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A two-day conference 
honoring the Prairie View 
Interscholastic League 
brought together people 
who recounted their lives 
during legalized segrega-
tion and their transition 
into integration. 

The League is an organi-
zation that governed extra-
curricular activities for 
Texas’ African American 
high school students dur-
ing that time period.

The conference, “Thurs-
day Night Lights,” kicked off 
Thursday with opening re-
marks by several coordina-
tors of the event, including 
Gregory Vincent, UT’s vice 
president for the Division of 

Diversity and Community 
Engagement. Vincent said 
he is proud to be a part of 
the league’s legacy.

“We often talk about 
segregation and talk about 
the pathology of it, and 
all that’s true, but what’s 
amazing about our people, 
we make a way out of no 
way,” Vincent said. “And 
somehow when we’re given 
these scraps, we turn it into 
a tapestry of gold, and that 
is exactly what the [league] 
is about.”

The league was formed 
in the ’20s as the Texas 
Interscholastic League of 
Colored Schools and at its 
height encompassed 500 
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Texas survives Kansas despite lack of energy

The silence was deafening.
Everything anyone needed 

to know about the Long-
horns’ game against Kansas 
could be heard in the stands 
or at home on mute.

Silence.
A few minutes into the 

third quarter, Texas found it-
self up only 14-6 over a lowly 
Kansas team, and to that point 
the Jayhawks had played the 
mighty Longhorns as their 
equal. A missed field goal 
and a poorly timed running- 

Shelby Tauber / Daily Texan Staff
Junior running back Malcolm Brown carried the Longhorns on the ground with 119 yards and 
four touchdowns against Kansas. After five tough weeks to start the season, the former top-
recruit has turned it on in the past three games. ENERGY page 5LEAGUE page 2
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All-black sports league
honored at symposium
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Art history senior Kaila Schedeen said her life was changed 15 months ago when she was sexually assaulted. 
Though she reported her assault to authorities and sought counseling at UT, she is among a minority to do so.

Fifteen months ago, Kaila Schedeen was sexually  
assaulted by someone she knew.

The incident changed the course of her life, but on paper, 
it was statistically typical. More than 80 percent of rapes 
involve a perpetrator known to the victim, and roughly 70 
percent involve alcohol — both true in Schedeen’s case.

There was something uncommon in Schedeen’s story; 
She reported the crime to authorities. When she returned to 
campus at the end of the summer, she also reached out to UT 
Counseling and Mental Health Center for help. The vast major-
ity of sexually assaulted UT students will never take either step. 

“If you look at the national statistics, they’ll say one in 
four college women is likely to be a victim of sexual assault 
by the time they complete college, and for men it’s one in 
six,” said Jennifer Hammat, institutional Title IX coordi-
nator and assistant vice president for student affairs. “For 
a campus population of 50,000 [students], that means we 
should be seeing 12,500 cases a year. And we’re not.”

There were only 18 forcible sexual offenses reported in 
2012, including those occurring on campus properties, 
residence halls, non-campus buildings and adjacent pub-
lic property, according to the University’s Annual Security 
Report released last month. The year before, there were 16.

Erin Burrows, a Voices Against Violence health education 
coordinator, said these low statistics should not be inter-
preted to mean UT students experience radically lower rates 
of sexual assault compared to students at other universities.

Burrows said survivors face many barriers when decid-
ing whether or not to report to police. Those barriers are 
often personal and psychological and are aspects of the 
culture of silence surrounding sexual assault.

“They include a fear of not being believed … Or that 
the disciplinary action at the end of the process will not be 
worth the process itself,” Burrows said.

Students might have grounds for being skeptical of the 
reporting process. In the past two years, several public and 
private universities across the country have come under 
fire for their handling of sexual assault cases.

At the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, the 
former assistant dean of students recently filed a complaint 
alleging pressure by administrators to underreport cases of 
sexual assault.

Earlier this year, 13 students from the University of 
Southern California filed a federal Title IX complaint alleg-
ing campus administrators had failed to respond to claims 
of sexual violence on campus. One student said adminis-
trators dissuaded her from filing a report with the police, 
saying the detectives would be tough on her, and that she 
wasn’t technically assaulted because “he didn’t orgasm.”

Psychology sophomore Lauren La Riva, another survi-
vor of sexual assault, said the cultural stigmas surrounding 
sexual assault meant she didn’t identify as a survivor until 
she came to college.

When she was a freshman in high school, someone she 
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Blanton receives grant 
for doctoral candidates

The Andrew W. Mel-
lon Foundation awarded a 
$504,000 grant Thursday 
to the Blanton Museum of 
Art to establish a curatori-
al fellowship program that 
will allow three doctoral 
candidates the opportu-
nity to work directly with 
curators. 

Students in the art his-
tory program will be able 
to apply for the fellowship 
every academic year to have 
access to hands-on training 
and professional experience 
with Blanton curators and 
other members of the edu-
cation team.

 “It’s a half a million dollar 
award, so we’re really able to 
provide a comprehensive 
training ground for these 
young curators,” said Kath-
leen Stimpert, the Blanton’s 
director of public relations 
and marketing. 

There are three positions 
per year and each fellowship 
will last one academic year.

“It’s very important to 
help train the next genera-
tion of museum leaders, so 
something like this affords 
us this opportunity,” Stim-
pert said.

The three positions will 
be awarded in each of 
Blanton’s core collection 
areas: Prints and draw-
ings and European paint-
ings; Modern and con-
temporary art; and Latin 
American art, according 
to Philip Nadasdy, com-
munications director for 
the department of art and 
art history.

“Our students have al-
ways worked with Blan-
ton in some capacity, but 
this is significantly bigger 
outside of internships and 
individual research,” Na-
dasdy said. “There is a high 
professional standard, and 
we are looking for the very 
best people to work under 
the fellowship.”

—Nicole Cobler
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CLARIFICATION
A story about American 
Indians in the Oct. 31 issue 
of The Daily Texan has been 
clarified. English associate 
professor James Cox said, 
“Land loss, military defeat, 
alcoholism, poverty and 
racism still define the 
experience of many Native 
American authors, but their 
literature maintains a spirit 
of endurance.”

The Texan strives to present 
all information fairly, 

accurately and completely.  
If we have made an error,  
let us know about it. Call  
(512) 232-2217 or e-mail  

managingeditor@ 
dailytexanonline.com.

schools who had students 
participate in the league’s 
state championship events 
such as football, baseball, 
track and field, music and 
extemporaneous speaking.

Keynote speaker Wil-
liam Rhoden, a columnist 
for The New York Times, 
spoke Thursday about the 
prominent national figures 
who came out of the league, 
such as Barbara Jordan, a 
former politician and UT 
professor, and athletes, 
including wide-receiver 
Charley Taylor and defen-
sive tackle Joe Greene.  

“What was so interesting 
is I started really digging 
into the [the league], you 
realize that all around the 
country when you talk about 
black folks, whether you’re 
in Louisiana, whether it’s in 
Alabama, here, Chicago, you 
got these tremendous black 
athletics associations that 
flourished and turned out 

all these great people, that 
you would have no idea,”  
Rhoden said.

Frank Guridy, history 
associate professor and di-
rector of the University’s 
John L. Warfield Center 
for African and African 
American Studies, which 
hosted the event, said this 
was the first conference on 
this topic to be held, and 
said he hopes it will be an 
annual event depending 
on resources. Guridy said 
the point of the conference 
was to view and analyze 
the history of segregation 
in the state.

“What can we take from 
that period is how can we 

learn about community for-
mation,” Guridy said. “What 
lessons from that period can 
we take to the present, other 
than the fact than we don’t 
want to remember it? The 
spirit of the conference was 
more about how they made 
do, how did they create com-
munities, how did they cre-
ate futures in a period when 
people struggled. I think 
those are valuable lessons 
that we can take from that 
period.”

One session from the 
conference focused direct-
ly on the league’s legacy 
at L.C. Anderson High 
School, the only predomi-
nantly African-American 

high school in Austin dur-
ing that time period. The 
session composed of a pan-
el of distinguished alumni 
from the high school who 
participated in sports and 
other school organizations. 
They talked about their 
experiences during high 
school, and the challenges 
they faced.

“Being in a segregated en-
vironment was a positive ex-
perience,” said Diane Lang, 
a graduate from the original 
L.C. Anderson high school. 
“We knew about the other 
schools and we knew we 
weren’t being treated right, 
and we used that energy to 
try and make the best grades 
we could.”

Joe Capraro / Daily Texan Staff
Saxophone player Ben Ellman and trombonist Corey Henry of the band Galactic perform during the Dirty Dozen Brass Band’s set at Stubb’s on Friday night. 
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The spirit of the conference was more 
about how they made do, how did they 
create communities, how did they create 
futures in a period when people struggled.

—Frank Guridy, 
history associate professor and director of the John L. Warfield 

Center for African and African American Studies
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CORRECTION
Because of a reporting 
error, an article about Vice 
President Joe Biden in 
Austin in the Oct. 31 issue 
of the Daily Texan misstated 
the purpose of a Verizon 
Wireless’ donation. Verizon 
Wireless made it’s donation 
independently.

Because of a reporting error, 
a story about controversies 
surrounding the castings of 
“In the Heights” in the Oct. 
30 issue of The Daily Texan 
misstated the date of the 
show’s premiere. The show 
will premiere April 9, 2014.
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thought was a good friend took her outside after school to 
show her what he called a“pretty area,” according to La Riva. 
Soon, he was on top of her.

“I said ‘no,”’ La Riva said. “I was crying. But he didn’t stop.”
La Riva said she didn’t realize she had been assaulted for 

months following the incident.
“I kept asking myself, ‘Why didn’t I do more to stop it?’” La 

Riva said. “I didn’t want to feel like a rape statistic.”
Eventually, she recounted the story to a friend, who told her 

the experience sounded like rape.
It wasn’t until her first Voices Against Violence meeting this 

year — almost five years after her assault — that someone told 
her she was a survivor.

La Riva said her sexual assault has had a lasting effect on 
her, but she’s become more comfortable with recounting and 
dealing with her experience, in part, because of the resources 
she’s found on campus.

According to Burrows, experiences such as La Riva’s are not 
unusual. People often don’t realize they’ve been assaulted be-
cause there are many culture-wide misunderstandings about 
the meaning of consent and such a skewed picture of what 
most rapes look like, Burrows said. 

Jane Bost, associate director for the University’s Counseling 
and Mental Health Center, said the key is to spread awareness 
of what consent is as widely as possible. If someone tells a group 
of friends about an assault, Bost hopes at least one of them will 

have heard about the resources the University offers.
“We want people to know we’re here,” Bost said. “But talk-

ing about sexual assault at all is very new and really has only 
happened for the past 50 years, so we’re only at the beginning 
of a very long journey.”

When Schedeen falls back into depression, or has a bad day 
— the kind of bad day she says she never had before her as-
sault — Schedeen said she remembers a metaphor the center’s 
social worker, Laura Dannenmaier, provided her.

“Healing from this trauma isn’t a straight line,” Schedeen 
said. “It’s more like a mountain you’re climbing around. Some-
times you’ll end up at that same rough point in the mountain, 
months or even years later, and you’ll feel like you haven’t pro-
gressed — but you’re still higher than you were.”

Voices Against Violence also helps survivors through the Sur-
vivor’s Emergency Fund, which covers costs that survivors may 
encounter as a result of being sexually assaulted. This includes 
situation-specific costs such as changing the locks in a student’s 
apartment or paying for a medical examination a student might 
not want to show up on his or her parents’ insurance.

Schedeen used the fund to help pay for new glasses after her 
old pair was smashed during her assault.

“It was one less thing I had to think about,” Schedeen said. 
“They just took care of it for me.”

Hammat said the University is working with the federal govern-
ment to expand and clarify the people charged with “mandatory 
reporting.” Mandatory reporting legally requires certain University 
employees to report incidents of sexual assault they’re told about.

That list currently includes deans, department chairs and 
residential assistants, among others, but some responsibilities 
aren’t clearly defined.

Burrows said it’s unclear if a teaching assistant must report 
incidents of sexual assault to the University if told about an 
incident by another student.

Despite efforts to move away from the culture of silence, 
the conversation about sexual assault remains difficult for 
some survivors.

“I usually don’t tell people my story,” La Riva said. “I don’t 

want to make you feel uncomfortable.”
For Schedeen, silence is largely a mechanism of self-

preservation.
“People never know what to say,” Schedeen said. “They try 

to empathize or tell me they understand, but if you haven’t 
been sexually assaulted, you just can’t understand. You just 
don’t know what it’s like.”

Schedeen said a professor she admires told her not to men-
tion her assault on her applications to graduate school.

“He said they would think I was mentally unstable,” Sche-
deen said. “And he’s right. There is a conflation of mental ill-
ness with surviving sexual assault — and that’s awful.”

But in telling her story, Schedeen said she wants people to 
realize they should take ownership of their experiences.

“If you’re an assault survivor, that isn’t your fault, it is in 
no way your fault,” Schedeen said. “I want to stop feeling 
ashamed about my story.”

Burrows says people who work on sexual assault prevention 
wrap themselves in kind of a “cloak of contradictions” — they 
want to hear about more assault even as they want to reduce 
the assaults that occur.

“The more assaults I hear about, the more I know I’m doing 
my job right,” Burrows said. “But that also shows me just how 
much further we have to go.”

Though Schedeen still struggles, she said she’s moving on. 
She said she still has bad days, days when she can’t get out of 
bed, days when she doesn’t care about being alive. But they 
occur less and less now. Schedeen said she’s not the person she 
was 15 months ago before she was assaulted, but she’s doing 
all right.

“I’m moving up the mountain,” she said. “That’s progress.”

For a campus population of 50,000 [stu-
dents], that means we should be seeing 
12,500 cases a year. And we’re not.

—Jennifer Hammat, 
Institutional Title IX coordinator and assistant vice 

president for student affairs

ASSAULT
continues from page 1

What students don’t report: Statistics of sexual assault

1 5in
women are sexually assaulted while in college.

of college campus assaults involve victims 
who know their assailants.

80-90%

of men reported ex-
periencing attempted 
or completed sexual 
assault since entering 
college.

Approximately 
6.1% 

On-Campus Resources:

Counseling and Mental Health Services
Where: Student Services Building, fifth floor
Website: cmhc.utexas.edu
Phone number: 512-471-3515 (Ask for a "VAV" 
appointment)

University Health Services
Website: healthyhorns.utexas.edu
Phone number: 512-471-2955

Student Emergency Services
Phone number: 512-471-5017

Off-Campus Resources:

National Domestic Violence Hotline
Phone number: 1-800-799-7233

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
Where: St. David's Emergency Room, 919. E 
32nd St.

SafePlace
Website: safeplace.org
Phone number: 512-267-SAFE

For on and off-campus  
emergencies, call 911.

Fewer 
than 5% 
of survivors report the crime.

Sexual assault reported  
by supervisors at UT: 

16 forcible reported sexual offenses in 2011

18 forcible reported sexual offenses in 2012

Source: UT Counseling and Mental Health Center, “Overview of National Interpersonal Violence 
Studies and Statistics,” May 2013, and Texas Campus Sexual Assault Task Force Policy Briefs
Source: UT’s Annual Security Report

If you’ve experienced sexual as-
sault and would like to tell The  
Daily Texan your story, share it here:

bit.ly/dt_submit

Zachary Strain / Daily Texan Staff

Multimedia
UT student Kaila Schedeen speaks out to raise 
awareness of sexual assault victims.  
dailytexanonline.com
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EDITORIAL

Requiring a vote isn’t the right answer
COLUMN

GALLERY

By Eric Nikolaides
Daily Texan Columnist 

@eric_KTurner
Tomorrow is Election Day. Will you be 

voting?
If you choose not to, you’ll likely have 

company; off-year elections are notorious 
for low voter turnout. According to FairVote.
org, turnout for the last mayoral election in 
Austin was only 7 percent, and tomorrow 
will probably be even worse since there isn’t 
much on the ballot: just a special election to 
fill Mark Strama’s vacated Texas House seat 
— he is leaving to lead Austin’s Google Fi-
ber project — along with nine proposed state 
constitutional amendments and an afford-
able housing bond for the city. Even though 
the housing bond could have implications 
for those of us struggling to find an afford-
able place to live in Austin, the total absence 
of any major state or federal race on the bal-
lot makes this election nearly irrelevant to 
the average UT student. 

Nevertheless, rest assured that you’ll prob-
ably be hearing the old it’s-your-duty-to-vote 
lecture from that one civically-engaged gov-
ernment major that you know. Whether you 
see it on your Facebook news feed or over-
hear it in class, you’re bound to hear at least 
one person tell you that you really need to 
stop being so apathetic and go vote.

Usually, I am that civically-engaged gov-
ernment major nagging my friends to vote, 
and I probably will be at the polls tomor-
row, despite the low profile of the 11 issues 
on the ballot. However, this off-year election 
dilemma got me thinking about a broader 
question: What would happen if we were all 
required to vote? After all, it’s not out of the 
question that Congress could pass a law that 
made voting mandatory; Australia, Brazil, 
Argentina and Peru all have compulsory vot-
ing laws. And if it truly were our civic duty 
and responsibility to vote, wouldn’t it make 
sense to require it by law?

I sat down with Brian Roberts, a profes-
sor of government, geography and econom-
ics, to talk about compulsory voting, and he 
began with an analogy: Right now, there is 
no law against burning the American flag. 
As a result, your decision to not burn the 
flag could be seen as a sign of national pride 
or patriotism. But “if there were a law that 
forbade me from burning the American flag, 
and I don’t burn the flag,” Roberts explained, 
“you don’t know if it’s because I’m afraid of 
going to jail, or because I have some pride 
in my country. I would much rather be in a 

situation where my act of not burning the 
flag actually means something.”

Voting works the same way. Since it isn’t 
currently required, voting, as Roberts put it, 
is “a very clear statement of civic pride and 
faith in the system.” Would we want a situa-
tion where voting loses its patriotic and po-
litical significance, in which people only vote 
because they are scared of going to jail?

Voting is a powerful signal that can show 
how invested an individual is in the govern-
ment. But the implications of that signal can 
go far beyond one individual’s faith in gov-
ernment. Voter turnout statistics can be a 
powerful tool to evaluate an entire nation’s 
relationship with its government, and we 
often do judge “the health of a democracy 
by its level of participation” in elections, as 
Roberts explained.

For example, in the 1976 Supreme Court 
case “Buckley v. Valeo,” the court suggested 
that the level of participation in elections 
could be used to measure public trust in 
government. The case was a challenge to 
laws governing campaign finance — who 
could give money to federal candidates and 
how much they could give — and one of the 
dominant themes of the per curiam opin-
ion was that the government had a compel-
ling interest in preventing the appearance 
of corruption in politics. The reason it was 
important to curtail the appearance of such 
impropriety, according to the opinion, was 
to make sure that “confidence in the system 
of … Government is not to be eroded to a 
disastrous extent.” And how would we mea-
sure confidence in the system? Through par-
ticipation in elections or voter turnout.

But compulsory voting turns an essential 
tool into a worthless statistic. According to 
Roberts, it’s a “call to arms” when voting 
levels are low; it indicates that something is 
wrong. But requiring voting does not solve 
the underlying problem that is causing low 
turnout. By passing a compulsory voting 
law, Roberts contended that you simply 
“wash your hands of [the problem]. And 
then you take away the signal. How now 
will you judge the health of our democ-
racy if you’ve got no real way to figure out 
whether people buy into the system or not? 
Why would we expect any efforts to reform 
or change?”

In other words, low voter turnout can help 
to illuminate problems in our democratic 
system; compulsory voting would make it 
difficult to recognize and respond to those 
same problems that we are trying to solve.

Granted, no one is currently suggesting 
that we should make it a crime not to vote. 
But when we criticize each other for not 
participating in the democratic process, we 
should think about the logical conclusion of 
that argument, that participation in elections 
should be mandatory. It is definitely our 
right to vote — it’s a right that we should be 
proud and thankful to have. But compulsory 
voting is not the solution to our democracy’s 
problems.

By all means, go out and vote tomorrow. 
However, if someone tells you they aren’t 
voting, let them not vote. It might just be in 
our best interest if we ever want to solve our 
government’s many problems.

Nikolaides is a government and Spanish se-
nior from Cincinnati.

Low voter turnout can help to 
illuminate the problems in our 
democratic system; compulsory 
voting would make it difficult to 
… respond to [the] problems 
that we are trying to solve. 

The Daily Texan editorial board’s 
endorsements for Nov. 5 election

Illustration by Stephanie Vanicek / Daily Texan Staff

On Tuesday, the polls will open across Texas 
for a ballot election containing propositions that 
confront issues ranging from water planning to 
reverse mortgages. Students can vote on campus 
at the Flawn Academic Center and are required 
to bring a government-issued ID. Below are the 
endorsements of the Daily Texan editorial board 
for the Nov. 5 election. 

State constitutional amendments
Proposition 1

The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to provide for an exemption on 
from ad valorem tax on of all or part of the mar-
ket value of the residence homestead of the sur-
viving spouse of a member of the armed services 
of the United States who is killed in action.

Vote yes. It’s always problematic to add 
another tax exemption to the long list of ex-
emptions already available. Nevertheless, we 
support Proposition 1 because we believe the 
sacrifices made by military families make them 
deserving of the relief provided by this exemp-
tion. 

Proposition 2
The constitutional amendment eliminating an 

obsolete requirement for a State Medical Educa-
tion Board and a State Medical Education Fund, 
neither of which is operational.

Vote yes. Proposition 2, if approved, will 
eliminate an outdated, ineffective board that 
was originally created to encourage medical 
students to set up practice in rural areas. Al-
though the state’s rural population needs better 
access to medical care, the board hasn’t issued 
a single new loan since 1989 and has been ef-
fectively supplanted by other, more efficient 
measures. Voting yes will help streamline Texas 
government by doing away with an obsolete, 
toothless relic of another era.

Proposition 3
The constitutional amendment to authorize 

a political subdivision of this state to extend the 
number of days that aircraft parts that are ex-
empt from ad valorem taxation due to their loca-
tion in this state for a temporary period may be 
located in this state for purposes of qualifying for 
the tax exemption.

Vote yes. While Texas relies heavily on 
property tax revenues to fund its operations, 
we encourage Longhorns to vote yes on this 
measure because the current time limit of 175 
days unfairly burdens aircraft parts suppliers, 
who, because of industry turnover rates, often 
have to hold parts for longer periods of time. 
Extending the current limit to two years would 
allow businesses like San Marcos-based CFAN, 
which makes parts for Boeing jets, to remain 
competitive with out-of-state parts suppliers.  

Proposition 4
The constitutional amendment authorizing 

the legislature to provide for an exemption from 
ad valorem taxation of part of the market value 
of the residence homestead of a partially disabled 
veteran or the surviving spouse of a partially 
disabled veteran if the residence homestead was 
donated to the disabled veteran by a charitable 
organization.

Vote yes. Again, it is always problematic to 
add another tax exemption to the long list of 
those available in the state. But we agree with 
the reasoning of state Sen. Leticia Van de Putte, 
San Antonio, who stated (in a rebuttal to the 
suggestion of the Austin Chronicle to vote “no” 
on this proposition) that it sometimes happens 
that veterans are gifted homes by charitable or-
ganizations and then lose these homes when 
they can not pay the required property taxes. 
Sen Van de Putte has reasoned that this amend-
ment would prevent such tragedies from oc-
curring, and we agree with her.  

Proposition 5
The constitutional amendment to authorize 

the making of a reverse mortgage loan for the 
purchase of homestead property and to amend 
lender disclosures and other requirements in 
connection with a reverse mortgage loan.

Vote yes. Proposition 5 was placed on the bal-
lot after Senate Joint Resolution 18, authored 
by Sen. John Carona, R-Dallas and Rep. Mike 
Villarreal, D-San Antonio, passed the Texas 
Senate unanimously and received only one 
“no” vote in the Texas House. It provides Texas 
seniors with an alternate method of financ-
ing their retirement and has been endorsed 
by AARP. Texas is currently the only state that 
does not provide this type of mortgage, and al-
lowing the state to do so would be a relief to 
many Texas seniors who lack sufficient funds 
for retirement. 

Proposition 6
The constitutional amendment providing for 

the creation of the State Water Implementation 
Fund for Texas and the State Water Implemen-
tation Revenue Fund for Texas to assist in the 
financing of priority projects in the state water 
plan to ensure the availability of adequate water 
resources.

Vote yes. This is the most important issue on 
the ballot this year. The proposed constitutional 
amendment would create a permanent fund to 
finance water management projects around the 
state, and would start it off with an investment 
of more than $2 billion from the state’s rainy 
day fund. Don’t let the recent floods fool you. 
Texas is suffering from a crippling drought, 
and experts predict a disastrous combination 
of skyrocketing population and dwindling 
fresh water resources over the next 50 years. If 
our state doesn’t spend tens of billions of dollars 
on maximizing the efficiency of its water use, it 
will be impossible to sustain a stable population 
here — let alone a successful economy. From 
rice farmers on the Colorado to ranchers on 
the I-35 corridor to the entire city of Austin, the 
number of people who depend on this measure 
passing is too great to ignore.

Proposition 7
The constitutional amendment authorizing a 

home-rule municipality to provide in its charter 
the procedure to fill a vacancy on its governing 
body for which the unexpired term is 12 months 
or less.

Vote yes. Electing officials for terms of less 
than 12 months wastes taxpayer money on un-
necessary elections and puts in place public of-
ficials who lack the time necessary to perform 
their duty to the voters. 

Proposition 8
The constitutional amendment repealing Sec-

tion 7, Article IX, Texas Constitution, which 
relates to the creation of a hospital district in Hi-
dalgo County. 

Vote yes. The enabling legislation for this 
medical district puts a cap of 10 cents per 
$100 valuation of taxable property on the dis-
trict’s property tax rate. Other hospital districts 
around the state are allowed to levy a much 
higher tax rate. This, along with the county’s 
relatively small tax base, has long hampered 
the creation of a functional hospital district. 
Removing this limit will increase the chances 
of better medical care for Hidalgo County resi-
dents.

Proposition 9
The constitutional amendment relating to 

expanding the types of sanctions that may be 
assessed against a judge or justice following a 
formal proceeding instituted by the State Com-
mission on Judicial Conduct.

Vote yes. As much as we’d like to think of our 
judges and justices as untouchable paragons of 
virtue, Texas judicial practice has shown that 
they are susceptible to the same corrupting in-
fluences as the rest of us. Just two-and-a-half 
months ago, Abel Corral Limas, a former Texas 
state judge, was ordered by a U.S. district judge 
to pay restitution for selling favorable rulings. 
And this phenomenon is hardly a recent one. 
State District Judge O. P. Carrillo, who has 
been in the news again recently in relation to 
the investigation and possible impeachment 
of UT System Regent Wallace Hall, was im-
peached and removed from the bench in 1976 
for “schem[ing] to take Duval County taxpay-
ers’ money through phony equipment rentals,” 
as the Amarillo Globe-News put it at the time. 
These breaches of the public’s trust must be 
taken seriously. While the State Commission 
on Judicial Conduct is currently authorized to 
censure or recommend the removal of a judge 
or justice, this amendment would add to that 
list the ability to “issue an order of public ad-
monition, warning, reprimand, or requirement 
that the judge or justice obtain additional train-
ing or education in addition to the currently 
authorized punitive sanctions,” according to 
the Texas Legislative Council.

City of Austin Affordable Housing Bonds
Proposition 1

The issuance of $65,000,000 affordable hous-
ing bonds and notes for constructing, renovating, 
improving, and equipping affordable housing for 
low income persons and families; acquiring land 
and interests in land and property necessary to 
do so; and funding affordable housing programs 
as may be permitted by law; and the levy of a tax 
sufficient to pay the bonds and notes.

Vote yes. Austin’s proposed $65 million 
bonds would do a lot of good for the city’s 
low-income citizens, many of whom face 
great difficulty in meeting the state’s high-
est housing prices. There’s a lot to like about 
the Affordable Housing Bonds. Despite crit-
ics’ claims, they would not raise the city’s tax 
rate, and similar bonds in the past more than 
recuperated all the money spent. And helping 
the poor afford housing would encourage a 
more stable, prosperous community by allow-
ing them to stay and contribute to the city’s 
economy without as much fear of losing their 
homes. We believe that no one should be ex-
cluded from our city because of its exorbitant 
housing costs. The rest of us can do something 
to help those in need of affordable housing out 
by voting yes, and that’s what being a good 
neighbor is all about.

HORNS UP: BILL WOULD REUNITE FAMILIES ACROSS BORDERS

U.S. Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-El Paso, and Rep. Steve 
Pearce, R-New Mexico, filed a bill Thursday that would 
allow for review of cases for families separated by im-
migration laws. The bill would create an exception to a 
1996 law that prohibits anyone who has falsely claimed 
to be a U.S. citizen or violated other immigration laws 
from ever entering the United States again. We applaud 

the two congressmen for their bipartisan effort to let families stay together despite strict im-
migration restrictions. 



wide receivers junior Jaxon 
Shipley and sophomore 
Kendall Sanders combined. 

“We were challenging the 
guys, and somebody had to 
step up and make a differ-
ence in the game and change 
their momentum in the sec-
ond half,” Mack Brown said.

Malcolm Brown carried 
the team offensively with 
four touchdowns, a career-
high to mark his second 
consecutive multiple score 
performance. Brown had 
two touchdowns last week 
against TCU and credits his 
success to the offensive line. 

“We want to run tough ev-
ery week,” Malcolm Brown 
said. “I think that the offen-
sive line did a great job and 
made it a whole lot easier on 
me. I know we just want to 
ground those yards out and 
that is what we came out  
and did.”

Before freshman quarter-
back Tyrone Swoopes came 
in to replace him, senior 
quarterback Case McCoy 
recorded 20 completions for 
196 yards. The senior was 
sacked for the first time in 
nine quarters and threw two 
interceptions in the win.

“I thought Case did a good 
job of not getting frustrated 
when he had the turnovers 

that he had,” Mack Brown 
said. “He did a good job of 
leading the team in the sec-
ond half when things weren’t 
going really well. [He had] a 
little adversity today but he 
stepped up and handled it 
very well.” 

After handling plenty of 
trouble to begin the season, 
Texas now has to handle 
success as it has won its last 
five games and sits atop the 
Big 12. 

“We really haven’t had 
success [this season],” Gray 
said. “We’re headed to suc-
cess and we’re doing a great 
job right now. We’re climb-
ing that ladder and getting 
better and better each week.”

a short-yardage guy and goal  
line guy.”

 
Run defense continues  
to produce

For the third straight 
game, Texas limited the 
opposing running game 
to fewer than four yards  
per carry.

The Longhorns held Kan-
sas to 140 yards on 36 car-
ries, an average of just 3.9 
yards per rush. Through five 
conference games, Texas is 
allowing an average of 126.2 

rushing yards per game. 
Also noteworthy was 

Texas’ ability to slow down 
senior running back James 
Sims. After compiling a ca-
reer-high 176 rushing yards 
against Texas last season, 
Sims managed just 48 yards 
on 15 carries Saturday.

 
Receivers making plays

Texas enjoyed a balanced 
attack in the receiving game 
against Kansas, with seven 
players recording a catch 
Saturday.

Leading the way was ju-
nior wide receiver Jaxon 
Shipley, who hauled in six 

passes for a team-high 77 
yards. Sophomore running 
back/wide receiver Daje 
Johnson also performed 
well, tallying a career-
high seven receptions for  
46 yards.

Sophomore wide receiver 
Marcus Johnson contin-
ued his strong connection 
with senior quarterback 
Case McCoy, making three 
catches for 44 yards. John-
son has registered 223 re-
ceiving yards in his past 
three games, with four of 
his seven receptions over 
that stretch going for at 
least 31 yards.

into-the-kicker penalty al-
lowed the Longhorns to snag 
an early lead, but a team that 
had not won a Big 12 game 
in 24 straight opportunities 
played Texas well.

This all changed at the 
6:37 mark of the third quar-
ter. With the ball in Texas 
territory, and the energy 
and momentum of the game 
funneling to the Jayhawks, 
the Longhorn front four 
made a play.

Junior defensive end 
Cedric Reed swooped in 
off the edge, with senior 
defensive end Jackson Jeff-
coat forcing his way around 
on the other side of the 
line. The pair converged 
toward Kansas quarterback 
Jake Heaps, and when Reed 
arrived first, he delivered 
a punishing blow, knock-
ing the ball out of Heaps’ 
hands. That’s when op-
portunistic senior defen-
sive tackle Chris Whaley 
scooped up the ball, and, 
using his high school fea-
ture back talents, streaked 

towards the end zone  
untouched.

The defense’s touchdown 
sparked the Longhorns 21-0 
run, and flipped the direc-
tion of the contest, placing 
the game out of reach for an 
overmatched Kansas squad.

“It changed momentum 
completely,” head coach 
Mack Brown said. “Some-
body had to step it up and 
make a difference in the 
game and change their mo-
mentum in the second half, 
and then after that it really 
wasn’t a game.”

But that’s part of the issue 
for Texas. It never should 
have been a game against 
Kansas. The Jayhawks rank 
last or second to last in 
nearly every major statisti-
cal category among Big 12 
teams. Texas hasn’t fallen 
to Kansas since 1938. But 
for the second season in a 
row, the Longhorns skirt-
ed dangerously close to  
being upset.

Texas should not have al-
lowed Kansas into the game. 
The Longhorns are infinitely 
more talented; Being their 
first home game in 44 days, 

the team should not have 
lacked for energy. The play-
ers denied an absence of ef-
fort early, but Brown could 
only speak for himself after 
the game.

“I don’t know,” Brown 
said. “You’d have to ask 
them. There’s a whole bunch 
of them, so when you say en-
ergy, that covers a big group. 
My energy was good.”

The Longhorns aren’t 
good enough at this point 
to take teams lightly. Brown 
called this a “true trap 
game,” and he was right. But 
Texas can’t afford perfor-
mances like these. Against 
any other Big 12 team this 
showing would have result-
ed in a loss.

It certainly would against 
the last three teams on the 
Longhorns’ schedule: Okla-
homa State, Texas Tech and 
Baylor — all of whom are 
ranked. But that stretch is 
still a week away. First, Tex-
as must travel to Morgan-
town to face West Virginia 
for the first time. And if this 
game is a forewarning, the 
Longhorns better be ready 
to play.
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790 Part Time

PART TIME 
CASHIER NEEDED

at independent pharmacy in 
West Austin. Shift includes 
evenings and weekends. Ref-
erences required. Call Mark or 
Elizabeth. 512-478-6419

STUDENTPAYOUTS. COM Paid 
Survey Takers Needed in Aus-
tin. 100% FREE to Join! Click on 
Surveys. 
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FOR SALE

Sell Textbooks
SCIENCE FICTION: After cata-
strophic biological warfare, we 
may not agree on what nature is 
or what civilization is. WILDER-
NESS, a science fiction novel, 
is by Alan Kovski. Available via 
Amazon.com 

SCIENCE FICTION: What will we 
become, years from now? Better 
or worse? Fools, victims, fortu-
nate souls, survivors in danger-
ous times? Remembering the 
Future, science fiction stories by 
Alan Kovski. Available via Ama-
zon.com. 
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It looks as though senior 
setter Hannah Allison has 
reclaimed her role as the 
starting setter of the top-
ranked Longhorns. 

And she did so in a domi-
nating fashion against the first 
ranked opponent Texas has 
faced since late September.

Allison recorded a season-
high 52 assists, while junior 
outside hitter Haley Eckerman 
logged a game-high 19 kills 
helping top-ranked Texas (17-
2, 10-0 Big 12) down No. 25 
Oklahoma 3-1 (25-15, 25-17, 
25-27, 25-21) on Saturday eve-
ning in Norman to stay perfect 
in conference play and carry its 
win streak to 13 games.

But Allison didn’t just 

set up teammates; She had 
kills and blocks. Allison tied 
sophomore middle blocker 
Molly McCage with a game-
high eight blocks while re-
cording four kills of her own.

With a tight start to the 
game at 12-11, Texas pulled 
away from the Sooners (18-5, 
6-3 Big 12) in the first game 
with an 11-2 run to take a 23-
13 lead behind Eckerman’s 
offense and the Sooners’ er-
rors. The Longhorns wound 
up dominating, as they outhit 
the Sooners .355-.036.

The second game wasn’t as 
close in the beginning. Texas 
built a quick 8-3 advantage as 
the Sooners struggled to find 
their way around the Texas 
block. Oklahoma battled 
back, cutting the lead to three 
at 17-14. Texas took the next 

two points before going on a 
4-0 run to seal the match and 
take a 2-0 lead in the match.

Oklahoma took the third 
game from Texas — the first 
time it has won a game against 
the Longhorns since Nov. 26, 
2011 — as it held on to its ear-
ly lead to squeak out a 27-25 
win and force a fourth game. 
The Sooners started the game 
with consecutive aces before 
the Longhorns clawed their 
way back. But Texas was un-
able to take advantage of their 
match point, while Oklahoma 
put theirs away.

Texas went on a 7-3 run 
to close the fourth game and 
secure its 10th Big 12 win in 
as many tries.

The Longhorns have a 
midweek bye before hosting 
Kansas on Saturday.

Texas downs Oklahoma for second time
VOLLEYBALL

By Evan Berkowitz
@Evan_Berkowitz
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Among empty seats and a 
lethargic crowd, the Long-
horns returned home Satur-
day afternoon for their first 
home game in 44 days.

After a sluggish start, 
Texas was able to grab its 
fifth Big 12 win of the sea-
son, defeating Kansas 35-13. 
Highlighted by junior run-
ning back Malcolm Brown 
and senior defensive tackle 
Chris Whaley, the Long-
horns handed the Jayhawks 

their 26th consecutive Big 
12 loss. 

“It’s a ‘W,’” head coach 
Mack Brown said. “We’ve 
won five straight. We’re 5-0 
in the league. The objective 
was to get a ‘W.’ When you 
can win and have a lot of 
things to fix, I think it’s won-
derful. Better than last year’s 
Kansas game, too.” 

The Longhorns failed to 
grab any points in the first 
quarter for the first time 
since their season opener 
but were able to stop the 
Jayhawks. Mistakes plagued 

both teams in the first half, 
as neither created much of-
fensive production.

Coming into the game as 
a 28-point favorite, Texas 
only led 14-3 at halftime.

“They did some things 
we didn’t see on film, and 
it kind of got to us,” sopho-
more running back Johna-
than Gray said. “We had to 
regroup and come back at 
half time and just adjust. 
And that’s what we did.”

Texas never fully pulled 
away from Kansas until 
the third quarter, as the  

Jayhawks tallied two field 
goals to keep them within 
striking distance for most of 
the game.

The turning point came 
when junior defensive 
end Cedric Reed forced a 
fumble that was recovered 
by Whaley returned for six 
points, his second touch-
down of the season. The for-
mer running back also had 
a pick six against Oklahoma 
last month and currently 
has more touchdowns than 

6 SPTS
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ENTER NOW
INTRAMURAL BASKETBALL

TEAMWORKSTARTS HERE

UT Campus Waller Creek Cleanup 
 

    

Rain falling on UT campus gets channeled to ‘storm drains’ 
which direct the storm water (rain) to Waller Creek and  
ultimately to Lady Bird Lake.  Storm water becomes polluted 
when it picks up trash, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants 
on the street. 
 
Storm water IS NOT treated, so make sure: 
 
The Drain is just for the Rain! 
 

 Put litter and cigarette butts in trash cans 
 Dispose of pet wastes in the trash 
 Never pour used oil, paints, or any chemical into 

a storm drain 
 

Call 471-3511, the UT Environmental Hotline, if you see 
oil, soil, or chemicals going to the creek. 
 

Join the Waller Creek Cleanup: 
Saturday, November 9th, 2013 – 8:30-11:30 AM  
www.wallercreekut.org 
 
          Longhorns don’t litter!  
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Jayhawk down
By Garrett Callahan

@callahangarrett

Shelby Tauber / Daily Texan Staff
Sophomore running back/wide receiver Daje Johnson along with four other runners combined for 221 yards on the ground 
to lead the Longhorns past the Jayhawks on Saturday. The Jayhawks averaged just 3.9 yards per carry.

The Longhorns improved 
to 5-0 in conference play 
with their 35-13 victory 
over Kansas. Here are three 
things worth noting from  
Saturday’s game:

 
Malcolm Brown is back

Junior running back Mal-
colm Brown continued his 
scorching play Saturday, 
rushing for a career-high 
four touchdowns while 
racking up 119 yards on  
the ground.

Brown has now rushed 
for 290 yards and six touch-
downs in his last three con-
tests after accumulating 53 
yards with only one score in 
his first five games. His 100-
yard effort on Saturday was 
his second of the season and 
the sixth of his career.

Brown’s physical approach 
complements sophomore 
running back Johnathan 
Gray’s ability to work out-
side the tackles, and he said 
he enjoyed searching for 
contact near the goal line  
against Kansas.

“That is the type of run-
ner I want to be,” Brown 
said. “These coaches, they 
want guys that are tough, 
like the contact and are not 
backing away from it. That 
is something I have taken 
pride in this past year being 

NFL
VIKINGS

COWBOYS

COLTS

TEXANS

Marielle Hall takes 
first in Big 12 meet

Senior women’s cross 
country runner Marielle 
Hall became the first ever 
Longhorn to win the indi-
vidual title at the 2013 Big 
12 Cross Country Cham-
pionships on Saturday 
morning at Cottonwood 
Creek Golf Course. 

Hall isn’t just the first 
women to accomplish 
this feat for the Long-
horns, but the first for 
both sides. She won the 
6,000-meter race with a 
career-best 19:38.3. The 
next closest was 10 sec-
onds behind her. 

“I’m super excited,” 
Hall said in a statement. 
“Texas is all about history, 
tradition and upholding 
that, so just to be able to 
contribute to that is such 
an honor.”

Hall, who will go down 
as one of the best distance 
runners in Texas his-
tory, now owns three of 
the seven top-10 finishes 
in the Big 12 champion-
ships, and the only one to 
do it twice. 

Despite Hall’s perfor-
mance, the Longhorns 
could only muster a 
fourth-place team finish 
as Iowa State took home 
the crown.

—Evan Berkowitz

SPORTS 
BRIEFLY

BCS Poll:  

1. Alabama

2. Florida State

3. Oregon

4. Ohio State

5. Stanford

6. Baylor

7. Clemson

8. Missouri

9. Auburn

10. Oklahoma

14. Oklahoma 
State

25. Texas Tech

Brown runs 
for four TDs 
to ignite UT’s 
ground game

By Peter Sblendorio
@petersblendorio

TOP TWEETS
UT vs. KansasFans, alumni and re-

porters tweeted their 
thoughts about the game.

ESPN Texas @ESPNTexas
Chris Whaley touchdown. Again.

Chris Hummer @chris_hummer
Case McCoy with the trick “act like I fell 
handoff”, resulting in a long Malcolm 
Brown TD on 4th and 1.

Christian Corona @ChristianC0rona
Swoopes! There he is... finally #Longhorns

Adam Winkler @WinklerKEYE
The back-up/dual threat QB has scored a 
rushing TD late in a blowout at DKR!!! (Not 
Tyrone Swoopes...KU’s Cozart.)

University Co-op @universitycoop
HORNS WIN, 35-13! Did you know? Today 
marks Case McCoy’s first win at #DKR 
in which he started the game. Hard to 
believe. #BowlEligible

Adrian Phillips @Phillips_17
Woooooooooow ask coach Akina would 
say.....“that was beautiful”

Jake Heaps @jtheaps9
@elJEFEcoat44 @Case McCoy6 congrats 
on the win guys. Was good to see you. 
Good luck rest of the way.

Jeff Howe @JeffHowe247
The #Longhorns still unranked in both 
polls. 31 points behind No. 25 Notre 
Dame in Coaches Poll. #HookEm #UT

JAYHAWKS page 5 BROWN page 5

LONGHORNS 
IN THE NFL

Marquise 
Goodwin 
59-yard 
touchdown 
reception

Brian  
Robison
2 sacks

Jamaal 
Charles 
90 yards 
rushing
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ACROSS
 1 Treaty
 5 Muslim leader
 9 Office notes
14 Sore, as from 

overexercise
15 One-named 

Nigerian singer 
of “The Sweetest 
Taboo”

16 Pass into law
17 *Suddenly slam 

on the brakes
19 Expand, as a 

building
20 ___ moss 

(gardening 
purchase)

21 Previously, in old 
usage

23 Dallas hoopster, 
informally

24 Corporate jet 
manufacturer

26 *Top 40 music 
world

28 Fundamentally
30 Means of music 

storage
31 Tie the ___ (wed)

32 Was gaga about
35 Kennel bark
36 *“NYPD Blue” or 

“Miami Vice”
38 Fraternity “T”
41 Strongman of the 

Bible
42 Porkers 
43 Deluxe Cuban 

cigar brand
46 Eight-armed sea 

creature
49 *Tricky tennis 

stroke
52 Paul of “Mad 

About You”
53 Like many 

workers, after 
age 65: Abbr.

54 Gauge showing 
r.p.m.’s

55 Sunrise direction
56 Ancient Greek 

public square
58 Spy activities … 

or a hint to the 
answers to the 
six starred clues

62 O’Brien of late-
night TV

63 Preowned
64 ___ Mountains 

(Eurasian range)
65 Struck with a 

bent leg
66 Rules and ___
67 Fire lover, briefly

DOWN
 1 Faux ___ 

(blunder)
 2 Circus 

performance
 3 *Stolen car 

destination, 
maybe

 4 Prepare for 
printing

 5 Beatty/Hoffman 
bomb of 1987

 6 Chairman whose 
figure overlooks 
Tiananmen 
Square

 7 11-Down extra
 8 D.C.’s subway 

system
 9 Goulash, e.g.
10 “___ of 

discussion!”
11 Emmy-winning 

AMC series set 
in the 1960s

12 Gas rating
13 Kitchen 

centerpieces
18 Yemen’s capital
22 Vice president 

Agnew
24 Like some poorly 

applied makeup
25 Source of 

many Sicilian 
explosions

27 Cow’s chew
29 Reveille’s 

counterpart
33 Brit. military 

award

34 “Yikes!”
36 Where to get a 

taxi
37 Mutual of ___
38 *Opening 

segment in a 
newscast

39 Fit of fever
40 Stalin’s land, in 

brief
41 Nurse a beverage

42 Raise, as with a 
crane

43 Means of music 
storage

44 Setting for TV’s 
“Portlandia”

45 Definitely a day 
to run the A.C.

47 Church beliefs
48 Glum drop
50 Come to pass

51 “___ were the 
days …”

57 Arctic explorer 
John

59 Relax, with “out”

60 3, 4 or 5 on a 
golf course

61 ___-mo replay
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ACROSS

 1 Clemson Tigers 
logo

 9 Mistreating
15 Not left 

hanging, say
16 Draws
17 Mimosas and 

such
19 Toddler seats?
20 ___ Day (May 

1)
21 ___ gratia
22 Become 

completely 
absorbed

23 Florida’s ___ 
National Park

25 Rhone feeder
26 It can be found 

beneath the 
lower crust

27 “Look ___” 
(Vince Gill hit)

28 Sauce often 
served with 
oysters

32 See 43-Across

33 Beginning of 
time?

34 Mao’s designated 
successor 

35 Snoop Dogg, to 
Cameron Diaz 
[fun fact!]

37 Kind of check: 
Abbr.

38 Coeur ___

39 Capitale 
européenne

40 Angry Birds or 
Tetris, e.g.

43 With 32-Across, 
study of Hesse 
and Mann, 
informally

44 W.W. II battle 
site, for short

45 One might be a 
couple of years 
old

46 2013 women’s 
singles champ at 
Wimbledon

47 Shows 
levelheadedness

50 Mobile 
advertising 
medium?

51 Hardly like the 
pick of the litter

52 “Oh man, that’s 
bad”

53 Words after 
“say” or before 
“bad”

DOWN

 1 Ring 
accompaniers

 2 Like stunt pilots’ 
stunts

 3 Headed toward 
bankruptcy

 4 Printer rollers

 5 Release a claim 
to, legally

 6 What the 
French think?

 7 Marxist Andrés 
and writer Anaïs

 8 Boom source

 9 Centennial, e.g.

10 Good at 
drawing?

11 Continental 
abbr.

12 Attention-
seeking, say

13 Woodenware

14 Davis of 
Hollywood

18 Put off

23 Occupy 
opponent

24 Suffix with hex-

26 Eyeshades?

28 Like a customer 
who may get 
special notice

29 Plastic that 
can be made 
permanently 
rigid

30 See red?

31 Corroded

33 Braggadocios

36 Inauguration 
recitation, 
maybe

37 Confirmed

39 Ones above 
military heads

40 Lists

41 “Would that it 
were!”

42 Former Israeli 
president 
Katsav

43 Adorned, per 
menus

46 Something with 
round parts?

48 Draw

49 Part of 8-Down
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Today’s solution will appear here next issue
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.

Crop it out, or it’ll be the the �shes for ya!

t

1 3 9 4 6 8 2 5 7
2 4 6 3 7 5 9 1 8
5 8 7 2 1 9 6 3 4
4 7 5 1 2 6 3 8 9
3 9 2 8 4 7 1 6 5
8 6 1 5 9 3 7 4 2
7 5 8 9 3 1 4 2 6
6 1 4 7 8 2 5 9 3
9 2 3 6 5 4 8 7 1

2 5 4 6 1 7 3 8 9
6 3 9 4 2 8 5 7 1
1 7 8 5 9 3 2 6 4
9 4 6 3 8 2 7 1 5
3 2 1 7 6 5 9 4 8
7 8 5 1 4 9 6 2 3
5 1 3 8 7 6 4 9 2
8 6 2 9 3 4 1 5 7
4 9 7 2 5 1 8 3 6

2 5  6  7   9
6     8  7
1 7      6
    8    5
3  1    9  8
7    4
 1      9 2
 6  9     7
4   2  1  3 6
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YOU BE THE  
JUDGE
Making the decision to attend law school  
is huge. You can feel confident and  
comfortable with the right choice.

At South Texas College of Law/Houston you will find: 

x  an exceptional faculty

x   an advocacy program rated No.1 in the nation by  
the Blakely Advocacy Institute 

x   affordable tuition rates, as evidenced by a “Best  
Value” private law school ranking in The National  
Jurist magazine 

x    the Randall O. Sorrells Legal Clinic, which houses  
more than 10 direct-service clinics, academic  
externships and a vibrant volunteer pro bono program 

x  an award-winning legal research and writing faculty

x  a broad and flexible curriculum

x  a helpful and knowledgeable staff 

x   more than 30 student organizations that provide a  
nurturing social environment and opportunities for  
community service

x   a downtown location close to major law firms and  
corporations for enhanced job opportunities

x x

x x

South texaS College of law/Houston

Houston’s Oldest Law School, 713.646.1810 • www.stcl.edu

At Pinballz Arcade, peo-
ple can hear the clanging 
of tokens in hands and the 
pinging of pinballs whiz-
zing through machines — 
sounds of a seemingly by-
gone era that continues here  
in Austin.

Darren Spohn and his wife 
Mikki opened Pinballz in 
2010 and have provided Aus-
tin with its pinball fix ever 
since. Spohn has run tech 
and IT companies in town 
for 15 years, but his love for 
pinball machines began long 
before that. 

“I asked my wife ‘Do you 
mind if I get a pinball ma-
chine?’ and she said ‘Oh, 
that’s fine,’” Spohn said. “I 
bought it and I said ‘Well, 
I actually bought two,’ and 
then like a week later we’re 
out at lunch, and I said ‘Hey, 
I’ve got to tell you — I have 
seven of these now,’ and 
it just kind of blossomed  
from there.”

What began as a personal 
collection has now grown 
to more than 100 pinball 
machines and a cadre of 
old-school video and ticket-
rewarding games. 

“We really felt that the 
town needed something 
different like that,” Spohn 
said. “It needed a kind of 
cool, ‘Cheers bar’ approach 
to running one of those. 
And we figured we’d give 
it a shot, and we opened it 
three years ago, and it’s been  
very successful.”

Pinballz is family-oriented 
during the day, but when the 
sun goes down, the atmo-
sphere gets downright adult. 
Gamers stay late into the 
night on weekends, which 
may or may not be aided by 

the casual BYOB policy for 
those 21 and older.

A specialized arcade such 
as Pinballz did not exist in 
Austin outside of giant fam-
ily entertainment centers. 

With more than 200 
games, the biggest challenge 
facing the arcade is simply 
keeping everything run-
ning, from AC/DC pinball 
to Dance Dance Revolution 
and from the classic Skeeball 
to a custom-built big screen 
Street Fighter.

“We have over 100 games 
and things go constantly 
wrong on those,” Spohn said. 
“We don’t charge a lot of mon-
ey for our games, so it’s a chal-
lenge with what we charge to 
keep everything running at 95 
percent or higher.”

William “Billy” Renquen 
has worked on these games 
since the arcade opened. A 
certified master auto-me-
chanic by trade, Renquen 
keeps the flippers flipping 
at Pinballz in addition to  

running his own auto-shop.
“When we first opened 

three years ago, they were 
running maybe 60-70 per-
cent, and I was fixing five to 
seven games a day,” Renquen 
said. “It took me about a year 
to catch up and have all of 
them running at once.”

Machines go down daily 
at Pinballz, and it’s up to 
Renquen and his team to get 
them back up.

“The machines are high 
maintenance,” Renquen said. 

“They vibrate a lot. There’s a 
lot of movement going on, so 
they fail pretty constantly — 
some more than others. You 
just work as fast as you can 
and as hard as you can … It’s 
a pride thing for me to keep 
them all running.”

Pinballz harkens to the 
early days of arcade gam-
ing. It’s not merely the 
games that bring back nos-
talgia for an era the college  
generation missed.

“To us it’s rewarding that 

we brought in a place like 
that — that really ramps up 
Austin,” Spohn said. “It’s that 
really cool feeling that we 
brought something unique 
to Austin.” 
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Pinballz provides gamer heaven
By Elizabeth Williams

@bellzabeth

Helen Fernandez / Daily Texan Staff
Certified master auto-mechanic Billy Renquen shows the inside of a pinball machine at Pinballz Arcade. Pinballz has been in Austin for three years and has 
more than 100 pinball machines.  

Multimedia
Pinballz Arcade  
provides a nostalgic 
gaming experience. 
Watch our video at  
dailytexanonline.com

CITY


