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AIR MINTSTRY, AND MUILTRY OF 1T SICURTTY, COMMNIQUE

One eneny aircraft flew for a short distance over the south
west coast last night. No bombs were dropped,
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FIRST-AID REPAIRS TO DAI'AGED HCUSES .
MINISTER CONGRATULATES LOCAL AUTHORITIES

"\Jhen the full story dan be told, the work of local authorities in
carrying out firsteaid repairs to damaged houses will be comparable with
the finest efforts that have been made during the war", says the Minister
- of Health (Mr. Ernest Brovn) in the circular to all local authorities.

The c:chular expla:.ns the provisions of two amenchng Acts which have
recently received the Royal Assent. The first, the Repair of Var Damage
Act, regular::;ses the action taken by local authorltles, in the national
mterest in the speedy execution of first~aid repairs. The second, the
Landlord and Tenant (War Damage) Amendment Act, places on local
authorities the duty of certifying whether a damaged house has been made
fit to such an extent that the full rent becames payeble.

- The Minister asks local authorities to continue to make all possible
improvements in their schemes, in readiness for a renewal of heavy air
raids., He stresses particularly the importance of extending and
perfec‘l::.ng the mutual assistance plans, worked out in details with
neighbouring councils, which have already been made by most local
authorities, If still further reinforcements are needed, they can be
obtained through the special repair service of the Ministry of Works
and ‘Buildings.

- Mr. Brown adds that it has not yet been possible to sanction more
permanent repairs to damaged houses save in except:.onal cases; but as the
arrears of first-aid repair work have been overtaken in most cascs, he
hopes that it will be possible to undertake an increasing amount of
permanent repairs.

Landlord and Tenant Act

The local authority's decision whether a certificate should be issued
that a house is fit under the new Landlord and Tenant Act will usually
be teken by comparison iwith the standard of repairs which the authority
have been able to reach throughout their area. That standard must,
however, be improved in every way as circumstances permit.

MINISTRY OF HEATTH
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— NOT FOR PUBLICATION BEFORE 3,30 P,il. TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 1941

The Cheltenham Local Education Authority were congratulated on a record of

progress and progressiveness by iMr, Butler, President of the Board of Education, when
he ovened the new Waddon Senior School to-day (Tuesday).

\ Mry Butler said that in war-time education was sometimes regarded as one of the
Cinderellas of the public services: that was no cause for deoression: indeed,
Cinderella's transformation might be taken as a haooy omen for the future of education,

" There were already great opportunities for servioce and reform, and the future must
hold out still more.

At the moment, the immeciate task was to win the war, and he proposed, so far as
his work .allowed, to go about the country and study the problems of the schools for
himsel{, with a view to seeing what best service could be rendered to education, and
what servioces education, in its turn, could render to the country at the wresent time,

Referring to the Senior School building, Mr, Butler contrasted its semitoermanent
construction, adaptable to meeting changing future needs, with the old solid buildings
of bygone days, which had so of'ten nroved a legacy of handicape. Damage to school

“buildings due to enemy action and the need for increased accommodation would involve
a oonsiderable building programme af'ter the war. It would be necessary to find

- economical methods of construction, nrovided always that economy did not become
parsimony. Adequate nrovision must be made for the practical in education; indeed,
the practical note, Mr, Butler suggested, should be the keynote in educations

- At the present time the schools could contribute in a number of positive ways to
the war effort, The extension of school meals, which he hoped would become more and
more a normal feature of school life, and the expansion of the Milk in Schools scheme,
might go far to maintain a prover standard of nutrition for children. Again, children
oould be encouraged, as they were so effectively in Cheltenham, to make their contribu-
tion to the nation's needs, through school savings, salvage work, and the service of
School Service Squads. :

Turning to the future, Mre. Butler said that when victory had been achieved:- and we
turned to the task of meking good the pecace he was sure the country would feel that Ve
our assets must be turned to the best account, and not least - perhaps first - the :
grcatest of our national assets - the children and young peonles

He hoped that the problems of education would be looked at in the broadest manner;
there was no departmental monopoly in education; novhere was this more realised than
at the Board itself. ~ We must not get unduly involved in thé mechanism of education:
machinery there must be, but we must not allow the business of administration to impose
a business rather than a spiritual abtitude towards our problems. In the coming months
every effort would be made to consult L.E.Acs, teachers and other vartners of the Board,
and. from such consultation the main lines of futurec progress would emerge.

.

Important portions of the FPisher Act still remained unimplementeds In narticular,
we apoeared to tolerate the turning of children into the field of life end the industiial
arena at the most impressionable age, without proper care or attentiom. There must be
continuity in our educational development: at the same time,wo rust wrovide for diversity -
diversity of opportunity to meet different tastes and different capacities - but all .
linked up in one organic wholes 2

There were many. questions demanding consideration - onroblems connected with the
raising of the school leaving age, decided by Parliament in the Aot of 1936: the
rccommendation made over 20 years ago to establish Day Continuation Schools, and the -
relation of these to industry and commerce. Attention, too, must be given to the needs
of rural arcass These, and many other vossibilities, offercd a wide field for review
in determining the lines of future nrog-ess «vrogress that must always be related to

' the preservation of individual liberty and the 1life of the individual,

BOARD OF EDUCATION ‘ bbb b
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COIL INICATIONS | VIT:L THE _MIDULE _EAST

The Postmaster-General announces that ir, Allen Chapman, 1L7.,
Assistant Postmaster-Ceneral, will shortly visit the liiddle Bast
and w111 discuss war=time nroblems vith the authorlt:.es on ‘bhe spcrt.

Brigadier V R.. Kenny; Dn.rector of Army T Postal Services, w:n.th

the approval of the Secretary of State for VWar, will accompany the
Assistant Postmaster-General.

GENERAL _POST _OIICT
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A BRETON SERMON

The Breton clergy', which has received instructions to collabcfaue, refuses to
take any account of this order. The following sermon delivered from the pnuloit by
a Breton parish-priest recently, gives a true picture of the feelings of the clergy
in the occupied zone: -

"Dearly beloved brethren: It is my duty as a vriest to remind the faithi

of what their attitude must be with regard to the authorities and the trooos

which now occupy  the country.

Our own interests, as well as the Christian charity which is due to all men,
even our enemies, forbid us acts of hostility, insults, provocations or infrac-—
tions of the police and adminigtrative regulations. The greatest drawback of all
these things is that they exnose innocent neople to serious reprisals, just as
much as -~ or even more than - the peovle responsible for them. National pride
itself commands us to avoid, with regard to and in the wresénce of the Germans,
anything which, brought back to Germany, would tend to give a rather unflattering

. idea of us to the good people of that country. Lét us be Christians and French-
men; that is to say, humane, dignified and loyal.

That being said, we remark that if we are forced by the armistice conditions -
I do not say obliged by conscience - to nrovide for the maintenance of the troops
of occupaticn billetec in our homes, nothing obliges us to procure luxuiics for
thems On the ocontrary, indeed, everything forbids such a procedure, which would
be softening for soldiers and dishonourable Tor men, while little children may go
in need of milk, butter and sugar., Still less must we consent to contribute
towards the supply of food and clothing for the civilian vnopulation of the other
country. Tradesmen are indeed in conscience bound to keep our own nroduce as,
frxr os nossible for our avm ncedse Thoy st not oty the country of its sub-
atrnce in order to Beap up wilcs of wemer=rones Wwhich, nor'eove:., is drom fran
our national cceffers, and vhich will scon, if '.'__ur rre not careful, be of no
value at all, either to them or to anyone else.

The enemy do not, and should not, ask us to forget, any more than they
themselves forget, that they are the enemy, that they got here by shedding the
blood of our kith and kin; just as we shed the blood of the Germans, and that if
they stay here it is in order to impose upon us by force a peace tfeaty which we
may fear will wound and mutilate us cruelly.

That is why I refuse to admit that, while loyally respecting the armistice
eonditions and devoting all that is best in our hcarts and activities to the
return of peace and to our infernal revival, we should be forbidden to lend the
support of our sympathy, prayers and merits to the instruments which Providence
has been pleased to send, in order to arrive at the establishment of a New Order
which will enable ouxr erscwhlle enemies to sa“clsly their legitimate ambitions,
but which will resnect the sacired frontiers of France and her Emmire and ensure
to all nations, great and small - especially those who are now suffering so
cruelly and unjustly = that independence without which there is no more peace or
harmony, but only tyranny, hatred and revolt.

Now, more than ever, the watchword is: COURAGE, HOPE, FIDELITY."

A% the end of this sermon, before leaving the pulpit, the oriest turned
once more towards the faithful, and said:=-

"If anyone amcng you chooses to go and denounce me, I should
like you to know that I am now going to the nresbytery, where I
shall wait for the Germans,"

The good nriest was not visited by the German police.

s
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MIDDLE EAST WAR COMIUNIGQUE

The .following official 60nmmnique was i‘.ssued‘by British G H Q
Cairo today: :

LIBYA No change in the situation.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION(MITITARY AFFAIRS)
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DISTRIBUTION OF COOKING EGGS IN LONDON

The Ministry of Food wrishes to correct certain mis-statements which
have been made in connection with the distribution of cooking eggs in the
London area.

At the time of the original release of these eggs, instructions were
given to wholesalers and multiple firms in London that the eggs were for
consumption in the Metropolitan Police Area only. This instruction was
observed by the majority of firms, but certain multiples despatched the
eggs to their branches outside the Metropolitan Area and even in rural
districts. The Ministry of Food, if only in fairness to those traders
who had carried out the instruction, insisted on the return of the eggs
to the London area.

The waste of transport thus caused was due entirely to the action
of those firms which deliberately disregarded the Ministry's clear
instruction.

o v - gy e
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Alr Ministry No.4739

MIDDLE EAST COMIUNIQUE

H.0e, RAWFL,
liiddle East,
Tuesday August 12, 1941

Extensive raids were carried out by aircraft of the Royal Air
Force and I'leet Air Arm on enemy positions and acrodromes in Libya
during the night of August 10/11,

A particularly heavy attack was made on Benghazi, Iany tons
of bombs, all of which fell in the target area, were dropped on
motor transport and repair sections as well as on railway sidings,
yards and dock installations, TFour violent explosions and many fires
were caused. Our bombers also machine gunned an aerodrome south
of Benghazi and motor transport which was dispersed on the Tobruk-
Bardia road.

Aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm attacked the motor transport
workshops at Bardia, Several large bombs which were dropped on
the workshop buildings and in the compound started fires and
destroyed many mechanised vehicles,

The harbour at Tripoli was again bombed, One hit on the
power station caused a violent explosion which was seen 100 miles
away. One of our attacking aircraft came dovm to a low level and
machine=gunned searchlight posts.

Other aircraft of the Royal Air Force raided the landing
ground at Gazala South, wvhere fires were seen to break out. Some
of the bombs burst close to alrcraft and a large column of black
smoke was observed, The target was also machine-gunned from a
low level,

During the same night Swordfish aircraft of the Fleet Air
Arm attacked a ship of thirteen hundred tons in Syracuse Harbour
and two direct hits with torpedoes are believed to have been
scored, Onc caused an explosion amidships. They also dropped
bombs on the Gerbini (Sicily) aerodrome,

During yesterday Tomahawks of the South African Air Force
shot dovm one of four lie,110's vwhich were encountered off the
Egyptian coast. Royal Air Force Hurricanc fighters shot dowvm a
Henschel 126, On the 10th of August aircraft of the Royal Air
Force bombed a collier at Lampedusa and left it sinking and dovm by
the stern, Patches of oil werc all that could be seen near the
position on the following day. A Sunderland shot dovm a Dornier
24 over the llediterrancan,

From all these operations our aircraft returned safely,
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GENERAL DE GAULLE IN NORTH SYRIA

Gencral de Gaulle's visit to the North of Syria gave the
pcople in that part of the country an opportunity of brilliantly
demonstrating their attachment to Frec France,

Having left Beirut on the morning of Friday, August 8, the
General, accompanied by Colonel Collct, made his first stop at
Homs, He left this tow? on Saturday morning for Hama, where he was
Jjoined by GeneralCatroux, who had come to meet him, A last stage of
200 kilometres, frequently interrurted by spontaneous dcmonstrations
on the part of the rural population, brought the Gencral to Aleppo.
Botween two solid human walls massed all along the houses entirely
covered with flags and garlands, the open car transporting Gencral
de Gaulle and General Catroux made its entry into the capital of
Northern Syria. The crowd checred unccasingly, while flowers werc
throvn from the windows as the procession passed by. At the end
of the ceremony, the‘ga?rison marched past.

. The General received the French colony at the Residency
during the afternoon. On Sunday morning, the mass celcbrated in
the Cathedral, at which General de Gaulle wes present, provided an
opportunity for fresh demonstrations of friendship on the part of
the population. At the end of the rcligious ceremony, the General
paid a visit to the Municipality. In the course of: the afternoon,
he received the public bodies, and in the evening he gave a dinner
at the Residency in honour of the local authorities, at which he
made a speech,

-
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IIMPORTED ONIONS

The Ministry of Food announces that it can no longer
. recommend the grant of licences for the importation of onions
from any source.

VYhere, however, it can be proved that shipments of
onions have already been made, the Ministry will consider

formal applications for licences, but they will only be
granted to pree~iar importers of onions,

Until further notice all importations of onions will
be mode or specially arranged by the Ministry.

B et T
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MINISTRY (F HOME SECURITY COMUUNIOUE

There is nothing to report.
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Air Ministry No,4741

ATR MINISTRY COMITUNIQUE

Six squadrons of BlenheimsAQf Borber Command penetrated into
the Rhineland this morning to attack the great Cologne power stations
at Quadrath and Knapsack.

Fighters accompanied the bombers as far as Antwerp. The
bombers went on alone, often flying at less than 100 feet, on their
150 miles penetration of the German defence system. Both power
stations were attacked at 11.30 a.m, at point blank range, A
great number of bombs scored direct hits and the targets were left
in flames,

Fighters met the returning bombers near Antwerp, covering
their withdrawal across the North Sea, whilst another strorg force
of fighters patrolled the Dutch coast in support.

About the same time Hampden bombers, with fighter escort,
attacked railways near St. Omer and the power station at Gosnay in
the Pas de Calais, Three enemy fighters were destroyed by the
escort, :

Fortress aircraft attacked the aerodrome at De Kooy and
objectives at Cologne and the port of Emden,

Our losses in all these operations are 12 Blenheims and
8 fighters missing.
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Adr Ministry News Service ; Mr Ministry Bulletin No,L4742

FIGHTER COMMAND'S BIG OFFENSIVE.

In a series of operations which began in the early morning and
lasted until late into the day Royal Air Force. fighters escorted
bombers on raids against targets in occupicd territory and swept
inland ever France on 1ndepenc1ent off‘ens:wes._ :

In another operation this morn:.ng in which bombers made a day-
light attack on Cologne a strong force of longwrange fighters,
" including the twineengined Whirlwind, provided the escort as far as
Antwerp,

During the morning's offensive two fighter~bomber attacks were
launched against targets :Ln Northern France within on hour of each
other,

Later in the day other fighter-bomber attacks were made, while
strong fighter forccs swept inland from the French coast,

Two Me,109s were destroyed by the same pilot., "It was quite a -
- 8imple thing, actually," he said afterwards, "The two Me.s foolishly
stooged into our formation from up above and tried to get through to
the bombers,

"My section attacked them as they came through and it happened
that my cannon caught them both = onc after the others

"A short burst at cach of them was sufficient, They went dovm
towards a thick cloud layer and burst into flames as theyfell,

"That was about all my squadron saw of' enemy opposition",

A third llc,109 was 'LlSO destroyed on this operation and several

more severely damaged,
.
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Ay Mnistry News Service

A GREAT DAYIEGHI' FORCE OVER GERMANY

This morning, by brilliantly planned and boldly exeouted attacks,

- Blenheims of the Bomber Command, in greater numbers than have ever yet

visited :Germany in daylight, struck a blow at two strategic centres of
German industry. Hampdens and Fortresses were atbacking.as well,
baffling the defengers' by the multiciplity of the assault,

German fighters were sent scurrying hither and thither, betweén
Emden and Cologne, between Gosnay in Prance and De Kooy in Holland, hy
conflicting messages from observation posts and headquarters. =~ Some
met the bombers; more didnot. The orew of one Fortress, and of one
only, saw condensation *+rails thousands of feet below where enemy
fighters were searching the upper air for the unseen attackers. - The
bombers were guarded as far as the Dutch coast by a strong force of
our fighters which was again there to meet them when they withdrew.
The fighter escort went all the way with the bombers over France,

The main targets, which were given to the fast Blenheims to
attack, were two power stations in open and-arid country between -
Cologne and Aachen =~ the Knapsack and Quadrath power stations. They
are the two most important of a newly developed type of power station
which burns soft peaty brown coal or lignite. Only din recent years
and after intensive research have the Germans discovered how to
convert their deposits of brown coal into electripower.. The plants
are built immediately beside the 'ope'n' workings, huge and conspiciously

dark cuttings as seenfrom the air, where the brown coal just below

the surface of the ground is mipeds They are the highly vulnerable - ;~=fl -

parts of whole industrlal dlstrio'bs which depend largely on them
for power.. : \;

The Goldenberg lant: a‘b Knapgack is the 1argest steampower plant
in Europe, with nearly twice the capacity of the Battersea power
station; and it supplies powerto a huge grid and transformer system.
The Fortuna power station at Quadra'bli: is rather smaller, though it was

being enl'argod éven hefore the ware It supplies many industrial -
plants in Cologne, . -the distr:i.ct of'. Berghe:_m, and the Troisdorf
explosives f'actory. e _
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A% A-nwrerp tho Blenhoims loft their q vt of Fhdrlwinds behind them
and flew cn over the Dutch ficlds, Most of bhom went ry low, as low
as the Fortres ses were high o The pilot of onc Blenho ':.S&ld that he
kncw at oncc when he had, crosscd from Holland to Germany, * ILa Holland
everyone in.ficld or streot waved and scomed %o be ohcering the bombors
on, but-in Germany, as he said, "some ran likc mod and semc foll on
their faces irn the ditches," This pilot was capbain of’ the last
flight to bomk the Knapsack power station and had a very good view of
all the destruction that had alrcady beon doncs
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= ! "Over Gormony," hc went on, “we flow below tho lovel of ‘the -trees, 3
*. . My observer called mo up when we were seven minutces from the target, and :
.‘ at that moment snother squadron of Bleonheims crossod our paths,  Thoy
i weore on their way to the othur power station. . Thg air seomed alive
‘E with British bombers., We wurc ncarly thore whon my roar‘“"g’@lr’for‘ ‘ericd
'tallyho, fightcr to port', T folt ’che airoraft Jor twicc and saw
cannon shclls hitting the port winge-- T-Fold my flicght to tako cvasive
.+ action, Then the {lok became intense, I could sce it bursting among :
: bombors in front of* me and T.looked on +the ground’ o sa,\ whcre it oame from, —
I saw flashes from & gun giplaccmont and went stra ight f‘or i‘t. i We
© passod about throc foct over the gun and I saw soldicrs in o trench hit by
. a-strcom of bullcots, The gun ccascd fire "You ooul C'mtmiss the torget
"There werce the twolve chinmmeys = a row of - four and & pardllol row of cight
~ standing dork against the sky. The sun wes bo our. pord bows  Therc
fworé smoke and flamos coming from bhe plant, so wo climbed to attack. The
flomes were 50 fecs high and thc smokc too: -th:Lo& to 1ot us bomb accurately
‘ from any lower,  Insido the buildings wo could ‘'scc 4ho sudden réd glow
“of oxplosions undcr the smoke, I flow straizht botwoen the chimmeys, I
wras wotching my obscrvor’s elbow as he pullcd baclc the roleaser levor, and
~“thon T hoard him call 'bombs gone!, I 'did & 8tedp turn ovcr ‘2 bolt of trees
| down into' a sandstone quarry to get away from the "flak'y " I should think
é © we wont” about thirty fcet below the lovel of the ;;round “ &s wo came
; up- there was ‘a great deal of orackling in the carphoncs and I ‘couldn't ‘
B quitc cateh something my recar gunner sald, But then I heard him rcpeat o
i it, = It was-!Pighter again', and at the'same’ momént o piced of my
: port wing fell away, I hcard no morc. from my roor gurmer,:and it must
b * have beon thén that he was wounded, I tricd morc cvosive aotion, A
’ ~ Bullet come in behind my head and anothor smicked’ the armour plating atb
; “my~back,” My obscrver.said that he could sco a stream of bullets coming ™
; ; betweon his logs, I turnod to tho right to give the fishtcf a more difficult
g anglc of firc.and this scomed to work,, - He sprayod tho air gbove us. While
voowe “bwisted about I hit tho top of a telegraph most andohlppcd one air
E ~scrowe I could sec that the yellow tips wore uncven. as thoy turned and the
: notc . of. the airscrows! roar was.a-little differont, = But this didn't scom
r “to- affect our: flying, There was a £ilm of oil over my perspoxe, I
1 didn't sce a church spire and my obscrver +told. me of it:Just in timo
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%o 1ot mo miss 1bs I banked shorply and caught the tip of my wing in 3

“a.frecs Once mor. we were lucky and we managed to catch up with the , :
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"The worst of the attack was over then, but I havc never known anything
so welcome as the squadrons of British fighters which came out to meet us.,
They staved off the attacks of more Messcrschmitts and then I had time
to think of my rear gunner. I tried to call him up and then he passed

me a note he had written on his kneepad., !'Please get here quickly. Blceding

badly,' it said. I gave the observer a bandage and he crept through
to the gunner.  We flew on back in an interval between two storms and I
made straight for base, Our undercarriage had been damaged and would
nect go dowm, The observer had to hold the rear gunncr while we made o
belly landing. " . .

Onc of the Blenheims had for capbain a man who had worked before the
woxr as an engineer for the County of London Electricity Supply.  Vhen he
saw the damage to the Knapsackpower plant he said that he was sure
it was 'out of action!, It had been hit again and again by a great
weight of bombs, Bombs had fallen on the turbine and boiler houses,
vital parts of the plant, both at Knapsack and at Quadrath. Both were in
great part gutted,

These were the main objectives, attacked by the main force and
without any protection except the surprise of sudden essault, skimming
the ground, or coming up from bchind and below trees. But Fortresses
too high to be quickly reached by the enemy fighter and Hampdens within
g strong wall of Hurricanes and Spitfires made another quarry for the
aefenders in France, in Holland, and in Germany itself,  The Rxrtresses
were over Emden and Cologne and De Kooy dropping their bombs through
the clear air from an immense height, They were bombing railways
aerodromes, and industrial buildings with their heaviest and most powerful
bombs, ‘

The Hompdens with their strong cscort penetrated deep into the Pas De
Calais while the Mes, rose in hundreds to meet the lnvasion, The power
plant at Gosnay and rilways near St, Omer were rcached and bombed,

It was a major operation, in which daring matched organisation, and
strength achieved surprise,
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ANGLO=SOVILT DICL.RATIONS TO WL WURKISH GOV IRNITINT

On August 10 the British and Soviet /mbassadors called at the Turkish
Foreign Office and wnresented Declarations in identical teims.

The text of the British Declaratiwn is as follows:=

"His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom confirm their fidelity
to the HMontreux Convention and assure the Turkish Govermment that they have
no aggressive intentions or claims whatever with regard to the Straits. His
Majesty's Govermment as also Soviet Govermment, arc preparcd scrupulously
to observe the territorial integrity of the Turkish Republic.

While fully appreciating the desirc of the Turkish Govermment not to
be involved in war, His Majesty's Government, as also the Soviet Government,
would nevertheless be prepared to render Turkey every help and assistance
in the event of her being attacked by a Buropoan power,"

Before presenting their written Declarations, each Ambassador explained
orally the views of his Govermment. The Soviet Ambasgsador stated that "As
late as March 1941, that is to say during the period of well knom treaty
relations between the Soviet Union and Germany, tl.e Sovict Govermment
exchanged assurances with the Govermment of the Turkish Republic in connection
with reports that were then being spread to the effect that if Turkcy werec
compelled to enter the war the Soviet Union would take advantage of Turkey's
difficulties t» attack her. It will he recalled that the Soviet Govermment
for their part considered it ncoessary at that time to declare that such
reports in no way corresponded to the attitude of the Soviet Union, and that,
if Turkey were in fact attacked and compelled t» enter the war for the defence
of her territory she could count on full understanding and neutrality of the
Soviet Union on the basis »f the non-aggression pact between the two countriss.

"It is knowm that after the treacherous attack of Nazi Germany on the
Soviet Union the Germans conducted and are still conducting a malicious
propaganda against the Soviet Uninn intended inter alia to bring about
discord between the Soviet Union and Turkey.

"In view »f the fact that this propaganda, which is being intensively
conducted by the German Government, has become even stronger at present,
and considering that in the present international situation it is opportune
that an exchange of views should take place between the Soviet Govermment and
the Turkish Govermment on the subject of relations between the Soviet Union,
Turkey and Great Britain, the Soviet Govermment have instructed me, llonsieur
le Ministre, to make %> y-ur Exccllency this declaration.”

His Majesty's Ambassador stated "That in view of anti-Russian propaganda
by the Germans, His Majesty's Govermment and the Soviet Govermment hawe
considered it right to reaffirm categorically their attitude towards Turkey
in order that the Turkish Govermment may be under no delusion in the formation
of their own policies towards Great Britain and the Soviet Uniona”

Both Declarations were most warmly reccived,
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FORDIGN (FFICE NEVS DEPARTMENT.



12/8/41 = Noe 4le

Alr Ministry News Service Ay Ministry Bulletin No«l7d.

WIIIRLWINDS 1IN ACTION

Iong range fighters of the R.A«F. including the new twin engine
Whirlwind single seater escorted our bombers as far as Antwerp on the:Lr great
daylight raid on Cologne todaye

The escorts were waiting for the bombers when they approached the
English Coast on their outward journey, They fell into position in formations
alongside and went out across the sea as part of a great cavalcade of British
air power, The cavalcade headed straight for the Dutch coast and took the
eneny so much by surprise that hardly any opposition was encountered before the
time came for the bombers and the fighters to part company over Holland,
it As the bombers disappeared into the distance heading in closely nacked.
formations straight for Cologne, the fighters turned back for England, still
without finding anything with which to scrap, The leader of the Whirlwinds
then took his squadron down to shoot up barges just off the coasts One was seen
to sink after being riddled by bullets and another was badly damaged.

Then the squadron came home, and half way bock ecross the North Sea met
a force of long range Spitfires going out to wait-above Antwerp for the returning
bombers,

By the time the Spitfires reached the place wherc they were to mect the
bombers, the Germans had put some opposition into the air, Mes. and even Ju.088's
were flying round, hoping to intercept our aircroft aficr the raid.

The Spitfires chased them away and claimed 'uténranl; that several were
probably destroyeds But they did not have time to see the final fate of -their
victims, As they sorapped they saw first one great fommation of British
bombers coming out from the Dutch Hinterland, then a second flying back still as
if on parades They fell in beside them and the cavalcade came back,

"On the homeward jJourney combats developed with various Mes. waiting out
at sea,"™ one of the leaders of the fighter escort laconically reported, ® "They
werc inconclusive though one of our pilots damaged one. We acted as escort until
the coast was reached, Two Ju,88's were probably destroyeds™
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FLIGHT LIEUTIN/NT LOCK MISSING

Flight Liocutonant E«Se Lock D,S«0ey DoFoC and Bar is posted as
"missing" after a daylight offonsive operation ovar Nor’chern Francc.
He was flying ot the time in company with a Conadion pilot. = Some
miles inland over France the two becamo separated and when last secon
Lock was diving down to attack soldiers cycling. alonu a roo.d.

Lock, vho is 'wed 22, was onc of Fljmcomlamd’s most sucoessful
pllO‘bS. Ho had dostroyod 25 German oircrafdt, A moriber of the Rai.FuaVa.Re
boefore the \Jaxr, he wos commissioned as a pilot efficer in June 1940 and
posted at once to an operational flying squadron, By the end of the
~year he had shot dovn 22 enemy aircraft, That was his contribution to
the Battle of Britain., - Eight of his victims were shot down in one
weel and over a period of 19 days he destroyed, 15,

Lock's three decorations were all awarded within ‘bhree months, - He
received his D.F.C. at the end of last September when his "bag" was nine, -
"He has dlSplayed great vigour and determination in pressing home his
“attacks," the official citation said of him,  Next month he won his
Bar to the D.F.Cein increasing his toctel 16 15, and in December he gained
the DeSe0, It was said of him that "his magnificent fighting spirit
and personal example have been in the highest traditions of the service".

But " in his last combat in the Battle of Britain L.ock was wounded.,
He'did not fly operationally again for six months, but in July 1941
he was back in the front of Fighter Command's offensive, This time -
like so many other "veterans" of the Battle of Britain = . as a Flight
Commander. He destroyed three Mes 109's in offensivs sweeps over
France béfore the operatlon from which he did not return.

Lock lad many adven’cures while f‘ly:l.no agamst the Luftwa. fﬂt‘v On -
one occasion when he had become separated from his squadron oveér Britain
he Joined up with another Fighter from a different squadron, Together
they formed a little "team" and"beat up" six German raiders, . They
knew they destroyed three of them and they did nct ’chlnk the others
had much chance of getting back,

Lock was one of‘ the few British pilots to shoot dovm a Heinkel 113,
a type the Germans designed which.became a first olass fighter., He
was on patrol over the Dover area when he sighted three. of them, He
immediately attacked, shot one down intc the sea and *then sent a Henschal
126 which they were escor‘tlng ». to follow it. :
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CLNLDIAN ARMY GROWS T STRENGTH

The Canadian Army will shortly have the greatest divisional strength
in its histoxy.

Already its total strength, including troops both at home and- overseas,
is about 220,000 mea, and further volunteers are being recruited at the rate
of about 7,000 a moath.

The 1st and 2ad Canadian Divisions have been in Britain for some
time, and part of the 3xd Division and other troops arrived recently in
Britain in the larg:sst convoy yet to leave Canada. The rest of the 3xd
Division and the 5th Armoured Division are due to arrive during the next
few months,

The L4th Division is stationed in Canada and the 6th Division is
now being mobilised, as Col. J.IL. Ralston, Canadian Minister of National
Defence, announced :ecently.

It will be composed of three complete Brigades, each of which
will have its full complement of technical and other troops, such as
Artillery, Signals, Inginecrs and Army Service Corps.

During the ast war Canada raised five divisions, but the 5th
Division was broken up for rcinforccments, Canada Housc (Through
the Dominions Officc Press Scetion). MooeTs 1.

DOWNY MIIDEW OF ONIONS

Dovmy Mildew discase of onions has appcarcd in several places, and
if the wecathcr remains demp and humid it may causc much trouble,
Unfortunately, it is very difficult to control.

It is most important not to plant onions ncar shallots, trcc onions
or over-wintered onions, for the discase often spreads from thesc crops.
A% this time of yecair, however, 1little can be done about onions alrcady
planted. The crop can be sprayed, but unfortunately the results are
very variable, Sumer strength lime-sulphur, with a suitable spreader
to wet the leaves, is probably the best spray, and spraying must be
repcated sufficiently often to kecp all new growth covered. No guarantec
of success can bc given, however, end if there is alrecady a fair amount
of mildew' about, spraying is almost uscless,

Care should be taken to burn the diseased leaves from a crop attacked
by mildew, for the disedse moy remain in the soils  Autwm=sown onions
should not be sown near cstablished onion beds. Ministry of Acsriculture
Ma 0s I', 2e
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HARVEST _GUIDE

New_leaflet Tells How and Winen to Cut, How To Stook

s

B ey

Tens of thousands of acrcs of corn will be harvested this year on farms
wherc no corn had previously becen grovm for a generation, There are
cven districts that acver turncd to the plough in the last war but now have
corn to gather, :

The Ministry of Agriculturc has produced a ncw leaflct, Growmorec No. 7k,
"Harvesting Corn", for the benefit of those who have grow up onh farms where there
was no necd to learn this art, The leaflet is simplc and informative, dealing with
when and how to cut, how to stoock, threshing, dealing with laid: corn, and so on.

It is obtainable fre: on application to the ffb.nlstry at Hotel Iindum, St. Anncse
on-Sca, Iancs.= Ministry of Agriculture. MeOeTo 3o
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