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Rare, Blind Catfish Never Before Found in U.S. Discovered in National Park Cave in Texas

Rare, Blind Catfish Never Before Found in U.S.
Discovered in National Park Cave in Texas

June 016
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These two Mexican blindcats were discovered in an underwater cave near Del Rio, Texas. Danté Fenolio.

AUSTIN, Texas — An extremely rare eyeless catfish species previously known to exist only in Mexico

has been discovered in Texas.




CONSERVATION STATUS ASSESSMENTS

> Determining the extinction risk of species

> Assigning conservation ranks
= Informing listing statuses and policy decisions
= determining conservation and funding priorities
= direct conservation action
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RANKING CRITERIA

- Rarity
- range/distribution
* range extent, area of occupancy

- abundance/condifion
* number of occurrences, population size, viability of occurrences

1

- Threats
- scope, severity

|

 Trends
- short-term, long-term
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THREATS: OIL AND GAS
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FACTOR SUMMARY

Factor Group Factor Value Score

Rarity 1:
Range/
Distribution

Rarity 2:
Abundance/
Condition

Threats

Trends



CONSERVATION RANK

« G2 - Imperiled — At high risk of
extinction or elimination due to
restricted range, few
populations or occurrences,
steep declines, severe threats,
or other factors

- Relates to an IUCN Red List
status of VU - Vulnerable -
Facing a high risk of extinction
due to at least one of five
criteria defined in the IUCN Red
List Categories and Criteria v3.]1
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- Conservation status of Prietella phreafophila

- Based on this analysis, P. phreatophila is in danger of extinction and in
need of conservation action.

- The conservation rank was driven mostly by the small Area of Occupancy,
few Number of Occurrences, and high Threat Impact.

- The maqjor threats facing P. phreatophila were water abstraction and
climate change. The direct effects of oil and gas exploration and
extraction were a lesser threat currently, but could become more
important as exploration and extraction in the Burgos Basin increases.

- However, this was a preliminary assessment, and more data are needed
to further refine and improve this conservation assessment.
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GeoCat Tool: geocat.kew.org

Rank Calculator: http://www.natureserve.org/download-rank-calculator
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