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OF THAT. WE ALSO THINK THAT, GIVEN PASSAGE OF TIME, SOVIETS NOT
b d ™e - ... -~ 3 T -—— - » v -~
LIKELY TO INTERPRET ACTION AS SIMPLE RETREAT 'ON OUR PapRT. HOWEVER,
IF WE COMPOUND SITUATION BY ALLOWING SOVIETS TO PREVENT US FROM
EVEN MAKING A CONCESSIONARY MOVE SUCH AS THIS, WE BELIEVE RESULTING
BFFECT ON SENAT ON SQVIETS AND ON PUBLIC IF IT BECOMES KNOWN
= 9 9 “ 9
wolillLy BE 100 HIGH PRICE-TO HAVE PAID.
PACL THREE RUFHUA 155 dmmimmCummm—t—pa
Se F 1ok THIS POSITION IN PART, ALSn BECAUSE WE BELIEVE IT
HiGHL Y UNLIKELY SOVIETS WILL GIVE S AWYTHI\G BUT EQUIVOCAL
ANSUER. OUR PURPOSE IN INFORMING COVL waS TO TELL THEM wWHAT WE
INTENDED T0 DO SO THAT THZ‘.’g IN 1\’*~;\H:>! OF PROTECTING THEIR
\CCESS TO WEST BERLIN, WOULD SEE TO IT INFORMALLY THAT WE NOT
B OBSIRUCTED, WE BELIEVE SOVIETS WOULD DO THIS., HOWEVEK, 11
i1l BFE CONTRARY TO THEIR CONSISTENTLY STATED PREINCIFLE RE BDR
™ L) Y L akeal ™ A oy 15 Y ; s
SOVEREIGNTY IN THIS FIELD FOR SOVIETS TO GIVE US ACTUAL ASSURANCE
THAT EAST GERMANS WOULD PERMIT US TO USE NEW PROCEDURE. UNLESS THEY
= i1 A5 FARIICULARLY IN THEIR IMT_“sz TO HAVE US ADOPT. PROCEDURE 4
Pj CAUS EY BELIEVED IT ‘COULD BE EXPLOITED FOR OTHER GAINS,
IN 10 E“DADT FROM THIS PRINCIPLE. ASKING
INTERCESSION OR TO GIVE ASSURANCES wOULD
Y ™ 3 T ! NT 8
IS, IN WHICH WE wOULD BE.AT DISADVANI AGE,

THE ONLY RECENT SIMILAR EXPERIENCE WE HAVE HAD IS ATTEMPT TO HAVE
S COMMANDANT RECOMMENCE ENTERING INTO EAST BERLIN (REF D). THIS
WAS OF COURSE LESS DESIRABLE EVENTUALLY FROM SOVIET POINT OF VIEW.
HOWEVER, WE SUSPECT THEY MAINLY VIEWED IT AS SOMETHING WE WANTED
AND THEREFORE SOMETHING THEY COULD BARGAIN AGAINST. ATTEMPT HAD
TO BE ABANDONED YHEN TOO HIGH A POLITICAL PRICE waS REQUIRED. WHILE
THAT ISSUE WaAS LIMITED ENOUGH AND OUR APPROACH WAS INFORMAL
PAGE FOUR RUFHJA 055 ‘
“NOIGH THAT WE COULD DROP IT WITH SOME 'LOSS OF FACE BUT NOT TOO
qCH DISADVANTAGE, WE WOULD NOT LIKE TO SEE PRESENT PROPCSAL
SDEVELOP IN SpME VWAY.

: " MV 3 ™ 1 e T » HAT 'MF ‘!'ILL PNCOL’\ITPR
\ TN SUMMARY, WE THINK CHANCES ARE SLIGHT T ENCOUNT
?glvuL‘Y TN’ APPLYING NEW PROCEDURE, VHICH IS ESSENTIAL
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, OUTINELY BY NON-ALLIED DIPLOMATS. HOWEVER, EVEN
IGHT RISK IS TCO GREAT TO TAKE WITHOUT BEING PREPARED
v~ v ™ at m~ar
L EFPECTIVELY WITH SUCH A CONTINGENCY, IF WE FIND THIS
vOT UNDERSTOOD BY BRITISH AND FRENCH WHEN THE AGREED TO

'
; T - - . T TTUD
ISTITUTING NEW PROCEDURE, AND IF THEY OBUECT, WE BELIEVE

JECT IS NOT OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO BE PURSUED FURTHER,




