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Stories from Summer Vacation: Jeannette 

Vaught and Food-Industry-Animal 

Research in the Archive by American Studies 

Our next report comes from Ph. D. candidate Jeannette Vaught, who descr ibes a recent 

research trip to Ames, Iowa, to research towa State University's Special Co llection for mate ri als 

on food and animals. 

THE 
11111.L SILECllOll -

According to the archivists, I may be the only humanities researcher ever interested in this 

apparent crisis. 

Ea rly this summer I took my last major rese<irch trip to the low<i State University Speci<i l 

Collections in Ames. which houses m<issive collections of veterinary <ind <igricultur<il materi<ils 

sp<inning decades of sc ientific research, industry marketing, <i nd poli tic<il lobbying. Since my 

dissert<i tion accou nts for animals used both for sport and food, the 1susc provided the bulk of 

my food-industry -;inim;il rese<irch. Most of these col lections have gone largely untapped, 

judging by the amount of dust rising from many a box of documents. At one point, the 

<i rch ivists had a diffi cult time loc<iting o box from the Beef Improvement Feder<ition collect ion, 

;ind were extra perplexed by its absence since, well, no rese<ircher hod ever requested it 

before ' I capped off my 10 d<iys in the archives by swinging down to Des Moines fo r the 

;imazingly weird World Pork Expo, the major ;innual industry trade show. Whi le I wri te about 

c<ittle, not hogs, the Expo nevertheless showcased every det<i il th<i t goes into industriol me<it 

booths represented reproductive tech nologies r;ingi ng from individuol insemination techniques 

to patented genes; feed ing technologies from fo rtified corn products to methods of delive ri ng 

the food to the an ima l; man<igement technolog ies from gestation pens (excuse me, now they 

<i re coiled "individual maternity <i reas") to sl;iughter restr<i ints - the list goes on ;ind on. There 

was also the option of e<iti ng some fresh meat scraped from the proverbial whole (roasted) 

hog, cr<icklins included. Talking to industry people and hearing their takes on their role in 

Americ<i n food production was <is useful <is the bounty of prim<iry historic<il records I took 

home from the <i rchives. 

I took a break from library time to visit Iowa State's lovely Reiman Gardens, home to the 

largest Concrete Gnome in the World. 

The remainder of the summer will be spent turning th<it research into ch<ipters. I have <i 

handful more interviews to conduct with sport and industry veterin<iri<ins <it Texas A&M, but 

once those are completed, it's pretty much all writing from here on out. In other animal news, 

I'l l still be hang ing out with my horse, Da ll<is, <ind te<ich ing riding twice <i week, <ind <im 

<idopting <i greyhound to shore my <ip<i rtment with come July. 
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