30 Bury Walk,
LONDON S.W.3.

20th October, 1968.

Dear Professor Brice,
Thank you fer your very pleasant letter.

"Bagis" is a difficult word to use, in that if one extends it,
it can cover quite easily many different aspects of the same problem - the
nature of the people of €rete. It could be an extremely difficult question
of yours-té answer fully, for the puzzle would be where to begin and where to
end, what to put in and what to leave out as too detailed.

The gimplest answer is to pose you the following general considerations,
and ask,is the picture drawn of the solution entirely unacceptable to your
mind 2

You know the present difficulties of Aegean studies - that one has
these very similar cultures of Crete and the mainland centres, so like that the
theory used to be the mainland centres were the result of a colonizing Crete.

You have in Crete a people with a straight cultural history back to around

1900 B.C., and with a not very observable break between 1500 and 1450 B.C. when
the mainland people took over one centre in Knossos after, it is thought, the
volcanic explosion at Thera depth=charged the Minoan antocracy out of existence.
Then followed the floriation of,Mycensean supremacy ended by the harrowing of

the Dorians. Minoans and Mycenaeans have every appearance of a familial
culture, in script, dress, building habits, deities, aesthetic tastes, yet with
the natural variations of two separate centres. The examination of Linear B
has led to the conclusion that the mainlanders were early Greeks, and that
Tinear B was an adaptation to the Greek language of Linear A which was used for
the expression of the unknown Minoan tongue. Despite their resemblance,
Linear A cannot be read from Linear B to form its patterns; and in the midst of
this graphic puzzle is the hybrid Phaistos dise, the hybrid Enkomi script found
in a Mycenaean centre, the vet uncodified hieroglyphic seals of Crete which also
differ from the linear scripts in their own respects, and the classical Cypriot
script which bears likeness to them all and has given a reading syllabically
rendered of Greek but also of what might be called a "Language X". One even
gets a puzzle like the interesting Amathus 'bi-lingual' which is in the Hellenic
alphabet and the 0ld script, and is no more bilingual than this letter in the .
sense of two tongues being used, for Mr Chadwick obligingly rendered it for me lfsf'
in t?e Greek of the Hellenic inscription and then the early Greek of the syllabic
vart.

The result of this is that the commonsense of those who see the strong
cultural links between the island and the mainland, the lack of distinction
between the best artistic products of each culture, the puzzzling relationship
of,tse Aegean script s, cannot really swgallow the Greeks in Knossos ard the
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mainlard, and an entirely alien Minoan people; and prefer Sir Arthur Evans'
view of an 0ld and unknown people, with an unknown script and an unknown

tongue. On the other hand, the adherents of the Linear B Greek-speaking

people cannot deny the validity of the facts emerging from the tablets sof ar as
they have been deciphered, but try to 'legalize' their position by emphasising
the somewhat minute differences between the peoples, the lack of correspondence
in reading between Linear B and the Enkomi script, and popularly relegate the
Phaistos Disc to as far a geographic region as possible. If they could locate
the Linear A people as emerging from India, if some link could be found to there,
they would be extremely happy, for the respectability of their position depends
on their sewering the connection with Minos as far as possible, and adducing a
Language X for any centre where a like script emerges which cannot give the
Linear B pattern. There are certain groups in Linear A which are Linear B in
pattern, and this has led to some conclusion by students that there may possibly
be two languages in Linear A which could form a respectable link with Mycenae
without however altering the position of the Minoans as a foreign people; there
is a German student of the disc who is busy tracing Dravidian-Greek patterns in
the Phaistos disc, and I expect you are aware of R. Kamm's Sanscrit patterns.

My basic position simply is to go back to the real break that occurred
in Crete around 1900 B.C. and to say that, agreeing with the stated academic
position that the early Greeks entered the Mediterranean in the second
millenium B.C., they are the people who then settled in Crete, overriding the
original Neolithic settlers. Why indeed should they not? - there was a large
empty advantageously placed island, with the Neoliths not too thick on the
ground = it would ssem more odd that they should not settle there than that
they should take advantage of the position. I say they brought ‘with them, if
not in existence already, the idea certainly of the hieroglyphic script which
most probably was the parent-stock of Iinear A and B and the Cypriot scripts,
and was exported early from the island. The differences in the scripts arise
from their subsequent evolution in different centres, and from the different
approaches to tle central concept that is inherent in each original hieroglph.
For one instance of this, vowel "o" in Linear B is Ilnear A and the
Phaistos disc it is respectively@ @ , and in the Enkom1 script % » In
each case, it represents the same object, a shield; but the Mycenaean picture
represents the profile view of their long rectangnlap shield (or in some variants
of the picture the same view of the figure-of-eight shield) with the arm-thong
showed as a flick-stroke, while the Minoan picture represents a round shield
which was probably their type, and the Enkomi picture is the pared-down
speedwriting form of the Linear A picture. Again, tle concept behind the
sound "ia" is feminine, that is, in the Phaistos disc for the sound there is
used a picture of a sheepskin hide, which I related to the robe worn by the
female hierophant on the HT sarcophagus; in Linear A and B it is the simple
robe sign a s in the Enkomi script it is either pared down to B or else,
because the Enkomi script did not use circular forms, it is the feminine circle
expressed as a square; in the classical script, the form has become OO which
is either a de reneration of the orlgmal square form, or it is an expression of
the originall¥oNdept behind the sign. One can trace a number of these histories
and I have done so in one of my papers to illustrate a particular section; but
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the real problem remains to relate back the linear and other scripts to the
hieroglyphic forms, for as children are like and yet differ from their parents,
so do these gcripts differ from the hieroglyphic script, and a great deal of
codification is necessary as the hieroglyphic seals possess a much larger nunber
of signs and one will have to assess the element played by determinatives.

The rooting of the essential GCreek stock early in Crete does not
entirely eliminate another factor to affect the mainland centees and other
islands, and that is, if a people came early along one route, others of their
people were bound to follow after at a later date by the same route; and the
concept of different waves following each other, ending in the last arnd most
vigorous wave, the Dorians, and bringing with them their linguistic variations
and ideas, cannot be left out of sight. But generally, speaking, I would
asset that the history of Crete and Mycena® which is so much in dispute, could be
reconciled quite easily if one accepts that when Knossos was occupied, one
Greek-speaking people walked in on another Greek-speaking people,- a not unknown
factor in later Greek history. I will not adduce the well-known Homer reference
which is used by the Linear B adherents in support of their Language X for the
Minoans, but if you want my view, I consider he was meinlyr eferring to dialects
of the same language, just as we refer to the Scots tongue, meaning the Scots
shaping, pronunciation and variety of English, and the only truly foreign element
might have been what was left of the original Cretan Neoliths., Homer in
referring to Achaeans, and indeed to Trojans, draws a picture of One World, rent
only by the familiar inter-Greek quarrels, but otherwise at one level in
understanding and culture. He makes no reference to the Cretans in any way as
foreign, nor refers to a language X which must have been pretty widespread enough
to have deserved mention, and yet which is simply absent by its silence. And
written proto-Homer is much earlier than people normally put it.

With the ® ncept then of one tongue underlying the hieroglyphic seals,
Linear A, the Phaistos Disc, Linear B, the Enkomi script and the later Cypriot
scripts, the task of reading them is much simplified. It means separate
examination of each script by analysis and observation, and a judicious use of
likeness only after consi# eration of all other factors has been made, for a like
sign in each script is nof guarantee it will represent the same sound, it may
present a different concept or word. But there do appear to be a group of
constants, that is, sign and sound remain identical through all the scripts;
and then each linear script has its own idiosyncratic classg The third class
of sign that is observed after that is the one Wl to be careful with,
for it is the class of signs that are like in appearance and different in sound.

However, there are two other aspects that render decipherment of the
texts difficult, exclusive of their small bulk, and that is the abbreviating rules
used by the clerks in each centre in what was nearer a shorthend than a
speedwriting system. The rules are not necessarily the same, nor are they fully
known for all the scripts, ard they need to be anticipated. The secord
consideration is that these scripts were written from soumd only, the clerks never
had an alphabetic picture of a word before them as we do. It is difficult for
people trained in the alphabet, philology and the visual picture, to return
entirely to the aural concept, to ynderstand

L A R
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a language picture in which the only picture one ever had of the phonemes

was in an abbreviated syllabic pattern with the emphasis on the consonantal
sequence and the vowels of secondary importance, where language was written

dovm as it sounded, not as a historical picture. Miss Henle's paper that you
sent me with yours was 2 graphic illustration of this difficulty in the academic
mind. It really is the stumbling block for the scholar; he is really too
well-equipped for the task, and unless he can manage to discard these attainments
for the primary task of understanding the training and mental approach of the
clerk who wrote down these texts, he will find it very hard to break the stones

in the quarry.

This is the basis which has been formed by my practical work in the
scripts over the last seven years. I could write you a note on it if you like,
but it would be quite rough, that is, without references or footnotes for there
are none, it arising from the practice carried out; I could include character
spans, however, as Professor Bennett liked that section of my third paper on
the Phaistos disc and suggested I write it up with another section he liked into
a separate paper, but I passed this over because the paper is a unity and he
wished to cut down the phonetics to 2 minimum which made it even more difficult.
W | chould be ouite happy, however, if T were just given freedom
to state the value of the sound for each picture, without further explanation,as
this would not be necessary, but it would be necessary to meke clear the value
syllabically held throughout the scripts in t he selected instances. But his is
only a suggestion. However, T will send you under separate cover photocopies
of the sheets Professor Bennett selected, and you can see what I was aiming
at, if you like,

I had better stop here as it is getting rather extended. I hope it
answers your question.
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Beatrice Gwymnn.
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