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Horns trade orange for pink

SG considers new speaker

Strippers bare all

By Madeeha Khursheed
Daily Texan Staff

Students may recall high 
school lunches consisting of 
pizza, hamburgers and french 
fries, but a U.S. senator may 
propose legislation in the com-
ing weeks that would drastical-
ly change lunch options to in-
clude more healthy options.

Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D-
Ark., plans to introduce legis-
lation that would force many 
schools throughout the coun-
try to remove unhealthy, caloric 
foods from cafeteria menus and 
vending machines and to re-
place them with healthy, more 
nutritious options. U.S. Secre-
tary of Agriculture Tom Vil-
sack announced at the National 
Press Club on Monday that any 
remaining vending machines in 
schools would have to be filled 
with a more nourishing variety 
of food in the near future. 

First lady Michelle Obama 
recently announced a campaign 
she is spearheading that aims at 
minimizing childhood obesity.

The underlying idea is that, if 
provided with only wholesome 
food choices, students will be 
more likely to opt for them, said 
Diane Tyler, UT clinical nursing 
professor and an expert in child 
obesity.

The problem of obesity in 
children and obesity in general 
is one of great concern for the 
public, Tyler said.

“Today, it’s pretty clear that 
in all but one state, obesity is 
greater than 15 percent, with 
the exception being Colorado,” 
she said. “Southern states have 
the highest rates of obesity.”

Although the healthier food 
choices for students will come 
at a significantly higher cost to 
the schools, many consider it 
to be a worthy trade-off, Tyler 
said.

“To some degree, it will be 
more expensive, but [they] 
don’t have much of an option,” 
Tyler said. “The cost is certain-

ly higher down the road, deal-
ing with complications of obesi-
ty and chronic health problems, 
which occur much earlier in 
children than they do in adults. 
The complications of not deal-
ing with it are much worse than 
the costs.”

At the college level, however, 
outright banning of any kind of 
food options may not produce 
the desired results, said Scott 
Meyer, associate director for the 
Division of Housing and Food 
Service.

“If somebody said you’re not 
going to be able to serve [junk 
food] because that’s the law, 
we’ll have a lot of upset cus-
tomers who will just go the 

Drag, get what they want and 
be happy,” Meyer said. “In 
the DHFS, we believe that col-
lege students should be able to 
make their own decisions. We 
have nutritional content on all 
our items, [and we] direct and 
guide the students and look to 
them to make choices.”

He said there has been no 
clear indication as to what food 
is considered “healthy” enough 
to be served by schools.

“Healthy might mean [some-
thing] different to everyone,” 
Meyer said. “For one person, 
lettuce might be healthy, while 
for another, barbecued ribs 

By Rachel Burkhart
Daily Texan Staff

Each University student who 
fails to complete the 2010 U.S. cen-
sus may cost Travis County about 
$1,500 per year.

UT students from the Student 
African American Brotherhood, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha and the 
Longhorn League of United Lat-
in American Citizens hosted the 
2010 Census Coalition Rally on 
Tuesday to raise awareness and 
encourage student participation 
in the 2010 census.

The rally featured games, litera-
ture on the 2010 census and speech-
es from Student Government Pres-
ident Liam O’Rourke and Dawn-
na Dukes, a member of the Texas 
House of Representatives.

The U.S. Constitution stipulates 
that a nationwide census be con-
ducted every 10 years. Participa-
tion in the census is federally man-
dated, but there is still a chance that 
some citizens will go uncounted. 
The federal government uses cen-
sus data to determine state fund-
ing and representation in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

A study conducted in 2001 by 
crisis-management and risk-as-
sessment consulting firm Price-
waterhouseCoopers found that 
the 2000 census underestimated 
the population of Travis Coun-
ty by 15,732 people. According to 
the study, this resulted in a loss of 
$235.98 million in federal fund-
ing usually given for communi-
ty development, housing, educa-

tion, transportation, social servic-
es, employment and other public 
initiatives.

“I tell people there’s 235 million 
reasons for you to fill out the cen-
sus when you get it,” Travis Coun-
ty Constable Bruce Elfant said. 

Elfant said Texas could get as 
many as four new seats in the 
House of Representatives, the 
most of any state in the nation, if 
the census shows there has been 
a population increase. One of the 
new districts might be located in 
Travis County, he said.

“Travis is the largest county in 
the country that doesn’t have its 
own congressional district,” Elfant 
said. “We’re large enough to have 
a member of Congress who pays a 
hundred percent attention to us.”

Dukes said the census is an im-
portant component in building 
stronger communities and ensur-
ing greater political representation 
for Texans.

“Texans like to think they’re big-
ger and better, and if we want to 
be bigger and better represented 
in Washington, we need to make 
sure that this census is complete 
and accurate,” she said. “Then 
we can be sure that we gain two, 
three, four seats in Washington.”

Students, undocumented resi-
dents and the homeless were the 
most underrepresented people in 
the last census, Elfant said. 

He said students, regardless of 
where they are originally from, 

County pays for incomplete census data

By Collin Eaton
Daily Texan Staff

It’s a small world, especially for 
UT alumnus Billy Ray Hunter Jr., 
principal trumpeter for the Metro-
politan Opera Orchestra in New 
York City.

Since 2004, Hunter, 35, has held 
the same position in the orchestra 
that his UT professor and mentor, 
Raymond Crisara, held in 1942.

Hunter spoke to students Tues-
day evening at Bates Recital Hall 
about his career in an interview-
style format with instrumental con-
ducting professor Jerry Junkin serv-
ing as the interviewer.

“Well, obviously he’s one of the 
world’s greatest trumpet players,” 
Junkin said. “There are many musi-
cians around the world who would 
tell you that the [Metropolitan Op-
era Orchestra] is perhaps the great-
est orchestra in the world.”

Before graduating from the But-
ler School of Music in 1997, Hunt-
er studied under Crisara, who is 
in UT’s Academy of Distinguished 
Teachers and was Hunter’s mentor.

When Hunter asked Crisara 

where he should go to graduate 
school, Crisara suggested The Juil-
liard School.

“He kind of steered me,” Hunt-
er said. “He knew the New York 
scene.”

Hunter earned his master’s at 
The Juilliard School in 1999 and 
then joined a three-year fellowship 
with the New World Symphony in 
Miami.

“[The symphony] is half train-
ing and half a professional orches-
tra, almost like a halfway house 
for musicians transitioning into the 
professional world,” Junkin said. 
“Those positions are very coveted. 
There are only four trumpets in the 
New World Symphony, so even 
getting [there] is a very, very diffi-
cult task.”

Hunter said after he won both 
the audition for principal trum-
peter as well as immediate tenure 
for the seat six years ago, there 
was tension between him and 
his fellow trumpeters because it 
is unusual for an outsider to gain  

INSIDE: Students kick off Lunar New Year celebration on page 5

Crouching lion, hidden dragon

Rene Huynh | Daily Texan Staff

Chemical engineering senior Quang Hoang and UT alumna Ana Aguilar perform a traditional lion dance with their fellow Texas 
Dragon/Lion Dance Team members. The organization has existed for 10 years.

Trumpeter follows 
mentor’s footsteps 
with principal spot

Rene Huynh | Daily Texan Staff

Austin NAACP President Nelson Linder speaks on the West Mall at the 
2010 Census Coalition Rally, which was organized by various groups.

Senator urges for healthier cafeteria options Organizations join to end 
budget cuts, rising tuition 

By Shabab Siddiqui
Daily Texan Staff

Multiple student and faculty 
groups on campus are developing 
plans for a rally to voice common 
concerns regarding controversial 
issues including budget cuts, the 
Cactus Cafe and tuition increase.

The Stop the Cuts Coalition, a 
group organizing against the bud-
get cuts and tuition hikes at the 
University, hosted a meeting Tues-
day afternoon to discuss a possi-
ble noontime rally March 4. 

“Our biggest concern is that giv-
en the current economic situation 
and how it’s managed, the people 
who it’s affecting have very little say 
on how to deal with it,” said Snehal 
Shingavi, an assistant English pro-
fessor and coalition member. 

Other UT student and facul-
ty organizations expressed inter-
est in supporting the coalition’s 
causes and participating in the 
proposed rally, including groups 
advocating for the Cactus Cafe 
and for domestic partner benefits. 

Talks of budget-slashing and 
tuition increases have dominated 
the first weeks of the semester.

On Jan. 15, Gov. Rick Perry’s 
office sent a letter asking all state 
agencies, including the UT Sys-
tem, to submit a plan preparing 
for a possible 5-percent reduction 
from the part of the budget that 
stems from state revenue. 

President William Powers Jr. 

asked all colleges and entities at 
the University to cut a recurring 2 
percent of their budget. The Tex-
as Union Board announced Jan. 
29 a decision to close the Cactus 
Cafe and end informal classes at a 
closed-door executive session fol-
lowing its first meeting of the se-
mester. 

Four days after the board’s an-
nouncement, Powers announced 
his decision to present the Tuition 
Policy Advisory Committee’s rec-
ommendations to the Board of Re-
gents at a Feb. 2 town hall meet-
ing. The committee’s December 
report recommended a 3.95-per-
cent increase in tuition over the 
next two years, resulting in about 
$240 more in tuition each semester 
for undergraduates. 

The student organizations pro-
posed to rally on March 4 to co-
incide with the Board of Regents 
meeting in Austin and the Nation-
al Day of Action to Defend Edu-
cation. The Regents will likely set 
the tuition rate for the next two 
years during the meeting.

The National Day of Action to 
Defend Education is an initiative 
started in California to rally stu-
dents, teachers, workers, parents 
and faculty together against tu-
ition increases, budget cuts and 
privatization of public higher-edu-
cation institutions. The movement 
has gained support from various 

New legislation 
could force pri-
mary schools to 
offer healthier 
options in caf-
eteria lines 
and vending 
machines to 
address high 
obesity rates 
and their  
associated  
problems.

Eric Ou 
Daily Texan Staff

Growing obesity rates
spur proposed changes
for school cafeterias
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COPYRIGHT
Copyright 2009 Texas Student 

Media. All articles, photographs 
and graphics, both in the print and 
online editions, are the property 
of Texas Student Media and may 
not be reproduced or republished 
in part or in whole without written 
permission.

THE DAILY TEXAN
Volume 110, Number 146 

25 cents

Main Telephone:
(512) 471-4591

Editor:
Jillian Sheridan
(512) 232-2212
editor@dailytexanonline.com

Managing Editor:
Ana McKenzie
(512) 232-2217
managingeditor@
dailytexanonline.com

News Office:
(512) 232-2207
news@dailytexanonline.com

Web Office:
(512) 471-8616
online@dailytexanonline.com

Life & Arts Office:
(512) 232-2209
lifeandarts@dailytexanonline.com

Photo Office:
(512) 471-8618
photo@dailytexanonline.com

Retail Advertising:
(512) 471-1865
joanw@mail.utexas.edu

Classified Advertising:
(512) 471-5244
classifieds@dailytexanonline.com

The Texan strives to present all infor-
mation fairly, accurately and complete-
ly. If we have made an error, let us know 
about it. Call (512) 232-2217 or e-mail  
managingeditor@dailytexanonline.com.

CONTACT US
Graffiti artist-trespassers
San Antonio Garage, 2420 San An-
tonio St.

Criminal Trespass Warning 
(3 counts): Three non-UT sub-
jects were found camping on the 
south side of the parking garage. 
One of the three subjects goes by 
a street name that matched that 
of recent graffiti markings in the 
area. All three subjects were is-
sued written criminal trespass 
warnings. Occurred on 02/09/10 
at 9:05 a.m.

Pants on the ground
University Teaching Center, 105 W. 
21st St.

Indecent Exposure: An un-
known subject was reported 
as sitting on a chair located in 
a third floor hallway with his 
pants down to his knees. The 
subject was engaged in an act of 
self-gratification. When the re-
porting person told the subject 
he needed to stop and to leave, 
the subject stated he was sorry 
and promptly left the area. The 
subject as described as a white 
male in his late 50s to early 60s, 
approximately 6’ tall with a thin 
build and wearing a plaid shirt 
and khaki pants. Occurred on 
02/08/10 at 3:33 p.m.

Dark mark appears
Walter Webb Hall, 2500 Guadal-
upe St.
Graffiti: Black paint was used 
to draw symbols on the east ex-
terior wall of the building. An 
unknown object was also used 
to scratch a word into an ex-
terior window located on the 
south side of the building. Re-
moval cost: $175.00. Discovered 
on 02/08/10 at 10:57 a.m.

When it knocks you down
2400 Guadalupe St.
Assist Outside Agency: A UT 
Police Officer assisted officers 

from the Austin Police Depart-
ment with an investigation of 
an assault. The victim, a UT 
staff member, advised she was 
“clotheslined” by a non-UT sub-
ject and fell to the ground. The 
subject was located and identi-
fied, and charges are pending. 
Occurred on 02/08/10 at ap-
proximately 8:50 a.m.

Lighting thief strikes
Central Receiving Building (Con-
struction Site), 2200 Comal St.

Theft / Criminal Mischief: A 
500- to 600-pound pallet of cop-
per wire was stolen from a first-
floor room. It was also discov-
ered that an unknown subject(s) 
cut a string of lights that were 
being used to illuminate a stair-
well located inside the build-
ing. Loss value: $1,500.00. Re-
pair cost: $100.00. Occurred be-
tween 02/06/10 at 3:30 p.m. and 
02/08/10 at 7 a.m. 

Don’t fence me in
1600 Manor Rd.
Theft: A Kawasaki MULE all-
terrain vehicle was stolen from 
a fenced-in construction site. 
Access to the area was obtained 
after the gate lock was cut from 
the gate.  Loss value: $6,000.00. 
Occurred between 02/06/10 
at 2 p.m. and 02/08/10 at 6:30 
a.m.

Failed hit-and-run attempt
2400 San Jacinto Blvd.
Leaving the Scene Collision: An 
unknown vehicle struck the rear 
of a silver 2005 Dodge two-door 
while the Dodge was parked on 
the west side of the street. The 
driver of the striking vehicle left 
the scene of the collision with-
out leaving driver information. 
Occurred between 02/07/10 at 
11:20 p.m. and 02/07/10 at 7:18 
a.m.

campus watch

college organizations across the 
country.

The coalition is currently in the 
process of becoming an official 
UT student organization. Several 
members of the group were pres-
ent at the Tuition Policy Advisory 
Committee forums held last month 
and at Powers’ town hall meeting 
last week, where they held signs 
each displaying their own person-
al student debt.

Nandini Dhar, a comparative 
literature graduate student, said 
she feels the budget is an attack 
on public education, and the ad-
ministration and regents should 
have taken greater input from 
students, faculty and staff before 
many budget-related decisions 
were made.

“It’s a question of having an af-
fordable public education,” Dhar 

said. “We are calling for a more 
democratic solution.”

Zach Bidner, a government se-
nior and part of a student move-
ment to save the Cactus Cafe, said 
the cafe’s supporters fully back the 
initiatives of the coalition.

“[The Cactus Cafe] is part of a 
University-wide cut,” Bidner said. 
“I think we can be involved in 
spreading the message of the cafe 
at a rally [by bringing] influential 
musicians and representatives.” 

Bidner said supporters of the 
Cactus Cafe will organize other 
events leading up to the March 
4 rally.

Senior radio-television-film 
lecturer Anne Lewis, a mem-
ber of the coalition and the Tex-
as State Employees Union, said 
many of the beliefs of the coali-
tion coincide with those of the 
employees union. 

“We care deeply about services 

to education, and we’re against tu-
ition increases,” Lewis said. “Our 
role is to organize the campus 
where people can come togeth-
er as a community in a way that’s 
meaningful for students, staff and 
faculty.”

Mathematics junior Mike 
Schwartz, a member of Join the Im-
pact, said his organization will take 
part in the rally to voice its mem-
bers’ concerns about University is-
sues. Join the Impact is a commu-
nity organization that advocates 
for domestic partner benefits and 
does so with campus groups such 
as Burnt Orange Benefits.

Schwartz said the rally would 
prove to be a good opportunity to 
unite several causes together.

“I think most students sup-
port equality and are for democ-
racy,” he said. “I think we want to 
strengthen the issues by bringing 
them up together.”

might be considered healthy.”

Students such as Marc Anthony 
Gonzalez, an electrical engineering 
senior and member of University 
Democrats, see the initiative as a 
positive effort to minimize obesity.

“If they really want [junk food], 
they can get it from somewhere 
else,” Gonzalez said. “They’re not 
banning it from the city, just mak-
ing it less available.”

Francisco Cruz, a business se-

nior and spokesman for College 
Republicans at Texas, shared a 
similar view.

“I can’t speak for my entire 
organization, but I personally 
think it’s a good idea — one that 
schools should have taken up a 
long time ago,” Cruz said. “I be-
lieve that it shouldn’t be a presi-
dent’s initiative but a family and 
public issue.”

must fill out the survey and not 
rely on their parents.

“The rule is that you fill out 
the form where your pillow is on 
April 1,” he said, referring to the 
date the census is due.

Melissa Macaya, journalism 
and Plan II junior and parlia-
mentarian and community-ser-
vice chair for Longhorn LULAC, 
said the rally would help im-
prove the accuracy of the count 
by promoting student and illegal 

immigrant participation.
Census data remains confi-

dential for 72 years and cannot 
be used to enforce immigration 
laws. The 10-question survey 
does not ask for any information 
regarding a worker’s documen-
tation, Macaya said.

The census forms will be dis-
tributed by mail in mid-March 
and are due by April 1. Census 
workers will visit those residenc-
es that fail to complete the census 
by the April 1 deadline and ad-
minister the surveys in person.

CUTS: Large support for rally

Eric Ou | Daily Texan Staff

The Stop the Cuts Coalition, a group of students and faculty members concerned budget cuts and pro-
posed tuition hikes, meets at Caffé Medici to discuss ways to voice its discontent. 

JUNK: Initiative ‘should be family issue’ CENSUS: Forms to be mailed 
in mid-March; due April 1
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Sri Lankan 
President 
Mahinda 

Rajapaksa 
celebrates 

during a 
rally for the 
presidential 

election in 
Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, 

on Jan.  23.   
Sri Lanka’s 

defeated 
presidential 

candidate, 
Sarath 

Fonseka, 
has been 

arrested and 
will be court-

martialed 
for allegedly 
planning to 

overthrow 
the govern-
ment while 

serving as 
the head of 

the army.

Eranga 
Jayawardena 

Associated Press

In this photo 
taken on Oct. 
14, Denver 
District 
Attorney 
Mitch 
Morrissey 
stands next 
to a model of 
DNA structure 
in his office 
in Denver.  
Morrissey says 
he’s solved the 
first crime in 
the U.S. using 
“familial DNA.”

Ed Andrieski 
Associated Press

President of Sri Lanka 
terminates parliament

Police debate family DNA 
use in identifying suspects 

By Fisnik Abrashi
The Associated Press

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Sri 
Lanka’s president dissolved par-
liament Tuesday to make way for 
spring elections a day after au-
thorities arrested a key opposi-
tion leader, crippling the only se-
rious threat to the ruling party’s 
stifling grip on power.

President Mahinda Rajapak-
sa’s decision follows his sweep-
ing victory at the polls last month 
over his former army chief Gen. 
Sarath Fonseka, who had defect-
ed to the opposition after help-
ing to end the country’s quarter-
century civil war. Fonseka was 
arrested by the military on Mon-
day on sedition charges.

Fonseka’s arrest will likely 
serve as a warning to others who 
might seek to challenge the rul-
ing party’s effort to cement its 
grip on power in the parliamen-
tary poll. Rajapaksa’s ruling co-
alition is hoping to secure a two-
thirds majority in the legislature, 
giving them virtually unfettered 
control of Sri Lanka.

One-time allies, Fonseka and 
Rajapaksa were both considered 
heroes by Sri Lanka’s Sinhalese 
majority for crushing the Tamil  

Tiger rebels, who were fighting for 
a homeland for minority Tamils. 
However, their relationship dete-
riorated after hostilities ended.

Fonseka was considered the op-
position’s best hope to unseat Ra-
japaksa, but the president secured 
the re-election in a landslide, ac-
cording to official results.

The opposition called Tuesday 
for countrywide protests while ac-
cusing the government of taking 
the country toward dictatorship.

Fonseka’s wife, Anoma, told re-
porters Tuesday that she has not 
been allowed to meet her husband 
or told where he is being held.

“He never wanted to topple 
the government, while he was in 
uniform. While he wore the uni-
form, he never talked about poli-
tics,” she said.

Not so, says government min-
ister Keheliya Rambukwella.

“He’s been plotting against the 
president while in the military ... 
with the idea of overthrowing the 
government,” Rambukwella said.

Military spokesman Maj. Gen. 
Prasad Samarasinghe denied that 
Fonseka has been cut off from 
family or friends. He did not say 
where Fonseka was being held.

The government heaped more 
accusations on Fonseka on Tues-
day. A statement said the for-
mer army chief’s reported call 
for anyone who committed war 
crimes during the conflict to be 
prosecuted showed he was “hell-
bent on betraying the gallant 
armed forces of Sri Lanka.”

The issue of whether the gov-
ernment troops, or their superi-
ors, will be prosecuted for war 
crimes is a sensitive subject in 
this country.

Human rights groups have ac-
cused the military, which was led 
by Fonseka at the time, of shell-
ing hospitals and civilian areas 
during the fighting, and the reb-
els of holding the local popula-
tion as human shields. More than 
7,000 civilians were killed in the 
final months of the fighting. 

By P. Solomon Banda
The Associated Press

DENVER — Police in at least 
two states are increasingly us-
ing a DNA crime-solving tech-
nique that some legal experts 
say amounts to guilt by associ-
ation: If your brother, father, un-
cle or son has been in trouble 
with the law and is in a DNA 
database because of it, you, too, 
could fall under suspicion.

The technique is known as 
a “familial DNA” search. In 
what is believed to be a prec-
edent-setting case, Denver po-
lice used it to help catch the 
burglar who left blood on a 
passenger seat when he broke 
a car window and stole $1.40 
in change.

The conventional way of us-
ing DNA to identify the per-
petrator of a crime is to gath-
er genetic material at the scene 
and run it through a database 
of criminals to see if it yields an 
exact match. But that approach 
isn’t helpful if the perpetrator is 
not in the database.

That is where a familial DNA 
search comes in. It entails look-
ing through the database for a 
near-match — that is, for a close 
male relative of the perpetra-
tor. Police can then use that in-
formation to zero in on whoev-
er committed the crime.

Critics complain the technique 
could subject innocent people to 
arrest or hours of interrogation.

“It makes absolutely no 
sense,” said Erin Murphy, a 
law professor at the Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley. “Oth-
er than the misfortune of hav-
ing a relative that has gotten in 
trouble, there’s no distinction in 
their likelihood of having com-
mitted a crime.”

California and Colorado are 
the only states to expressly allow 
authorities to conduct familial 

DNA searches of its statewide da-
tabases. Maryland has banned the 
practice.

In Denver, District Attorney 
Mitch Morrissey pushed for the 
familial DNA search in the 2008 
car break-in.

The blood did not match any-
one in the county’s DNA database 
of 1,700 convicted felons. So au-
thorities searched the database for 
a near-match and came up with 
the name of a convicted crimi-
nal. From there, investigators nar-
rowed their focus to the criminal’s 
brother, Luis Jaimes-Tinajeros.

Jaimes-Tinajeros was ultimate-
ly arrested and pleaded guilty last 
September after a second DNA 
sample — obtained by court order 
— determined the blood was his.

Jaimes-Tinajeros is believed 
to be the first person convict-
ed through this kind of database 
search in the U.S., Morrissey and 

other legal observers say.
Morrissey contends such 

searches are legal, and he has be-
come one of the nation’s leading 
proponents of the practice.

The use of familial DNA is not 
new to police work. It has been 
employed in high-profile cases in 
Britain for years, while police in 
the U.S. have used familial DNA 
from time to time in situations 
where they already had a suspect 
in mind and needed to confirm 
their suspicions.

The difference now is that U.S. 
authorities are conducting blind 
searches of databases for suspects 
unknown to police.

In California, officials require po-
lice to pursue all leads — witness-
es, fingerprints, photo lineups — 
before a familial DNA search can 
be done. Six searches have been 
conducted since October 2008 but 
have not turned up anything.
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Despite 
campaigning 
against “the 
secrecy that 
dominates 

government 
actions,” President 
Barack Obama ... 
has embraced the 
clandestine Bush 

status quo. 

Defending the empire

X-treme 
climate

By Calvin Sloan
Daily Texan Columnist

Last summer, Austin created an electric-
ity bill assistance program to deal with ex-
ceptionally high power bills related to 
extreme temperatures.

The city’s Web site has tips for keeping cool 
during the summer, reminding citizens that it 
can be helpful to submerge body parts in buck-
ets of water to prevent overheating.

When I moved here, an Austinite friend 
of mine warned me not to judge the city un-
til about October, when the weather can safely 
be considered tolerable. I’ve still spent a good 
part of the past few weeks wrapped in blan-
kets and howling about the cold to anyone who 
will listen.

Droughts and floods, hot and cold, air con-
ditioners and heaters working in the same day: 
Weather can get challenging in Austin and in 
many other places in the world. As someone 
who studies climate, I am usually very care-
ful to distinguish between weather and climate. 
Weather deals with short-term fluctuations 
while climate is a more fundamental character-
istic — often more stable and predictable.

Spring turning to summer is not an indica-
tor of climate change, and neither is our inabil-
ity to accurately predict daily weather patterns 
more than a few weeks ahead indicative of an 
inability to recognize a changing climate. That 
said, extreme weather represents an important 
chance to relate weather and climate change.

Talking about a potential 5-degree (Fahr-
enheit) increase in average global tempera-
ture from anthropogenic climate change might 
not sound that bad. Temperatures fluctuate by 
more than that on a daily — even hourly — ba-
sis. Many of the risks of climate change lie in 
the altered system characteristics that an in-
creased average temperature fosters: changing 
habitats, changing precipitation patterns, rising 
sea levels and the like. Often, projections sug-
gest that extremes will be exacerbated. Dry ar-
eas will likely get drier, wet areas wetter, hot ar-
eas hotter — and hot days hotter.

Adding 5 degrees to the temperature on days 
of extreme heat can be dangerous to living and 
engineered systems. The European heat wave 
of 2003 notoriously killed tens of thousands of 
people as a result of extreme temperatures, no-
tably from hyperthermia and fires.

Though humans, animals and plants are of-
ten surprisingly resilient in the face of stress-
es, single extreme events can prove deadly. We 
may be able to survive for weeks without food, 
but a few hours above a temperature thresh-
old will kill us. Crops subjected to a week or 
two of above-normal temperatures can die, and 
warm waters can destroy fish hatcheries. Much 
as small concentrations of greenhouse gases 
can create a large temperature effect, a small 
amount of exposure to extreme conditions can 
have disproportionate impacts on well-being.

Extreme temperatures also hurt our ability to 
protect ourselves. Across the world, large pow-
er plants have either shut down or come very 
close to shutting down because cooling wa-
ter was not cool enough during times of ex-
treme heat. This is particularly problemat-
ic because power for air conditioning and oth-
er services is especially needed during extreme 
temperature events.

Even when industrial cooling is not a prob-
lem, extreme temperatures can create demand 
for electricity that exceeds our ability to provide 
it, leading to blackouts that further exacerbate 
the problem.

Our development patterns can make us more 
vulnerable to extreme conditions. The world is 
becoming more urban, and the trend is expect-
ed to continue. For many characteristics, urban-
ization actually reduces human pressures on the 
environment by consolidating our footprint.

If not carefully planned, however, urbaniza-
tion can magnify the risk posed by extreme-
heat events. The urban heat island phenom-
enon, born of the tendency of buildings and 
paved surfaces to trap heat, is well-document-
ed. Many building materials are effective ther-
mal masses, retaining more heat than unde-
veloped regions, and waste heat from indus-
try and other processes can also be a factor in 
some areas. Green space and attentiveness to 
the heat reflectivity of roofs and paved surfac-
es can lessen the problem, but they must be 
actively incorporated.

Climate change poses major risks to habitats, 
human settlements and human activities, and it 
is a direct health threat in the case of extreme 
events. We may joke during cold periods that a 
5-degree boost to temperatures would make life 
a lot easier, but it’s sobering to realize that the 
same 5-degree boost might occur when we’re 
sitting with our feet in buckets of water during 
a summer power outage. Austin is no strang-
er to extreme weather, and we may soon have a 
lot more company as other cities learn what ex-
treme heat means.

Grubert is an energy and earth resources graduate student. 

According to professor Robert Jensen of 
the School of Journalism, “As long as the 
United States is an empire, government 
officials will try to keep the public in the 
dark about the nature of the empire.”

 Given the 865 military bases abroad, 
the euphemistic “Overseas Contingency 
Operations,” and the military strategy of 
“full-spectrum dominance” that the Unit-
ed States oversees, our country is without 
a doubt the global hegemon of the day. 
Given the us-versus-them framework that 
is propagated by our politicians and main-
stream media outlets alike to simplify, or 
outright falsify, the nature of our imperial 
ambitions, the powers that be are without 
a doubt attempting to keep the U.S. citi-
zenry out of the know. 

The most infamous tactic that gov-
ernments use to alter the public mind in 
their favor is propagan-
da. In America, where 
the synergy and con-
solidation of private in-
terests dominate both 
the medium and mes-
sage of information dis-
semination, the exis-
tence of propaganda is 
blatantly visible.

However,  the em-
pire has another pow-
erful, much less dis-
c u s s e d  t o o l  i n  i t s 
arsenal: censorship. 

Upon understanding 
that, as Jensen states, 
“Excessive secrecy is an 
intrinsic feature of the 
concentrations of pow-
er necessary to run an 
empire,” it should come 
as no surprise that the 
United States imple-
ments censorship tactics. In the 21st cen-
tury, one of the most controversial meth-
ods of free-speech suppression in Ameri-
ca has been the state secrets privilege.

Since the seminal case of United States 
v. Reynolds in 1953, the government has, 
in theory, invoked the state secrets privi-
lege in civil litigation to prevent the courts 
from disclosing information that might 
threaten national security. 

In the ruling, the Supreme Court pro-
claimed that the privilege “is not to 
be lightly invoked.” From 1953 until 
Sept. 11, 2001, the government upheld 
that recommendation.  

Yet with the onset of the “War on Ter-
ror,” the privilege was invoked 22 times 
between 2001 and 2005 (in comparison 
to the 55 times that it was put into effect 
during the 48 year span prior to 9/11). In-
stead of applying the privilege just for is-
sues of national security, the Bush ad-
ministration used the rule to cover its 
tracks, dismissing entire cases in response 
to accusations of criminal conduct in 
the government.

Take, for example, the case of Ed-
monds v. Department of Justice.  Al-

though you may not have heard of Sibel 
Edmonds, the plaintiff of the case, she 
was once described by the ACLU as “the 
most gagged person in the history of the 
United States.”  

Edmonds worked for the FBI as a trans-
lator and became a whistleblower after 
being fired for reporting misconduct in 
the agency. She is regarded by many to 
be a reputable source, having been pub-
licly backed by Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee members Pat Leahy, D-Vt., and 
Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, and appraised 
in a Department of Justice inspector gen-
eral report that asserted her allegations 
are “credible,” “serious,” and “warrant a 
thorough and careful review by the FBI.”

Despite such authoritative support – or 
most likely because of it – Sibel Edmonds 
was silenced. Attorney General John Ash-
croft invoked the state secrets privilege 
for her case and issued gag orders upon 
Edmonds, which rendered her mute. 

However, after years in obligatory si-
lence, Edmonds was fi-
nally allowed to pro-
vide a deposition un-
der oath in August 2009. 
This rare reversal offers 
us a glimpse of what the 
government might be 
trying to hide from the 
public eye through cen-
sorship practices like the 
state secrets privilege.

In the November issue 
of Pat Buchanan’s The 
American Conservative, 
Edmonds asserted that 
factions of the U.S. gov-
ernment continued re-
lations with the Muja-
hedeen throughout the 
1990s and beyond, that 
the U.S. bureaucratic 
system is plagued with 
foreign espionage and 
that factions of the U.S. 

government have been involved in drug-
trafficking schemes in Central Asia in 
recent years.

It’s little wonder that Daniel Ellsberg 
has proclaimed that Edmonds’ informa-
tion is “far more explosive than the Pen-
tagon Papers.” If committees with real 
subpoena power were established to in-
vestigate these crimes of apparent trea-
son, the political landscape could be 
seriously altered.

Yet, despite campaigning against the 
“secrecy that dominates government ac-
tions,” President Barack Obama and his 
administration have embraced the clan-
destine Bush status quo and continue to 
invoke the state secrets privilege. Public 
records lawsuits filed against the govern-
ment have actually increased in number 
since Obama took office last year. 

But, what else are we to expect? Re-
gardless of who is at the helm, the United 
States will rule as an empire. As George 
Orwell foresaw in “1984,” in a state of 
empire, where war is peace, ignorance 
is strength.

Sloan is a government senior. 

If the persistent controversy over the fu-
ture of the Cactus Cafe has taught us any-
thing, it’s that, at times, perhaps the UT com-
munity alone can’t be expected to call the 
University on its carelessness.

Two weeks ago, growing opposition to a 
plan that proposed closing the cafe to shore 
up funds in response to University budget-
ary shortfalls was met with muted curiosi-
ty on campus. 

Many current students — far removed 
from the cafe’s heydays of the 1980s, during 
which it established a name as a staple in the 
live music capital of the world — struggled 
to even recall that the cafe served as a musi-
cal venue, let alone that it has been deemed a 
storied touchstone of local Austin culture.

But in typical Austin fashion, music-lov-
ing residents —many of them UT alumni 
— from outside the University cried foul at 
the prospect of losing a musical landmark 
to forces unconcerned with the value of an 
artistic legacy. 

Organizing online and attracting local and 
national media attention, this small but vocal 
movement quickly hit a nerve with the pow-
ers governing the future of the cafe, which 
now appears likely to live on in some form.

It’s perhaps telling, then, that as student 
activists met on campus Monday night to 
move toward mobilizing a protest of a differ-
ent sort, only a handful of students attended 
to offer their support.

Admittedly, the issue at hand in the meet-
ing — support for the extension of benefits 
to domestic partners of UT employees — has 
been sidelined this year as Cactus Cafe news 
continues to dominate headlines and admin-
istrators face criticism for proposed budget 
cuts and tuition increases. 

But the issue is no less pertinent now as 
the University grapples with continued fi-
nancial difficulties.

President William Powers Jr. has com-
mitted the University to following through, 
amid bleak economic forecasts, with his 
long-term plan to boost academic quality at 
UT by prioritizing the recruitment and reten-
tion of top faculty. 

And yet Powers — who has previously af-
firmed his support for domestic partner ben-
efits — and his administration have shown 
little outward commitment to pressuring the 
Texas Legislature to reversing the legal re-
straints that unjustly ban legal recognition of 
gay unions for UT faculty and staff and hin-
der the University’s ability to offer top ac-
commodations to prospective gay faculty 
members and their partners.

The same community that has become so 
energized by the University’s audacity to 
shut down such a treasured establishment 
should also recognize that heavier issues 
with broader implications — domestic part-
ner benefits being just one of those — are at 
play as UT grapples with financial strains. 

And pressure from outside the Universi-
ty’s walls certainly doesn’t hurt the cause for 
those inside pushing for responsible man-
agement and accountability.

But we in the University community 
should realize, too, that in these fights, stu-
dents must lead the charge. 

Outside protest may yet narrowly save the 
Cactus Cafe, but only pressure from within 
can deter future irresponsible cuts and deci-
sion making from occurring on our watch.

— David Muto for the editorial board

For more 
than music

GALLERY
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By Ayesha Dadabhoy
Daily Texan Staff

A University professor and 
senior researcher was appoint-
ed to the board of directors of 
the Commission on Profession-
als in Science and Technology 
on Monday.

Lecia Barker, an associate pro-
fessor in the School of Informa-
tion, will work with the commis-
sion’s board to ensure that di-
verse populations’ needs are ad-
equately represented through the 
development of policies and pro-
grams. The commission, founded 
in 1953 in Washington, D.C., col-
lects and analyzes data concern-
ing the U.S. workforce in scientif-
ic and technological disciplines, 
promotes education and train-
ing programs and develops pol-
icies for scientific and technologi-
cal human resources.  

“I am honored and flattered to 
be working with such a presti-
gious group,” Barker said.

The commission aims to diver-
sify the academic, scientific, tech-
nological, engineering and math-
ematical workers and faculty in 
the United States by compiling 
statistics through varying proj-
ects, according to the commis-
sion’s Web site.

“I think that [the commis-
sion’s] mission is important for 
our nation’s future,” Barker said. 
“Not just the fact that they pro-
vide information but that they 
provide information about the 
total workforce and about un-
derrepresented groups in science 
and technology. If we’re going 
to have an innovative future, we 
need to increase the participation 
of women and minorities.”

Barker also works as a senior 
research scientist at the National 

Center for Women and Informa-
tion Technology. Through small-
er alliances and 
networks,  the 
center provides 
resources and 
initiatives to en-
courage women 
nationwide to be-
come involved in 
the information 
technology work-
force, according 
to the center ’s 
Web site. 

Barker  sa id 
diversifying in-
volvement in in-
formation technology is essen-

tial to her work with the cen-
ter and that data analysis will 

be of critical im-
portance to her 
w o r k  o n  t h e 
commission. 

“ We  w a n t 
people  to  be 
aware of wom-
en’s participa-
tion at all lev-
els,” she said. 
“We really need 
h i g h - q u a l i t y 
data, and it’s 
not always easy 
to [gather].”

Andrew Dil-
lon, dean of the School of Infor-

mation, said the commission’s 
board of directors informs pol-
icymakers about science and 
technology workforce needs to 
maximize U.S. competitiveness.

“Barker’s research and famil-
iarity with information technol-
ogy workforce issues will sup-
port the [commission’s] mission 
and the nation’s goals for build-
ing and sustaining a globally 
recognized, innovative and di-
verse scientific workforce,” Dil-
lon said. “Appointment to na-
tional boards such as [the com-
mission] is an important part of 
our mission as well as recogni-
tion of the talent we have here 
at UT.”

By Audrey White
Daily Texan Staff

Legislation that would alter the 
structure of Student Government 
and its meetings may not appear 
in March’s University-wide gen-
eral election as anticipated be-
cause representatives postponed 
the vote expected to take place 
Tuesday night.

Representatives spent more 
than an hour debating a pro-
posed constitutional amendment 
that would create a new SG posi-
tion for the speaker of the assem-
bly. The speaker would be chosen 
from the assembly, which is com-
posed of the 40 elected represen-
tatives, and be elected by the as-
sembly. 

The speaker’s main function 
would be to chair the assembly, 
a role currently held by the vice 
president, who is elected by the 
entire student body. The legisla-
tion’s proponents say the speak-
er would be more accountable to 
the assembly and make it a stron-
ger legislative body, while its crit-
ics are concerned the position 
would strip powers from the vice 
president and isolate the assem-

bly from students.
According to the election code, 

all items for the University-wide 
election must be approved at least 
two weeks in advance of the elec-
tion. Tuesday’s SG meeting was 
the last scheduled far enough in 
advance before the March 2 elec-
tion, so students will vote for 

the speaker position in a special 
election at a later date if it is ap-
proved, SG Communications Di-
rector Danielle Brown said.

SG Vice President Shara Ma 
shared concerns about the leg-
islation during her executive re-
port. Because she is the only cur-
rent SG member who has served 

as both a representative and the 
vice president, Ma said she felt it 
was her responsibility to address 
the assembly.

“There are reforms [to SG] that 
could be made, and I’m ready 
to talk about those,” she said. “I 
don’t believe the speaker will be 
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MBA graduate student Akshat Jasra enjoys a cup of coffee in front of the McCombs School of Business atrium on Tuesday afternoon. 

Lack of skilled trainers 
may cause health issues

Professor joins in development of need-based policy By Alex Geiser
Daily Texan Staff

The lack of qualified athlet-
ic trainers at the high-school lev-
el may lead to untreated concus-
sions, causing concern for some 
UT training experts.

Allen Hardin, co-director of ath-
letic training and sports medicine 
at UT, attended the House Judicia-
ry Committee’s forum on injuries 
in youth and college sports. The 

Feb. 1 forum focused primarily 
on the prevention and treatment 
of head injuries in football at the 
high-school level. Hardin served 
as a representative for the Nation-
al Athletic Trainers’ Association.

“More than half of Texas high 
schools don’t have athletic train-
ers,” he said. “[Concussions] 
are an epidemic, especially with 
kids.”

The Brain Injury Association of 
America estimates that up to 3.8 
million sports- and recreation-re-
lated concussions occur in the U.S. 
each year. A study by the Ameri-
can Academy of Neurology that 
examined 100 high schools across 
the country found that nearly 41 
percent of concussed athletes re-
turned to play too soon.

Congress first looked into the 
dangers of football after a Septem-
ber study commissioned by the 
National Football League report-
ed that cognitive diseases appear 
much more infrequently in former 

NFL players than among the na-
tional population.

The forum, the third since Oc-
tober, questioned how prepared 
parents and coaches are to handle 
head injuries.

Concussions, which are marked 
by numerous symptoms from 
moderate to critical — including 
confusion and loss of motor func-
tion — are by no means minor, 
said Brian Farr, director of the ath-
letic training education program 

at UT.
“It’s not like when you have a 

sprained ankle and you put ice on 
it,” Farr said.

He said the body is going to heal 
on its own, but the brain needs ex-
tra time, which is why athletes 
need to be removed from activity 
after suffering a hit to the head.

As for UT athletes, Farr said 
certified athletic trainers keep a 
close eye on athletes during prac-
tice and games and look out for 
warning signs of concussions.

His training-education program 
also teaches students how to rec-
ognize, manage and treat concus-
sions.

Problems arise when parents 
and coaches, particularly in high-
school sports, are the only moni-
tors of student athletes. To rem-
edy the situation, Farr said both 
parents and coaches should be ed-
ucated on the warning signs of a 

Deep in thought

By Hannah Jones 
Daily Texan Staff

Traditional red decorations 
and a mural of an elaborate Chi-
nese landscape filled the Texas 
Union Ballroom on Tuesday in 
honor of the Lunar New Year.

The Asian Culture Committee 
hosted the event, which was fund-
ed by the student activity fees al-
located to the 15 student groups of 
the Student Events Center. Audi-
ences filled the ballroom to observe 
performances by Hum A Cappella, 
Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team 
and Texas Wushu.

Hum A Cappella, a UT mu-
sic group that performs Indian 
and American songs, beat-boxed 
and sang a popular song by pop 
artist Rihanna a capella. Texas 
Dragon/Lion Dance Team, a UT- 
and community-based organiza-
tion, wore large costumes to em-
ulate lions while performing a 
traditional Chinese dance. Tex-
as Wushu members performed a 
Chinese martial arts routine with 
acrobatic jumps and punches.

Millie Chen, a co-chair of the 
event and exercise science junior, 
said the event allows students 
who cannot celebrate the New 
Year with their families to attend 
and partake in traditions at UT.

“There’s a pretty big [Asian] 
population here at UT, and a lot 
of students can’t celebrate away 
from home,” Chen said. “We are 
celebrating the Lunar New Year 
for each culture with a karaoke 
contest and six performances as 
well as a trivia game on stage 

with prizes.”
The Lunar New Year, also 

known as the Chinese New Year, 
is recognized by several differ-
ent Asian cultures, each with its 
own practices. Chen said typical-
ly during the New Year celebra-
tion, people practice customs — 
including cooking and eating tra-
ditional dishes — to help ensure 
the welfare of their families and 
luck in the new year.

Some attendees of the event said 
it served as a microcosm for cele-
brations across the world, includ-
ing in Houston’s Chinatown.

“This is just a little peak into 
our culture,” undeclared soph-
omore Jessica Tang said. “If we 
don’t continue what we have 
right now, we can lose touch with 
traditions and our culture.”

Volunteers, including event co-
chair Raymond Yang, wore shirts 
that said, “Break the stereotypes,” 
referring to stereotypes associated 
with the Asian community.

Yang said the University finan-
cially promotes groups like the 
committee to promote different 
cultures and celebrate their respec-
tive heritages. He said the goal of 
the event was to bring a multicul-
tural presence to campus.

“The Asian student commu-
nity is very united,” Yang said. 
“Some people have stereotypes 
about Asians, like they are only 
involved in a narrow academic 
field, but we’re trying to let peo-
ple know at this show that there 
are so many different talents 
brought here.”

SG speaker job cut from election

Chinese music, art
take over Union
for Lunar holiday

Kari Rosenfeld | Daily Texan Staff  

Lecia Barker, an associate professor at the University of Texas School of Information, was just appointed 
to the board of directors of the Commission on Professionals in Science and Technology. 

Rene Huynh | Daily Texan Staff  

Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team leader Nhan Nguyen glides in front of 
the crowd Tuesday evening in celebration of Lunar New Year. 

Student 
Government 
Liberal Arts 
Representative 
John Lawler 
shares details 
about the new 
bill, AB 15, that 
was presented 
at the Student 
Government 
meeting on 
Tuesday. 

Peyton McGee 
Daily Texan Staff

‘‘More than half of Texas high school don’t have 
athletic trainers.”

 — Allen Hardin, 
 Co-Director of Athletic Training  

and Sports Medicine 

‘‘I think that the 
commission’s mission 
is important for our 

nation’s future.”

 — Lecia  Baker

Associate Professor

HEAD  continues on page 6

BILL  continues on page 6
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‘Hold Up For Haiti’ relief event 
raises thousands in donations

The “Hold Up For Haiti” event 
organized by several University 
groups Saturday brought in more 
than $55,000 from donations, 
anonymous sources and a foun-
dation that matched the amount 
collected. 

The students raised $22,000 on 
street corners for earthquake vic-
tims in Haiti. When combined 
with the funds raised by Ameri-
can Red Cross donation boxes in 
several sorority houses, as well as 
$4,000 from anonymous donors, 
the total reached about $27,000. 
The Entrepreneurs Foundation 
of Central Texas agreed to match 
the amount raised, which brought 
the final total to a little more than 
$55,000.   

“Our initial goal was $30,000 
after the match,” said Reilly Mil-
ton, president of Texas Round Ta-
ble, the organization that host-
ed the event. “But the generosi-
ty of the Austin community was 
amazing.” 

—Destinee Hodge

By Michael Graczyk
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Sheila Jackson 
Lee’s appearance at Michael Jack-
son’s funeral in Los Angeles last 
summer helped convince a three-
term Houston city councilman 
to give the ubiquitous congress-
woman her first credible re-elec-
tion challenge since she won her 
seat 16 years ago.

“To say the least, the ques-
tion ‘Why?’ came to mind,” says 
Jarvis Johnson, who hopes to 
end Jackson Lee’s tenure in Tex-
as’ 18th Congressional District by 
winning the March 2 Democratic 
primary. “Why are you there?”

Jackson Lee makes no apolo-
gies for taking the stage at Staples 
Center to exhibit a large framed 
congressional resolution honor-
ing the dead pop star as a “world 
humanitarian.” The resolution is 
stalled in Congress.

“It’s a wonderful resolution,” 
she says, even if such activities 
go beyond the scope of represent-
ing central Houston. “I don’t shy 
away from it and never will.”

No one ever could accuse Jack-
son Lee, 60, of being shy. Even her 
supporters joke about her frequent 
speeches, broadcast on C-SPAN, 
to an empty House chamber. Her 
efforts to nab just the right seat at 

high-profile events to maximize 
on-camera time are legendary.

Johnson sees her antics as style 
over substance and illustrative of 
what’s wrong with the way Jack-
son Lee does her job in a solidly 
Democratic district where win-
ning the party primary guaran-
tees victory in November.

“At the end of the day, people 
say you need to take care of your 
district, and being in California 
is not taking care of your dis-
trict,” he said. “We have a mul-
titude of issues right here — un-
employment, dropout rate, qual-
ity of life.”

Incumbents who don’t get 
challenged get lazy and compla-
cent, he said.

The race offers an interesting 
historical parallel.

Jackson Lee was in her third 
term on the Houston City Coun-
cil in 1994 when she beat incum-
bent U.S. Rep. Craig Washington 
on the theme that he was out of 
touch with his district. Johnson, 
38, just won his third term to his 
council seat that’s within the 18th 
Congressional District. The con-
gressional district takes in much 
of urban Houston, is about 40 
percent black with the remainder 
split between whites and Hispan-
ics. It accounts for about a quar-

ter of the city’s more than 2 mil-
lion residents.

Jackson Lee is miffed by the ac-
cusation she’s out of touch.

“I’d like to think if you call me 
late at night, which people do, 
and there is a need, I will try to 
respond,” she said.

“Sheila is everywhere,” sup-
porter Arthur Schechter said. “No 
one can outwork her.”

Johnson’s supporters began 
their admittedly uphill effort 
munching on doughnuts in a 
strip of connected rented mobile 
homes. After prayer and brief re-
marks, Johnson dismissed his 
supporters with guidance that it 
now was “time to get to work” 
knocking on doors and making 
calls.+

A third Democrat, Houston at-
torney Sean Roberts, also is on the 
primary ballot. It’s his first bid for 
political office.

“We’re running as the non-pol-
itician in the race,” he said.

Jackson Lee has drawn prima-
ry opposition only once before, 
in 2002, and steamrolled with 94 
percent of the vote.

As of the end of 2009, she had 
nearly $500,000 in campaign cash. 
By late January, Johnson had yet 
to make a financial filing with 
election officials.

NEWS 
BRIEFLY

TRUMPET: Former mentor urged
artist to musically ‘branch out’

BILL: Co-author moves to postpone vote

HEAD: Center stresses dangers, 
misconceptions of head injuries

Houston legislator opts 
for ‘style over substance’

principal seats and immedi-
ate tenure. 

“But keep massaging the mus-
cle and it will eventually loosen 
up,” Hunter said. “To keep the 
job, it’s like a balance of play-
ing your part to the best of your 
ability and being able to lead 
the brass section so that people 
know what to play.”

Crisara said he was pleased 
when he heard the news.

“At the time he got the posi-
tion, we were on the telephone, 
and he said, ‘I also realize that 
this position is the first position 
that you had,’” Crisara said. “He 
just brought that to my mind, 
and of course, that made me feel 
very good.”

Crisara held the position for 
more than one year before he 
was drafted into the Army dur-
ing World War II, but he decid-
ed not to reclaim his position be-

cause he was drawn to the va-
riety that the Army orchestra 
could provide, he said.

Hunter said Crisara inspired 
him to branch out into new 
kinds of music.

“He told me, ‘You should try 
to do as many different things 
as you can, because you nev-
er know when you’re going to 
need it,’” Hunter said. “Sure 
enough, he was right.”

Crisara said he is proud of his 
former student.

“Billy is a very talented fellow 
with a lot of energy...everything 
that he has, he has earned,” Cri-
sara said.

To hold a position that his 
mentor Crisara once held was 
an honor that came with a lot of 
pressure, Hunter said.

“I want to uphold the posi-
tion and not taint it in any way,” 
he said. “Because of the person 
who he was, it makes me strive 
to do the best that I can do.”

From page 1

concussion and how to admin-
ister aid.

“Nobody should be interven-
ing if they don’t have experience 
with it,” he said. 

Sarah Peterson, athletic trainer 
at Stephen F. Austin High School, 
said the school’s trainers use an 
online cognitive test that athletes 
take when they first join sports 
teams. The test can then be used 
as a baseline for students who ex-
perience a concussion, helping 

trainers to properly diagnose the 
player.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention-approved 
concussion awareness and man-
agement policy states that ath-
letes who have a known or sus-
pected concussion are not per-
mitted back onto the field until 
cleared by an appropriate health 
care official. This policy applies 
to athletes at every level.

The danger of head injuries 
may be hidden under improper 
use of terminology, Hardin said, 

alluding to the way members of 
the House Judiciary Committee 
and other representatives con-
tinually referred to concussions 
as “dings.” 

“Any blow to the head can 
cause a concussion,” he said. “It 
is a traumatic injury.” 

Mike Wintemute, spokesman 
for Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, 
said he is is not sure if new 
regulations addressing sports  
injuries will be presented dur-
ing the 2011 state legislative  
session. 

From page 5

more accountable to the as-
sembly than the vice president. 
And the question of accountabili-
ty should be one of the chair’s ac-
countability to the student body, 
not just [to] the assembly.”

Liberal Arts Representative 
John Lawler, a co-author of the 
bill, moved for the postponement 
and said he is interested in creat-
ing informal discussion groups to 
hash out the legislation with SG 
members and any other members 
of the student body who wish to 
participate. Lawler later told The 
Daily Texan that he decided to 
postpone the vote after signs that 
the legislation might not receive 
the necessary two-thirds vote 
from the assembly.

Lawler said he and other spon-
sors of the bill are seeking ways 
to make sure the referendum is 
included in the University-wide 
election even though it is impossi-
ble by way of an assembly vote.

Based on the SG constitution, 
if 30 percent of the students who 
voted in the last general elec-
tion sign a petition in favor of the 
amendment before the Feb. 16 
deadline, the legislation can be 
included in the election regard-
less of persistent debate with-
in SG. Lawler said he and other 
supporters hope to accomplish 
this goal.

“We felt it was unfair to not get 
the chance to vote on this, for it 
to get caught up in self-interested 
SG politics,” he said. “We want to 
get students to sign a petition so 
they can vote to really re-struc-
ture how SG is operated, taking 
control from the executive body 
and putting it in the hands of the 
assembly, which is the more rep-
resentative body.”

Before the assembly vot-
ed to postpone the vote, repre-
sentatives expressed opposing  
viewpoints over the position. 

“Students elect the vice pres-
ident for the purpose of chair-

ing the committee,” said Uni-
versity-wide Representative 
Alex Ferraro. “We’re stripping 
the vice president of that pow-
er and stripping students of the 
right to elect that person. I don’t 
think the 39 of us are smarter 
than 50,000 students.”

University-wide Representa-
tive Jimmy Talarico said he is con-
cerned that because the bill cannot 
be included in the general elec-
tion, it will not have as wide of a 
turnout during a special election. 
However, he said he believes the 
speaker position is a necessary 
step for SG and that the debate 
is necessary to ensure a success-
ful legislation that students fully 
understand and are ready to vote 
on.

“You have to fix internal prob-
lems before you can fix external 
problems,” Talarico said. “De-
bate is always a good thing, and 
I want to spend as long as it takes 
to get everyone’s ideas and con-
cerns heard.”

From page 5
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By Ryan Betori
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With 16 seasons and six na-
tional championships under 
her belt, it isn’t often that head 
coach Beverly Kearney refers 
to something she’s seen on the 
track as the best — but this is 
one of the words she used to de-
scribe her incoming 2010-11 re-
cruiting class.

On Tuesday, Kearney an-
nounced the signing of sev-
en student-athletes. Five of the 
signees have competed at the 
IAFF Youth World Champion-
ships, and three boast top-seven 
marks in their respective event’s 
world rankings. Kearney seems 
to have struck recruiting gold, 
calling the class “one of the best 
she’s ever had.”

“They will help take our team 
to the next level again,” said 
Kearney, who expects the class 
to make an immediate impact 
on the 2010-11 campaign.

Leading the way will be Alli-
son Peter (U.S. Virgin Islands – 
sprints), A’Lexus Brannon (Beau-
mont – long jump), Shanay Bris-
coe (Houston – high jump), Bri-
ana Nelson (Greenville, S.C. – 
sprints), Marielle Hall (Haddon-
field, N.J. – middle distances), 
Christi Udoh (Houston - sprints) 
and Jourdan Ellis (Abilene – dis-
tances).

Kearney hailed the class for 
its versatility, quantity and ath-
letic quality. However, in Kear-

By Dan Hurwitz
Daily Texan Staff

Even with all-you-can-eat buf-
fets on every Las Vegas corner, 
Ashley Gayle had never heard of 
a breakfast taco. The thought of 
putting eggs in a tortilla left her 
perplexed.

“I thought it was the weirdest 
thing,” Gayle said. “Why would 
you have a breakfast taco? Why 
don’t you just use bread?”

She now understands the no-
tion of the breakfast fixation as 
she can hardly go a day without 
stopping by the Taco Shack and 

picking up breakfast.
Upon her arrival in Austin, 

the Vegas native’s introduction 
to the breakfast taco came cour-
tesy of her new teammate Ash-
leigh Fontenette, who invited 
Gayle to her mother ’s home 
where the strange food was 
first served.

Gayle, who only ate at Chili’s 
and Quizno’s during her first 
two weeks in Austin, was a lit-
tle nervous at first to try new 
things.

“We only have chain restau-
rants in Las Vegas,” Gayle said. 
“I decided I might as well try  
[the tacos]. They are addicting 
now.”

Having a new favorite break-
fast is only a small part of why 

she likes Austin. 
Gayle is satisfied with her col-

lege choice because of the friend-
ships created with teammates, 
especially Fontenette.

A problem arose, though, 
when Gayle and Fontenette first 
came to Texas. They had the 
same name — sort of.

Since their first names sound 

By Bri Thomas
Daily Texan Staff

 Wearing swim caps, sporting 
pink Longhorn logos and racing 
under pink-and-white banners 
and flags, the women’s swim-
ming and diving team will be 
competing today in Houston’s 
Sprint for the Cure Meet, which 
raises money for and promotes 
education about breast cancer.

The Houston Athletic Depart-
ment, along with several oth-
er corporations, donated mon-
ey to the cause, enabling the 
pink-and-white theme to be dis-
played throughout the event.

No. 3 Texas received the op-
portunity to take part in this 
benefit last year when Houston 
hosted it for the first time at its 
Campus Recreation and Well-
ness Center Natatorium. Noth-
ing like this had ever been done 
through NCAA swimming and 
diving, but the meet succeeded 
in raising nearly $1,200 for can-
cer research.

Since this meet against the 
Houston Cougars is the last be-
fore the Big 12 championships, 
the women will mostly be fine-
tuning their performances to-
day.

The Longhorns had a dis-
appointing meet 10 days ago 
against No. 2 Arizona, falling 
201-152 to the Wildcats in their 
biggest test of the season so far. 
They rebounded a few days lat-
er, dominating SMU 141-96 in 
Dallas. 

Sophomore Katie Riefenstahl 
led the way for Texas, winning 
the 200 and the 500 freestyles. 

Riefenstahl and her team-
mates will look to continue that 
success at the Big 12 Champion-
ships on Feb. 24 in College Sta-
tion. The team hopes to qualify 
as many athletes as possible for 
the NCAA Championship held 
Mar. 19-21.

“Winning it all is our No. 1 
goal, and I really think we have 
what it takes,” assistant coach 
Jim Henry said. “For the last 
three years, it’s been close with 
A&M, who is sitting in sixth 
place right now and is very 
competitive.”

For Texas, shot put is as easy as 1-2-3 

Peyton McGee | Daily Texan Staff 

Sophomore Jacob Thormaehlen (left), freshman Hayden Baillio (middle) and senior Brandon Drenon (right) make up Texas’ shot put 
team. So far this season, the trio has swept first-, second- and third- place finishes in their first three meets.

Erik Reyna | Daily Texan Staff 

Freshman Samantha Holland takes a dive during a meet earlier this 
season. Holland and the rest of her teammates have high hopes of 
winning the Big 12 meet in a few weeks.

Gayle grows accustomed 
to UT and new nickname

Horns participate in 
cancer research meet

Caleb Miller | Daily Texan Staff

Coach Beverly Kearney chats with one of her athletes on the track in 
spring 2009. 

WHAT:  No. 14 Texas (16-6, 5-3 
Big 12) vs. Colorado (12-9, 2-6 
Big 12)

WHERE: Coors Events Center, 
Boulder, Colo.

WHEN: Tonight, 8 p.m.

By Jim Pagels
Daily Texan Staff

For the three members 
of the Texas men’s shot put 
team, there’s much more than 
qualifying for the NCAA 
championships at stake with 
each meet.

“When we compete against 
each other every meet, who-
ever finished third has to buy 
dinner for the other two guys 
that night,” senior Brandon 
Drenon said. “That can be 
quite a lot.”

Shot put is often one of the 
most difficult field events for 
athletes to master, but for the 
Texas trio, it has become as 
easy as 1-2-3.

Freshman Hayden Baillio, 
sophomore Jacob Thormae-
hlen and Drenon all swept 
the podium in their first three 
meets this season.

The streak ended Friday at 
the New Balance Collegiate 
Invitational in New York City 
though, with Baillio and Thor-
maehlen taking the top two 
positions and Drenon finish-
ing in sixth place.

After a disappointing finish 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
No. 14 TEXAS at COLORADO

WOMEN’S SWIMMING

Kearney recruits, signs best class yet

Sarah Young | Daily Texan Staff

Sophomore Ashley Gayle greets fans after the Longhorns’ 61-50 win over Baylor. Gayle, her teammates 
and the fans wore pink during the game to honor breast cancer awareness.

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD

Horns sign seven top 
track prospects to form 
impactful 2010-11 class

Texas looks for a No. 1 
finish in conference after 
the pink-and-white meet

CLASS  continues on page 8

GAYLE  continues on page 8

Hailing from Las Vegas, 
Gayle relies on the team 
to teach her about Austin

Durant looks to defend All-Star 
H-O-R-S-E title this weekend

Kevin Durant will defend his title 
in the H-O-R-S-E competition at All-
Star weekend.

The Oklahoma City forward will 
face fellow All-Star Rajon Rondo of 
Boston and Sacramento rookie Omri 
Casspi. The field was announced 
Monday night on TNT, which will 
televise Saturday’s events.

Durant won the inaugural com-
petition last year in Phoenix, hit-
ting some long jumpers to rally af-
ter picking up four early letters and 
beating Atlanta’s Joe Johnson and 
Memphis guard O.J. Mayo.

The H-O-R-S-E competition will 
take place at Jam Session at the Dal-
las Convention Center.

Hicks put $85 million of his own 
money into the Stars, Rangers

Tom Hicks says he put $85 mil-
lion of his own money into Hicks 
Sports Group to cover operating 
costs of the NHL’s Dallas Stars and 
baseball’s Texas Rangers over a two-
year period through last March.

Hicks made that revelation Mon-
day. It was his first public com-
ment since Hicks Sports Group an-
nounced last week that it had re-
tained Galatioto Sports Partners 
to seek new investors and a possi-
ble buyer of a majority stake in the 
NHL team.

An agreement was reached last 
month by Hicks Sports Group to 
sell the Rangers, a transaction that 
could be completed before the base-
ball season starts in April.

The personal loans by Hicks end-
ed before Hicks Sports Group de-
faulted on $525 million in loans 
backed by the Stars and Rangers.

 — Compiled from The Associated Press

TRIO  continues on page 8
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SIDELINE

NCAA Men’s Top 25
No. 12 Tennessee 71
No. 24 Vanderbilt 90

Illinois 63
No. 13 Wisconsin 56

No. 8 Georgetown 79
Providence 70

Alabama 55
No. 2 Kentucky 66

No. 6 Purdue 76
No. 10 Michigan State 64

NBA
Cleveland 104
New Jersey 97

Chicago 109
Indiana 101

Philadelphia 119
Minnesota 97

Charlotte 94
Washington 92

Miami 99
Houston 66

Sacramento 118
New York 114 F/OT

Detroit 93
Milwaukee 81

Atlanta 108
Memphis 94

Dallas 91
Denver 127

Oklahoma City 89
Portland 77

Utah 109
LA Clippers 99

NHL
Boston 3
Buffalo 2 F/SO

Carolina 4
Florida 1

NY Islanders 4 F/SO
Nashville 3

Calgary 2
Ottawa 3

Vancouver 1
Tampa Bay 3

Detroit 3
St. Louis 4 F/SO

Dallas 3
Chicago 4 F/SO

SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
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ney’s mind, it’s a different type 
of quality that makes this group 
so special.

“The thing that’s amazing 
about this class is not only are 
they great athletes, but they are 
great people,” Kearney said. 
“They are the epitome of what 
Texas is.”

In recent years, the Texas track 
program has experienced a lot 
of success. Kearney said she be-
lieves this class has the ability to 
take that winning tradition to 
new heights.

“They are definitely going 
to set more standards for Tex-
as, and we look forward to it,” 
she said.

Peter, Nelson and Briscoe 
are all top world contenders in 
their respective events, and they 
should form the nucleus of this 
impressive class.

At the end of 2009, Peter was 
tied for the world’s fastest 200 
meter mark and her 100 meter 
finish was good for third place in 
the world. In the same year, she 
also became the first athlete from 
the U.S. Virgin Islands to win 
two silver medals at the IAFF 
World Youth Championships.

“It’s hard to describe Allison 
Peter,” Kearney said. “She is a 
special individual that will be a 
force to be reckoned with.”

Another sprinter that Kear-
ney believes will have a tremen-
dous impact from the get-go is 
Nelson. Hailing from South Car-
olina, Nelson took her state’s 
200-meter and 400- meter cham-
pionships in 2009. She also took 
fourth in the 200 meter at the 
IAFF Championships, and her 
400-meter time put her at third 
place in the world’s youth rank-
ings at the end of 2009.

“Briana is really just starting 
to come into her own,” Kear-
ney said. “She is going to add 
depth to the sprint areas com-

ing into the season, and I feel 
like she is going to be a great 
impact immediately.”

Brisco, a high jumper from 
Houston’s Cypress Christian 
School, has been a top member 
of the national circuit ever since 
she competed at the 2008 U.S. 
Olympic Team Trials. In 2009, 
her clearance of 6 feet was tied 
for seventh in the world youth 
rankings. This mark has also se-
cured for her the Texas Associ-
ation of Private and Parochial 
Schools (TAAPS) 3A state high 
jump record.

Kearney looks forward to Bris-
co’s arrival for her versatility, and 
high level of competitiveness.

The accomplishments of these 
three female athletes are not the 
only ones worth noting. 

Beaumont native A’Lexus 
Brannon has been among the 
nation’s top long jumpers for 
years. In 2009, she collected 
the USA Track and Field Junior 
Olympic long jump title with 
her mark of 19 feet, 10.25 inches. 
Another recruit that is among 
the nation’s finest in her event 
is Marielle Hall. The New Jer-
sey native and middle-distance 
specialist holds an 800-meter 
state championship record that 
outdid former Olympian Erin 
Donohue’s previous mark.

Houston’s Christi Oduh 
placed second in the 200 meter 
at the 2009 UIL State Champion-
ships. Another Texan, Abilene’s 
Jourdan Ellis, placed 11th at the 
2009 U.S. Junior Cross Country 
Championships.

Kearney had kind words to 
say about all the athletes, and 
Tuesday’s signings signal a 
bright future for the team. The 
Longhorns have had a very suc-
cessful indoor campaign this sea-
son, including an upset of No. 1 
Texas A&M a few weeks ago. 
However, with all this talent on 
the horizon, Longhorn fans may 
find it hard not to look ahead.

alike, there needed to be a way 
to distinguish the two whenev-
er coach Gail Goestenkors need-
ed to shout at them during prac-
tice.

The world was then introduced 
to “AT” and “AG.”

The nickname “AG” should be 
easy to decipher because it be-
longs to Ashley Gayle. But “AT” 
may cause a little confusion.

“They say my name has a lot 
of ‘T’s’ in it,” Fontenette said. “It 
didn’t make sense to me, but it 
stuck.” 

Fontenette, a native of Austin, 
has been more than just a point 
guard for the Longhorns dur-
ing her two years; she has been 
a tour guide. The first stop of the 
tour was the home she grew up 
in.

“A lot of my teammates are 

not from here, so they struggle 
with being so far from home,” 
Fontenette said. “I have them 
over to let them have that fam-
ily feeling too.”

Due to the uniqueness of Las 
Vegas, it was difficult to emulate 
the feeling of home for Gayle, but 
she quickly became accustomed 
to the Austin hot spots that Fon-
tenette introduced to her.

But when it comes time to 
go out and get some food or go 
shopping, it becomes a big or-
deal for her just to get ready.

“She moves really slow,” Fon-
tenette said of her teammate. 
“When we are getting dressed 
and wanting to go somewhere, 
AG is just taking her time.”

When it comes to game time 
though, Gayle is ready to move. 
The 6-foot-4-inch post is the de-
fensive catalyst for the Long-
horns. Gayle averages six points 

a game, but defense is what she 
takes the most pride in.

“I like the fact that on defense 
you are in full control,” Gay-
le said. “There is no excuse for 
slacking off on defense.”

Gayle’s love for defense can 
be seen on the court. Ranked 
10th in the nation in blocks, 
Gayle either lets out a scream or 
chest-bumps a teammate after a 
big rejection.

“Defense is your job to give 
everything you have and help 
out your team,” Gayle said.

Currently on a three-game 
win streak, Gayle and the Long-
horns start a short road trip 
against Colorado tonight, fol-
lowed by a matchup with Kan-
sas on Saturday.

The Longhorns just need to 
hope Gayle will be fine with-
out her breakfast tacos for a few 
days.

Longhorns’ hockey team thrives
Derek Stout | Daily Texan Staff

The Texas hockey team defines itself as a grassroots organization because the players are the ones who keep the team up and running. After 
two losses this past weekend against Arkansas, the team will play its final game this weekend in Springfield against Missouri State.

Johnie Glasenapp 
Daily Texan Staff

Finding an ice hockey player in 
Texas can be like finding a needle 
in a haystack.

But UT’s hockey team is proving 
that the sport can survive, even in 
the harshest Texas summer.

The Division 2 team plays about 
25 to 26 games a year against 
teams in the West region, which 
includes Texas Tech, SMU, Baylor 
and Texas A&M.

“Texas A&M is a top 10 team. ... 
Texas Tech and North Texas and 
A&M carry a lot of weight, as far 
as competition,” head coach Bob 
Smith said.

The Longhorns’ ice hock-
ey team was recognized by the 
American Collegiate Hockey As-

sociation in 2003 as a Division 
3 organization. The Longhorns 
were promoted to Division 2 for 
an appearance at the ACHA Di-
vision 3 Nationals tournament in 
2005. A ranking committee deter-
mines the top college ice hockey 
teams in each of the four regions 
who play in the Regional Tour-
nament. The final 12 teams play 
for the national title. 

The UT team consists of 23 
students from different parts of 
the country. The average mem-
ber starts his career at age 5, and 
most of the talent comes from out 
of state, said Robbie Lekai, a busi-
ness senior from Chicago. But 
many players are fans of the Dal-
las Stars.

“My favorite player is [Stars’ 

captain] Brenden Morrow, but 
you can’t go wrong with Mo 
[Mike Modano],” said assistant 
captain Travis Black, an electrical 
engineering junior.

Texas hockey is a blue-collar 
organization that, unlike Tex-
as A&M’s team — which has 
its own staff, general manager 
and team logo painted at center 
ice — is in dire need of volun-
teers. The team receives finan-
cial help from the University 
Co-op, but the bulk of its mon-
ey comes from fundraising. 

The Longhorns call on their 
classmates and friends to sell tick-
ets and merchandise. Over the 
years, they have had to find vol-
unteer announcers as well. One 
is former announcer Travis Bet-

ts, who now works for the Dal-
las Stars. 

“Texas hockey is literally a 
grassroots organization in which 
the players do all the work them-
selves to fill the seats and promote 
the game,” Betts said. 

“We’re not looking for fans to 
buy season tickets,” Lekai said. 
“We want fans to come out, watch 
a game and say, ‘That was fun, 
maybe I’ll come to the next one.’”

 The Longhorns finished this 
season’s home schedule this 
weekend with a loss against Ar-
kansas. They lost 4-0 on Friday 
and 6-4 on Saturday.

   The team will play their final 
game of this season this week-
end in Springfield against Mis-
souri state.  
  

TRIO: Success on horizon for Texas shot put  

From page 7

last season, Drenon and Thor-
maehlen took it upon them-
selves to put in the extra prac-
tice for this season.

“Jacob and I stayed around 
this summer to train and got a lot 
stronger,” Drenon said. “I knew 
Hayden was coming in as one 
of the top recruits out of high 
school, and I knew we were go-
ing to compete well.”

The shot putters are in the 
weight room at 6:30 a.m., three 
days a week, and they usually 
train for three to four hours e 
very day.

“When you have a sched-
ule like that, you really have to 
manage your time well,” Drenon 
said. “I usually try to grab a 
quick dinner after practice and 
then get started on homework 
so I can get to bed by a decent 
hour.”

After having limited success 
during his freshman year, Thor-
maehlen was anticipating a ma-
jor breakthrough as well.

“I expected [the success], but 
I just wasn’t actually ready for it 
when it happened,” he said. “Af-
ter those first three meets though, 
that’s all I wanted to do, was just 
finish 1-2-3 every time.”

Despite the 1-2-3 finish streak 
ending last week, the team 
seems to only be getting better 
as it draws closer to the Big 12 
championships in two weeks. 
Thormaehlen threw for a per-
sonal record 60 feet, 11.50 inch-
es last week.

“I’ve been waiting to break [60 
feet] for a while,” Thormaehlen 
said. “I guess Hayden hitting it 
every meet has helped push me 
over that line.” 

The team has high hopes  
as it heads into the Big 12 cham-
pionships.

“I think we have a really good 
chance to go 1-2-3,” Drenon said. 
“We just have to keep getting 
better each week. [Jacob] hit his 
[personal record] last week; now 
it’s time for me to step up.”

Right now, Baillio, Thormae-
hlen and Drenon are sitting in 
second, third and fifth, respec-
tively, in the Big 12. Mason Fin-
ley of Kansas currently has  
the best throw with 62 feet, 8 
inches.

“Last year when we were at 
the [Big 12 championships] I felt 
like we were a little uptight,” 
Thormaehlen said. “We maybe 
overanalyzed a few situations, 
and that cost us at the meet.”

Baillio said that the team has 

adopted a much more jovial at-
titude this season.

“We’re definitely the jokers of 
the track team,” he said.

They appear to be taking that 
new mindset to heart. While 
taking photos for this story, the 
three athletes insisted on tak-
ing multiple “silly shots” and 
mocked one another’s model-
ing poses.

The tight-knit relationships 
between the athletes seem to 
have paid off.

“All three of us push each oth-
er to get better,” Drenon said. 
“When you’re competing against 
your teammates too, it really adds 
a whole new challenge.”

While their success as a team 
has been remarkable, Baillio has 
been the star of the team this 
season, winning every event this 
year. The guys joked that they 
hoped to dethrone the former 
Texas high school state champi-
on soon.

“Brandon and I have a couple 
of things to work on, but I know 
Hayden still has a few things to 
work on too, so that could make 
it a little harder to catch him,” 
Thormaehlen said.

“We’re expecting to catch him 
soon though, and then he’ll be 
paying for dinner,” he added.

GAYLE: Fontenette shows teammates Austin’s ropes

CLASS: Impressive 
group will set high 
standards for Texas 

From page 7

From page 7
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The Cactus Yearbook is soliciting 
nominations for their Outstanding Student 
and Cactus Goodfellow Awards.  For your 

convenience, we have placed the 
nomination forms on the Cactus web page:

  http://www.cactusyearbook.com

 All rules and instuctions are included, so all 
you have to do is either print the nomination 
form from our web page or pick up one at the 

William Randolph Hearst Building (HSM), 
25th and Whitis Ave., Room 3.304.  

 

The deadline for nominations is 
February 26th, 

so send us your applications today.  
Please call 471-1084 for more information.

Recognizing 
extraordinary  UT students  

for over 75 years.

Outstanding Student
and 

Cactus Goodfellow
Awards
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By Radhika Sakalkale
Daily Texan Staff

International business leaders 
will offer insights into the me-
chanics of the modern business 
world to students on Saturday.

As part of the fourth annu-
al McCombs Executive Summit, 
the Undergraduate Business 
Council is bringing together cor-
porate executives from compa-
nies including Shell, Ford Mo-
tor Company and Green Moun-
tain Energy Company to partic-
ipate in a panel and seminars 
to suggest ways for students to 

cope with the current economic 
climate.

“Students can see business 
decisions being made through 
the eyes of the decision mak-
ers,” said Bhargav Srinivasan, 
the summit’s director and a fi-
nance, business honors and Plan 
II senior.

This year’s event will focus on 
government’s role in business, 
and the seminars will address 
government involvement in the 
health industry, finance, energy 
and technology.

The summit will feature gov-

ernment leaders from the Fed-
eral Reserve 
Bank of Dal-
las and the 
Federal En-
ergy Regu-
latory Com-
mission, both 
of whom will 
provide com-
mentary on 
the event’s 
theme. Par-
ticipants will 
also attend 
the opening 

discussion panel with an intro-
duction by UT 
finance lectur-
er Pamela Fried-
man.

“Students get 
a different per-
s p e c t i v e  t h a n 
what we learn 
inside a class-
room,” said Lillie 
De Alba, a busi-
ness council rep-
resentative and a 
finance and busi-
ness honors se-

nior. “Besides learning very spe-
cific knowledge about the topic, 
they get to see how these laws 
apply to each industry out in the 
real world.”

During the seminars, students 
will split into small groups and 
compare responses while busi-
ness leaders offer commentary, 
De Alba said. Participants will 
be able to engage the executives 
individually during lunch.

“[The lunch is] a great way to 
network and learn about these 
companies, industries or indi-
viduals,” she said. 

The council is accepting 100 
attendees for this event, and the 
deadline to register is midnight 
tonight. This event is open to 
students of any major and will 
be held on campus from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the McCombs School 
of Business.

To register for this event, go to 
www.mccombs.utexas.edu/stu-
dents/ubc/Programs/MES/regis-
ter.html.

By Schuyler Dixon
The Associated Press

TYLER, Texas — A spate of re-
cent fires that destroyed or dam-
aged several churches in eastern 
Texas were intentionally set, likely 
by the same person or group, fed-
eral authorities said Tuesday.

Fires that broke out at two 
churches near Tyler on Monday 
have not yet been ruled arson, but 
authorities are investigating them 
as such. They were reported with-
in an hour of one another, and there 
were signs that at least one of the 
churches had been broken into.

Since Jan. 1, eight churches — 
seven in eastern Texas and one in 
the central part of the state — have 
been set ablaze deliberately, author-
ities have said.

The U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
which is heading the investigation 
into the blazes, believe they are the 
work of a serial arsonist or group of 
arsonists, said Clay Alexander, the 
head of the bureau’s office in Tyler.

Alexander offered few details 
about Monday’s blazes, but he 
said they were being investigated 
as arsons.

The fires broke out at two 
churches about three miles apart 
in a rural area northwest of Tyler, 
which is about 85 miles southeast 
of Dallas.

“We would just like to find out 
why this is going on and please 
stop it,” Smith County Fire Mar-
shal Jim Seaton said.

Nearby fire departments have 
been on high alert because of 
the fires, and firefighters from 
throughout the area respond-
ed quickly to the Monday blazes 
at the Dover Baptist Church and 
Clear Spring Missionary Baptist 
Church, said Smith County Assis-
tant Fire Marshal Oren Hale.

There were no injuries reported 
in either fire, but the damage ap-
peared to be extensive, said Hale, 
who worked at both fire scenes 
until about 3 a.m. Tuesday.

“They were big ones. They’re 
not to the ground, but they’ll be 
total losses,” he said.

Assistant Fire Marshal Connie 
McCoy-Wasson, who was first on 
the scene at Clear Spring Mission-
ary Baptist Church, said flames 
were coming out of the building’s 
roof when she got there. The back 
door of the church had been bro-
ken, she said.

On Tuesday, the church’s red 
brick walls were all that remained. 
Its pastor, Brandon Owens, said he 
planned to meet with his congrega-
tion of about 50 Tuesday night to 
figure out where they would wor-
ship Sunday.

“I will be preaching,” Owens 
said. “We will be OK. We’ll still be 
going.”

The church also burned eight 
years ago when it was struck by 
lightning.

Several people gathered Tues-
day near the still-smoldering Do-
ver church. Most of sanctuary’s 

roof had collapsed, but the steeple 
was still standing.

“It’s heartbreaking,” said 
70-year-old Floyd Moseley, a re-
tired Tyler firefighter who used to 
belong to the church and whose fa-
ther helped build it.

The church only has about 70 
members, with regular Sunday at-
tendance about half of that.

Dover Baptist recently took pre-
cautions because of so many church 
fires, trustee Albert Valadez said. 
The staff barred the church doors 
and installed “dummy” inopera-
ble video cameras above the main 
doors because the church couldn’t 
afford real video equipment.

“It’s devastating,” Pastor Carl 
Samples said. “It definitely tests 
your faith, but I know beyond ev-
ery doubt that God can see us 
through.”

The ATF deemed the investiga-
tion urgent on Jan. 11, when two 
churches were torched in nearby 
Athens, said Alexander. He said 
agents who were working last 
weekend’s Super Bowl in Miami 
were brought in to help.

“We’ve been doing this for 
a long time,” Alexander said. 
“We’re not getting a lot of sleep. 
We’re tired. We’re frustrated that 
this is continuing to happen. But 
we remain strong in our belief that 
we’re going to find who did this.”

Rusk County Sheriff Danny Pir-
tle asked to meet with area church 
leaders on Thursday to discuss 
safety measures.

Arsonists likely at fault
for string of church �res

Summit brings top company executives to UT’s campus

 Firefighters 
respond to 

a blaze at 
Dover Baptist 

Church in 
Smith County 

on Monday. 
This fire is the 

latest in a rash 
of East Texas 
church fires, 

most of which 
have been 

ruled arson. 

Chris Vinn 
Associated Press

Recycle your copy of the Texan!♲ ♲

‘‘Students can see business 
decisions being made 

through the eyes of the 
decision makers .”

 — Bhargav Srinivasan  
Summit’s director
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HOUSING RENTAL

360 Furn. Apts.

THE BEST 
LOCATIONS!

Eff., 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms 
with beautiful furniture, 
A/C. fans, laundry res-
taurants, grocery, UT 
shuttle, parking, gated. 
Hancock Mall, 5 min. to 
campus. Park Plaza and 
Park Court 915-923 E. 
41st. St. 452-6518, Cen-
tury Plaza 4210 Red River 
452-4366, VIP Apts 33rd 
and Speedway 476-0363. 
apartmentsinaustin.net

370 Unf. Apts.

DEAN KEETON
/RED RIVER

-PRE-LEASING

Spacious 2br/2ba Apts. 
FREE catv, internet and 
parking. Quiet, Non-
Smoking, No-Pets, W/D 
conn. 1 blk to campus on 
Swisher. $1,150-$1,400/
mo goakapartments@
gmail.com 512.477.3388

PRE-
LEASING 
LANTANA

APTS
1802 West Ave. 2/2 
$1,050. Amenities In-
clude: pool, lots of park-
ing, large bedrooms, 
on-site laundry. Call 
512.422.8166 for Ap-
pointment           x ID 2869053

390 Unf. Duplexes

NEAR 
CAMPUS

2/1 Duplex near campus. 
Hardwood fl oors. Avail-
able Immedately. $900/
mth 512-496-4954

400 Condos-Townhouses

FOR RENT 
CORNER-
STONE 
CONDO

one bedroom, one bath 
24th/ Rio Grande. Avail-
able August. $835.00 
monthly 512-431-8135

REAL ESTATE SALES

130 Condos-Townhomes

NEW, LARGE 
CONDOS,

1309 SF. 2 master bed-
rooms, 2.5 Bathrooms. 
512-328-7774 www.theAr-
borsAtRiverside.com

WWW.SPEED-
WAYCONDOS-
PHASE2.COM

New construction con-
dos just 1 block north of 
UT! 

Large 2 bed 2.5 bath plus 
study w/ vaulted ceil-
ings, granite counter-
tops, ceramic tile, berber 
carpet, hardwood fl oors, 
and stainless applianc-
es. W/D conn. Big balco-
nies with views of the UT 
football stadium and the 
UT Tower. 1,150 square 
feet. Only $299,000/unit! 
Great investment for 
UT parents! Call Steve 
Maida/owner/agent @ 
512.467.9852.

EDUCATIONAL

590 Tutoring

SPANISH 
CLEP

spanishclep.com

(512) 626-4397

julio@spanishclep.com

Earn up to 16 credits

EMPLOYMENT

785 Summer Camps

SPEND YOUR 
SUMMER IN

a lakefront cabin in 
Maine. If you’re looking 
to spend this summer 
outdoors, have fun while 
you work, and make life-
long friends, then look no 
further. Camp Mataponi, 
a residential camp in 
Maine, has female/male 
summertime openings 
for Land Sports, Water-
front (small crafts, skiing, 
life guarding, WSI, boat 
drivers), Ropes Course, 
Tennis, H. B. Riding, Arts 
& Crafts, Theater, Cook-
ing, Gymnastics, Dance, 
Videography, Group 
Leaders & more. On 
Campus Interviews will 
Top salaries plus room/
board & travel provided. 
Call us at 1-561-748-3684 
or apply online at www.
campmataponi.com

790 Part Time

SURVEY TAK-
ERS NEEDED:

Make $5-$25 per survey. 
GetPaidToThink.com.

FUN JOB, 
GREAT PAY!

Mad Science needs 
animated instructors to 
conduct entertaining 
hands-on, after-school 
programs and/or chil-
dren’s birthday parties. 
Must have dependable 
car and prior experience 
working with groups of 
elementary age children. 
We provide the training 
and equipment. If you 
enjoy working with chil-
dren and are looking to 
work only a few hours 
per week, this is the job 
for you! Pay: $25 - $35 
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-
1143 or website at www.
madscienceaustin.com

ATTENTION 
SPORTS-
MINDED

Top Gun Promotions is 
hiring 15-20 students. 
$20.00/HR Flexible Part-
Time Hours Close to 
Campus! 512-473-0399

791 Nanny Wanted

P/T NANNY
Looking for a resp indv 
to watch 2 yr old. 10am-
noon/M-F. Exp Down 
Syndrome basic sign 
lang. is a plus! Start 2/17 
Loc: So. Austin $30/day. 
512-992-1749

800 General Help Wanted

BARTENDING! 
$300/DAY 

POTENTIAL
No experience neces-
sary. Training provided. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext 113

STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM

Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On 
Surveys.

FT & PT 
SUBSTI-

TUTE 
TEACH-

ERS
Get your education, train-
ing and experience now! 
Work with the BEST at 
Stepping Stone School! 
Hiring FT & PT subs at 
all locations. Flexible 
schedules, great perks! 
Apply online or at 1910 
Justin Ln. www.step-
pingstoneschool.com/
employment.html

EARN EXTRA 
MONEY

Students needed ASAP. 
Earn up to $150 per day 
being a Mystery Shopper. 
No Experience Required. 
Call 1-800-722-4791

BARTENDER
Meet new people work in 
an exciting environment. 
Cash tips daily. No expe-
rience necessary. (877) 
879-0266

810 Offi ce-Clerical

PARALEGAL 
CLERK 

TRAINEE
near UT. Will train. Cre-
ate form documents, as-
sist clients, obtain state 
records, fax, fi le, proof. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress. PT $11, FT $12-
12.50 + benefi ts. www.
LawyersAidService.com 
Apply online.

ADMINISTRA-
TIVE 

ASSISTANT
There is an opening for 
an Administrative As-
sistant in our company. 
Interested persons must 
have good knowledge 
of Microsoft Offi ce tools 
such as Excel and Out-
look and should forward 
their resumes to pceint@
aol.com.

820 Accounting-Bookkeeping

ACCOUNTING 
TRAINEE

Walk to UT. Bookkeeping 
tasks, tax-related proj-
ects, clerical. Type 30 
words/min. Accounting 
experience or classes 
a plus. Flex hours, $11 
PT, $12-$12.50 FT. www.
LawyersAidService.com 
Apply now!

860 Engineering-Technical

SYSTEMS 
ADMIN/DATA-
BASE DVLPER
near UT. Troubleshoot, 
document, backups, 
programming, security, 
database development. 
FileMaker exp. a plus. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress, small offi ce, ben-
efi ts if long-term. www.
LawyersAidService.com 
Apply online

875 Medical Study

GETTING 
MARRIED 

SOON?
Recently Married? You 
may be eligible to par-
ticipate in a study for 
understanding how cou-
ples adjust to the early 
years of marriage. We 
are looking for couples 
entering their fi rst mar-
riage and who currently 
have no children. Eligible 
couples can receive up 
to $445 for participating! 
Please contact The Aus-
tin Marriage Project at 
The University of Texas 
512.475.7504

890 Clubs-Restaurants

WORK PART-
TIME, EARN 

EXTRA CASH
New Upscale Cabaret 
is hiring Waitstaff, Bar-
tenders, and Entertain-
ers. Apply in person 
at Rick’s Cabaret, 3105 
South IH35, Round Rock. 
512-218-8012

810 Offi ce-Clerical

870 Medical

370 Unf. Apts.

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in 
advertisement, notice must be given by 10 am the first day of publication, as the pub-
lishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect insertion. In consideration of The Daily 
Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency and the advertiser 
will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its officers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of 
the copying, printing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation rea-
sonable attorney’s fees resulting from claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, 
plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. All ad copy  must be approved by 
the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or properly classify an 
ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.

     Self-serve, 24/7 on the Web at www.DailyTexanOnline.com
CLASSIFIEDS

THE DAILY TEXAN

   

AD RUNS  

ONLINE FOR  

FREE!
word ads only

Contact Joan at 512-232-2229 or email joanw@mail.utexas.edu

Campus
ADVERTISE 

YOUR STUDENT

ORGANIZATION! CORKBOARDORKBOARDORKBOARD
Weekly Rates:
$100 – Large
$50 – Medium
$25 – Small

370 Unf. Apts.370 Unf. Apts.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

530 Travel-Transportation

800 General Help Wanted

BARTENDERS 
NEEDED

No exp. necessary, will 
train. Earn $250 per shift. 
Call now 512-364-0829

BUSINESS

940 Opportunities Wanted

THE DAILY 
TEXAN 

CLASSIFIED
Regular rate 15 word mini-
mum for $12.50

$.50 per additional word

15 words for 1 day =$12.50

15 words for one week 
=$42.08

15 words for two weeks 
=$67.20

All ads appear online at no 
charge unless you opt for 
enhancements which will 
incur additional nominal 
charges.

890 Clubs-Restaurants

RECYCLEDailyTexanOnline.com

All Transportation, 
Announcement, 

Services & Merchandise 
ads are 50%off regular 

rates and appear online 
at no charge unless you 
opt for enhancements 
which will incur addi-

tional nominal charges. 
For more information or 
assistance please call 
Classifi ed Clerk at 512-

471-5244 
or email classifi eds@

dailytexanonline.com

CLASSIFIEDSday, month day, 2008 3B

1

EFF. & 1-2-3-4-BDRMS
Now Preleasing!
Starting at $199 per RM.

Point South 
& Bridge Hollow 444-7536
1910 Willow Creek - Models Available

AUSTIN 
APART. 
ASSOC. 

PROPERTY 
OF THE 
YEAR!

Pointsouthbridgehollow.com

breckenridge

plus t/s

Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line

www.123Donate.com

Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
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really tried to understand the 
chemistry of cakes and cup-
cakes,” Brian said. “We don’t 
use shortening, all of our cup-
cakes are made from scratch, 
and we use French chocolate to 
prevent them from having that 
bitter aftertaste that regular co-
coa can give.”

Tiffany decided to act on her 
love for cooking about four years 
ago after previously owning a 
computer business.

“I always loved baking and 
giving out what I had baked as 
gifts, so I used everything I knew 
from my previous business to 
make this,” she said.

Starting the cupcake venture 
out of their home, the couple 
gathered a steady group of cli-
ents and eventually moved into 
a commercial kitchen. With six 
children, ages 3 to 18, the Bacons 
have plenty of helping hands.

“I teach my kids a lot about 
work ethic,” Tiffany said. “Cook-
ing has kind of become a lost 
art for kids since everything 

is already prepared in grocery 
stores.”

Though Austin seems to have 
become a cupcake mecca for 
many baking enthusiasts — with 
vendors such as Hey Cupcake!, 
Polkadots Cupcake Factory and 
Sugar Mama’s Bakeshop — Lau-
ra Lively, founder of L’s Cupcake 
Delivery, said there is enough 
business to go around.

“When I began baking, I 
wanted to be the Tiff’s Treats of 
cupcakes,” Lively said. “I think 
that there’s just such a big mar-
ket for people wanting cup-
cakes that it hasn’t really affect-
ed our business.” 

Toot Sweet Cupcakes offers 
cupcakes made from 18 differ-
ent kinds of cake, 16 kinds of fill-
ings and 15 kinds of icing. Prices 
range from $1 to $2.50 apiece, or 
$18 to $30 for a dozen. Catering 
can cost up to $199 for a cupcake 
carrier of 120 cupcakes.

“We probably invest more in 
our product than most other com-
panies,” Tiffany said. “We make 
what we need, when it’s needed 
— fresh.”
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By Ben Wermund
Daily Texan Columnist

The thing that sets Aus-
tin apart from other major cit-
ies — and what probably earns 
it the “Live Music Capital of 
the World” title — is its entic-
ing diversity of small venues. 
Venues such as Hole in the Wall, 
the now-legendary Armadillo 
World Headquarters of the 1970s 
and the Cactus Cafe, which is set 
to close in August, have become 
historic locations, integral to the 
formation of Austin’s live-music 
scene. They bring character and 
performers to a city often over-
looked by stadium-filling acts.

Bars and clubs that bring in 
bands are countless in Austin, 
from The Mohawk to Emo’s. 
This also includes medium-sized 
venues, such as Stubb’s and the 
Paramount, that tend to attract 
enough major acts to keep most 
live-music fans happy. 

But small clubs also provide 
Austin with a bit of immunity 
from another big piece of news 
rising from the live-music world: 
the merger of ticket-sales and 
promotion giants Ticketmaster 
and Live Nation.  

In late January, the Depart-
ment of Justice authorized the 
merger, generating legitimate 
concern from ticket buyers, 
smaller ticket sellers and musi-
cians — all warning of poten-
tially skyrocketing ticket prices 
and service fees, left unchecked 
without competition.

Bruce Springsteen spoke of 
the potential trouble the merg-
er could pose for ticket buyers 
in a statement he posted on his 
Web site.

“The one thing that would 
make the current ticket situa-
tion even worse for the fan than 
it is now would be Ticketmas-
ter and Live Nation coming up 
with a single system, thereby 
returning us to a near-monopo-
ly situation in music ticketing,” 
Springsteen wrote.

The warning certainly seems 
viable in places such as San An-

tonio, Dallas and Houston, where 
massive stadiums bring in huge 
acts whose ticket sales are con-
trolled by Ticketmaster and Live 
Nation. But this is not so much 
the case in Austin.

“The merger should not af-
fect Austin, simply because there 
are no Ticketmaster venues in 
this town,” said Jeff Kreinik, a 
spokesman for Front Gate Tick-
ets, which sells tickets for sev-
eral venues in town, including 
Stubb’s and Antone’s. “Austin 
is going to be probably immune 
from any of the impact — at least 
for now.”

While Ticketmaster doesn’t 
control any venues in Austin, 
Front Gate Tickets does domi-
nate many of the larger venues in 
town. The difference in the two 
is that independent ticket sellers 
are more willing to compete with 
Front Gate Tickets than the ticket-
selling goliath Ticketmaster. 

Jimmy Romack, president of 
the Austin-based national tick-
et re-seller, Ticket Cloud Inc., 
said Austin is an ideal place for 
smaller businesses like his be-
cause of this.

“[That’s Austin’s] one bene-
fit,” Romack said. “Since we sell 
tickets nationwide, we look for 
venues that [Ticketmaster and 
Live Nation] don’t have a strong 
hold on.”

One of the only venues in 
Austin that Ticketmaster does 
any selling through is the Frank 
Erwin Center. But under con-
ditions made in the Depart-
ment of Justice’s merger ap-
proval, Ticketmaster will have 
to get rid of Paciolan, the ticket-
ing system that allows it to sell 
through the center, said John 
Graham, UT’s associate athlet-
ic director for the center.

The complaint that big acts al-
ways bypass Austin for bigger, 
blander metropolises might al-
ways be relevant, but there are 
two sides of the coin. Austin’s 
smaller venues keep competition 
alive and ticket prices reasonable 
— for now, at least.

By Allistair Pinsof
Daily Texan Staff

 

Bayonetta (Xbox 360/PS3)
“Bayonetta” is Platinum Games 

Inc.’s answer to the masculine, 
gore-obsessed action genre. Its 
eponymous character is a char-
ismatic, reluctant mother sport-
ing a tight leather bodysuit with 
guns attached to her heels. She 
strikes provocative poses after slic-
ing a room full of demons in half, 
but she refuses to be objectified. 
In fact, she’s the only worthy op-
ponent to the game’s endless on-
slaught of creepy, baby-faced de-
mons. After all, the men in “Bayo-
netta” are incompetent wimps. 

The game itself is a refinement of 
combo-based action games (“Dev-
il May Cry” or “God of War”) fil-
tered through the most ridiculous 
scenarios and boss fights I’ve ever 
seen. You fight gigantic demigods 
who make enemies in “Shadow of 
the Colossus” look like pet ham-
sters, and you get to guide a de-
feated boss across the solar system 

and into the sun. This wouldn’t be 
so impressive if it weren’t for the 
amazing visuals, fluid animation 
and addictive combat that com-
plement these set pieces.

It’s refreshing to find a Japa-
nese game so willfully silly, star-
ring a heroine who doesn’t feel 
like a brainless sex doll or stand-in 
for a male. While some might find 
“Bayonetta” more ridiculous than 
postmodern, it’s a very well-de-
signed and well-paced game that 
will appeal to any action junkie. 

Grade: A

Tatsunoko vs. Capcom: Ultimate 
All-Stars (Wii)

The most unexpected gaming 
trend of 2009 was the return of 
fighting games. “Street Fighter 4,” 
“Tekken 6” and “BlazBlue” were 
met with unlikely critical praise 
and commercial success. 

Japanese audiences also re-
ceived the latest entry in Capcom’s 
“versus” series, last seen with the 

hugely popular “Marvel vs. Cap-
com 2” a decade ago. Six months 
later, “Tatsunoko vs. Capcom” has 
made it overseas with more char-
acters, online play and other ad-
ditions. Tatsunoko, a Japanese an-
imation studio, might not hold the 
weight of Marvel Comics, but the 
roster is filled with colorful, dis-
tinct anime characters of the more 
proportionate type, popular in the 
‘70s.

Like previous games in the se-
ries, “Tatsunoko vs. Capcom” is 
very friendly to inexperienced 
button-mashers and veterans 
alike. The crisp visuals and anima-
tion make for wonderful eye can-
dy, which is good for friends wait-
ing for their turn to take the role of 
Ryu, Mega Man or a giant, waffle-
shaped mech. 

Online play is unfortunately 
hampered by bad net code and the 
Wii’s pesky friend codes, but this 
is a game best played with friends 
within slapping distance. Fighting 
games can often seem daunting to 
outsiders, but Tatsunoko’s presen-
tation and accessible controls will 

make it a nice alternative to “Su-
per Smash Bros.” at your next par-
ty.

You might have to shell out for a 
couple of extra classic controllers, 
but it’ll be worth it, whether you 
plan to button-mash or pull off 40-
hit combos.

Grade: B+

Fighting games make comeback
VIDEO GAME REVIEWS

majority of respondents said that 
it was because strippers are “coke 
whores.” But the reality seems 
much different.

“I would say 5 percent or less 
[actually do drugs],” Jemini said. 
“[That’s] a very small percent-
age, and that’s what is frustrating 
about the stereotypes.”

Miss Sophie, a blonde with the 
long, lean muscles of a profession-
ally trained dancer, has found a 
way to avoid the few girls who 
live up to the negative stereotypes 
of strippers. While working at The 
Yellow Rose on North Lamar Bou-
levard, Miss Sophie paid for her 
last two years of undergraduate 
education at UT in cash without 
working a single shift after 8 p.m.                      

“[Stripping] is a very delicate 
balance for me,” Miss Sophie said. 
“I wouldn’t do it if it wasn’t fun. I 
feel like there is a huge difference 
between day shift and night shift. 
At night there is more drinking, it 
can get wilder. But during the day 
[our customers] are mostly busi-
nessmen and consistent regulars. 
[I feel] safe.”

Making absurd amounts of 
money without compromising 
your fundamental code of morality 
seems to be the basic tenet of strip-
ping. For Mena, Jemini and Miss 
Sophie, who all have “no touch” 
policies with their customers, the 
money still comes rolling in.

“I had one weekend — May 
of 2007 — I made $3,300 in five 
days,” said Jemini, who recently 
quit dancing at The Yellow Rose. 
“[At] the job that I have now, [I 
make] $1,750 a month.”

Money aside, many people still 
view stripping as a negative con-
sequence of a patriarchal society. 
Basia Borodziewicz, a Plan II and 
French senior, doesn’t denounce 
stripping but said she has concerns 
about the effects of stripping on our 
society’s views of intimacy.

“I think stripping professional-
ly, either male of female, takes all 
emotion [and] excitement away 
from anything sexual,” Borodzie-
wicz said. “First of all, you know 
you’re paying someone to do some-
thing for you, so it’s not special or 
intimate. It normalizes the body by 

making it so easily accessible.”
Miss Sophie disagrees with the 

idea that strippers’ bodies are nec-
essarily available. 

“Ninety percent of the wom-
en in here are here as business 
people,” Miss Sophie said. “And 
most of the customers seem to 
understand that we are here 
to make money, and [that we] 
aren’t going home with them — 
that they can’t touch us, that we 
are human beings.”

Gentlemen’s clubs have, in 
many ways, earned their seedy 
reputations. Girls moving under 
tables or pushing their thongs to 
the side are not uncommon actions 
in certain strip clubs. But the fact 
that the negative stereotypes and 
expectations land on every dancer 
is, in many ways, unwarranted.

“I am not in the strip club to 
be nasty and to be dirty,” Jem-
ini said. “I have rules, and I have 

self worth, and I don’t feel like I 
should have to do that to make 
money. Stripping is not a degrad-
ing job unless the stripper makes 
it degrading — to herself.” 

While concerns over the degra-
dation of women in stripping are 
common, a different side of the 
same coin is the argument that 
strip clubs take advantage of their 
male clientele. In a 2005 episode 
of “The Tyra Banks Show,” Banks 
derided gentlemen’s clubs for 
preying on men’s obsession with 
female bodies.

“[Why] not take advantage of 
that?” Jemini said. “When men get 
to the point where they decide not 
to spend money to see women na-
ked, then there won’t be female 
strippers. Every man has a deci-
sion before he goes into a gentle-
men’s club, [and] he doesn’t have 
to go inside.”

Recent UT graduate Alex Wright 

has made the choice to enter a gen-
tlemen’s club once or twice.

“Strippers inspire horniness 
and pity in an even split with me,” 
Wright said. “I feel bad that they 
have to put up with all of the men 
that they see, [and] I wish that it 
was unnecessary, either because 
all women were willing to do it or 
because none of them are.”

While Wright puts the future of 
gentlemen’s clubs on the shoul-
ders of the strippers themselves, 
Mena has a different view.

“The feminist ideal is that 
[strip clubs] wouldn’t have to ex-
ist,” Mena said. “I have more ed-
ucation than most of the men I 
meet and more experience than 
most of the guys [at my day job], 
but I make little money. That’s 
not going to change no matter 
what my ideals are, so I might as 
well make a lot of money while 
I can.”

Courtesy of Bayonetta  

Ticket-seller merger 
may upset music fans

STRIP: Allure of cash overrides criticisms, stereotypes 

CUPCAKES: ‘Enough business 
to go around,’ competitor says
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(1) be a registered UT-Austin student during the semester in which application is made;
(2) have completed at least 30 hours at UT-Austin with a minimum grade point average 
of 2.25;
(3) have worked, or will have worked when their term begins, at least one semester as 
a permanent staff member of The Daily Texan in news, sports or the copy desk;
(4) have completed at least one other semester as an issue staff member of The Daily 
Texan in an area other than the one covered above;
(5) have completed or be enrolled in a media law course before taking office; and 
(6) have obtained signatures from at least five editorial staff members of the Texan 
staff supporting the candidate for editor.
(7) pass a libel test administered by the Editorial Adviser to ensure that he or she is 
fully capable of maintaining libel-free content.
(8) be upper-division by the time they begin their term.

Potential Candidates may request waiver(s) of eligi-
bility requirements specified in the TSM Handbook 

section 2.17(a). Waivers are subject to a vote of 
two-thirds approval by TSM Board Members.

Deadline for applications and all supporting materials:
Noon, Thursday, February 11, 2010

Applicants will be certified by the 
TSM Board of Operating Trustees on

Friday, February 12, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.
HSM 3.302

Notice of Re-Opening
for the Position of
Daily Texan Editor

Applications may be picked up from the
Office of the Director, HSM 3.304

Qualifications:



By Audrey Campbell
Daily Texan Staff

Six delectable cupcakes topped 
with thick icing, sprinkles and driz-
zled caramel are arranged neatly 
on a platter, while Tiffany Bacon 
remarks that she and her husband 
Brian will bake about 10,000 of 
these over the next week. With Val-
entine’s Day fast approaching, the 
couple will bake and deliver their 
gourmet treats as orders flood in.

“It’s our biggest holiday of the 
year, and we don’t turn away or-
ders,” Tiffany said.

Toot Sweet Cupcakes, the cou-
ple’s joint enterprise located on 
U.S. Highway 290, has made a 
large impression on clients and 
businesses throughout the nation. 
Recently, the Bacons shipped 500 
cupcakes to a Grammy Awards 
party at Paramount Studios in 
California, and soon, they will be 
gearing up to cater for the 82nd 
annual Academy Awards ceremo-

ny in Los Angeles.
“We have a unique packing 

method, which has allowed us to 
be one of the first companies to 
ship a fully frosted and decorated 
cupcake,” Tiffany said.

By using a specialized plastic 
container with a domed top, the 
Bacons can bake, decorate and 
seal a fresh batch of cupcakes, 
shipping them out immediately 
without fear of the desserts getting 
smashed or ruined.

Red velvet cake with cream-
cheese icing, moist pumpkin-spice 
cake, chocolate with raspberry fill-
ing and strawberry topped with 
thick buttercream icing are just 
a few of the many variations the 
couple has perfected. The Bacons 
said they place high priority on 
the quality of their ingredients.

“Even though neither of us had 
gone to culinary school, we’ve 
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Mena has an MBA and a 
professional career in comput-
er technology in south Aus-
tin. She is in a long-term, com-
mitted relationship and enjoys 
sarcastic banter. Jemini has in-
dependently supported her-
self since she started at UT at 
the age of 18. She comes from a 
religious and supportive back-
ground and attends church ev-

ery Sunday with her son. Miss 
Sophie has a bachelor’s degree 
from UT and currently works 
as a feminist sex educator, per-
sonal trainer and business part-
ner at a local dance studio.

But if you met these girls at 
their night jobs, all you would 
see are bare breasts, 7-inch 
heels and tiny G-strings. Mena, 
Jemini and Miss Sophie are 
strippers. 

When I met Mena for the 
first time, I didn’t know what I 
expected a stripper to look like. 
I was thinking that she proba-
bly had fake boobs, maybe 
some fake hair and a dark tan 
with tons of makeup. 

Mena is anything but the 

stereotype. A petite, non-aug-
mented woman whose weight-
lifting hobby has toned and 
sculpted her from head to toe, 
Mena is one of the highest-
grossing dancers at Exposé on 
South Congress Avenue. She 
began stripping after she lost 
her work-study job while get-
ting her master’s degree in Il-
linois.

During this time, Mena 
started waitressing and soon 
switched to stripping to make 
more money. After moving to 
Austin with the intention of 
working in the computer field, 
she found that she was contin-
ually underpaid, so she kept 
stripping to pay off the loans 

she had taken out to get her 
master’s degree.

Despite Jemini’s education 
and professional competen-
cy, she encounters frequent at-
tacks on her personal character 
because of her night job. 

“Women [assume] I’m a 
slut,” Jemini said. “[But] I don’t 
just get stereotyped by women. 
I get stereotyped by men, too. 
[So] many guys have this rule 
[that they won’t] marry a strip-
per. It’s frustrating because be-
ing a dancer doesn’t make me 
who I am. It was just my job.”

When I asked men about 
this “rule,” the overwhelming 

Cupcake vendors’ 
sweet confections
entice famous fans

HUMP DAY
By Mary Lingwall
HUMP DAY
By Mary Lingwall

Mary Kang | Daily Texan Staff 

Miss Sophie sits on a couch at the second floor of Aces Lounge, located on Sixth Street. Miss Sophie is a UT graduate who is now an 
instructor at Brass Ovaries Pole Dancing.

Catalina Padilla | Daily Texan Staff 

Toot Sweet Cupcakes is preparing for Valentine’s Day with thousands 
of locally baked cupcakes.  STRIP  continues on page 11

CUPCAKES continues on page 11Future bright; clothes optional
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February 24th
Gregory Gym Plaza

Come and enjoy free food, sign up for giveaways, and 
see all the housing options available in Austin!


