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SUBJ: US CITI ZENS IMPRISONED IN EAST GERMANY (HAMMERSTEI N AND

LOBA ),

[)

ABRASIMOY MEETING DEC 4, M SSION OFFICER HAS
{AMMERSTEL N CASE WITH SOVEMB OFFICER. LATTER HAS
FURTHER I NDICATI ONS OF SOV I NTENIIONS, BUT

ILED INFO ON LAST FORMAL STEPS TAKEN BY EAST
YOCEL., DESPITE PEP AT D EFFORTS OVvER PAST

I ON OFFICER HAS BEEN UNABLE RENEW CONTACT WITH
 TO PROVIDE INFO REQUESTED. (DELIBERATE EVASIVE-
IS PRESUMABLY ALSO CONNECTED WITH SOV STALLI N
PROPOSED VISIT TO EAST BERLIN.)

VOGEL HAS BEEN ON VACATI ON SI NCE BEFORE CHRI STMAS. HE WAS SUPPOSED
I NTERRUPT VACATION AND RETURN BRIEFLY TO BERLI N LAST WEEKEND

FOR MEETING WITH ML SSION OFFICER. CONTRARY TO EXPECTATIONS,

VOGEL DID NOT RPT NOT RETURN BERLIN AND IS NOT RPT NOT NOW
EXPECTED BACK UNTIL MI D-JANUARY. VOGEL WROTE HAMMERSTEI N DEC

23 STATING RELEASE ON BASIS CLEMENCY APPEAL NOT RPT NOT POSSIBLE
AT PRESENT. :

WEST BERLIN ATTORNEY STANGE HAS REPORTED THAT RELEASE OF LOBA,

WHICH VOGEL HAD I NDICATED MIGHT BE EXPECTED BEFORE END OF

YEAR HAS RUN INTO SNAGS. STAMNGE UNABLE GIVE PRECISE DETAILS
WHAT INyOLVED. _

M SSI ON WILL. GIVE NEXT-OF-KIN STATUS REPORTS BASED ON ABOVE
INFO AND WILL CONTI NUE ENDEAVOR ASCERTAL N PROSPECTS I N CASES

OGEL.
THROUGH SOVS AND/OR VOGE CALHOUN
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