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MITCHELL, JOSEPH C. 1982. Farancia

Farancia Gray
Mud and rainbow snakes

Farancia Gray, 1842:68. Type species, Farancia drummondii
Gray, 1842 [=F. abacura Holbrook], by original designation.

Abastor Gray, 1849:78. Type species, Coluber erytrogrammus
Palisot de Beauvois (in Sonnini and Latreille), 1801 [=Fa-
rancia erytrogramma], by monotypy.

Callopisma Duméril, 1853:454. Type species, Coluber erythro-
grammus Palisot de Beauvois (in Sonnini and Latreille), 1801
[=Farancia erytrogrammal, by subsequent designation.

o CONTENT. Two species are recognized: F. abacura (two
subspecies) and F. erytrogramma (two subspecies).

o DEFINITION. A colubrid snake genus characterized by: nor-
mal head scutellation consisting of a broad rostral, followed by
1-2 internasals, two prefrontals, two supraoculars, one frontal,
two parietals, a single grooved nasal, one loreal, no preoculars,
two postoculars, no suboculars, usually 1 + 2 temporals, usually
7 supralabials with the third and fourth entering orbit, infralabials
7-8 with 4-5 in contact with chin shields; dorsal scales smooth
except above the anal region where they may be slightly keeled,
scale rows usually 21 anteriorly, 19 at midbody, and 17-18 pos-
teriorly; ventrals 158 to 208; anal plate usually divided but oc-
casionally single; subcaudals 31 to 55, paired; maximum total
length 2057 mm; maxillary teeth equal in size; hemipenes slightly
bilobed with a bifurcate sulcus spermaticus, each organ covered
distally by serrate or dentate calyces, middle of organ with few
to numerous subequal spines, base of organ naked. Adults are
iridescent in color and of two patterns—uniformly black dorsum
with dorsal encroachment of the red venter suggesting a row of
ventrolateral red blotches (F. abacura), or three longitudinal red
stripes on black dorsum, with red scales bordered by yellow lat-
erally (F. erytrogramma). There is no ontogenetic pattern change.
Tail tips of juveniles are sharper than those of adults. The tongue
is short and slender, and the body is stout with the head and neck
of equal width.

o DESCRIPTIONS. Description of color, pattern and/or scutel-
lation of both species are in Holbrook (1838, 1842), Garman
(1892), Cope (1900), Ditmars (1907, 1936, 1939), Schmidt and Da-
vis (1941), Carr and Goin (1955), Wright and Wright (1957), Coch-
ran and Goin (1970), Leviton (1972), and Mount (1975). Other
important descriptions are those of Smith (1938) on F. abacura
and Neill (1964a) on F. erytrogramma. Cope (1900) described the
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Mapr. Shaded area indicates composite range of both species.
Stars indicate Pleistocene and/or Recent fossil localities.

hemipenes for F. abacura and F. erytrogramma. Blanchard
(1931) discussed sexual dimorphism in scutellation.

o ILLUSTRATIONS. Cope (1900) provided schematic drawings
of the head, midbody segment, anal region, and hemipenes of
both species. Line drawings and/or black and white photos appear
in Ditmars (1907, 1936, 1939), Carr (1940), Schmidt and Davis
(1941), Wright and Wright (1957), and Mount (1975). Color plates
or photographs are in Holbrook (1836, 1842), Cochran and Goin
(1970), Leviton (1972), Mitchell (1974), Conant (1975), Gans
(1975), and Behler and King (1979). Underwood (1970) illustrated
visual cells. Neill (1964a) illustrated aberrant specimens of F.
abacura and the optimum habitat for both species. Other illus-
trations of F. abacura are in Parker (1937), Smith (1938), Gold-
stein (1941), Davis (1948), Etheridge (1950), Smith (1961), Ander-
son (1965), and Barbour (1971) and of F. erytrogramma in Schmidt
and Davis (1941), Neill (1964a) and Breen (1974).

o DisTRIBUTION. The genus ranges from Charles County,
Maryland south to peninsular Florida, west to southeastern QOkla-
homa and eastern Texas, and north in the Mississippi River Val-
ley to southern Illinois and southwestern Indiana.

Members of this genus are semiaquatic and inhabit coastal
plain habitats ranging from swamps and rivers to springs and
sandy fields near marshes (Wright and Wright, 1957; Neill, 1964a;
Conant, 1975; Mount, 1975).

o FossiL RECORD. According to Neill (1964a), fossils of this
genus cannot be identified to species. Pleistocene and/or Recent
Farancia fossils have been found in several counties of central
and northern Florida (Hay, 1917; Gilmore, 1938; Brattstrom,
1953; Auffenburg, 1963; Holman, 1959).

o PERTINENT LITERATURE. Smith (1938) reviewed the sys-
tematic status and history of the genus and variation in F. aba-
cura. Neill (1964a) discussed the relationships of the two species,
provided photographs of preferred habitats, and summarized the
natural history and zoogeography of F. erytrogramma. Blanchard
(1931) discussed sexual dimorphism. Baird (1970) studied the in-
ternal ear and Dessauer (1967) mentioned plasma enzymes. Fitch
(1970) summarized reproductive characteristics. Neill (1958) dis-
cussed occurrence in salt water habitats and (1964b) mentioned
nesting habits. Other references discuss aspects of habitat, food
and feeding behavior, and seasonal activity of both species (Dit-
mars, 1912; Wright and Bishop, 1915; Corrington, 1929; Gilmore
and Cochran, 1930; Carr, 1940; Carr and Goin, 1955; Freeman,
1955; Oliver, 1955; Wright and Wright, 1957; Smith, 1961; An-
derson, 1965; Sanders, 1966; Barbour, 1971; Musick, 1972;
Mount, 1975; Gibbons, 1977; Gibbons and Patterson, 1978). Taub
(1967) studied the histology of Duvernoy’s gland. Willard (1977)
described constricting behavior and Carpenter and Ferguson
(1978) summarized known stereotypic behaviors. Russ (1973) ana-
lyzed the status of both species in Virginia.

o REMARKS. The species of this genus are referred to in the
Hoop Snake and Stinging Snake myths (Brimley, 1909; Schmidt,
1925; Cochran, 1954; Oliver, 1955).

¢ KEY TO SPECIES.

One internasal; eight infralabials; uniform black to purplish
gray dorsally; pink to red venter with two rows of dark spots
which are connected to dorsal pigment; ventral color extends
as segregate blotches to about scale row 3 F. abacura.

Two internasals; seven infralabials; three longitudinal red
stripes on black dorsum, red venter with two lateral rows of
black spots and usually a shortened midventral row, yellow
onscalerows 1~2 ______________________._ F. erytrogramma (293).

o ETvyMoLoGY. The generic name Farancia is New Latin
and is a coined name; its reference is unknown.
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