Cambridge, 12 Merch 1958

Deer Emmett,

Your letter srriving this morning has depressed me no end.
After talking to Eriec Turner I had hoped that your Washington
meeting would lead to @ suiteble offer; and I can only wonder
at the blindness of Univers&ities who don't know a good thing
when they see one. On the other hand I have a8 strong belief
based on personsl experience that 2ll promotion is & matter of
liclksugdan.or bad, snd thet mccecident plgsys a much bilgger part
Than merat 1n scguiring & good=job., This is smell comfort; but
don't be misled into thinking that lack of opportunity is correl-
ated with lack of ebility.

Expressions of sympathy will not keep a2 family in a competitive
world; and I wish I could see some practical way of offering help, ‘
I gathered from Turner that you did not wish to leawe U,S,A., -
naturally enough, I should take the same view were our positions
reversed, But I don't see what we could do unless you were
prepared to teke ‘g job over here: 1if you now feel you would
contemplate one, we can see if a vacancy can be found, I'm in
no position to do anything directly, but I know people who might i
help,  Qur.-scheme of sppointing you edidor of CIM might still
e put into operation; butl I-am eather doubtful if we can organize
anyithing: in time, snd the celleetion of sufficient funds 1o pay
vyou'a decenti-salary will certainly be difficult.  But it would ‘
be & tragedy if youwre prevented from doing the work which
you can do best (if not alone), by the sordid necessity of
earning a living. I've no doubt you would meke an excellent
numismatist; byt it's clear that would encroach so far on your
time and energy that you would find Mycenasean dropped into the
background.

I%11 certainly look around and see if any idea suggests
tlself- to me;  Needless to say I Bhould be delighted if you
could be persuaded to migrate across the Atlandic - and we
have done quite well in England by taking in scholars who have
left their own countries, Moses Finley, who was, I think, at
Columbia, is now firmly entrenched here; and a most amusing chap
he is to have about too.

I heve recently had the bright idea of studying Messenia
from air photogrephs; judging from what I saw last week, I
think there is a good chance of improving our knowledge of
the Pylian kingdom by such means,

Well, keep hoping, and we'll keep our fingers crossed

dor you,

Yours,
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