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THE FOLLOWING IS ISSUED TO THE PRESS BY NAVAL AFFAIRS
FOR SUCH USE AS THEY MAY WISH TO MAKE OF IT.

SECRET WEAPONS

Telk of new and secret weapons is v»art of the stock in
trade of the German Propesanda Ministry. It has been very
noticeable, however, that when the German armed forces want
to try out enything, they select as victims for their
experiments civilians unaeble to retaliate.

So it was in the case of the fishing trawlers RUSSELL
and EROICAN.

The RUSSELL was fishing in the North Sea when a German
alrcraft appeared. The aircraft circled the trawler to
make sure that she was defenceless. Then the aircraft raked
the 1little ship with machine gun fire and began dropping bombs.
The crew of the RUSSELL got their small boat out in spite of
the machine gun fire and the heavy sea which was running.
The boat was damaged in the process and was half waterlogged
when they got it away from the trawler. The German aircraft
continued to bomb, using incendiary bombs, and alsc dropped
showers of steel darts about 3 inches long. Having tried
out the new weapons against those who could not hit baeck, the
German aircraft flew off. Fortunately the waves put out most
of the fires on board the RUSSELL and the crew were able to
return to her from their waterlogged boat.

On the same day the trawler EROICAN was fishing in the
North Sea when she was attacked by a German aircraft. The
Germans raked the fishing vessel with machine gun fire. Most
of the crew took cover in the galley, and the Germans at once
concentrated their fire upon it. Then the German aircraft
began to try out a new type of incendiary bomb. The British
fishermen, however, were egual to the new weapon. Immediately
after they had been dronped they rushed from their cover and
poured buckets of water over the burning bombs or nicked them
up the threw them overboard. They had rather less than two
minutes to do this before having again to take cover from the
mechine gun fire, and at one time there were about twenty
incendiary bombs burning on the trawler's decks. Finally
the aircraft flew off, and the fishermen brought the EROICAN
safely into port.
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The Netherlands Legation in London tonight
issued the following communigue: =

Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands has
appointed Rear Admiral van der Stad commander of
all the Dutch military and naval forces in the
Province of Zeeland. When announcing this
appointment over the wireless to the forces
concerned, Her Majesty added: "I know that my
people in the Netherlands as well as in the
overseas territories are looking towards you
with hope and admiratiocn for the way in which

. you are carrying out Four duties, I know I
¢an have confidence in you. I am constantly

with you in thought,"

FOREIGN OFFICE NEWS DEPT.
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The War Office,
S. W. 1o

OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY G.H.Q.

The B.E.F. after hard fighting have today successfully
held serious German attacks.

Since the German offensive started the Air Component
with the B.E.F. has destroyed at least 124 enemy planes. Our
anti-aircraft artillery have sho® down at least 23 in rear
areas.

Many others have been shot down by forward troops;

at least seven by a Territorial formation.
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(AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN NO, 693)

BIGGEST R, A.F, AIR ATTACK OF THE WAR

The Air Ministry announces:-

The Royal Air Force last night carried out, east of
the Rhine, a big offensive against the enemy's road and rail
communications which are supporting his forces in their invasion
of the Low Countries and Luxembourg.

The attacks lasted throughout the night and many tons
of bombs were releasecd. The road and rail communications
were attacked at many points, fires broké out, and heavy
explosions were caused.

This was the heaviest attack yet made by the Royal Air
Force during the war,

P AN S RS
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FRENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE (MORNING)

Following is the official text of the communique

issued from French G.H.Q., this morning:-

From the region of Namur to that of Sedan, the
battle has taken on the characteristics of open warfare
with the participation of both sides of the motorised
units and of the aviation,

The higher interests of the conduct of operations
compel us not to give at the present moment any precise

information as to the actions which are now taking place.

F bt
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PRESS NOTICE

The Home Secretary has as a further measurce of precaution
directed the temporary internment throughout Great Britain
of all male Germans and Austrians over the ége of 16 and under
the age of 60 whose present classification as a result of
examination by a local tribunal or Regional Advisory Conmittee,
is B; that is to say, who, though exempted hitherto from
internment, have been required to comply with special

restrictions.

HOIE OFFICE
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NOT TO BE RELEASED BEFORE 2 p.ns TODAY

Text of Speech dclivered by Sir Andrew
Duncan, President of the Board of Trade,
tc the Belfast Chamber of Commerce, in
Belfast, May 16, 1940.

OQur industrial areas often feel that the amount of attention
paid by the Government to their difficulties decreases in proportion
to their distance from London, You might be willing to put up, here
in Ireland, as they do in Scotland, with inadeguate appreciation of
yowr merits and achlevements, but in war-time you can rightly claim
that recognition of your difficulties is essential,

I can understand that attitude. And my object in visiting you
is to find out at first hand and by personal contacts what the
difficulties are that eonfront your export tradec and how we can best
help pou to overcome them. I emphasize the phrase '"how we can best
help you to overcome them;"for we do not propose to displace if we
can help it, the ordinary channcls of industry and commerce but rather
to case the way to enable them to work to the fullest advantage for
the increase of overscas business, and, in so far as it may be necessar
to add to them,

We are very conscious that Northern Ircland's activities make as
valuable a contribution to our national war effort as those of almost
any other region. I am not of course restricting the term "war effort"
to direct production of armamecnts, though in that field I am glad to
note the success with which your worldfamous firm of Harland and Wolff
have added the production of aircraft to their building of ships. Your
engineering works and your great rope factory are also helping greasly
in the serviec sector, Thesc things are indeed of the utmost
importance, but they are not all; i

Since Northern Ircland is primarily an agricultural country, sheer
weight of numbers might entitle the farmcrs to claim first place,

Thelr response to the ploughing-up campaign should ensurg¢ that they
can send even more food to Great Britain than in the past, and so redug
the strain on our resources of shipping and foreign exchange, They
have also made a great effort to increase the output of flax, about
which I shall say more in a moment,

As President of the Board of Trade, however, I hope I may be
forgiven for devoting my remarks today to the contribution which
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your activities make to our export trade, The importance of this
gide of our war effort cannot be stressed too often or too
forcibly, Modern war requires vast quantities of raw materials,
many of which must be imported, We can partially off-set this

by cutting down our non-essential 1mports, and indeed we have

done so. But, on the other hand, in war we have to buy increased
supplies of many goods.

The result is that a larger bill for imports must inevitably
be mgt, and we can only meet it by increased exports or by drawing
on our reseXves of gold and foreign assets, It is right that we
should use these reserves to make our war effort more effective,
but they must not be dissipated unwisely or too rapidly,

If we can increase our exports, that enables us to add to our
war potential even more directly, We have the advantage over
the enemy of being able to trade at large, whether it is raw
materials or finished articles we want, Many countries, in
particular the United States, can supply us with armaments in
finished or in semi-~-finished form, instead of sending raw materials
provided that we can pay the cost,

When our own armaments industfies are working to capacity
this is an economical way of adding to our supplies. But our
export industries must produce additional exports with which to
help to pay for these munitions, as well as for our foodstuffs
and essential raw materials, The carriage of the additional
exports should present little difficulty, since our inward trade
glways requires far more tonnage than the outward,

In brief, export industries are part and parcel of our
defence industries, They have the advantage over other defence
industries that their expansion will not have to be painfully
undone at the end of the war, The transition back to peace
conditions will be difficult enough in any case, without our
adding to the problems by losing our foreign markets,

The ideal export trade would have to fulfill many conditions,
of which I can only mention a few, It should call for as little
raw material as possible in proportion to the value of the
finished product, if that material has to be imported or if it is
scarce on account of defence requirements,

/Similarly
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Similarly it should not need labour or plant of a
type which conflicts too much with the defence service requirements.
It should be directed to a market capable of absorbing increased
quantities at reasonable prices. And it should be directed as
far as possible, to countries whose money is most useful for
buying the things we want.

On an examination conducted on these lines and taking up
these points in their reverse order, the exports of Northern
Ireland score high marks. A very substantial proportion of
your linen exports goes to the United States. Even in 1938
when the American market was suffering from a severe recession
in trade, linen goods held their traditional second place amongst
the United Kingdom exports to that country.

As the principal centre of the linen industry Northern
Ireland supplies the great bulk of our linen exports. Through
inherited skill in crafismanshidp your product is pre-eminent
in quality.

The exports of linen to the United States are not only
large but they should be capable of great expansion without
breaking the market. We have not yet got Baék to the 1937 level,
and though that might well be made the first objective, it
certainly should not be the final one. In 1937 we did not enjoy
the advantages secured by the Anglo-American trade agreement, and
we had to compete with over a million pounds worth of linen goods
exported from enemy territory. Most of these came from Czechos-
lovakia, so that the Irish linen industry can make an agt of
oppression recoil on the tyrant's head.

The linen trade can also register good marks on the dcore
of plant and labour requirements, which do not seriously conflict
with those of defence industries. Its weakest point is the
reliance on imported raw materials, and here I am glad to see
that Northern Ireland is taking steps to improve the position.

The measures adopted provide a good illustration of co-operation
between the Government and private enterprise - the Ministry of
Supply had laid in the necessary seed, and is guaranteeing the
farmers a good price for their flax.

We appreciate the farmers' efforts to increase production
in the face of great difficulties, even though the objective of
50,000 acres has not quite been reached, I appeal to all concerned
in Northern Ireland to re-inforce the efforts of the farmers to
produce this importent material. The possible interruption of
Belgian supplies clearly makes it all the more necessary to
regard this only as a first step, and I may remind you that in
the last war the area under flax was increased from 40,000
acres in 1914 to 110,000 in 1918.

The/



The linen industry is to be congratulated on its good
fortune in being presented with a favourable situation on which
to work, Although your export group has just been formally
completed, in effect the industry has been organised and
co-operating with the flax controller since the very early days
of the war, It soon gave an earncst of its intentions by :
agreeing that all flax allocated would be used to produce either
for the Government or for export. Now that sales to the home
market have been definitely restricted for all producers I hope
that manufacturers will export more from the large stocks which
they built up before war brought its inevitable rise in costs,
You have a full opportunity of’cndering a very great seprvice
to the national need - indeed an unique opvortunity.

Your shipbuilding industry cannot in wartime make its normal
contribution to the export trade for we need nearly all the ships
we can produce for our navy and our mercantile marine, Clearly,
however, the activities of the shipbuilders are indirectly
helping it very greatly, for trade would be impossible without
merchant ships to carry the goods and warships to preserve our
mastery of the seas.

Linen and Shipbuilding are the industries which one
naturally associates with Belfast, but I must emphasize that the
Government does not overlook your other industries, which can
also make a substantial contribution to our task. For them it
is particularly necessary to organize into groups. If I may
borrow a slogan from the National Savings Movement, "Teamwork
Tells,"

These groups are an essential part of the machinery by
which we hope to overcome the difficulties with which war
confronts the exporter, The Government necessarily has to assume
gsupreme control of many partsof the egonomic sydwbay so as to
reshape it in accordance with the needs of war,

The problems of economic warfarec, forcign policy, raw
materials and shipping cannot be ovcrcome without the aid of the
Government, for the Government must be in supreme control on all
matters of national policy and stringency. But this is very far
from meaning that the Government can, or wants to, tackle all the
problems of the export trade without the aid of industry.
Guidance and support must come from the centre, but the actual
day-to-day work must be dohe in the work-shops and the offices
scattered throughout the length and breadth of the country.

We wish to rely on existing manufacturing and trading

. Apganisations



i i ; : e s disturbance which
organisations and are loath to contemplatc the !
would be caused by undue interference. But exist}ng channels must
prove their mettle by the greatest possible exnansion of export
sales.

The export groups are needed to supply 2 vital link between t@e
Government gnd tﬁe iﬁdividual exporter, The Gove?nmegt has supplled
n link at its end in the shape of the Export Council, 1n which
experienced business men co-operate with the Yarious Government -
Departments concerned, But the Export Council cannot hope to dga
with a whole mass of unorganiscd producers. If the task is to be
made manageable and effective contact establisheq t@cre mgst be
organisations covering groups of producers, and it is obviously
mich better that these should be established by the people Wth they
are to represent, and who have full knowledge of local condltlong.

The procedure is in accordance with the best traditions of
our country,. We are faced with a task of great magnitude, about
the importance of which all are agreed. We do not seek to impose
a rigid and stereotyped plan from the centre for we know that
local conditions and temperaments vary, and what is suitable in one
case will be unsatisfactory elsewhere. We are not even adhering
to one formula in calling for the establishment of export groups,
for these can take many different forms; especially for firms
in industries which are scattered it may be better to form a
group with neighbouring firms in other industries, perhaps under
the auspices of a local chamber of commerce, rather than stick to
the industrial classification. But we do recognise that
individual genius must be harnessed if it is to be effective.

Many of our groups have been actively at work and the trade
figures published to-day show a very appreciable advance in our
export &rade, being for April almost £7 million higher than in
March. If you take March and April togcther - since Easter fell
in March this year and April last year - we have for these two
months this year an average figure of £45 million against an average
figure of £38% million last year.

This is an encouraging improvement, but the national need is so
imperative that we must not do more than regard this procgress as a
stimulus to greater effort. Events in recent weeks have brought a
further loss of merkets, at least for the time being, but our Export
Groups will, I an sure, accept these events as a challenge to the
greater development of the markets that still remain, I feel we can
rely on Northern Ireland to play her part in this sphere of national
service, for the industrial and manufacturing life of Ulster has been
built up largely on the production of goods for consumption outside he:
own borders and the volume of her overscas export trade although now
substantial, can by her efforts be still greatly increcased.

- — o —— T — .
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PRESS NOTICE.,

: The Prime Minister has sent the following message to the
Fleet and the Merchant Navy:-

On leaving the Admiralty I desire to convey to all officers
and men of His Majesty's Fleet an expression of my personal
admiration for the work which they havc accomplished durilng these
first eight months of war,

The ever-increasing demands made on personnel and ships have
been and I am convinced will continue to be met with unrelaxing
devotion to duty. The several gallant actions which have been
ffought are a source of inspiration; but I understand the
eeaseless toil of those many to whom the chénece of battle has not
come, but who daily face danger and strain in carrying out theilr
dutiesy

The kindness and help of the Navy has been a comfort to me.

I was proud after many years to come again to the Admiralty
in the hour of peril and the sorrow which I feel on leaving is
tempered by feeling I shall not be far away,. I leave you in good
hands both afloat and ashore. As Primc Minister and Minister of
Defence it will be my duty to watch over your interests and your
proceedings,

To all in His Majesty's Fleet and Auxiliaries and the Merchant
Navy I wish God~speed, victory and peace.

WINSTON S. CHURCHILL.

NAVAL AFFAIRS,
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PRESS NOTICE

The German wireless has already announccd to Dutch
listeners that the panic and fear of invasion is so great both .
in Britain and in France that the King of England and the
French Government are preparing to leave for Canada, The
public both in Britain and France will know how fantastic are
both these statements.

At the same time they should take mental note that stories
of this kind ~ that is, intended to undermine confidence = are
in the next weeks bound to be launched in greater volume
even than hitherto by the German preopaganda machine, The
Germans are putting forth their maximum effqyt during these coming
days and the public should be prepared to withstand theilr. words

as staunchly as they would withstand their. fire.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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PRESS NOTICE

The Commander-in=Chief, Home Forces, requests
owners of rifles who are willing to lend them to the
Local Defence Volunteers, to notify the Police Station
nearest to their homes giving details of type and any

ammunition available.

WAR OFFICE




MINISTRY OF LABOUR & NATIONAL
SERVICE

Press Notice

NATIONAT, SERVICE, (ARMED FORCES) ACT, 1939.
REGISIRATION ON 25TH MAY, 1940.

As already announced, the next registration under the National Service
(Armed Forces) Act will be held on Saturday, 25th May, 1940. It will rclate
to men,not alrcady registered, born between 1st Jamuary, 1912 and 25th May, 1920,
both dates inclusive. Posters setting out the classes of men required to
register on 25th May and the procedure to be followed at the time of registra=-
tion will be displayed at all Ministry of Labour and National Service Offices,
Municipal Offices, Post Offices and Police Stations on and from 18th May.

Unnecessary waiting and delay have sometimes occurred at certain Local
Offices owing to men not attending at their allotted times. In their own
interests as well as in the interests of good organisation men are, therefore,
particularly requested to attend at the following times according to the initial
letter of their surname:-

Men whose A to B should attend between 12.30 pem. and 1 p.m.
surname C to E should attend between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.
commence P to J should attend between 2 p.me and 3 p.m.
with the K to O should attend between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m.
letters - g P to S should attend between 4 p.m. 2and 5 p.me

T to Z should attend between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m.

The Local Offices will be closed between 11 a.m. and 12.30 p.m. and no
registrations will be taken during this period. The Offices will, however, be
open between the hours of 9 and 11 in the morning for the purpose of registering
men who are unavoidably prevented from attending at their allotted time in the
afternoon. It is particularly emphasized that this does not mean that any men
who finds himself free to register in the morning may do so. Only men who will
be at work during the afternoon or men who for good reasons find it quite
impossible to attend during the afternoon will be allowed to register between
the hours of 9 and 11. It will be appreciated that this restriction is
necessary in order to avoid congestion and delay at the Local Offices at a time
when their normal work must be proceedinge.

The procedure for registration, medical examination and calling up will
be the same as when the last registration under the Act took place on
27th Aprile.

Press Office,
Ministry of Labour and National Service,
Montagu House, Whitehall, S.W.l.

Telephone: Whitehall 6200. 1 ' N 4L

H.Qe300~500 EoJ .

(6367—1429) Wt 471777024 20,000 2/40 T.5. 677
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CANNED SALMON PRICES

The maximum rctaill price of canned salmon of the
varieties "Sockeye, Red Alaska, Siberian and Japanese
Red", in the sizes known as 3's flats, will be reduced
from 1/1ds to 1/- on the 20th May. Effect is given
to this change by an Order dated 9th May amending the

Canned Salmon (Provisional Maximum Prices) Order, 1939

MINISTRY OF FOOD
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Air Ministry News Service,

Air Ministry Bulletin No,59L.,

Re4,F. PILOT'S ADVENTURES IN HOLLAD,

After oring down three Cermon aircraft and being attacked by
27 llesserschmitts, a Royal Air Force pilot officer had 2 hours of
adventure in Holland.

He Jjumped from his blazing coclkoit, landed by parachute on a
Dutch island, swam 200 yards, rowed in a small boat, was carried on
the back of a bicycle, was mistoken for a German, aild was nearly
shot with a Dutch Fascist.

Now he has returned to Ingland to tell his story.

"The formation with which I was flying" he said, "encountered
seven Junkers 87 south west of Rotterdam, I got into position on
one of them and my rear guinner snot it down. Another Junkers 47
wihich was coming uvp behind us was also shot down.

"Then about 27 liesserschninitt 109's joined in the combat, and
I heard my air gunner" (who was afterwards killed) "give a cheer,
and I think that this imeant that he hed got a Messerschmitt 109
which nhad been trying to get on my tails

"My starboard tani caught fire and a stream of bullets came
from the rear and shot away the dashboard and part of the control
column, I lost control for some time, but eventually managed to
turn the aircraft on its back to facilitate baling out (making a
parachute jump). I baled out when the flames were coming right up
to the cockpit,

"I landed on an island south west of Dordreciht among some tall
reeds. I explored the island, which appeared to be uninhabited, and
then went towards a house two miles away. I had to swim two channels,
aporoximately 100 yards wice,

"The house was emnty. I found a small boat, and rowed for about
200 yards until I came to a hizh dyke. I clinbed this andé saw another
nouse, from which a farm labourer and his wife came to meet me, I
managed to make them understand that I was Tnglish and I was carrying
my tunic over my arm."

The farm labourer rowed the »nilot officer to another island from
which they were able to communicate with the nearest Dutech military
post. He then carried him on the back of his bicycle until they met
a narty of Dutech soldiers with Waowm the pilot officer was delishted to
find a fellow R.A.F. nilot who had also taken to his »narachute.

e were taken vo e vlace called Sleewyk," the story goes on.
"There we were interrogated by Dutch intelligence officers who seemed
to think we were German - by this time I had lost most of my uvniform,

"ifter being detained for some time in a room with some civilians
we were marched to a boat and teken across to Goringhem, which had
apnarently just been bombed., We were escorted by two guards and
interrogated at police headcuarters by a police officer who could
speak good english.

"We explained that we were British airmen but were not believed
when we said we could not sneal Dutch. We were taken to a military
barracks and cusstioned by another intelligence officer.

" /This



"Thls Officecr took us by car to The Hague. On the way
we ran into a large motorised column of Dutech soldicrs. They
scarched the party in the car and discovercd that the Intelligence
Off'icer, our escort, was a Fascist. At this point I thought

we were all going to be shot out of hand. But eventually we were
tnken on to The Haguc'.

There the two pilots at last managced to persuade a Dutch
Officer that their story was truec.:

AIR AFFAIRS.
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O:BE PUBLISHED BEFORE THE MORNING PAPERS OF MAY 17 . Lot
O BE ISSUED ON CLUB TAPES, OR BROADCAST BEFORE 12(MIDNIGHT)
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MILITARY APPOINTMENTS

The War Office announces that His liajesty The King has been
eased to approve of the following apoointments:-

| be Colonel Commandant, Royal Horse Artillery.

General Sir Robert Gordon-Finleyson; K.C.,B., CiM.G., D.S:04¢; .
ylonel Commandant, Royal Artillery, with effect from the 3rd November,:
0, in suecession to Major-General G.H.A., White; C:iB., C.M.Gs¢; D.S.04,
stired vey, who attains the age limit for the annointment on that date.

0 be Colonels Commandant, Royal Artillefy.

Lieutenant-General R.H. Carrington, C.B.; D.S.0., {.at nresent:

dvernor of Edinburgh Castle) with effect from the 21st February 1940,

n succeéssion to Lieutensént-General Sir Charles A. Anderson, K.C.B.,

[CsTiBéy AJM,; retired pay, deceaseds R A
_LieutenantsGeneral Sir Ronald Adam, Bte., C.B., DiS:i00, O.BsEs;

7ith effect from the 5th September, 1940, in Succession to Major-General

2.H.Willis, C.B., C.M.Ge, retired nay, who attains the age limit for

she appeointment on that date. it : ’

Major-General F.A.Wilson, C.B:, C.M.Ge, D.S.0s, retired pays; with
sffect from the 3rd November 1940, in succession to Major-General G.Hs
A, White, C.B., CiM.Gy4: D.S.0.; retired pay, who attains the age limit

for the appointment on that datc. : : _
Major=-General Sir Horace de C, . Martelli, K.B.E.; C.B., D.5.0.,

retired pay, with effect from the 25th December -1940, in succession to
C.Bo‘, C.I‘/I’.G’u., DQSOOQ’ I’etired -Qﬂy’ VVhO

Major-General H.D. Dc¢ Pree,
attains the age limit for the eppointment on that dates

WAR OFFICE _
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The fecllowing is the text of the messages cxchanged
between Mr, Winston Churchill on his assumption-of the office of
Prime Minister ondthe Premiers of the Overseas Dominions:=

From Mr., R.G. Menzies, Prime Minister of fustralia:

My . colleagues and I congratulate you on your appointment as
Prime Minister. We wish you fullest measure of success. I need
hardly assure you that Australia will co-operate to the utmost in
the war effort directed by your Government,

Mr. Churchill replied:

On accepting His Majesty's invitation to £ill the office of
Prime Minister I send you my warmest grecetings and my grateful
thanks for your checering message. The responsibility which has
fallen to me in this solemn hour is lightencd by the fact that it
is shared by you and the other Prime Ministers of the Overseas
Dominions. The peoples of the British Commonwealth, once again
united in arms agninst a cruel barbarism, are resolved to wage this
righteous war to thec end,

From Mr. Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada:

On your assunption of: office today I desire to assure you of °
a continued whole-hearted co-operantion and strong support of my
colleagues and myself in all that pertains to the vigorous
prosecution of the war effort of the British Commonwealth. May
you be given the strength and the endurance so necessary to the
duties of your high office and never more necded in the guidance of”
public affairs than at this critical hour.

Mr, Churchill replied:

On accepting His Majesty's invitation to fill the office of
Prime Minister I send you my warmest grectings and thank you so
much for your most kind message. The responsiblity which has
fallen to me in this solemn hour is lightened by the fact that it
is shared by you and the other Prime Ministers of the Overseas
Dominions. Our perscnal friendshin, built in the course of many
years, is now strengthened by associating in a common task. The
peoples of the British Commonwealth, united once more in arms %o
resist the terrible scourge of barbarism, will not flinch or weary
till duty is done and justice reigns.

To General Smuts, Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa,
Mr, Churchill sent the following message: ' =

To you, my friend of so many years, and faithful comrade of
the last war, I send my heartfelt greetings. It is a eomfort to
me to feel that wec shall be together in this hard and long trek,
fgr I know that you and the Government and peoples of the Union
will not weary under the heat of the day and that we shall make a
strong laager for all beside the water at the end.

/General Smuts replied:



General Smuts replied:

I am deeply moved by your message for which I thank you,
In sending you my cordial greetings I wish to add that my best
wishes accompany you in the task you have undertaken and to assure
you of ny whole-hearted co-operation in our common endeavour.

To the Prime Minister of New “ealand Mr. Churchill sent the

following:

On accepting His lMajesty's invitation to fill the office of
Prime Minister I send you my warmest greetings, A great respon-
sibility has fallen to me at this eritical hour, but its weight
is lightened by the sure knowledge that I can rely upon your whole-
hearted support and that of the other Prime Ministers of the Over-
seas Dominions. The peoples of the British Commonwealth are
once again united in arms against tyranny and barbarism, Together
we shall suffer and strive - together we shall persevere,and the
gates shall not be shut on freedom and justice.

The Prime Minister of New Jealand replied:

I have to acknowledge and to thank you for your message of
13th May and I most COFdlallJ reciprocate your message of greetings.
I have noted with great interest your message of assumption of
office of Prime Minister and the formation of a new Government on
a wide political basis, and I wish at once to assure you of the
fullest measure of co-operation from the Government and people of
New Zealand, Buropean and Maori alike. The responsibilities that
will devolve on you and your colleagues in this critical stage of
the great struggle upon which we have entered together will be
most onerous, but you may rely entirely on our sympathetic under-
standing and our whole-~hearted support in all measures necessary
to bring this stirucgle to an early and successful conclusion. At
this time particularly, when enenmy forces have at last been une-
leashed, we can confidently rely on the determination of our people
throughdut the British Commonwealth, which is never stronger than
in a crisis such as this, on the justice of our cause and on our
efforts, undertaken as they are by our own free will, to release
ourselves and the world for all time from the threat of dominatlon
by brutal force directed with unrelenting cruelty.

To_the Covernment of Eire, through Mr. de Valera, Mn.
Churchill sent the following: : AN

On accepting His Majesty's invitation to £ill the office of
Prime Minister I send you my greetings. I look forward with
confidence to continued friendship between our two countries and
you may rely upon me to do my utmost to ensure this,. -

Mr, de Valera renlied:

I thank you for your message of greeting which I cordlally
reciprocate.

10, Downing Street,
S.WC1.
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MINISTRY OF SUPPLY APPOINTMENT

The Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P., Minister
of Supply, has appointed Mr, John Jagger, M.P. to be

his Parliamentary Private Secretary.

MINISTRY OF SUPPLY
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HEADDRESS IN THE ARMY,

The Army Council have recently issued instructions
regarding the types of headdress to be worn by all ranks on
occasions other than when the steel helmet is worn, The

principal alterations of policy announced are:-

(1) With certain exceptions e.g. in horsed units, the khaki
service dress cap (with peak) at present worn by officers is
replaced by a drab field service cap; this policy is adopted
in order to bring both officers and men of the regiments
concerned into line as other ranks already wear a cap of this
type. It is not the intention that service dress caps already
in possession of officers shall be replaced forthwith, They
may be retained in wear until replecement is necessary in the
normal course.

(ii) A coloured field service cap may be worn by all ranks,

when not on’duty, with either undress, service dress or battle

dress, The regulation headdress will always be worn when on
duty,. The use of the coloured caps will be entirely optional;
they will be of regimental patterns and will be provided by the

individual, A free issue will not be made.

2 No change is being made in the case of those regiments
e.g» R.T.R., Scottish Regiments, which wear a distinctive type
of headdress, whilst officers of Household troops will continue
to wear their coloured forage caps when on parade in service

dress,

WAR OFFICE,
S W1 '
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Pilot Officer Robert James HILL.

During April,v1940, Pilot Officer Hill was Hhe eupiain
of one of six aircraft which had been sent to attack enemy trans-
ports and shipping in Granvin Fjord. Whilst returning to his
base, after completing his task, he encountered two Dorniecr 18
flying boats which he immediately attacked. Onc Dornier alighted
on the sea and Pilot Officer Hill resumed the attack with his
front gun, several bursts being scen to hit the fuselage. While
he was continuing this attack, the second Dornier attacked his
alircraft but was beaten off and 1t eventually dived at the water
where 1its bows submerged, During this last phase Pilot Oifficer
Hill was wounded in the face and hand but throughout the engage-

ment he displayed great courage and initiative.

AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING MEDAL.

631726 Aircraftman 1st Class, John Henry WATERFALL.

This airman was the rear gunner of an aircrafi cttacked
by a superior number of enemy fighters, but by cool, deliverate:
and accurate fire he shot down one Messerschmitt 109 in fliames
and severely damaged one Messerschmitt 110, His actions weore
undoubtedly instrumental in securing the safe return of his air-

craft to its base.'

Press and Publicity Branch,

Alr Ministry,
King Charles Street,

Whitehall, S,W,1,

18th May, 1940,
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" NOT TO EE PUBLISHID IN ANY COUNTRY
BEFORE THE MORNING NEV'SPAPERS OF
SATURDAY, MAY 18TH, CR BROADCAST

BEFORE 7 A.M. O THAT DATE,

Royal Air Force Awards Noe29«

The King has been graciously pleased toc icpTor

the undermentioned award in recognition of gall=ucry olqplayed
in flying operations against the enemy:~

AVARDED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS:.

Flying Officer Newell ORTON,

During larch, 1940, this officer was tne leader of
a rear section in a patrol of nine aircraft, and in that position
was allotted the important task of guarding the rear of the
formation, Whilst two enemy aircraft were being rursued into
Germeny, he noticed other enemy aircraft at the left rear.
After warning the leader of the formation, he procesded with
his section to attock the enemy, which proved to be three
Messerschmitt 109's, one of which he shot down in flames.
Later, during the same patrol, thc formetion again came in
sction with 12 enemy aircraft and during this cngagement
Flying Officer Orton attacked a Messcrschmitt 110 and, it is
belicved, destroyed it This officer hags displayed skill and
determination in a number of prcvious combatss

NOTE ON _CARERR. .

Plying Officer Orton wss born at Warwick in 1915,
He was educatcd at King's High Schoel, Warwick, Cotcn End
School, Warwickshire and Leamington Tcchnical Chll=ga. He
enlisted in the Royal Air Force Rcscrve in 1935, was prumoted
Scrgeant, and bccame a Pupll Pilot in 1936. He was given a
short service commission, and was prumoted rlying Officer in
1939, '

Press and Publiecity Branch,
Air Ministry,

King Charles Street,
Whitehall, SeTels

18th Mays 1940,

PSS
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URGENT TEWS A.M, BULLETIII No. 685.

NOT TO BD PUBLISHID IN ANY COUNTRY
BEFORE THE MORNING NEV'EPAPERS OF
SATURDAY, MAY 18TH, OR BROADCAST

BEFORE 7 A.M. ON THAT DATE,

MR T S S S L —

ROYAL AT T'ORCE AWARDS No. 30,

The' King has been graciously pleased to approve the
undermentioned awards in recognition of gallantry displayed in
flying operations against the enemy:=

AWARDED THE DISLINCGUISHED FLYING CROSS.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Robert Bdward CRAVEIT
This officer was captain and pilot of a flying~boat which
proceedecd on a special journey to Norway, in very bad weather in
April, 19L40. Cn arrival at his destination, he handled his air-
craft with great skill and gallantry, and disembarked his passcngers
in the face of persistent enemy bonbing attackse. The return
Journey was successfully accomplished on the following day in spite
of adverse weather conditions. Flight Lieutenant Craven displayed
great determination, couragec and perseverance in carrying out this
hazardous missione.
Pilot Officer Lawrence Letham JONES
This officer was second pilot and navigator of a flying
boat engaged on a special journey to Norway in April, 19L0, During é
the temporary absence of his captain, after a landing had been made,
Pilot Officer Jones assumed comnand and successfully manoeuvred his
airecraft on the water to avoid the intense bombing attacks by enemy
aircrafts Subsequently it became necessary to take off, but he
was attacked by an enemy fighter shortly afterwards. 'By skilful
tactics he brought his tall guns %o bear and the enemy was shot

dovme This officer showed skill and gallantry of a very high order.

Press & Publicity Branch,
Alr Ministry,
King Charles Street,
Whitehall, SeWele
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NOT TO BE PUBLISHID IN ANY COUNTRY
BEFORE THE MORNING NEV'SPAPERS OF
SATURDAY, MAY 18TH, OR BROADCAST

BEFORE 7 A.M. Ol THAT DATE, :

ROYAL, AIR FORCE AWARDS NO,32,

The King has been zraciously pleascd to approve
the undermentioncd awvards in rccognition of gallantry
displayed in flying operations against thc cnemy:=

AARDED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS.

Acting Squadron Leadcer Duncan Charles Frcderick
GOOD PLict Officcr'walﬁ@r‘Georgo GARDITTER .

Squadron Lesadlcr Good and Pilot OffTiccr Gardiner
werc PcspectiVely pilot and nsvigator of ah aircraft cnzaged
on special night rcconnaissancce carly in May. When flying
low over the objcctive, the aircraft was subjcetcd to heavy
anti-aircraft fire, onc shell bursting in the pilot's
cockpit, wounding Squadron Lcadcer Good and damaszing the
controls and instrumentse Although severely woundcd; the
pilot completed his reconnaissancc, manoeuvring his aircraft
to avold scarchlights and anti=aircraft firc, »ut then
collapsed from loss of bloods In the darkness with the
aircraft at a low altitude and still in the danzjer zoneg, Pilot
Officer Gardincr succceded in cxtricating the wounded pilot
from thc coekpits He Prought the damaged zircraft bhack
across 450 miles of sca, making & perfect landfall and lending
under Adifficult and hurassing conditionse

NOTTS ON CAlLERSe

Squadron Leader Good wes born in 1916, =nd was

\

cduczted at St. Peter's Collezc, Adclalde, Se Australis. Hite
reecived a short service commission in the ReAels in 19357,
was promoted Flying Officcr the following ycar, Acting

Flight Licutenant in March 1939, and Acting Squadron Lcadcr

v e e o i I o i
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|~ NOY TO B PUBLISHID IN ANY COUNTRY
BEFORE THE MORNING NEUSPAPERS OF
SATURDAY, MAY 18TH, OR BROADCAST

(DEEORE 7 AlM. O 1AL DATE.

ROYAL AIR FORCL AWARDS NO. 33.

The KING has been graclously pleased to apnrove the under— |
mentioned awards for callantry and devotion to duty in the execution

of air operations -

Avarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Squadron Leader Walter Philip SUTCLIFFE
Squadron Leader John Nicholas Haworth WHITWORTH
Acting Flight Lieutenant Richard BICKI'ORD
“Acting Flight Lieutenant Allan Smith PHILLIPS
Acting Flight Lieutenant Brian Stirling TOMLIN
Fiyan g OfficerrCesrre-Otaf iedd kTN 3

Plying Officer Gordon Leariiouth RAPHAEL

Awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal.

sergeant William George BRINN - .
Sergeant William Cordil McARTHUR
SBergeaant Robert IPrancis WYNESS
Corporal Alan Glynder RICHARDS

These officers and N«C.0Os have made a large number—of
reconnaissance and bonbing raids over enemy country and over enemy
alr and naval base€se. One officer, «compelled to land owing-to
shortage of petrol after a flight over Warsaw found he was in
Germanys - Despite the smallness of the field and petrol shorteze he
managed to take off again and save both aircraft and crevs

Another officer pressed home a low bombing attack onbthe
German cruiser Admiral SCHEER in SCHILLIG Roads last Septembers

One -of the N.C.0s obtained a direct hit on a submarine in

Heligoland Bighte Two others did valuable work in attacks on enemy
submarines,

Press & Publicity Branch,
Air Ministry,
King Charles Strect,
Whitchall, S.W.1e

18th May, 1940,
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Notes on Careers.

8/Ldr. Sutcliffe was born in 1910 at Carlisle and
educated at Durham School. He became a Cadet at Cranwell in 1930
and was granted a permanent commission in the R.A,W. in 1931 end
he was promoted Plying Officer in 1933, F/Lt. *threce years later,
and 8/Ldr. in March of last years

§/Ldr. Whitworth was born in 1912 at Buencs Aires and was
educated at Oundle. He was a Cadet a’ Cranwell from 1930, was
granted e permanent commission in 1931, promoted Flying Officer in
1933, F/Lt. three years later and S/Tdr. in 1939

F/Lte. Bickford is aged 29. He was born at Wimbledon, was
educated at Eastbourne College and Sidney Sussex, Cambridge, and
also studied at Ste Thomas's Hospital. He was granted a short
servize ccmmission in the R.A.F. in 1936, was promoted Flying
Officer in 1938, and Acting F/Lts. in lay of last yeare

F/Lts Phillips ?as born in 1912, at Goodmayes, Essex, and
educated at Brentwood Schﬁol. He enlisted as a private in the
14th London Scottish in 1933 and received a shert service commission
in the ReA.F. in 1936. He was promoteu F/%. in 1932 and Acting
F/Lte in September last.

F/Lte, Tomlin, who was born at Barnes, is ased 25, He
was educated at 8t. Paul's School, and enlisted as a private in the
28th London Regte (T.A.) in 1933, He was granted a shor: scrvice
conmission in the R.A.F. in 1935, promoted Flying Officer in 1938
and Acting Flight Lieutenant in October of last year. He was
mentioned in despatches in February, 1940.

F/0. Lings was born in 1918 at West Didsbury, Manchester,
and educated at Felstead School and Cranwell. He was granted a
permanent commission in the R.A.F. in 1938 and promoted Flying
Officer in January laste. _

F/0e« Raphael was born in 1915 at Brantford, Ontario, and
was educated at Quebec High School and the College of Aeronautical

Engineers, Chelsea. He enlisted as an Aircraftman in the R.A.F.
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Reserve in 1935, was proumoted Scrgeant a month later and ves given
(] o

8 short scrvice commission in 19364 fe was promoucd Flying
Officer in 1938 and wag mentioned in despatches in February this
years

Sergeant bring vas born in 1913 at Cardilfl, He 4s
marricd, and his home is at Ipswlehe  lic Joined the R.A.Fs a8 an
apprentice in 1929 and was pramoted soergeant in 1939,

Sergeant McArthurr wvag borm in Brisbane in 1912, beecame
an apprentice in the R,A.F. in 1928, and was promoted Sergcant in
1936, His wife lives at Drifficld, Yorkshire.

Sergeant Wyncss was born in 1912 at Canterbury. Before

Joining the R.A,F. in 1930 he was a seaman, He was promoted

Scrgeant in 1939  Sergeant Wyness's home is in Crumlin, Northern

Ireland.

cgrporﬂl Richards who was born in 1919, is a native of
Bridgend, Wales, wirere his father still lives. He Jjoined the
ReloPe In 1936. Previously he was a switchboard eoperatore He

was promotved Corporal in 1939
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PRESS NOTICE,

Many hospitals throughout the country urgently require
Volunteer Stretcher Bearers,

These Volunteers should be over forty years of age, and
they need have no previous experience of First Aid,

They will be required to work after air raids or at other
times or emergencies when patients may have to be dealt with
in large numbers,

Volunteers should apply for registration at the nearest
Divisional Office of the British Red Cross Society, the
Sts John Ambulance Brigade, the St. Andrew's Ambulance
Assgociation, or at the hospital at which they wish to serveq

It is important to note that this seprvic
distinct from the A, R.P. Qasualty Services,

BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY,
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WAR REFUGEES FROM BELGIUM AND HOLLAND.

A large number of refugees is expected to arrive in the
Metropolitan areca tomorrow from our allies Holland and Belgium, and
during the end of this weck and the beginning of next, substantial
numbers will arive daily via France. These refugees will be
aceommodated in the Counties of London, Middlesex and Surrey. It
is hoped that accommodation will be found for them in private houses,
and householders living in thesec areas who are in a position to offcr
accommodation arec urgently requested to give full particulars to
their local authorities without delay.

Further batches of refugees will be scnt in due course to
this country and the arcas in which accommodation will be regquired
for them are:-

All Boroughs in the County of London, except Bermondsey,
Bethnal Green, Deptford, Finsbury, Poplar, Shoreditch, Stepney,
Southwark and the City of London,

In the following parts of Issex:- Barking, Chigwell,
Chingford, Dagenham, Leyton, Ilford, Waltham Holy Cross, Walthamstow,
Wanstead and Woodford,

In the following parts of Kent:- Beckenham, Bromley,
Chislehurst, Orpington and Pcngce.

In the following parts of Surrey:- Banstead, Barnes,
Beddington and Wallington, Caterham and Warlingham, Carshalton,
Coulsdon and Purley, Epsom and Ewell, Esher, Kingston, Malden and
Coombe, Merton and Morden. Mitcham, Richmond, Surbiton, Sutton and
Cheam, Wimbledon.

In the wholc of MiddlcseX.

Householders in all these placcs are asked to offer
what help they can immediately. Offers should be made, if possible
in writing, to thc Town Clerk of the District in which the
householder resides,

Householders who are in any doubt whether they live in a
receiving area for Dutch and Belgian refugees or not, should make
enquiries at the Town Hall or Council Offices in their own area.

In addition to lodging, clothes, bedding and household
utensils will also be neceded., Gifts of this nature, and
particularly of blankets, will be welcomed by the Local Authorities.
Such offers should be made if vossible in writing.

The prescnt influx affects the London area, but other
parts of the country may in due coursc be asked to rcceive refugees.
In that casc a similar anpeal to those arecas will be made.

MINISTRY OF HEALTH,
WHITEHALL, S.W.1.
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE ANNOUNCEMENT

The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, (the Rt.
HOn.. R«S:; Hudson, M:«Pi) has appointed Mr. H. Meadow® to be
his Principal Private Secretary, and Mr. A.C. Sparks and Mr.
R.A. Hughes to be his Assistant Private Secretaries. .
The Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry (Mr.
T. Williams, M.P.) has appointed Mrs. D.Y. Wormald to be his

Private Secretary.

e I SR T
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MINISTRY. OF AGRIGULTURE ANNOUNCEMENT.
GRASSLAND PLOUGHING GRANTS.

The first announcement cf Mr., R,S, Hudson, the new linister of
Agrieculture and Fisheries, concerns the extension until 31st March
1941 of the £2 per acre grants for the ploughing up of seven year
grassland for the 1941 harvest,

These grants started last May and the period for ploughing for
the 1940 harvest ended yesterday, (15th May). The extension new
announced will cover grassland broken up for summer fallowing in
preparation for autumn sowing, and for direct re~seeding to grass
as well as normal autumn and spring ploughings, The grants are
conditional on the County War Agricultural Executive Committee being
satisfied that the lands have been properly ploughed and have been,
or will be, brought into a state of cleanliness and fertility and’
capable ef producing satisfactory arable crops for the 1941 harvest,
or, where the Committee approves, the land may be re-seeded to
grass, It will be for the Committees to decide, 4dn the light ef
their knowledge of lecal conditions, whether particular fields
should be ploughed for fallow, whether a hay crop should be taken
before ploughing, or whether the Pields should be grazed until the
autumn and then ploughed,

It should particularly be noted that the extension of the
grant period does not in any way affect a farmer's liability to
comply with directions given to him by his County Committee to
plough up within a certain time, The ploughing grant will not be
paid where a farmer fails to comply with such directions,

Applications for the grant should not be made, as heretofore,

to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, but to the appropriate
County War Agricultural Executive Committee.

—— b - OOO ———————
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BROADCAST BY THL LINISTLR OF INFORMATION 16, 5. 40,

I thouzht it would be a good thing if, on taking over the
duties of lMinister of Informction, I were to tell the »public what
I conceive those duties to be. To put it shortly, I feel that
it is the Jjob of the liinister of Inforiiation to give to the
peonle of this country the maxiimm of information in the
minimam of time. Accuracy anc. speed should be our two objects.
The one often interferes with the other, but accuracy must come
first. I am sure you will agree with me that it is better to
get your information a few hours late and get the truth than
get 1t 4 few hours early and be either unduly depressed or
undfly elated by news that subsecuently turns out to be false.
There is a very good saying of our Comiander-in-Chief in the
last war, Lord Haig, on the subject of news. In the midst of
the great German offensive of lMarch 1918, that last mad attempt
of defeated Germany to win the war, when news was brought to
the Commander-in-Chief that the enemy hac succeeded in breaking
through the line and dividing the British Army from the French,

he replied "No news is ever so good or so bad as it sounds
when you first hear it". I would advise all listeners to
remeiibe that saying as often as they can in the days that

lie berfore us, when sensational news is renorted to them.

I would also give them one other piecé of advide; and that is do
not allow there to be adied to the anxieties and horrors o%
war all the wealth of niischief that can be produced by rmmour.
The poet Homer, who wrote 2 or 35 thousand years B.C. , has a
wonderful vHassage in which he oersonifies rumour and draws a
nicture of it striding across the world with incredible
rapidity, doing harm wherever it goes. He said then it was
the most swiftly moving of all evils, and that was in an age
when no news could travel faster than a sailing shipor a
galloping horse. In these days of telegranhs, telephones

and the radio, rumour, like everything else, has been speeded
up and is a million times more swiftly moving than e ver before
and still as evil as it was (1,000 years ago. I would ask
you therefore not only to refuse to bvelieve rumour yourselves,
but also to discouragze those who spread rumour and to see in
them the enemies of »Hublic confidence; weonle who should be
reproved anc even punished.

/What



' What could be more absurd and fantastic, for instance,
than the rumour with which the CGermans are feeding their hungry
people to-day? They are telling that wretched enslaved nation,
who are as hungry for good tidings as they are for bread and butter
that H,l, the King is packing up his trunks and is leaving for
Canada immedictely, Such rumours make us laugh, but other rumours
only a little less absurd might make some faint-hearted people
tremble,

"'e are engaged nowv in a great battle, perhaps one of
the greatest in thehistory of the world, It will be a long and
fierce battle and there are bound to be bad m ments, there is
bound to be bad news., We at home should be as well prepared to
receive bad news as those in the battle line are prepared to receive
the bullets of the eneny, Let us realise to the full how sericus
the position is and heving realised it let us go about our business
without attempting to megnify or to minimise it. There 1s one
thing more valuable in warfare than battleships or tanks, than bombs
or machine guns, and that is the character of the men in charge of
those weapons and of the men and women who wait behind, At this
ver;: moment all the agcnies of war are béing inflicted upon the soil
of Flanders and of France, - soil vhich is not only sacred to the
inhabitents of those countries, but which is also sacred to us the
peonle of the British Commonwealth of Natinns beceuse so many of
our dear comrades lie within it, who fell there, fighting for the
same cause for which we fight today. But although fearful scenes
are now being enacted within a féw miles of this beloved island
and although some of her bravest sons are at this moment meeting
thelr death in her defence we need nnt go about with long faces
as though we were at a funeral. s ;

3

Let each cne of us throw 100% of all our energies into
whateveyr task we have to perfcrm in the serviee of our country.
Let us at the same time keep our hearts gay and our suirits high,
confident as we must be in The Justicéé of our cause and in our own
ability to win through to victory, as in all our long and glarious
history we have never failed to do,

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION




16.5.40 No 30

REDUCTION IN SUPPLIES OF SUGAR AND BUTTER TO
CATERING ESTABLISHIMENTS

As already announced by the Ministry of Food the forthcoming
reduction in the butter and sugar rations is to be accompanied
by a corresponding reduction in the quantities of these foods
available for catering establishments such as hotels, canteens, eto.
From 27th May, 1940, the sugar used by a catering cstablishment
in any week is not to excced an amount calculated at the rate
of 1/10th o0z. per person per meal served, plus a further amount
calculated at the rafe of 1/10th oz. for each hot beverage served.
From 3rd June, 1940, the butter used by a catering establishment
in any week is not to cxce.d an amount calculated at the rate of

1/6th oz. per person pcr meal served.

MINISTRY OF FOOD
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SEED POTATOFS ~ 1940 CROP,

The Ministry of Food announce that salesof seed potatoes
of the 1940 crop, where delivery is completed by 31st August,
1940, will be free from price control, After that date trans-
actions and deliveries will be subject to price control and

other terms of sale to be announced later,

MINISTRY OF FOOD.




16,5.40 No 34

PRESS NOTICE

Discussions between the Ministry of Economic W.rfare
and the Japanese Embassy on mdtters affecting CGontraband
Gontrol have been continued rccenily. Since the war began
there has becn no interruption in these discussions, whieh
are concerned with the various problems as they arise from

time to time.

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC WARFARE
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The ar Office announces that up to
midnight last night the number of applicants

‘for the Local Defence Volunteers totalled over

a quarter of a million,
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MIT.ITARY AFFATRS.
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FOR PRESS AND BROADCAST.

The Xing has approved the appointment
of Captain the Rt. Hon. David lLiuan Wallace, ILCi,
as Senior Reglonal Commissioner for the London
Civil Defence Region. The other Comnissioners
for London, Sir IZrnest Gowers and Admiral Sir
Bdward Lvans, were anpointed early last year.

It will be recalled that when the Regional Civil
Defence scheme was announced early last year it
was indicated that there would ultimately be

three Commissioners for {the London Region.
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MINISTRY OF HOIME SHCURITY,
NO. 4,

No. 364
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No./38.

The War Office states that the minimum age limit
of enlistment into the Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps has

been raised from 30 to 35 years from the 1h4th May, I940.

MILITARY AFPAIRS.
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PRESS NOTICE.,

There is now a risk that enemy parachutists may attempt to
nd in this country.

Should this occur it may be expected that they may attempt
. make use of road vehicles that may be in the neighbourhood.
is important that all practicable steps should at once be taken
» prevent the use of vehicles in such circumstances,

All owners of vehicles, thercecfore, should see that from dusk
dawn theilr vehicles cannot rcadily be taken away. Suitablc steps’
ch as the removal of distributor covers or the rcmoval of distribu-
r arms or sparking plugs, should be taken to prevent the use of the
hicle; and in addition, garagc and car doors should be kept locked
night and ignition keys removed.

) It is particularly important that adequate steps should be taken
' garage proprietors to prevent the use of vehicles undcer their charge
night. They should also be prepared to give advice to owners of
hicles as to carrying out methods of putting them out of action,

NISTRY OF HOME SECURITY,
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BOIBING L. .11 OIF GERMATY

The Alr linistry cnnouncce:

The success of our lirge-sc:le bombing ctt.cizs on
militory objectives in Gerweny is best chown by the attempt in to-dey!':
Germen High Comicnd Communlquc to mininise their importcnce. it 0e;
however, noteworthy that strict orders vere tod y broadcast to the
Germen people to observe the blackout rewul'*ionu in the interests of
thie whole nation vhich "must be snired eny dimcze from the air',

The d:mege inflicted by lzst ni:

‘ht!'. bombing operctions
woe g, in foct, extencsive inG covered « vids 2

cres,

LAsiistence by moonlight (nd & detuiled movledge of the
country, le:srned from many »ravious reconn-iscinces, the largest force
of R.AJF. Bomber: yet emrloysd in . ¢ingle operction .et out from
aerocromes in Frence and Britoin. I'¢h crew wo. given sipecifie
military objectives cnd instructions t1tt bo;bb *are not to be drooned
indicecr 1m1ngtelv A Few circreft friled to locote their objectives
e.nd did not dron their bombe, but the qhgolity found nd bomoek their
target: with grect effeet coucsing wide nrecd d:mege cnd neny exnlos 1ons
and fires.

Long-range hecvy bomber: of the Yhitley, ' 'ellington cnd
Hampden tynes took pert in the onerction. No oanosition wes offered by
eneryy fizhters but the ground defences were cctive. Lirge numbers of
s2archlights were encounterec :nd the zpprooch of our bomber:s was the
sdgnel for hecvy anti- zircreft fire.

Despnite this opnosgition our ettick: were ore:s. ed honme.,
One "hitleybomber nade thres separcte runs over its target et verying
heights, Tvwo direct hits were registered, one on & muin rcod end
the other on & rzilwey line, the [lour track: of metels being »lainly
viciblile in the flash of the e:.:losion. Other ‘“hitleys .uccescfully
bombed roads le:.ding to bridze., setting the :djoining vood:s alight
and clso attecked & military encimiuent vhose nosition we- revealed
by the light of »narachute fleres. inother Whitley scored & direct
hit in the centrec of a mechinised column two :iles long.

Reilwey junctions, main roac croqpingg and sn import:-nt
"Autobahn were among the objective: succes~fully att cked by
Wellington formetion. One of the = Tellingtons coming down through o
liyer of cloud to bomb, emerged in the cointre of < Billoon Berrage.
By benliing steeply, the zircreft just msncoged to ercipe collision with
the ccbles,

Several direct hits were scored on ‘nother long mechenised
column by Hiwnden Bomber:. They «lso att.cked road and reil

com'unicatiowu. Four minuter ¢fter & direct hit hed been registered
on o poilvey junction, :uaeet: of flome burst ud out of the target.

Another nlvect hit T°‘UJteu in an erplosiod of :uch force thet the
aircroft, severel thousend feet ud, was rocked by the blas

In spite of the :slze end diversity of the operition and
the large force employec, only one of our eircroft feiled to rcturn.



Simulteneously, o night oper: tion w.: cirried out by
vellington cnd Whitly circrsft to =zssist  Aliiled Infentry in
countering n enemy attock in the neighbourhood of Turnhout &nd
Dinent. These sircraft «ll returnsd caiely.

Dey bombing operctions were cluo corried out yesterdey in
the neighbourhood of Montherme ¢nd Dincrt by two scuadrons of
Blenhein eircreft. In the.e riid:, heavy demazge weo ciused to
parked lorries cnd tinks. Two Blonheims have felled to return.

OQur Fighter Pllots had & good dey. There wecs no leek of
targets end cttacks were pres ed home frow dern to cusk. A
formztion of six Hurricane: authckOd twventy five lMesserschaitte

110s and shot cdown five. In enother cise, tvo Hurric.nes
intercented nine Mesgerschuitts 110. ¢énd shot <o four. Four

other encounters rezulted in & 1os: to the eneny of trenty airersft,
In 217, during the dey, fifty enewy circraft were destroyed.

The morale of our »ilot. i¢nd crevis could not be higher.
The deily toll inflicted orn enemy circreft is worlting out at more
then three to one in our favour.
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FRENCH OFFICIAL - COMMUNINUE.
(EVIENING)
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The following official communique was issued

this evening from French General Headquarters:-

The battle as a whole continues with
the same intensity. Very sharp encounters
have taken place at certain points. Our
bombers protected by fighters successfully
carried out vigorously led attacks on the
enemy's column of armoured cars which have
been located by our reconnaissance aeronlanes,
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2RESS. . EZO0TICE

The Netherlands Leration hos issued the fellowine

cnnowlcenents :—

It is loorneld from an cuthoritotive
Duteh scurce that H.R.H. Prince Zernord of
the Tetherlonds is now with the Duteh troops

in Zeelond.

This ofterncon the Secretory of Stote
for Morelen Affeoirs, Lopd Holifax, had cn
oulience with fer licjesty Queen Vilhelmino of

the Netherlands ot Buckingham Poloce.



