
At any given time, 30,000 
to 50,000 children are in the 
Texas foster care system. The 
Senate Committee on Health 
and Human Services held their 
first hearing of Senate Bill 11,  
which aims to privatize and re-
form aspects of the child welfare  
system, Thursday.

Improving Texas’ Child 
Protective Services agency has 
been named as a top legisla-
tive priority for this session by 
Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick. The proposed 
House and Senate budgets also 
allocate an additional $268 
million and $260 million to  
CPS respectively.

“Protecting Texas children 
is one of my top priorities,” Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick said in a De-
cember statement. “Senate Bill 
11 will strengthen the state’s 
ability to investigate child abuse 
and neglect and improve foster 

care accountability and capacity. 
I commend Chairman Schwert-
ner for putting the safety of Tex-
as children first.”

SB 11 expands Foster Care 
Redesign, a program that began 
in 2011 to promote a commu-
nity-based approach to foster 
care, by contracting the state 
with private entities in what 
are known as Single Source  
Continuum Contracts. 

“It is the Legislature’s ultimate 
responsibility to get this right,” 
said Sen. Charles Schwertner, 
R-Georgetown, and an author 
of SB 11. “...We are going to get 
this done, we are going to get 
this right this session.”

ACH Child and Family Ser-
vices was the first non-profit 
agency to contract in such a way 
with the state. 

During his testimony, ACH 
CEO Wayne Carson support-
ed SB 11 and said turning case 
management over to SSCCs will 
provide better care for children. 

The term “fake news” has 
loomed over mainstream 
media since the start of 
President Donald Trump’s 
2016 campaign.

 On Thursday, UT stu-
dent journalists brought 
together professional jour-
nalists John Burnett, Abby 
Livingston and Krissah 
Thompson to discuss the 
importance of accurate 
media coverage during the 
Trump Era.

 “Donald Trump is the 
biggest story in the world 
right now,” Burnett, Daily 
Texan alumnus and Na-
tional Public Radio cor-
respondent, said. “This 
is why you want to be a 
journalist is to cover a sto-
ry like this. You draw on 
everything you can at the 
time, and you do your job 
as best you can. It’s chal-
lenging, but I also think it’s 
really satisfying to cover a 

story like this.”
 It has never been more 

important for a journal-
ist to stand up, go to work 
and get the facts out than 
during Trump’s presidency, 
Burnett said.

 Livingston, reporter and 
Washington bureau chief 
for the Texas Tribune, said 
Trump has significant con-
trol over Texas, which has 
the single most powerful 
congressional delegation at 
the Capitol.

 “The fear among Repub-
licans on Capitol Hill to op-
pose (Trump) on anything 
is very palpable because 
he has that Twitter feed,” 
Livingston said. “In 30 sec-
onds, he could send out a 
tweet about an individual 
member of Congress and 
destroy them in a primary.”

 Thompson, a reporter 
for The Washington Post, 
said there is a demoniza-
tion of the press that co-
exists with an understand-
ing that journalists will  

continue to do their jobs.
 “We’re going to be there,” 

Thompson said. “We’re go-
ing to write stories. We’re 
not going to shut up. That’s 
all to say that it’s more 
complicated than it seems, 
and we all understand we 
have to have tough skin.”

 All three panelists agreed 
young journalists shouldn’t 
be afraid to cover stories 
and should accept the 

personal repercussions of  
being a journalist.

 “People are going to get 
ugly, get in your face and 
make you cry,” Burnett 
said. “That’s because you’re  
doing your job.”

 Nicole Cobler, journal-
ism senior and president of 
UT’s Society of Professional 
Journalist chapter, helped 
organize the event and 

More than 500 people tes-
tified at the Texas State Cap-
itol Thursday concerning a 
bill that would prevent cities 
from determining their own 
immigration policies. 

The Senate State Affairs 
Committee met Thursday 
morning for the first pub-
lic hearing of the proposal, 
Senate Bill 4. The bill, also 
known as the sanctuary cities 
bill, would reinforce state-
wide compliance with federal 

immigration laws.
Charles Perry, R-Lub-

bock and author of the bill, 
said the core mission of this 
bill is to restore the law and 
apply it without prejudice. 
Perry said the result of not 
complying with the law is an  
undermined society.

“The real cost of continu-
ing to foster, nurture and 
encourage the contempt of 
the culture, the contempt for 
our legal system and the laws 
contained within is the loss 
of public trust,” Perry said 
during the hearing.

The bill would allow law 
enforcement officers to ques-
tion the immigration status 
of those involved in a crime. 
Immigrants in custody would 
also be subject to review by 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officers and 
face the threat of deportation,  
according to the bill. 

Additionally, cities failing 
to enforce federal immigra-
tion laws would be denied 
state grants for a year, ac-
cording to the bill’s fiscal 
note from the Legislative 

Burglaries and thefts in the 
Austin area have been steadily 
declining since 2007, accord-
ing to Austin Police Depart-
ment’s Annual Crime and  
Traffic Reports.

In 2007, APD reported 8,031 
burglaries and 34,461 thefts. 
Nine years later, burglaries 
have decreased by 34.9 percent 
and thefts by 22.2 percent, with 
5,255 burglaries and 26,182 
thefts reported in 2016, accord-
ing to the year-to-date data in 
the Chief ’s December Monthly 
Report. Thefts are consistent-
ly the highest reported crime,  
according to both reports.

Sgt. James Kettleman, who 
supervises APD’s burglary 
unit, attributed these declines 
to changes in APD’s operations 
in recent years, specifically 
in the burglary unit. Prior to 
2010, detectives were set up in 
satellite offices throughout the 

Former Sen. Kevin El-
tife, businessman James 
Conrad Weaver and at-
torney Janiece Longo-
ria are one step closer to 
being the newest mem-
bers of the University 
of Texas System Board  
of Regents.

The Senate Nomina-
tions Committee voted 
to approve the nomi-
nations of the three UT 
Board of Regents appoin-
tees Thursday morning.  
Their confirmations now 
are contingent on a full  
Senate vote.

No objections to the 
regents nominees were 
made, and the vot-
ing results showed six 
in favor, zero against 
and Sen. Borris Miles, 
D-Houston, abstaining. 
Sen. José Menéndez, 
D-San Antonio, was not  
in attendance.

All three regent ap-
pointees are UT gradu-
ates and have ties to the 
University. Eltife served 
as a Republican state 
senator from Tyler from 
2004 to Jan. 9, 2017. 
Weaver is the CEO of 
the San Antonio-based 
McCombs Partners, an 
investment management 
company. Longoria is the 
former vice chairman 
of the Board of Regents 
and would turn over her 
role as president-elect 
of Texas Exes upon her  
regent approval.  
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Senate hears sanctuary cities bill
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Senator Eddie Lucio, D-Brownsville, listens to more than 500 
people testify at the Texas State Capitol Thursday morning. 
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privatize child welfare
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Panel stresses robust, truthful reporting
CAMPUS
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Professional journalists John Burnett, Abby Livingston, and 
Krissah Thompson speak in a panel discussion on Feb. 2.
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said the student journalists 
wanted to push their fellow 
peers to consider the impor-
tance of ethical reporting 
using reliable sources.

 “There sort of seems 
to be a growing distress 
(towards) the press from 
some readers,” Cobler said. 
“It’s an important time for  

journalists to think about 
how we can be fair and ac-
curate in our coverage.”

 Journalism professor 
Robert Quigley said he 
thinks the panel inspired 
students to feel confident 
as young reporters.

 “To me, this is the time 
to be a journalism stu-
dent,” Quigley said. “You 
can hear that coming from 
professionals who are 

out there doing this ev-
ery day that they are em-
boldened and going to do 
their jobs and do it fairly  
and accurately.”

Undeclared freshman Isa-
iah Zaragoza said he thinks 
fake news is meant for  
the tabloids.

“I felt the most inspiring 
thing was what (Burnett) 
said about how this new 
administration is going 

to give more journalists 
work,” Zaragoza said. “I’m 
ready to do that work.” 

The event took place at 
the Moody Auditorium and 
was sponsored by the Asian 
American Journalists As-
sociation, National Associ-
ation of Black Journalists, 
the National Association 
of Hispanic Journalists and 
SPJ. It was free and open to 
the public.

city. Today, all officers in the 
unit work in the same space, 
a contributing factor to their 
increased ability to identify 
crime trends, Kettleman said.

“When we’re not together, 
we’re not as aware of what 
the other group is doing,” 
Kettleman said. “When we 
combine our efforts it’s more 
effective when it comes to fil-
ing charges. We’re more apt 
to identify trends and show 
if someone is responsible for 
other burglaries as well.”

The Texas Penal Code de-
fines a theft as a person tak-
ing another’s property with 
the intent to deprive them of 
that property. A burglary, on 
the other hand, occurs when 
a person enters a residence or 
other building not open to 
the public with the intent to  
commit a felony, theft  
or assault.

Thefts in the Austin area 
are consistently reported and 
occur at a rate four to five 
times higher than burglaries, 
according to APD’s annual 
crime reports. This differ-
ence is primarily due to the 
fact that most thefts occur as 
a crime of opportunity, while 
burglaries are premeditated 
and require more planning,  
Kettleman said.

“If someone leaves a phone 
on a counter at a store and 
they walk away and someone 
else picks it up, the person 
in line wasn’t standing there 
to steal, the opportunity just 
presented itself,” Kettleman 
said. “It’s a much bigger thing 
to kick someone’s door in and 
take someone’s property.”

Similar to city-wide  
averages, thefts are also the 
most commonly reported 
crime to the UT Police De-
partment, according to their 
crime reports. While the 
UTPD primarily responds to 
on-campus crimes, their juris-
diction stretches beyond the  
campus area.

“Most of our buildings are 
open to the public during the 
day and most things stolen 
are left out in the open and 
unattended,” UTPD Lt. Lau-
ra Davis said in an email. 
“(The most thefts happen) 
when people leave their 
items unattended. Bikes, lap-
tops then cell phones are the 
most common.”

The Austin burglary rate 
has consistently been lower 
than the national average in 
recent years, according to 
APD’s annual crime reports. 
Thefts, however, continue 
to be consistently higher 
than the national average 
and surrounding compar-
ison cities, such as Dallas 
and Houston, despite these  
yearly declines.

To prevent burglary and 
theft, APD and UTPD 
recommend securing all 
doors, locks and windows 
of personal residences at 
all times, as well as engrav-
ing or marking personal 
items with a state-issued ID 
or driver’s license number 
and keeping personal items  
closely attended.

“Often burglaries are 
committed by individuals 
who take advantage of easy 
targets,” APD wrote on their 
burglary prevention tips web 
page. “Don’t make it easy  
for them.”

Budget Board.
Sen. Eddie Lucio, 

D-Brownsville, said he op-
poses the bill because it 
creates an environment of 
distrust between citizens 
and law enforcement, which 
could potentially result in a 
lack of protection for victims 
and witnesses of crimes.

“Because of the size and 
the diversity of our state, 
communities, cities and 
counties … know and under-
stand their needs and prior-
ities best,” Lucio said during 
the hearing. “Forcing local 
law enforcement to assume 
responsibility for enforc-
ing federal immigration law 
not only goes against that 
principle, but undermines 
trust between police and  
immigrant communities.”

Several critics of the pro-
posed law said they were 
concerned about the im-
plications of the vague lan-
guage used in the bill. Many 
people who gave public tes-
timony during the hearing 
expressed concern about 
police taking on roles as im-
migration officers.

In light of the Legislature’s 
discussion on sanctuary  

cities, J.B. Bird, UT director 
of media relations, confirmed 
UT is not legally allowed to 
become a sanctuary campus, 
however he said the Univer-
sity will continue to respect 
students’ privacy.

“The university police, 
following statewide law en-
forcement practice, do not 
ask for a student’s immigra-
tion status,” Bird said. “UT is 
firmly committed to protect-
ing student privacy and will 
not change those policies or 
values, in accordance with 
state and federal law.”

Gov. Greg Abbott de-
clared sanctuary cities an 
emergency item during his 
State of the State Address 
Tuesday. While bills usually 
cannot pass until after the 
first 60 days of a legislative 
session, an emergency item 
can be voted on by legisla-
tors before then.

Sally Hernandez, a new 
sheriff in Travis County, re-
cently announced intentions 
to not fully comply with 
federal immigration author-
ities. In response to these 
actions representing sanc-
tuary city policies, Abbott 
said he canceled criminal 
justice grants to the county 
on Wednesday, according to 
the Texas Tribune. 

Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lub-
bock, said Carson’s agency is 
a guinea pig for what the bill 
would do. 

“Communities want to take 
care of their children we just 
need to approach them the right 
way and make sure the funding 
is there,” Perry said.  

Scott McCown, UT Law pro-
fessor and director of the Chil-
dren’s Rights Clinic, opposed 
aspects of privatization under 
SB 11. 

McCown said he recognizes 
the good done by Carson’s orga-
nization, but said it could all be 
accomplished without the state 
turning over case management.  

Defending SSCCs, Schwert-
ner said the state is still 
responsible for represent-
ing the children and is not 
“abdicating or outsourcing  
its responsibility.” 

“Some metropolitan areas 
would do great freed from the 
shackles of how the state does 
this,” Schwertner said.  

McCown also said  

privatizing case management 
would put caseworkers out of 
jobs and halt any improvements 
within the system. 

Schwertner said current 
caseworkers would be giv-
en preferential hiring by the 
SSCCs or have the oppor-
tunity for upward mobility  
within the agency.

Henry Whitman, commis-
sioner of the Department of 
Family and Protective Services, 
said caseworkers have the hard-
est job in the world.    

“I was shocked on what these 

people have to do on a daily 
basis,” Whitman said. “What I 
found was we probably place 
too much emphasis on get-
ting to the next person and we 
lose the fact that casework-
ers really want to spend time  
with these families.” 

No specific determinations 
have been made as to how SB 11 
would affect state spending.  

The committee left SB 11 
pending and said they would 
work through the process 
with the House to advance the  
bill appropriately.

During last week’s nomi-
nation hearing on Jan. 26, the 
committee heard testimony 
from each of the appoin-
tees, all of whom stressed 
the importance of college 
affordability, access to high-
er education and increasing 
four-year graduation rates.

“Nothing is more im-
portant than higher ed-
ucation and making it 
accessible to all Tex-
ans,” Eltife said at last  
Thursday’s hearing.  

Several senators also 
addressed the need to in-
crease communication 

between the legislature 
and the board, citing 
UT Chancellor William 
McRaven’s recent $200 
million land purchase in 
Houston, which the legis-
lature claims to have been 
left in the dark about.

If approved by the Sen-
ate, the new regents’ terms 
begin Feb. 1 and expire 
Feb. 1, 2023. Each of the 
three outgoing regents — 
Wallace Hall, Alex Cran-
berg and Brenda Pejovich 
— were appointed by for-
mer Gov. Rick Perry and 
began their term, which 
expires upon the approval 
of the incoming regents,  
in 2011.
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Molecular research offers 
a new avenue of studying 
dinosaurs outside of solely  
examining their fossils.

Elena Schroeter, a post-doc-
toral researcher at North Car-
olina State University, and 
Tim Cleland, a UT chemis-
try post-doctoral researcher, 
worked together to extract 
and analyze the peptides of an 
80 million-year-old Brachylo-
phosaurus dinosaur.

Peptides are small pro-
tein molecules consisting of 
roughly 2-50 amino acids that 
control numerous functions, 
such as fighting off disease and 
helping the body grow. 

The flightless dinosaur’s 
collagen, a commonly found 
structural protein, was similar 
to that of modern crocodiles 
and basal birds, such as ducks  
and chickens. 

Schroeter said the team 
used mass spectrometry and 
bioinformatic software to 
detect the peptide sequenc-
ing. The mass spectrometer 
revealed the structure of the 
peptide molecules, and bio-
informatics software then ran 
the data through a large da-
tabase to tell the researchers 
what exact peptides were in 
the sample. 

“The software actually tells 
us what we have in our sam-
ple, searching against databas-
es of known proteins, so that 
way we actually know we have 
collagen and it gives us a level 
of statistical confidence in our 

identifications,” Cleland said.
Schroeter said the dinosaur 

remains give the scientists a 
basic look into the phyloge-
ny of the dinosaur, or how it 
is genetically related to other 
animals. She added that with 
enough information about 
peptide sequencing, any dino-
saur can be placed accurately 
on a phylogenetic tree. 

Cleland said the collagen 
peptides offer the team a look 
into the evolution of dinosaurs 
and how this species relates to 
other animals.

“(This study) gives you 
the opportunity (to see) how 
the molecules change over 
time, allowing you to put the 
proteins into an evolution-
ary context,” Cleland said. “It 
also gives information about 
how proteins are preserved  
in bones.”

The pair based their study 
on the 2007 research of Mary 
Schweitzer, North Carolina 
State University paleontologist 
and the first person to ever ex-
tract proteins from a dinosaur, 
a T. rex. In 2009, Schweitzer 
first recovered eight Brachylo-
phosaurus peptides.

Schroeter said studying the 
molecular makeup of a fos-
sil can incur a lot of backlash 
from within the science com-
munity because contamina-
tion of the data is very likely. 
The tiniest organism can land 
on the extraction tools, ruin-
ing the results of the analy-
sis and rendering the study’s  
results a false positive, she said. 

“I took the same  
sample, and different  

protocols and more strict 
parameters throughout, and 
I also used much more strict  
anti-contamination proce-
dures while comparing the 
samples,” Schroeter said.   

Schroeter said she used 
more powerful and ac-
curate methods to ana-
lyze the Brachylophosau-
rus sample than what had  
previously been used.

Due to the enhanced ex-
traction processes, Schroeter 
said this study was able to find 
six new peptides in addition 
to the initial eight peptides 
found in the 2009 extraction  
by Schweitzer. 

“(In) the original paper, the 
machine did high resolution 
for the first measurement, 
but low resolution for the sec-
ond measurement,” Schroter 
said. “In this paper, I used 
high resolution for both of 
those measurements and then 
used more stringent discov-
ery settings to analyze those  
pieces later.” 

Schroeter said the next step 
is to look into proteins other 
than collagen so that molec-
ular dinosaur research can  
be expanded. 

“Right now, everything we 
know about how dinosaurs are 
related to each other is based 
solely on the shape of their 
bones,” Schroeter said. “The 
hope is that if we can get se-
quences from other dinosaurs, 
we can actually start to test 
hypotheses about the evolu-
tionary relationships of dino-
saurs using more than just the 
shapes of skeletons.”

UT astronomy profes-
sor J. Craig Wheeler re-
cently discovered more 
information about the his-
tory of red supergiant Be-
telgeuse, the ninth-bright-
est star in the night sky 
and the shoulder of the  
constellation Orion. 

Wheeler recently re-
leased research claim-
ing that Betelgeuse, pro-
nounced “Beetlejuice,” 
may have originally had 
a companion star that it  
later absorbed.

Wheeler first began 
studying Betelgeuse about 
seven years ago in an at-
tempt to estimate when 
the star will explode as a 
supernova. His new com-
panion-star theory was 
formed when studying 
models of Betelgeuse to 
analyze its size and tem-
perature. When studying 
the models, he also no-
ticed irregularities about 
the speed at which the  
star spins.

According to Wheeler’s 
paper, Betelgeuse spins 
at approximately 15 kilo-
meters per second while 
most red supergiants 
spin at about 0.1 kilome-
ters per second. Wheeler 
said one explanation for 
this is that Betelgeuse 
gained the angular mo-
mentum of the other star  
it consumed.

“Nobody had ever 
looked at models of the 
rotation,” Wheeler said. 
“It’s spinning much too 
fast compared to the 
(standard) model of a red 
giant. As a red giant ex-
pands, it slows down. We 
just couldn’t understand 
how (Betelgeuse) is rotat-
ing so fast, which led us to 
our hypothesis.”

Wheeler added that there 
is evidence suggesting  
Betelgeuse, at some point, 
shot matter out into space, 
which is consistent with a 
merger between two stars. 
However, he said this does 
not confirm his theory.

“I have no definite 
proof that the compan-
ion star existed,” Wheeler 
said. “We explored other 
possibilities, like maybe 
the data was incorrect or 
something was wrong with 
the computer models, but 
we kind of ruled that out 

because the (speed) dis-
crepancy is so big. People 
might come up with some 
other explanations, but I  
haven’t yet.”

If the companion star 
did exist, Wheeler esti-
mates that it would have 
been about the mass of 
the sun, assuming it was 
located where Betel-
geuse’s outer surface is 
now. Wheeler said this 
assumption raises more  
questions. 

“We haven’t yet ad-
dressed the question of 
how (the companion star) 
got there,” Wheeler said. 
“Was it born there or was 
it drug in? There’s a whole 
suite of issues we are just 
now defining. It’s diffi-
cult to answer questions 
like these for one partic-
ular system. It’s easier to 
address them statistical-
ly. Often progress comes 
by struggling with a  
question, though.”

The next stage for 
Wheeler’s team is study-
ing the inside of Betel-
geuse through a technique 
known as asteroseismolo-
gy, which uses waves hit-
ting the surface of a star 
to produce images of the 
star’s interior. Although 
Wheeler said it is tech-
nically more difficult to 
apply this process to a 

large star like Betelgeuse,  
asteroseismology should 
provide a more definite 
answer as to the star’s 
mass. He said he hopes 
that answer will help 
make progress deter-
mining when Betelgeuse 
will explode; his cur-
rent estimate is around  
100,000 years. 

 “I would still like to 
pin (the time frame) down 
more and what the clues 
would be if it continued 
as it is now,” Wheeler said. 
“It’s an interesting thing 
to try and work out. We 
know roughly what (the 
explosion) will look like. 
It will be about as bright 
as the moon for about 
three months, then fade 
away. It will be pretty  
dramatic when it goes.”

Wheeler said that while 
astronomy doesn’t affect 
people directly, it teach-
es them about humanity’s 
place in the universe.

“You, I or anybody else 
can go out tonight, find 
the constellation of Ori-
on and see Betelgeuse,” 
Wheeler said. “You can 
look at that star with your 
own eyes and be assured 
it will blow up someday. 
These astronomical ques-
tions teach us about our 
place — how we came to 
be and how we can be.”

Nearly two-thirds of as-
tronauts, after returning 
from space, have reported 
having vision problems. UT 
Southwestern researchers 
may have found the cause.

A team from UT South-
western recently discovered 
that damage to eyesight 
may be due to the absence 
of a changing day-to-night 
cycle of skull pressure in 
space. The team published 
their findings on Jan. 16 in 
the Journal of Physiology.

Deemed the most critical 
health problem for astro-
nauts in space, the study 
linked the mysterious vi-
sion problem to structural 
changes in astronauts’ eyes, 
said Benjamin Levine, UT 
Southwestern professor of 
internal medicine and last 
author of the study. 

“If you look behind (as-
tronauts’) eyes ... there’s 
evidence that there’s dam-
age,” Levine said. “It looks 
like it’s getting squashed  
from behind.”

The researchers had 
previously noted that 
astronauts have simi-
lar symptoms to those 
caused by elevated  
pressure inside the brain 

and set out to study 
how zero-gravity af-
fects this pressure, called  
intracranial pressure.

During this study, eight 
volunteers, assisted by 
NASA, were subjected to 
simulated zero-gravity and 
low gravity conditions. 
Researchers measured the 
pressure in volunteers’ 
brain tissue as they stood 
up or laid down, and com-
pared the measurements 
to those taken on earth at  
normal gravity. 

In earth conditions, in-
tracranial pressure is higher 
when lying down, and de-
creases after sitting up. The 
researchers found that low 
or zero-gravity conditions 
in space prevented a de-
crease in intracranial pres-
sure from occurring, keep-
ing intracranial pressure 
relatively high at all times. 
These results imply that 
day-to-night cycles on earth 
protect brains from illness 
caused by high intracrani-
al pressure, according to  
the study.

“You spend most of your 
days hopefully upright and 
not (lying down),” Levine 
said. “The human body is 
used to 16 hours a day of 
low pressure and 8 hours a 
day of higher pressure. In 

space, you can’t stand up, so 
the pressure is not patho-
logically elevated, but the 
brain can never get a rest.”

However, scientists need 
to conduct further research 
to fully understand how 
zero-gravity affects eye-
sight, said Rong Zhang, 
UT Southwestern associ-
ate professor of internal  

medicine and co-author of 
the study. Intracranial pres-
sure may affect the shape of 
eyes or cause swelling, but 
the mechanism is not clear, 
Levine added.

“We do not know the 
magnitude and potential 
impact of this problem, 
which may depend on the 
duration of space travel, 

individual tolerability, as 
well as the severity of the 
damage and the under-
lying pathophysiological  
mechanisms,” Zhang said.

In order to solve this 
problem, researchers hope 
to design devices that will 
simulate the pressure from 
standing upright during the 
day. Levine and colleagues 

are currently working with 
a garment company to 
create a negative pressure 
sleeping bag, which works 
by drawing blood away 
from the brain and lowering  
intracranial pressure.

“Now can we lower 
the pressure inside the 
brain and it give it a rest,”  
Levine said.
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Discovery aids efforts to prevent eye damage in space
HEALTH

By Freya Preimesberger
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BIOLOGY

Investigating dino evolution, 
researchers extract proteins
By Lawrence Goodwyn

@Tyler_Goodwyn

ASTRONOMY

Astronomer contends star 
may have engulfed neighbor

By Jack Stenglein
@thedailytexan
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FORUM

Forum: Refugee ban hits UT community
By Jordan Shenhar & Emily Vernon

Daily Texan Forum Editors

Here at the Daily Texan Forum, we seek to 
provide a platform for a variety of perspectives 
on the week’s topic of focus. Today is different. 
There are not multiple opinions worth print-
ing on President Donald Trump’s executive or-
der that keeps refugees and tourists from seven 
Muslim-majority nations out of the U.S., and 
which initially extended to U.S. permanent 
residents from those same nations.

The order won praise from both the Islam-
ic State and the neo-Nazi Daily Stormer blog, 
and it was roundly condemned by both immi-
gration and national security experts. It sub-
jected hundreds of innocents, whether fleeing 
persecution abroad or simply returning home, 
to harrowing detentions and the threat of de-
portation. And it didn’t block entrants from 
any of the countries whose residents had pre-
viously committed Islamist-inspired attacks in 
the U.S., limiting its appeal even to those in-
clined to support tight entry restrictions.

So this week’s Forum showcases a few differ-
ent takes on what the ban means and what you 
can do about it. Evan Rathjen and Irene Gomez 
of the Liberal Arts Refugee Alliance describe 
their work with Austin’s refugee community, 
particularly through partnerships with local 
organizations such as Refugee Services of Texas 
and Casa Marianella. Levi Joseph, whose Jewish 
grandparents fled Europe during World War II, 
explores the historical roots of anti-refugee sen-
timents in the United States. Finally, Mrinalini 
Shah, the director of UT’s chapter of the Ameri-

can Civil Liberties Union, writes on how to mo-
bilize against misguided immigration policies 
on the state and local level. 

One of the biggest stories of both Trump’s elec-
tion and the blowback it inspired is that no voice 
is too small to make a difference. As always, we 
encourage you to make yours heard by reaching 
out to us at editor@dailytexanonline.com.

Shenhar is a Plan II, economics, and govern-
ment senior from Westport, Connecticut. Ver-
non is a rhetoric and writing sophomore from 
The Woodlands. 

In a small living room in Austin, Tex-
as, a map covered in thumbtacks takes up 
most of the wall. Through every series of 
thumbtacks runs a piece of colored string, 
following the travels of just one resident at 
the international emergency shelter Casa 
Marianella. Across the map stretches a rain-
bow of journeys from countries across the 
globe. What the strings cannot tell you, the 
friendly residents of Casa tell stories of trag-
edy, but also of triumph in the face of perse-
cution and violence.

As the world faces the largest refugee cri-
sis since World War II, the Texas and feder-
al governments both meet displaced people 
with hostility. But for the past three years, 
the Liberal Arts Refugee Alliance has sought 
to challenge misinformation and fear in our 
community. Working with organizations like 
Casa Marianella, we’ve met asylum seekers 
who spent six to nine years traveling through 
six to nine countries. Through resettlement 
agencies like Refugee Services of Texas, we’ve 
worked alongside professional dancers, engi-
neers, theologians and teachers with promis-
ing careers that have been put on hold.

You might find these Austin residents bag-
ging your groceries or driving your taxi as they 
enter an unwelcoming economy and political 
climate. However, despite Governor Abbott’s 
disapproval, Texas has been leading the way 
in housing refugees for the past few years, with 
about 11 percent of the nation’s total population 
of refugees resettled in the Lone Star State. And 
in Austin alone, we have over 12,000 refugees 
— not including asylum seekers.

University of Texas students we have talk-
ed with are surprised to discover that many 
of their peers they walk the Forty Acres with 
everyday are refugees themselves. LARA 
strongly believes that understanding different 
groups of people comes from direct contact, 
and as an organization, we seek to connect 
students and refugees through meaningful 
service activities. From adult language part-
ner programs to high school mentorships 
to elementary arts and crafts, we’ve toured 
museums, grown vegetables and even helped 
win a court case. We’ve felt inspired, amused 

and challenged by our work with refugees. 
Not once have we ever been made to feel 
threatened or unsafe — a sentiment echoed 
by LARA’s numerous volunteers.

It is our firm belief that if President 
Trump or Governor Abbott had a chance 
to sit down and have a cup of tea with our 
all-women ESL group, put their hands in the 
soil next to a Burmese refugee or maybe just 
share stories and pictures of their families 
with the friendly faces at Casa Marianella, 
their hearts and minds would change. Until 
then, we challenge the UT student body, the 
Austin community and citizens of the Unit-
ed States to look beyond the stereotypes 
perpetuated by the news about refugees, 
immigrants and asylum-seekers. They are 
our neighbors, our friends, our co-workers 
and our fellow Americans and they share 
the same hopes, dreams and desires we do. 
History is watching.

Rathjen is a history and English junior 
from Oklahoma City. Gomez is a sociology 
junior from Wimberley.

Donald Trump’s immigration agenda has 
hit Texas within days of his taking office. Over 
the weekend, Trump signed two executive or-
ders to start building a border wall and ban 
immigration from seven majority Muslim 
countries. This week, Governor Abbott and 
the Texas legislature have mimicked his ef-
forts, targeting immigrant communities. This 
is a time of great threat and great opportunity 
that has pushed students of all backgrounds 
to get involved in the formation of the laws 
they are governed by.

This week, Governor Abbott cut funding for 
Travis County programs benefiting children, 
women, families and veterans when Sally Her-
nandez, Travis County Sheriff, refused to coop-
erate with federal immigration enforcement on 
policies similar to Senate Bill 4 that she believed 
did not benefit Travis County. Following this, 
the Texas Senate proposed SB4, or the “sanctu-
ary cities” bill, which, if passed, would require 
police officers to enforce federal immigration 
policy and allow noncitizens to be detained 
or deported for offenses as minor as traffic vi-
olations. Many are concerned that the bill will 
encourage racial profiling and deter victims and 
witnesses from reporting crimes. Over 500 peo-

ple showed up to testify at the bill’s hearing this 
Thursday, which lasted well into the night. Tell-
ingly, Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, its author, 
left before close of business. 

This election has spurred a wave of grass-
roots movements throughout the city. The 
Women’s March in Austin drew around 50,000 
protesters adorned with Viva la Vulva t-shirts 
chanting, “This is what democracy looks like.” 
The legislature is in session this semester and 
a number of organizations have cropped up 
on campus — including a student chapter of 
the American Civil Liberties Union — to host 
community organizing trainings and legisla-
tive session workshops. Because the legislature 
is in session, new laws are being considered. 
This means you can call the representatives 
who will be voting on these bills, from home 
in your pajamas (DailyAction.Org is a good site 
to get started). If you are looking to volunteer 
in your community, the TRUST Coalition is a 
group of nonprofits dedicated to promoting 
common sense immigration reforms. Many 
TRUST partners are eager for new volunteers, 
such as Grassroots Leadership and the ACLU 
of Texas. If the phone calls, community work 
or on-campus engagement sounds intimidat-
ing, try writing your opinions in the peace 
of your own home. You can submit an op-ed 
to the Daily Texan, like I am, and share your 
unique perspective on what’s affecting all of us. 

You don’t have to be a politics junkie to get 
involved in your community and you don’t 
have to know all the answers to demand 
change. There are people who have been work-
ing to create safer, more inclusive communities 

for longer than you or I. You don’t have to re-
invent the wheel — just support their efforts. 
The power of the people starts with 10 minutes 
of your day.

Shah is a government senior from Temple.

My paternal grandfather, Hanz Rudolph Jo-
seph, fled Nazi Germany in 1937. He left Ger-
many carrying a passport emblazoned with 
a swastika and stamped with a large red “J,” 
placed there by the Nazi government to clearly 
identify him as a Jew. The United States initial-
ly denied him entrance, a reflection of the pre-
WWII American public’s concern about the 
economic impact of increased immigration. 
As a result of the U.S.’s decision, he spent two 
years in Cuba awaiting a visa. He was granted 
entrance to the U.S. in 1939. Rudolph Joseph 
went on to serve for nine years in the U.S. mil-
itary. He fought for the United States. He loved 
the United States. 

My maternal grandfather, Laszlo Ishtvan 
Ronai, fled Communist Hungary in 1956. In 
1941, fifteen years before he left Hungary, the Nazi 
Government imprisoned him in a labor camp, as 
his background as an engineer and his physical  
fitness made him “useful” to the war effort. The 

less “useful” members of my family were sent to 
a ghetto. He survived World War II only to see 
his country occupied again in 1945, this time by 
the USSR. After the failed Hungarian Revolu-
tion of 1956, Laszlo Ronai came to the United 
States. He started a business here. He raised a 
family here. He quickly became an American 
citizen. He loved the United States. 

Recently an old high school friend texted 
me in support of the ban on travel from seven  
predominantly-Muslim countries. When I asked 
him why he supported such a ban, he explained 
that he thought we needed to “take drastic mea-
sures” to “make some necessary changes” to 
“keep our country safe.” When I asked why blan-
ket bans on specific countries were “necessary,” 
he stated that it was to prevent the immigration 
of “compromised individuals.”

I wonder if my German grandfather would 
have been categorized as “compromised” when 
he emigrated from Nazi Germany? I wonder 
if my Hungarian grandfather would have been 
categorized as “compromised” when he emi-
grated from Communist Hungary during the 
Cold War? I wonder if my parents would have 
ever met. I wonder if I would be alive today. 

It is reductive, ineffective and flat-out dis-
criminatory to only use nation of origin when 
making immigration decisions. An individual 
is so much more than his nation of origin. In 
many instances, these refugees are incredibly 
talented, possessing advanced degrees and 
skill sets that would benefit our country and 
economy. In almost every instance, they are at 
the very least incredibly motivated. Skilled or 
not, they bring grit and entrepreneurial enthu-
siasm to a society built on these traits.

It goes against basic economic theory and, 
more importantly, common human decency 
to deny legal immigrants entry based only on 
their nation of origin. These are human beings, 
complete with faces, families and dreams. We, 
as Americans, cannot view ourselves as excep-
tional if we do not behave in such a manner. 
We, as Americans, cannot look out on the 
Statue of Liberty with pride, while ignoring its 
message: “Give me your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the 
wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send 
these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift 
my lamp beside the golden door!”

Joseph is a supply chain management and 
Plan II senior from Dunwoody, Georgia.

Working with refugees can 
assuage irrational suspicions

Abandoning refugees violates 
America’s founding principles

FORUM FORUM

By Evan Rathjen & Irene Gomez
Liberal Arts Refugee Alliance 

Director & Volunteer Coordinator

By Levi Joseph
Daily Texan Forum Contributor

By Mrinalini Shah
American Civil Liberties Union  

UT Chapter Director

Immigration activists gear up for state-level battles
FORUM

Illustration by Audrey McNay | Daily Texan Staff

Photo by Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Protesters gather at Austin-Bergstrom International Airport on Jan. 30 to demonstrate against 
President Trump’s executive order restricting immigration from seven majority Muslim countries.



The long and grueling 
regular season is coming to 
an end for the No. 3 men’s 
and No. 2 women’s Long-
horn swim teams.

 After a year filled with 
progress and success, head 
coach Carol Capitani loves 
the look of her team heading 
into its final regular season 
meet with TCU. She said her 
squad is trending upward as 
championship season ap-
proaches.

 “You always want to be 
in the mix at the end of the 
year,” Capitani said. “Just to 
build a team from the very 

beginning and that’s been 
the story is just that you 
know every year you don’t 
know what’s going to hap-
pen but we want to be in 
the race, we want to be in 
the running you know to do 
something special.”

 The Longhorn men, de-
spite being reigning back-
to-back NCAA champions, 
enter the meet ranking third 
in the nation. And as senior 
Clark Smith said, a three-
peat is very much on the 
team’s radar.

 “Obviously we want to 
win again,” Smith said. “We 
kind of take that day by day, 
putting in as much effort as 
we can. I guess this year we 

kind of are considered un-
derdogs, not really expected 
to win it.”

 Adding to the emotions of 
last week’s Senior Day meet 
at home, the final regular 
season event also looks to be 
another emotional send off 
for the burnt orange. Head 
coach Eddie Reese said this 
senior class is crucial to the 
success of the team.

 “The tough part is, since 
they’ve been here every year, 
the training has gotten hard-
er and they put up with it,” 
Reese said. “They’ve helped 
me keep everyone else in 
line. We count on our se-
niors a lot.”

 The Longhorns resume 
competition on Friday at 4 
p.m. at the University Recre-
ation Center in Fort Worth.

Senior forward Shaquille 
Cleare isn’t one to call at-
tention to himself. He al-
ways uses “we” when speak-
ing to the media and never 
delves into talking about  
individual accomplishments.

 Take Texas’ thrilling 
84-83 win over Oklaho-
ma on Jan. 23 for example. 
Cleare imposed his will 
all night long. He scored 
a career-high 23 points, 
made a career-high 10-of-
14 field goals and tied his 
career high in rebounds 
with eight. But he uttered 
a mere five words to assess  
his performance. 

 “It’s a great feeling, man,” 
Cleare said.

 He quickly proceeded to 
talk about the team.

 “But to move off me a 
little bit, I’m surrounded by 
great guards,” Cleare said. 
“A lot of guys play with self-
ish guys. My guys are really 
unselfish. They share the 
ball well, and they put me 
in good positions.”

 Cleare’s humble, self-
less personality is one 
that surely resonates with 
head coach Shaka Smart, 
who constantly preaches 
about the importance of 
being devoted to the team. 
At a recent press confer-
ence, Smart raved about  
Cleare’s impact.

 “Shaq’s been our most 
consistent person this 
year (and) most consis-
tent teammate,” Smart 
said. “He’s been by far our 
most unselfish player on 
our team. He’s been a guy 
that has sacrificed at times, 
and his attitude has always  
been great.”

 Cleare has been around 
the block more than a few 
times. This is his 10th se-
mester of college. He played 
two seasons at Maryland, 
then had to sit out a year 
at Texas after transferring. 
With so much youth on this 
Texas roster, Cleare is like 
an elder statesman in the  
locker room.

 And while he may not be 
the most boisterous team-
mate, he still is one that 

players look up to.
 “We want him to speak 

up even more just because 
he knows a lot more than 
(the younger) guys,” Smart 
said. “He’s not the most 
outgoing, talkative guy 
around people, but when 
he does speak up, it car-
ries a lot of weight. I’ve just 
tried to encourage him — 
you’re never gonna regret 
speaking up and saying 
something. You’ll regret 
not saying it.”

 The past six games have 
been the most productive 
stretch of Cleare’s career. 
He’s averaging 8.5 points 
per game and shooting at 
a 57.9 percent clip during 
that span. One of the big-
gest reasons behind Cleare’s 
success is the improvement 
in his post play. Cleare’s 
crafty baby-hook shot has 
become a viable asset in  
his game.

 “He’s worked on it a lot,” 
Smart said. “His confidence 
has really grown there. Shaq 
is hard on himself. You’ve  
probably seen it in some 
of our games where he’ll 

shoot a jump hook and it’ll 
hit the front of the rim, and 
you can kind of see him 
grimace because he knows 
that’s a shot he can make.”

 The Longhorns (9-13, 
3-6 Big 12) travel to Fort 
Worth to meet TCU on 

Saturday. The Horned 
Frogs defeated Texas in 
the first meeting this sea-
son in Austin, 64-61. 
Freshman forward Jarrett  
Allen led Texas with 18 
points and nine rebounds.

 Texas struggled to  

contain TCU junior for-
ward Vladimir Brodziansky 
and freshman guard Jaylen 
Fisher. Brodziansky led all 
scorers with 19 points, and 
Fisher added 16 points.

 Texas tips off against 
TCU at noon.
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Zoe Fu | Daily Texan Staff
Senior Clark Smith glides through the water during his final 
season with Texas’ two-time reigning championship team. 
Smith is ready for his last regular season meet in Fort Worth 
on Friday.

We kind of take that day by day, putting 
in as much effort as we can. I guess this 
year we kind of are considered under-
dogs, not really expected to win it.

—Clark Smith, 
Senior

Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Senior forward Shaquille Cleare protects the ball against a Red Raider defender in Wednes-
day’s 62-58 home victory against Texas Tech. Cleare looks to stay hot against TCU on Feb. 4. 

Cleare leaves his footprint despite Texas’ woes 
MEN’S BASKETBALL

Longhorn men and women hit road for emotional last meet of season
SWIMMING AND DIVING
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Good sci-fi films make it 
easy to suspend disbelief. Bad 
ones don’t. Take “The Space 
Between Us,” which asks us to 
believe NASA would be dumb 
enough not to check if one of 
their astronauts is pregnant 
before a mission to Mars. 

Nonetheless, astronaut 
Sarah Elliot (Janet Mont-
gomery) shacks it up with an 
anonymous beau, hightails 
it to Mars and gives life to a 
son before succumbing to 
complications resulting from 
childbirth. Back on Earth, 
mission director Nathaniel 
Shepherd (Gary Oldman) 
decides to keep the child a se-
cret to avoid public outrage at  
NASA’s carelessness.

Sarah’s son, Gardner (Asa 
Butterfield), grows up on 
Mars under the guardian-
ship of one of the scientists, 
Kendra (Carla Gugino), and 
dreams of life on Earth. He’s 
formed an online friendship 
with a troubled Colorado girl, 
Tulsa (Britt Robertson). This 
idea pushes the boundaries 
of reasonability, as “The Space 
Between Us” takes place in the 
near future, and human tech-
nology doesn’t seem advanced 
enough to feasibly allow the 
kids to Skype each other 
without signal delay between 
Earth and Mars.

When Gardner uncovers 
a video of a man he believes 
to be his father, he resolves to 
finally journey back to Earth 
and find the only family he 
has left. NASA manages to 
shuttle him back, but Shep-
herd realizes Gardner’s body 
is unsuited for our planet’s 
environment, and he will die 
if he does not return to Mars. 

But Gardner couldn’t care 
less about his impending de-
mise — he flees from NASA, 

The No. 12 Longhorns 
seek to build momen-
tum before Monday’s di-
vision-defining showcase 
against No. 2 Baylor.

Texas hosts Kansas State 
on Saturday in the teams’ 
first matchup of the season. 
The Wildcats are the Long-
horns’ first opponent with a 
winning conference record 
since their Jan. 17 contest 
against Oklahoma. 

Barring a huge upset from 
TCU over Baylor, a Tex-
as win on Saturday means 
that Monday’s game against 
the Bears would decide the 
sole ownership of the No. 
1 seed in the Big 12, which 
in turn could affect seed-
ing for the approaching Big  
12 tournament. 

Given what’s at stake, 
head coach Karen Aston 
isn’t taking any chances by 
looking too far ahead. 

“We’ve taken one day at a 
time, and it wouldn’t matter 
who we were playing Satur-
day, Monday, Tuesday — it 
doesn’t matter what we’re 
doing,” Aston said. “I’m not 
the type of coach anyway 
that would look ahead.” 

The Wildcats enter Sat-
urday’s game riding a 
two-game winning streak 
and sit comfortably at 
fourth place in the Big 
12, just ahead of No. 22  
West Virginia.

Texas, meanwhile, has 
yet to drop a game in 2017. 

The Longhorns boast a 
flawless 11–0 conference 
record — part of a 15-game 
winning streak that ties the 
12th longest in program 
history.

Texas is coming off a 
85-71 road win over Okla-
homa State on Wednesday 
evening. Junior guard Ari-
el Atkins carried much of 
the offensive load against 
the Cowgirls, pouring in 
a career-high 26 points on 

11-13 shooting in just 23 
minutes of action. 

Senior center Kelsey 
Lang collected her ninth ca-
reer double-double against 
the Cowgirls, adding 21 
points and 12 rebounds to 
go along with two blocks in 
34 minutes.

Four of Texas’ five 
starters contributed dou-
ble-digit scoring numbers, 
marking the 17th time this 
season that three or more 

players have posted 10 or 
more points in a game.  

Lang will likely have 
her hands full with cen-
ter Breanna Lewis, Kansas 
State’s leading scorer and 
rebounder. The senior is 
averaging 14.4 points and 
8.9 rebounds through 23 
games and is one of only 24 
Wildcats to notch at least 
1,000 career points and  
500 boards. 

Despite having a young 

squad, Aston is con-
fident her players can  
stay focused. 

“We come in here Sat-
urday with, again, another 
team that’s fighting for a 
bid,” Aston said. “I don’t 
think we’ll get into that. 
I don’t think we’ll have a 
problem with that. ” 

Texas and Kansas State 
hit the hardwood Saturday 
at 5 p.m. in the Frank Er-
win Center.

Although America’s fur-
ry symbol of spring saw 
its shadow on Groundhog 
Day, another season has ar-
rived, nonetheless — base-
ball season.

The Longhorns are ready 
to kick off their 2017 sea-
son at UFCU Disch-Falk 
Field in the annual Texas 
Baseball Alumni Game on 
Saturday at 2 p.m.

Saturday’s friendly match-
up serves as a homecom-
ing for many burnt orange 
alums who have laid the 
groundwork of tradition 
for the Texas baseball pro-
gram. Longhorn fans can 
expect to see the faces of 
current major leaguers on 
the field, including last 
season’s graduates: catcher 
Tres Barrera and pitcher  
Ty Culbreth.

New head coach Da-
vid Pierce looks forward 

to his first alumni game 
and understands its sig-
nificance to the history of  
the program.

“We have some tremen-
dous history,” Pierce said. 
“We get to socialize with 
those guys, have a dinner 
with them and hopeful-
ly our players understand 
that history that they’ve  
created here.”

Regardless of the game’s 
outcome, the Longhorns 
will have their first op-
portunity to set the tone 
for 2017. Senior infield-
er Kacy Clemens aims to 
spark the team’s offen-
sive power and create a 
high-scoring mentality 
for the Longhorns.

“We’re here to rake,” 
Clemens said. “We’re not 
afraid of anybody. There’s 
no more playing for one 
run. We’re playing to score 
every single inning. That’s 
kind of our mindset now.”

An aggressive offense 

for Texas is likely to be 
fueled by the long ball 
after the outfield fences 
were retracted during the 
off-season. But redshirt 
junior pitcher Morgan 
Cooper said he believes 
the ballpark will still be a  
pitcher’s playground.

“They’ve still got to hit 
it,” Cooper said. “Some 
balls in that past that have 
hit the wall are going to go 
out but the mentality as a 
pitcher is, they’ve still got 
to hit it.”

With both pitchers and 
hitters eager to put on a 
show, the Longhorns expect 
to make a trip to the College 
World Series this year. Red-
shirt junior infielder Bret 
Boswell said the chemistry 
amongst the squad can be 
a catalyst for success in the  
upcoming season. 

“We’re really excited,” 
Boswell said. “This is the 
tightest I think we’ve ever 
been since I’ve been here. 

We’re really looking for-
ward to what we’ve got 
coming for us.”

But the road to Oma-
ha won’t necessarily be 
smooth for Texas. The team 
must overcome the adversi-
ty it has faced as a result of 
two disappointing seasons 
in 2015 and 2016. Coo-
per recognizes Texas’ past 
struggles and highlights 
Pierce’s crucial role in 
bringing the team back to  
championship form.

“Everybody wants to 
beat us and we’ve got to 
bring it everyday,” Coo-
per said. “So he needs to 
be tough and I think he’s 
done a great job of letting 
us know we’ve struggled in 
the past but we’ve got the 
guys to do it.”

During his first season 
at the helm, Pierce said he 
is focused on helping play-
ers avoid undue pressure 
and rebuild their confi-
dence in time for playoffs.

“What I’d like to see 
them do is ... understand 
how talented they could 
possibly be and really 
have confidence in them-
selves to go out and play,” 
Pierce said. “To me, there 
is a sense of hunger where 
they have a bitter taste in 
their mouth and they want 
to make a difference this 
year.”

MOVIE REVIEW | ‘THE COMEDIAN’

By Vanessa Le
@vanesssale
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Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Redshirt junior Bret Boswell connects with the ball in his wheelhouse and looks to be an offensive threat for Texas in the upcoming season. Boswell was 
named shortstop on the Big 12 Baseball Championship All-Tournament team after hitting .600 and slugging .933. 

SIDELINE

By Dalton Phillips
@Dalton_Tweets
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TODAY IN  
HISTORY

1876
Albert Spalding 
opens the first 
sports goods 
company 
with $800, 
manufacturing 
the first official 
baseball, tennis 
ball, basketball, 
golf ball and 
football. 

“Once you accept 
people for who they 
are and not who you 
need them to be, you 
give them the space 

to surprise you.”

Imani Boyette
@ImaniBoyette

TOP TWEETWe’re here to rake. 
We’re not afraid of 
anybody. There’s no 
more playing for one 
run. We’re playing 
to score every single 
inning. That’s kind of 
our mindset now. 

—Kacy Clemens, 
Senior infielder

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Senior center Kelsey Lang dodges a West Virginia defender during her 13-point night to boost the Longhorns to a 69-54 victo-
ry on Jan. 29. Texas has won 15 straight games. 

Women’s golf heads 
to Orlando for UCF 
Challenge

The 19th-ranked Long-
horn women head to 
Orlando, Florida, to play 
in the UCF Challenge at 
Eagle Creek Golf Club on 
Sunday.

Central Florida is set 
to host a strong field of 
women golfers in the 54-
hole stroke play tourna-
ment lasting over a span 
of three days.

Texas last appeared at 
the Las Vegas Collegiate 
Showdown on Oct. 25, 
finishing in fourth place 
to collect its fifth top-four 
ranked showcase in all 
five fall tournaments. The 
team also tied its lowest 
18-hole program history 
record with a score of 277 
at the event.

Freshman Greta Volker 
carried her team with a 
7-under 65 performance 
to tie the Longhorn re-
cord and finish in second 
place just one stroke be-
hind the winner.

“Overall, this fall was 
solid, and we haven’t even 
scratched the surface of 
what we are capable of,” 
head coach Ryan Murphy 
said after the showdown. 
“I look forward to watch-
ing this team get better 
and better.”

Volker and her fellow 
senior teammates Julia 
Beck, Anne Hakula and 
Haley Mills also showed 
strong academic perfor-
mances off the field after 
landing on the Big 12 
Commissioner’s Honor 
Roll announced Friday.

Moving forward, Mur-
phy’s squad can carry its 
momentum into Sun-
day’s tournament and 
bring home more success 
during the season.

—Vanessa Le

SPORTS 
BRIEFLY

Longhorns host friendly alumni game 

Texas hosts Kansas State in preparation for Baylor
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

BASEBALL



Good sci-fi films make it 
easy to suspend disbelief. Bad 
ones don’t. Take “The Space 
Between Us,” which asks us to 
believe NASA would be dumb 
enough not to check if one of 
their astronauts is pregnant 
before a mission to Mars. 

Nonetheless, astronaut 
Sarah Elliot (Janet Mont-
gomery) shacks it up with an 
anonymous beau, hightails 
it to Mars and gives life to a 
son before succumbing to 
complications resulting from 
childbirth. Back on Earth, 
mission director Nathaniel 
Shepherd (Gary Oldman) 
decides to keep the child a se-
cret to avoid public outrage at  
NASA’s carelessness.

Sarah’s son, Gardner (Asa 
Butterfield), grows up on 
Mars under the guardian-
ship of one of the scientists, 
Kendra (Carla Gugino), and 
dreams of life on Earth. He’s 
formed an online friendship 
with a troubled Colorado girl, 
Tulsa (Britt Robertson). This 
idea pushes the boundaries 
of reasonability, as “The Space 
Between Us” takes place in the 
near future, and human tech-
nology doesn’t seem advanced 
enough to feasibly allow the 
kids to Skype each other 
without signal delay between 
Earth and Mars.

When Gardner uncovers 
a video of a man he believes 
to be his father, he resolves to 
finally journey back to Earth 
and find the only family he 
has left. NASA manages to 
shuttle him back, but Shep-
herd realizes Gardner’s body 
is unsuited for our planet’s 
environment, and he will die 
if he does not return to Mars. 

But Gardner couldn’t care 
less about his impending de-
mise — he flees from NASA, 

meets up with Tulsa and sets 
out on a journey that involves 
crashing a plane into a barn, 
stealing random cars and 
appropriating strangers’ elec-
tronic devices. But Bonnie 
and Clyde get away with their 
crimes and, because they’re 
in love, that somehow makes 
their felony-ridden road trip 
completely okay.

Yes, this isn’t just a sci-fi 
movie — it’s a teen romance 
sci-fi movie. So sit back and 
enjoy the incessant use of pop 
songs and scene after scene of 
Gardner professing his undy-
ing love for Tulsa. His compli-
ments are so cheesy that you’ll 
be wondering if the film-
makers were trying to make  
cinematic fondue.

And that’s a shame, because 
Butterfield and Robertson 
play their underwritten char-
acters very well. When the 
movie casts light on Gardner’s 
fish-out-of-water moments, 
such as his disarmingly sweet 
attempts at chivalry and his 
first experience with rain, 
“The Space Between Us” of-
fers glimpses of a more au-
thentic tale beneath its com-
mercial aspirations. Tulsa is 
similarly charming when she’s 
not causing property damage 

and determinedly leading 
the naive Gardner across the  
American West.

The adult characters, on 
the other hand, are dumb, 
but at least they aren’t one-di-
mensional villains. Shepherd 
and Kendra pursue Gardner 
because they are acting in his 
best interests, not because 
they want to deny him happi-
ness. Oldman and Gugino are 
talented enough to shine even 
when the writing doesn’t do 
them any favors.

All in all, 90 percent of “The 
Space Between Us” is toler-
able enough. The same can’t 
be said for the outright ridic-
ulous climax, which features 
a double twist, an impromptu 
spaceship launch and non-
sensical medical jargon. It’s so 
mind-numbingly stupid that 
even the teen demograph-
ic will raise their eyebrows. 
Gardner might be able to win 
Tulsa’s heart, but his movie 
won’t win ours.

As a sophomore in col-
lege with a 1.8 GPA, Leonard 
Moore was uncertain about 
his future in academia until a 
professor pulled him aside and 
showed him tough love. Now 
a history professor teaching at 
UT, he wants to give students 
the second chance he was  
once given.

“I really believe if he wouldn’t 
have invested in me, I wouldn’t 
be here, and I wouldn’t be able 
to in turn do that for other stu-
dents,” Moore said. 

The George Washington 
Carver Museum, Cultural 
Center and Geneaology Cen-
ter will be honoring history 
professor Dr. Leonard Moore 
and Dr. Reginald Baptiste, 
director of pre-health profes-
sions at Dell Medical School, 
for their work helping to al-
leviate the crisis in black edu-
cation — the national theme 

for Black History Month this 
year. Baptiste spent the last few 
years working to develop pro-
grams that expose youth to the 
medical field. Moore, associate 
vice president of academic di-
versity initiatives, works with 
students who come from low 
socioeconomic backgrounds 
to expand their academic pos-
sibilities through travel. The 
group has taken trips to Cape 
Town, South Africa and Bei-
jing, China.

“One of the greatest satisfac-
tions for me is when we take 
kids to South Africa or China 
and some have never been on 
an airplane before,” Moore 
said. “When we are flying and 
we are about to land, I glance 
over and look at those students 
looking out the window, and 
what you see is a person’s life is 
about to be changed.”

Para Agboga, site coordi-
nator for the George Wash-
ington Carver Museum and 
Cultural Center, said that both 

Moore and Baptiste have gone 
above and beyond to help 
expose students to oppor-
tunities they might not have  
otherwise discovered.

“They are trailblazers be-
cause they are willing to go 
out there and do something 
that may not have been done 
before, and they are passionate 
about what they do,” Agbo-
ga said. “They put all of their 
heart and soul into it.” 

Every year, the museum 
makes a banner with imag-
es and names of those who 
they believe embodied the 
year’s theme for Black History 
Month. Since the theme this 
year focuses on the crisis in 
black education, they felt the 
honor should fall to those who 
they felt recognized the crisis 
and did something to help. 

Baptiste said his past teach-
ers, such as his 8th grade life 
sciences teacher, inspired him 
to help young children discov-
er their possibilities.

“I had a lot of mentors  
growing up in the medical 
center that allowed me to 
work in their labs, so I am 
just trying to do what was 
done for me,” Baptiste said.

Baptiste helped develop 
medical programs for middle 
and high school students that 
introduce them to different 
health professions. They in-

clude monthly talks for high 
school students with health 
professionals and summer 
camps that allow them to 
have hands-on experience 
with medical experience.

Moore said he felt honored 
to be recognized, but his 
greatest joy is seeing 1,200 
underclassmen mature and 
develop their careers. Moore 

said he hopes he will make a 
difference in the lives of his 
students in the same way that 
his college professors posi-
tively impacted his own life. 

“(They) really motivated 
me and checked me when 
I needed to be checked,” 
Moore said. “But more im-
portantly constantly told me 
they believed in me.” 

Robert De Niro’s legendary 
career has earned him a place 
in the pantheon of great actors, 
but his current streak of medi-
ocrity truly disappoints, with 
his new film “The Comedian” 
falling right in with the trend. 

The film aims to be recog-
nized as a heartfelt dramedy, 
but its weak character devel-
opment lands it somewhere 
between a meandering mess 
and a second-rate Woody  
Allen imitation. 

De Niro plays Jackie Burke, 
an aging insult comic known 
for his role in “Happy Days” 
-like sitcom, “Eddie’s Home,” 

as the goofy father. At the be-
ginning of the film, Burke is 
touring comedy bars around 
New York City, resisting re-
quests to say the classic lines 
of his former character while 
also trying to make a name for 
himself as a stand-up comedi-
an. When prank vloggers in-
terrupt one of his shows, Burke 
loses his temper and lashes 
out, resulting in spending a 
short stint in prison and doing  
community service.

While serving out his com-
munity service sentence, Burke 
meets Harmony Schiltz (Les-
lie Mann), a younger, but still 
not quite young, daughter of 
millionaire Mac Schiltz (Har-
vey Keitel). Harmony is a free 

spirit who forces the world to 
meet her on her own terms, 
disappointing her father. The 
film focuses on the dynamic 
between Burke and Harmony 
but is filled in with smaller roles 
for a brilliant supporting cast 
including Danny DeVito, Patti 
LuPone and Cloris Leachman.

What makes watching “The 
Comedian” fun is mostly the re-
sult of great actors playing roles 
they obviously enjoy and not be-
cause of any substantial plot con-
tent. When entertaining second-
ary characters enter the scene, 
such as Lupone’s Leachman and 
DeVito’s exasperated brother, the 
movie loses its rhythm.

Celebrity comedians also play 
cameo roles in the film, such as 

the notably odd and self-serving 
decision to have Billy Crystal as 
himself. This raises the question: In 
the universe the movie has created, 
does the 1999 film “Analyze This,” 
starring Billy Crystal and Robert 
De Niro, exist? It raises the question 
for the viewer, if Billy Crystal exists, 
does Robert De Niro? It is a dis-
tractingly odd choice that rips the 
viewer out of the film just to wink 
at the audience.

The plot of the film is hard 
to describe in detail simply 
because there isn’t much of it 
to begin with. “The Comedi-
an” goes where it feels, which 
works for some movies, but this 
requires compelling, well-writ-
ten leads, which this film lacks. 
Though De Niro and Mann 

have strong chemistry and act 
well together, their roles are so 
paper-thin that they are im-
possible to emotionally invest 
in. Burke makes a few turns 
in the last act that show some 
hints of depth, but Mann is un-
derserved, with a typical love 
interest role and not much else, 
save for an out-of-nowhere,  
groan-inducing “twist.”

Director Taylor Hackford fails 
to add anything to the film, as the 
only semblance of style is relaxed 
jazz music and exterior shots of 
New York between scenes. Re-
portedly, De Niro has tried to 
make “The Comedian” for eight 
years, with a rotating door of di-
rectors including even Martin 
Scorcese. One cannot help but 

wish to see Scorcese’s version of this 
film, replacing Hackford’s drab, 
imitative direction with visually  
appealing style.

Like last year’s German film 
“Toni Erdmann,” “The Come-
dian” attempts to tell a comedic 
story with a focus on characters 
rather than humor. But where 
“Erdmann” played on the over-
worn dramedy tropes, “The Co-
median” falls headfirst into them, 
leaving an empty but somewhat 
amusing time at the movies.  
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Faculty honored for championing black education
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History profes-
sor Leonard 
Moore (pictured) 
and Reginald 
Baptiste, director 
of pre-health pro-
fessions at Dell 
Medical School, 
will be honored 
by the George 
Washington 
Carver Museum 
for their efforts 
in alleviating the 
crisis in black 
education. 
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THE COMEDIAN

Rating: R
Runtime: 119 minutes
Score:

Tedious sci-fi teen romance 
deserves banishment to Mars

TODAY IN  
HISTORY

1876

THE SPACE 
BETWEEN US

Runtime: 121 minutes
Rating: PG-13
Score: 

Courtesy of STX Entertainment
Gardner (Asa Butterfield) and Tulsa (Britt Robertson) are 
bogged down by cheesy romance in “The Space  
Between Us.”

De Niro misses punch line in aimless but enjoyable ‘Comedian’


