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American Studies at Burning Man 2008 

Last year, the Department of American Studies launched its first annual departmental theme, 

" DREAM." The theme gives us a way to connect our diverse events (loosely) so that we have 

a year-long series of conversations . It will provide connect ion for undergrads across classes 

and across departmental events (if each class touches on the theme and you attend a movie 

screening and you see a lecture ... then you see how intellectual ideas ca n cross-fertilize) and 

will provide creat ive informal writing, interview, conversational topics, or image production 

that can go on the blog, the webpage, and elsewhere. 

This past school year, ou r blog featured the ways that part icu lar classes trea ted the DREAM 

theme, our graduate conference was entit led "Reimagining the American Dream" and 

explored conceptions of the rags-to-riches narrative within America , and we also offered a 

film series on the broad theme of public and priva te dreams. 

The time has come to select a new departmental theme, and WE NEED YOUR INPUT. Please fill 

out the form linked here to help us select a theme inspiri ng the coming year's 

conve rsat ions, events, socia l media, and classes. And spread the word' We wou ld love to see 

what you folks are interested in. 
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AMS:: ATX is a blog dedicated to 

representing the many activities and 

interests of the department of 

American Stud ies at The University of 

Texas at Austin. Together with the 

department's Twitter feed, this Dlog 

exists to serve the AMS and Austin 

communities by acting as a hub for up­

to-date information on events and 

opportunities at UT and beyond. 
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