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Staurotypus Wagler
Mexican Musk Turtles

Staurotypus Wagler, 1830: 137. Type-species, Terrapene tripor-
cata Wiegmann 1828, by monotypy.

Clemmys (Staurotypus): Fitzinger, 1835:109.
Kinosternon (Staurotypus): Gray, 1844:34.
Staurotypus (Stauremys): Gray, 1864:127.
Stauremys Gray, 1869:180. Type-species, Staurotypus (Staure

mys) salvinii Gray 1864, by monotypy.
Staurotipus: Sumichrast, 1882b:34.
Saurotogpus: Deraniyagala, 1931: 1065.

• CONTENT.Two species, Staurotypus triporcatus and S. sal
vinii, are recognized.

• DEFINITION.These aquatic musk turtles are medium to large
(40 cm carapace length) with oval, strongly carinate carapaces. The
vertebral scutes are usually longer than broad; and eleven pairs of
marginal scutes are present. The nuchal bone possesses costiform
processes. The plastron is small; length less than 70% of the car
apace length. The triangular posterior plastral lobe is narrow and
lacks a hinge; the rounded anterior plastrallobe has a weakly kinetic
transverse hinge. A large endoplastron is present. Seven or eight
plastral scutes are present; an intergular scute is occasionally pres
ent, and the anal scutes are often partially or completely fused. The
interabdominal seam length is 13-25% of the plastron length. A
bony suture connects the narrow bridge with the carapace. Large
axillary and inguinal scutes are always present, in contact, and
separate the other plastral scutes from the marginals. The bridge
length is 7.5-20% of the plastron length. The head is large, and
the beak is never strongly hooked. The nasal scale is usually at
least slightly emarginated posteriorly. A large pair of mental barbels
is present. The tail supports two rows of conical tubercles, and is
longer in males than in females. Males also have well developed
patches of tuberculate scales (clasping organs) on the posterior sur
faces of each crus and thigh.

• DESCRIPTIONS.Most of the significant literature is listed in the
species accounts. Additional detailed descriptions include the skull
(Baur, 1888; Rutimeyer, 1873), and karyotype (Bickham and Carr,
1983).

• ILLUSTRATIONS.Color illustrations appear in Gray (1855), An
gel (1949), and Mlynarski and Wermuth (1975). Black and white
photographs of adults are in Straffen (1912), Mittermeier (1971),
and Petzold (1979); those of juveniles in Mittermeier (1971). Draw·
ings of adults are in Wagler (1830, 1833), and Dumeril (1870); of
the skull in Kilias (1957); and of sutures and bones of the shell in
Boulenger (1889), Nopsca (1926), and Mlynarski (1976).

• DISTRIBUTION.The genus Staurotypus occurs throughout the
lowlands of the western Caribbean from central Veracruz, Mexico,
eastward through northern Guatemala, Belize, and extreme north
western Honduras, but excluding the Yucatan Peninsula; and
throughout the Pacific lowlands from eastern Oaxaca, Mexico to El
Salvador.

• FOSSILRECORD.None.

• PERTINENTLITERATURE.Most of the literature is listed in the
species accounts; the following include only those not listed there:
biomass (Iverson, 1982); reproduction (Cope, 1865; Sumichrast,
1880, 1882a); habits in captivity (Klingelhoffer and Scherpner,
1959; Slavens, 1976); skeletal mass (Iverson, 1984); shell kinesis
(Bramble et a!., 1984); karyology (Gilboa, 1975; Yntema, 1976);
zoogeography (Wallace, 1876; Palacky, 1898, Nopsca, 1926); and
eyes (Underwood, 1970).

• KEY TO THE SPECIES. The catalogue account numbers are
given in parentheses.

Interabdominal seam length 19 to 23% of plastron lengt!l; head
strongly reticulated above m ••••.••••.••••.••••••••• S. triporcatus (328)

Interabdominal seam length 14 to 19% of plastron length; head
mottled or unicolor, but never strongly reticulated .
.......................................................................................................................S. salvinii (327)

• REMARKS.Morphological similarities (Williams, 1950; Par
sons, 1968; Zug, 1971; Gaffney, 1975; Hutchison and Bramble,
1981) argue that staurotypine turtles belong with the kinosternines
in the family Kinosternidae; however, chromosomal evidence (Bick.
ham and Carr, 1983) suggests that the staurotypines may be a
distinct family.

• ETYMOLOGY.The name Staurotypus is from the Greek stau
ros (meaning cross) and typos (shape), and referring to the cruci.
form plastron.
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