AN
Wiy

N

September 8, 1946

Dr, As S, Romex
iduseum of Comparative Loology
Cembridge 38, llzssachusotts

Dear Doctor Komer:

The Acedemy of Natural Scicnces of Philadelphia is cone
templating to appoint e curator of paleontology, and the
grapevine infermation is thet I am.being considered for this
position. The Academy was at onc tius vory active in the
field of Tertiary invertebrate paleontology of the Gulf and
Atlantlie Coastal Plain. The pioneers of tinis branch of
paleontology, for instenee, 7. A, Conrad, Isaac Lea, S. G,
Horton, E. C. Lea, and '/, . Gabb, vorked thore and laf¢
their type matoerial there, Hence the collections of the
Academy becamo specialized and are foremost in this line.
The Academy is not well provided in other lincs of inverte-
brate paleontology. It is obvious trat, if o rovival of 4n-

~yortebrete paleontology is contaomplated, the Tortiary of the

Goustal Plain ‘shouild be tho field. In addition the Academy
has been vory strong in reeent mollusea, which are very use-
ful for comparison with Tertiary fossils but of very little
use for the Paleozoic or HHemozoic,

You are, of coursg, feamiliar with the fact that Tertiary
invertebrate paleontology is the neglected child, although
there is a greet noed for it in the Co:stal Plain., A great
deal of stratigraphic work is being done now in the Coastal
Plain and much has had to bo donc without the uid of inver-
tebrate paleontologye The hcademy could be of great national
service if it were to take up this line. It is my belief
that I am partieularly well-£itted for this work at the

- Academy on atcount of my extensivo ficld experience in the

Gulf Copms

tal Plein, I have donc stratigraphic and paleon-
orlel in the Coastal Plain sinee the carly '30's and

i

prded ns-ond of the suthorities. A combination of the
facilities of the scademy and my oxperience in the ficld
should'be ideal.

I/%m weil plosed haore and under the new directorship the
Bureauv, will improve sonsiderably. Howevor, the Bursau is

0 - ution we _huve to spend :
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and I’ have never beon ablo to do as much of it as I would have
like/go. Nevertheless I have made a very good showing in
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paleontology. I have about 60 publications tdlmy oredit and

many of these are stratigraphic or paleontologic., I am sending
you a separate of the latest publications, \ :

. A

It is my impression that you are familiar with some of
my work and know about me personally.; I weuld be very grate-
£1 if you could see your way clear o recommend me to the
President of the Asndemy ( seec address below). Dr. Sawin

promised to write to you also, and presumebly you will re-
ceive his letter soon.

With many thanks, I an

Sincerely yours

He B. Steénzel

Mr. Charles B. M. Cedwalgicr

The Academy 5L Netural Seic¢nces of Philadelphia
Nineteenth and the Parkway

Philadelphia o, Pemmsylvanie






