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BIG CUNS BOMBARD ANZIO AREA

FROIM NORIMAN CLARK REPRESENTING COMBINED BRITISH PRESS

Anzio Bridgehead

Wednesday Noon

lMore longrange siege guns have becn brought up by the enemy to bombard the Anzio
area, - This ;'Ls, no doubt, an attempt to interf‘efe with the unloading of shipping in
the port. Since yesterday evening, when a second railway gun was ‘reported to have
beven hit- and dgrailed, the new big guns have been firing persistently. . Shells have
fallen over a wide arca and the range of airbursts has been increased to cover élmost
the whole bridgehead.

Heavy shelling during the night was co-ordinated with a number of air raids which
continued after dawn. There have been two more sneak dive bombings this morﬁing.
But for all this prodigal expensé of steel and explosive the enemy has 1little to |

| show in results. At Ileast the shells have done no damage that T h@ve been able to see
or find - and I qounted more tha.n forty shellbursts in one heur.

The voice of éthe Allied ar’c‘illery has also been loud today. The gunners, not
only today but every hour of the stiff fighting last week when a major scale cneny
attack was broken, have worked A’.ci_relefssly giving the :'nfé.ﬁtxy. .decisive support when it
was called for. |

I heard of one battery which has been fighting since Alorsin, The corrnnding
officer told me that during twenty four hours last week the battery fired 720 'rounds -
"and we have never got near that figure before" he added, Between the gun crews of
both sides it was a trial of endﬁrance - and Allied s;rength triunphed,

©
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PIELD DAY AGAINST GERIAN INFANTAY

(8

By Vaughan Thonas, reprcsenting the Combinced DBritish Press and Radios

With Fifth Army in Italy,
February 17,1944 :

: We have now met and arc holding arnothcr Gernman attempt to redueelour beach=
head: There is no doubt now in everybody'!s mind here that this is another major
cfforte The Luftwaffe has reappeared in force with heavy night attacks on port
and shipving and continual day attacks on Anzio and our forward troops with
antipersonal bombs, Long-range shelling has now rcached a new intensity and shélls
fall with nonotonous regularity into the beach areass |

All yesterday, the Germans flung big forces against our.lincs and attacks were
not confined as before to -ne scctor, . There arc three main thrusts, but the
nost determined is along the old line of the nain Anzio road. Here the eneny .holds
the factory at Carrdcetto,but at the end of the day our lines were intact and our
artillery had a fiecld day against the masses of German infantry, As ten tanks
emerged from the bridge of a disused railway in front.of Cerracetto guns and anti-
tank guns had point blank target and the ten tanks were ieﬁt sroking along the
cavériess roadside,

The weather yesterday was mainly fair' with eloud patches and these may have
influenced the eneny to launch an attack, while the full weight of our air cover
was unable to operate, Our bombers are now returning in full strength and this
norning the sky is clear and therc is pronise of a good Airday.

Yesterday the main defence was with artillery but it is to be expected tha't
the Germans will rcesume the ztteck on to our infantry positions and employ the
usual tactics of night infiltrations There is no disposition here to minimise

the determination of the Germans, But general feeling on owr side is that 'we are

all set for the Germans,"
R
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LONG RANGE SIZELLING ON ANZIO

Tith the Pifth Army,
February 17, 194k4.

By BASIL GINGELL rcprescnting the Combined British Press

in
The attack on the northern sector of the beachhead, described/today's

ommuniquc, continuos.‘ The present effort is, at least, 'as strong as
his major effort of last week whiéh petercd out after three days fighting,
It demonstrates how ficrecly he has cmployed his breathing space between
attacks,.

Long range shelling into the shorc arca has incrcased. In no part
of the bcachﬁead can one get away from the noisc of battle although the
enemy's main push centres on the rclatively narrow fronte His casualtdes

A4

have already been cnormous,but by the weight of his attack he sccks to

Progress.
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SOUTH ST LSTh COMIUNIOUL Nos L46

New Delhi,
18s 2444

1RGN :

During the 16th Fcebruary steady progress was made by cur forces in all scctors
and a definite improvencnt in the géncral situation has‘baon rceportede

West of the liayu renge our artillery intensively shelled cnciy positions and
scveral parties of Japancsc were scen leaving the arca conccerned.

In the Ngokycdaul Pass arca opcerations arc continuing against stiff cnemy resis-
tancc. . 4t onc point cspeecicdly the enenmy sustaincd considerablc casualtics.

Hast of the Mayu .range our infantry, supported by tanks attacking from the Dasgt,
nade souc progress but another of our attacks from fhic north caue vnder very heavy
encry firce and was held up. Slightly to the North of this arca, one village was
clcarcd of the cneny by ocur forcess
KT

West [fricgp troops continuc their advance southwaras and cctive patrolling is
being carried out.
TIDDIM

No eneciyy activity has been rcported. Our troops have occupicd an cnemy position
west of Fort whitc..

HULWWNG VAILEY

Fighting continucs and an cnemy position north—west of Taipha Ga has been overrun.

Chincsce troops occupicd a villese south of Taipha Ga without opposition.
ATR

ResseFe mediun bombers of the Strategic .ir Force, Bastern iir Counand, bombed
Toungoo airficld on the night of 16th/17th Pebruary. 4 storage area ot Taungup alsé
was attacked. Railway and tramsport objecetives in the sane arcas were attacked in
daylight by twin-cngincd fighters and bridges scvercly dar.aged.

In Northern Burie. on l6th Mcbruary, Re..P. dive-bombors ari leter two sortices of
fighter=bonbers attackoed an encuy-occupicd village ten wiles cast of Haaalin. The area
was thoroughly machinc—sunned. a Yorce of fighters also attacked the village and
started large fires.,

On the saue doy U.Se wediwy and fighter-bombers of the Tactical Air Force' destroyed
threc loconotives in the arca south of untho. Other Uese fighter-bonber formationé
attacked troop and supply formations in the Kevodng Walawbua Lonkin and Myitkyina arcas.

In the .raokan, ReAdF. escorted dive-babers attacked an enery position north of
Rathedaung, while another dive-boiber raid was nadc north—cast of Iiaungdaws Fighters'
carried out offcensive rcconnsissances in the arca and att

transport and river craft.
P B o e o N RER Y
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LAIMIRALIY'S ‘ONE-.RMED 'qU/RD RETIRES

3!

The one armed man, who for many years has stood guard over the Admiralty's
main entrance, and to whom all official passes have had to bc ‘showm, whether
the bcarér be a Midshipmon or an .dmiral, has jusf retired,

Many senior Naval Officers leaving the Ldmiralty on lgdnesday evening

stopped in the main entrance hall t o shake honds with -and to say good~by to
Mr. Edward T.Jecwell, the ;dmiralty's'chief porter.

. For meny years, onc of the most familisar figurcs in the Ldmiralty, Mrs
Jewell retircd on his sixfy~fﬁ?th birthday, ofter L2 years service.

Bofore ho went %o the idmiralty in 1902 where he was employed first
as a mésse-gor, and later as chicf porter, he scrved in the Royal Navy as a
Leading Scaman. He received his training in Hels Se«LION and sdbscqpenfly
scrved in the LIBERTY, the BENBOW, the B/RROS.L, the FLOR.. and the LRGUS,
as well as at several shorc establishment.: For somc timec he was on the Vesy
ifrican coast in a cruiscre '

It wes whilc he was serving in H.M.S. DEFLLNT that he lost his right arm.
This made it necessary for him to’/lcawve the service, buf as soon as he had
recovered from his injunvhe bececane an fdmiralty messenger,

s chigf portes) Mf.Jewoll has met many distinguished visitors at the
Admiralty. Those he remembers best arc Gencral Smuts, Mr.Churchill,Lord
Selborn,Lord Iwecdmouth, Mr.ifackenzic King and Venizeloss

- Beforc he left his desk in the main entrance hall for the last time, Mrel.V.
Ldexander, the First Lord of the Ldmiralty, shock hands with him and wished
'him.a happy rotircment, ond others who said good-byc werc idmiral of the
Flecet Sir indrew Cunninghom nd dmiral Sir C.E.Kcennedy = Purvis,Deputy First

Sea Lorde
NLVAL LFPATRS
NOTE_~PICTURE AVAIL BIE AT P.M.he
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PREVINTION OF VICLENCE ..CT, 1939

~

The Homc Sceretaryts quarterly rcport to P;rli&mcnt on thc number
of Orders made under the Prevention of Violence (Tcmporary Provisions)
Act, 1939,.sh0ws that threc Expulsion Orders werc made during the
period 18t gctobor to 31st Deccmber, 1943, This brings up to 189
the total number of persons agaiﬁst whom Expulsion Ordcrs have been

made since 28th July, 1939, when the Act came into florcc.

\
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EMBLEMS FOR Ri..oF, PERSCNNEL MENTIONED IN DES...JCH .S

Despatches ‘emblems, wound stripes:ond chevrons for war scrvicc have now been
introduced end are subject t¢ the ‘conditions ocutlincd below, "Personncl of the
following classes arc cligibless

(1) officers and ajrmen of the British, Dominicn, Indicn and- Colonial
Alr Porccs. ]

€2) liembers of Princesg Mory'sRoyal .ir Forco Nursing Scrvice and its reserve,
(3) TediolieT,  officers and airwomens
(L), ViieDe mombers,

"DESE.TCHES" FMBLENS

The cublens dre in brcnz'o.. 110 htho"fonn of a single ook lcaf and distinct from
the pattern authorised fer _mentions in despatches during the Great Woaxr. One type
is designed tc be scwn on 'blueegrc;y uniform and another to be affixed by safety-
‘piﬁ._ ‘;co'tropioal unifo:m. The c;ﬁblcm is to be worn in respect of mentions :'_Ln
despatches and ccmmendations gazcetted, for service dﬁring the WOI; camacneing 3rd
Scptember, 1959_, as o merber of one of the classes spccified.a ove, Or during
previous nmaval or militory scrvice y of i‘.l’iOiVild lifc. . Only one CHﬂDlGl’ﬂ. is to be
worn, irrespective of the mumbers of owards recciveds The erblenm is not o be worn

during the wer on o medal ribbon, but is to be affixed to the uniform in the position

in which o singlc ribbon would be worn, or in the pesition in which a ribbon would

Ma¥al

be ploced immediately after those alrcady worne It is tc be affixed horizontally

with the sten towards the wearcr's right,

OUND STRIPES

five thirty-seconds of an inch wide and one and o half inohes long. Thosc denoting
wounds sustained in previous wars are of ro ro.yczw: of similar dimensions. Onc gcold
stripc is to be worn for cach occasion on which cer%ain wounds and injurics are
sustoained during the present war, but only one red stripe will be worn irrespective
of the number of wounds sustained, Broadly speaking, wound strives will be worn

in respect of oll wounds and injuries dircetly duc to cnemy cctien and sustained
whilc on dutys. In the case of persomnel serving in cperational commonds (and in
operational units in mn—cqoératioml commands. abroad), wound stripes will be owarded
whether the wounds or Wnjuries arc incurred on duty or otherwise, The stripes

will be worn verticolly on the left forearm, with the zold stripe or stroies in



- GigeE
front of the red stripe. They may be worn with plain clothes after discharge
or transfer to the reserve, The grant of a wound stripe does not confer any claim
to firnancial recognition.

 SERVICE _CHEVRONS

Chevrons are printed in red on a blue—grey background for wear with blue-
grey uniform,'and on a khaki background for wear with tropical uniform, One
chevron will be worn for each completed year of service in the present war,

Service in the Navy, Army, Home Guard, Police, N.F,S., Merchant Navy, Civil Defence
orgénisations and other services to which themscheme'applies, may be aggregated
with Air Férce service for the award of chéﬁrons. Chevrons are to be worn on the
right forearm, apex uppermost, and may, if desirédibe worn with plain clothes

after discharge or transfer to the reserve,

[

GENERAL
Applications for the issue of despatches emblems, wound stripes and chevrons
mist be made to CoO's of units,
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SHIPBUIIDING POSITION ON TYNESIDE

A deputation representing the conference of all Tymeside local authorities,
Members of Parliament and Trades Unions waited uponm the First Lord of the
Admiralty to-day to put forward their views upon the present and future ship-
ubuilding position on Tyneside.,

The First Lord, who was supported by the Financial Secretary tc the
Admiralty, promised that the statements made to him would receive the fullest
consideration.

The menbers of the deputation were as follows:-

Councillor Clements, Lord Mayor of Newcastle-upon-Tyne

Councillor J,M, Connolly, Newcastle City Council

Alderman R. Irvin,' Tynemouth County Borough Council

Councillor Melia, Wallsend Borcugh Council

Councillor. G, Diggle, Mayor of Jarrow

Alderman McArdle, Chairman of Shipbuilding and Engineering
Confederation (Tyne)

Mre AJM. Yule, Vice Chairman of Shipbuilding and Engineering
Confederation (Tyne)

Mre G. Steele, Secretary of Shipbuilding and Engincering
Confederation (Tyne)

Mr. J. Bowman, M,B,E,, Amalgamated Engincering Union

Mr.vT. Magnay, M.P., = Gateshead (Chairman of the deputation)
Sir Alexander Russell, M;P., Tynemouth

Mr. J,R. Leslie, MP., Seagefiej.a

Mr. Chuter Ede; M.P., South shields

Miss Ellen Wilkinson, M,P:, Jarrow

Mr. Alfred Denville, M,P., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Central

Mr. Fred G, Egner, Town Clerk, Tynemouth Borough Council.

oo o o o o o
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MEDITERR-NEAN COMMUNIQUE No,. 28

Allied Forece Advance H.Qs.
18.2'}-lll-

SEA

A British warship on February 16 shelled troops and their‘tran5port;
in the Formia area fircs were started and encny puns hit.

Heavy: eneny attacks on the Anzio beach-~hecad positions have been beaten
off by Dritish and American troops of the 5th Arny.

On the main 5th Army front there was hard fighting around a height North-

(]

west of the Cassino Abbey,

Severe ﬁﬁather on 8th Army front prevented large scale activitys
aggressive patrols engaged the eneny.

Our artillery was active on all fronts,
AIR

Yesterday, large forces of heavy, medium and light bombers operated in
the battle area and attacked objectives in the vicinity of Frascati and
Albano. Other medium bombers attacked shi?ping off the west coast of Italy,
scoring hits at Sen Stefano, Marina Di Pisa and Jorte Ercole,

Night bombers attacked the Campoleonec-ilbano areas last night. Fighter-
bombers attacked the jetty and barracksvat Igoumenitsa in Greece,

During thése operations, three enemy aircraf't werc destroyed. We lost
nine, *

MJAJAF, flew approximately 41500 sorties. Enemy activity over the beach-
head was estimated at approximately 185 sortics,

During operations on February 416 one nore. eneny-aireraf't was destroyed

in a2ddition to those already, reported.
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BRIDGEHE/D

From Voughon Thomas, Representing the Combined British Press ond Radio

Fcbruary 17, 8 pele,
Despatch 59.

The German attock goes on, Wwith bitter fighting still continuing and the thunder
of guns still echoing over the beachhead,

I have been up watching the bottles ' From the edge of a patch of heath I could
sce the whole area where the Germans are sceking a vital decision. It is surprising
how small it is - ploughland on either side of a straight road is the cockpit of the
struggle, To~day there is hordly a yard of this cockpit without its shellburst, with
.ﬁhick columns of white smoke where the German shells are falling on our forward
positionse The background of blue Alban hills is smudged over by bonfire blasting
near the factory,

Down the coverless road German tanks start to crawl into the battle storm. Our
guns plaster them, ond the road becomes a line of leaping earth fountains. Black
specks, men jump out in illusive shelter ditch as the leading tanks flare with oily
smoke pouring outs, The guns keep up a continual clomour and there is no let-up for a
moment in the fury of the fire, Down the road in a small wood I stood with a troop of
our gunsvthat had fought through the desert campaign. Through a megaphone the gun
Position Officer shouted orders. He Was concentroting on the immediate job omid the
énemy airbursts overhecod. For him the battle is fought on mep references and numbers.
Colculations ore mode and the guns stond wailting, Then from pits end camouflaged
positions all around an earsplitting series of explosions rocks the woods as a new
weilght of metal is flung on to the Germon lines to help our hard-fighting men out in
the battle-torn‘cockpit.

During the last German attack on the bridgehead one of these guns fired 703
- rounds in twenty-four hours. Thot numbcr may be excceded heforé the end of this
German punch,

It was a perfect day for air operations ond the sky owver the bridgehead
was a8 noisy as the land, A continual strcam of bombers possed over while Luftwaffe
fighters sought to dive through our fighter screen to attack back areas, It seemed
there was never a moment without the crackle of fighter guns in dogfights, or the
popping of our ack-ock around the port of Anzio, The Germans now obviously accept
heavy losses and arc prepored for more in the attempt to break our line with all-duy
long-range shelling on the port arca,

- - s o T
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ROYAL ATR FORCE AWARDS NO. 762

The King has becn graciously pleased to approve the following eppointments

e

and awrds in rccognition of conspicious scrvice in operations against the

Japanese: -

Additional appointments in the Military Division of the Most Exccllent

Order of the British Empire:-

As Commander

Acting Air Commodore Sidney Wallingfordy Royal Noew Zealand Alr Force.

As Officer

Wing Commander Eric Maple Lewls, ioyal New Zecaland Air Force,

As Member

-

Flight Liecutenant Ronald Lindsay lMeynell, Royal New Zcaland Air Forcc.

Bar to Distinguished aying Cross

Acting Squadron ILeader IMichael Jamecs Herrick, D.F.C., Royal Adr Forcecs
g oq 3 )

Distinguished Flying Cross

Acting Squadron Leader John Henry «Arvkwiright, Lioyal New Zeland Air Force.
Acting Squadron Leadcr John Anderson 0ldficld, loyal New Zcaland Alr Forcee
Acting Flight Lieutenant Nobert Hamish Balfour, oyal New Zealsmd Alr Forcee
Flying Officer Aitken Maxwell Davis, Royal New Zealand Air Forcee
Flying Officer ILeonard Adolphus Raynecr, loyal New Zealand Air Force

Distinguished Flying Mcdal

NoZ. L4450 Flight Scrgeant (Now Pilot Officer) Trevor Edward Ganley,. Royal

New Zealand Adr Force.

+ o+ + o+ + o+
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THE 30th CORPS IN SICILY

It is onnounced that the 30th Corps took part in the Sicilian campaign; The
Corps = under thc command of Licutenant-General Sir Oliver Leese - landed in
the south~cast corner of the island on July 10, ond advanced swiftly through
central Itoly, forming the lcft wing of the Eighth Army's attacking Iline,

Ité way lay through Rogusa, Vizzini, Enna and Leonforte, then past the
chain of strongly dcfended mountoin towns, including Agira, Regalbutto, ond
Centuripe; until; pressing forward to the cast pf Cotonia ond Mount Etno agoinst
opposition which was often formidable, and overcoming many difficulties in
mountainous country in which the cnemy had demolished most of the existing tracks,
it took Brontc and Moletto before linking up with the Americons at Rondazzo.
Loter, formations coming under Genceral Leese's command took Taormina during the
third weck of Augusf, and entercd ifessina from the south afiter the Americons had
marched in from the north. :

General Tcese srrived in Egypt.in September, 1942; and commanded the 30th
Corps from the time of El Alomein until he took over commeond of the Eighth Army.
His Corps played a very big part in cur attack at E1 Alamein, when for 12 days
the Englishmen, Scotsmen, Austrolians, South Africons, New Zealanders and Indians
cormanded by him fought thejr woy forword, crushing furious counter-ottacks, There
followed the chase of the Axis armies ocross Africa, with the 30th Corps in
pursuit; to gain further lourels at Moreth, where it was porticularly hotly

engoged, in the grim bottle of Wodi iAkorit, ond in the opcrations ot Enfidavyllc,
B e o S S B
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The King has been plecased to approvec a rcéor.mendation of’ the Home
Secretary that lire Alfred Thompson Denning, K.C., be appointed Recorder
of Plymouth :m succession to lir, John Grahan Trapnell, K.C., who has
been appointed an Official refereccy

————— T e e . S o B W g - -
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TRLDING WITH THE ENEMY

ADDITIONS TO "BLACK LIST"

The Board of Trade announce that thcy have made a new Order which
comes into force on 21st February, containing changes in the "Black List"
of traders abroad with whom it is unlawful to have dealings of any
kind,

Copics of the Order =- the Trading with the Encemy (Specificd
pPersons) (Amendment) (Nos 2) Order, 1944 (S\R. & 04 1944 Noo 138) ==
will bc available, price 3d, through booksecllcrs or ncwsagents or direct
from H,1M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, 1,C.2, on 21st Fcbruary.

Pcrsons owing goncys to, or holding or managing ‘the property of :
specificd persons arc rceminded that they are undédr "atatutory obligation

to report particulars to the Custodians of Encmy Properdy.

BOARD OF TRADE




OFFIGIAL ADMIRALTY COMMUNIQUE

The. Board of’ Admiralty rcgret to announce that Hili. miincswecper
Clacton (icting Licutenant Commander L.Sé Shaw D.S.€., ReDey L% e
" has been lost. : ! '

The next of kin of casualtics have becn informed,
+ + 4+ %+ +
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ATR MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF HOME SECURITY COMMUNIQUE

. Adr Ministry No. 12981

During dayligi’rt today there has been nothing to report.

It is now known that two furthcr enemy aircraft werc destroycd
on the night of Pcbruary 13/1lh. This mokes o total of eight .encmy
aircraft destroyed in raids on this country during that night.

- o o k. ot
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GERMANS STILL ATTACKING

By Vaughan Thomas Representing the Combincd British Press and Radio

With the fifth Army in Italy
February, 18.

There is no let=up in the fury of the German attack on the beachhcad.
It continued this morning and savage fighting is now toking placc in thd.aréa
cf the main Anzio-Albano roads The cnemy is occepting all losscs in an cffort
to continue his attack and is supporting it with hcavy artillery concentrations

d tanks,

Yesterday our air intervencd in thce battle with the heavicst close support
we havc yet seen hecre,

Today is cloudy and hcavy rain foli in the nights

Some units have been engaged in continqous fighting sincc the German attack
was rcencwed. Therc is no doubt that this is a rcal all-out attack but. our men
arc resisting bitterly, The squarc milc of battlc = torn ploughland was a
blazing hell of shell firc this morning and our tanks and the German infantry
fought a furious battle.

His main tank forccs arc probably not yet committed but an armourcd clash
cannot now bc far away. ‘

The enemy is kceping up the intensity of his air attacks with all - night
rﬁdsontmzpmizmdtM:Mmﬁc%memmgesMﬂhm& :

+ 4+ + o+ o+ o+
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A BATTLE CAUIDRON

BY NORMAN CLARK REPRESENTING THE COMBINED BRITISH PRESS

With the 5th Army in Italy,

Anzio'Bridgehead Thursday night.

To peer today asross the rolling open country of wet, brown farmlands dotted
with the red roofed white settlements was to look into a cauldron of battle.

Never before, I suppose, have I seen anything so closely comparing with
imaginings of battle scenes on the screen or in an illustrated paper impressions All
arms were locked in a crowded chaotic s3ene., Tanks were burning, guns were raising
ocurtains of dust and smdges of smoke where shells landed to smother a positione

Into this from time to time flew the bombers and everybody's -preoccupation for
the moment was with the action in the air, Flying Fortresses have been followed by
Marauders and Bostons at short intervalss No sooner have the pockmarks in the sky
from the enemy!s flak disappeared than a barrage which must be the heaviest ever in
Italy has gone up again.

We have seen planes on both sides hit, and, in flames, wing leaving fuselage,
 twirl and dive to the ground, Parachutes have blossomed in the sky = I aaw as many as
three swinging to earth at one time and, at the same time a launch cutting through the

sea to the rescue of another that sail-like on the horizon was supporting another
airman,

The bombs we have dropped have started big fires in the cnemy lines and black oily
smokeé has drifted over our lines.

Through all the noise of battle one's eyes have picked up again and again ambulances,
Red Cross against the white, Jol?ing over the shell-craters in the long straight road. '
The rest of the close fighting one had to imagine, You cannot get near enough té-day
to see it, but you can hear the short, sharp spatter of machine-guns somewhere in

the wet fieldé.

B i o i e e e
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