbriseno

@vanessale

Freshman shortstop David
Hamilton walked up to the
batter’s box with the voice of
his favorite rap artist, Kend-
rick Lamar, booming from
the stadium speakers.

Hamilton recently changed
his walkup song to his favor-
ite track from Lamars new
album, DAMN!

“(It is) ‘Humble;” Hamil-
ton said. “DNA’ — that one’s
good, too”

Similar to his favorite song,
Hamilton has quite a humble
personality, despite arguably
being the best defensive player
on the team this season.

Hamilton’s proficiency with
the glove at shortstop played
a big role in the Longhorns
4-1 win over UT-Arlington
Tuesday. The freshman had a
hand in all four of the crucial
double plays that Texas turned
in order to hold the Mavericks
to only one run in the game.

But Hamilton lets his glove
do most of the talking — he’s
one of the most soft spoken
players on the squad. Head
coach David Pierce predicted
that he could count the num-
ber of words Hamilton would
say during his postgame inter-
view on his fingers.

“I'never get any words from
him to me — it’s always me to

V.

Kacy and Mo and all the seniors

have helped me out tremen-
dously throughout the season.
I haven’t been hitting that well,

(but) they told me to just foucs on
defense.

him, so probably five (words),”
Pierce said. “I'm serious, and
that’s if I start a conversation”

Pierce was hardly
exaggerating.

“This is the most Ive
talked in a long time’
Hamilton joked during his
three-and-a-half minute
post-game interview.

Although Hamilton quiet-
ly goes about his business on
the infield, hes been under
the spotlight in the Long-
horn clubhouse all season

and receives  continuous
encouragement from  his
veteran teammates.

“Kacy (Clemens) and Mo
(Cooper) and all the seniors
have helped me out tremen-
dously throughout the sea-
son,” Hamilton said. “T haven't
been hitting that well, (but)
they told me to just focus on
defense, try to hit as much as
you can”

But as the No. 24 Long-
horns charge their way to the

—David Hamilton,
Freshman shortstop

postseason, Hamilton will
have to confront the biggest
challenge he’s faced all season:
improving his offensive game.

Hamilton currently holds
a .213 batting average, which
has improved since the be-
ginning of the season. But
the Longhorns will need
higher-quality at bats from
their shortstop if they ex-
pect to score enough runs
against some of the best
pitchers in college baseball
come playofts.

Just like anything else,
Hamilton will tackle his
weaknesses with the quiet
confidence he carries with
him. He believes he can be
successful at any level of his
baseball career, regardless of
which stage he plays on.

“College is just like high
school or any select team
— it's baseball, just a bigger
stage, Hamilton said. “T'm
just trying to do my best out
here to help the team win

M.S. in

Biotechnology

Become Part of a Cause
GREATER THAN YOURSELF!

Master in
Public Health wrh)

A theory-to-practice applied program

Laboratory-based, hands-on
experience on a university
medical center campus.
Professors are NIH-funded

and one-on-one faculty interaction
with world-class scientists. Work
with local/regional public health
professionals. Exceptional value!

Apply Now for Fall 2017

biomedical research faculty. / The University of Texas
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES / UT H EALTH Biostatistician

* Bio-Pharm & Drug Development NORTHEAST « Public Health Planner or Public

¢ Medical Diagnostics Policy Maker

¢ (Clinical Research & Medicine

e Biomedical Research

e Forensic Science

¢ Bio-Engineering

e Advanced Degrees (MD or PhD)

e Local Health Department Administrator
¢ Occupational Health/Safety Professional
¢ Health Educator or Nutritionist

¢ Healthcare Administrator

e Global Health, Disaster and Preparedness

. Professional
www.uthct.edu/biotech

biotech@uthct.edu
(903) 877-7593

www.uthct.edu/publichealth
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Pepperbox Coffee’s truck offers unique coffee from a deaf staff. The truck stands in a bright
area and attracts the attention of many locals and tourists.

Pepperbox Coftee serves up
jobs for local deaf community

By Stephen Acevedo
@TheDailyTexan

The sounds of grinding
coffee beans and espres-
so steam are part of a day’s
work at a coffee shop — un-
less youre an employee at
Pepperbox Coffee.

Co-owner Nicholas
Buchanan started Pepperbox
Coftee, which is staffed entire-
ly with deaf baristas, to serve
premium Costa Rica-import-
ed coffee in a style similar to
Seattle coffee drive-thru’s out
ofa small truck. Simply getting
to the point of opening the
truck was a year long process
for Buchanan, whose deafness
contributed to the difficulties
of finding a staff, securing a
location and even just com-
municating with the neces-
sary people to get to where he
is now.

Never one to back down
from a challenge, Buchanan
rolled with the punches and
stayed on track to open some-
thing that was completely
his own.

‘I had to persevere,
Buchanan said. “T just kept
pushing through one goal at
atime”

The name Pepperbox refers
to an old revolving firearm
with multiple barrels, appro-
priately conveying the effect of
the kick that his coffee delivers
to customers.

“I serve specialty drinks
here” Buchanan said. “The
gun metal (in the logo) is to
say that our drinks have a

bang and stand out”

Now that he has his own
business, Buchanan is hir-
ing other deaf people in the
Austin area to give them a
similar opportunity to have
a “normal” job and work to-
ward achieving their own
respective dreams.

“I want to show other deaf
people in the community that
they too can own a business
if they work for it,” Buchanan
said. “I want this truck to be
a symbol that anybody can
do anything”

With a full staff of people
who are deaf, grabbing a cof-
fee at Pepperbox Coffee is
certainly a new experience for
anyone. For people who know
sign language, it's a special
opportunity to casually prac-
tice their conversational skills
as they order and visit with
the staff.

For coffee drinkers who
do not know sign language,
ordering is as easy as point-
ing things out on the menu,
entering orders electronical-
ly or even writing them out
with a dry-erase marker on a
laminated menu.

All of the menu items have
their own special twists, aside
from a few familiar options
like an espresso chai latte or an
iced vanilla mocha.

The ‘Gold Digger, for
example, is a simple iced car-
amel latte with the addition of
homemade brown whipped
cream and edible gold flakes.
Its a pretty basic flavor, but
the chocolaty whipped cream

adds a nice touch of additional
sweetness when mixed with
the latte. While the gold flakes
aren’t necessarily detectable
to the palate, they definitely
bring a cool aesthetic to this
sweet beverage.

One of the more notable
coffee options is “The Fuse,
which is a 4-shot espresso latte
mixed with vanilla and ha-
banero. Much like dynamite
with a lit fuse, this coffee has
a brief delay before explod-
ing with spice. The first taste
that hits your mouth is coffee
and vanilla, but as soon as the
coffee is swallowed, the fla-
vor of the habanero kicks in
leaving a wonderfully spicy
aftertaste that complements
the sweetness of the coffee
surprisingly well.

For non-coffee drinkers
who still need a pick-me-up,
there is the ‘Mechanical Bull;
which is Red Bull, chai and
Italian soda. The Red Bull
mixes exceptionally well with
the flavor of the chai and the
creamy Italian soda. It's a nice
modern take on classic Italian
soda preparations that is sure
to wake groggy customers up
in the morning.

Buchanan does a fantastic
job of taking the limitations of
Pepperbox Coffee and turning
them into special components
of a coffee drinking experi-
ence like no other in the city.
With great passion for his
work and an exciting menu,
he is sure to see plenty of suc-
cess at Pepperbox Coffee in
the future.

CAMPUS

McCombs seniors fashion
OWn menswear company

By Michael Garcia

@alekasmars

Building a company
from scratch is no small
task, especially when both
partners are students. This
June, UT seniors and best
friends Erik Margetis and

Jonathan Ong, an MIS and
finance major respecitvely,
will be formally launch-
ing their men’s apparel
company Kit and Port.

In 2013, Ong and
Margetis met each other in
a required UGS class. The
pair said they bonded over

each other’s driving passion
for both apparel and busi-
ness. They soon realized the
network of support and in-
formation capital surround-
ing the University could
help them build a company.
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Registering your bike is
free and easy! Go to
parking.utexas.edu/bike
or stop by our bike station,
The Kickstand, on
RLM Courtyard.
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WHY REGISTER?

 Alert thieves that your
bike can't be sold to pawn
or bike shops

* Increase chances your bike
is returned if stolen

» Gain access to lock cut
services if you lose your key

 Get more amenities for
the community

* Be contacted when a
rack needs to be moved to
prevent impoundment
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Bike Curious? Follow us on Twitter @bikeut




