
1Brnnklyu <ltnlltgt 
BEDFORD AVENUE AND AVENUE H 

BROOKLYN 10, N. Y. 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICAL LANGUA.GES JulY t, 1948 

Dear Pete, 

Proofs arrived to-day, and I emerged from copying Minoan long 
enough to realize I haven't answered your letter of the 23re. 

First, about the proofs though. I will bring them with me on 
Wednesday. As I figure it, you wouldn't get them earlier by mail 
~ anyway, if I sent them on Monday--and there are some things I 
must talk over with you before you go to work on them. 

Actually, the text can stand substantially as it is, but, alas, 
the figures can't. Do editors boil contributors in oil when they 
want to change figures? The point is this: one of the signs I 
use is wrong. I didn't know it myself till a month ago, when I dis­
covered that two variants which I had blithely assumed were the same 
sign, are two different signs, and, of course, I had drawn the wrong 
one\ That must be changed. It's a matter of a single sign, but 
I'll redraw~ figure. 

The other two changes are also because I know more than I did when 
I wrote the article. In the inflection list, I'd like to add another 
group. I've told half .a dozen people about it already, and used it 
on lantern slides in my lectures, so I'd like to protem.t my discovery 
as soon as possible. I think Sundwall may mention it in his article, 
as part of what he got in cor~espondence with me. Anyhow, another 
group is important, and should be made known as -soon as possible. 
If 1 add that group, I must also add the two interchanging signs to 
the next figure. 

I'm telling you about it now, so you can make up your mind about 
whether the changes are possible be~fire I see you. 

Also, could you check whether JHS lxvi (the part with Myres' 
article) has appeared? I can only do it by taking a trip to Columbia, 
and that is a matter of six hours or so I can't afford. I think not, 
since Myres± has said nothing, and I had a letter from him about two 
weeks ago. 

Your statement sounds fine. It hits the nail right on the head. 
Of course, the opinion of me is a little high, but aside from that, 
it's a clear and exact statement of the situation. 

I'm af·re.id I can't say the same for what I wrote before about 
forming a sort of society. What I meant was this: in order to get 
to work on the sign lists, establishment of text, and various other 
n ngs , -rt-d ave o ask th-e flp of the -other -suh<Yl-s:r-s -wo-rltlng in --­

the field. It would have to be done by letters inviting suggestions 
on specific points, which would then have to be sent out to others, 
for their opinion, etc. That would aLmost necessitate the formation 
of some sort of mutual aid society (not in capitals) with a dtstibution 
center at the Museum. The accepted suggestions would of course have to 
be credited to the- proper person or persons--therefore my idea. about 
Su 1 etc. Now, this can be done informally, by mp as a private individual, 
or formally, as part of the Center's work. (I do not mean the crediting, 
but the invitation to send suggestions). It isn't a matter of membership 



ut ~~ 

j 
in the Museum, really. Indeed, I rather contemplate the formation of ~ 

-~ a Minoan Society for the purpose. But there is a tie-up with the 
Museum, since. the services of the Center would be involved, if it is 
done as a Center project--and I rather think that is desirable. · 

~1 

i~ 
Now, suppose we start--as I am thinking of doing--by writing to ·- ~ 

a select list af about ten (Sundwall, Myres,_ Ktistopoulos, Grumach, ~; ~­
Bennett, Hrozny???, Ventris????, --well, I can't think of any others ~ - ~ 
now--maybe Bossert) and ask them to send suggestions for a more correct 
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j 

reading of the great "man" inscription (PM 686). They send them to ~ 
me, and at a specified date I correiate the returns, and send them 
out to those who answered, for further suggestions, based on the new 
ideas. The result--I hope--will be a fairly sound and agreed upon 
text for this very difficult and important inscription. That can thenf 
be published, with notes about who suggested what. 

Until SM II is out, we can only work with inscriptions for wb4oh 
photographs have been published, but after that, the job will be 
a large one, and I think it would be advisable to assign specific 
inscriptions to various scholars, who will do the correlating, edit 
the agreed upon text and publish it. Naturally, only a certain fractio 
of the inscriptions require such care, but there are, I should think, 
at least 100. I'm thinking far ahead when I ask« about the publication 
of these establish&d texts, but it is a problem which ha.s to be settle ~ 
some time. The most useful thing for scholarship would be to have ~ 
everything published in the same place, but it isn't essential. --- ~ 

The same thing is true of the sign-listT-more correctly, sign-list 
We can begin work on A immediately (indded, all the is required is a 
working-over o.f Carratel.li,... .and- perhapa. a _few ~endations r ,.and 
the same for Cypro-Minoan, but the others present terrible problems. 
We should also work out a real, reliable, accurate, list of Cypriote, 
and of a few other scripts. 

All this requires a geeat deal of mutual interchange of ideap, 
and must be done by correspondence. If Peruzzi goes on with his idea 
of a Minoan Annual, we can send h~ reports occasionally, but a great 
deal of what we do should be published, before tl~ Center makes it 
available to scholars in general. Otherwise--sooner or later, there 

· will be a scandal. I remember one such in the Linguistic Society, 
also because someone used unpublished material from a collection--

! i 
quite legitimately, as it happens--but some nut started a law suit. 

I don't know if I made myself any clearer. We need some kind 
i Of association (whether connected with the Museum or not) without dues 
4 (that is, fin4naial dues), strictly limited only to those actively 
~ working on the problem, and to those willing to contribute time and 
~ work for the mutual benefit of all. In other words, the sort of 
- int-ernational ass-oc±s:tion cr£· -s chrrla-rSJt we hear a "1.-ut -abou , but ha-rd 

1 ever see in practice. I f can only be successful if proper credit is ~ " 
given for work, and the publication angle is clear. xt:ta Its connecti 1: 

_with the Museum will be, in one sense, quite loose--but in another; 1~ . 
~ very close, since the Center will be its center. ~ ~ 
~ The more I write, the more muddled it gets. It reminds me of ~ ~ k. ~' 
j my high school principal, . who always explained something quite clearly · ~ ~~ 

~-~ the first time, then went on to elaborate, and muddled ever}lthing up. t . 
\ ~ The only difference is, I don't explain clearly the first time either. 

\ It certainly makes no difference to me whether I add CMLR to 
~~ Brooklyn College. Brooklyn College really never did anything ~or me ~ 

in a schola~ly way. Vfuatefer you think best. As for publications-- ~ , ~~ 
~ I've always x~ki~ worked on the theory that one good article a year i 
0..: plenty. Which reminds me another is about due. I have the idea., but r 

it will require Myres'permisslon. Title:. Enclitics in Linear Class b __ 
or something similar. Well, end of paper.. See you Wednesday. 

~ 
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