
30 Bury Walk, 

LONDO S.\1 . 3. 

20th October, 19 R. 

Dear Profes s or Brice, 

Thank you your very pleasantan letter. 

"Ba is" is a difficul t word to use , in that i one extends i , 
it can over quite easily many dif' f r nt aspects of the a.me o roblem t he 
nature of the people o Crete It could be an extremely ifficult question 
of yours o an wer fu ly, f or the puzzle would be where to begin and vhere to 
end, what to 11t in and what to leave out as too d tailed. 

The imp est answer is t o pose you the following general considerations, 
and ask is the pict re drawn of the elution entirely unacceptable o yo 
mind ? 

You know the present diffic,Jties of Aegean studies that o e has
these very simi cu 1 tures of rete and the ma.inland ce t res so like t at the 
t eo y used t o be the mainland centre ere he result of a co oniz· g rete . 

ou have in Crete a pe e with a tra · ht c tura.l hi tory ack to around 
1900 B.~., and with a not very observa.blP brea~ eti.vee 500 and 14-50 B.a. when 
the ma.inland neop e took ove one centre in Kno sos after, it i thought the 
volcanic exr o io a Thera. dept ~charged the Minoan a,tocracy o t of existence. 
Then followed the floria.+ion of ,}l cen1:1ean s premacy ended y the harrowing of 
the Dorians. }~inoans ann A'ycena.eans h9..ve every a.rpea an e of a familial 
culture, in script, ress, building habits, deities, aes thetic t stes, yet w·th 
the natural var;ations of two separate c n tre. re examination of ·near 
has ed to the conclusion that the mainla ders were early reeks, ani that 
T inPa,... was an a.dartation to the Gree~ lang age of in"'ar A wh · ch was used for 
the exp ess ion of thP unknown } inoan t gue . DPspi te the · r resemblance, 
Linear A cannot be r ad from T inear to fnrm i s patterns; a a in the midst of 
t his graphic ptzzle is the hybrid Ph.a.is os disc, the hybrid nkomi scrip fond 
in a .ycenaean centre, the yet uncodified hiero l lt!)hi c seals of Crete wh · ch a so 
differ from the linear script in their ovm respects and the classical ypriot 
script wh · ch bears likeness to them all arid has given a reading syllabically 
rendered of Greek but also of what mi ht be called a "Iangua o X" . One even 
gets a puzzle ike he interestin~ Am~thus ' bi- ·n a ' whic is in the Helleni 
a phabet and the o d script, an,i is no more ilin a l t an t his letter in the • 
sense of ro ton~es beini u ed, or Mr ha.dwic obl . p:ingly rerrlere it f r me lfl r 
in the Gree of the. He eni inscrintion an then the early Gree of the syl bic 
part! 

The resu t of thi s that the connnonsense of tho e who see the strong 
cultural links be ween the island arrl the mainland, the lack of di tinction 
betreen the best artistic p oduct of each culture, the puzzz ing re +ionshin 
of . . tb f' 

2
e ean scrip; s, ca.nn t rea l y swt11 allow he G-reeks in Knossos an:i the 

·11 !!II I' ~ 
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mainlarrl and an e ti y a en Uno n p onle; an:l refer Sir Arthur Evans ' 
v · ew of an o d and ' nkno peonle, w; th an nknown scr · p and an unknown 
tongue . On the othi=:r hand the adherents of the inear ree -speaking 
oeople cannot ae v thP validit of hP facts ezrer i ng from the ablets so far as 
they have been deciphered, but try to ' le alize ' their position by emphasis ' g 
the somewht:lt minu e differe~ces between the peon es, he lack of correspondence 
in reading be wee Linea B and the nkomi script, and oop larly relegate the 
Phais os Di c to as far a geographic region a oossi e. If -e could locate 
the inear A people as eme ging rCll'l In ia, if '30me ink rou d e fOI.. nd to there, 
they wou d be extremely happy, fort e resp,9ctabi ity of their posit' on de n:ls 
on their se erin the connection with }.,~inos as far a possib e, and add: c · n a 
Lan@'.Uage X for an centre where a script eroor es which cannot g ·ve the 

inear B pattern. There are certa · n prou s in Linear A 'Vhich are I inear B in 
pattern, and t~is has led to some conclusion y st dents that there may possib y 
be two languages in Linear which co ld form a respecta e 1 · k with My enae 
without hOI ever a te ing the position of the Minoans as a foreipn peop e; ther0 
is a German st1 dent of the disc who i ~ busy tracing ra idian-r..re k ratterns ·n 
thP Phaistos isc am I ex-pect you are aware of Tt . anm ' s anscrit patterns . 

y basic position simpl · s to P'O back to the rea break that occu 
~n C et aro d 19CO B.C. and to say that, aereeine wi the stated academi 
position that the early ~r eks entered the ed ' terranean ·n the second 
millen,i m hey are the !'Pop e who t hen sett ed in re e, overr · ding the 
or1g1 eolithic sett .er'3. hy indeeds ou a they not? thPre wa a large 
emoty ad van a__,eously nlaced isla d, wi tn the Teo i ths not too t hick on the 
grounn ;t w u d seem more odd t t the ould not sett e there than that 
they shou d ta e ad van age o.P the u o it · on. I say the b o g t with them, if 
not in e istence al eady the idea certainly of th~ h ' ero lyph'c cript whic 
mo t probab y was the parent-st"o'c'k of I inear A and B and th _ iot scripts 
anc1 was exporte early from he · land. The d'f er., ces in t re scrips ar ·se 
from their s ea 1ent evolu io ind 'f erent centres, a.nrl. from the differ 0 nt 
anoroaches to tre centra concept th t · s inheren ·n eac? original h'er glp . 
For one in~tance of thi vo " o" · · near · s tf ,;/'_ inear A and he 
P aisto disc it is res ect · vely @ @ , a d in the Enko~i script •,: • In 
eac case, it epresents the same object, a s hield; but the Mycenaean pie ure 
represents the prof ile v· ew of their lone; rec an la - shield or in scrre variants 
of the p icture the sa.rre view of the figure - o~- eight shield) with thP arm- hog 
s owed as a flick-stroke, while the Minoan pict re rer:,resents a round s ie d 
h i h was orobably their yoe, a d th.P nkomi n i ture is the pared-down 

sreedwritin3 orm of the I inear A ict re . Again, tre concept behind the 
so " ia" i feminine t}}at is, in the Pha·stos disc fo the sound there is 
sed a picture of a sheepskin hide, w ic I related to thf> robe worn by the 

fem e hi rophant on the arc0phagus; in Linear A an B it is the s :imp e 
robe sign f;l in the :Enkomi scr ' pt it i either pared down to O or e , 
becau e the En omi crip id no use circ l ar forms, it i he feminine circle 
expresse a a quare; in the cl.as i 1 script, the form ha e ome 00 mich 
i eith r a dee~}18ration of thP oriei na square form, or it is an e pre~sion of 
the original~ ~ pt behind the sign. One can tra a number of thP e historie 
and I have done so in onP o.P m paper o i lustrate a oo.rtic lar sec on · but 
SI; ,us : · :s • ' 



(P ·ofes.,or Brice) 
- 3 -

(2oth O tobAr 9 8 

the r e <il prob em remain to relate bac the ine r and other !'Jcript to the 
hieroglyphic f'orms, for a child en are like and et differ from th ir i::a e .ts, 

o do the e crip s differ from the hie oglyphi s ript, and a great deal of 
edification is necessary a the hie og yphic seals po e much lar er n ITIDe 

of sign and one will have to assess the element p yed by determinB.tive. 

The r ot~ of t e s enti 1 G eek s c earl' in Crete o s not 
en · re lv e limina +e another factor to af feet the mainla..'rld cent and other 
islands , and that is, if a peopl e rune early along ne route , of tfl"'ir 
people were b to follow af'ter a a later da e by the ame ro te; and the 

on~ept of differe t rav following each other, end.in~ in the last an::l most 
vigoro s •,air , the orians, am. bringing with them their ling isti ariations 
arrl ideas, cannot be left out of ig t. ut generally, s_ eakin[:, I would 
a that he hi tory o ,re e arrl .ye n8! 1vh.ich. · so much in i ute , o b 
reconciled q ite e sil y if one acce t that when Kno s occu_i , on 
~reP~- s

4
eaking p ople vaJJr.ed in on another Greek-speakinc peep e ,- a not unknown 

fa to in la+er Greek hist ry. I .. i 1 not adduce the c 1- known H mer eference 
ich is ed y the L · ear B adhere t in s p!)O t o their La11guB ge X for thf' 

M · noan , if yo want m;:,r vie , I ro n i aer he was ~ inly referring to di e ts 
of the same lan

0 
a e , j st as e ref'er to the cots ton0 e, rreaninr; the ts 

CJ tapin, nro nnciation and va·iPt" of English, and the only tru y foreigi. element 
migh havP bee n v•hat was lef of he oriuinal 0retan Pol 'ths. Homer in 
referring to Achaeans, am indeed to rr oj , dra:v a pict One orld, rent 
only y he familiar inter-4!""'ek ,Jarrels, but o h€" ..-ise at one le el in 
underatan ing and cu t re. HP make!'! no efere c-e to the retans in any way as 
foroig , nor ref rs to a lang age X mich t have been pre ty ,vides e d eno gh 
to have dP erved mention, and yet n· his simply al') ent by its il.o ce. 

i ten proto-Ho~r is JllUr"h earlier than peep P normally tit. 

/ith tl-JA ,..Ppt then of one cngue unde l yi g the · e ogl hi eals , 
Linear A, the Phaisto Disc , Li ear B, the En o i script and he later yp · ot 
cript , h<> task of reading th.eM i ch simp · fied. It e ns epara. te 

e of e min3.t ' o of ea.ch s r ·pt b ana ysi anti o . ervation, and a j dicious 
likeness only after ons:tl eratio:n of all ot e-r factor has been made, for 
sign i ea sc ipt is nol g arantee · t ill re~rese t he same ou d , i ma 

· ire 

p esent a diff ,rent conc-ept or ord. t there do appear to be a group of 
constants , that is, sin and sound remain i dentical t h ugh all the ript; 
and then e 9rh linear script 113s its own idiosyn ratic class , ~ A third ca s 
of si6n that is ob erved after that is the one •••••it to be ca e 1 ri th, 
for it is the cl.a s of signs that are ike in ppea ce and if'fer"nt in o nd. 

H ever, there are t ro ot Pr aspPct that ender dPc-ipherment of the 
te ts difficult, e clu ive of their small "b , ana that i he ab reviating rule 
sed by the lerks in ach cent e · n what s nearer a shortl-ianl than a 

speeo i tine system. The rules re ot necessarily th e same, nor are they y 
fo all he scr · p , ar.d hey nee to be ant 'cipat d. The ecorrl 

conoideration i hese scripts rvere written from so ~ onl , e clerks never 
had an alphabetic pit re o a ord before them a e do. It is iffi lt for 
pe p e t a· d in he alphabet, phi 0102: nd the · s al p to return 
entirely to he ura concept, to nder and 

"':" ., .. 
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a lang a e picture in ich the only pie re onP ever had of the phonerres 
i an abbrevia ed . , llabic pattern ,ri th thf' e,r..r>has · on the con onantal 

,1Pn e and the vm e of secondary importance, where l angua e as 7.t'itten 
it sounde , not as a his orical pie re. Mi s en e ' s paper tha. t you 

· h yours was a graphic ills ration of thi diffi lty in he academic 
mind. It . eally is the mb line b nck for the fwholar; he is reall too 
well-e "pped he ta k, arrl nless he can ma ge to disca these attainrren s 

clP.r 
in the 

0 

k of un:lerstanding the trainin am me tal app each f he 
these te t , he :vi 1 fin · t very ha to eak the> s one 

This is he ba i 
the las 

been formed y my p actica k in the 
I •.rrite you a notP. on it i yo li , 

refe ence o foot otes or there 
are none, it ractice carried o t; co11la incl e cha.racte 
spans, ho ever , as Profes. or nne t liked that sec · on of my third naper on 
the Ph istos disc and cges ed ~ ~II'ite i p with another sectio he like into 
a epa ate pa!.)e , I pas e thi over because t e pa!)er is a · ty and hP. 
wished to c t down the phone-tics to a min · 'lhic"'. ma.de it even more di icult. 

I ho, ld be q i te happy, however , if I were j g en ree om 
he value of the ound for eacl-i pict re wi tho f rthe r e "' na t · on a 

his ,_ 1d not be neces ary, b t it wo, d be Pce sa y o make clear the val 
ylJabicall h"' d thro chout the s r·pts int he se ected in t ces. B is is 

onl a ueee tion. However , I will SAnd yo nc,P separate over nhotocopies 
of the sheets Professor Bennett le te , and you can see hat I , as aimin 
at, i yo, ike. 

I had better o h~re a it i gettin ather extended. I hope it 
answer your question. 

1.'rith kind re ard , 

Yo rs sincere y, 

eatrice ~ ynn. 
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