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U.S.A: DISCUSSION UN LEUTRALS' 2031TION.

The position of the smaller neutrals is the subject of comment in thday's

New York Press, which examines the Allied and German view-points towards
neutrality.

: In en editorial article, the Ni. YORK TL.3S writes: "If there is one axiom
in Buropean Naval Geography, it is that Norwey cannot, and will not, go to war
with Britain, She is neot only hopelessly exposed, but her life as a seafaring
nation depenus on British sea-powers Her people are overwhelmingly in favour of
the Allied cause.

"The present alarm in neutral countries may be premeture. The Allies have
made it plain in the past few days that they will try to achieve their ends by
Diplomacy rather then by illegal high-handedness."

The NEW YORK H#RALD TRIBUNE declares: "At sbout the same time that the
Norwegian Foreign iiinister was repelling Allied pressure against German trade

through Norwegian waters, a German U-boat was torpedoing, without warning, still. ... —
another Norwegien freighter and drowning a few more Norwegian sea-men in cold
Nar thern seas. This grim doincidence is ' ' sufficient answer, if any were needed,

to the crocodile tears being shed in Berlin on the Allies.lillegal! results
ypon the neutral purity of the Scandinavians.

"If fllied pressure should.ever become severe to the point of forcing the
Seandinavians out of their neutral position, it will be worth bearing two points
in mind. Firstly that the whole law of neutrality pre-supposes a limited and
restricted war. In a very real sense, however, this is not a limited war. Not
only is it being flought on the Economic Front throughout the world, but every
nation in Burope knows that it ds going to be intimately affected by the outcome.
Secondly, only the defeat of Germany holds.out any hope of ever re-establishing any
effective rule of international law.at all, If in encompassing that defeat the
Allies strain the laws which the Nazis have so freely broken, it-will be unfortunate
but no defender of the ideal of international law can safely raise his wvoice
against the Allles in doing so unless he is quite certain they they can win without -
lt "n

~.

In a dispatch from Paris to the NEw YO.K TIMES, Anne McCormick analyses the
significance of Anglo-French unity, writing: "This is the big story of the war,
regarded from the point of view of its causes and effects. Nothing has happened to
date to compare in importance with the Franco-British union.

"The French and British have united to fight Germany and brushing aside
their differences in temperamentality and experiences they form a union which
they believe must be indissoluble if their civilisation is to survive. Supposing
that these great empires are as bent as they seem on merging intb a political
and economic defensive entity, their insurance policy casts a new balance and a
new pattern which will vikally affect the position of every other Power in the
world and our own most of all."

The pcgition of British shipping is analysed by Hanson Baldwin in the NEW
YORK TIMES, This writer shows how the replacements campaign will meet the latest
stage of the Nazi counter-blockade plan. He cites the decline in March losses,
but points out that attacks by aeroplanes caused a higher ratio of damage to
sinkings.

In conclusion he writes: "Although the German counter-blockade is as yet far
from any decisive success, it has been, end probably will, remain a serious and
consistent drain upon British resources."
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SUITZ RLAND: G.RIIANY TO LAUNCH OXTwlMiIViE?

Germany is likely to launch a military offensive shortly, according te
Swiss newspapers today.

The Berlin correspondent of DER BUND, the Radical Democratie organ,
writes: "There has been so much diplomatic activity lately that the purely
military aspect of the war has appeared neglected but recent official German
statements leave no doubt that Germany is preparing to seek a real decision
in the military sphere,"

After describing the "nervous uncertainty of the German population at
the prospect of a grand-scale offensive" the Berlin correspondent of the
usually well-informed NEUE ZU-RCHUR ZEITUNG, states: "The rumour that the
war will end on July lst is so assiduously spread that it is impossible to
believe it is accidental, It is accompanied.by increased military preparation,
and the fresh calling up of recruits, "

The TRIBUNE DE G.NuVli states: "Marshal Goering foreshadows intensified
aperatidns in the west where the decision will take place, The declaration
hardly squares with Berlin's theory at the outset of war that the Reich is
sufficiently strong to stand several years of siege and therefore does not
need to take the offepsive. It looks as though the German army, numbering
some five million men, is preparing for a sortie which is the best proof
that the besiegers' tactics are beginning to bear fruit."

BELGIUM: NEUTRALS HO BUNEFIT FROM ' AR.

Frank criticism of neutral states which are alleged to use the war for
their own profit is made in today's GAZ.TTE Dii CHARIERQI, the Liberal organ,

This paper vwrites: "The Allied decision to strengthen the blockade of
Germany has caused a shiver in certain neutral countries where neutrality
consists in enriching oneself at the expense of one or other of the belligerents,
The figures of cotton imports from the U, 5. A, to Iluropean countries are
staggering, For unscrupulous people to become interested suppliers’ of
Germany is inadmissible from the moral viewpoint and inacceptable by the
Allies from a strategical viewpoint, "

LE PEUPLE, the Socialist organ, declares: "The question - 'Have the
neutrals the right to exist and live in liberty and independence?'! - cannot
easily be disassociated from this other question =~ 'When humanity is torn by
a terrible struggle between two forces opposed on both moral and material
grounds, can the small nation under the pretext of neutrality permanently
maintain an attitude of indifference towards the responsibilities for, and the
final issues of, the conflict?'",

The question of elementary laws of humanity in connection with neutrals!
rights is discussed in LIBRE BELGI( UL, the Conservative organ.

This journal rejects the Allied thesis that the neutrals should help defeat
Germany but adds: "when a neutral country answers reproaches in the Allied
Press it should not forget the radical difference between the Democracies'
attitude and the Reich'smetheds. It is the latter alone which has brought
destruction to numerous neutral vessels and has caused hundreds of innocent
deaths in defiance of the most elementary laws of humanity.

"The neutrals should have courage and loyalty to recognise this, and those
Belgians who too frequently confuse the correct practice of neutrality with
Pontius Pilateism should take dally lessons from the Vatican organ O3SERVATORE
ROMAN.O : :
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TURKEY: "TRAGIC ATTITUDE OF CERTAIN EUROPEAN STATES,"

Advice to "certain Buropean states" was given by the Istanbul newspaper
‘CUMHURIYET.

"Their attitude is-more tragic than the ostrich which hides its head
in the sand," declared this journal. 'But for the Allies the Scandinavians
would lose their independence, and Holland and Belgium too would long ago
ceased to have existed. If the Allies sucgcauwb no small state will»GEEVi o

- Writing on German-allegetiong of American responsibility for the war,
YENI SABAH remarked: "It is no sooner reported that the German have published
‘2 boodk or pamphlet than one is assailed by dowbts. The Germans have so
perfeeted the art of wveiling the truth that it ie. difficwult to take theib
statements sarba&gky =

~ In another issee this psper wrote: "Turkey esteemg Britein and Frange
Neosuse they respect moral considerations in international relations. On
the other hand the totaliterians seek to destroy small nations under the
prevexs of living room. The Democrueies stend for the senctity of treaties angd
the pledged word of right and morality."

CWHURIYET, referring to the blockade, affirmed: "Despite leakages, the
Allied blackade is a powerful weapon. The Nazis who are compelled to feed a
large army and population cannot prolong the struggle with contraband gupplies
obtainable here and there."

TUNIS: ASTONISHMENT AT LeY'S REFESXTNCES TO SOCIALISM.

The references to Socialism by Dr. Ley, the leader of the German Labowy Front,
have astonished the Tunis newspaper JAHJOUH, ——

Commenting on Dr. Ley's recent speech in which he said "This war is a cone
flict between Socialism and Capitalism," this journal wrote: "We are astounded that
Dr., Ley shouldgpeak of Socialism in Germany, where the workmen are exhausted by
overtime and intensive work and do not enjoy any freedom.

"Is it in the name of Socialism that Czechoslovakia was assassinated, that
Poland was invaded, that defenceless towns were bombarded and that merchantmen
are sunk - and is the lebensraum principle different from brigandage or ought
that too to be imputed to Socialism?"

BRAZIL: TEE WILL TO WIN.,

Anelysing the respective advantages of Totalitarian and Democratic regimes,
Senhor Dantas, in the CORREIO DA MANHA, said: "The final factor for victory is the
people's will to win. France possesses tris through all Ministerial changes."

In an article on the position of the neutrals, the DIARIO DE NUTICIAS stated
yesterday: "The #Allied arguments are irrefutable. The Allies are defending the
status quo which the British Empire has meintained for centuries, thus afiording
the neutrals the liberty of peaceful self-development,"

The article concluded by declering that all neutrals sympathise with the
Democracies and they are only withheld ™ from active support by the factor of fear,
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VENEZU LA : "TY.,TCAL COLLECTIVH OF FALSEHUODS.

"A typical collection of falschoods" is the description applied by the
Venezuelan newspaper LA E525RA  to the latest German white Book.

This paper states that by use of the documents "German ingenmousness wishes
to exclude kir. Roosevelt from his third term and keep America from the wer,
They do not realise the meaning to America of Nazi victory in Durope. Overy
confidence lost them the last war and over-confidence will lose them this."

In a leading article devoted to iir. Churchill's new appointment, this
paper declares: "Mr. Churchill, due to his experience, talent and energy is
well chosen for the supreme control of the British war effort. e are not
surprised that the news has been received by Germany more with fear than with
anger:, They now have to face a man who does not k.ow fear and who knows how to
fights”

Discussing air questions, a leading article in AHORA states: "No one would
under-estimate the merits of the German airforce, but fortunately for the world,
the Allies' aerial preparations have been in no wise inferior to the Reich's
and regerding the quality of the human element, the Allies are decidedly
superior. Air battles so far sre all unfavourable to the Nazis. Franco-British
aviators have re-affirmed the faculty of initiative which has always distinguished
the sons of these democracies."

CLILE: NAZISH CONDEHNED.

Nazism and the policy of lebensraum are condemned in the current issue of
the Chilean magazine HOY.

In an article entitled "imerica and the War", an analysis is made of
German expansion at the expense—of neutral nations. It continues: "Chile has
suffered no hurt from Germany, a nation to which she is-united by traditional
friendship and from which she has received notable services.

"Phere is no doubt at all about thaet, but i% is beside the question.

"7e do not want Germeny to be defeated because she has done us eny hurt,
but because, if she should triumph, she would do us hurt, the grestest hurt of
all being the teking away of our sovereignty and democratic regine.

"Further, tn a certsin sense, we have already been attacked by Germany
in her official declarations uttered against the democratic regime. In her
establishment of dictatorship and recial persecution she* has attackedprinciples
which serve as a basis for our modus viviendi with the Western nations.

"By legitimising internal despotism and the rule of force in foreign
affairs, not only in theory but in brutal reality, and by proclaiming the
superiority of her race, Germany has o fended the dignity oi’ all nations
professing the cult of individual liberty, peace and the internestional frater-
nity of all races.

"We are not therefore “eing unjust to Germany when we oppose her in
defence of those things of ours which she disdains and menaces. It is not we
who would sbandon our neutrality. .t is Germany which, some time ago,
abandoned neutrality towards us."
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COLOMBIA: GOLRING'S "V..RB..L STRATEGY".

Marshal Goering's "verbal strategy" tms referred to in a sarcastie
editorial article in the Bogota evening newspaper, UL ESPECTADOR, a Liberal
organ,

This journal wrote: "Tﬁough they are monotcrnious because of the constant
repetition of the same phrases, the spceches of the Nazi chiefs are surprisingly
daring., The speech by Marshal Goering to a group of airmen in which he
expressed the Reich's confidence in the effectiveness of its air foree in the
task which it would have to perform in a lightning var, is a typical example
of the verbal strategy predominant in the Reich.

"Tt is difficult to believe that all Germans, even the most fervent
satellites of Nazi-ism, accept as possible short and decisive action by its
troops against the undeniable strength of the Allied forces of Britain and
France. "

LA RAZON, in a leading article, stated: "Great Britain and Franee know
well what to think of Goering's statements., The Reich is in economie difficulties
and its supplies of primary materials have been reduced by the blockade,
While Goering was meking his speech the world was still hearing the eeho of the
words of M, Reynaud. France cannot deal vith Hijtler and the Government in Paris
is resolved to finish with Nazi-ism in order to be able to cement peace on a

basis of open loyalty.

"Tt seemed as if ¥. Reynaud knew “hat Goering was going to say about a
lightning war,

"Byritish vigilance along the shores of neutral countries for the purpose
of oentrolling contraband is the subject of much discussion., Great Britain
is resolved to prevent Germany from provisioning herself with Swedish 1ron,
even if, in order to do so, she is obliged at some time to annoy small neutral
eountries, The speeches of Mr, Chanberlain and Mr, Churchill have been very
clear; The fear of invasion makes neutrals favour the prolongation of the
war by the supply of materials to the Reich."

PANAKAy GOURING'S THRUAT AN EMPTY BOAST.

The view that Marshal Goering's recent threat of an offensive on the
vestern Front was an empty boast as expressed in the Liberal newspaper
LSTRELLA DiE PANAMA,

Vipiting in this journal Senor Leopardo stated: "Goering, who has on a
number of occasions been a patient in asylums, has just made a speech in Berlin
to an audience of millions of school-children in vhich he said, 'Hitler will

deliver the decisive blow in the vest,'
"He will do nothing -- strike no blow.

"If he were going to strike he would not give notice of it and put his
adversaries 'wise'.
"Goering's statement is nothing more than one more variation of the

German theme, a new move in the war of nerves -- in which the Allies' nerves
have been thoroughly cured thanks to God and their owm experiences. "






IN recent weeks the German Campaign against the merchant shipping

of all nations has been intensified and pursued with even greater brutality

than before. The number of neutral ships destroyed by German action is
now well over 150, and the number of neutral lives lost is nearly 1,000,
These attacks have been carried out in almost every case in defiance of
the recognised rules of war, frequently in circumstances of the greatest
barbarity, and on many occasions without the slightest Jjustification
for interference of any sort with the ship. Germany has announced that
she regards herself as entitled to destroy any neutral ship en route to
any British port including contraband control harbours, and there have,
moreover, been repeated cases of vessels being destroyed on voyage between
two neutral ports, when the vessel had no intentions of touching at a
British port at all. It is obvious that the German Government are
engaged in an indiscriminate campaign of destruction throughout the waters
~in which their unnotified mines are laid, or in which their submarines
are in a position to operate.

2. While in recent weeks the greatest losses have fallen upon neutral
shipping, British and Allied vessels have also suffered from the adoption
of this policy of destruction, a new development of which is the bombing
from the air of British and neutral trawlers and fishing boats and the
machine-gunning of their crews. The innocent character of fishing hoats
has hitherto been universally recognised, but this has not prevented
Germany from committing nearly 200 attacks on fishing vessels, aimed at
sinking them and murdering their crews. Even lightships, the object of
which is to protect shipping of all nations and which are by international
usage treated as non-combatants, have been with their crews ruthlessly
attacked by bombs.

3. It is a fact deserving of constant emphasis that these German attacks
have been deliberately aimed at the destruction of neutral lives and
property, and it is abundantly clear that the purpose behind them is pure
terrorism. The Allies, on the other hand, have never destroyed nor
injured a single neutral ship or taken a single neutral life, On the
contrary, they have not only saved the lives of many innocent victims of
these German outrages, but they have also not failed to rescue from
drowning German airmen and submarine crews who have been guilty of
the inhumanities in question.

4. The position is therefore that Germany is flagrantly violating
neutral rights in order to damage the Allied countries, while insisting
upon the strictest observance of rules of neutrality whenever such
observance would provide some advantage to herself., International law has
always recognised the right of a belligerent, when its enemy has system-
atically resorted to illegal practices, to take action appropriate to
the situation created by the illegalities of the enemy. Such action, even
though not lawful in ordinary circumstances, becomes, and is generally
recognised to become, lawful in view of the other belligerent's violation
of law. The Allied Governments therefore hold themselves entitled to
take such action as they may deem proper in the present circumstances.

5. The Allied Governments have observed that a heavy proportion of the
losses inflicted upon neutral countries both of human life and in material
has fallen upon the Norwegian Mercantile Marine. Yet while the German
Government repeatedly sink Norwegian shipping and murder Norwegian seamen
they continue to demand from the Norwegian Government the fullest use of
Norwegian territorial waters for their own commerce, and the Norwegian
Government have even felt obliged to provide armed escort in these waters
for German ships, while unable to take effective action against German
Brutality on the high seas, of which their own vessels have been the victims,

6. Whatever may be the actual policy which the Norwegian Government, by
German threats and pressure, are compelled to follow, the Allied Governments
can no longer afford to acquiesce in the present state of affairs by which
Germany obtains resources vital to her prosecution of the war, and obtains
from Norway facilities which place the Allies at a dangerous disadvantage.
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They have therefore already given notice to the Norwegian Government
that they reserve the right to take such measures as they may think
necessary to hinder or prevent Germany from obtaining in Norway
resources or facilities which, for the purpose of the war, would be
to her advantage or to the disadvantage of the Allies, ITf the
successful prosecution of the war now requires them to take such
measures world opinion will not be slow to realise both the necessity
under which they are constrained to act and the purpose of their
action, Their purpose in this war is to establish principles which
the smaller States of Eurove would themselves wish to see orevail

and uvpon which the very existence of those States ultimately

depends, The Allies, of course, will never follow the Germen example
of brutal violence, and any action they decide to take will always

be carried out in accordance with the dictates of humanity.

7. His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom ancd the
French Government have accordingly resolved to deny the continued use
by the enemy of stretches of territorial waters which are clearly of
particular value to him, and they have therefore decided to prevent
unhindered passage of vessels carrying contraband of war through
Norwegian territorial waters., They accordingly hereby give notice
that the following areas of Norwegian territorial waters have been
rendered dangerous to navigation on account of mines.

Vessels entering these areas will do so at their peril,

Stadlendet, - An area enclosed by thée Norwegian Coast and lines
joining the following positions:=

(i; 629 111 06™N. 5° 06' 12" &
(ii) 62° 09' 2u"N. 5° 00' 13" E.
(114) 62° 12" 18"N. L2 49" 30" W
(ivg 629 19 30VN, 8% 087 BG4 W
(v) 62% 12! CO“N. 5% D9 00" K.

Bud, An aresa enclosed by the Norwegian Coast and lines Jjoining
the following positions: -

(1).829 58t @yt Ne 77 95t %00 B
(%?) §3° g3 W R, 9° 5 o0 B,
(1}1) 63° o7' 12" N. 7° oy Zo" E.
(iv) 620 59t oum §, 7° o7' 15" E,

West Fiord. - An area enclosed by the'Norwegian Coast and lines
joining the following points:-

(1) 679 24' yo" W. 14° 3L' OO" E.
(ii) 67° 27' 30" N. 14° 24' OO" E.
(ii1) 67° 28' 55" N, 14O 06' L5" E,
(iv) 67° 33' 55" N. 130 51! 30" E.
5 o B R U 00t o B
(vi) 679 26' 20" N. 140 38' 30" E,

It will be observed that the laying of mines in these areas
will in no way interfere with the free access of Norwegian nationals
or ships to their own ports and coastal hamlets.,

In order to avoid the least possibility of Norwegian or other
vessels inadvertently entering these areas before there has been time
to give warning of the mines being laid, arrangements have been made
for the limits of the areas to be patrolled by British naval vessels
until a oeriod of forty-eight hours has elapsed from the laying of
the first mine in each ares, This measure, in conjunction with the
broadcast warning, should fully provide for the safety of
shipping.
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L CATALOGUE OF CRIME.

The attached material is made available to the
press as demonstrating the gross and repeated brutalities
to which neutral seamen and shipe (and in particular
those of Norwéy and Sweden) have been subjected as a
result of the illegal policy pursued by Germany in her

prosecution of war at sea.



Te SINKING O MERCH/NT VESSELS:

POINTS OF INTERNATIONAL T/AW,

15 The rules governine enemy action by submarine =arc those
laid down by the Submarinc Protocol contained in Part IV of the
London Naval Treaty, 1930, These Rules, to which Germany acceded
in 1936 are set out bclow for rcfercncc:-

"The following are accepted ~s established rules of
International Law:-

(1) 1In their action with regard to merchant ships,
submarincs must conform to the rules of International
Law to which surface vesscls are subject.

(2) 1In perticular, ecxcent in thec case of persistent
refusal to ston on being duly summoned, or of
active resistance to visit and scearch, a warshin
whether surface vesscl or submarine, may not sink
or render incapable of navigation a merchant vessel
without having first placed passengecrs, crcw, and
ship's papers in a nlacec of safety. For this
purnose, the shin's boats are not regarded as a
place of safety unless the safety of the passengers
and crew is assurcd, in the existing sea and wecather
conditions, by the proximity of land, or the
prcsence of another vessel which is in 2 position
to take them on board,"

24 It is assumed that these Rules must be applied in such
a manner as to allow the following propositions with regard to
enemy action.

(1) A submarinc may not sink or render incapable of
navigation a merchant vessel without securing the safety of crew,
nassengers and papers, unless thc vessel has persistently
refused to stop, on being duly summoncd or has madc active
resistance to visit and scorch.

(ii) Having regard to thc fact that a submarinc is such a
vessel that it can practically never be expected to be able to
spare a prize crew, it may propcrly adopt a general practice of
sinking or rendering incapable of navigation cecncmy merchant
vessels, but subjecect to the obligetion of securing thc safety of
crew, passengers and papcrs cxcept in the two cascs mentioned
in (1) above.

3. Whilst it can be gcnerally said that the rulcs cited

in peragraph one have to be at least equally obscrved in the case
of belligercnt action against the ships of neutral countries there
is the important distinction that in their case it is a well
recognised princinle of International Law that the ships themselves
(if not guilty of unneutral service) must not be destroyed. ny
departure from this rulc would be justified only in most
exccptional circumstances where the destruction of the ship is
essential to the safcty of the warship concerned or to the success
of the operations in which shec is engaged at the time, That
Germany has, however, advisedly and maliciously scen fit to flout
this time-honoured obligation from the outset of the present war
is abudantly cvidenced not only by the ruthless manner in which
she has sunk ncutral shins, but from no less a telling source than
her own Prize Rcgulations issued on the 28th Auvgust last, Article
73 of which provides for the destruction of neutral vessels if it
is "inexpedient" to bring them in,

B Conclusions.

(a) Neutral ships arc sunk regardless of their
/dcstinations
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destinations or of their cargo.

(b) The intentions of thc ruthless action adopted by
thc Germans against ncutrals at sca seems clearly to be to frighten
them into refusing to trade at all with the Allies or to allow
their ships to be used for thc carriage of their goods. In this
connection there is anpenied hereto a statement giving extracts
from the neutral press and these are both intercsting and
significant.

(¢c) The action taken by Germany clearly involves
considerable unjustifiable interference with, and even in some
cases the stopping of, the export trade of neutrals. The case
of the Latvian steamer ARIJA reported in The Times of November 9th
affords a striking illustration of the recklecss and ordinarily
purposeless lcngths gone to in this rcswncct, The stcamer was
procceding to Argentina with a cargo of plywood, seed potatoes
and sardines when she was captured by a German warship and taken’
to Stettin. It is further of interest that at the request of the
Latvian Minister instructions had been given for this to be allowed
to pass through the British Contraband Control base without delay.

iT. NEUTRAL SHIPS SUNK BY ENEMY ACTION,

Complete details regarding thc time, place, and circumstances
of the sinking of ~2ll neutral vessels lost are not officially
available. The number of neutral vessels officially known to have
bcen sunk by the enemy is thereforc smaller than the number of
vessels which have failed to recturn to nort and can probably,
therefore, be presumed to have been so sunk.

NORWAY.

52 ships of 120,000 tons gross Official figure given by
M. Koht, Norwegian Minister for Forcign Affairs in the Norwegian
Parliament on April 6, 1940. British official records cover only
45 vessels of 101,000 tons gross.
SWEDEN.,

British official records cover 33 ships of 69,433 tons
gross.

(Carl Anderscn in a message from Cpenhagen to the

Daily Herald published on April 5, 1940 a figure of 39 ships).

DENMARK .
British official rceccords cover 28 ships of 64,372 tons
gross.
(Carl Andersen in a message from Copenhagen published in

the Daily Herald of April 5, 1940 gavec the same figure).

NETHERLANDS.

British Official records cover 18 ships of 83,654 tons gross.
(Prcss reports have stated that the total of Netherlands

ships which have failed to return to port is 23)



GREECE,

British ~fficial rccords cover 13 ships of 61,760 tons
grosse
FINLAND,

British official records cover 7 shins of 16,629 tons gross.
TTALY .,

British official records cover 7 ships of 34,560 tons gross.
BELGIUM,

British official records cover 4 ships of 12,660 tons gross.

OTHER NEUTRALS.

Estonia 2, Yugoslavia 2, Japan, Latvia, Spain, Lithuania 1 each.

ITI. NEUTRAL LIVES LOST,

Complete official figurecs have not been issued, but from official
records and reports appecaring in the British and neutral press, it
18 possible to give approximate figures for the lives which have
heen lost.

NORWAY.,  392.

(statcment by M. Koht, Norwegian Forcign Minister, in
the Norwegian Parliament, April 6, 1940 ).

SWEDEN, 262,
(M. Carl Andersen in a message from Copenhagen published

in the Daily Herald on April 5, 1940 stated that Sweden had lost
308 men ). :

DENMARK,  290.

(M. Carl Andersen in the Daily Herald on April 5, 1940
gave the number as 337 ),

NETHERLANDS, 191
GREECE 78
ITALY 56
SPAIN_ 22
FINLAND 1
ESTONIA 2
YUGOSLAVIA )

BELGIUM ) -
LATVIA ) 1 each,

LITPUANIA )

Approximate total 1318 (or -~ on the basis of the higher totals
foruScandinavia given in Carl Andersen's cable to the Daily Herald
- 1401,




e
v, DET.ILS OF SINKINGCS OF NEUTRAL VESSELS.

Total of Neutral vessels sunk, ' Neutral vessels in convoy
(Compiled from official Admiralty (No figures available before
Communiques: ). : February 7)
Date. Tonnage  Number .pate = Total  Weekly Number lost
WQ%% i to dhte total in convoy
—ending #
September : : i
3-9 4,339 9 //
10-16 Lo 2
17=23 3;6214. 2
21=30 10:582 6
” 29,6L6 6
October
1=-7 8,427 3
&-14 15,238 5
15=-21 221 2
22-28 75203 2
28-31 19,660 L
54,749 16
November
L T 1,542 1
12-18 32,381 6
18-25 23,949 L
26-30 15493 2
72,865 13
December
1=2 15,739 L
3-9 2F 959 9
10-16 23,905 14
17-23 14,281 9
24-30 1,6L3 2
83,519 38
Januvary
1-6 54385 3
=13 9,382 5
1421 L6,661 13
22-28 28,709 12
29-31 6,588 2
96,725 35 of
February ~
1-4 L,742 3 February
5-11 15,455 5 3 580 - : 1
12-18 59,455 18 14 7hly 160(sunk on 1.12.)
19-25 8,600 275 224 90L 225 1
26<29 4,219 1 28 1075 . 171 (sunk on 31.1,)
92,463 29
March - March
1-3 9,743 L 6 1360 285
11<-17 165,321 b 95 1614 254
18=25 16,703 9 20 1851 2T
26-31 7,159 3 28 2215 36l 1
L8,926 20 (sunk on 28.3,

Total U478,893 164 s it 3
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V. NORWEGL.N SHIPS.

List of sinkings in regard to which illcegality has been

established ffom ascertainable details

(in the case of vessels

underlined detﬂllb arc attached).

(a) denotes tOPDCQO attnck by submarlne (s/M)

(aa)

(3)

e)
(£}
Date
September 13
28
28

October 135
14

21
29

November L

December

January g

February z

March l

JERN. _
875 tons gross

et )

= without warning.
gunfire.
mined in unnotified area. (M)
neglect to take adequate steps to secure safety
of passengers and crew,
aerial attack (A)
on voyage between neutral ports.

Nome Tonnage (gross) How_Sunk.
ROND.. 5,136 (c)
JERN 875 S/M (Dynamite)
TAKSTAL 1,830 S/M (a)
GRESSEOLM 619 (c)
LORENZ W,HANSHEN 1,918 Raider
(Deutschland )
DEOD/ATA 3,295 c
VARANGHOLM 3,618 c
SIG Y.oh2 (e)
ARNE KJODE i1,019 s/M (aa) & (4)
ARCTURUS 1 277 (e)
BRITTA 6,214 S/M (aa)
RAGNT 1,264 c
H.C. FLOOD 1,907 c)
FAGERHEIM 1,590 s/M (4
ENID 1,140 S§M qu) & {(4)
MIRANDA fy 52 S/M (aa) & (f)
SONGA 2,589 s/M (a)(b) & (£)
UDVEIG 1,300 s/M_ (a)
FARO 8L §M (aa) & (a)
HOSANGER 1,591 S/l (aa) & (d)
LIKA 1,503 s/m (a)
TEMPO 629 (b) & (a)
NIDARHOLM 3,482 S/M (a) & (a4
ALBERT L. ELLSWORTH S/M (not bunkg
STEINSTAD 2,477 S/M (a) & (d4)
SxNG D 4,297 S/M (aa), (a)
& (1)
VESTFOSS 1,388 A
SVINTA 1,267 s/M (aa)

Sunk on 28th September.
Bound for Gr*vosond with a cargo of pulp.
Stopped by U-boat 90 nautical miles off Haugesund.
Crew ordered to bouts°
Vessel sunk by dynamite.
Crew eventually rescued from boats by Swedish
steamer Caledonia.
(Press Report The Times 30th Sept. )

TAKSTAAS .



e e

TAKSTANS. Sunk on 28th Scptember.
1830 tons gross Bound for London with a cargo of planed wood.
| Torpedoed by U-boat
Crew took to boats.
Crew res~ured by Norwegian Warship.
(Press Report The Times 30th September)

LORENZ W. HANSEN.Sunk on 14th October,
1918 tons gross Sunk by the German raider "Deutschland" in Atlantic.

ARNE KJODE .

11,019 tons gross Sunk on 12th November.
Torpedoed by U-boat without warning.
Bound from Aruba to Nyborg with a cargo of gas oil.
Master and 4 of crew lost their lives., The remaining
35 were picked up -~ 12 of them after 5 days in an
open boat.

LUNA. Sunk on 1st January.
959 tons gross Within a few hours steaming off Bergen.
Torpedoed by U-boat without warning.
Torpedo caused such danger that crew had time to
launch only one lifeboat and a raft before she sank.
Crew picked up later by Norwegian ship.
(Press Report Daily Telegraph 2nd January).

ENID Sunk on 17th January. ‘

1,800 tons gross Bound from Trondjhcm for Dublin with a cargo of pulp.
U-boat shelled ship while ENID picking up survivors
of a British vessel and then torpedoed@. her.

Crew abandoned ship and were left to fend for them-
selves in open boats in bitterly cold weather, a
considerable distance from land,

Norway protested to the German Government on

13th February.

FAGERERIM. Sunk on 14th January.

1,590 tons gross Torpedoed by U-boat.
Crew took to boats and were left to fend for them-
selves in the Bay of Biscay. Five survivors were
picked up in an exhausted condition, (including the
Captain who had both legs broken). 14 others were
missing.

(Press Report The Times 19th January. )

SONGA Sunk on 22nd Januarv,

2,589 tons gross Bound from New York for Rotterdam with general cargo.
Torpedoed by u-~boat. Crew teft to fend for themselves
in two lifeboats in the middle of the Atlantic.
Rescued after five days in open boats. (A press
report - The Times, 27th January - stated that
submarine commander asked Captain where they were
goin& and in spite of protests that they were neutral
ship wound for neutral port said he was bound to sink
them in any case).

Norway protested to the German Government on
February 12th.

GUDVEIG. Sunk on 25th January.
1,300 tons gross Torpedoed by U-boat,
Seven survivors landed in Scotland, 10 missing.
(Press Report The Times 27th January.

FARO, Sunk on 27th January.
8LL tons gross Torpedoed by U-boat without warning.

; Crew left in boats. Wreck drove ashore, Captain and
six men rescued by breeches buoy., One boat
originally containing ecight men washed ashore with
one man alive and three bodies.
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HOSANGER . Sunk on 27th January,

1,591 tons gross torpedoed by U-boat without warning,
Crew left in boats.
One boat containing three men in an exceedingly
exhausted condition was picked up by a British war-
ship. These were the only survivors.

=

I Sunk on 29th January.
1,503 tons gross Torpedoed by U-boat without warning,
16 of her crew of 18 were lost.
Survivors stated on oath that the vessel had not
as alleged by Germany) tried to ram the U-boat.
Press Report, Daily Telegraph 8th March:; Norway
protested to the German Government about this
sinking on 8th).

NIDARHOLM Sunk on 12th February,

3,482 tons gross. Bound from U.S,A, for Liverpool,
After three warning shots, crew took to the boats
which drew away, Vessel was then torpedoed.
Two shells were fired by U-boat and exploded near
boats. Orew picked up after drifting for 9 hours.
(Press Report, Manchester Guardian 18th March,)

STEINSTAD. Sunk on 15th February.

2,477 tons gross. Bound from Turkey to Norway.
Crew ordered to abandon ship which was torpedoed by
U-boat,
Crew left in open boats. Captain and 12 men missing,
Survivors picked up completely exhausted,after:
being adrift for five days in a crippled motorboat
off West coast of Eire after a hard struggle in
heavy seas.
Norway protested to the German Govermment on March 26th,
A communiqué was issued by the Norwegian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs on 30th March. It read as follows:
"On the 15th February the Norwegian ship "Steinstad"
was torpedoed off the Western coast of Ireland on a
voyage between Turkey and Norway with a cargo of
chromium ore, From the maritime declaration it is
clear that the crew wre ordered to take to the boats
and left to fend for themselves in the open sea. One of
the lifeboats disappeared with all who were in it -
twelve men. The other reached port after a hard
struggle in heavy seas which lasted five days (127 hours)
Eleven men were still alive but completely exhausted,
and the twelfth man - the captain of the "Steinstad" -
had been knocked overboard and drowned on the 16th
February,

In a note delivered to the German Ministry for
Foreign Affairs by the Norwegian Legation in Berlin
on the 26th March the Norwegian Government entered
a grave protest against this sinking, which took place
in open violation of the provisions of point 2 of the
London Protocol of the 6th November, 1936, laying down
that crews and ship's papers must be brought into safety
before a ship is sunk, It is further stated in the
Protocol that lifeboats cannot be regarded as a place of
safety unless the security of the crew can be satis-
factorily established with reference to the state of the
sea and weather conditions, the distance from the shore
being small or another vessel being in the neighbourhood
which can take the crew on board,

The note adds that in any case there was not the
slightest basis in international law for this sinking,
as the "Steinstad" was on a voyage between two ncutral
countries with a cargo destined exclusively for a
Norwegian firm, A governmental guarantee had even been
given that the cargo would not be re-exported from
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STEINSTAD Norway, The NorWegian Government at the same time
(contd,) reserved their rights as regards compensation and

reparation for all the damage which the sinking involved.
They further demanded insistently that suitable measures
should be taken against the U-boat captain responsible,
and asked that they might be informed of the measures
taken,"

SANGSTAD. Sunk on 18th February,

L, ,297 tons gross., Bound from Buenos Ayres to Stavanger with a cargo
of grain, Sunk by U=boat without warning while
steaming with all lights burning ahd powerful light
on national flag, DMaster lost his life, U-boat seen.

SVINTA Sunk on 21st March.

1,237 tons gross Torpedoed by a U-boat without warning.
(Already attacked by German aeroplanes and damaged
on 20th March).

TEMPO Sunk on 3rd February,

629 tons gross Attacked and sunk by bombs from three German bombers.
Crew of 14 took to 2 boats which were machine-gunned,
One boat capsized near shore and five out of six
occupants were drowned, Eight picked up from other
boat by a lifeboat from N,E., Cdoast of England,
Norway protested on 8th February,

VESTEFOSS Sunk on 1st March.
1388 tons gross Bombed without warning in North Sea,
Four bombs were dropped, the last scoring a direct
hit and sinking the ship,
(0fficial announcement in Oslo on 12th March)

LYSAKER BROTT (Not sunk),
The Lysaker was attacked with machine gun-fire by
German aeroplanes in the North Sea on 3rd February,
The Brott was bombed as well as machine-gunned on 1st
March, seven men being killed, The German aeroplane
continued to fire after the crew had taken to the
lifeboat.
The Norwegian Govermment protested to Berlin on March
18th and 19th respectively against this breach of
international law, reserving the right to claim
compensation, (Press Report,The Times, 25th March).

TORA ELISE
= Also attacked from the air,
ERLING LINDOE

vI | SWEDISH SHIPS.

List of sinkings in regard to which illegality has been established
from ascertainable details,
( in the case of vessels underlined details are attached).

a) denotes torpedo attack by submarine (S/M),
= c """ without warning,

'b " gunflre " | "
- " mined in unnotified area,
d) " neglect to take adequate steps to secure safety of

passengers and crew,
e " aerial attack.
" on voyage between neutral ports,




Date.

et e e

September 24 -
25 .
28 -

October 1 -

November 19 -

December 2

i
W
i e A

January 1

-
(0]
T [ e (e RN

February

March

GERTRUD BRATT

1,510 tons gross

SILESTIA
1,839 tons gross

NYLAND
3,300 tons gross

VISTULA.
1,018 tons gross

Name,

GERTRUD BRATT
SILESIA
NYLAND

GUN
VISTULA
ALBANTI/A

B.0. BORJESSON
GUST/F REUTER

RUDOLF
TORO
ALGOL
URSUS
- LISTER

LARS M/.GNUS
TROZELLI
SVARTON

P JALJ f\Lf 7
FLANDRIA
PATRIA
GOTHIA

ERAM
ORANTA
DALARO

LIAN/
OSMED

LAGAHOLM

Tonnage (gross)

1,510
1,839
3,378

1,198
1,018
1,241

Sunk on 24th September.
Torpedoed by U-boat in Skagerrak.

Sunk on 25th September.
Torpedoed by U-boat.

Crew rescured.

Sunk on 28th September.

Bound from Stavanger to Antwerp.
Torpedoed by U-boat, After crew had been allowed to
Rescued by Norwegian warship 2 hours

take to the boats,.

later,

How Sunk.
S/M (a
B8 e
s/M (a) (f)
S/M (a
S/M §a§ & (a)
34

te)

el e e el

S/M (aa) and (4d)

S/M aa

S/M (aa) and (4

S/M (aa a f

S/M (a)

s/M (a

S/M a

s/M (a)

S/M gag

s/M (a) (b) (a)
& (f)

S/M (a) and (4
s/M (a) and (a§

s/M (b)

(Press Report The Times 29th September).

Sunk on 8th October.

Cargo of paper.

Torpedoed by U-boat,

abandon ship.

in bad weather, 45 miles N.E.

being picked up.
missing.

Crew given 10 minutes to
Mate and one boat load 20 hours in boat
of Shetlands,

before

Captain and 8 men in other boat

(Press Report The Times 13th October).
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L/RS MAGNUS TROZELLI. Sunk on 1st January.
1,951 tons gross Torpedoed by U-boat without warning.

SVARTON. Sunk on 3rd Janu~ry.
2,475 tons gross Torpedoed by U-boat without warning.
Twenty of crew missing.

PAJALL, Sunk on 18th January.
6,665 tons gross Bound from Bucnos Ayrcs for Gothenburg with a cargo
of grain and cattle food.
Torpedoed by U-boat without warning.
Swedish flag painted on side and illuminated.
Crew rescued from boats after 2 hours, by a
British Warship.

ORANTIA. Sunk cn 11th February.
1,850 tons gross Torpedoecd by U-boat without warning, and sank in
3 minutes - 70 miles off Scotland. One boat with
10 men picked up after 12 hours by a British
Warship. 14 in other boat missing.
(Press Report The Times 14th February).

DALARO. Sunk on 12th Pebruary.

3,892 tons gross Bound from San Nicholas via Funchal to Gothenburg
with a cargo of linseecd.
Torpedoed and shelled by a U-boat in the Atlantic,
Crew left in lifeboat.in Atlantic for 17 hours
before being rescued. Master injured by explosion
died after being picked up.
Sweden protested b the German Government on 2nd April,

LIANA Sunk on 16th February.
1,606 tons gross Torpedoed by U-boat,
10 lost.

Sweden protcsted to the German Government on 2nd April.

OSMED. Sunk on 16th Fecbruary. 13 lost.
1,545 tons gross Torpedoed by U-boat.
Sweden protested to thc German Government on 2nd April.

GOTHIA. Sunk on 22nd February.
1,6L0 tons gross Bound for Genoa with & cargo of sulphate and wood
pulp.

Torpedoed by U-boat after Captain had refused to

sign statement that ship was carrying contraband

to England. 3 men killed by the explosion.

Crew left to their fate., One boat got ashore with

11 men after 3 days. Other boapégo men missing.
wi

VII. NORWEGIAN /ND SWEDISH PROTESTS.

Part 1. Norway.
16th February 1940,

The Norwegian Foreign Office stated that protests had
been lodged in Berlin against “erman attacks on Norwegian ships.

On 8th February a protest was submitted against the
sinking of the Norwegian steamer "Tempo" on 3rd February by
German aircraft, which later fired on the lifeboats after the crew
had left the ship. On 12th February a protest was lodged against
the sinking of the steamer "Songa" by a German U-boat on January 22nd,
The "Songa" was on her way from America to the Netherlands. The crew
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were left in two lifeboats in the middle of the Atlantic, where
they spent five days before they were rescued. On 13th February
a protest was lodged against the sinking of the stcamer "Enid"
on her way from Norway to Dublin, north of the Shetlands on
17th January without warning, while she was searching for the
survivors of a British ship which had been sunk. On this
occasion the Germans fired shells at the ship while the crew in
the lifeboats were in the line of fire. In a1l three Notes,
the Norwegian Government stated thnt it reserved all rights to
demand full compensation, and requested thc German Government
to call the responsible persons to account.

16th February, 1940.

The Norwegian Seamen's Union, the Norwegian Engineers'
Union, the Norwegian Mcerchant Officers' /ssociation and the
Norwegian Masters' Union presented a resolution to the Norwegian
Minister for Foreign Affairs, of which the following is an extract:

"Acting on information in our possession we are resolved to
protest with the greatest indignation against the form of sea
warfare which is now being waged and which seems to have as its
prime object the terrorisation of neutral ships.

"We are also to express our disappointment at the prevailing
powerlessness in the fact of demands that international law should
be respected,

"Neutral shipping nations seem to know of no means of
demanding the cessation of massacre of shipping. :

"A number of sinkings which have recently taken place must
be condemned as demonstrably conflicting with international law
and human feeling. In this connexion we will mention the SONGA
proceeding from America to a neutral port in Europe which was
sunk far out in the Atlantic and the crew driven out into open
boats in mid-winter., We will also mention the sinking of the
TEMPO as the most monstrous thing that can be imagined. This ship
was proceeding on a neutral voyage when it was attacked by German
aeroplanes which, not content with sinking the ship, went so far
as to shoot at the crew when they had got into the boats. So
much has been proved by official enquiry. From official enquiries
into the sinking of the ENID it is also avparent that the crew
were exposed to gunfire after they had got into their boats."

Z5th Feﬁruary, 1940,

Commenting on the meeting of the Scandinavian Foreign
Ministers, the Liberal newspapcr "Tidens Tegn'" wrote:-

"We have previously emphasized the necessity of a joint
Northern protest against German sea warfare., Everyday we get
bad news from the sea., The whole of this loss of ships and lives
has been caused only be German mines and torpedocs. It is a fact
that Norwegian ships have been torpedoed without warning now as in
the last War, It is a fact that defenceless Norwegian seamen have
been fired upon, now as then.

It is useless for the Germans to assert that this is
British propaganda and that Germany '"does not act like that", not
one Norwegian believes these German assertions. They run contrary
to sworn statements by Norwegian seamen, and Germans must hold us
excused when we rely more on them than on Dr., Goebbels's Ministry
of Propaganda.

The Norwegian people must insist that if no joint
protest is delivered by the Northern Governments the Norwegian
Government should once again, and in far sharper language, protest

%ﬁainst lawlessness at sca and demand that Germany should respect

€ rules which ar asec ntoribtoc: e v
moval 1ty ich are based both on international law and on human

f
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29th February,1940,

Speaking in the Storting about Norwegian shipping losses,
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, referring to mines, said:
"We must unfortunately assume that belligerents have not always
observed conventional stipulations, Either they must have laid
minefields which have not been notified -~ and the Norwegian navy
is of the opinion there is proof of such minefields in the North
Sea - or mines have not been laid in such a manner as to become
harmless on breaking adrift.,"

He dealt with German sinkings, of which he gave facts
and announced representations made to the German Government to
which, however, replies had not been yet received., In the past
six weeks there had been so many cases that they must be taken
up as a whole, As a result a Copenhagen meeting of Scandinavian
Governments would make an immediate collective protest to
Germany in which it was hoped other neutral governments would
join,

It was pointless for Germans to demand that trade with
Great Britain should cease, If Britain obliged Norwegian ships
to go to contraband control stations that gave Germans no right
to sink them,. They must claim free traffic for lawful neutral
trade,

5th March, 1940,

The Norwegian Minister in Berlin handed to the German
Minister for Foreign Affairs a Note in which the Norwegian
Government declared that it had "remarked with great -» " -
uneasiness the methods of sea warfare which have resulted in
the loss of the "Songa", the "Tempo", and other Norwegian ships,
The Norwegian Government are of the opinion that they have a
right to demand, in accordance with international law as well
as with the German prize rules, that neutral ships bringing
cargoes to Norway shall not be exposed to the risk of attack
by German military forces,

"The Norwegian Govermment are of the opinion that this
should apply equally to Norwegian boats sailing between other
neutral countries or to a country at war with Germany provided
that the cargo contains no contraband,

"The Norwegian Govermment maintain that when the ship's
papers prove that the cargo is Norwegian property, international
law does not permit German military force to sink neutral boats
for the sole reason that there is a possiblity of such vessels
being brousht into an enemy contraband control port during the
voyage,

"The Norwegian Government suppose that the German Government
agree in principle with these consideratior=:. but all the same
the Norwegian Government think it desirable, owing to recent
losses to Norwegian shipping, that these questions should be
discussed as soon as possible by representatives of the two
countries with a view to rendering Norwegian maritime traffic
less dangerous and ensuring that Norway receives her supplies,

"The Norwegian Minister in Berlin has therefore asked the
German Government to inform him if the German Govermment also
desire such talks."

18th and 19th March, 1940,

The Norwegian Government lodged protests in Berlin on
March 18th and 19th azainst the German air attacks on the
Norwegian steamers "Lysaker'" and "Brott",
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18th and 19th March, 1940 (contd.,)

The Norwegian Government called for an investigation
and expressed the view that the German Government would
undoubtedly condemn the conduct of the German airmen in
shooting at unarmed and defenceless seamen on board neutral
ships engaged on lawful errands. The Norwegian Government
presumed that the pilots in question would be held responsible
and reserved the right to claim compensation,

30th March, 1940, A communique was issued by the Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 30th March, It
read as follows: "On the 15th February the
Norwegian ship "Steinstad" was torpedoed off the
Western goast of Ireland on a2 voyage between
Turkey and Norway with a cargo of chromium ore.
From the maritime declaration it is clear that
the crew were ordered to take to the boats and
left to fend for themselves in the open sea, One
of the lifeboats disappeared with all who were in
it - twelve men, The other reached port after
a hard struggle in heavy seas which lasted five
days (127 hours). Eleven men were still alive
but completely exhausted, and the twelfth man -
the captain of the "Steinstad" - had been
knocked overboard and drowned on 16th February.

"In a note delivered to the German Ministry
for Foreign Affairs by the Norwegian Legation
in Berlin on 26th March the Norwegian Government
entered . a grave protest against this sinking,
which took place in open violation of the
provisions of point 2 of the London Protocol of
the 6th November, 1936, laying down that crews
and ship's papers must be brought into safety
before a ship is sunk, It is further stated in
the Protocol that lifeboats cannot be regarded
as a place of safety unless the security of the
crew can be satisfactorily established with
reference to the state of the sea and weather
conditions, the distance from the shore being
small or another vessel being in the neighbourhood
which can take the crew on board,

"The note adds that in any case there was
not the slightest basis in international law for
this sinking, as the "Steinstad" was on a voyage
between two neutral countries with a cargo
destined exclusively for a Norwegian firm, A
governmental guarantee had even been given that .
the cargo would not be re-exported from Norway.
The Norwegian Government at the same time reserved
their rights as regards compensation and
reparation for all the damage which the sinking
involved. They further demanded insistently that
suitable measures should be taken against the
U-boat captain responsible, and asked that they
might be informed of the measures taken",

PART 11 Sweden
26th September, 1939.

The Swedish Government protested to the German Government about the
sinking of two merchantmen bound for British ports, Sweden reserved
the right to claim damages at a future date,

18t October, 1939,

An energetic Swedish protest lodged in Berlin against the torpedo-
ing of the steamer Nyland bound for Belgium stated that it was a
"flagrant violation of international law to sink a ship bound for a
neutral port", The Press was indignant and contrasted the German
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measures with their earlier assurances to neutrals,

24st February, 1940,

Replying to a question in the Swedish Riksdag M. Guenther,
the Foreign Ministcr, sharple criticised Germany's methods of sen
warfare,

During the pregcnt war, M. Gucnther said, mines had been
laid out in total disregard of the rights of neutrals. A numbcr
of vessels had been torpedoed by the Germans without the slightest
warning.

"If the chief aim of the intensified war at sea", he
continued, "is to prevent deliveries to the belligerents, this
aim hns been reached only as far as 2 sixth of the number of
vessels sunk is concerned.

"These disasters have conscquently hit Sweden
infinitely harder than the belligerents."

M. Guenther repudiated the German claim that the neutrals
are themselves to blame if their vessels are sunk in what Germany
describes as "dangerous waters". If Sweden nccepted this
doctrine she would have to relinqguish her entire overscas trade,
including that with other neutral nations.

M. Guenther added:

"In collaboration with other neutral countries,
esnecinlly with the Northern ™wers, the Swedish Government is
giving its full attention to defending humenitarian claims, the
elementary principles of right, and economic intcrests. The
nroblem will be discussed at the meeting of the Scandinavian
Ministers of Foreign Affairs at the end of this week."

2nd Anril, 1940.

The Swedish Govern ment protested to the German
Government on 2nd April against the sinking of the Swedish
vessels Dalaroe, Liana and Osmed.

An official communique issued on 4th April described in
sorie details the circumstances in which these ships were sunk
adding that in all three cases there was no doubt that the
attacking submarine was of German nationality.

- —— ——— - —— ——

VITII. NORWEGIAN AND SWEDISH PRESS COMMENT.

Part I Norway,

"Those who put themselves above the laws of morality
evolved through the ages must expeet to have nll civilised peovle
as their enemies'", said Norges Handels og Sjofarts Tidende on the
20th November, The same paper on the 23rd November said that the
German excuses would not be acece ‘ted by an unbiassed person, but
also expressed the hope that neutral countries would make plain
their views on breaches of international law to both belligerents.
Papers of the 22nd November (Bergens Tidende, Aftenposten,
Morgenbladet) noted that by this date Germany was hailing the
effectiveness of her mine warfare as a great victory, while
Bergens Tidende of the 22nd November and Morgenbladet of the
27th November asked how Germany reconciled her unrestricted
submarine warfare with her protestations of friendliness towards
S8candinavia and her assertion that neutrals might safely trade
with her. The German Trade Delegation to Norway should be told
that Germany's actions would not improve her relations with neutral
countries, nor prevent them from trading with Britain.
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Bergens Tidende on 2nd Janurry, in a lcading article
said, "We are thinking of thc sinking of the 'Deptford', which
coet two Norwegian pilots their lives and which took place in
Norwegian territorial watcrs". It then mentioned rccent
German concern for Norwegian neutrality and added:"The time has
come to point out that our neutrality denends on its being
respected by Germany also. Our coastal watcrs cannot. be a
peaceful highroand for some and a way of death for othcrs."

Aftenposten on 29th Janunry rcferred to universal
public indignation at the U-boat war. Terrorist methods would not
frighten Norwegian seamen from the sea.

Norges Handeles og Sjofartstidende on 3rd Fcbruary
differentiated between criticism dirccted against the Alligs gnd
that directed against Germany; one party delayed necutral sh1?p1ng
and caused commercial inconvenience, whilec the other was guilty
of mass slaughter, It would be an insult to Churchill to
eriticisc him side by side with those responsible for this brutal
maritime warfare. ’

' 1940

Aftenposten on 5th February/wrote: "That which is at
prcsent being done against Norwegian and othcer ncutral seamen is
murder. These men are not at war; they are doing their usual
work, and they make nothing by going beyond what the belligerents
themselves have sanctioned as legal activity. They have no arms
and can offer no resistance. Nevertheless, they are killed in
cold blood. Many death traps are laid for them, and often their
ships are fired on directly, no matter whether thc crews are hit
or must perish because the chances of their being saved are
infinitesimnl. This is really murder, and those who commit it
can be called nothing but murderers. We must look back to the
darkest pages of human history to find corresponding precedents."

Morgenposten on the machine-gunning of the Tempo wrote.
on 5th February "There is no excuse for the machine-gunning of
the ship. It is evident that the Germans cannot sink a steamer
with machine-gun bullets, so their only objecct is to kill thc crew,

"One more rcason to believe this is the real German
aim is their firing on lifeboats after ships havec becen sunk. All
this is nothing less than butchery and a flagrant violation of
the methods of war-fare.,"

Aftenposten called it "cold blooded murder", and added:
"They who shoot on a steamer without warning or regard for human
life are murderers. One must go back to the darkest ages in the
history of mankind to find examples of such brutal killing".

The Liberal newspaper Dagbladet on 6th February reminded
Norwegians of the bitter resentment which they felt during the
last War over the German warfare on neutral shipping, and asserted
that the same bitter rescntment waos at present being felt by
Norwegians.

"What is happening (the newspaper added) is so incredibly
brutal that we cannot even find words for it. If we a2s a nation
were to give open expression of our feelings all newspapers would
take up this protest. But Norwegian taciturnity and restraint
must not be mistaken for blunted feelings or ap&thy. The Germans
must not believe that we tolerate their cruclties because we
think there is any justification for them.

"The Norwegian Foreign Office issues protests on formal
and technical grounds. It protests to o“her belligerent Powers
because ships are kept back, mail is examined, and so on, and the
official language of the protests does not vary much with the
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ocecasion, But the wrath of the Norwegian peoplec is gquite different.
The slaughter of defenceless sallors excites us in a way which cannot
be compared with the offcence taken ot encroachments made by the other
side. After the last World War there were bitter feelings in this
country against Germany which the Germans did not understand. These
bitter feelings slowly subsided during the 21 years before the new
war. Now the same bitterness has taken violent possession of
Norwegian minds, It is still under control, but it is there. 1t
would be wrong to hide it. We are a small country and we are neutral,
but still we are human beings.

Aftenposten wrote on 7th February: "The Norwegian people
have hitherto remained silent tco German brutality because they wanted
to see if what happened was the result of war accidents, and not
wilful atrocities, They now no longer doubt that these actions nre
deliberate, and therefore the people are reacting against brutality
and demanding that protests be made.

"The Norwegian Government must unmask the culprit.
Neutrality does not mean silence when one's own countrymen are
outrageously massacred."

Sioefarts Tidende on 7th February said: "We must defend
ourselves against warfare which is worse than the ill-famed Barbary
States terror in the Mediterranean 100 years ago. If British convoys
offer increased sccurity we must choose them. If something can be
achieved by arming our ships we must do it."

Referring to resentment expressed in the German press &nd
radio against the accounts of sinkings of neutral shipping published
in the Scandinavian press, Norges Handels og Sjofartstidende (8th
February) said the Norwegian Government should tell the German
authorities what the survivors of ships say. History would judge
these men, just as it had judged Attila and Caligula. Commenting on
the '"Songa'", which was torpedoed on the way from New York to Rotterdam,
Norges Handels og Sjofartstidende (14th February) urged that damnges
shoulcd be demanded of the German Government,

A corresnondent in Norgcs Handels og Sjofartstidenéde on
20th February suggested that one or two of the Germans interned in
Norway should be placed on board every Norwegian ship as a protection
against attack. A lawyer writing in the same paper (26th February)
urged that trade relations with Germany should be drastically
reconsidered because of Germany's brutal treatment of Norwegian seamen.

Norges Handels og Sjofartstidende on 27th March commenting
on German air attacks on the Norwegian ships "Brott", "Lysaker'", "Tora
Elise", and "Erling Lindoe" in strong terms nnd calling for an
"energetic joint demarche by all seafaring neutral countries'" instead
of futile protests, pointed out that thcse attacks were as senseless
as they were brutal, since they could not vitally affect transport of
supplies to Great Britain and the majority of the ships concerned
were anyhow carrying supplies for their own country.

The ncwspaper observed that the Norwegian Government had
protested both to Berlin in regard to the first two of these cases and
to London in regard to recent violations of territorial waters. While
the latter nrotest was certainly called for, there was an essential
difference between these violations (serious though they were) and the
murder of neutral scamen, "There is no getting away from it: it is an
extremely distressing state of affairs that Norwegian neutrality guards
and Norwegian nilots should have to do their utmost to afford the
Germans full protection in Norwegian territory, when at the same time
their comrades are being bombed from the air and Norwegian ships are
being torpedoed without warning outside our territorial limits".
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Germany had been lavish in her disclaimers of any desire to
interfere with legitimate neutral trade, and had approved the
declarations of the Scandinavian Premiers (Stockholms Tidningen,
21st September). Following the sinking of two Finnish vessels, the
S.3: GERTRUDE BRATT laden with cellulose was sunk 15 miles from
Jomfruland on the 24th September, The submarine was reported to
have been an old one which had been long at sea, The official
German excuses were (1) that, though not expressly included in the
list of contraband, cellulose might be used for the manufacture of .
explosives and came under the general head of raw material, It
was only conditional contraband, however, and might be exported to
Antwerp and Dublin; (2) that England had previously sunk, or
attempted to sink, a vessel carrying cellulose to Germany, and
reprisals were therefore justified; and (3) that in the Skaggerack
it is impossible to bring merchantmen into port, The German
Foreign Office also announced that all wood products would be
treated as contraband (Aftonbladet, 25th September), Svenska
Dagbladet (25th September) said that, as anything might be included
under the head of raw material, contraband lists would lose all
meaning and become as worthless as Germany's undertakings to respect
neutral trade, Dagens Nyheter on 25th September said that, if the
sinking was an act of reprisal, the doctrine was applied in a very
unfortunate manner; Swedish opinion was very sensitive to violence
of this sort and it has to be hoped that Germany would give more
convineing proof of the value that she set on the endeavours of a
neutral State to maintain a correct attitude.

Handels Tidning, on 3rd and 4th October, described these
acts (i.e:, the sinking of the NYLAND and GUN) as piracy and
terrorism, and Sogial Demokraten, on 26th and 27th September and
3rd October, was equally outspoken, The German Legation had
refused to issue certificates that vessels clearing from Swedish
ports were not carrying contraband, both cellulose and timber have
been declared unconditional contraband and the Hamburg Prize Court
had thrown on the neutral the onus of disproving enemy destination,
(Gotesborgs Handels Tidning, 5th October)., The avowed object was to
stop by unrestricted submarine warfare all traffic over the North
Sea, including that with neutrals, and divert the .trade southwards.
The answer given by the Swedish Press was that the westward bound
timber trade is vital to Scandinavia and could not be abandoned,
and that the sinking of Scandinavian vessels was causing grave
injury to neutrals without hurting England because she can always
obtain timber and cotton (if wanted for the manufacture of
explosives) from other parts of the world.

Svenska Dagbladet on 1st October, referring to the sinking of the
S.S., NYLAND, in its second leader (entitled "A New Threat to our
Export"), made the following observations:

"Phe sinking of the Swedish ore ship NYLAND shows that
German submarine warfare has been directed to a still greater
extent than before against the interests of neutral countries",

The article continued that as the cargo was destined for
Belgium there was no legitimate reason for the destruction of the
ship.

"We are constrained to ask whether Germany has now completely
abandoned the policy she had previously proclaimed, namely, the
normal commercial relations of the neutral countries, both with
belligerents and with other neutrals would be respected.
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"Tt is notcworthy that German war vesscls arc very well
informed as to when a Swedish shin may be expceted to pass the
territorial limit. This is clcarly indicative of secret
intelligence operations which cannot be allowed to exist in a
neutral country."

LTtonbladet of the 15th December said that the German
allegation that wood-nulp was uscd in shells to protect the
explosive was no adequate excuse., TFven more disturbing was the
detention in a Germen harbour of a ship carrying cellulose and
wood-pulp to America. Such trceotment would result in the loss
of a considerable section of Sweden's export trade. Stockholms
Tidningen of the 15th complained that no compensation was to
be paid. Four questions should bec asked in such a case:

(1) Is the commodity contrnband?; (2) Is it bound for any enemy
port?; (3) Did the captain know that there was contraband aboard?;
(4) In what circumstances is thc owner of the property entitled
to damagcs? Svenska Dagbladct of the 15th stressed the same
points, ;

Social Demokraten of the 28th January, Nya Dagligh
Allehanda of the 29th, and Dagens Nyhecter of the 3rd February
had bitter leading articles on Germany's brutal methods of
naval warfare, It was emphasised that L4 per cent. of Sweden's
merchant flect had becen destroyed. Nya Dagligt /llchanda
pointed out Germany's dependence on trade with non-belligerents,
and Dagens Nyhetcr said that further thrcats to Sweden's trade
might inducc her to adopt a policy of self-sufficicncy, which
could hardly be to Germany's interests.

Dagens Nyheter on 3rd Fcbruary described how the Vidar
was destroyed at 8 p.m. on Wednesday by a single aircraft when the
ship was in a stormy sca on her way from Newcastle to Esbjerg.
Three or four bombs were dropped on this defcnceless vessel. One
hit her aft and left her with only one lifeboat.

Her crew, consisting of 23 men and one woman, tried
to lower this boat, but it capsized. They were swept into the
water where the stern was awash.

Some struggled back to the ship, but eight were never

seen again. These include the captain, first mate, first,second
and third engineers,and thec radio officer. It is believed they
were caught and throttled in the »pnropeller.

"How distant seems the time" commentcd Dagens Nyheter,
"when crews were allowed half an hour to collect their belongings
and submarines towed lifeboats towards the lande. Now, survivors
are fortunate to save their lives on a raft after an explosion
so sudden that it is often not known whether a mine or torpedo
is resnonsible.

"And, according to eye-witnesses, in the recent attacks
on shipping there has been machine--gunning. Swedish opinion has
reason strongly to react against such brutal warfare.

Germany was reminded that a month ago Sweden and Germany
concluded a commercial agrecement on the basig of pre-war trade
and it was hinted that the Third Reich had better beware.

The differcnce between the methods of the Allies and
thosc of Germany was”well put by an ironical article in the
Swedish paper GOTEBORGS HANDELS OCH SJOFARTSTITNING which says:-
"The Germans' kindly sink Swedish ships again as well as other
neutral boats, Their generosity casts a glamour over their
exploits. The English jog-~trot is different. They take time to
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examine vessels, Life is short and the Germans, in a compassionate
spirit, act quickly. They sink boats, sometimes sending several
of the crew to the bottom, and no time is wasted in fussing",

Goterborgs Handels-Tidning, on 29th February, said: "It is meaning-
less to try to connect any longer the behaviour of German submarines
with the rule of international law, Submarine warfare is a war

of destruction without regard to rules".

The newspaper referred to the fact that the German-Swedish
trade agreement provided for normal trade relations for Sweden
with other countries, but it said that the submarine war is
obviously designed to stop all Sweden's trade except with Germany,
"If Germany does not consider herself bound by the clauses of
this treaty she cannot expect Sweden to be bound by it", the
newspaper states,

Expressing the hope that British contraband control
methods would be changed, the newspaper concluded: "It has
been generally recognised by the neutrals that British methods
of sea warfare from the humanitarian standp01nt are on qulte
a different level from the German one",

Social-Demokraten of the Lth March, in an article on the
war at sea, strongly denounced Germany's 'piratical methods", and
ridiculed suggestions of the German press that Swedish ships
should avoid dangerous waters. If Sweden had to surrender her
North Sea trade she would have to surrender her trade with
Germany also. "It is obvious that our trade with Germany is
advantageous to Germany only; the Third Reich cannot pay for
our iron ore with goods we need, The coal shortage here is
evidence of Germany's inability to balance her account with
Sweden," The article concluded with a warning that Swedish iron
ore was only at Germany's disposal if Sweden's rights as a neutral
were respected,

“EXe GERMAN POLICY TOWARDS NEUTRAL SHIPPING.

Declarations of German policy with regard to neutral
shipping are contained in the following official communiques
and extracts from press articles:

The Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung published on 25th January
and 8th and 11th February three semi-officially inspired
articles by "Dr, A" on the legal aspects of the conduct of
naval warfare, After having stated that "naval war events
have led to ever-growing rlsks and heavy losses to neutral
shipping", the writer continued:"these losses are greatly regretted
in Germany but at the same time Germany is forced to state clearly
that neutral vessels by joining British convoys only using routes
in the war zone off the British coasts are exposing themselves
to the dangers of war," Summing up the German interpretation
of international law on the position of neutral ships, the final
article stated: "Neutral ships expose themselves to the risks
of war if they adopt a warlike attitude, or proceed with
screened lights or run zig-zag. Any attempt to oppose by force
an order to stop will without fail lead to the use of force
by the warship, Neutral ships run risks while under the
protection of enemy warships and aircraft,
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The British contention that an enemy must attack a convoy escort
before dealing with the merchantmen comprising it has no legal
basis. ., International Law loys down that neutral ships in enemy
convoys are all exposed to all war risks. This view is held by
almost nll specialists in International Law and is upheld by a
number of decisions of internaticnal courts. The problem which
arises in the present war is the danger for neutral merchantmen
within the coastal waters of a belligerent power. In recognition
of this the United States Government hns Torbidden its merchant
ships to enter the danger zone off the coasts of belligerent
powers. This is the only way out for other neutral powers for
avoiding an inevitable increase in the heavy losses which their
shipping has already suffered in the coastal waters off Great
Britain."

The following statements appeared in an article in the
Deutsche Allegemeine Zeitung of February 11th 1940,

"Up to now only neutral ships which attempt to oppose
German rights of seizure or ~re in an enemy convoy have been
treated as enemy shipping. Now, however, Germany claims the
right to mete out the same treatment to neutral shipping in the
coastal waters of an enemy country; such ships are then liable
to be sunk by mines or torpcdocd and bombed without warning.
They are in a theatre of war just as much as a private carriage
which was being driven bectween the Magninot TLine and the Siegfried,
and will be treated accordingly.

"At all times thc rights of neutral countries to
carry on trade by sea with belligerent countries have bcen sub-
ordinated to the requirements of strategy. The devloment of
sea warfare causes nearly all supplies brought to an enemy by sea
to assume the character of contraband. DNeutrals who trade with a
belligerent are virtually supporting that country, and the dangers
iricurred are likely to provoke the country assisted into providing
armed protection, and this in its turn justifies the other
belligerents in taking the neccessary measures to protect their
interests.

"The right of neutrals to trade among themselves, pro-
vided no contraband is carried is not challenged; but Germany
cannot, merely out of regard for the profits neutrals may earn by
trading with Great Britain or France, renounce methods of warfare
which may be necessary to secure victory'.

On 17th February information was received in Amsterdam
regarding new instructions given to U-boat Commanders by the
German Admiralty,.

Under these new orders, all neutral ships which, to
Judge from their course would have to put in at a British
coastal station before reaching the port for which they are
bound were to be torpedoed without further inguire.

U-becat commanders would not bc required to examine
the papers of ships which they sank in, this way, because the
nature of the cargo would make no difference to their action.

A statement by the Official German News Agency on
16th February declared that if a neutral ship is en route to a
British control harbour, cither veluntarily or under compulsion,
her cargo is liable tc be regarded by Germany as contraband and
the ship treated accordincly. It rejected forecign protests
about the torpedoing of the "Burgerdijk", and accused the neutral
Press of a breach of neutrality in criticizing the German action,
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The¢ whole question has nothing tc do with the so-
called torpedoing withcout warning (continued the statement ).
A number of factors must be toaken into consideration in deciding
whether a cargo is contraband or not, On these factors it dependi
entirely whether a ship may justifiably be sunk after being
halted, In this ¢asc the danger for ncutral shipping consists
solely in the British Admiralty's ordecrs ~nd the fact that they
are obeyed, The justification for stopning and sinking shins is
contained in the law of contraband. It remains for the neutrals-
to learn their lesson from this incident when deciding whether
to enter a British control harbour or not. It cannot be con-
sidercd an indication of a neutral attitude when neutral news-
naners use a perfectly clear instancc of international law to
make one-sided charges against one belligerent party without
listening to that side's arguments.

In a communique from the German Legation at Oslo,
published in the Norwegian press of 15th February, it was stated
that neutral ships which, by reason of insufficient identification
marks or suspcct conduct, render themselves liable tobe mistaken
for enemy warships or auxili-ries, or which conduct themselves
in a manner incompntible with neutrality, expose themselves to
more darastic measures at the =ads of the German naval forces.

The German Governmcnt,it was stated, must decline resnonsibility
for the conscquences which may arise therefrom,

A note which appeared in the Diplomatissh-politische
Korrespondenz of 3rd Morch, 1940 stated that Germany does not
admit that ncutral countries arec bound to submit to the terms
of the British blockade, Therefore, whatever country places
herself at England's disnosal for the nurposes of supply, or
submits to England's control, must expecct to be regarded as an
accomplice of England in her conduct of the war, and to be
treated accordingly.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION,
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FRENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE.(MORNING)

The following official communique was issued this
morning from French Headquarters:

RENEWED ARTILLERY FIRE IN THE REGION TO THE WEST

OF THE VOSGES., LOCAL ACTIVITY OF THE PATROLS.
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE ANNOULCHILNT

FOQT=AID-MOUTH DISEASE II SURAEY.

The zxistence of foot-and=mouth disec wies confirmed
to=Gay emongst cattle at Petershan, Surrey.

An Order has been issued, and is now in force

~

nrohibiting the movement - except by licence - of all cavtle,

goats and deer within approximately 15 miles of

sheep, pizs, &
the infected premises. The crea subgject 1o restrictions lies
in the Counties of Berkss, Bucks., Essex, Herts., Kent,

London, IlddleseA and Surreys
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NEWS SERVICE FOR ALLOTMENT HOLDERS, No. 21,

POTATOES A SAFE CROP FOR NEW DIGGERS.

Many people who want to grow their own vegetables in
gardens or allotments may, perhaps, feel that to follow the
cropping plans recommended by the experts would be a bit too much
for them to tackle, To such we would say: potatoes are a safg
and easy crop to grow, They are a good cleaning crop for
planting on newly dug up grassland. There is é sense of
satisfaction in being able to iift a good crop of your own
potatoes) which will be a great standby later on,

X X X X

MORE ROOM FOR SEEDLINGS.

No matter hew carervl we are, it is almost impossible to
sow small vegetable seeds at a reasonable distance apart - af
frequent intervals along our drill we are almost certain to have
dropped three of four almost on top of one another, The result
is that, when the secdlings show, they form a more or less dense
row, each little plant elbowing its neighbours for living room,
Seedlings can't grow into strong plants if they must fight one
another for food and water and root-room, So a little thinning
out 1s essential,

Ultimately our parsnips and onions, carrots and turnips
and lettuce and the rest will have to stand at from & inches to
1 ft, apart, but it would not be safe to thin to that distance to
begin with. Plants might die, Slugs might pay us a visit and
do a little thinning on their own account, wWe must allow for
emergency losses of this kind, It will be sufficient at .the
moment to thin to roughly one or two inches apart,

Thinning is more essily done when the soil is damp
rather than dry. Seedlings can be withdrawn complete with roots
from a damp soil; one is apt to snap them off at soil level when
attempting to draw them from dry soil,

After thinning, always press the disturbed soil round
the surviving plants with the fingers,

X X X
& X -



BRUSSELS SPROUTS.

Brussels sprouts should be regarded as an autumn and
early winter crop. Even with the later varieties, the bulk of
the crop is produced before Christmas, For a late winter
supply of greens, savoys should be relied on réther than sprouts.
Soils.

Brussels sprouts succeed on most soils that are (1)
not too light and liable to dry out, (2) not too heavy,

(3) not water-logged. A deep, firm, well-drained soil gives
the best results,
Manuring.

Unless the soil is light and liable to dry out, or is
in poor condition, farmyard manure shoﬁld have been applied to
the previous crop, potatoes for instance. The soil should be
in such a condition that the plants can grow on after
transplanting, and continue growing with the least help from
nitrogenous manures, Not all soils are in this condition;
and if in August the plants are not doing as well as was
expected, a dressing of one of the standard inorganic nitrogenous
fertilisers, such as aulphéte of ammonia, can be applied at the
rate of three quarters of an ounce per square yard,

Even on soils that are in good condition, superphosphate
and potash are beneficial, On soils in poor condition, or
where no manure was applied to the previous crop, they are
essential, If obtainable, apply superphosphate at the rate
of 1% oz,, and a potash fertiliser at the rate of 1 oz, per
square yard before planting,

0ld soot - 6 oz..per sq, yard, - can be substituted
for the nitrogenous fertiliser; and if potash is
unobtainable a good sprinkling of fresh wobd ashes will help.,
SoWing.

TPo Oobtain sturdy young plants, sow at the rate of
one=cighth of an ounce to 50 feect of drilly 0o
precautions are to be taken against birds and insects, the

rate of sowing must be at least doubled.

2o



For carly cfops, sow in a cold frame or cold glasshouse
in February; or sow in a sheltered (but not shaded) position in
August, Plants from these sowings should be ready for
transplanting in April. Only early varieties should be sown in
the autumn,

For producing a later, hardier type of plant, sow in
April in the open, and transplant towards the end of May or in
early June, Times of sowing and transplanting vary, of course,
with season and district, In colder districts, the directions
given for getting an early crop may be the ncrmal method for the
main crop. ‘

Transplanting:

Plant at 2% ft., or even at 2 ft, apart each way, For
this close planting, choose one of the dwarfer varieties, Too
close planting will inevitable give disappointing results,

Plant firmly and deeply., Vvater the plants if the
weather is dry, drawing a littie dry soil around each plant after
the water has soasked away.

Pests:

When the seedlings sre just breaking through the ground,
they will probebly be attacked by birds, and there may be trouble
caused by various pests - especially the flea beetle in dry
weather. These pests can however be controlled if you follow the
directions given in the various free leaflets or priced bulletins
published by the Ministry. |

X X X X

HELPFUL STEFPS,

N Cardiff Horticulture Committee have arranged for 500
bundles of pea sticks to be cut from the corporation's woodlands
for sale to local allotments holders° They have also provided
three knapsack spraying machines for fheir Uuse,

In walsall, all local ironmongers have agreed to supply
bona fide allotment holders with toois at reduced rates, and local
seedsmen are supplying standard selections of vegetables seeds and

compound fertilisers at special prices,
3



Headmasters of schools are running a scheme whereby senior
boys help wives of tenants who have joined the forces to dig and

plant their gardens,

READING PUBLIC MUSEUM MAKES ITS CONTRIBUTION.

A scale model of an allotment is being exhibited in the
Reading Public Museum, with full notes on how and when to sow and
plant, Provision ismasde for visitors to leave enquiries in writing;
these are passed on daily to the local panel of advisers, who give
the necessary advice as soon as possible, Later on an exhibit of
pests and diseases of vegetable and fruit crops, artificial manures,
tools, etec. is to be staged.

A PROGRGLSSIVE U,D.C.

Woking (Surrey,) Urban District Council announces a prize
scheme for the best vegetables produced on their housing estates,
Mesetings of tenants, who number 785, are being held fto form gardening
associations, who will aim at securing improved production, <Those
not able to cultivate their gardens are being encouraged to seek the

help of neighbours, so that no ground may be wasted.

MAP MAKERS DIG FOR VICTORY.

Over 60 allotments have been made gsvailable on a derelict

kitchen garden and on other land taken over by the Ordnance Survey at
Southampton for their new buildings to be erected after the war., The
garden had been left untended for eighteen months., hen it was taken
over, volunteers were invited to work the eight or nine plots into
which it was divided at the Direector General's suggestion, Some sixty
applicati ons were received. A wider scheme was necessary SO 3% acres
of pasture land were marked out in 55 allotments, An assoeiation was
formed - with the Director General as President, a committee of
management appointed, lots were drawn for the plots and the map-makers
began work on the ground next day,.

X X X X
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PRESS NOTICE

Figures circulated for information, showing.
Germany's imports of iron ore in recent years.

In 1938 Germany (the old Reich) imported 21,928,000
tons of iron ore with a total iron content of 11,342,000
tons. Of this total 9,730,000 tons, with an iron content
of 4,467,000 tons, were imported from countries to which
Germany ceased to have access immediately on the outbreak
of war (i.e. PFrance, Newfoundland, Spain, Algeria, Spanish
Morocco, Sierra Leone, French Morocco, Tunis, Brazil and
others). The balance came from countries to which

Germany continued to have access after September 3rd, 1939,

namely:
Country. Iron Ore. Iron Content.
Sweden 8,992,000. 5,480,000,
Luxembourg 1,718,000, 515,000.
Norway 1,118,000, 726,000,
Greece 249,000. 120,000,
Switzerland 121,000. 34,000.

Total 12,198,000, 6,875,000.
Sweden's total export of iron ore to all destinations

amounted to:

in 1937, A in 1938,
13,964,627, 12,685,151,
This total was shipped as follows:
in 1937, in 1938.
through Narvik 7,580,000, 7,605,000,
" Lulea 3,103,216, 2,853,000,
" O:xelosund 2. 1hly, 632, 2,190,000, *
- other Baltic
ports 625,489 £

Allowing for certain discrepancies in the above figures,

it may be taken that the maximum quantity of iron ore shipped

+ = partly estimated.
= figure not available but very small.
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from Swedish Baltic ports smounted to 6,385,000 tons in 1937.
5,080,000 * w1058,
In estimating present day Germany's requireﬁents it is
also necessary to take account of Poliish and Czechoslovak
imports of iron ore from Sweden, Swedish recorded exports

of iron ore amounted to:

Destination. - 1937. 1938.
Germany 9,459,378, 8,945,115.
Czechoslovakia 761,721 798,180.
Poland R 126,882,
Total 10,332,588, 9,870,147,

It will be noted that the total of these three
countries'imports from Sweden included substantial shipments
via Narvik, and in any case greatly exceeded in both 1937 and
1938 the quentity shipmned through Baltic ports.

In view of the fact, as shown above, that Germany on the
outbreak of war was automatically cut off from well over a
third of her former imported supplies, it is clear that the

Swedish, and to a lesser degree the Norwegian, supplies have

since been to her of greater importance than ever before,
Moreover, it is obvious that Germany will be ready'to import
¢very ton that Sweden is prepared to ship through Baltic
ports, and the denial to her of the balance of her imports
from Sweden, hitherto shipped through Narvik, as well as of
her imports of ore from Norway, represents a further substan-
tial net loss to her of a commodity in which she is already
seriously deficient.,

From Norway Germany will not only 1o0se her imports of

iron ore, but also other important Norwegian produce,

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC [/RFARE
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UNEMPLOYED DEPUTATION AT MINISTRY OF SUPPLY.

A number of unemployed men from a neighbouring
employment exchange called at the Ministry of Supply today
with reference to a statement made by Mr, Burgin, Minister
of Supply, in a speech at Wolverhampton on Saturday, about
employment in the building trades.

The callers were received by a high official of the
Ministry and are to submit a memorandum for consideration.

In his speech at Wolverhampton the Minister said:
"There is, inevitably, in zonnection with any large-scale
building operations of the kind that I have mentioned a
great volume of pick and shovel work. Of that there is
certainly not a shortage, but of all the skilled work that
goes to make up building - your joiner, your carpenter,
your plasterer, your skilled tradesman -~ there is, in

general a greater demand than there is supply'.

Rt
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NORTH SEA AIR COMBAT.

(NOT TO BE QUOTED AS AN AIR MINISTRY ANNOUNCEIENT )

Latest reports of yesterday's air engagement over the
North Sea show that the Enemy fighters concentrated their attack
on a small section of Wellingtons which were flying some distance
astern of the main British formation.

Four Messerschmitt 110 twin engine fighters engaged
the British section at a height of 10,000 feet. Diving down
from the clouds, they made a series of attacks from level astern
and on the starboard beam; concentrating their fire on the two
Wellingtons at the rear of the formation. It was these two
aircraft which failed to return from the action.

Flying in close defensive formation the two British
bombers fought back on their faster opponents and, early in the
engagement one enemy aircraft was seen to go down in flames.

Its destruction was confirmed by observers in two of the British
aircraft. Other enemy fighters are known to have been damaged
and a second Messerschmitt is also believed to have been
destroyed.

ATR AFFAIRS.
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HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION FOR EVACUATED CHILDREN.

- In a Circular just issued to School Inspectors, the
Board of Education announce that after consultation with the
Ministry of Health it has been decided to consider proposals
for the provision of hostels for pupils of evacuated secondary,
junior technical and selective central schools and in special
cases of senior schools.

It is suggested that empty houses could be used for
the purpose and that this arrangement would meet the objections
that homework in the ordinary billets is often impossible and
that the normal billeting allowance is insufficient to cover
the large appetites of older children.

The immediate responsibility of the hostel should rest
with the Head Teacher, or other responsible teacher of the
evacuated school, but it will be necessary to appoint a matron
for catering, domestic management and welfare work.

The net cost of running the hostels, after deducting
the contributions by parents =~ which will be payable on the
same basis as for children billeted in the normal way - will
be met by the Government.

Only economicalproposals are to be considered and the
amount of rent to be paid for the building and the cost of any
structural alterations will be taken into account before a
project is accepted. In all cases a report by the District
Valuer on the rent should be obtained.

No proposal should be accepted, states the Circular,
where the accommodation provided will be for less than 20
ciildren, and the advice of the local Medical Officer of
Health should be obtained as to the number of children who can

’

be safely accommodated in a particular house.

BOARD OF EDUCATION.
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DECISION TO DE-RATION PORK FOR A LIMITED
PERIOD.

(1) The Minister of Food has had under review for some time
the situation created by the .ample supplies of pork now available,
and likely to be available during the next few weeks, and has
decided to de-ration pork as from April 9th until further notice,

(2) The meat ration which is at present at 1s,104. per week
for adults and half that amount for children of six years and under,
will be maintained at its present level for the time being. The
supply position of the meats which remain rationed, i.e., beef, veal,
mutton and lamb, will be closely watched, and the value of the ration
will be adjusted should this prove to be necessary.

(3) The present decision again illustrates the flexibility
of the rationing system, which has been so devised as to permit of
adjustments of the ration, and the exclusion or inclusion of
specific commodities from the operation of rationing as and when the
supply position renders this desirable.

(L) The allocation of pork to pork butchers and general
butchers during the period of de-rationing will be as follows:-

(a) Pork butchers will have supplies of pork allocated
to them on the basis of 100 per cent. of their
January, 1939 purchases; their,present allocation
represents 80 per cent. of those purehases,

(b) General butchers will have first.eall on the balance
of the pork supplies in their district, and the
allocations amongst individual butchers will be
determined by the Allocation Committee of the
Retailers' Buying Committee to .which the individual
butcher is attached. F,

(¢) Any surplus not taken up by general butchers will
be available to pork butchers in proportion to their
January 1939 purchases,

MINISTRY OF FOOD.



The Secretary to the Ministry of Transport makes the following

announcement s -

STEEL FOR PRODUCER GAS PLANTS,

Manufacturers requiring steecl for the production of
producer gas plants for use on road vehicles for civilian use
in this country should now apply to the Ministry of Trangport
for the necessary forms of application. All communications
should be addressed to:- The Secretary, Ministry of Transport,
(Room 349), Metropole Buildings, Northumberland Avenue,

London, W.C.Z2.

Ministry of Transport,
Metropole Buildings,
Northumberland Avenue,
W.C.zi

8th April, 1940.




SUPFLY DEPART ENTS' AREA ORGANIZATION.

The inistry of Supvly announces that the Ares Advisory Committee at
London hss been incugursted and will shortly hold its first meeting, The
members of the Committee are zs follows :-

Nomindsted by the Engineering Imployers' Federation.

iir, J.J.C, Becon (Edison Swen Electric Co, Ltd., Ponders Znd, iiiddlesex, )

lr, C. Farrar (Grover & Co. ILtd., Dritannia Eng, Works, Carpenters Road,
: Strstford, E, 15.)

lir, 0, Hook (Dewrsnce & Co. Ltd., 165, Gt, Dover St, London, S,E’l,)

Mr, N,V. Kipping (Stenderd Telephones & Cables Ltd,, O-kleigh Road, New

Southgete, N, 11,)

¥r, CoG. Lengford (George Glover & Co. LtA,, Renelegh Works, Royal Avenue,
Chelses, S.7.3.)

Mr, B, ifonk (Trojen Ltd,, Vicarage Road, Croydon, Surrey._)
lr, F.H, Seager (Se: gers Ltd,, Overy Street, Dartford, Kent.)
¥r, W, Wolmsley (Fairey ivistion Co, Ltd, Cranford Lane, Heyes, }Middlesex)
Wr, H, Latter (Director of the Engineering & Allied Employers® London &
District Association, 112, Abbey House, 8, Victoria Street,
Y T2
wajﬁd by the Trades Union Congress
e R 4 Amelgsmated Engineering Union
Mr. T. Knibbs, Mr, L, Tomkins,
39, Doughty Street, 14y, Beauchamp Roed,
‘Guildford Street, London, W.C.l. - Upper Norwood, London, S.E.19
Mr., A.E. Lye, ; S iirs R, Dawson,
94, Greenland Crescent, 25, Cheyne Hill,
Southall, Middlesex. Surbiton, Surrey.

Confederation of Shipbuilding snd Engineering Unions,

Mr, W, Freeman, lir, H,G, Brotherton,
The Field House, 236, Blackfriers Road,
Breams Buildings, London, E,C.l., ~ London, S, E, 1,
(Am=1gsmated Society of Woodworkers) (Netional Union of Sheet letal YWorkers end
Bresiers)
My, Bed. HilLl, ¥r, L.K, White,
58, Cooke Street, 218, Green Lane,
. Barking, Essex, London, N,1¢
(Boilemel;ers' & Iron & Steel Shipbuilders' (Transport & General Workers' Union)
Society

Nationsl Union of Foundry Workers,

Mr. G.J. Lengley,
27, Aislibie Roed,
lee, London, S, E, 12,

Associstion of Ingineering & Shipbuilding Draughtsmen, :
i, R, Pearson; o=
69, Stammer Park Road,
Brighton.
MINISTRY OF SUFFLY,
Press Office, Adelphi,W.C.2,
8e ke 40,
H- 165



A CATALOGUE OF CRIME

CORRECTION

In Issue No., 2 - 8/4/L0, please note
following correction on Page 10. Read "Gothia,
1640 tons gross, sunk on 22nd January" instead of

"22nd February".

b

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION,
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As this script is being issued in advance it should be
checked against the actual broadcast in the B.B.C. Home
Service Programme, 9.20 - 9.35 p.m. tonight.

(NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST UNTIL AFTER

THE SPEECH HAS BEEN DELIVERED THIS (MONDAY) EVENING)

BROADGCAR ST g G T

TRADE UNIONS IN WAR-TIME.
by

Sir Walter Citrine.

In the two previous talks you were told about the way the
Trade Unions are carrying on with their ordinary job of
protecting the wages and conditions of the workers, whilst at
the same time helping in the struggle against Hitlerism.

I want to talk to you about the more general aspects of
Trade Union policy during war-time. We saw this war coming.
We knew something of the problems it would bring. What was
to be our policy? Should we stand apart and make no
contribution to help the country out of our knowledge and
experience? Should we leave that responsibility entirely to
others and confine our efforts to negative criticism and
opposition? Assuredly we would have to discuss with the
Government at some stage those general questions of social a
economic poliey which concern us all. Would it not be better
to insist on the fullest consultation in the earliest stages?

Trade Unionism is a constructive force. It has long been
recognised as the unchallenged representative of the workers
in industry. Collective discussions and negotiations between
employers and Trade Unions is the normal practice in Great
Britain. We decided that we would follow that same course in
our relations with the Government.

I would not have stressed this but for the fact that a
concerted campaign is going on to make Trade Unionists believe
that our Movement has been handcd over to the Government bound
hand and foot. It comes from people who denounce the
resistance of our nation to Nazi aggression as an "imperialist
war', and whose immediate purnose is to stop it.

/They
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They are the same people who a few months ago were
denouncing the appeasement policy of the Prime Minister as a
base betrayal, and who were demanding the formation of a
Government which would present a united front to Hitlerism. Not
all our critics are of that type, of course, and many genuine
Trade Unionists have fallen victims to the viecious propaganda
of these British emulators of Lord Haw-Haw,.

We are abused for "collaborating with the Government" as
though we had sacrificed our independence and committed the
Trade Unions in advance to accept everything that the Government
might propose. Some of our critics seem to regard it as
reprehensible, and even wicked,for the Trade Unions to have
anything to do with any government not of our own political
“¢olour, Such people do not seem to realise that the Government
administers not only the political affairs of the nation, but in
war-time it has almost complete control over the way in which
our industries are carried on.

It stands to reason that if the Trade Unions are to exert
any influence on the decisions of the Government they must take
representations to it. But ah', say the critiecs, it is one thing
to make representations to a Government, and another thing
continuously to collaborate with it on committees and councils.

It seems to me that this is merely playing with words. Surely,
if it is right for the Unions to put forward their point of

view to the Government at all, it is better to do this in an
organised and regular form: This makes our representations much
more direct and potent. ; :

Naturally, the Government must take the final responsibility
for its decisions. But no Government, whatever its political
eolour, can afford to ignore the views of important sections
of the community. Particularly is this true when those sections
are powerful and well organised. But power carries with it
responsibility, and it is not for the Trade Union Movement to
shirk its obligations to the people as a whole. This does
not mean that the Trade Unions must meekly concur in whatever
“deeisions may be made by the Government. Nor does it mean
that Trade Unionists are ready to sacrifice their independence
or acquiesce in attempts to curtail their democratic rights.

It does mean, however, that our Movement recognises that it
has responsibilities as well as rights, especially at a time
when the nation is engaged in a life and death struggle.

So, the Trade Union Movement, in addition to dealing
with the many questions which affect the workers directly
in industry, is taking its part in trying to solve the
problems which concern us all, in the wider sphere of
economic and social policy.

Not only have the Unions been looking after the wages
of the workers, but they have kept a vigilant eye upon the
mass of regulations and orders which war-time inevitably
brings.

We read a good deal about bureaucracy, but you can
take it from me that in those matters which affect the
worker it has been kept well under control.
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At the beginning of the war there were minunderstandings
and difficulties, of course, but once the Prime Minister had
fully heard our case, he realised the necessity for taking
the Unions into the closest consultation, not only on matters
which eoncern them alone, but upon many questions which affect
them equally with other members of the community.

For example, the blackout, the application of summer time,
the evacuation of the children, civilian war injuries, profits
on armaments, voluntary savings, export trade in war-time,
production of coal, control of prices of household commodities,
the rationing of food and fuel, control of shinping, health
insurance, old-age pensions, education in war-time both for
civilians and members of the armed forces, and arrangements of
holidays, are matters which concern the whole community. But,
none the less, Trade Unionists are vitally concerned and they,
with their dependents form well over one-third of the whole
Nation.

So naturally we have been consulted upon such subjects
as well as upon the many questions which are of more immediate
concern to Trade Unionists.

NoWw let me say a few words about munition production,
Munitions do not concern only iron and steel and engineering
but affect practically oil the main industries of the country.
In March, 1938, when the menace of Hitlerism became
imminent, the Prime Minister called into consultation the Trades
Union Congress to discuss the acceleration of rearmament. Our
engineering unions were also discussing the same problem with
the Government and the employerss.

Much has happened since then, and to-day Trade Union
representatives sit on numerous committees and control boards
dealing with the supply of every kind of munition. I am quite
sure that despite our national genius for muddling through, this
process of affording the expert advice of workers and employers
to the Government will obtlain far better results than would
otherwise be possible.

Many of us remempber the inefficiencies, over-
lappings and blunders which were made in the last war
and no one has a shrewder anpreciation of this than the Trade
Unionist. There are still many difficult problems to surmount
before munition nroduction can reach the maximum required,

The task of solving them will, in the main, rest upon
the Trade Unions and employers' organisations, whose members are
engaged in the industries directly concerned. They will call
for the exercise of great patience and broad-mindedness, and
their solution will denend in no small measure upon the degree
of confidence that can be placed in the undertakings which will
be required from the Government and the employers to safeguarad
the position of the workers.,

Now let us look at the larger realm of communal
activity. Some people might consider that such things as the
welfare scheme for the troops and the Red Cross Penny-a-Week
Fund wer€¢ not the business of the Trade Unions, I hone there
are no Trade Unionists who think this.

/The
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As a General once said to me, "The army is the people's army".
The same is true of the navy and the air force. It is up to the
people to see that our fighting men get the best conditions we can
possibly give them. So it is that the Trades Union Congress has
its members serving on the Nuffield Fund, and on the official
Welfare Scheme to provide amenities for the men in the forces.

While the men are away it is the duty of the rest of us to see
that the community maintains their families in a proper standard of
well-being, by raising ths allowances to their dependants to a more
adequate scale-

: There is another way in which the Trade Unions can help to
look after their absent comrades. However long the war lasts much
the same problems will have to be faced as at the end of the last
war. The Trade Unions are concerning themselves now about those
problems, and in the meantime are resolved that when the troops come
back, they do so to conditicns of 1life which are compatible with
the sacrifices they have made.

We have thrown our weight in with the Red Cross from the
beginning. We are only asking workers to pay regularly a penny a .
week for helping to prcvide zomforis, and care for the wounded which
no army regulations can ccver, and for making the lot of those poor
chaps who have been captursd by the enemy a bit more comfortable.
Individually it doesa't mean much of a sacrifice; but Haken in bulk
the pennies of the workers mount up to thousands of pounds a week.

Then again, we have our people on the Refugee Committee and
Hardship Tribunals, and those for dealing with Conscientious Objectors,
which some people will say ig not our business at all. Well let them
think so, but we intend to go on looking after the interests of the
worker no matter what sphere he may enter. I don't agree with the
pacifists - but I respect them none the less. I put them in an
entirely different cetegory from those:who, after clamouring for war
against Hitler, have suddenly discovered that this war is a capitalist
conspiracy.

Trade Unionists can't condemn the badgering of conscientious
objectors by tribunals and condone it when done by their workmates in
the factories, Moral courage is one of the elements which has helped
- to make our Movement great, and I hope Tirade Unionists will not make
it difficult for those who conscientiously objectto war, to gain their
iivelihood in civil life,

There is another set of people of a very different. type. As I
said earlier, they now denounce the war as "imperialist'. They didn't
discover this until after Russia had deserted the Peace Front and made
her pacts with Germany. When Stalin and Ribbentrop had shaken hands
over their bargain with all the fervour of men who had no intention
of keeping it unless it suited their book, the Communist Party of
Great Britain obediently shouted that the war was not aimed against
Hitler but against the workers of our own country.

/They
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They find themselves pursuing a not dissimilar tactic from the
few curiosities who tried to foist Fascist methods on the British
people, as a new brond of nolitics with an imitation Fuehrer,
uniform and spotlight all comnlete. They are now doing their
utmost to divide and wecken the national will and to exploit
every grievance of Trade Unionists so as to influence them
against the war.

They demand an end to '"the industrial truce"", by which
they evidently mean the negotiations for increased wages which the
Unions have successfully carried on without strikes. Let me
repect, their primary purpose is not to protect the workers but to
stop the war. They themselves have said so in their published
resolutions and pamphlets. Continuous pronagende is kept going
by them to create dissension within our Movement. It is the
duty of Trade Unionists who value their freedom to be alert and not
to play the Communist game. I do not doubt what the result will
be when the issues are debated at the Conference of the Labour
Party at Whitsuntide, at which most of our Unions will be
represented.

The war has taken a very different turn from that which we
all expected. The feeling of immediate danger has been replaced
by a false sense of security in which the noise of controversy is
more easily heard. Open discussion of differences is all to the
good, but dissension and disunity designed to cripple our
resistance is precisely what Hitler hopes for most of all.

Internationally we have tried to preserve our understanding
with the Trade Unions of other countries through the International
Federation of Trade Unions, and we are in direct touch with the
French Unions through the Anglo-French Trade Union Council which
we have formed. We hope by an exchange of views and experiences
we may be able to strengthen both our Movements and to protect the
conditions of our members. We also hope to frustrate the designs
of the Communists and the Nazis, or the "Communazis", as the
French workers call them, who seek to drive a wedge between the
two countries.

War creates many grievances and involves much irksome
restriction. It is a trying time for everyone, and particularly
for working people. It is they who have to work the long hours,
often doing disagreesble and burdensome tasks in an 8&tmosphere of
strain, under conditions of noise, bad ventilation, haste and
danger. It is they who feel most keenly the effects of the rise
in the cost of living. They live habitually on a slender margin,
many of them with no rargin at all for anything but the barest
necessities of iife. They are bearing with remarkable good
humour the burdens of our time, because they realise that the
nation has undertaken a righteous cause. They treasure their
democratic rights and institutions and are determined to preserve
them against Hitler or anvone else who may menace them. The
Trade Union Movement will not let them down.

BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION.
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BRITISH AIR MAIL TO EGYPT

(NOT TO _BE QUOTED AS AN AIR MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENT

A statement broadcast recently to Africa from Zeesen
is an example of the complete fabrication of news by this
station.

The statement was that owing to the failure of the
English to run an 8ir ervice to Egypt the Dutch air Lines
had been called upon to carry Egyptian air mails.

In fact 13 British air services are regularly running
to Egypt and back every fortnight. Ten of these are by
flying boat and three by landplane. All carry

mails between this country and Egypt.

ATR AFFAIRS
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ATIR FIGHT AT SEA LEVEL.

(Not' to be quoted ns an Air Ministry snnouncement).

When an aireraft of the Royal Air Force Coastal Command
recently attacked a German flying boat over the North Sea, both
machines were within twenty feet of the water throughout the fight.

The British aireraft, a Hudson, was on patrol when the
pilot saw a dark grey Dornier at sea level. The British pilot
attacked from the beam and opened the fight with three short
bursts from his front gun. ‘

The Dornier turned steeply to port, but the Hudson swung -
to starboard to bring his rear gun into action. Two bursts
were fired as the enemy came into the fight.

The German rear gunner replied with tracer bullets, but
his shots went wide. The Hudéon attacked again, and the German's
rear gun was silenced. The British pilot made five more attacks
from the tail and there was still no reply from the German gun.

The British pilot's ammunition ran out and he broke off the combat.

In another fight over the North Sea an hour later, a Hudson
di#ed from 2,000 feet upon a Dornier flying 500 feet above the
sea. Three bursts from the Hudson's front gun entered the
Dornier's fuselage while the German rear gunner replied. The
Hudson pulled steeply to port out of its dive and circled to
allow its rear gunner to fire several bursts which also got home
in the enemy's fuselage. Then the British pilot dived once again
upon the Dornier scoring more hits with front and rear guns.

| But the Hudson was returning from a long patrol and petrol
began to run short. With a final burst from his gun, the pilot
broke off the combat and returned to his base. He landed with only

enough petro}l in his tank for two minutes of flying time.

AIR AFFATIRS.




8/“/“-0 oy NOo 1] e

BRCADCAST BY LORD WOOLTON, THE MINISTER OF FOOD

MONDAY, 8th APRIL., 9.15 p.m,

Not to be published until the Minister has spoken.

As you have just heard it is to you - the Housewives of
Britain - that I went to talk to-night.

Last week the Prime Minister asked me to become Minister
of Food. I hesitated; I doubted my ability to do a job so
colossal, I turned to my wife and thought - and took the job
believing that I could rely on the women of the country to help me.

So we've a job to do together, you and I, an immensely
important war job, No uniforms, no parades, no drills, but a Job
wanting a lot of thinking and a lot of knowledge too, We are the
army that guards the Kitchen Front in this war,

Now let me tell you what should be constantly in our minds.
There may be difficult days ahead of us, far more difficult than
we have seen yet, We shall still want feeding. My Jjob is to
arrange that there shall be such quantities of food held in reserve
in different parts of this country that in the worst days we can
imagine, we shall have enough food.

It is a very heavy responsibility to have to carry, and if
you understand it you will know why I do not hesitate to ask you
now, before the difficulties are upon us, to do without things, to
suffer inconveniences, and to stop saying "Well, if the stuff is
there, why can't we have it",

T am just doing what you always &do yourselves; I am keeping
a bit in the cupboard. Sometimes I can open the cupboard, We have
enough pork in sight for the time being, From to-night pork but
not bacon will be sold free of the ration, but you will understand .
that when it becomes necessary to put pork back on the ration - it
almost certainly will be necessary ~ I shall do it.

280 there is my poliey. Now let me tell you where I want
your help. I'm going to be very practical, and a bit personal to00.

First you must not waste any food, We want all the ships
we can get to bring across munitions of war, and I tell you in plain
language you are risking the lives of our fighting men if your waste
of food takes up extra shipping,

Now don't be self~satisfied about waste, Let me ask you some
questions., Do you eat new bread? If you keep it a day, it will go
farther; are you eating wisely, or are you eating more than you
really need? Well, cut it out, and let's have the shipping space
instead, Sugar? Really can't you cut it down in war time, T have
done: I am well below the ration,

Tea: here's a new slogan for the Kitchen Front. "“One for
each person, and none for the pot¥. The pot is quite unnecessary.
Again let us have the ships instead,

We have Been so happy in our island that we have never really

bothered to try to get the best possible use out of our foods,
To-day I am starting a nation-wide campaign to do this.

/We



We may find it necessary to do without all sorts of
things we are used to, and we may have to spread our choice more
wide lyo

But you can't do that and keen your menfolk and your
children healthy unless you Xnow how. And it is my business
to see that you are told.

I am therefore arranging for help to be given you.
Simple demonstrations of wartime cookery will be arranged through-
out the land, and the Education Authorities, very many voluntary
social organisations and the Gas and Eliectricity Companies are
all going to help you anc me to get this knowledge of wartime
diets across. :

I want you to go and see these demonstrations. ik
you don't know where to go, ask the local Food Office to tell you,
and .don't be afraid. I3 be Pun. You will meet people and
be able to talk about things, and laugh at one another's mistakes.

But keep your eve on the Jjob. I don't want you to
learn fancy cooking, and how to make bride cakes, I want you
to learn how to .get the last ounce of food value out of every-
thing that goes in to the kitchen, And you'll save yourselves
some money t00. Mobilise yourself. Let the Kitchen Front
parade at these demonstrationes; read the booklet I am sending
out soon on Wartime Feedings.

You will then know what our scientists have learnt since
the last war on how to select the right food for your families
and for the Jjob your menfolk are doing. I hope I have been
clear: I hope I have left you with a clear idea of how you
can help your country.

Will you help? 0L course you will - all of you
freely - because you love this country of ours, and it's your way
of serving it.

Good night.

R

MINISTRY OF FOOD.,
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FRENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQU
~ (EVENING =

Paris, Monday,

... The following official communique was issued from

French General headquarters this eveming:~

No incident of importance on the front in the
course of the day.

Activity of both air forces during the morning.

o
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HOME FROM GERMANY .

The Sguadron had becn on a leaflet raide

"Operations" said: "The pilots will be back abou’
R P ek

At 4,01 a ncew star twinkled in a sky already rich in
stars, On the ground, a group suddenly began to movee Watchers
aad spotted the signs of a returning aircraft advertised by
the steady_drone of an approaching enginee

The searchlight picked out the runway, andy, as smoothly
as though it had bcen full daylight and a familiar aerodrome, the
bomﬁer madu‘a perfecet landings

Even before it had landed; another returning raider bega..
to circle the acrodromcs The field cleared, permission to land
wae given and down came the newcomers. It made as clean a landing
ag the first aircraft,

Due "about 4'; Dboth down by 4,05 After 1,500 miles
of night flying the grecat bombers clocked in with the precision
of crack expresses that had covered no morc than two hundrcd miles,

Ground crews hustled to reach thc planese. A 8light
reluctance to clamber out secems to mark crows who ha&o made long
2lightse Cramped legs to straighten out, things to arrange tidilys
things to tie up and leavc shipshape ~ all take timc. The chocks
were replaced, refuelling gear got ready and then a blacker patch
in the fuselage appcared, out of which the crews climbed.

‘ In their protcctive clothing and harness -~ weird looking
equipment and faces masked by carphones and grime - they looked
1ike men-1fom anothér worlde
. The crews walkcd to their waiting refreshment, steaming
tea and hot food, strength returning to their legs with every stride.

Along the walls, the bunks of stand=by crews were lined.
A table covered with ncwspapers served as the "recstaurant", a

gpirit stove as kitchen rangcae
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Tea taken, thc crews made their reportse Little points
of obscrvation werc brought back to memory and noted: points
which the obscrvers perhaps had not considered of great importaice
but which build up the picturc, now almost perfect, of the enemy
2t yye

The complcte report was rcady at last: what one man
hed not noticed another hade. The raid had been successful from
cll angles.

Then the two crews were frece for talk and relaxations

Onc crew was composed of representatives of different
parts of the Empire, There is a rich raciness to their talks
The other crew came mainly from Yorkshire and Lancashires

"Sece anything?"

"Yes, There was that place they're holding a Faire
Siwariened 'em up a bit with a couple of Verey Lights. Just for
fun, You see anything?"

"Yepe Couldn't miss my place. Chucked the things out
and had a run round for half an houre"

So, disparaging their own performances, they told the
tale among thcmselves. These young men, some of them only 19
ycars old, who havc taken thé grcat bombers along a course that
ineludes important certres that might have offered strong enemy

action, &re modcst heroess

PROGRESS OF THE AIR WAR.

ReAeFe Training Bcats Germanse

Outstanding successes of Royal Air Forcé airceaft in
sngagements against the enemy have becn a continued feature of the
air war, A notablec examplc was the fight put up by a single
Short Sunderland flying boat recently against six German Junkers 88
boenmbers cngaged in attacking a convoye One German aircraft was
shot down, and onc so damaged that it came down later in neutral

territory, whilst the Sunderland returned safely,
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Undoubtedly much of the success of British pilots and
air crcws is due to the superiority of British training,
It has long been suspected that the Luftwaffq training is not
what it is reputcd to bes Even beforc the war, independent
observers in Germany commented on the cemparatively small
amount of flying apparently going on in rclation to thc huge
air forces being built upe It is not improbable that shortagc
of fucl and other reasons have affcctcd the Germans' flying
training since thc wars
Although many morc pilots are now being traincd in the
RohAoFo thc thoroughness of their training has in no way becn
reduccd, Some new idcas have becen introduced, such as the "visual"
ILink; and the training of instructors has becn grecatly cxpanded.
New Plying sechools have becn operiecd and others are in prospecte
The syllabus of instruction has becn reclatcd to the
Dominions training schcmes This insures that all flying pcrsonncl
of the Royal Air Force will recceive an cqually thorough .traininge
The scheme of training for all Air Force pilots provides
for carcfully calculatcd periods in each of the following stagees:~
ground instruction at an Initial Training Wing; training at an
elementary flying school; then at a Scrvice flying training
scrhools Even when the pilot has won his wings, hc gets further
spcecialisrd ﬁvainiﬁg in oper=ational dutiec as part of an aircraft
crcw before taking his placec in an operational squedrone
Despite the limitations on instructional flying imposcd
by war conditions and wintcr weathcry flying training has gonc on
continuously throughout the country. In some arecs, clcmentary
fl:ring has nccessarily becn confined to fairly close limitse
Nevertheless, no pilot has been passed out to his next stagc or
to his operational squadron without the full flying practicc and
instruction insisted upon undcr the Royal Air Force scheme of
training,
Thce basis of all thc mcasures for increcasing the output

of pilots for the Royal Air Forcc has becn described as "to
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producc in mass without a rcduction in gquality".
The ascendancy of British pilots and air crews over

thosc of the enemy is cvidcnce of the valuc of that policye

THE "FLYING SUITCASE", i

The Handley Page Hampden, which is onc of the fastest
medium bombers in the world, has reccntly been giving é good
acéoﬁnt of itsclf in attacks on cnemy scaplanc bascs and
rcconnaigsance flights over Germany.

In appcarance this aircraft is unusual; and so is its
method of congtruction, The narrow fuselage is of a dcep~sectioﬁ |
in the forepart and tapcrs rapidly to a slim tail boom, The
unusual silhouctte, scen from the side, has earncd it the name of
the "flying suitcasc". Built on what is known as the split
congtruction systcm, the wholc of the Hampden is split'up
into small units, thus providing thec means of rapid asscmbly, ﬁ

The Hampden is an all metal, mid-wing monoplanc capable
of carrying a very big load for a long distance at high spceds
Fittcd with two Bristol Pegasus engincs each of approximately
1,000 hepsy it has a cruising specd of about 220 mepashe and a
maximum specd of 265 mePahe . The maximun rangec approaches 2,000
milecss The wing span is 69 fts 4 ins.,, the overall length 53ft.

4 ins, and the all-up wcight 8% tons, of which over 3 tons is
"yseful load',. A crew of threc or four is nommally carriecde

In common with othcr British aircraft the defcensive
armement of the Hampden type has bcen considerably strengthened
sincé the outbreak of war, giving it a formidablec.defence
against enemy aircrafte

As onc of the principal types of Britain's counter-
offensive aircraft the namec "Hampden" is especially appropriate
for this Handley-Pagc products It commcmorates John Hampden,

the defender of civil libertiese The first“Hampden bomber was
[ ]
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nemed in June, 1938, by Viscountess Hampden, wifc of the Lord
Licutenant of the County of Hertfordshirc, a direct descendant of

John Hampdcne

CAT AND MOUSE IN THE CLOUDS

A skilful use of cloud cover recently enabled three
British reconnaissance aircrafi{ to clude an enemy fighter of
greatly superior periormance and to completc their task withoud
intorruption. v

The three aircraft wcre flying in company at a height
of 2,000 ft. OVGPOGerman territory when a twin-cngine Messerschmd tt
110 - Germanyts latest and fastest fighter type =~ was scen following
them from threc milcs astern and slightly bolows

As thc British aircraft made for the cloudsy, 1,000 fte
above, the Messerschmitt, making usc of its much higher speced,
climbed to the same height and was rapidly closing the range when
the British formation gaincd the ncarcst cloud bank and were lost:
%0 view,

A fow moments later the British airerafi broke cover
and thecir leader, looking round for his pursuer, was amuscd to sec
the Messerschmitt circiing cautiously round a cloud patch two miles
away, obviously waiting for his quarry to cmerge. .

The British leadcr thcn took his formation into another
cloud bank. On cmerging he hed a final glimpsc of thc distant
mMezscrschmitt pilot apparently throwing caution to‘thc wind and
plunging'into'tho cloud pateh in a lest desperate effort to

"Tlush! his birds,

ONE THOUSAND HORSE POWER =~ ONE MANS

"Both the Vickers Spitfirc and Hawker Hurricane single-
seat Tighters are powered with 1050 hepe Rolls

Royce Merlin engincs esescesece’

Developments in British aero-cngines have gone on So

stcadily that this modern wonder of scientific cngineering is
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nowadays acccpted as almost a conmmonplacee A thousand and more
horsepower, crowded into a small, single-scat fighter, is taken for
grantcde The demand for even greater horsepower has already been
met by British designers. New and morc powerful cngines arc now
in-production.

What this concentration of motive power under the control
of ¢ single pilot really means can be appreciated by a comparison
with the approximate horsepower of other forms of transports

' The latest type of B56-scater London ‘'bus, rated at 54 heDes
Jevelops about 110 hepe It would take a flcet of 10 *buses to
cqual the power capacity of a single Spitfirece

The average engine power of a modern cargb steamer of about
5,000 tons can bc taken as about 2,000 heDe That ship would have
an engine room staff of perhaps five or sixe. An average small
tiramn, sucihh as a coal steamery would have engines of less than
000 haepe

Great Western engincs of the "King" class haul their
500 tons of traih at exprecss specd on a horsepower of only 1,200

And the pre-war motoristy, dfiving his family saloon at
£ "adizzy" 55 meDehs on his weckend dash to thce sea, may sometimes
have dreamed that the power under his bonnet was stepped up to that
of a Hurricane's engine. The ehgines of ‘30 or more cars, cach
rated at 10 heDse, Would be nccded to equal the horse power undedr

the control of onc young British fighter pilotd

EYES AND EARS_OF THE AERODROMEs

Thcre is one pilot at every Royal Air Force Station who
will always be found on the grounds - This is the Duty Pilote

The Duty Pilot sits in an offices He is responsible
for the aircraft traffic in and out of the flying f£ield, which he
ean take in at a glance from his windows ‘

When an aircraft is due, the Duty Pilot will have becn

informed of the approximate time of its arrival, On landing the
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pilot immecdiatcly reports to thc Duty Pilot's Office. In his
log the Duty Pilot rccords dctails of thc aircraft, time of landing, |

the pilot's namec and so on. % thé oircraft nceds petrol, the
Duty Pilot gives the necessary orders for refucllinge
Pcrhaps: the aircraft has brought o Staff officer who is
on a tour of insnection and must be at another station 200 miles away
buforc nightfalls The Duty Pilot obtains a weather forecast, sccures

permission from lHcadguarters for the flight to be magde, and warns

Obscrver Corpé posts and anti-aircraft batteries of thc type of
garcraft and the height at which it will flye. When the aircraft
takes off the Duty Pilot notifies the other station of the time it
ig due to arrivce |

Flights betwecen stations are rigidly controllcds The

Duty Pilots, working in watchcs throughout the 24 hours, arc kept

~ Yory Busy. |

The state of the acrodrome is also the Dubty Pilot's
goncerns Weather conditions mey have rcndered a patch unsafe for
landings He will sec that aircraft avoid ite

Perhaps an incoming aircraft is circling overhead whilc
another aireraft is atout to take off; e Duty Pilot fircs 4 Vercy
1ight to warn thc pilot to s*ay in tlho air until the "All Glear!
ig pgivens

Another aircraft may have made a forecd landings It is

the Duty Pilot's task to report any damage, and if possibile put the |

tirerats back on ita courscs g

ReAsFs FIRE FIGHTERS' FLAMEPROOF SUITe

Fircfighters ab Royal Adr Forece Stations can walk

through flames with safety. At every air station flameproof

sudits are ready for instant use whonover flying is in progresse
The alrmen are always on duty with the firetender wearing the
lower portion of the flamgproof sultse

Theso Royal Air Force firc sults are designed to enable
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the wearer to work unimpeded in a serious firce Unlikec suits
made entirely of asbestos, these are lighte They have silk
linings.

The various portions -~ trouscrs, boots, jumpcr, gauntlets
and helmet - have becn carefully planned so as to facilitate rapid
ad justment and casy storage on the firétendero |

A special drill has becn worked out for tcaching fire
crews the cuickecst way of adjusting thce top portion of thc suite.

Airmen for fire-fighting work are carcfully selccted.
They must have good physicue and stecdy nervese . Any teadency
towards claustrophobia would be a bar, They are given specia
training to test and develop their staying powery, and to speéd

1p their handling of their firc-fichting equipment,

TEA TRIUMPHANT?

Som¢ Royal Alir Forcc Units in France arce stationed in
the midst of o famous winc-producing rcgion, When they first
arrivcd, the consumption of wine rose sharply in cafes and
restaurahts, as British airmens able for the first time to 6btain
very reasonably whnt in England is rathcr an expensiVe drink,
gamplcd it with gustoe

Later, to the surprise ~-nd regret of local hotcliers
the dcmand for the wine began %o falls Soont it was back to
nre~wir levcle I its ploce thore come the almost uwnanimous
demand for "n nice cup of teas  Home habits had reasserted
themsclvesd

Cefe and restaurant provriectors have accepted this
Eritish nceculiarity in good parte They have learned to Pproduse

wellemade tea in large quantiticss



PRESS NOTICE,

Official Joint ADMIRALTY and AIR MINISTRY Communigue.

Enemy aircraft c¢arried out an attack on
Seapa Flow this evening without doing any damage.
It is certain that ait least one enemy

alrcraft was brought down by our fighters.
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