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Abstract

Primavera

Stephen Hunter Rothermel, M. Music

The University of Texas at Austin, 2017

Supervisor: Dan Welcher

Primavera is collaborative work for live saxophone quartet, fixed media, dance,
and media. The fixed media portion of the project contains two additional quartets, which
were recorded in the studio prior to the performance, as well as sampled piano and
vibraphone parts. The recorded quartets, Recorded I and Recorded II, were then
processed in a DAW and exported to provide the fixed media that accompanies the
quartet during live performance. The quartet members are supplied with a click track

during the performance.
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Primavera
For saxophone quartet and fixed media.

Performance Note

The saxophone quartet must perform with a click track provided in the Logic session file.
The Logic session also includes an option for an in ear mix to facilitate performance.

Note on the Score

The only music from the score that is performed live are the top four staves [indicated
with (Live)].

The other material in the score makes up the fixed media portion and is played through
monitors during the performance.

Quartets “Recorded I and “Recorded II” were recorded in the studio by the MODUS
quartet.

The piano and vibraphone parts are part of the fixed media, and are not recorded by live
musicians. rather, they are sampled instruments played back in a DAW.

Note on the Fixed Media

The fixed media is intended to mix with a balance to the live quartet. the intent was to blur the
distinction between what is being played on stage and what is coming out of the monitors. The
collected pre-recorded materials + the sampled piano and vibraphone that make up the fixed
media portion of the piece have a gradient of processing, ranging from none at all to sounds that
hardly resemble their sources.
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