
Prea1d.eat llar17 D. 014eoaae 
Brook~ Colle~ · 

Dear Prealdent 014eoaae: 

!hie 1a a report ot wbat waa accoapl1ahe4 durin& tbe year 
Sept. 1946-.Sept. 1947, durilla •7 aab)».tical year trora Brookl7.Jl Collep. 

Yhe .foha SillOD CJiaepllhilil lle110r1al J'oimda.tioa. had ganted ile 
a ,_llowabip 1a order to .atuAF tbe M1aoan scripta aDd ~o ~1Dd out what 
tba cbaftcea were for a auccesaf'ul. decipheraent .• 

~he entire year -.. devoted to work oa tbe proJ~t. 

la Sept. 1946 tbe altuation was thia: altbou&h aOM thouaanda 
ot 1ucr1~1olla bad. been excavated 1a tbe couree of tbe last flft7 rear•• 
1••• tbaa oae tenth had been pu~11abed, or 1a aQT ~ aade acceaaible to 
acbolar8 ill paeral. !:beae caae trot n.rioua tTP•• of wr1t1ac. all 1D­
clwl84 1a 'be pneral term •MtllO&Jl scripta. • It wa• t117 luteliti_oa to ••• 
1f anal7a1a ot the aYallaole aater.w woUld '1Ad1cate an7 po.a1"b111t7 of 

· cleolpberaeat. 

!'he t1rat aix aoathB of tae 7e&:r were deyotecl to a.Dal7Zin&. 
clasa1f'71_q, and listing all tbat was knon of nrioua 1~• non to 
han been uaed 1a var 1oua laD4e border inc the Medi terrueaa Sea, on 'be 
theOJ7 \bat eo•• of tbese _, eventually prove to be uaetul 11l the de­
cipheraeat. Such au.lpee &llCl. clasaificat10Dc8 bad D.eYer beeG lliade. !1\e 
languacea lavol ved were .LJdan. ~clan. Carlan, SUl!leriiul, .lldtadiaa, llauTip, 
•tt1c, Blttite, ZIJ'pt~aa. a.ad aowae retmaata o~ otbera: !'heee are recorded. 
lA Yarlous aysteu of wr1t1n&. l:lieroctuhic. c:aaeifon, •ylla'b~. alpbalte\lc. . . 

ftie anal7a1s also iacludecl tbe aipa used in tba ftriOQa ayatea• 
ot writinc. ao .. of which bear .a reae•olance to 1U.aoan alpa. 

At the eD4 ot six aontha. -a co.plete classtf1catioQ of the pertinent 
-terial waa read7 tor uae • 

.t.ccor41DC to t orlpa.al. plan. tlae next a1x aoatha were to 'be 
dwotecl to a claaalficatioa of the JliDou ayatetae of wrltl.og (alreacly al110at 
C011Jtlete) and a careful aaa1,..1a ot the ••1c1encea of inflect ton. h .article 
o• certain eYidencea of 1atlect1oo had alr~ aeen publ1abed 'b7 the writer. 
aa4 a further article 011 declenalon 1a LiQar Cle.aa B of the acripta wae b7 
th1a tt .. 1a t~ banda of tbe ed1to~ or tbe r*-er1ean J.~ of Arcbaeolocr. 

A.t \h1a :po1at 1a the work. Sir J oha _,..e•. Profeseor of We• College 
and aoae other Collepa at Oxford, wbo was 1n c.barp ot the btacr1ptlone 
excavated 'Y Sir Artbar Bvaaa a' IAoaaoa 1a Crete. aa4 ~ben c-tting read7 -for 
'he publlcai:ioa ot th1a •terw. extended an larltation- to the writer to 
co e \o Oxford. to cop7 thia saterial for her oa uee 1a tbe problem. A• it 
turaed out, tbe 1DY1tation includ~ tbe pr1•11ece of as•1at1ag Mrr•• 1a pre-
paruc the -.terial tor puolico.tlon. · 


	AEKtoHDG19470923.01

