
“What I remember 
about that day, Sept. 11, 
2001, is I was sitting in 
my office watching prac-
tice video and [Assistant 
Athletics Director for 
Football Operations] Ar-
thur Johnson  walked in 
and said, ‘Coach, I just 
want to make you aware 
that a small plane has hit 
one of the Twin Towers 
in New York.’

And my first thought was, what a tragedy for some 
airplane to have gotten off course or somebody must 
have had a heart attack or something to hit the Twin 
Towers. And then Arthur came back in and said, 
‘Coach, I think it’s more than that. Another plane hit 
the Twin Towers.’ And then I turned on the television 
and started watching, and from that point forward, we 
understood that we were under terrorist attack.

My first thought was — with the Bush family living 
in Austin and one of the daughters being at the Uni-
versity of Texas — what about the safety of our players? 
What about the safety of their families?

We stopped our meetings immediately, and we 
got on the phone and started calling and texting our 
players to make sure that they were OK, trying to get 
them to this building, trying to get them downstairs 
so that we could all put some sense into what was 
going on with our country.

There were some scary moments because it took 
some time to communicate because so much of our 
communication was down. It was an open date week, 
and I do remember we decided not to practice that af-
ternoon and we decided to sit and talk as a team and 
a football family about what had happened. We talked 
about the potential impact on them, their children and 
their grandchildren.

We played Houston the next week, and every one 
of our players carried a flag for the National Anthem. 
And since that point, we have carried at least two flags 
out onto the field. We try to have each of the young 
men that are carrying the flag onto the field have some 
sort of affiliation with our armed forces by having a ei-
ther a relative or a dear friend in the military.

And as you look back ten years ago, our incoming 
freshmen were eight years old at that time. So we’ll go 
back through some of the changes in history over that 
moment this afternoon with our team.”
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UT students 
memorialize 
friends, family 
lost in attacks

MACK BROWN

Editor’s note: This Sunday, people across campus and 
the country will remember exactly what they were doing 
ten years ago when two planes hit the Twin Towers and 
killed approximately 3,000 Americans in a terrorist attack. 
The Texan asked Longhorn head coach Mack Brown, 
CFO Kevin Hegarty, lecturer Sherri Greenberg and 
Journalism School Director Glenn Frankel where they 
were and how they reacted on Sept. 11.

UT football head coach

Jim Collins | Associated Press

In this Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001 file photo, the south tower starts to collapse as smoke billows from both buildings of the 
World Trade Center in New York. 

   While most of the UT com-
munity was in shock as they 
saw the 9/11 attacks, one UT 
alumnus scrambled to write 
an article about aviation secu-
rity that would go on to win 
the Pulitzer Prize. 

At the time of the attacks, 
Lynn Lunsford 
worked as an aero-
space reporter for 
The Wall Street 
Journal’s Los An-
g e l e s  b u r e a u . 
Lunsford contrib-
uted to one of the 
stories produced 
on 9/11 that won 
the paper a Pulit-
zer Prize for breaking news in 
2002. Lunsford’s bureau chief 
called to tell him to turn on 
the TV to see what he then 
thought was a small plane 
that had hit the World Trade 
Center. 

“I could instantly tell that it 

wasn’t a small airplane. The hole 
was too big,” Lunsford said. 

Lunsford reported on every 
major plane crash from 1986 
to 2009, which gave him the 
insight to see that the first im-
pact wasn’t an accident. 

“It was a beautiful, clear 
day, so it made no sense that 
a big jetliner would slam 

into a building,” 
Lunsford said. 

He said his co-
workers in the 
Los Angeles office 
didn’t know what 
to think as they 
watched the news. 

“Everyone saw 
it as an aviation di-
saster until the sec-

ond plane hit,” Lunsford said. 
He and the other report-

ers who contributed to his 
article made phone calls to 
the contacts they’d made 
throughout their careers as 
aviation journalists. 

“We got the best information 

Tragedy leads to Pulitzer 
for journalist alumnus

By Liz Farmer
Daily Texan Staff

Overcoming religious 
stereotypes years later

Cultural response to 9/11 
reveals deeper meaning

By Allie Kolechta

 Fine arts graduate student Court-
ney Sale  has always had a hard time 
finding the right words to speak 
about the 9/11 attacks on the World 
Trade Center. Nearly 10 years ago, 
Sale’s brother-in-law entered the 
North Tower to attend a conference 
at the top floor of the tower. He nev-
er emerged. 

Sunday will mark the 10th an-
niversary of the 9/11 attacks and 
the anniversary of her brother-
in-law’s death. After years of do-
ing research and having conversa-
tions with other families affected 
by 9/11, Sale has finally found the 
words to talk about her experience 
and will debut them in a produc-
tion called “september play.” 

“For me, a lot of the play is dia-
logue I have on a daily basis with my 
own family,” Sale said. “It’s [talking] 
about a personal loss that’s situated in 
public loss.” 

Sale’s play is one part of UT’s 
three-day 9/11 commemoration, 
which will begin with a flag lowering 
in Main Mall Friday morning and a 
carillon concert at noon. Students are 
encouraged to leave notes of remem-
brance, individual perspectives and 
memories of 9/11 at the UT Tower, 
according to the University’s website. 
All notes will be collected and saved 
in official University archives in the 
Dolph Briscoe Center for Ameri-
can History. Friday’s activities will 
conclude with a 9/11 panel entitled 
“Conversation 9/11: A Decade After, 
Looking Forward” hosted by the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs. 

The commemoration has been 
a joint effort of the Office of the 
President, Student Government, 
Office of Relationship Manage-
ment and University Events. Di-
rector of University Media Rela-
tions Gary Susswein said recogniz-
ing and commemorating 9/11 is 
very important to the University. 

“It was an event that had a pro-
found impact on our nation and 

By Jody Serrano
Daily Texan Staff
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 It was the 2009 National 
Book Award winner “Let the 
Great World Spin” by Irish 
author Colum McCann that 
served as the impetus for UT 
lecturer David Junker’s neot-
eric pursuit. 

As head of the College of 
Communication’s Senior Fel-
lows Honors Program, he’s 
developed a course for this se-
mester that attempts to exam-
ine September 11th through 
the “backdoor” of popular 
culture. 

“In a way, it [“Let the Great 
World Spin”] sort of helped 
me reconceptualize the Twin 
Towers,” Junker said. “To sort 
of come back at what that 
event meant, September 11th, 
that act of terror — what that 
sort of meant in a longer kind 
of cultural trajectory.” 

“Let the Great World Spin” 
tells a story about the lives 
of 11 different New Yorkers 

on a single day in August of 
1974. The single unifying im-
age of that novel is “funambu-
list” Philippe Petit’s high-wire 
walk between the two towers 
of the World Trade Center. 
Petit’s daring stunt was also 
the focus of the 2008 Acad-
emy Award-winning docu-
mentary, “Man on Wire.” 

Neither the book nor the 
documentary make any men-
tion of the terrorist attacks 
of September 11th, 2001, in-
stead they focus on the beauty 
and ingenuity of human cre-
ativity that was exhibited by 
Philippe Petit for 45 minutes 
on a brisk Autumn morning 
in 1974. They exist as coun-
terpoints to the death and de-
struction of the events that 
occurred on that same site 27 
years later, fitting into a larg-
er cultural scheme that Junker 
says attempts to help us pro-
cess 9/11. 

“The present, you know, 
allows us that chance to step 

By Benjamin Smith
Daily Texan Staff

 Ten years after the 9/11 at-
tacks, the American Muslim 
community is still working 
to show support for its coun-
try and end 
negative ste-
reotypes that 
rose from the 
tragedy. 

B u s i n e s s 
senior and 
president of 
the Muslim 
Students As-
sociation Safa 
Elshansho-
ry said the 
events of 9/11 
sparked heat-
ed rhetoric from both sides of 
the controversy, but ultimate-
ly led to healthy discussion. 

“I don’t think there is ever 
going to be closure from any 
aspect,” Elshanshory said. “A 
lot of words have been let out 
of the box and a lot of fear 

was uncovered because of the 
events, but this can all be seen 
as a positive direction towards 
understanding.” 

Elshanshory said it was 
necessary to correct the ideas 

many Amer-
ic ans  he ld 
about the true 
peaceful ways 
of Muslims in 
the immedi-
ate aftermath 
of the attacks, 
but she does 
not believe as 
many people 
hold miscon-
ceptions as 
immediately 
after 9/11. 

“Some people think we have 
to really go out of our way to 
show that we are a good and 
peaceful people,” Elshansho-
ry said. She said the day to day 
lives Muslims live already re-
flects the peacefulness of their 
religion and Muslims do not 

By Victoria Pagan
Daily Texan Staff
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“By the time I left the gym that 
morning, the second plane had 
struck the South Tower and every-
one understood this was no acci-
dent. I rushed to the Washington 
Post just as the first reports were 
coming in of the crash at the Pen-
tagon, and the newsroom — al-
ready dispatching more reporters 
up to New York — suddenly faced 
a massive breaking story just across 
the Potomac. As editor of the Sun-
day magazine, I started tearing 
up our long-scheduled issues and 
making plans for several 9/11 is-
sues and stories. At the same time, 
all of us volunteered for the imme-
diate task at hand. Our half-dozen 
staff writers hit the streets, while 
I and four other editors marched 
over to the national news desk to 

help process the reams of copy that 
were soon pouring in.

The Post had literally hundreds 
of people reporting and phoning 
in what they were seeing. Some 
of our reporters and photogra-
phers camped out at the Pentagon 
with firefighters and rescuers for 
several days. The newsroom was 
controlled chaos — lots of peo-
ple moving swiftly between desks, 
endless hours working and staring 
at computer screens, all of us with 
our voices lowered out of respect 
and awe for the enormity of what 
we were covering.

I edited two of the longer piec-
es, one of them an early attempt to 
put the attacks in perspective. 

Many Washingtonians spent 
the day in panic mode, fearing 

more attacks; offices closed, send-
ing workers out onto streets that 
suddenly seemed dangerous. My 
older daughter, freshly graduat-
ed from the University of Virgin-
ia and working downtown at the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Soci-
ety, called to ask if she could come 
to the newsroom because Metro-
rail had shut down and she had no 
way to get home. She sat in my of-
fice, watching the TV reports and 
waiting for the threat to pass. In 
the newsroom we were too busy 
to ponder our own safety, but see-
ing her there somehow helped me 
stay focused. Sometime in the af-
ternoon, I learned that a woman I 
knew had been on the Washing-
ton flight. The Pentagon burned 
for days.”

changed the [lives] of many people 
here at the University,” Susswein said. 
“We think the events we’re putting 
forward and the opportunities we’re 
giving students to express their feel-
ings are an appropriate way to mark 
this event.” 

Student body president Natalie 
Butler said she remembers wak-
ing up on 9/11 to the news of the 
first tower being hit on the radio 
and talking about it in her seventh 
grade class. Butler said Student 
Government and the administra-
tion thought the tenth anniversary 
was particularly important to the 
campus and the community. 

“I hope the student body will 
have a chance to reflect and think 
about the impact 9/11 has had on 

all of our lives,” Butler said. 
Saturday and Sunday‘s events 

will include a moment of silence 
at the Texas football game against 
Brigham Young University, a dark-
ened Tower and a Tower display 
of the American flag. Sunday will 
also feature the debut of Sale’s play 
at Anna Hiss Gym at 8 p.m. 

Sale said the play would only run 
once a year coinciding with the com-
memoration of 9/11 and she hoped 
the play would compel people to en-
counter 9/11 in a different way. 

“I want the audience to leave 
something at the play, to remem-
ber and think about a better fu-
ture [and] to open up to each oth-
er a little more,” Sale said. “That’s 
all I ask.” 
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Biology junior Amy Rosenbaum and education sophomore Sarah 
Miller mourn those lost at a vigil on the South Mall on Sept. 14, 2001.

MEMORIAL continues from PAGE 1

Texan Ad
Deadlines

Monday .............Wednesday, 12 p.m.
Tuesday.................Thursday, 12 p.m.
Wednesday................Friday, 12 p.m.

Thursday.................Monday, 12 p.m.
Friday......................Tuesday, 12 p.m.
Classifi ed Word Ads       11 a.m. 
(Last Business Day Prior to Publication)

THE DAILY TEXAN

The Daily Texan Mail Subscription Rates
One Semester (Fall or Spring)  $60.00
Two Semesters (Fall and Spring) 120.00
Summer Session 40.00
One Year (Fall, Spring and Summer) 150.00
To charge by VISA or MasterCard, call 471-5083. Send orders and address changes to Texas Student Media', 

P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713-8904, or to TSM Building C3.200, or call 471-5083.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Daily Texan, P.O. Box D, Austin, TX  78713.

9/9/11

Advertising
Director of Advertising & Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jalah Goette
Business Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lori Hamilton
Business Assitant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Ramirez
Advertising Adviser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CJ Salgado
Senior Local Sales Associate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brad Corbett
Broadcast & Events Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carter Goss
Campus & National Sales Associate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joan Bowerman
Student Advertising Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ryan Ford
Student Assistant Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Veronica Serrato
Student Acct. Execs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Casey Lee, Emily Sides, Emily Zaplac 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paola Reyes, Zach Congdon 
Student Office Assistant/Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rene Gonzalez
Student Marketing Assistant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jason Tennenbaum

Senior Graphic Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Felimon Hernandez
Junior Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Casey Rogers, Bianca Krause, Aaron Rodriquez
Special Editions Adviser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adrienne Lee
Student Special Editions Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jordan Schraeder

This newspaper was printed with 
pride by The Daily Texan and Texas 

Student Media.

Permanent Staff
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Viviana Aldous
Associate Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew Daley, Shabab Siddiqui
Managing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lena Price
Associate Managing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sydney Fitzgerald
News Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matthew Stottlemyre
Associate News Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Huma Munir, Victoria Pagan, Colton Pence
Senior Reporters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jillian Bliss, Liz Farmer, Allie Kolechta
Copy Desk Chief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Austin Myers
Associate Copy Desk Chief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elyana Barrera, Klarissa Fitzpatrick, Ashley Morgan
Design Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexa Hart
Senior Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Benavides, Mark Nuncio, Mustafa Saifuddin
Photo Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andrew Torrey
Associate Photo Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ryan Edwards, Shannon Kinter
Senior Photographers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Allison, Mary Kang
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lawrence Peart, Fanny Trang, Danielle Villasana
Life&Arts Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aleksander Chan
Associate Life&Arts Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katie Stroh 
Senior Life&Arts Writers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ali Breland, Benjamin Smith, Julie Rene Tran
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aaron West, Alex Williams
Sports Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Trey Scott
Associate Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Austin Laymance
Senior Sports Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nick Cremona, Christian Corona
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Giudice, Chris Hummer
Comics Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Victoria Elliot
Associate Comics Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Katheryn Carrell
Web Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gerald Rich
Associate Web Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ryan Sanchez
Web Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Savannah Williams
Editorial Adviser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Doug Warren
Multimedia Adviser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jennifer A. Rubin

Issue Staff
Reporters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nick Hadjigeorge, Jody Serrano, Megan Strickland
Sports Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stefan Scrafi eld, Hank South
Life&Arts Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rachel Perlmutter, Robert Starr
Copy Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brionne Griffi n, Arleen Lopez
Comics Artists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Davis, Marshall Dungan, Aron Fernandez
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brianne Klitgaard, Jeremy Johnson, Lin Zargowski
Page Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Allie Kolechta

The Daily Texan (USPS 146-440), a student newspaper at The University of Texas at Austin, is published by Texas Student Media, 
2500 Whitis Ave., Austin, TX 78705. The Daily Texan is published daily, Monday through Friday, during the regular academic year 
and is published twice weekly during the summer semester. The Daily Texan does not publish during academic breaks and most 
Federal Holidays. and exam periods. Periodical Postage Paid at Austin, TX 78710. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The 
Daily Texan, P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713. News contributions will be accepted by telephone (471-4591), or at the editorial offi ce 

(Texas Student Media Building 2.122). For local and national display advertising, call 471-1865. classifi ed display advertising, call 
471-1865. For classifi ed word advertising, call 471-5244. 

Entire contents copyright 2011 Texas Student Media.

PLEASE RECYCLE 
YOUR COPY OF

THEDAILY 
TEXAN

GLENN FRANKEL
Director of the School of Journalism

MEANING continues from PAGE 1
back,” he said. “Part of that act of re-
construction requires a lot of imagi-
nation and so these different respons-
es through film, novels, etc. give us a 
chance to examine those things and 
compare them with our own.” 

His hope is that by looking at the 
event and understanding how differ-
ent communications media interact 
interdependently within the cultur-
al discourse that has formed in the 
wake of the attacks, he might be able 
to bring a moral and intellectual clar-
ity to 9/11. 

He admits that this is difficult to 
do, mainly because of the simplistic 
view of 9/11 often reinforced in news 
media. It’s a dialogue he describes as 
destructive rather than didactic. 

“Sept. 11 so neatly maps onto real-
ly simplistic binary views of the world 
as being divided into good and evil,” 
Junker said. “These are really kind of 
archetypal narrative forms and so it’s 
really easy to look at this and filter it 
through a really kind of narrow and 
simplistic view of the world.” 

Though the attacks on Septem-
ber 11, 2001 are purported to be 
the most extensively photographed 

and documented events in human 
history, because of the role the me-
dia has come to play in shaping the 
reality of those events by break-
ing them down into a repetitious 
stream of constantly narrowing 
complexity, there exists an infor-
mational vacuum that Junker be-
lieves can only be filled by careful 
analysis of the cultural response. 

“There’s all kinds of these stories 
that we’ll never know right — about 
the people who died in that event — 
and so these sloganistic tributes to 
me are in a way inevitable,” Junker 
said. He described the current com-
memoration of the event in the me-
dia, such as Life magazine’s anni-
versary photo book that features an 
overtly sentimentalized picture of a 
fireman clutching an American flag, 
as well-intentioned but largely mis-
guided. As a faculty member of the 
advertising and public relations de-
partments, Junker said he under-
stands the need to market, promote 
and eulogize sometimes. 

“But if that’s all we get, we are real-
ly impoverished as a culture, as a na-
tion and as a people.” 

need to make greater efforts than that. 
Elshanshory said she felt the heat-

ed rhetoric calm down toward the 
middle of the decade, but she en-
countered negativity similar to 2001 
when public debate began about the 
construction of a Muslim communi-
ty center near ground zero. 

“Again politicians from the high-
est level began openly attacking the 
religion because Muslims wanted to 
build the Park 51 mosque,” Elshan-
shory said. “I felt a little déjà vu.” 

Kristen Brustad, chair of the de-
partment of Middle Eastern Studies, 
said the attacks of 9/11 brought out 
the best and the worst in Americans. 
She said the attacks inspired heartfelt 
outreach toward Muslims but also 
some uneducated outrage toward the 
Muslim community. 

Brustad said the Middle Eastern 
Studies department has seen an in-
crease of students pursuing Muslim-
related courses since 9/11. 

“This is one of the few good things 
that came out of 9/11,” Brustad said. 
“People have become more globally 
aware. Students have been more in-

terested in the language study and 
the historic culture of the region.” 

Nadia Ahmad, a member of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Communi-
ty in Round Rock, said she felt sor-
row that many Americans were in-
troduced to Islam in such a horrible 
way after 9/11. 

Ahmad said she believes a majori-
ty of the negative image of Islam has 
cleared out in the 10 years since 9/11, 
especially after the death of Osama 
bin Laden. 

“All people think justice has now 
been served since this mass murderer 
has been taken out,” Ahmad said. “In 
a way 9/11 has been avenged now.” 

Ahmad said it took much outreach 
on behalf of the Muslim community 
over the past 10 years to clear Islam’s 
name in America. She said the Mus-
lim community in the U.S. has been 
dedicated to get active in the com-
munity and spread good words. 

“We as Muslims had to defend the 
honor of Islam and convey this mes-
sage that condemns any bloodshed, 
any terrorism and values the sancti-
ty of life,” Ahmad said. 

MUSLIM continues from PAGE 1

we could to explain the situation 
in the context of what was clear-
ly a new reality,” Lunsford said. 

Lunsford called the Federal 
Aviation Administration’s for-
mer associate administrator 
for aviation security. He said 
the administration’s retired of-
ficial had been worried about 
security on jetliners. 

Lunsford contributed fore-
sights to the article about in-
creases in passenger searches, 
weapon scanning improvements 
and tighter airport access. 

“People who make decisions 
are going to be reading what 
you wrote, so what we tried 
to do was set the agenda and 
make sure the debate was fo-
cused in the right direction,” 
Lunsford said. 

He said it was a thrill to re-
ceive the Pulitzer Prize, one of 
journalism’s top honors, but 
never forgets the approximately 
3,000 people who died that day. 

Before taking a job at The 
Wall Street Journal, Lunsford 
worked as a reporter at the 
Dallas Morning News, where a 
fellow aerospace reporter from 
the Washington Post took him 
under his wing. This friend 
and competitor, Don Phillips, 
covered Sept. 11 from Wash-
ington, D.C. that day. 

“It was such a jumble,” Phil-
lips said. “It was keeping ahead 
of the game as best you could.” 

Phillips said at the time, Wall 

Street Journal reporters didn’t 
cover breaking news as much as 
they covered stories’ big pictures. 

“The Journal was a newspa-
per that wanted to sit back and 
get the background,” Phillips 
said. “This was so big that they 
had to go full tilt and that’s 
where Lynn [Lunsford] would 
come in handy.” 

Lunsford said his editors 
knew he could think on his 
feet and didn’t get rattled by 
breaking news stories. 

“An experienced reporter sort 
of goes into an out-of-body ex-
perience,” Phillips said. “So the 
emotion just doesn’t hit you.” 

Jonathan Friedland, the for-
mer LA bureau chief, said 
The Wall Street Journal bu-
reau chiefs around the coun-
try had to divvy up the work 
for the next day’s issue because 
the New York headquarters 
were destroyed by debris from 
the towers. He said it was clear 
Lunsford and the other avia-
tion journalists would be cen-
tral to the reporting that day. 

“He and the rest of the team 
pulled out all of the stops to 
provide Pulitzer-level report-
ing in a day marked by con-
fusion, misinformation and in 
our case, the loss of our [head-
quarter] operation,” Friedland 
said. “I remain enormously 
proud of the work we collec-
tively did that day. It was spot 
reporting at its very best.”

PULITZER continues from PAGE 1

“I was actually working out at 
the gym, and the gym has televi-
sions set up in front of the tread-
mills, and when I walked in, I 
didn’t know what had happened. 
I saw on the television what had 
happened, and as I was watching, 
the second plane hit the tower. 

So I watched this happening on 
TV and I was absolutely horrified. 
There were other people there and 
it was totally silent. We had no idea 
what was going on, but I’ll never for-
get just watching it happen. Every-
body just stood still watching the tv 
and watching everything unfold. 

It was just a terrifying event, and 
I had children who were young at 
that time. They were in school. My 
husband and I had discussions and 
the elementary school gave us in-
formation abut what they would 
be telling the kids and how to talk 
to the kids. When the kids came 
home, we had to talk to them about 
it of course, which was really diffi-
cult because you need to let them 
know what happened because of 
course they’re going to hear about 
it, but you have to do so in such a 
way that they’re not terrified. 

It was absolutely horrifying. No-

body had any idea what was real-
ly happening. I think that we were 
able to discuss the situation with 
our children in a way that did not 
cause them undue stress. I get a pit 
in my stomach just thinking about 
it right now. As I said, watching 
that unfold was just a truly terri-
fying experience. I was with other 
people and everybody was just fro-
zen and silent. We were supposed 
to, within a day or two of that, my 
husband and I were going to take 
a flight to New York and we did 
cancel that. We thought it would 
be too stressful for the kids.”

SHERRI GREENBERG
Interim Director for the Center for Politics and 

KEVIN HEGARTY
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
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“I was giving a financial pre-
sentation to Dell Financial Ser-
vices. I was vice president of Dell 
at the time before I came to UT. I 
came to UT in Oct. of 2001, liter-
ally a short time after, less than a 
month later.

I was in the middle of mak-
ing a monthly financial update, 
and someone came in and said 
to turn on the TV, that a plane 
had hit one of the towers in New 
York. Somebody started almost 
kind of laughing because it was 
so unreal. I’ve never seen a room 
quieter, you could’ve heard a pin 
drop. People were just in abso-
lute shock. 

We kept the TV on and some 

people watched, it seemed like for 
hours, but after about 15 minutes, 
we began to think of all the peo-
ple we had in the company who 
might be in New York. None of 
us understood the ramifications, 
but we began thinking of who 
do we have in the company that 
might’ve been there because New 
York is a key financial center and 
Dell was a huge company. 

In the days that ensued as we 
learned more, it was a really great 
example of how people came to-
gether to help others whether it 
was helping someone at home or 
helping someone grieve. It was 
amazing that from such a tragic 
event could come such unity and 

support, and it really showed peo-
ple how human we were and how 
much we depended on each other. 

Needless to say, I did not fin-
ish my financial presentation. 
I remember so many details. It 
was just so shocking, something 
we would never have thought 
would happen happened. You 
had these monumental buildings 
come down, one might say they 
were likely to be damaged but 
not just taken down like that, and 
the loss of 3,000 plus lives in one 
event. I think it burned into peo-
ples minds what they were do-
ing that day. I was the vice pres-
ident at Dell and I’ll never forget 
that day.”



WASHINGTON — Two mil-
lion-year-old bones belonging to 
a creature with both apelike and 
human traits provide the clearest 
evidence of evolution’s first major 
step toward modern humans — 
findings some are calling a poten-
tial game-changer. 

An analysis of the bones found 
in South Africa suggests Austral-
opithecus sediba is the most likely 
candidate to be the ancestor of hu-
mans, said lead researcher Lee R. 
Berger of the University of Witwa-
tersrand in South Africa. 

The fossils, belonging to a male 
child and an adult female, show a 
novel combination of features, al-
most as though nature were exper-
imenting. Some resemble pre-hu-
man creatures while others suggest 
the genus Homo, which includes 
Homo sapiens, modern people. 

“It’s as if evolution is caught in 
one vital moment, a stop-action 
snapshot of evolution in action,” 
said Richard Potts, director of the 
human origins program at the 
Smithsonian Institution. He was 
not among the team, led by South 
African scientists, whose research 
was published online Thursday in 
the journal Science. 

Scientists have long considered 
the Australopithecus family, which 
includes the famous fossil Lucy, to 
be a primitive candidate for a hu-
man ancestor. The new research 
establishes a creature that com-
bines features of both groups. 

The newly studied bones were 
found in 2008 in the fossil-rich 
cave region of Malapa near Johan-
nesberg. Berger’s then 9-year-old 
son, Matthew, found a bone that 
was determined to belong to the 
child. Two weeks later Berger un-
covered the fossils of the female. 

The journal published five pa-
pers detailing the findings, includ-
ing separate reports on the foot, 

hand, pelvis and brain of A. sediba. 
Berger said the brain, hand and 

foot have characteristics of both 
modern and early pre-human 
forms that show a transition under 
way. It represents a bona fide mod-
el that could lead to the human ge-
nus Homo, Berger said. 

Kristian J. Carlson, also at Wit-
watersrand, said the brain of A. sed-
iba is small, like that of a chimpan-
zee, but with a configuration more 
human, particularly with an expan-
sion behind and above the eyes. 

This seems to be evidence that the 
brain was reorganizing along more 
modern lines before it began its ex-
pansion to the current larger size, 
Carlson said in a teleconference. 

“It will take a lot of scrutiny of 
the papers and of the fossils by 
more and more researchers over 
the coming months and years, 
but these analyses could well be 
‘game-changers’ in understand-
ing human evolution,” according 

to the Smithsonian’s Potts. 
This is a good candidate to rep-

resent the evolution of humans, 
he said, but the earliest definitive 
example of Homo is 150,000 to 
200,000 years younger. 

The name Australopithecus 
means “southern ape,” and “sed-
iba” means natural spring, foun-
tain or wellspring in the local  
Sotho language. 

After the bones were discov-
ered, the children of South Afri-
ca were invited to name the child, 
which they called “Karabo,” mean-
ing “answer” in the local Tswana 
language. The older skeleton has 
not yet been given a nickname, 
Berger said. 

The juvenile would have been 
aged 10 to 13 in terms of human 
development; the female was in 
her 20s and there are indications 
that she may have given birth once. 
The researchers are not sure if the 
two were related. 
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WASHINGTON — Confronting 
an economy in peril, President Ba-
rack Obama unveiled a larger-than-
expected $450 billion plan Thurs-
day night to boost jobs and put cash 
in the pockets of dispirited Ameri-
cans, urging Republican skeptics to 
embrace an approach heavy on the 
tax cuts they traditionally love. With 
millions of voters watching and 
skeptical of Washington, Obama 
challenged Congress to act swiftly. 

The newest and boldest element 
of Obama’s plan would slash the 
Social Security payroll tax both 
for tens of millions of workers 
and for employers, too. For indi-
viduals, that tax has been shaved 
from 6.2 percent to 4.2 percent 
for this year but is to go back up 

again without action by Congress. 
Obama wants to deepen the cut to 
3.1 percent for workers. 

“This plan is the right thing to do 
right now,” Obama said after a di-
vided body rose in warm unison to 
greet him. “You should pass it. And 
I intend to take that message to ev-
ery corner of this country.” 

In his televised address to Con-
gress, Obama sought to provide a 
jolt for the economy, still stagger-
ing on his watch, and for his own 
standing at one of the lowest marks 
of his presidency. He put forth a 
jobs plan that he hopes can get bi-
partisan support and spur hiring in 
a nation where 14 million people 
remain out of work. Public confi-
dence in his stewardship of the 
economy is eroding. 

Obama did not venture an esti-
mate as to how many jobs his plan 

would create. He promised repeat-
edly that his plan would be paid for, 
but never said how, pledging to re-
lease those details soon. 

Obama also proposed spending 
to fix schools and roads, hire local 
teachers and police and to extend un-
employment benefits. He proposed 
a tax credit for businesses that hire 
people out of work for six months or 
longer, plus other tax relief aimed at 
winning bipartisan support in a time 
of divided government. 

Under soaring expectations for 
results, Obama sought to put him-
self on the side of voters who he said 
could not care less about the politi-
cal consequences of his speech. 

“The question is whether, in the 
face of an ongoing national crisis, 
we can stop the political circus and 
actually do something to help the 
economy,” Obama said. 

By Ben Feller
The Associated Press

The right hand 
skeleton of the 
adult female 
Australopithecus 
sediba against a 
modern human 
hand, from the 
journal Science. 
A detailed 
analysis of 2 
million-year-
old bones 
found in South 
Africa offers the 
most powerful 
case so far in 
identifying the 
transitional fig-
ure that came 
before modern 
humans. 

Peter Schmid 
Associated Press

By Randolph E. Schmid
The Associated Press

Obama unveils $450b jobs plan, 
places emphasis on cutting taxes

Kevin Lamarque | Associated Press

President Barack Obama delivers a speech to a joint session of Congress at the Capitol in Washington on 
Thursday. Vice President Joe Biden and House Speaker John Boehner watch on.

Human evolutionary link uncovered
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Redistricting

As the U.S. Department of Justice reviews the newly-
drawn Texas legislative district maps, a number of lawyers 
have !led suit in federal district court to speed the process 
of judging whether or not the new lines violate the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965. "e suit alleges racial discrimina-
tion in that the new districts were drawn to marginalize 
minority voters. 

"e new district lines also marginalize UT student vot-
ers. "e new congressional district map drawn by the 82nd 
Legislature splits the major UT student communities into 
four separate districts. "e current map includes most stu-
dents in three districts. "e new lines, for instance, separate 
the University campus and West Campus into two separate 
districts along Guadalupe St. in an obvious attempt to dilute 
the student vote. Currently, the two areas are included in 
the same district. Neither of these new districts includes the 
Riverside area, another student living hub, and many stu-
dents living in the North Campus and Far West neighbor-
hoods are in another district entirely.

"is new plan means that students living on campus will 
share a representative with Texans living as far north as the 
Fort Worth suburb of Burleson but will not share a repre-
sentative with colleagues living across the street. Moreover, 
students in West Campus will share a representative with 
Texans living as far west as Rocksprings and as far south as 
central San Antonio.

"e new district lines present a problem to advocates of 
student civic participation. "e student vote, already vastly 
underrepresented because of low turnout, has been diluted 
even more. To the extent that low student voting numbers 
are in#uenced by a low sense of e$cacy, the new districts 
will make the problem worse. And representation of student 
issues in Congress will become less important to individual 
congressmen as students become an ever-decreasing part of 
their respective constituencies.

With luck, the federal government will recognize these 
new districts for the partisan creatures that they are and or-
der them to be redrawn along more reasonable lines.

Perry’s performance at the GOP debate

Gov. Rick Perry participated in his !rst political debate in 
years Wednesday night at the Reagan Presidential Library in 
Simi Valley, Calif. Widely polling as the current frontrunner 
for the GOP nomination, his performance at the debate was 
neither exceptional nor damning.

While his record on education was not discussed, other 
aspects of Perry’s record as governor of Texas were heavily 
questioned. His opponents attacked his position that young 
girls be vaccinated by the state against human papillomavi-
rus (HPV), and he had no real answer to questions about his 
position on global climate change and evolution.

But the sharpest attacks, both by the moderators and his 
opponents, centered on his past contention, which he af-
!rmed last night, that Social Security is a “Ponzi scheme” 
and constitutes a “massive lie” to young Americans. Al-
though he focused on the lack of sustainability of the pro-
gram as it is currently funded, he accused the program of 
being unconstitutional in his much-maligned book, “Fed 
Up!” Perry’s position that it should be essentially abolished 
was rightly criticized by his Republican opponents during 
the debate. While he perhaps deserves a small amount of 
credit for remaining faithful to his opinion, his position will 
likely haunt him into the future. 

As Texans, we have seen the e%ects of Perry’s “small gov-
ernment” conservatism for the past decade. Texas ranks 
dead last in the percent of adults without health insurance, 
according a recent Gallup poll. Perry has argued against 
funding our schools adequately, which will damage the state 
economy in the future. And Perry’s decision to cut funding 
for the Texas Forest Service has had devastating consequenc-
es for residents of Central Texas over the past week because 
of the wild!res. Wednesday’s debate revealed Perry’s fading 
novelty in the face of serious scrutiny.

Email your Firing Lines to firingline@dailytexanonline.com. Letters must 
be more than 100 and fewer than 300 words. The Texan reserves the right 
to edit all submissions for brevity, clarity and liability.
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By Eric Pianka
Daily Texan Guest Columnist

Ignorance can be overcome by education, but arro-
gance is more difficult to combat. When combined, 
arrogant ignorance is virtually impossible to defeat. 
Because of this, it is spreading rapidly. People in de-
nial refuse to examine evidence, often adamantly.

Among many examples, a case in point is climate 
change deniers, whose proponents have gone to 
great lengths to assert that climate change is a hoax. 
Such people have even set up websites using biased 
statistics. Another example is the widespread refusal 
to confront the human overpopulation crisis. Simi-
larly, proponents of so-called “intelligent design” ag-
gressively deny the overwhelming body of evidence 
in support of evolution by natural selection. These 
people are threatened by the concept that humans 
are naked apes who share a common ancestor with 
chimpanzees and gorillas.

When faced with unpleasant dilemmas or chal-
lenging situations, humans are extremely prone to 
enter into denial. While refusing to face reality may 
make you feel safer, it is actually much more danger-
ous than being realistic. 

When people accuse me of being a pessimist, 
I say “Nope, I’m a realist and you’re a blind opti-
mist.” Pessimists see the glass as half empty, whereas 
optimists like to think of it as half full. Realists see 
neither emptiness or fullness, but simply see half a 
glass. Optimists feel better by refusing to face up to 
reality. However, like arrogant ignorance, blind op-
timism can be a dangerous form of denial. For ex-
ample, blind optimists like to think that technology 
will solve all our current problems. Technology has 

lured us out on to thin ice and will continue to do so 
into the foreseeable future. Technological advances, 
especially the Haber-Bosch process, by facilitating 
food production, have allowed the human popula-
tion to double and then redouble to present unsus-
tainable levels. 

One of the many symptoms of the human over-
population crisis is that we now face serious energy 
limitations. Most people seem to think that we just 
need more energy. In fact, people need to under-
stand more about energy — humans are not exempt 
from the laws of thermodynamics. Earth can no lon-
ger dissipate the heat it receives from normal inci-
dent solar radiation fast enough to stay in balance. 
Waste heat generated from burning fossil fuels and 
nuclear reactors only adds insult to injury. Our vo-
racious and insatiable appetite for energy is doing us 
in. We must learn to live more frugally using much 
less energy. 

Humans are extremely versatile, and although we 
seem to think that we exist outside the laws of nature, 
we do not. We are Earthlings first and foremost, and 
space and other planets will always remain hostile 
environments for us. Until recently, spaceship Earth 
has provided us with a rather nice place to live. But 
now, Earth’s life support systems are failing. We have 
overpopulated the planet and fouled its atmosphere 
— the resultant pollution is contributing to global 
weather change, and the Earth is warming rapidly — 
ice caps are melting and ocean currents are chang-
ing. Polar bears and penguins are facing extinction, 
and though many refuse to face the facts, humans 
might not be far behind.

Pianka is an integrative biology professor.

Combating arrogant ignorance



The United States is experienc-
ing its worst recession since World 
War II, and education will play a 
key part in the recovery, McCombs 
School of Business senior lecturer 
John Doggett said Thursday. 

During his lecture for the Tex-
as Enterprise Speaker Series, Dog-
gett said the U.S. must admit it has 
a debt problem and dedicate itself 
to fixing it. 

Doggett said the country needs 
to be aware of the metaphorical 
“ugly baby” that is our national 
debt and admit that the U.S. cannot 
sustain itself by running on credi-
tors’ good graces. 

“It’s not a Tea Party issue or 
a Republican issue or a Demo-
crat issue, it’s a math issue,” Dog-
gett said. “When you’re in business 
you don’t have the luxury of lying 
about what’s going on. We are in 
the midst of the longest and deep-
est, in terms of jobs, recession for 
our country since World War II, 
and our politicians are lying about 
this ugly baby.” 

Doggett said that as the U.S. con-
tinued to accumulate a national 

debt that has reached more than 
$14.5 trillion, nations that were 
previously underdeveloped and 
predominantly communist during 
the Cold War adopted the United 
States’ love of capitalism, resulting 
in economic powerhouses such as 
China and India that hold most of 
our debt. Many U.S. citizens hold 
a grudge instead of capitalizing on 
the idea, he said. 

“They are playing our game 
and they are playing our song and 
we’re blaming them,” Doggett said. 
“That’s the dumbest thing I have 
ever heard. We are facing compe-
tition that has bought into our vi-
sion and are executing it in ways we 
couldn’t imagine.” 

One facet of Doggett’s many-
tiered solution to jump start the 
U.S. economy focuses on education 
and marketing university research. 

“The first thing we do is under-
stand the impact of our university 
system,” Doggett said. 

Doggett said he hopes UT will 
soon become a leader in research 
that has practical and marketable 
uses, similar to the far-reaching 
impact of the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology’s research 
and innovation. 

He said changes in the educa-
tional system, coupled with in-
dustry changes, can turn the U.S. 
economy around. 

Finance senior Eva Agoulnik 
said she believes the issues Dog-
gett spoke about tie into many 
fields and students of all majors 
should be worried about the na-
tional debt crises. 

“It’s all one big problem,” Agoul-
nik said. “It’s all interconnected.” 

During his lecture Doggett said 
UT has been making strides to-
ward marketing its research more 
effectively, and that research entre-
preneurship is a cause he will con-
tinue to advocate. 

Ruth Shear, program assessor for 
the Freshman Research Initiative, a 
new University program that will 
place freshmen in a research set-
ting, said the University is already 
taking steps to market its research. 

“The Colleges of Natural Scienc-
es has a new dean to develop jobs 
and companies in the program,” 
Shear said. 

Associate dean for innovation 
and science enterprises Skip Porter 
will host two lectures in early Oc-
tober focusing on student research 
and entrepreneurship, Shear said. 
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APPLY THIS SEMESTER
The Texas Student Media Board of Operating 
Trustees has an opening for one student board 
member to fi ll a College of Communications 
unexpired term from October to May 2012.

This board oversees the largest student media program in the 
United States with a budget of $2.3 million, a professional 
staff of 18 and student staffs totaling 300 on payroll and 300 
volunteers.

Your job as a board member?

*Adopt annual budget
*Review monthly income and expenses
*Select KVRX station manager, TSTV station manager, 
Travesty and Cactus editors, Daily Texan managing editor
*Certify candidates seeking election to TSM board and for 
Texan editor
*Review major purchase requests

Time commitment? 

About fi ve hours per month (one meeting, reading before 
meeting, committee work).  

Pick up an application at the Hearst Student Media building 
(HSM), 25th and Whitis Ave, Room 3.304, or print a 
application from our website: http://www.utexas.edu/tsm/

Deadline is noon on Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Apply today!
TEXAS
STUDENT
MEDIA
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By Jillian Bliss
Daily Texan Staff

Campus construction workers 
involved in a scuffle at Texas State 
University caused alarm on the San 
Marcos campus Thursday morning. 

Texas State University Police said 
29-year-old Aleczandar Yorick Lov-
ern fled the campus after attempt-
ing to assault another construction 
worker with an 8 to 10-inch knife. 
Students and administrators near the 
North Campus Residence Hall con-
struction site who saw the suspect 
fleeing the scene described him as a 
six-foot, approximately 160-pound 
white male with short hair. 

Police said no one was harmed in 
the incident but continued to search 
for Lovern after he fled campus. 
Lovern was located in San Antonio  
on Thursday afternoon and made 
arrangements to turn himself over 
to police. 

“We do not believe he was trying 
to hurt anybody, he was just trying 
to leave campus,” said Mark Hen-
dricks, director of Texas State Uni-
versity News Service. “Since my 
time at Texas State, I don’t recall any 
assaults of this type.” 

Texas State Police began send-
ing alerts to students, faculty and 
staff via text message, email and a 
marquee system displayed in cam-
pus classrooms at approximate-
ly 11:27 a.m. and continued un-
til the state of emergency ended at 
around 2:30 p.m. 

Texas State psychology sopho-
more Amber West said she was in 
class when her teacher noticed the 
alert appear on the marquee mount-
ed in the back of the room. West said 
she did not feel extremely frightened 
and class continued as usual. 

“It didn’t scare me as much as 
it would if he had a gun,” West 
said. “In high school when we 
had bomb threats, they took way 
more precaution than they did 
with this situation.” 

West said she received several text 
message alerts from Texas State Po-
lice regarding the suspect. 

“I think they [the text messages] 
are annoying, but I would rather be 
notified 20 times than be blindsid-
ed by things that I wasn’t expecting,” 
West added. 

UT government freshman Bren-
da Aguilar said she has a cousin at-
tending Texas State and was very 

worried about her when she learned 
of the suspicious incident. 

“It is scary to think that my cous-
in along with many other students 
were in danger,” Aguilar said. “It also 
makes you wonder if you are ever 
going to be in a situation like that. I 
think all students should at least be 
mentally prepared if they ever en-
counter something like what hap-
pened at Texas State.” 

While pundits and politicians de-
bate whether climate change is a real 
phenomenon, Diana Liverman, co-
director of the University of Arizo-
na’s Institute of the Environment, has 
been studying various policies and 
programs around the world that at-
tempt to reduce carbon emissions. 

Liverman gave a lecture yester-
day at the Nettie Lee Benson Lat-
in American Collection outlining 
the effects a Kyoto Protocol car-
bon offsetting program known as 
the Clean Development Mecha-
nism has had on developing na-
tions that have participated. 

The Kyoto Protocol requires par-
ticipants to reduce their carbon 
emissions by certain percentages 
each year. If these targets cannot be 
reached, then a country can choose 
to invest in projects such as wind 
farms or reforestation in exchange 
for carbon credits which offset their 
extra emissions. 

These credits are then sold on 
the global carbon market, which 

functions like a commodities ex-
change and incites investment in 
sustainable development to receive 
more credits, Liverman said. 

Liverman’s research focused on 
carbon offsetting projects taking 
place in Latin America, and her lec-
ture detailed the results from the 
field studies conducted in Honduras 
and Mexico. 

In certain Honduran commu-
nities, Liverman’s study found that 
people were more enthusiastic about 
the increased number of jobs and ac-
cess to electricity that was a result of 
the offsetting projects rather than di-
rect carbon credit profits. 

In Mexico, Liverman’s study fo-
cused on the La Venta wind farms 
and their impact on the local 
community. The study found that 
opponents of the wind farm mis-
takenly argued that the turbines 
would damage crops and cattle, 
but there was no harm to local ag-
riculture after construction and 
they switched positions. 

Liverman said she was in favor of 
communities making these sustain-
ability decisions for themselves. 

“We should allow communities to 
decide which offset projects, if any, 
to go along with and who they sell 
[their credits] to,” she said. 

Katherine Lininger, a geog-
raphy and environment gradu-
ate student, said she thinks a car-
bon market may solve the climate 
change issue and she believes the 
average individual can play a role 
in improving the environment. 

“A lot of change can happen if 
many people take part in reducing 
their emissions,” Lininger said. “But 
it’s really helpful for the government 
to regulate and give incentives to 
take action.” 

Advertising graduate student Me-
lissa Messer said she is happy to see 
private companies take interest in 
sustainability and green issues, but 
she wonders why there is a lack of 
national consensus on the issue. 

“My office complies with [sus-
tainability standards], which is ex-
citing to see corporations taking 
these actions,” Messer said. “Cli-
mate change is scary, and it’s inter-
esting that the issue is under de-
bate in the U.S.”

By Megan Strickland
Daily Texan Staff

By Nick Hadjigeorge
Daily Texan Staff

Sanaa Karim | Daily Texan Staff

Diana Liverman of the University of Arizona speaks of her research regarding carbon offsetting projects 
in Sid Richardson Hall on Thursday afternoon.

Countries profit from carbon market

Man attempts assault, flees Texas State campus

Fate of US recession depends on 
politicians’ capacity to face truth

McCombs 
School of 
Business senior 
lecturer John 
Doggett dis-
cusses econom-
ic strategies 
to eliminate 
international 
debt and create 
new jobs dur-
ing a lecture 
for the Texas 
Enterprise 
Speaker Series 
at the AT&T 
Conference 
Center on 
Thursday.

Skyler Moore 
Daily Texan Staff
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  They say the only thing 
harder than winning a cham-
pionship is defending one. For 
the first time since 2004, the 
Texas women’s golf team will 
be faced with such a challenge.

The Longhorns won their first 
Big 12 title in seven years last 
April when they edged out Texas 
A&M at the conference champi-
onships in Columbia, Mo. 

“We’re looking to go even 
bigger and harder this year,” 
said junior Haley Stephens of 
Greer, S.C. “We’re looking to 
continue to be strong, com-
pete at a high level and win 
the Big 12 Championship like 
we did last year, but we also 

expect ourselves to be even 
better, to improve our results 
and have an even better finish 
at the regionals.”

Head coach Martha Rich-
ards also believes the team can 
be better than last year.

“We have very high goals,” 
she said. “We want to repeat 
as Big 12 Champions but we 
also want to make it past the 
regionals and into the NCAA 
championships and finish in 
the top 10. We lost one of our 
top golfers in Rebecca [Lee-
Bentham] and that hurts, but 
we’re still very talented and I 
think we’re one of the favorites 
in the Big 12. I’m excited about 
our enthusiasm and energy.”
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 The Longhorns are coming off of 
a pair of disappointing straight-set 
losses to Minnesota last weekend on 
their first road trip of the season.

With Texas’ tough non-confer-
ence schedule there is no rest for the 
weary, as it might face three top-10 
teams in the Nike Big Four Classic 
this weekend in California.

In order to quickly turn things 
around from their rough weekend 
up north, the team has hit the prac-
tice court with authority.

“We’re working on a lot of things 
that we may not have done as well in 
the Minnesota games. It’s been going 
really well,” said outside hitter Bai-
ley Webster. “We’ve been really open 
to the coaches’ feedback and things 
they’ve been telling us to do ... We’ve 
had some great practices this week so 
it’s been really exciting. We are look-
ing forward to this weekend.”

The Longhorns have worked 
to get back to the basics: passing, 
blocking and serving. While every 
position on the court is working on 
different individual aspects of the 
game, it always comes back to those 
basic tenants.

SIDELINEVOLLEYBALL

Top teams await Horns in Nike Big Four Classic

Thomas Allison | Daily Texan Staff 

Sophomore outside hitter Bailey Webster, No. 23 above, is one of seven underclassmen on the team. Webster and the rest of the 
Longhorns will look to get back to their winning ways when they travel to California to take on Florida and Penn State or Stanford.

By Chris Hummer
Daily Texan Staff

NIKE continues on PAGE 7

 The Longhorns will try to con-
tinue their winning ways as they 
head west to play in the Trojan 
Invitational in Los Angeles, Ca-
lif. Texas enters the tournament 
with a five-game winning streak, 
which has been fueled by great 
defensive efforts from the Long-
horns’ back line.

The leader at the back is the 
lady between the posts, keeper 
Alexa Gaul, who has started off 
the season with four shutouts in 
the first six matches. However, 
Gaul’s skill set is not limited to 
saving shots; she also has the abil-
ity to use her feet to set up chanc-

es for the Texas offense.
Last week in the game against 

UTSA, Gaul made an assist that 
helped set up the Longhorns’ sec-
ond goal of the game.

”Most people try to kick it out, 
but Alexa tried to find a pass and 
[junior forward Hannah Higgins] 
worked hard to get it,” said junior 
forward Vanessa Ibewuike. “And 
I would hope that my goal assist-
ed both of them. I hope they both 
get credited the assist on that one. 
It was a great job by both of them.”

Gaul’s kicking ability gives Tex-
as an extra-woman advantage 
from goal kicks. Most team’s keep-
ers are unable to kick off a restart 
like a goal kick. For Gaul, this is 
not a problem: The junior can kick 

the ball 60 yards downfield. This 
means Texas does not have to use 
a defender to kick the ball, and in-
stead the defender can help win 
the ball for Texas. Having an ex-
tra woman helping to win the ball 
can make all the difference, espe-
cially in the procession style attack 
of Texas.

“One of our mottos for this year 
is to play fast and get the ball, so 
that’s what I’m trying to do,” Gaul 
said. “Just looking quick and being 
ready.” In the Trojan Invitational, 
the Longhorns should face some 
stiffer competition. The San Di-
ego Toreros average two goals per 
game and also give up less than a 
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High hopes for Longhorns 
after winning title last year

Photo courtesy of Big12sports.com

Desiree Dubreuil, above, and the Longhorns took home their first conference title in seven years and are on 
track for another championship run this year. Texas tees off the fall season Sept. 11 in College Station.

By Stefan Scrafield
Daily Texan Staff

Rogelio V. Solis | Associated Press

Senior running back Bryan Kariya, No. 33 above, shakes off a 
defender in the Cougars’ 14-13 win over Ole Miss last week.

BYU could join Big 12 ranks

 Never has college football seen 
such a whirlwind in conference 
realignment. Yes, beloved con-
ferences have been disbanded 
over the years, such as the clas-
sic Southwest Conference (1914-
1996), but nothing at this acceler-
ated pace. Last year, Nebraska and 
Colorado bid farewell to the Big 
12, and now the conference is on 
the brink of extinction with Texas 

A&M’s imminent departure.
So what is the Big 12 to do? 

There are two options, the first 
of which is give up, let the con-
ference break apart and poten-
tially lose money and historic ri-
valries. Or, Big 12 Commissioner 
Dan Beebe can add to the confer-
ence. You may be asking yourself, 
what schools are out there? The 
answer is quite simple: Brigham 
Young University.

THE STAT GUY

BYU continues on PAGE 7

By Hank South
Daily Texan Staff

Texas goal-
keeper Alexa 
Gaul, pictured 
to the left, was 
named the Big 
12 Defensive 
player of the 
week for her 
two shutout 
performances 
last week. Gaul 
has helped the 
Longhorns to a 
5-1-0 record on 
the season.

Fanny Trang
Daily Texan Staff

Texas will face Toreros, Trojans in California
By Anthony Mannino
Daily Texan Staff

GAUL continues on PAGE 7
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 LHN picks up five UTSA games, 
first will air on Saturday

The Longhorn Network, which 
is struggling to pick up national 
distribution on cable, has agreed 
to broadcast five games for the 
new University of Texas-San Anto-
nio football program. Network of-
ficials announced the deal Thurs-
day. The first Roadrunners game 
on the Longhorn Network will be 
Saturday’s matchup against Mc-
Murray. UT-San Antonio is playing 
as an independent in its first sea-
son. The Roadrunners are coached 
by Larry Coker, who led the Mi-
ami Hurricanes to the 2001 national 
championship.

The network that showcases Uni-
versity of Texas sports broadcast 
the Longhorns’ season-opening 
win against Rice, and is scheduled 
to have the Texas-Kansas game on 
Oct. 29.

  —The Associated Press

SPORTS 
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 ESPN CEO speaks with students, 
offers advice about industry
     George Bodenheimer, president 
of ESPN and ABC Sports,  spoke 
to students Thursday evening at 
the LBJ Auditorium as a part of 
the University’s Distinguished 
Speakers Series.  ESPN has been the 
talk of the University the last few 
months, as they have partnered 
with UT to form the Longhorn 
Network. Despite the problems that 
the network has experienced early 
on, Bodenheimer considers the 
project a success, and thinks over 
time it will continue to grow and 
get better.

“I consider the Longhorn Net-
work to be a great success right off 
the bat,” Bodenheimer said. “I can’t 
tell you how proud I am in the staff 
that came out here, the program-
ming looks first class and is terrific.”

Bodenheimer also shared some 
insight into the world of sports-
casting and offered advice to stu-
dents wishing to pursue a future in 
the business.

“Be a student of the business, you 
never stop learning,” he said. “I’m 
looking for people who have pas-
sion, integrity and are detail-orient-
ed and above all, positive.”

  —Chris Hummer
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The Buys of Texas

“We’re taking it step-by-step and  
realizing what we did wrong 
and it’s been going great so far,” 
Webster said.

This weekend’s tournament fea-
tures some of the best teams in vol-
leyball, with No. 2 Penn State, No. 
3 Stanford and No. 7 Florida. Texas 
isn’t intimated, though. Instead, the 
players are excited to test themselves 
against such tough competition. 

“All of the teams in the tourna-
ment are great and we may play 
them,” Webster said. “A good team is 
a good team, and that’s everyone at 
that tournament so we’re just excit-
ed to play anybody there because the 
caliber of this tournament is great.”

After their first game against Flor-
ida, the Longhorns may play Penn 
State, the team that knocked them 
out of the last two NCAA tourna-
ments, including the national cham-
pionship game in 2009.

While the players are downplay-
ing this potential match-up and 
talking in coach-speak, it is easy to 
see they would love to get another 
shot at the Nittany Lions.

“We’re really excited,” Webster 
said. “Practice has been going  
so well.”

The Big 12 North Division hasn’t 
had much success in football in re-
cent years and is especially vul-
nerable now without the Corn-
huskers or the Buffaloes. Adding a 
school like BYU would contribute 
serious talent to the division and 
open up the West Coast audience 
to the conference. Some skeptics 
out there don’t believe the Cougars 
(a recently declared independent 
school) could succeed in a BCS di-
vision; however, the statistics could 
certainly raise some eyebrows.

To start, BYU has never lost to 
Texas in football. Albeit the two 
teams have only met twice on the 
gridiron, but the Cougars held 
their ground against the Long-
horns with a 47-6 win in 1988. 
BYU has never lost to Oklahoma, 
most recently defeating the Soon-
ers in 2009 with a score of 14-13, a 
game in which Sam Bradford was 
knocked out of the game. BYU’s 
winningest coach, LaVell Edwards, 
tallied his first win against current 
Big 12 member Kansas State. 

BYU has posted an impressive 
8-3 record against current Big 12 
schools since 1980, and their all-
time record of 12-14 is not too 
shabby. Certainly, these are num-
bers worthy of consideration.

Football, however, isn’t the only 
item taken into consideration when 
realignment talks occur. Schools 
have to provide athletic oppor-
tunities to many student athletes 
that stretch far beyond the football 
field. BYU fields 21 NCAA varsi-
ty teams and consistently finished 
at the top of its old conference, the 
Mountain West Conference (80 
conference titles, including 14 of 
17 in 2007). In 2005-06, 234 stu-
dent athletes made the Academic 
all-MWC team, a conference high. 
The school has excellent facilities, 
a great fan base, very strong aca-
demics and has established a win-
ner’s reputation. The Big 12 would 
be smart to sign the Cougars up 
right now. 

goal per game. If Texas wants to in-
crease its winning streak to six, the 
defense will have to slow down the 
Toreros’ offense. Senior forward 
Stephanie Ochs is the main threat 
going forward from San Diego. The 
senior has already tallied four goals 
this season.

The Longhorns will face Southern 
California in the second game of the 
tournament. Like Texas, the Trojans 
were off to a slow start at the begin-
ning of the year but are heading into 
the tournament with a three-game 
winning streak of their own.

It is offense-by-committee for 
USC, with seven different players 
having already scored for the Tro-
jans this year. Defensively, they are 
less than impressive. Texas should 
be able to find the back of the Tro-
jans’ net; USC averages more than a 
goal-and-a-half per game.

Back-to-back wins for Texas 
should mean that the Longhorns 
will be ranked in the top 25 for the 
first time all season.

INDIANAPOLIS — Another neck surgery 
has put Peyton Manning back in rehab and 
left his status for the 2011 season in jeopardy.

Manning underwent surgery for the third 
time in 19 months Thursday, a procedure 
that is likely to keep the four-time MVP out 
significantly longer than just Sunday’s season 
opener at Houston — the first game he will 
miss in 14 NFL seasons.

“The procedure is performed regular-
ly throughout the county on persons of all 
walks of life, including professional football 
players,” the team said in a statement. “Re-
habilitation from such surgery is typically an 
involved process. Therefore, there will be no 
estimation of a return date at this time. We 
will keep Peyton on the active roster until we 
have a clear picture of his recovery process.”

Shortly after ESPN first reported the sur-
gery, team officials confirmed that Manning 
had an anterior fusion procedure to treat the 
nerve problem that was continuing to give 
him trouble.

For Manning, one of the league’s true iron-
men, it was a continuation of the most frus-
trating offseason of his career.

He already has dealt with a 4½-month 
lockout that prevented him from working 
out with team trainers after his May 23 sur-
gery to repair a nerve. He also couldn’t ne-
gotiate a new contract with the Colts during 
the lockout. Then he started training camp 
on the physically unable to perform list, 
which prevented him from working out with 
teammates until Aug. 29.

The 35-year-old Manning, who signed a 
five-year, $90 million contract in July, also 
had neck surgery in February 2010.

With Manning, the Colts have been a pe-

rennial Super Bowl contender. Without him, 
the most dominant team in the AFC South 
since its creation faces a daunting challenge 
— trying to become the first team to play a 
Super Bowl in its home stadium without hav-
ing Manning behind center for what could 
be a significant portion of the season.

The biggest question is when he will be back.
If he does come back, Manning also will 

be playing behind an offensive line that 
has three new starters and a fourth, Ryan 
Diem, who is moving from right tackle to 
right guard.

The player who can empathize most with 
Manning is running back Joseph Addai, who 
injured a nerve in his left shoulder Oct. 17 
against Washington, then missed the next 
eight games.

There were times, Addai recalled, that he 
would wake up during the night with sudden 
pain. There were other times that he couldn’t 

hold up a microphone or the ball would drop 
out of his hands with a slight bump.

Addai figured the ensuing bye week would 
give him enough time to heal, but it took 
him more than two months to get back into 
a game and he still didn’t feel 100 percent un-
til this season.

“After a while it came back, but you don’t 
really know when it’s going to come back,” 
Addai said. “It’s frustrating.”

Addai said Manning had asked him about 
the experience, something the two have 
discussed at length since players reported 
to camp July 31. Addai said he has not yet 
caught passes from Manning at full speed 
and he can’t say where Manning’s recovery 
is right now.

Instead, he’s worried about playing the 
Texans without Manning.

“You know how important Peyton is,” Add-
ai said. “I think everybody has to step it up.”

SPORTSFriday, September 9, 2011 7

The program has every rea-
son to believe they will im-
prove on the results they putt 
a year ago. They are returning 
every golfer with the exception 
of Lee-Bentham, a freshman 
last year who left the team to 
pursue a professional career.

“Nobody sets the bar high-
er than we do,” Richards said. 
“We’re not concerned with ex-
pectations because those are 
placed on us by others. We’re 
focused on our own business 
and our own goals.”

Despite the added pressure of 
being the reigning champions, 
Stephens, who worked with her 
personal coach in Houston over 
the summer, feels the returning 
talent will push the team to the 
next level.

“It’s never a bad thing to 
have this much talent com-
peting against each other on 
one team,” she said. “Compe-
tition makes us better, it fu-
els the fire and it will ultimate-
ly help us be dominant and  

continue to improve.”
The competit ion wi l l  be 

even greater with the team’s 
offseason addition of top re-
cruit and incoming freshman 
Bertine Strauss. The South Af-
rican is expected to fill in the 
void created by Lee-Bentham’s 
departure.

Her fellow teammates and 
coaching staff have been im-
pressed by her work ethic and 
talent and are excited about the 
energy she brings to the team.

“She has been a blessing to 
have on our team,” Stephens 
said. “She has a great work eth-

ic, but it’s not just how hard she 
works, it’s how productive she 
is when she works. She’s been 
able to teach me and the oth-
er older girls some new things 
already. She does a great job 
of staying balanced, she works 
hard but she has fun too.”

Richards has been equal-
ly impressed but knows there’s 
going to be a learning curve 
with Strauss, just as there is 
with any freshman.

“She’s very talented, has a 
great way about herself and 
I know she will make a con-
tribution to the team,” Rich-

ards said. “But we have to 
remember that she’s half-
way around the world and 
it’s going to take time for 
her to adjust. There’s go-
ing to be days where she 
shows her youth, but we’re 
just  going to take it  one 
step at a time and let her get  
comfortable.”

The team will get its first 
chance to prove itself this 
Sunday when they head to 

College Station for the Aggies’ 
“Mo”Morial Invitational. The 
team’s first tournament of the 
year will run until Tuesday.

Richards will expect Strauss 
to come in and perform but 
she’s also demanding an in-
creased effort from the rest of 
her team.

“Bertine will step in right 
away,” she said. “We’re also 
going to need the rest of the 
team to step up. We’re going 
to need all the girls to com-
pete at a high level and put up  
low numbers.” 

GOLF continues from PAGE 6NIKE
continues from PAGE 6

BYU
continues from PAGE 6

GAUL
continues from PAGE 6
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Manning could miss more games with neck injury

By Michael Marot
The Associated Press

Indianapolis 
Colts quarter-
back Peyton 
Manning 
stands on the 
Indianapolis 
Chatard side-
line and watch-
es the PeyBack 
Classic football 
game between 
Chatard and 
Brebeuf on 
Aug. 20 at 
Lucas Oil 
Stadium in 
Indianapolis. 

Matt Kryger
Associated Press

“

We’re not concerned with 
expectations because those are 

placed on us by others. We’re focused 
on our own business and our own goals.“  — Martha Richards, Head coach



COMICS Friday, Month XX, 20118

P8 COMICS

8 Friday, September 9, 2011COMICS

Yesterday’s solution

Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the the fishes for ya!
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HOUSING RENTAL

370 Unf. Apts.

4 BLOCKS 
FROM 

CAMPUS
Classic 2 bedroom 2 bath 
loft style apartment, 
1500 a month, One year 
lease. dhays2000@mac.
com
 x ID 3078686

NEW 
APARTMENT 
FOR LEASE

W. 38th st. 2 bedroom 2 
bath, lots of closets. 512-
293-6414

426 Furnished Rooms
FURNISHED ROOM FOR 
RENT Luxury condo in 
Southwest Austin with 
furnished room for rent. 
Private bathe, 1500 sq. ft. 
condo on greenbelt close 
to Mopak, shopping, res-
taurants, etc. Young at 
heart senior with sweet 
lab, open minded, and 
Texas friendly owner. 
$600 per mo. ABP 512-
554-6455 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

560 Public Notice

IT’S THE 
END 

OF THE 
WORLD

(but only as we’ve come 
to know it)! Very soon, 
(after the corrupt global 
markets collapse), one 
titanic person prophe-
sied by ALL major world 
religions will speak to 
all of humanity. He will 
NOT come across as a 
religious fi gure. He will 
inspire mankind to see 
itself as one family & to 
rebuild the world based 
upon the principles of 
sharing, justice, co-op-
eration, & love. Read all 
about it: www. Share-
International.org

SEEKING A 
NEW SPIRITUAL 

HOME?
One that honors all paths 
to God? Join us! Austin 
Center for Spiritual Liv-
ing www.austincsl.org

EMPLOYMENT

790 Part Time
BARTENDING! $300/DAY 
POTENTIAL
No experience neces-
sary. Training courses 
available. Age 18+. 800-
965-6520 ext. 113 
GYMNASTICS COACHES 
Former gymnasts and 
cheerleaders needed to 
coach gymnastics. Flex-
ible hours. 3 locations. 
Marla 512-219-9930 

FUN JOB, 
GREAT PAY!

Mad Science needs 
animated instructors to 
conduct entertaining 
hands-on, after-school 
programs and/or chil-
dren’s birthday parties. 
Must have dependable 
car, experience with el-
ementary age children, 
afternoon availability 
two weekdays between 
1:00pm - 5:00pm M-
Fri call or apply online: 
www.madscience.org/
austin 512-892-1143
 x ID 3084000

HYDE PARK 
BAPTIST

Child Development 
Center, seeks Teaching 
Assistants for ages 0-5 
Shifts M-F 8:00-12:30 
and/or 2:30-6:00 PM. 
Please apply in person. 
512-465-8383

NOW 
HIRING 

PT POSI-
TIONS!!!

Local Education Con-
sulting Firm seeking 
candidates for 6 Admin/
Business Development 
positions & 10 Customer 
Services position. 
3 shifts available: (9am-
1pm) (1pm-8pm) (4pm-
9pm)
Call us today 512-213-
0232

DRIVER 
NEEDED

Need driver to pick up 
our 2 children after 
school and transport 
home. Pay negotiable. 
Needed right away! 512-
785-6631
TUTORING. Experi-
enced Advanced Math/
Science
/Study Skills tutor need-
ed for K-12. Flex hours, 
Fun job. $15 per hr. 512-
327-1288 

SEEKING 
NINJAS

/Web Designers/UI De-
velopment /Photoshop/
HTML/CSS/LAMP /JQue-
ry /JavaScript /Content 
Managment /DOWN-
TOWN
~$11/hr DOE ninjaseek-
ers@medwing.com

CAN YOU 
TEXT? DO 

YOU LIKE $$
Looking for person 
driven to earn $$ work-
ing part time with new 
high-demand product. 
Text Terriw to 90210 for 
details! 817-366-3394

PART TIME 
TECHNOLOGY 

SUPPORT
Looking for experience 
in providing technical 
support to end users. 
Responsible for set-up, 
confi guration, trouble-
shooting and support 
of Newgistics end user 
systems. Participation 
in a team environment is 
heavily relied upon as is 
the ability to work inde-
pendently. Must possess 
knowledge of personal 
computers, offi ce and 
application systems, 
high level business use, 
analysis and trouble-
shooting. 
Position reports to the 
Director of IT. EOE. For 
details, email cpinzone@
newgistics.com.

TARRYTOWN 
MOM NEEDS 
ASSISTANCE

with errands. Will pay 
$12.00/hr and 3 hrs./ 
week to start. TDL and 
references a must. 
Please email interest to 
emilie.a.becker@gmail.
com

792 Temporary Holiday Help 
Wanted

GAME DAY 
PART-TIME 

ATTENDANTS
“ABM Janitorial Services 
is currently hiring part-
time game and suite at-
tendants for all UT home 
football games. Please 
call 512.275.9626 for 
more information or ap-
ply in person at 11500 
Metric Blvd., Suite 420, 
Austin, TX 78758. www.
abm.com”

800 General Help Wanted

STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM

Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On 
Surveys.

TEACHERS
NEEDED 
IMMEDI-

ATELY
Get your education, train-
ing and experience now! 
Hiring energetic teachers 
at all locations. Flexible 
schedules, great perks! 
Apply online. www.step-
pingstoneschool.com/
employment.html
EARN $1000-$3200 A 
month to drive our brand 
new cars with ads. www. 
FreeCarJobs.com 

875 Medical Study
 x ID 3095572

BUSINESS

930 Business Opportunities

THE DAILY 
TEXAN 

CLASSIFIED
Regular rate 15 words 
for one day=$12.50/ for 
one week=$42.08/ for 
two weeks=$67.20 & 
$.50 per additional word.
All ads appear online at no 
charge unless you opt for 
enhancements which will 
incur additional nominal 
charges.
TEXAS-OU PARTY LOT 
RENTAL 10,000 Sq Ft 
Fenced Corner Lot w/ad-
ditional 25 Parking Spots 
just a few hundred yards 
from the Cotton Bowl/
State Fair Entrance. In-
cludes Parking for 25 Cars, 
Power, Clean Bathroom, 
Water and Event Grill. 
$2000.00
Call Candace Richerson @ 
214-796-9286 or 214-823-
1272 
FREE BMW BONUS Make 
money promoting the 
number ONE Weight-loss 
challenge today! 
http://longhorn.myvi.net
or 
http://www.texasmojo.net 

940 Opportunities Wanted

YOUR AD 
COULD 

BE HERE!
CALL 512.471.5244 or 
self-service to submit Ad 
at dailytexanonline.com
 x ID 2860257

790 Part Time790 Part Time

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.

       Self-serve, 24/7 on the Web at www.DailyTexanOnline.com
CLASSIFIEDS

THE DAILY TEXAN

       Self-serve, 24/7 on the Web at www.DailyTexanOnline.com

AD RUNS 

ONLINE FOR 

FREE!
word ads only

SEE WHAT OUR

ONLINE
SYSTEM
has to offer, and 
place YOUR AD 
NOW! Da
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NOW!

keep an eye out for the

super
TUESDAY
COUPONS

every week

COUPONS

every week
clip and save!

recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle

CLASSIFIEDSday, month day, 2008 3B

1

530 Travel Transportation

breckenridge

20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.

plus t/s

“Contagion” may be the most un-
expectedly terrifying movie of the 
year. It’s not exactly a horror movie 
in the traditional sense of the word, 
since there are no axe murderers, 
ghosts or zombies, but its step-by-
step breakdown of the spread of a 
potentially apocalyptic virus is ev-
ery bit as unnerving as anything 
George Romero or John Carpenter 
has ever accomplished.

The film 
doesn’t waste 
a minute, in-
t r o d u c i n g 
Beth (Gw-
yneth Pal-
trow), who’s 
r e t u r n i n g 
from a busi-
n e s s  t r i p 
overseas, and 
p r o m p t l y 
making her 
one of the 
first victims 
of the dead-
ly virus that 
functions as the film’s villain. From 
there, “Contagion” takes on a vaguely 
novelistic structure, introducing the 
key figures trying to prevent the epi-
demic and then slowly toppling their 
every effort. Scott Z. Burns’ script 
moves deliberately, laying out each 
government agency and their differ-
ent actions, never portraying them as 
right or wrong decisions, but as the 
acts of people trying to do their best 
in the situation from hell.

Director Steven Soderbergh has 
been publicly threatening to re-
tire, and “Contagion” makes it crys-
tal clear what a shame that would 
be. Soderbergh builds relentless ten-
sion throughout the film, weaving 
in small moments of human decen-

cy amongst the large-scale apocalyp-
tic material. It’s refreshing how effort-
lessly Soderbergh juggles a dozen ma-
jor characters, keeping the film mov-
ing quickly and not feeling the need 
to have every single storyline inter-
sect and overlap with another, like so 
many large ensemble dramas.

Every member of the film’s sprawl-
ing cast pulls their weight. Matt Da-
mon shines as Mitch, husband to 
Paltrow’s Beth, and his helpless ter-
ror at the plight he and what remains 
of his family are in is contagious. 

As an epidem-
ic specialist, Kate 
Winslet starts 
off as authorita-
tive and impos-
ing, and Winslet 
makes her char-
acters’ slow de-
terioration hurt 
us just as much 
as it does her. As 
a self-righteous 
blogger, Jude 
Law is shame-
lessly smarmy, 
but his character 
never quite de-

velops into a very compelling figure. 
Marion Cotillard is the film’s weakest 
link, playing another medical special-
ist whose character arc makes some 
pretty huge leaps that the screenplay 
can’t quite justify.

Thanks to its matter-of-fact struc-
ture, speedy pace and mostly strong 
performances, “Contagion” is a reli-
able, often chilling thriller. But more 
so, it’s a film that worms its way un-
der your skin in some very subtle 
ways. It makes you extremely aware 
every time you touch your face, 
question every hand you shake and 
sends a chill down your spine every 
time you hear a cough or a sneeze. If 
that’s not the mark of a truly excep-
tional thriller, what is?

By Alex Williams
Daily Texan Staff

Monster movies are scary, but they 
aren’t that scary. Sharks, snakes, spi-
ders, mutant beasts — sure, they 
can kill you, but that’s about all they 
can do. Viruses, on the other hand, 
are a whole different beast. Not only 
can they kill you, but they’re far too 
small to see and work by invading 
your own body’s cells and using them 
against you. And they’re everywhere, 
including on the silver screen in Ste-
ven Soderbergh’s latest movie, “Con-
tagion,” opening today.

Not that this is any new territo-
ry. It’s been explored before in “Out-
break” and “The Andromeda Strain,” 
among others, but it’s a cautionary 
tale worth repeating. The seasonal flu, 
in an average year, hospitalizes some 
200,000 people in the U.S., accord-
ing to the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention, with some years be-
ing worse than others. The infamous 

1918 Spanish flu, for instance, killed 
an estimated 50 million people, mak-
ing it responsible for more deaths than  
World War I.

The virus in “Contagion,” how-
ever, puts the 1918 epidemic to 
shame. And, though the trail-
er suggests something along the 
lines of an obsessive-compulsive’s 
alarmist nightmare, the final re-
sult seems a bit more consistent 
with reality. The virus is scary, 
but well within the realm of be-
lievability, which makes it all the 
more frightening. 

The speed at which it spreads is 
much lower than it could have been 
in a more brainless Hollywood mov-
ie, with a reproduction number, or 
R0, of four or so. This means that a 
given individual who has contract-
ed the virus will, on average, spread 
it to four people. Thanks to exponen-
tial growth, however, that’s more than 
enough to generate a full-blown epi-
demic. If one person passes the virus 
on to four people over the course of a 
few days and then they pass it over to 
another four and so on and so forth, 
there could be a million people in-
fected in less than a month. 

However, not all viruses spread 
from human to human. For in-
stance, the ongoing H5N1 (avian 
flu) scare hasn’t yet caused a pan-
demic. So far, it has only spread 
from infected chickens to people 
who come in close contact with 
them, but not from those people 
to other humans. The fictional vi-
rus in “Contagion,” rather, follows a 
similar trajectory to the 2009 H1N1 
pandemic: it originally spread 
among pigs on Mexican farms, then 
from pigs to humans and ultimately 
from humans to humans.

Like the seasonal flu or common 
cold, the “Contagion” disease spreads 
through direct contact with an in-
fected individual, though not all in-
teractions with infected people lead 
to transmission. The book “Under-
standing Viruses” by Teri Shors ex-
plains that viruses have a tough time 
getting through our skin since it is 
dry, acidic and contains bacterial flo-
ra designed to protect the body from 
infection. The skin could, however, 
be used as a transport to somewhere 
on your body where it’s easier for a vi-
rus to get inside. If you shake an in-
fected person’s hand after he coughed 

in it, for instance, and then use that 
hand to rub your eyes, the virus can 
get inside you that way.

“Contagion,” while definitely sci-
ence fiction, has enough scientif-
ic fact behind it to address genuine 
issues and suggest a very real and 
scary possibility. “The 2009 H1N1 
influenza pandemic turned out to 
be relatively mild, and, consequent-
ly, the general public and funding 
agencies may have lost sight of the 
importance of pandemic prepared-
ness,” said Associate Director for 
the Division of Statistics and Sci-
entific Computation, Lauren Mey-
ers. “There will be a next pandem-
ic, which could be much more se-
vere than the one in 2009. This mov-
ie reminds us of the importance of a 
quick and effective medical and hu-
manitarian response.” 

The virus itself is just a jumping-
off point to explore a very human sto-
ry about paranoia and fear. However, 
“Contagion” will still hopefully raise 
awareness of how delicate we humans 
are. Though we may feel like we’re 
the dominant species on this plan-
et, something we can’t even see could 
take us out in the blink of an eye.

‘Contagion’ depicts realistic viral chaos
Thomas Allison | Daily Texan Staff 

Director Steven Soderbergh’s new film “Contagion” opens Friday and  follows a virus from inception to pandemic. Similarities between the film’s 
fictional pathogen and recent high-profile viral outbreaks have impressed critics.

By Robert Starr
Daily Texan Staff

Suspenseful tale of 
infection proves a 
worthwhile watch

Element of realism adds an 
entirely new dimension of 
terror, chaos to thriller film
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Thanks to its matter-
of-fact structure, 
speedy pace and 

mostly strong 
performances, 

“Contagion” is a 
reliable, often chilling 

thriller.

Contagion

Grade: A-

Steven Soderbergh
Genre: Thriller
Runtime: 106
For those who like: 
28 Days Later, Traffic



AMERICAN 
HORROR STORY
PREMIERES OCT. 5 AT 9 P.M. ON FX

Recovering from an affair, a psychotherapist 
moves with his wife and teenage kids to a new 
town and into an old house imbued with super-
natural forces that prey on their fears. The thriller 
features a standout cast, including Dylan McDer-
mott and Connie Britton. Helmed by the premier 
auteur of all things stylized, Ryan Murphy (who 
also created “Nip/Tuck” and “Glee”), the real ques-
tion is whether this family is being haunted by 
ghosts or their own personal demons.

WAR HORSE
IN THEATERS DEC. 28

Perhaps the most significant film event in 2011 comes 
just as it’s winding down, when audiences are treated to 
two new Steven Spielberg films released only five days 
apart. The first film, “The Adventures of Tintin” narrow-
ly missed inclusion on this list and might have made it 
if not for “War Horse’s” astounding teaser trailer, which 
looks like vintage Spielberg — openly sentimental, epic 
in scope and absolutely gorgeous to look at.

50/50
IN THEATERS SEPT. 30

Starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt and Seth 
Rogen, “50/50” is arguably the starting 
gun for this year’s Oscar season and al-
most certainly the first film to justify the 
use of the words “Seth Rogen” and “Oscar” 
in the same sentence. The cancer drame-
dy, which finds Levitt’s Adam dealing with 
the aftermath of a diagnosis that gives 
him a 50-percent chance to live, has been 
getting rave reviews and its cast (round-
ed out by Anna Kendrick, Anjelica Huston 
and Bryce Dallas Howard) almost ensures 
it will be worth seeing.
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HELPING KEEP AUSTIN WEIRD ONE CHALUPA AT A TIME.

As summer winds down, the busiest season in entertainment is 
about to kick off. Oscar movies, new music and the new television 
season are all fast approaching. Our picks for the most promising 
new arts for the fall:

M
O

VI
E THE DESCENDANTS

IN THEATERS NOV. 18

Director Alexander Payne hasn’t made a film since 
2004’s “Sideways,” which is one of the all-time great ru-
minations on male friendship and easily one of the best 
films of the last decade. The mere fact that he’s back be-
hind the camera here is worth the excitement for “The 
Descendants,” but if you add George Clooney in what 
appears to be another dynamite performance and a 
trailer that nails the tragicomic sensibility Payne built 
his career on, it proves “The Descendants” is one of the 
year’s biggest Oscar contenders.

THE DESCENDANTS
IN THEATERS NOV. 18

CARNAGE
IN THEATERS DEC. 16

From director Roman Polanski (“Chinatown”) and based 
on the multiple Tony-winning play “God of Carnage,” 
“Carnage” promises to be filled with powerhouse perfor-
mances by Christoph Waltz, John C. Reilly, Kate Winslet 
and Jodie Foster. The film’s recent premiere at the Ven-
ice Film Festival received mostly positive reviews, with 
many praising the cast for their portrayals of two cou-
ples meeting to get to the bottom of an altercation be-
tween their sons. Even if the film is a mess, it’s reported 
75-minute runtime will help, but with the pedigree of 
talent involved, that’s somewhat hard to imagine.

TINKER, TAILOR, 
SOLDIER, SPY
IN THEATERS DEC. 9

This intense spy thriller brings together “Let the Right 
One In” director Tomas Alfredson and an enormous-
ly talented cast including Gary Oldman, Colin Firth, 
Tom Hardy and Mark Strong, among others. Alfredson 
proved himself a master of the intense slow burn with 
“Let the Right One In,” and Gary Oldman may be look-
ing at his first Oscar nomination as a spy trying to find a 
mole in his agency.

ENLIGHTENED
PREMIERES OCT. 10 AT 8:30 P.M. ON HBO

Laura Dern stars in this dark comedy as Amy, a health 
and beauty executive who suffers a very public mental 
breakdown. After seeking treatment for three months in 
Hawaii, she returns home feeling rejuvenated. But that 
isn’t preventing the madness of her life, including her 
drug-addicted son (played by Dern’s own son, Luke Wil-
son) from making her snap all over again. It’s the sto-
ry of one woman doing everything she can to not come 
undone. 

HELL ON WHEELS
PREMIERES NOV. 6 AT 9 P.M. ON AMC

Set in post-Civil War America during the construction 
of the nation’s first transcontinental railroad, this drama 
centering on a Confederate soldier looking to avenge 
the murder of his wife by Union soldiers, looks moody 
and affecting. While “Deadwood” has held the distinc-
tion of being TV’s most acclaimed western, this looks to 
have just as much grit. 

RINGER
PREMIERES SEPT. 13 AT 8 P.M. ON THE CW

Sarah Michelle Gellar returns to TV in a dual role: she 
plays twin sisters Siohban and Bridget, the former a 
wealthy socialite, the latter a recovering alcoholic on the 
run from the mob. After Siohban mysteriously disap-
pears, Bridget assumes Siohban’s life and begins uncov-
ering her sister’s own dark secrets.  

UP ALL NIGHT
PREMIERES SEPT. 14 AT 9 P.M. ON NBC

Unlike the movies, the messiness of intersecting home 
and work lives in this comedy promise not to neatly re-
solve in 90 minutes. In this refreshingly frank take on 
parenthood, Christina Applegate and Will Arnett play 
a couple trying to find time for work, each other and 
their baby without running themselves into the ground. 
Watching them try looks hilarious. 

BLAKROC
2 | FALL TBD

Blakroc is a collaborative effort between The 
Black Keys and various rappers they enlist 
on each record. A teaser for the new album 
popped up in August and featured a tiny 
portion of a mellow blues riff that gives little 
indication of music to come on the new 
record. But featured artists Jim Jones, The 
Cool Kids, Talib Kweli and Jay Electronica 
among others, has cemented its place as 
one of the most anticipated albums of 2011.

CHILDISH GAMBINO
CAMP | NOV. 1

“I do not talk, I am just a rapper.” The mantra of Donald 
Glover, actor, comedian and writer who also raps un-
der the moniker Childish Gambino, has served him well 
on the indie scene over the last year. Early this summer, 
Glover dropped an explosive teaser video on his blog 
featuring video from his last tour and 30 seconds of a 
new, untitled song. Although his rhymes about girls, 
clothes, cars and money in conjunction with his same 
formulaic punchlines are becoming extremely trite, his 
production work is still superb and reason enough to 
listen.

DAS RACIST
RELAX | SEPT. 13 
The conscious rap group Das Racist is putting forth their 
third major effort and first album after two mixtapes, 
Relax. Notorious for their heavy drug habits that result 
in fantastic studio work but atrocious live shows, Relax is 
sure to be good. 

JUSTICE 
AUDIO, VIDEO, DISCO | OCT. 25 

It’s been four years since the poster children of the fa-
mous Ed Banger Records have put out an album. Perhaps 
the biggest thing to come out of French music since Daft 
Punk, the duo has managed to maintain legitimacy de-
spite a lack of releases, simply off the acclaim from 2007’s 
† album. This spring they released the first single, “Civili-
zation,” a strange but brilliant piece of lo-fi electro house 
complete with a catchy vocal track. 

M83
HURRY UP, WE’RE DREAMING | OCT. 18  

French electronica pop project, M83, is in the same vein 
as last decade’s mildly popular French electronic act Air, 
with the main variance lying within danceability. That 
fact might prove hugely instrumental as M83 makes 
their way from indie, niche stardom to having a place 
in a slightly more mainstream scene. The first single off 
the forthcoming record, a catchy mesh of dance beats 
and lively synth titled “Midnight City,”  has accrued a fair 
amount of acclaim and gained notoriety on several in-
ternet music blogs and aggregators.

AFTER DARK
WALLY WORKMAN GALLERY | DEC. 3-23

In this group show, 30 artists were challenged 
to create works inspired by the exhibition ti-
tle. Although each artist is sure to interpret the 
task in a different way, it is also sure to be a dark-
er genre of art both literally and figuratively. 
This show promises to be a little more mysteri-
ous, maybe even a little wilder than the average 
gallery opening  — something to incite interest 
from even the not-so-arty. If edgy is the name of 
the game, this exhibition is in.
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EL ANATSUI: WHEN I 
LAST WROTE TO YOU 
ABOUT AFRICA
BLANTON MUSEUM OF ART | SEPT. 25- JAN. 22  

The Blanton hit the exhibition jackpot with this show. 
Anatsui’s work is revered and collected internationally 
by some of the world’s most established museums. The 
UT museum will be the only southwest venue for this 
retrospective on the artist’s work over the past 30 years 
— the largest collection of his art ever assembled in the 
US. His large-scale works, made from discarded materi-
al, create powerful visualizations about global, local and 
personal African histories—as well as being truly beauti-
ful, yet accessible.  

MIKE EGAN: 
THE DEATH OF 1977 
YARD DOG | OPENS SEPT. 10

Since the artist was formerly a funeral director, his paint-
ings gravitate towards themes of religion, life and death. 
Egan cites everything from German Expressionists and 
stained glass windows to Southern folk art, horror films 
and lowbrow art as his inspiration. Cartoonish in style, 
his paintings of skeletons and the like are much more 
Dia de los Muertos meets Grateful Dead than they are 
gruesome. Egan will be in attendance at the opening 
and he definitely seems like someone you’d want to talk 
to — or watch intently. 

M
U

SI
C

11/22/63
STEPHEN KING | NOV. 8

Prolific powerhouse Stephen King takes 
on time travel in 11/22/63. Jake Epping is 
a typical high school English teacher who 
enters a portal back in time and attempts 
to prevent a critical moment in American 
history: the assassination of John F. Kenne-
dy. The 1000-page epic seems to be a fit-
ting follow-up to King’s previous work, the 
massive Under The Dome.
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THE MARRIAGE PLOT
JEFFREY EUGENIDES  | OCT. 11

It’s been eight years since the release of Jeffrey Eu-
genides’ Pulitzer Prize-winning novel Middlesex rocked 
the literary world. Now Eugenides returns to publish The 
Marriage Plot, an examination of archetypical 19th centu-
ry love stories through the eyes of three friends entering 
their senior year at Brown University in the 1980s.
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THE NIGHT CIRCUS
ERIC MORGENSTEM | SEPT. 15

With a six-figure advance from Doubleday and the 
film rights already sold to Summit Entertainment be-
fore the book’s release, The Night Circus exemplifies 
literary hype. The buzz is boosted all the more con-
sidering that the novel is Morgenstern’s first attempt 
at writing fiction. Only the release of the book, which 
tells of two young magicians falling in love at a mys-
terious circus at the turn of the 19th century, will tell 
if the hype is well-deserved. 
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