
As the search for a parking 
spot at UT becomes more dif-
ficult, more students are opt-
ing for alternative means of 
transportation to take stress 
off of themselves, their bank 
accounts and the environment.

Walking, biking and vari-
ous forms of shared transit, 
including city and Univer-
sity buses, have emerged as 
UT students’ top alternatives 
to personal vehicles. Blanca 
Juarez, alternative transpor-
tation manager for Parking 
and Transportation Services, 
said this change is continual-
ly occurring at UT because of 
the reduced stress, cost and 
environmental impact of al-
ternative transit when com-
pared to the personal vehicle.

Juarez said the University 
has increasingly pushed these 
modes of transit, recently 
introducing a Green on the 
Go campaign to promote al-
ternative transit in order to  
reduce campus congestion 

and environmental pollution.
Juarez said she personally 

chooses to take Capital Met-
ro’s MetroRail to UT because 
of the reduced stress and free 
time it gives her. 

“It’s just one way to pre-
pare myself for the day or on 
my way home to not have to 
deal with traffic,” Juarez said.

University-endorsed al-
ternative transit services in-
clude carpool and vanpool 
programs; shuttles to major 
Texas cities on weekends; the 
availability of charter buses 
for special events; the Zipcar 
“carshare” program; BikeUT, 
an initiative to make the 
University more bicyclist-
friendly; an extensive UT 
shuttle program and a part-
nership with Capital Metro 
that allows students, faculty 
and staff to ride all mainline 
buses and MetroRail services 
free of charge. 

Juarez said other alter-
native transit options that 
students use include the 
car2go “carshare” program,  

Bobby Stone has worked 
for UT’s Parking and Trans-
portation Services for 26 
years. As the director, he 
is responsible for oversee-
ing all transportation op-
erations, including campus 

parking, shuttle buses and 
maintenance of all Uni-
versity vehicles. Stone sat 
down with The Daily Texan 
to discuss the current state 
of parking at the Univer-
sity, common parking com-
plaints and what he is doing 
to address these issues.

The Daily Texan: What 

are the most common 
complaints you hear about 
parking on campus?

Bobby Stone: Having to 
pay to park. One of the big-
gest misconceptions is that 
we get funding from tuition 
or get funding from the 
state, and we don’t. All our 

Last week Jeff Butler, a man-
agement information systems 
senior, arrived 30 minutes late 
to his database management 
class. Butler uses a wheelchair 
and can only take accessible 
routes through campus, so 
when he can’t find handicap 
parking near his classes, he 
usually cannot make it on time.

“I usually go up a hill to 
Whitis Avenue toward the 
Tower, where I can take 
the handicap ramp toward 
the South Mall and then 
cruise down a hill toward 
the business school,” Butler 
said. “It’s not ideal, but I’m 
used to it by now.”

Butler said he usually finds 
parking on Inner Campus 
Drive near the McCombs 
School of Business but has 
missed class on multiple 

occasions when no parking 
spaces were available.

As is the case with most 
parking permits, the Uni-
versity doesn’t have as many 
parking spaces for the dis-
abled as permits sold by Park-
ing and Transportation Ser-
vices. Since the Americans 
with Disabilities Act became 
law in 1990, state accessibility 
standards require entities to 
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THE PARKING ISSUE

Alternative wheels 
roll onto campus

Accessible spots elude drivers

PTS director shares insight
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A ParkinG
Discrepancy

PARKING INVENTORY
7,716 surface lot spaces

8,159 garage spaces

PERMIT SALES
13,255 student permits

12,662 faculty and staff permits
5,827 other permits
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JERI BAKER,
Assistant director of Parking  
and Transportation Services

If 75,000 people  
decided to come to 
campus today and 

said, ‘I’m going to hop 
in my car and no one’s 
going to ride in the car 

with me,’ we would 
have a big problem.

Fewer than 16,000 parking spots serve the 75,000 students, fac-
ulty and staff who make up the UT community, creating challenges 
for drivers and Parking and Transportation Services officials. 

Every time a new building goes up on top of a parking lot, it 
leaves fewer spaces to accommodate needs and makes it harder for 
PTS to cover more than $14.5 million in expenses.

“If 75,000 people decided to come to campus today and said, ‘I’m 
going to hop in my car and no one’s going to ride in the car with 
me,’ we would have a big problem,” Jeri Baker, assistant director of 
PTS, said.

Eleana Galicia, an urban studies senior, parks in the Longhorn 
Lots on the periphery of campus near Interstate 35.

“You’re never going to find parking on campus,” Galicia said. “I 
really don’t think they have enough parking spaces for everyone.”

Baker said UT does have enough parking spaces, despite the fact 
that it sold 15,869 more permits than total spaces during fiscal year 
2010-2011. UT sold 31,744 parking permits during the year, and 
the campus has 15,875 spaces.

“Last year there wasn’t a day when people who had a C permit 
didn’t have a place to park,” Baker said. “Not everyone comes to 
campus every day.”  

Because commuters are on campus for such short times on dif-
ferent days of the week, PTS Services is able to sell more permits 
than spaces but regulates sales to make sure there isn’t a parking 
shortage, Baker said.

“I don’t look strictly at the number of spaces we have,” Baker said. 
“I look at what the utilization of those spaces are. The worst thing 
you can do is walk past a space and wonder why you can’t buy a 
permit for that space.”

Michelle Hodge, a Spanish and UTeach junior, said as long as 
she arrives early she has plenty of spots to choose from in the C 
lots, where she parks Monday, Wednesday and Friday. She said she 
would  automatically go to the Longhorn Lots if the C lots were 
regularly full when she arrives, although she sees many people who 
don’t do this.

“I think a lot of people don’t want to go to the Longhorn Lots be-
cause of having to take the shuttle or make the long walk over to cam-
pus,” Hodge said. “I think a lot of people, if there is not parking in the C 
parking, will opt for street parking or drive around forever waiting for 
someone to come to their car and leave.”

The more parking passes PTS sells, the lower prices are, Baker 
said. The entity is self-funded from the revenue it generates sell-
ing passes and issuing citations. Each year it estimates its expenses 
prices parking fees just high enough to break even, Baker said.

In the 2010-2011 fiscal year, the organization’s total revenue 
was almost $16.9 million. Garage parking revenue accounted for 

Master Pancake
Come watch Austin’s 
favorite movie mockers, 
Master Pancake, as they 
mock their way through 
George A. Romero’s “Night 
of the Living Dead.” The 
jokes and singalongs start 
at 7 p.m. at the Alamo 
Drafthouse Ritz and tickets 
cost $13.50. 

Avant Garde
Experimental Response 
Cinema, a group of col-
lective avant garde film 
artists, are showcasing 
experimental films from 
the dark side as part of its 
Avant Halloween special. 
The screenings start to-
night at 7:30 p.m. at Spider 
House Street Ballroom.

Texas soccer plays 
West Virginia
Longhorn soccer takes 
on the West Virginia 
Mountaineers. Features 
include Hook ‘Ems 
Halloween (wear costume 
for parade and trick-or-
treating) and Scout Day: $4 
general admission ticket 
for Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts 
and guests. The game 
will take place at Mike A. 
Meyers Stadium & Soccer 
Field from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

TODAY

Today 
in history
In 1968
Soviet cosmonaut 
Georgy Beregovoy 
piloted Soyuz 3 into 
space for a four-
day mission. 

Pu Ying Huang | Daily Texan Staff
Director of Parking and Transportation Services Bobby Stone has been with PTS for 26 years 
and oversees all transportation operations. Stone recommends commuters look at alternate 
transit options such as using bikes, buses and UT’s carpooling program.

Pu Ying Huang | Daily Texan Staff
Business junior Andrew Bowen frequently bikes, walks or takes 
the bus rather than drive to school because of the cost of a 
parking pass and the time it takes to find parking.
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A steady stream of students 
could be seen inside the Flawn 
Academic Center throughout 
the week preparing to cast 
their ballots during the first 
days of early voting for the 
2012 presidential elections. 

At the end of the fourth day 
of early voting, 3,849 votes 
had been cast at the FAC. 
Billy Calve, director of Stu-
dent Government’s Hook the 
Vote campaign, said although 
the energy and enthusiasm of 
2008 is difficult to replicate, 

student engagement remains 
high on campus.

Some statistics show that 
being civically engaged is 
less common among young 
people. In 2008, 49 percent 
of eligible 18 to 24-year-olds 
reported voting compared to 
an overall turnout rate of 64 
percent, according to a report 
by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
This increase was compared 
to a 47 percent voter turnout 
in 18 to 24-year-olds in 2004, 
when there was also a 64 per-
cent turnout rate among all 
citizens of voting age.

A recent study by the Pew 
Research Center offers a bleaker 
outlook for 2012. According to 
the study, the number of citi-
zens younger than 30-years-old 
that feel engaged in the election 
is down this year to 18 percent 
from 35 percent in 2008. 

Regina Lawrence, direc-
tor of the Annette Strauss 
Institute for Civic Life, said 
one reason for lower youth 
engagement and turnout 
relative to older adults is that 
campaigns simply don’t focus 
on young people as much as 

older voters. 
“With young voters there is 

often a chicken and egg prob-
lem,” Lawrence said. “Cam-
paigns don’t talk to them be-
cause they don’t believe they 
will turn out in big numbers. 
If they don’t talk to young 
people, it’s less likely they will 
turn out.”

Students voting at the FAC 
Wednesday afternoon weighed 
in with their perspectives on 
young people’s engagement in 
this year’s election. 

Public health senior Can-
dace Whaley said she be-
lieves young people are more 
engaged because this elec-
tion’s issues are going to di-
rectly impact them in terms 
of education, student loans 
and finding employment af-
ter graduation.

“I feel like a lot of people 
in our age group are paying 
a lot more attention, because 
our vote does count and it can 
change how we’re currently 
living,” Whaley said.

Likewise, business sopho-
more Carly Colville, who is a 
first-time voter, said merely 
being eligible to vote helps to 
engage young people.

“I think the ability to 
walk in there and cast a vote 
definitely affects people’s 
perception and interest,” 
Colville said.

Engaged students like 
Whaley and Colville may 
serve to change statistics that 
say young people aren’t politi-
cally interested.

“I’m paying attention,” 
Colville said. “I’m definitely 
not ignoring it.”

While some students are 
concerned with the lead-
ership challenges faced by 
candidates for the 2012 
presidential election, Newt 
Gingrich, former Speaker of 
the United States House of 
Representatives, discussed 
Thursday the post-elec-
tion leadership challenges 
America will face.

Gingrich spoke in the 
Lyndon B. Johnson Li-
brary atrium to discuss 
American exceptionalism, 
the need for new forms of 
strategic thinking and ex-
ceptional innovations that 
Americans can expect to 
see in the future. The lec-
ture was followed by a Q-
and-A session between the 
audience and Gingrich, 
moderated by Jeremi Suri, 
professor of the LBJ School 
of Public Affairs. 

Gingrich was Speaker 
of the House from 1995 to 
1999, and was a candidate 
for the 2012 Republican Par-
ty presidential nomination. 

Gingrich said though no 
other society in history has 
had the capacity to allow 
people to come from no-
where, America today fac-
es intellectual challenges 
which individuals have not 
dealt with before. He said 
today’s youth will live to 
see advanced innovations 
in the fossil fuel industry, 
biology, computational 
power and productiv-
ity, all results of increased  

intellectual thinking. 
“The United States re-

marks major and unique 
power,” Gingrich said. “One 
of the greatest challenges 
for us is how to look at the 
next 10 to 15 years. We have 
to figure out a way to be 
much tighter and mentally 
tougher regarding what is 
good research and what is 
not good research.”

Gingrich’s lecture is part 
of the LBJ School of Public 
Affairs’ effort to educate 

students on the various 
stances held by political 
parties and provoke the dis-
cussion of important is-
sues. The school will also 
sponsor a lecture by John 
Kerry on Nov. 2 to provide 
students an opportunity to 
learn about the views held 
by the Democratic party.

Suri said the LBJ School 
of Public Affairs’ efforts 
should encourage students 
to vote. 

“Voting is absolutely  

crucial,” Suri said. “By vot-
ing, a person is saying that 
they are a full citizen and 
adult. If you want to be in-
volved and taken seriously, 
then vote. By not voting 
you are saying you are still 
a child and that you do not 
care to be taken seriously.”

Government senior Billy 
Calve, Hook the Vote di-
rector, said having speak-
ers like Gingrich and 
Kerry on campus connects 
students with politics in a 

direct way. 
“When we see political 

figures in person, we can 
better understand their 
perspectives, regardless of 
whether or not we agree 
with their policies,” Calve 
said. “The LBJ School is do-
ing a terrific job of helping 
students learn about the po-
litical process just in time 
for early voting.”

John Kerry will speak at 2 
p.m. on Nov. 2 in the Lady 
Bird Johnson Auditorium.
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Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich discusses future leadership challenges America will face at the LBJ Library on Thursday  
evening. The lecture was followed by a Q-and-A session moderated by Dr. Jeremi Suri.

CAMPUS

Gingrich provides insight for voters 
By Tiffany Hinman

Early voting draws youth, 
campus engagement high

By David Maly

Clinton supports 
Texas Democrats

ELECTION 2012

Eric Gay | Associated Press
Former President Bill Clinton, left, shakes hands during a campaign 
rally, Thursday, Oct. 25, 2012, in San Antonio. 

STATE

  — Candace Whaley
 Public health senior

I feel like a lot of  
people in our age 
group are paying  

attention because our 
vote does count and 
it can change how 

we’re currently living.

‘‘
SAN ANTONIO — For-

mer President Bill Clinton 
strode into Texas on Thurs-
day to campaign for two 
Democrats looking to eke 
out congressional victories 
in the otherwise fiercely 
conservative state.

He spoke to a raucous 
crowd at a school gym in San 
Antonio. Here, Democratic 
congressional hopeful Pete 
Gallego is locked in one of 
the nation’s closest U.S. House 
races with freshman Republi-
can U.S. Rep. Francisco “Qui-
co” Canseco, a 63-year-old 
Laredo businessman.

“If you look at the cam-
paign that’s being run against 
Pete Gallego, it’s your basic, 
standard tea party deal: ‘The 
government would mess up 
a two-car parade, and God 
is on my side,’ “ Clinton said. 
“I don’t want to get into a 
religious dispute. But the 
Bible that I read said the only 
time Jesus got really angry is 
when he had to run the mon-
eychangers out of the temple.”

Later Thursday, Clinton 
flew to Beaumont to ap-
pear before more than 1,000 
people at a baseball park on 
behalf of former Democratic 
U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson. 
Lampson faces Republican 
state Rep. Randy Weber in 
a district that runs along the 
Gulf Coast and is currently 
held by Ron Paul, who is re-
tiring from Congress.

Gallego, 50, is a longtime 
state lawmaker from tiny 
Alpine trying to unseat Can-
seco, who won the seat in 

2010 over then-congressman 
Ciro Rodriguez with less than 
50 percent of the vote.

The race hinges on the 
boundary cutting through 
San Antonio, America’s sev-
enth largest city, and sur-
rounding Bexar County 
— the most urban areas of 
a district otherwise mostly 
made up of rural counties.

Jockeying for the 23rd Dis-
trict seat is getting increasing-
ly nasty. A recent mailing by 
Canseco’s campaign featured 
an image of Jesus and accused 
the Democratic Party of fail-
ing to include God as part of 
its official platform. Gallego, 
a Roman Catholic, has criti-
cized his opponent for inject-
ing religion into politics.

Gallego didn’t mention the 
incident Thursday. But bull-
dog Clinton did.

“They always say they rep-
resent the original intent of 
the framers’ Constitution,” 
Clinton said. “They would be 
appalled by anybody trying to 
use any religious image to ad-
vance a particular candidacy.”

There won’t be many close 
calls in Texas on Election 
Day. Republican presiden-
tial nominee Mitt Romney 
should easily win the state’s 
38 electoral votes, and tea 
party insurgent Ted Cruz is 
believed to have a command-
ing lead over Democrat Paul 
Sadler in the race to replace 
retiring U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey 
Hutchison.

That’s why the Demo-
crats are hoping for a few 
bright spots with Gallego 
and Lampson — the lat-
ter especially symbolic 
since Paul served so long 
in Congress.

By Will Weissert

Associated Press
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Esquire Editor Nic Screws will lead a  
conversation on mastering the first impression  

and dressing for success. Get a leg up  
on your competition by looking the part.  

 

When: 
Saturday, October 27 from 3:00 - 5:00 PM 

Where: 
BOSS Men’s Shop at Neiman Marcus

The Domain 
3400 Palm Way

Austin, TX 78758

Please RSVP
512.719.1213

rsvpaustin@neimanmarcus.com 

 
Receive a special offer on a men’s BOSS suit, shirt. and tie 

from Neiman Marcus in Austin, TX when you attend.* 

*Limit one per attendee.  Certain restrictions apply.  See offer card for details.

You are invited to an
Interview Wardrobing Event 

Neiman Marcus

HB0000 College Suiting UT.indd   1 9/27/12   1:27 PM



Between the drunken 
whooping and holler-
ing, wheels skidding and 
bottles smashing, West 
Campus sounds like a hy-
brid between a zoo and a 
crime scene on weekends 
and even some weekdays. 
Those of us who live here 
have adapted, considering 
the chaos a droning lul-
laby to which we fall asleep. 
Although witnessing such 
rowdy behavior is enter-
taining at times, some ac-
tions aren’t harmless and 
shouldn’t be excused as 
simply a part of the fun-
loving party atmosphere of 
the neighborhood. Some of 
this behavior may be root-
ed as much in the neigh-
borhood’s architecture as in 
the immaturity of its inhab-
itants.

Balconies make it easy for 
drunken groups of imma-
ture people to amuse them-
selves at others’ expense. 
Alcohol facilitates the be-
havior, but it is the distance 
from the targets on the 
ground that ultimately en-
ables the action. Those on 
balconies are in a position 
that hides their identities. 
In my and others’ experi-
ence, the balconies that are 
most troublesome are those 
of 26 West and The Block 
on 25th, which overlook 
popular pedestrian streets 
and bus stops.

Triana Lopez, a com-
munication studies senior, 
witnessed a particularly 
disturbing scene last spring 
near the Block at 25th. 

“A girl across the street 
from me was walking under 
a bunch of balconies at the 
Block and all of the sudden 
she started yelling,” Lopez 
said. “A guy on one of the 
floors was peeing off the 
balcony and she happened 
to walk right into it.” Why 
was he urinating from the 
balcony? Because he could.

Just as inexcusable is the 
launching of beer bottles, fro-
zen bags of spinach (this actu-
ally happened) or other hard 
objects that can cause serious 
injury.

It’s easy to condemn inap-
propriate balcony behavior 
but far more difficult to effec-
tively combat it. As a result, 
residents of West Campus 
have become desensitized to 
the issue and dismiss it as one 
of the inescapable realities 
of living on streets saturated 
with student housing com-
plexes, most of which include 
balconies. 

Jordan Dempsey, who 
lives at the Centennial 
Apartments, summarizes 
the typical response: “I 
think action should be 
taken. I don’t really know 
what.” He vaguely offered 
the idea of creating a “whole 
movement” against it. The 
fact that there are so many 
perpetrators and that it is 
almost always impossible 
to correctly identify them 
makes an effective response 
highly unlikely.

On an individual basis, 
however, there are options. 
Baha Eren, who lives at Tex-
an Shoal Creek, describes a 
recent incident in which his 
sister took the initiative to 
speak out and stop rowdy 
balcony behavior. 

“She was on the balcony 
and people were cuss-
ing and yelling next door, 
throwing glass bottles 
down at people,” Eren said. 
“She told them to be quiet 
and fortunately they did.” 
Eren said that his sister had 
already warned the people 
once before and threatened 
to call the cops after her 
second warning, which is 
when “they started to be 
quiet.”

If you know someone 
who engages in such be-
havior, consider the bur-
den yours to do something 
about it. Nobody wants to 
be a snitch and get his or 
her friend arrested, but be-
ing assertive can potentially 
save someone from a bottle 
to the head. If you see it 
happen and don’t interfere, 
you’re as complicit as the 
person who threw it.

While the balcony phe-
nomenon is often written 
off as an inevitable conse-
quence of booze, alcohol 
doesn’t justify the acts or 
excuse the perpetrators 
from punishment. Some-
thing needs to be done.

Anyone who has ever 
been a target of primitive, 
offensive or violent bal-
cony behavior shouldn’t 
brush it aside or accept it 
as an inescapable reality. 
As a community, we need 
to strive to make West 
Campus a more respectful 
place to live.

Manescu is a journal-
ism and international re-
lations and global studies 
sophomore from Ploiesti, 
Romania.

 

On Nov. 1, Austin City Council will 
vote on a proposal to expand affordabil-
ity measures in West Campus. Instead 
of tracking the number of affordable 
apartments, the city will count the num-
ber of affordable bedrooms per building. 
Currently the city defines an affordable 
apartment as one that costs approxi-
mately $525-$1,000 per month in rent. 
Under the current system, 20 percent of 
the units in any new building construct-
ed in West Campus must be leased for 
rent within that price range. If develop-
ers pay the city a fee of 50 cents per rent-
able square foot, which they frequently 
do, they can offer 10 percent fewer af-
fordable units. The money enters a trust 
fund that affordable housing providers 
can use to assist in development. If the 
upcoming proposal is passed and apart-
ment owners switch to the new count-
ing rules, the number of affordable beds 
will approximately double (not literally, 
but the number recorded by the city will 
double). Under the new proposal, the 
50-cent fee for developers seeking to 
reduce the number of affordable units 
they offer will increase to $1. 

A decrease in affordable housing in 
West Campus will exacerbate the exist-
ing situation, in which high-rent apart-
ments mean drastically fewer minor-
ity students live in the neighborhood  
Since 2004, 23 apartment complexes 
have paid $1.1 million in 50-cent fees 
to evade offering 480 affordable beds. 
In 2008, College Houses, a student 
housing cooperative, built the Super 
Co-op (a complex located at MLK and 
Nueces) using $837,500 of the money 

amassed from the 50-cent fees and cre-
ated 86 new affordable beds. No other 
affordable housing providers have been 
able to take advantage of the remain-
ing $220,000, because no other housing 
providers have been able to come up 
with a feasible development plan. Con-
sidering the 400 lost beds, these rules 
are arguably in need of improvement.

Alan Robinson, general administra-
tor of College Houses, said that the orig-
inal rules were successful in increasing 
the amount of housing available and 
moderating prices. Robinson said that 
changing the terms from apartment 
units to bedrooms makes sense for 
students and that the $1 fee would not 
discourage development. As for afford-
ability, Robinson said, “I think we can 
do better than rooms costing $1,000.”

If the rules pass, all future develop-
ments will have to follow them. But cur-
rent properties have the option to stick 
with leasing affordable units instead of 
switching to the new affordable bed-
room rules. Mike McHone, vice chair of 
University Area Partners — West Cam-
pus’ neighborhood association — said 
that the new rules have “advantages that 
are compelling enough that they should 
enter into the new programs.” To switch, 
owners will negotiate how long they 
will have to offer affordable bedrooms 
before they are allowed to lease them at 
market rates. 

According to McHone, two com-
panies own a large majority of new 
developments in West Campus: San 
Miguel Management and American 
Campus Communities. Mark Ezell, 
vice president of San Miguel, said that 
fulfilling the current rules is “challeng-
ing.” Researching students’ incomes to 
verify that they qualify for affordable 

rental rates has been complicated — 
the formula fails to take into account 
parents’ incomes. Only students with 
incomes between $35,000-$37,000 per 
year could pay the $1,000 rents. The 
developers could not identify enough 
students to fill all their affordable units. 
Units went vacant at a rate of about 15 
percent. Ezell said that  they will be able 
to fill those rooms under the new rules. 
He notes that bedrooms can be split, so 
two people paying $280 each for one 
bedroom will offer true affordability.

Building managers in Austin for 
American Campus Communities have 
been instructed not to speak on the 
record. Their corporate office did not 
comment in time for publication.

With so little time left, students who 
want to make a difference must pres-
sure apartment owners to switch to the 
new rules, assuming they are enacted 
on Nov. 1. Karen Paup, vice chair of 
the city of Austin’s Community De-
velopment Commission, would have 
preferred to require developers to pro-
vide affordable housing, rather than 
allow them to pay the fee instead. She 
said that even the new, higher fee is too 
low and that $5 per square foot would 
be more appropriate. Developers claim 
that nobody will build under such re-
strictions.  But considering that the ra-
tio of lost to gained affordable units is 
5-to-1, $5 seems closer to the optimal 
number than $1.

These rules will help, but they won’t 
produce the neighborhood students 
want. If students are going to get a di-
verse neighborhood, time, effort and 
original thought will be required to ad-
dress the problems.

Nill is an ecology, evolution and be-
havior senior from San Antonio. 
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We asked: Parking on campus

GALLERY

By Larisa Manescu

Daily Texan Columnist

Don’t excuse balcony 
behavior

We asked students on Guadalupe Street about their most memorable parking experiences and their 
overall impressions of campus-area parking conditions. 

The cost of high-rent West 
Campus is more than money

Balconies make it easy 
for drunken groups to 
amuse themselves at 
others’ expense.

By Ryan Nill

Daily Texan Columnist

“One time I was moving in from spring break or something 
and I parked my car outside of my dorm for five minutes to 
bring my stuff up, and I got a $200 ticket. They were like, ‘you 
can’t park here, you have to have your flashers on.’

It’s kind of unfair. I think they expect us to pay a lot money 
if we want to park on campus, but it’s like, I already have a car, 
I’m already spending money on gas and stuff, so it should be 
easier.”

— Kelsey Mayfield, French and computer science sophomore
 

“I haven’t had a problem with it, really. I either park in my ga-
rage spot or at my fraternity house, so I personally don’t have a 
problem with it. Just experiences with campus parking in the ga-
rages haven’t gone too well.”

— Sean Wolff, biology freshman

 “My friend got assigned a parking space that was for a com-
pact car but she had a regular-sized car, so now she has to park in 
a garage that isn’t even under her apartment complex.

I guess there isn’t really much of a way to fix it unless you make 
it [campus] a big parking lot. It’s just overall inconvenient. It’s not 
horrible but it’s definitely inconvenient.”

—Michaela Marziale, biology sophomore

“The West Campus parking situation is dismal. It’s complete-
ly terrible.  I mean, there’s a ‘No Parking’ sign every 20 feet ... 
Even reserved parking gets taken all the time, so I wouldn’t be 
opposed to the construction of a parking lot or parking zone 
or something like that. I know that they say that’s just too ex-
pensive and that’s why they haven’t done it, but I wouldn’t be 
opposed to it.

[My fraternity] has accrued something in the way of a thou-
sand dollars in parking tickets for parking in front of dumpsters, 
parking in front of fire hydrants, even parking in our driveway 
… it’s just ridiculous. The parking control people take their jobs 
way too seriously.”

— Nathan Templeton, chemical engineering freshman



designate about 2 percent of 
parking spaces for disability 
parking, and one out of every 
eight accessible parking spaces 
must also be van-accessible.

The University provides 495 
parking spaces for the disabled 
on campus, 178 more than 
required by state guidelines. 
Spaces for the disabled make 
up a little more than 3 percent 
of approximately 16,000 park-
ing spaces on campus.

“The overarching problem 
is that there are not enough 
parking spaces on campus 
to begin with, but there is 
no good solution to this, so 
it’s hard to get upset and fuss 
about it,” Butler said. 

Disabilities services coor-
dinator Emily Shryock said 

students with disabilities some-
times face additional physical 
barriers after finding parking. 

“Students may find park-
ing close to the building they 
need to get to, but then there’s 
a giant hill in between where 
they parked and the building’s 
entrance,” Shryock said. 

Services for Students with 
Disabilities promotes the 
public shuttle system as al-
ternative transportation, but 
this does not always provide 
a clear solution when bus 
stops are not located near a  
building, Shryock said.

“This leaves the students to 
navigate their way to their ac-
tual classroom,” Shryock said. 
“There’s a gap there even if the 
campus hustles to eliminate 
the challenges that come with 
parking on campus.”

In 2009 UT contracted Ac-
cessology, an accessibility in-
spection company, to survey 

accessible routes on campus. 
Shryock, who serves on a 
University committee work-
ing with the company, said 
they have identified a lack of 
parking for the disabled near 
the School of Social Work 
and Gregory Gym.

The University provides 
regular disability parking 
placards for $110-$138 and 
temporary disability parking 
permits for $10-$12 to the 
UT community if individuals 
provide proper documenta-
tion to prove their disability. 

Parking spaces for the dis-
abled must be on the shortest 
accessible route of travel to 
an accessible entrance, ac-
cording to state guidelines.

Bobby Stone, Parking and 
Transportation Services di-
rector, said the University is 
looking into on-campus trans-
portation services to assist stu-
dents who are left to park in 

spaces that require extensive 
commutes to their classes.

Butler said he emails his 
professors when he has to 
miss class because he is unable 
to find parking near an ac-
cessible route, and professors 
usually provide an overview 
of what was covered in class.

“They are typically OK with 
it,” Butler said. “But there is 
no solution to missing class.”
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Employees face transportation woes

multimedia a day with a pts officer

ACCESS
continues from page 1

Faculty and staff parking spots account for almost half of on-
campus spots, but many employees still struggle to find parking.

Parking for UT’s 23,000 employees is scattered throughout 
campus, but some staff members have to park beyond walking 
distance from their offices in lots across Interstate 35.

Gary Thomas, a technical staff associate at the department 
of physics, said the University does not offer staff members 
many parking options and spaces on campus are limited.

“As a UT employee, I can buy an A permit to park on a 
surface lot where, on average, about 4.5 permits are sold for 
each space that exists,” Thomas said. “If you visit a close-in 
surface A lot, you can see many staff arriving very early in 
the morning to claim a space, then killing considerable time 
eating breakfast, listening to the radio or reading the paper in 
their car while waiting for time to go to work.”

Thomas said he served on the UT Staff Council Transporta-
tion and Solutions Committee two years ago, and some staff 
members in his department have shifted their work schedule 
to start at 6:00 a.m. so they can find a parking space within 
walking distance.

Faculty and staff can park in F parking spaces throughout 
campus and in University parking garages, totaling 6,197 park-
ing spots, Bobby Stone, director of Parking and Transportation 
Services, said. Some employees spend more than a year on the 
waiting list for a garage parking spot. Most staff members qualify 
to park in the 977 A parking spaces located mostly on San Jacinto 
Boulevard, Robert Dedman Drive and Longhorn Lots east of In-
terstate 35. Parking spots cost $476 for F lot-specific spaces, $420 
for F garage-specific spaces and $142 a year for A spaces.

Stone said faculty and staff usually choose a parking per-
mit based on when and where they work. The N and N+  

parking permits provide evening staff with access to most 
parking spots after 5:45 p.m. and cost $36 for a surface park-
ing permit and $60 for a surface and garage permit. 

“Some of our evening staff don’t necessarily need an F or 
A permit, because they work in the evenings when it can be 
easier to find parking in other areas of campus with other per-
mits,” Stone said.

The University offers all 17 deans their own parking spots 
in specific F99 spaces near the building in which their office is 
housed, Stone said. Other administrators also get first choice 
on nearby parking spaces, but some faculty members, includ-
ing Glenn Frankel, School of Journalism director, prefer to 
use public transportation to get to campus.

“I step out on Speedway and 41st Street and can usually 
catch a Cap Metro or University shuttle that will get me to 
campus within five minutes,” Frankel, who lives in Hyde Park, 
said. “I can’t think of a more efficient and inexpensive way to 
get to my job.” 

Frankel said the University offered him a good parking 
space as director of the journalism school, but he said he did 
not want to spend hundreds of dollars a year for parking be-
cause he has the option of taking a five-minute bus ride.

PTS also promotes a carpooling service that is successful 
among faculty and staff, Blanca Juarez, manager of alternative 
transportation services at PTS, said. Last year 1,010 faculty 
and staff registered for the carpool program, which grants 
each carpool vehicle access to specific parking spots in the C 
parking lots, Juarez said.

University administrators, including UT president William 
Powers Jr., can purchase O permits for $775 a year for access 
to 57 spots located primarily around the UT Tower. The ath-
letics department’s administration staff, including head foot-
ball coach Mack Brown, park in F21 parking spots along the 
west side of the stadium or in limited parking spots under-
neath the stadium, Stone said.

By Alexa Ura
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spots in history
1920

Parking is banned on UT campus in 
“the interest of public safety and quiet 

in the study halls,” in a decree by 
President Robert Ernest Vinson. 

1922
The parking ban is revised to only 

include undergraduate students. 

1955
The parking ban is reduced to apply to 
unmarried nonveteran freshmen with 

less than a B average.

1956
Police find one of the first parking me-
ters installed outside of Robert E. Lee 

dormitory ripped from wet concrete. 
Police chasing the culprit allegedly 

had eggs thrown at them by students.

1957
University shuttle bus service begins.

1959
Daily Texan editor Robb Burlage is 

forced to resign due to accumulating 
too many parking tickets. 

1968
The freshman parking ban is removed.

1986
San Jacinto garage is the first garage 

built on campus. 

1993
UT student Farouk Omais is shot and 

killed in a dispute over an off-campus 
parking space. 

1997
The first 24-hour garage opens.

2002
Texas Express and E-bus service begin. 

bit.ly/dt_parking
We spent a day with PTS 

Officer Jon Schorle, whose 
story consists of much more 

than just writing out  
parking tickets.

  — Jeff Butler, management   
information systems senior

The overarching  
problem is that there 

are not enough parking 
spaces on campus  

to begin with.

‘‘

Kenneth Carnes | Daily Texan Staff



funding is derived from the 
people who use our service ... 
All we’re asking is that people 
who actually use the service 
help pay to support it. We 
do set the service up in such 
a way that we only collect up 
the amount of money that 
we need to pay our bills and 
break even. We have some 
pretty big expenses in order to 
provide parking for everyone.

 
DT: UT has close to 

75,000 students, faculty and 
staff but has 15,875 park-
ing spaces available. Do you 
think it’s valid to say UT has 
limited parking on campus?  

Stone: I would tell you 
that is a misconception. We 
have run the University with 
about 15,000 to 16,000 park-
ing spaces for about the last 10 
years. Thirty-five percent of 
our students come to school 
in a single-occupant vehicle. 
When you compare that to 

the city of Austin, its number 
is 75 percent of the people. So 
[having only 35 percent of stu-
dents do that] is a really good 
thing, and that helps us a lot.

 
DT: Why do you think 

students complain about 
parking availability then?

Stone: I think really what 
the issue is, it’s not so much 
that we don’t have enough 
spaces, because on any given 
day I can show 300 or 400 
spaces that are open on cam-
pus that people can use. 

But the spaces we have 
are not really in the place 
students want them to be. 
They’re not the most conve-
nient spaces, and there’s not a 
whole lot I can do about that.

 
DT: How do you ensure 

all parking spaces on cam-
pus are used as efficiently as 
possible?

Stone: What we do is we 
go out and do lot counts, es-
pecially on the most utilized 
lots. We make sure that the 
number of parking permits 
we issue back to a lot is one 

that allows it to stay full and 
yet not be so full that people 
can’t find a place to park. We 
are also looking at some new 
technology that is out there 
that will put some counters 
on lots. With these you will be 
able to go and access an appli-
cation on a smartphone, and 
it will tell you if spaces were 
available on that particular lot 
when you were coming.

  
DT: What are your rec-

ommendations for students 
having trouble with parking 
on campus?

Stone: Don’t let your first 
thought be, ‘jump in the car 
and drive down here.’ Look at 
the bus, look at the bikes, look 
at carpools. UT has an excel-
lent carpooling program, 
and to be honest, not many 
students take advantage of it. 
We also tell you that on those 
days that you have to come to 
campus, you should just give 
yourself a little bit more time 
and go to the Longhorn Lot. 
It’s much easier to park there, 
but you’re going to have to 
ride the shuttle across.

Thomas King searches West Campus for parking before ev-
ery shift at Caffé Medici on Guadalupe Street, where he is a 
manager and barista.

Like several businesses on the Drag, Caffé Medici does not 
have employee parking spots. King said employees have to 
find parking in West Campus if they commute and don’t want 
to pay for a spot. However, come December, new parking me-
ters will eliminate many of these spots that service industry 
laborers use.

Austin City Council approved new parking meters in West 
Campus in September, hoping to clear West Campus’ con-
gested streets by producing higher turnover of parking spots. 
The city will begin installing the 385 new parking meters  
in December.

“I think it’s an inappropriate and wrong way to make 
money,” King, who commutes from another neighborhood, 
said. “In some ways I feel like it’s a tax for anyone who works 
a service industry job. Students can buy parking spots, but 
not us.”

Patrick Dougan, assistant store manager at apparel store Ty-
ler’s, said the new meters could make parking more difficult 
for him and his co-workers. On any given weekday at Tyler’s, 
there are 12 employees with cars at work but only six employ-
ee parking spots, Dougan said.

“There’s not enough parking to go around, and that’s the 
issue they are trying to alleviate. But it might inhibit a lot of 
people from being able to work,” Dougan said. “We’ve got to 
set an alarm and make a quick run on our breaks to pay for the 
meter if we don’t want to get a ticket.”

The new parking meters will have a five-hour time limit and 
operate Monday through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The initial meter fees will pay back the city bonds used to 
install the meters. Eventually 15 to 18 percent of the funds 
will go to improve walkways and lighting in West Campus, 
Brian Donovan, chair of West Campus’ neighborhood as-
sociation’s parking committee, said. The rest will pay for the 
costs of credit card transactions, administrative expenses and 
other city duties.

The city and University Area Partners, the neighborhood 
association for West Campus, issued the plan for the new me-
ters over the summer. The planning process began in 2009 
with two meetings by Central Austin stakeholders interested 

in laying out a new parking plan for the neighborhood.
Donovan said the new meters will free up spaces for com-

muters in West Campus by requiring them to move their cars, 
but he added that the meters are not a long-term solution to 
the neighborhood’s parking problem.

“This little thing happening in West Campus is not going 
to be fixing very much,” Donovan said. “It’s going to help with 
turnover, which should presumably help businesses along the 
Drag. But it doesn’t help people who work there, and it doesn’t 
help people who live here.”

Donovan, who also serves as general administrator of the 
Inter-Cooperative Council, a West Campus cooperative orga-
nization, said the new meters will remove some free parking 
spaces that West Campus cooperatives use.

Residents at buildings that were built in or before 1959 can 
apply for parking permits that exempt them from paying for 
street parking. Before 1959, the city did not require builders to 
have parking available at West Campus complexes, so the city 
may issue exemptions to some of these residents.

The city will determine the number of parking permits is-
sued at these residences in an assessment of need based on the 
ability of each building to provide parking spaces.

For now the new city ordinance states these permits will 
last for a year and cost $20, although that may change in  
the future.

Donovan said he would like to see the city implement  

improved rapid metro bus systems and take a study of park-
ing around the University in order to provide alternative 
options for transportation that do not impede workers in  
West Campus.

“I think we have insufficient transportation choices now,” 
Donovan said. “The most effective way for workers [to get to 
work] now would be carpooling, but that’s still not a pretty 
picture. We need an assessment, and we need to look at this 
thing comprehensively.”
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Added meters may hurt workers, residents
new west campus meter locations

Guadalupe Street

Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

Lamar Bouleva rd

24th Street

26th
Street

21st
Street

Existing meters
New meters

Event parking remains limited Q-AND-A
continues from page 1

Parking options for UT 
home football games remain 
limited for students and the 
general public, but Parking 
and Transportation Services 
has strategies in place to en-
sure parking is available for 
concerts, lectures and other 
events on campus.

The Longhorn Founda-
tion controls most of the 
game-day parking near 
Darrell K Royal-Texas Me-
morial Stadium, accord-
ing to TexasSports. The 
foundation allocates spaces 
to donors based on an-
nual contributions to the 
foundation and donors’  
parking preferences.

Marsha Beckermann, 
UT development manager 
for athletics, said although 
the general public cannot 
use Longhorn Foundation 

parking, they may use al-
ternatives such as the Long-
horns Express, a shuttle that 
picks up attendees from 
Barton Creek Mall and 
UT Intramural Fields for a 
roundtrip fee of $9.

“We’re encouraging more 
and more people to take al-
ternative transportation on 
game day,” Beckermann said.

UT parking permit-hold-
ers may park in Guadal-
upe, San Antonio and 27th 
Street garages for no addi-
tional charge on game days, 
according to Parking and 
Transportation Services.

PTS also designates 
game-day parking for 
students with valid park-
ing permits in lots east of  
Interstate 35.

Parking is available to 
the general public on game 
days for $15 in San Antonio, 
AT&T Conference Center, 
Guadalupe, 27th Street and 
Speedway garages, as well as 

various lots near West Dean 
Keeton Street and West 
27th Street.

Linsey Duett, PTS special 
events manager, said park-
ing needs vary depending on 
the event. She said PTS asks 
departments to submit an 
online event parking request 
form so PTS can arrange 
parking for the events.

Chris Ward, assistant 
events manager at the 
Frank Erwin Center, said 
parking needs can vary de-
pending on the event, but 
parking is available for dif-
ferent rates in garages and 
lots near the center.

He said lots may be used 
because of technical needs 
specific to each event. For 
example, a musical per-
former’s technical crew 
may need space in a lot 
near the venue.

“A Lady Gaga concert has 
different needs than gradu-
ation,” Ward said.

By Joshua Fechter

By Andrew Messamore

Fanny Trang | Daily Texan Staff
Thomas King, manager and barista at Caffé Medici, expresses 
his frustration with the unavailability of free parking spots for 
employees near the coffee shop.

Photos by Taylor Barron, Pu Ying Huang, Chelsea Purgahn, Zachary Strain and Fanny Trang | Daily Texan Staff



$9,763,119. Students, faculty and staff purchased 9,163 regu-
lar permits to park cars in garages during normal operating 
hours of the University. The University has 8,159 garage park-
ing places available in its nine garages.

Surface parking accounted for $3,628,466 in total revenue 
during the same year. Students, faculty and staff purchased 
13,139 permits that granted them daytime access to University 
regular car parking spaces. UT has 7,716 surface parking spaces. 

Many permits are already priced in the hundreds of dollars. 
“For a lot of students even the price of a C permit is a lot,” 

Galicia said.
The least expensive daytime car permit for students is the 

C permit, costing $110 per academic year. It was the most 
popular permit in the 2010-2011 fiscal year. PTS sold 5,361 
C permits that year. The R permit, which allows students who 
live on campus to park in garages, costs $743 per year. In the 
same year, 1,739 students purchased R permits. 

The least expensive daytime regular faculty/staff permit was 
the $138 A permit. PTS sold 4,555 A permits in the 2010-2011 
fiscal year. The most expensive daytime permit was the F sur-
face lot permit, which cost $464 per year. Faculty and staffed 
purchased 1,780 F surface lot permits during the year.

Administrators and operators of the University paid the 
highest for parking in the fiscal year at $775. Deans and ath-
letics staff also paid $775 for F99 and F21 permits. These high-
est-priced permits were purchased by 191 staff.  

Currently 30 percent of student fees, or $55 per student each 
academic year, goes to PTS to pay for faculty and student ridership 
on UT shuttle buses, according to the department’s documents.

With 7.5 million student, faculty and staff boardings an-
nually, Baker said Capital Metro service cost the department 
more than $6,160,000 last year.

The shuttle, carpool, bicycling and other methods of trans-
porting people to campus are critical to maintaining the trans-
portation situation at UT, Baker said. Because other buildings 
surround the UT campus and limit places to build new facilities, 
parking lots are prime targets for demolition. Baker said every 
new building constructed in recent years except the Almetris 
Duren Residence Hall have been built on a former parking lot.

“Every time we lose spaces to construction, I’ve got to con-
vince more people to take Cap Metro,” Baker said. “I’ve got to 
convince more people that riding on their bike is a good idea. 
I’ve got to convince more people to join the carpool.” 

Currently 35 percent of students come to campus in a sin-
gle-occupancy vehicle, and in Austin, 75 percent of people 
who answered the latest census said they commute via single-
occupancy vehicle, Baker said.

Building garages to accommodate more parking is not a vi-
able option because it is cost-prohibitive, Baker said. Prices 
to construct a garage on the UT campus can be as much as 
$25,000 to $30,000 per space, she said. 

“Building a garage is expensive,” Baker said. “I don’t want 
that to be the first thing people think of. If I build a garage, I 

have to pay for it. I don’t have a magic pot of money where I 
can snap my fingers and say the garage is paid for.”

The San Jacinto Garage, opened in 1986, is the only garage 
of nine on campus for which PTS has fully paid back the loan, 
Baker said. The University is going to open a 525-space garage 
in the area Players Restaurant and other noncampus buildings 
currently occupy. 

In 2010-2011, debt service accounted for $6,358,098 of the 
total $8,199,046 in operating expenses for PTS. It also had 
$542,154 in capital expenses, which pays for maintenance on 
vehicles, buildings and equipment. Salary and wage expense 
for the year totaled $5,810,160.

Because UT patrons pay fees to access their parking, PTS 
wants to protect it, Baker said. Issuing citations helps accom-
plish that, she said.

“I think there’s this big misconception of enforcement hid-
ing behind the bushes, just waiting until you leave to jump out 
and start writing a ticket,” Baker said. “That’s not what we do. 
We’re protecting the space you paid for.” 

PTS was not able to provide the Texan with an amount of 
revenue generated by citations 2010-2011 fiscal year. However, 
in its 2005-2006 parking report, it stated 12 percent of its rev-
enue came from citations and metered parking. In 2010-2011, 
the department issued 35,489 citations. Of those, 7,737 were 
appealed, according to PTS documents. PTS upheld 40 per-
cent of appealed citations. The department reduced 38 percent, 

voided 1 percent and converted 19 percent into warnings.
Baker encourages students to appeal tickets. She said she 

reads every citation issued, whether or not the recipient ap-
peals. Sometimes appellees not only have a valid excuse but 
also provide information on improving parking. 

“Through the appeal process I make changes to signs so 
they are worded more clearly,” Baker said. “I find out there are 
signs covered by branches. I find out the paint on the ground 
is getting faded. Through this process I get to make changes 
that benefit everybody in the long run.” 

Baker also said it’s important to give PTS feedback to im-
prove the campus transit system. 

PTS changed the flow of traffic in lot 80, next to Darrell K 
Royal-Memorial Stadium, because of a user suggestion, Baker 
said. Often PTS adds motorcycle parking in places users sug-
gest, Baker said. 

“PTS is usually viewed as the bad guy,” Baker said. “We is-
sue citations. We make people pay to park on campus. But this 
staff is committed to providing outstanding customer service.” 

Whether people view PTS as the villain or not, the depart-
ment has the monumental task of making sure everyone is able 
to make it to campus each day. The current situation is far from 
ideal, but it’s something UT and PTS have to manage, Baker said.  

“Everyone wants to park right outside where they work or 
where they go to school,” Baker said. “That’s not reality on 
this campus.” 
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Students relate stories of despair, offer advice

Zachary McKenzie 
Health promotion junior

William Wise 
Desktop support specialist

It has come in handy to just stay  
informed and know which lot is opened 

and at what time. Get to campus  
earlier than you need to; the lots  

definitely fill up pretty early. A lot of 
people complain about the parking on 
campus, but as long as you plan ahead 
I think it is pretty simple. It did not take 

me too long to figure it out. The bus 
system is pretty handy if you have to 
park over by the baseball fields, too.

My car was stolen on Dean Keeton 
near the law school. I work here at 

UT. I park there all the time. It just felt 
unusual for the car to be stolen. Dean 
Keeton is city property, and since it is 

right next to campus property, APD felt 
like it would be in UTPD’s jurisdiction. 

So I called UTPD, and then they  
directed me back to APD. I got my car 
back eventually, but it took way too 

long to hear back from APD.

NUMBERS continues from page 1

parking parallels

UNC Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC

Undergraduates 18,430
City population 58,011

Number of parking spots 14,500
Cost per spot $533 per year

Indiana University
Bloomington, IN

Undergraduates 32,543
City population 81,381

Number of parking spots 20,000
Cost per spot $140 per year

University of Illinois
Champaign, IL

Undergraduates 32,256
City population 81,291

Number of parking spots 15,000
Cost per spot $660 per year

University of Florida
Gainesville, FL

Undergraduates 32,598
City population 125,326

Number of parking spots 24,000
Cost per spot $150 per year

USC
Los Angeles, CA

Undergraduates 17,414
City population 3,819,702

Number of parking spots 13,000
Cost per spot $414 per semester

UT Austin
Austin, TX

Undergraduates 32,543
City population 820,611

Number of parking spots 15,875
Cost per spot $170 per year

Andrea Wagner does not normally 
drive to campus. When she does, she 
usually regrets it.

Wagner, a social work junior, has 
a class C parking permit and is one 
of many students competing for the 
limited number of parking spaces 
on campus each day. The class C 
parking permit does not guarantee a 
parking spot, but it allows students 
to park in C lots and Longhorn Lots, 
which are large parking lots dotted 
throughout campus.

Wagner normally takes the bus, but 
one day in early October she had to go 
to her internship right after class. She 
thought it would be quicker to drive 
and park in a C lot. She arrived at 10 
a.m., a time she thought was early 
enough to make her 10:30 a.m. class.

“The entire C lot was filled, and 
other people were driving around 
and stalking people as they walked 
to their car,” Wagner said. “It was get-
ting close to my class time, so I de-
cided to go to the Longhorn Lot.”

When Wagner arrived at the Long-
horn Lot, she saw it was closed due to 
an event. She kept searching for parking.

“I went to every C lot, and they 
were all completely filled up,” Wagner 
said. “I was really frustrated, because 

I was missing a class I had to go to.”
By the time Wagner got to class, it 

was more than halfway finished. 
“I am already trying to do every-

thing I can in the hours of the day, 
and I do not need to waste time driv-
ing around the campus looking for a 
parking spot,” Wagner said.

Parking in C lots is not guaran-
teed by UT’s Parking and Transpor-
tation services, which Wagner said is 
a problem.

“I guess they have it in their mind-
set that not everyone that has a per-
mit is going to be parking at the same 
time,” Wagner said. “But most people 
with permits are going between 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m., when they have class.”

Wagner said because of her expe-
rience, she does not plan to drive to 
campus for the rest of the semester.

From 2010 to 2011, there were 887 
C lot parking spaces and 1,960 Long-
horn Lot spaces. There were 5,361 C 
parking permits sold in the 2010-2011 
school year, but Jeri Baker, assistant di-
rector of Parking and Transportation 
Services, said UT has not had a day in 
the past 10 years when C permit hold-
ers have not had a place to park.

“If everyday I filled up every single 
space that we had, I would tell you we 
sold too many permits, but that does 
not happen,” Baker said.

— Additional reporting  
by Megan Strickland

By Bobby Blanchard

Megabus and Greyhound in-
tercity bus services and Am-
trak intercity train services. 

She said with all the alter-
native transit options avail-
able, most people don’t need 
a car at the University. 

Juarez said the shuttle sys-
tem is the most used form 
of alternative transit the  
University offers. 

She said the shuttle sys-
tem is one of the largest uni-
versity shuttle systems in the 
world, with 13 routes and 
passengers taking more than 
5.2 million rides per year. 

Megabus spokesperson 
Mike Alvich said his com-

pany strives to be student-
friendly, offering conve-
niences to students at UT 
including power outlets, 
clean bathrooms, Internet 
and a “very affordable ride.”

Alvich said Megabus tick-
ets start at $1 and go up to the 
standard price of similar bus 
tickets at rival companies as 
the number of available seats 
on specific trips declines. 

Megabuses stop at the UT 
campus daily and travel to 
several major Texas cities. 

Andrew Bowen, engineer-
ing route to business junior 
and West Campus resident, 
said although he has a car, he 
chooses to bike, walk or take 
the bus to get around most 
of the time because of the re-
duced costs, stress and time. 

“I just drive to go to 

friends’ places that live far 
away from campus, really,” 
he said. “I don’t have a [UT] 
parking pass, and I don’t 
want to pay that much be-
cause it’s kind of pointless.” 

A similar trend is occur-
ring across the nation, ac-
cording to a study released in 
April by the U.S. Pirg Educa-
tion Fund & Frontier Group. 

For the first time since 
World War II, Americans 
are driving less, especially 
people between the ages of 
16 and 34. 

“From 2001 to 2009, the 
average annual number of 
vehicle-miles traveled by 
young people (16 to 34-year-
olds) decreased from 10,300 
miles to 7,900 miles per cap-
ita — a drop of 23 percent,” 
the study says.
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continues from page 1The Daily Texan looks at the parking situation at universities across the nation.

Brazos Garage 1520
Conference Center Garage 352
Guadalupe Garage 539
Manor Garage 1173
San Antonio Garage 734
San Jacinto Garage 1011
Speedway Garage 733
Trinity Garage 987
27th Street Garage 681

Appeals
Upheld 3,138

Reduced 3,012
Warning 1,479

Voided 108

Citations
Paid 29,779

Unpaid 5,710
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Source: PTS Annual Report 2010-2011

BIKE REGISTRATIONS

11,563

Garage Parking Revenue $9,763,119
Surface Parking Revenue $3,628,466

Other Revenue $3,478,409
Revenue Total $16,869,994

Salaries & Wages $5,810,160
Expenses $14,551,361

Net Income $2,318,633



“I think the biggest thing that 
he did was that he took the time 
to befriend every single person,” 
head coach Elbert Ortiz said of 
former player Michael Purgason, 
who died in a car accident this 
past summer.

Purgason joined the team as 
a freshman about three years 
ago and was the president of 
Texas Men’s Club Volleyball. He 
seemed to have an everlasting 
charisma and a passion for vol-

leyball that his teammates plan 
to honor this season and in many 
more to come.

“What’s really special about 
this season is that we lost one of 
our teammates, and he loved vol-
leyball with all his heart,” middle 
blocker Julian Perkins said. “If 
he could major in volleyball, 
he would do it. So we definitely 
keep him in the back of our 
minds all the time and just play 
hard for him.”

As a fifth-year senior in his 
fourth semester with the team, 

Perkins is surprised at how 
strong of a team they have been, 
especially with all of the new 
players this year. 

“He’d probably be the number 
one motivation,” Perkins said.

Two years ago, the team won 
the conference and last year only 
fell to Texas A&M. In hopes of 
winning the conference again 
and making a run at the na-
tional championship, the team’s 
fallen member is undoubtedly  
an inspiration.

“He had such a pride for the 

University,” Sammy Ramos, 
Texas Men’s Volleyball president, 
said. “He motivates us to go in 
and work hard every single day.”

Although the men’s first team 
lost to Houston in the semifinals 
at this past weekend’s October-
fest tournament in San Marcos, 
the team’s future seems promis-
ing with the vision that Purgason 
left them.

“I think this group has come 
in, and they’ve already set a leg-
acy,” Ortiz said. “But I think his 
passing has added extra fire and 

extra motivation that they want 
to honor his own legacy by mak-
ing this year, which would have 
been his senior year, one of the 
best years we’ve ever had.”

Ortiz has coached both men’s 
and women’s volleyball for about 
14 years. After coaching for 
two years for the women’s club 
team, where he claimed a na-
tional championship, he moved 
to Washington, D.C., and has 
coached the men’s club team 

For someone so new to 
his position, Taylor Jen-
kins understands his job  
exceedingly well.

The Austin Toros’ first-
year head coach knows that, 
like most coaches, his role 
is to instruct his players, to 
teach and mold them into 
better basketball players and 
better people.

Jenkins also under-
stands that, unlike most 
coaches, that isn’t where his  
job begins.

“We’re building our team 
from scratch every year,”  
Jenkins said.

He says this with a calm 
that belies the fact that To-
ros training camp opens 
in two weeks, and his ros-
ter currently exists in a 
state somewhere between 
“conceptually amorphous”  
and “nonexistent.”

For Jenkins, however, this 
is the rule and not the excep-
tion. Jenkins served as a To-
ros assistant coach for four 
years before being promoted 
to head coach this Septem-
ber. Uncertainty isn’t just a 
faint motif in the D-League; 
it’s practically all you can 
count on. Player movement 

and front-office turnover 
occur at an exponentially 
higher rate than in the NBA 
or other professional leagues. 
Again, Jenkins takes it  
in stride.

“You can’t control what’s 
going to happen tomor-
row. You can’t control what’s 
going to happen through-
out the season, but you 
can control what you do,”  
Jenkins said.

For Jenkins, that means 
following the example set by 
the Toros’ parent organiza-
tion, the San Antonio Spurs. 
The Spurs are one of the few 
NBA teams to own their own 
D-League affiliate. According 
to Jenkins, the trickle-down 
culture is obvious.

“[The Toros and the Spurs] 
are on the same page. When 
you first walk through the 
door in San Antonio, you see 
the values there firsthand. It’s 
not a cookie-cutter system. 
It’s a standard that every day 
we live up to,” Jenkins said.

That standard has equaled 
success. Since the Spurs 
bought the Toros in 2007, 
there have been 27 call-ups 
from Austin to the NBA, in-
cluding current Spurs Danny 
Green and Cory Joseph, a 

8 SPTS

Christian Corona, Sports Editor 
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SIDELINE

Approach the Bench
Making the decision to attend law school is huge. 
Deciding which one to go to can be intimidating. 

Deadline for fall 2013 admission is February 15, 2013

Our program offers:
• an exceptional faculty
• the best advocacy program in the nation
• an award-winning legal research and   
 writing program 
• a broad and flexible curriculum that   
 includes extensive clinical skills programs 
• consistently affordable tuition rates
• a helpful and knowledgeable staff

      

South texaS 
College oF law/ houSton

713- 646-1810    www.stcl.edu
Houston’s Oldest Law School

• a downtown location  
 in proximity to  
  major law firms and  
   corporations for 
     enhanced job 

         opportunities
             

We rest 
  our case.

UTcampus2012.indd   1 10/12/12   5:52 PM

SOCCER

D-LEAGUE

Jenkins takes over Toros, 
modeling team after Spurs

By Michael Marks

Becca Gamache | Daily Texan file photo
Taylor Jenkins is now the head coach for the Austin Toros. The 
Toros, a D-League affiliate of the San Antonio Spurs, will build 
their team to model the Spurs and their values. 

TOROS continues on page 9

Senior night to determine tourney slot
Texas will be playing its 

last home game of the 2012 
season Friday. After being 
picked to finish sixth in 
conference before the sea-
son, the Longhorns have a 
shot at finishing as high as 
third with a win.

West Virginia has locked 
up the regular season 
championship in its first 
season in the conference. 
The Mountaineers are rid-
ing a 12-game unbeaten 
streak with eight wins 
over that span. They have 
not lost since dropping a 
2-1 decision to Penn State  
on Aug 31.

Friday’s home game 
will be the final game 
in a Longhorns uni-
form for Kara Hoffman, 
Kristin Cummins and  
Hannah Higgins.

Hoffman transfered to 
Texas from UTSA after 
her freshman year and has 
had her most productive 
season to date in her final  

season. Cummins and Hig-
gins have started every game 
this season and were both 
voted as preseason All Big  
12 honorees.

Texas is guaranteed at 
least a fourth place finish 

in the Big 12, which would 
put it against the fifth 
place team in the opening 
round of the Big 12 tour-
nament. A win would give 
the Longhorns a chance to 
finish third in the confer-

ence and a game against 
the sixth place team in  
the Big 12.

More importantly, fin-
ishing third gets the Long-
horns out of the bracket 
with West Virginia and  

allows them to play either 
the second or seventh place 
team in the quarterfinals.

Texas and West Virginia 
will kick off Friday at 7:30 
p.m. at the Mike A. Myers 
Stadium and Soccer Field.

By Wes Maulsby

Zachary Strain
Daily Texan Staff

Sharis 
Lachappelle 
splits a double 
team against 
Kansas. Tonight’s 
match against 
West Virginia 
will be the final 
regular season 
game for three 
Longhorns as 
they prepare for 
postseason. 

MEN’S CLUB VOLLEYBALL

By Melinda Billingsley

Texas dedicating season to lost teammate

NFL

NCAAF

World Series

Texas lands another 
top recruiting class

For the 11th time in the 
past 13 years, Texas has 
earned a spot in Baseball 
America’s “Dirty Dozen” 
list for recruiting. The 
Longhorns placed seventh 
in the country for the up-
coming 2013 recruiting 
class. Infielder, CJ Hinojosa 
is the highest ranked player 
for the Longhorsn at No. 70 
nationally. The Longhorns 
landed two more top 500 
players in right-handed 
pitchers Holden Helmink 
at No. 218 and Chad Hol-
lingsworth at No 224.

— Wes Maulsby

SPORTS BRIEFLY

HONOR continues on page 9

LONGHORNS 
IN THE MLB 
Brandon Belt
0-for-3
2 K
BB

CLEMSON

WAKE FOREST

BUCCANEERS

VIKINGS

GIANTS

TIGERS
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FREE!
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HOUSING RENTAL

370 Unf. Apts.

GREAT DEALS!
Hyde Park 1-1 $750

 
West Campus 2-1 $849

 
North Campus 2-1 $900

 
Apartment Finders

 
512-322-9556

 
AusApt.com

400 Condos-Townhouses

LUXURY! 
WEST CAM-

PUS PRE-
LEASING

SPRING &/or FALL 2013
 
OVER THE TOP UNITS with... IN-
CREDIBLE VIEWS!
 
Granite Counters, Wood Floors, 
Gated Access, Underground 
Parking, Stainless Steel Appli-
ances, High Ceilings, Elevator 
Service, Workout Facility, Over-
sized Tubs & Showers, Walk-In 
Closets.
 
Priced from $2,450/month & Up
 
www.2708SanPedroLeasing.
com or call agent, 512-799-7850

ANNOUNCEMENTS

530 Travel-Transportation

IT’S ThE 
END of ThE 

WoRLD
(but only as we’ve come to know 
it)! After the corrupt world eco-
nomic systems collapse, one 
unfathomably wise person 
prophesied by ALL major world 
religions will speak to every-
one. He will NOT come across 
as a religious figure. He does 
NOT want to be worshipped. He 
is inspiring people to wake up 
& realize that humanity is one 
huge (dysfunctional) family in 
desperate need of Justice, Shar-
ing, Love, & Peace; and to see 
that the people have the respon-
sibilty & power to build a beauti-
ful new world.
 
www.theemergence.org

EMPLOYMENT

766 Recruitment
INTERNET MARkETING 

Perfect for college students 
with computer skills. Claim your 
future now. Contact www.lank-
simmons.com 

$5,500-$10,000 
PAID EGG Do-

NoRS
SAT>1100, ACT>24, GPA> 3.0 N/
Smokers, Ages 18-27. Reply to: 
info@eggdonorcenter.com

790 Part Time
BARTENDING! $300/DAY PO-
TENTIAL

No experience necessary. Train-
ing available. Age 18+. 800-965-
6520 ext. 113 

MAkE $50-$200* PER WEEk 
with virtually no effort. Very 
part time. crucialfreight.com/
utexas 

791 Nanny Wanted
hELPER foR 14YR. GIRL Help 
wonderful teen with learning 
disabilities. 15-20 hrs/week. 
Flexible with your class sched-
ule! $13/hr. Great experience 
for ST, OT or SpEd majors. 360 
and Westlake Dr. Contact: cath-
baughman@gmail.com 

800 General Help Wanted

STUDENTPAY-
oUTS.CoM

Paid Survey Takers Needed In 
Austin. 100% FREE To Join! Click 
On Surveys.

PRoGRAM SELLERS WANTED 
For f-1 at the circuit of the Ameri-
cas. Nov 16-19. If you are hard-
working, loud, outgoing and po-
lite you are just the person we 
need. if interested please email 
helen.wise@trmg.co.uk with a 
brief resume of yourself. Pay 
$100/day for approx. 9 hours 

EGG DoNoRS NEEDED 

Receive $100 upon completion 
of application! 

We are seeking women of all 
ethnicities to help real people 
build their family. Must be be-
tween the ages of 21-29 and live 
a healthy lifestyle. 

Please contact us at: 

1-800-264-8828 or info@aper-
fectmatch.com

$10,000 compensation plus all 
expenses paid 

WoRk foRMULA 1... COME 
BE PART OF THE ACTION AND 
AUSTIN’S EVENT OF THE YEAR 
WITH GATTI’S PIZZA!

Gatti’s Pizza is partnering with 
Circuit of the Americas for 
Austin’s first Formula 1 United 
States Grand Prix event on No-
vember 16th ñ 18th. Gatti’s Pizza 
will have three concessions 
during this 3-day event and we 
are hiring Cashiers and Kitchen 
Staff at $8.00 to $12.00 per hour 
DOE. To apply, please stop by 
our GattiTown Southpark Mead-
ows location located at 9900 S. 
IH-35, Austin, TX 78748 from 
1:00pm to 6:00pm on the follow-
ing dates: Friday, October 26th, 
Monday, October 29th, and Fri-
day, November 2nd. 

870 Medical

WoRk 
fRoM 
hoME

The Medical Service Bureau 
provides call center services 
to the medical community. We 
are seeking customer service 
agents to join our elite team who 
process inbound calls. Ideal 
candidates will be professional, 
positive, & detail-oriented. Work 
from home after completion of 
training. Start at $11.50/hour. 
Apply at www. JobsAtMSB.
com.
  

FOR SALE

Sell Electronics

SToP GETTING 
RoBBED

for wireless service! Get un-
limited voice, text and data for 
$59.99 monthly. No contracts. 
No credit check. No deposit. 
Earn FREE service by referring 
others. WirelessDealOfTheYear.
com

790 Part Time790 Part Time790 Part Time790 Part Time

Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line

www.123Donate.com

Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program

EGG DONORS NEEDED
Receive $100 upon completion of application!

We are seeking women of all ethnicities to help 
real people build their family. Must be between 

the ages of 21-29 and live a healthy lifestyle. 

Please contact us at: 1-800-264-8828 or 
info@aperfectmatch.com

$10,000 compensation plus all expenses paid

WWW.UBSKI.COM 
600 West 28th St, Suite #102

1-800-SKI-WILD  •  1-800-754-9453

breckenridge

COLLEGE SKI & BOARD WEEK

20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.

Breckenridge  •  Vail  •  Keystone 
Beaver Creek  •  Arapahoe Basin

plus t/s
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RemembeR!
you saw it  

in the Texan
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former Longhorn. Last year 
the Toros won their first 
D-League Championship. 
Jenkins has been a part of  
all of it.

“Our numbers don’t lie. 
Our relationships with 
our players are the best in 
the league,” Jenkins said. 
“We’re about setting up our 
players for success. That’s 
the mission that was set 
in place in ’07-’08, and it  
hasn’t changed.”

Jenkins’ next task in car-
rying out “the mission”: 
the D-League draft on Nov. 
2. The draft is an opportu-
nity for each of the league’s 
16 teams to select eight 
players out of a pool of ap-
proximately 200 prospects 
who have signed one-year  

contracts with the D-League. 
Players such as Utah’s Ja-
maal Tinsley (last year’s first 
overall selection), former 
Longhorn Gary Johnson 
and Cleveland starting small 
forward Alonzo Gee have 
all come up through the  
D-League draft.

Although his first draft as 
head coach represents Jen-
kins’ best opportunity to 
build the team he wants, he 
doesn’t plan to stray too far 
from the formula he learned 
as an assistant.

“My vision is number one 
for the team to be successful, 
but in many ways we want to 
do what we can to help the 
Spurs,” Jenkins said. “With 
this being my first draft, 
I don’t want to drastically 
change anything.”

Given the success the 
Spurs-owned Toros have 
had so far, he shouldn’t  
have to.

TOROS
continues from page 8 When Texas competes in 

the Big 12 Championships 
Saturday, head coach Ste-
phen Sisson doesn’t expect 
too many surprises. 

“I designed the course, 
so I know where the twists, 
turns and strategic points 
are,” Sisson said. “We’ve had 
the chance to get out there 
two to three times, so we’ll 
be prepared for any intri-
cacies that happen during 
the race and respond to  
them well.”

Emerging from a two-
week hiatus, Texas last com-
peted in the Pre-Nationals 
Invitational and finished 
fifth. The meet bumped up 
the team’s national UST-
FCCCA ranking from its 
season-opening No. 26 to 
a season-high No. 14. The 
Longhorns are hosting the 

conference championships 
for the first time since 2003, 
and now face teams includ-
ing No. 2 Iowa State and No. 
27 Oklahoma State.

Hoping to beat its sec-
ond-place finish from last 
year, Texas fields a deeper 
team than in years past. 
Teammates and coaches 
agree they no longer rely on 
one runner to carry weight.

“People feel more of an 
individual responsibil-
ity,” Sutherland said. “Every 
single girl that will line up 
on Saturday is going to be 
prepared, excited to be run-
ning at the conference meet 
and feeling a positive kind  
of pressure.”

The women’s 6K race 
begins Saturday at 10 
a.m. at the Jimmy Clay  
Golf Course.

woMEN’s cross country | jori epstein

since his return in 2008.
“On a lot of men’s teams, the 

players feel like they’re getting 
scrutinized by their teammates 
and that they have to behave a 
certain way,” Ortiz said. “We fi-
nally broke down a lot of those 
barriers, because we had some-
body special enough to help us 
get over that.”

Purgason’s outgoing per-
sonality was only one of many 
things for which his teammates 
remember him.

“He contributed such an in-
tensity,” junior outside hitter 
Chase McKinzie said. “He’s one 
of the guys that started getting 
people riled up in games and 
would be so into it. He created 
that kind of passion for us.”

As one of the captains for the 
men’s first team, McKinzie said 

he sees quite a difference in the 
team’s attitude this season.

“This year we have a lot more 
confidence in our ability to play 
competitively,” McKinzie said. 
“We all loved Michael’s intensity. 
That’s how we all started getting 
into this passionate mode that 
we’re carrying on this year, and 
that’s our biggest attribute. We 
loved his attitude on and off the 
court, and we’re living through it 
right now.”

Purgason’s legacy does not 
only shine through his team-
mates this season but will be 
honored in many seasons to fol-
low, McKinzie said.

“We devoted our season to 
him, and we want to continue 
that,” he said.

In honor of Purgason, the 
team wants to rename the 
Adam Prinz Invitational, cur-
rently named after another 
alumni who died during his 
season at UT, to the Prinz- 
Purgason Invitational.

HONOR
continues from page 8
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Once Per Axis
Oct 28th 10-11pm / Doors 9:30pm

Interview performance 10pm
Pick uP your free wristband in the HSM 

building
Friday the 26th 1pm

Student-run entertainment = student-run 
fun

FOR FREE

with
 A
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ti
n’
s 
ow
n
:

live
audiEnce
taping

LIVE
TV/RADIO
BROADCAST

For wristband info: 
512-471-5083

Sponsored refreshments 
provided by:

First come first serve

91.7 FM and Ch. 29.1 
Digital Antenna TV

WINES · SPIRITS · FINER FOODS
(512) 366-8260 ·specsonline.com
CHEERS TO SAVINGS!®

KEGGERS Can
BE CHOOSERS.

Across
 1 Gremlins of the 

’70s, e.g.
 5 Logic problem
 9 Neighbor of 

Lydia
14 ___ Capital 

(investment firm)
15 Q7 maker
16 Like a national 

flag with a sword 
on it

17 Rising star?
18 One blatantly 

disobeying traffic 
laws

20 Pitcher Bedard
21 Tropical 

aquarium plants
22 Like small 

potatoes?
24 Greven who 

wrote the 2008 
best seller “How 
to Talk to Girls”

25 Holy higher-ups

28 “All in the 
Family” 
exclamation

32 Cell group
33 Creep’s peep
34 With 11-Down, 

bugging no end
35 Aperture in some 

drills
37 Used bikes
38 It prompts tipping 

in a bar
40 Accessory near 

a basin
41 Relative of a 

man crush
42 Calls from a 

27-Down
43 Reluctant wearer 

of a cap
46 “I’m not upset, 

really”
52 Classic covered 

walk
53 Composition of 

some orange 
spheres

54 Word with 
letters?

55 They take people 
out

56 Play to ___
57 Commend
58 Flavian dynasty 

ruler
59 The opposition
60 Heat meas.

Down
 1 ___ J. Mikva, 

White House 
counsel under 
Clinton

 2 Much-tattooed 
people

 3 What a mayor 
tries to instill

 4 Carver of Hells 
Canyon

 5 Die
 6 It’ll help you get 

a bite
 7 Flatter to a fault
 8 Flexibility
 9 Hull of the 

Constitution
10 Propulsion gear
11 See 34-Across
12 Flash 

d’inspiration
13 Isn’t fine
19 Shakespearean 

title character
23 First name in 

’50s TV
26 Into-the-stands 

homer, say
27 Mohair source

28 “High Fidelity” 
star, 2000

29 Like a diva
30 W competitor
31 First character 

seen in “Zelig”
32 Boat stem
34 2009 Grammy 

winner for “Crack 
a Bottle,” briefly

36 Hit the dirt?
39 Start to tank
42 Bill of fashion
44 Italian for 

“baked”
45 Flip chart 

supporter
46 “Law & Order: 

SVU” co-star

47 Move before 
taking off

48 Vexation

49 1943 U.S.-vs.-
Japan battle site

50 ___ Taylor, old 
sitcom character

51 Believe

Puzzle by Barry C. Silk

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit 
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit 
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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58 59 60
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M D I V FIRE B O M B H I T S

A M E B A E E A T E R S
R U R C H E

P S A L M S S K Y L A B
R A N G S P I T FIRE I M A C
A R I E S O R E O N R Y E
P A P A M U S E R S A L A
I M P E T U S P O M A D E S
D U E D A T E E T A L I A E
FIRE S T O N E S R I N G O F FIRE

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
For Friday, October 26, 2012

Edited by Will Shortz No. 0921

Comics10 Friday, October 26, 2012

Today’s solution will appear here tomorrow

Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the the fishes for ya!
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Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the the fishes for ya!
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“Cloud Atlas” isn’t a film 
that can be assessed on any 
sort of traditional scale. It 
has half a dozen protago-
nists, scoffs in the face of 
three-act structure and 
spends the majority of its 
running time cutting be-
tween timelines, a single 
edit sometimes bridg-
ing centuries. It’s also the 
year’s most ambitious film, 
an unprecedented feat of 
storytelling from directors 
Tom Tykwer and Andy and 
Lana Wachowski.

It’s a dense, challenging 
work, and “Cloud Atlas” 
moves at a blistering pace. 
In its first 20 minutes or 
so, it hits us with a barrage 
of names and faces, set-
ting up six different stories 
in six different timelines, 
all of them overlapping in 
one way or another. Adam 
Ewing (Jim Sturgess) sails 
across the Pacific in the 
1800s, while struggling 
composer Robert Frobisher 
(Ben Whishaw) reads his 
journal in the 1920s. Halle 
Berry stars in a thrilling 
segment set in the 1970s, 
and her story is turned 
into a novel that publisher 
Timothy Cavendish (Jim 
Broadbent) contemplates 
in 2012 before being locked 
away in a nursing home. 
In a dystopian future, Son-
mi-451 (Doona Bae) finds 
herself leading a revolution, 
and Zachry (Tom Hanks) 
leads a crew of refugees in a  
post-apocalyptic wasteland. 

It’s a lot to absorb, and 
“Cloud Atlas” struggles 
to get off of the ground 
at times. However, once it 
gets going, “Cloud Atlas” 
quickly becomes one of the 
year’s best films. 

Each of the film’s princi-
pal actors pop up in mul-
tiple roles, often recurring 
in each of its segments. For 

example, Tom Hanks plays 

a doctor, a hotel clerk, a 
scientist, a vengeful writer, 
an actor and post-apoca-
lyptic badass Zachry. The 
act of casting the same 
actor in multiple roles is 
more than a parlor trick, 
and watching six differ-
ent versions of Tom Hanks 
figure out what it means to 
be a good person over the 
progression of six different 
timelines makes the con-
clusion of Zachry’s story 
all the more meaningful. 

It can be challenging 
for an actor to play mul-
tiple roles and make them 
distinct from one another, 
but everyone in “Cloud 
Atlas” is up to the chal-
lenge. Actors like Berry 
and Whishaw are effective 
in their big segments, but 
just as impressive is the 
way “Cloud Atlas” renders 
them unrecognizable in 
other timelines, dressing 
Berry up as an old man or 
Whishaw as a brutal post-
apocalyptic tribesman. It’s 
a strong, commendable 
commitment to theme and 
message and one of many 
ways that “Cloud Atlas” 
bends the barriers of how 
a traditional Hollywood  
film functions.

Two performances stand 
above the rest, however. 
Bae plays futuristic wait-
ress-turned-revolutionary 
Sonmi-451. She starts 
out oblivious and inno-
cent, but once Bae starts 
to deal with the ugly re-
alities of her world, it’s 
heartwrenching. Broad-
bent also deserves com-
mendation for his work 
as Timothy Cavendish, 

a publisher condemned 

to a nursing home by his 
villainous brother. His 
escape from the home is 
the most broadly comedic 
segment in “Cloud Atlas” 
but also probably its most 
plainly heartwarming, 
and Broadbent anchors 
the segment with his easy,  
befuddled charm. 

The three people respon-
sible for making “Cloud At-
las” the film it is are Tykwer 
and the Wachowskis, and 
their construction is in-
spiring. Once “Cloud Atlas” 
gets rolling, it is rare that a 
sequence unfolds without 
three or more timelines 
cutting their stories to-
gether, each edit perfectly 
timed to heighten suspense 
or draw a parallel. It’s a 
breathless and hypnotizing 
way to tell a story. 

There’s clearly a lot to 
discuss about “Cloud At-
las.” A second viewing 
already offers up numer-
ous rewards, some com-
ing from being able to spot 
actors in roles you may 
not have recognized them 
in or simply being able to 
better appreciate a particu-
larly resonant edit. “Cloud 
Atlas” manages to balance 
political thriller, science 
fiction, period drama and 
slapstick comedy with-
out ever overdoing it, and 
its steadfast belief in hu-
manity’s basic goodness 
is uplifting in a way that 
very few films can man-
age these days. The result 
is a film that’s required 
viewing, a beautiful feat in 
writing, editing, directing 
and acting — an unapolo-
getic masterpiece.

The second annual Josh Ab-
bott Band Festival hits Austin 
on Saturday with a lineup of 
established and up-and-coming 
country artists. Josh Abbott 
spoke to The Daily Texan about 
the festival and his band’s bur-
geoning success.

Daily Texan: After a string 
of hit singles like “Tonight” 
and “She’s Like Texas” in the 
last year, your name has a 
little more impact than it did 
this time last year. What do 
you think of the growth in  
JAB’s popularity?

Josh Abbott: It seems like every 
year since 2008, when we start-
ed touring, we just get bigger 
and bigger. At some point that 
bell curve has to come down, 
but I’m not ready for that just 
yet. I hope we’re bigger than last 
year, and next year I hope we’re 
even bigger. As long as we’re not 
talking about my weight, that’s a 
great thing.

DT: What’s the philosophy of 
the festival? How did you pick 
the lineup?

Abbott: I want to be sure 
I’m putting on a concert that 
country music fans know 
when they come, they’re go-
ing to get a good value and see 
good music for a good price. 
We do it in Austin, Lubbock, 
East Texas and next year we’ll 
do it in Corpus Christi. I like 
that the lineup notes who the 
up-and-comers are and who 
the college kids are digging 

and also notes who paved the 
way for Texas country. 

DT: What sets it apart from 
other country music festivals?

Abbott: It would be naive of me 
to think I’m doing something 
totally new. It’s just a different 
festival. I focus on fewer bands 
with later lineups and shorter 
set times. At these all-day festi-
vals, some people get there early 
and fade out halfway through. 
Other people wait to get there 
toward the end of the night. I’ve 
always thought that was such a 
disrespect by the promoter to 
put these really cool up-and-
coming young guys so early. We 
can start later in the day, where 
people can get there at 5:00 and 
watch all the bands and be done 
by 11:00 or 12:00. 

DT: What do you think people 
love about your band? How 
have you grown so quickly?

Abbott: Our success has been 
a combination of the right 
songs with the right marketing 
and great fans. Our age demo-
graphic is like 16 to 28, and our 
fans have been really awesome 
about going to our concerts and 
spreading the word about us. 
When these Texas kids go off 
to school in Arkansas and Kan-

sas and Nebraska and they ask, 
‘have you heard of Texas coun-
try?’ and say, ‘listen to this Josh 
Abbott guy,’ it’s really helped all 
of us grow. I hope that contin-
ues to still happen, but it never 
hurts to be the underground 
in the music world. Everyone 
bashes the favorites. 

DT: What’s the story behind 
your latest single, “I’ll Sing 
About Mine?” Is it a jab at 
mainstream country acts?

Abbott: The ironic thing about 
that song is we didn’t write it. 
This is the first time we’ve ever 
released a song and recorded a 
song we didn’t write. I was just 
so in love with this song. It’s by 
Adam Hood and Brian Keane, 
who are friends of ours. This is 
real country music, and this is 
the song that explains it best. 
Tractors are not sexy. When 
you hear these kind of songs on 
country music radio, they’re fo-
cused on making it cute, mak-
ing it hokey. How many coun-
try music singers, look where 
they’re from, and it’s like, what 
do you know about country? I 
don’t knock on those people, 
because I’ve met a lot of them. 
They’re very nice and very 
humble and thankful for their 
fans like we are, but they do 
things a little differently.
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Unconventional film amazes
with stunning visuals, writing

Reiner Bajo | AP Photo/Warner Bros. Pictures
This film image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Halle Berry and Jim Broadbent in a 
scene from “Cloud Atlas,” an epic spanning centuries and genres. 
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Although his work stays 
true to time-tested subjects, 
Cosby has had no problem 
staying current in today’s 
world of social media and con-
stant digital news. He has em-
braced social media on almost 
every platform. Unlike many 
members of his generation, 
Cosby has a Facebook page, 
a Twitter account and a You-
Tube page, in addition to his 
website. He is active on all of 
these sites, posting comments, 
videos and pictures, although 
much of the time the exact 
same thing is posted on all 

four media portals. 
“In show business I have to 

find the people,” Cosby said, 
explaining why he chose to 
venture onto so many social 
media sites. “I have to tell the 
people where I am and then 
hope they remember the icon 
part without seeing the ghost 
and get excited.” 

On Sunday Cosby returns 
to Austin to perform his 
stand-up act at Bass Concert 
Hall. The audience might see 
an icon, a man with a killer 
sense of timing and a knack 
for storytelling, or they might 

see a ghost, the man who used 
to be on “The Cosby Show” 
and “Fat Albert.” One thing is 
certain: They are going to see a 
man dedicated to performing 
who has given no indication of 
stopping any time soon. 

“Fifty years. Wow,” Cosby 
said about his career. “But it 
could very well be 80 years. If 
I am still thinking and if the 
timing is still there ... it has 
to go somewhere, and until I 
am taken or stopped by Mrs. 
Cosby, I accept speaking and 
performance to cause laughter 
and entertainment.”

COSBY continues from page 12

ble that no other author 
does. Amid the confusion, 
Wolfe finds a way to make 
sense of it all for the read-
er. His novel reads like an 
oral transcription with 
a wide range of diction, 
meshed with every pos-
sible hyperbole the man 
has up his sleeve.

Wolfe’s writing style is 
something no one else can 
control. As long as read-
ers are patient with him, 
Wolfe artfully guides them 
along. The beat of Wolfe’s 
style changes depending 
on which character he is 
writing about. This cre-
ates a second dimension to 
otherwise flat characters.

But while the book ad-
dresses the serious issues 
of immigration and race, 
Wolfe’s comically implau-
sible plot takes away from 
what could have been a 
somber approach to the 
issues. Furthermore, his 
cartoonish style often 
translates into cartoon-
ish characters. For exam-
ple, psychiatrist Norman 
Lewis is a loony, mad-sci-
entist type who counsels 

and treats porn addicts, 
yet possibly suffers from 
a sex addiction himself. 
And there is the Miami 
Herald’s editor, Edward 
T. Topping IV, a cow-
ardly man who initially 
is afraid to do any kind of 
real journalistic work for 
Miami’s most widely cir-
culated paper. These char-
acters weaken the novel’s 

attempt to tackle serious 
issues.

Though flawed, “Back 
to Blood” is an enjoyable 
book as long as you have 
both the time and energy 
to deal with Wolfe’s imagi-
native world and style. 
If you do not have these 
luxuries, “Back to Blood” 
might be a book best saved 
for Christmas break.

By Alex Williams
Directed by: Tom Tykwer and 
Andy and Lana Wachowski
Genre: All of them
Runtime: 172 minutes

MOVIE REVIEW | ‘CLOUD ATLAS’

Photo courtesy 
of Mark Seliger

Tom Wolfe, 
creator of new 
journalism, 
returns after an 
eight-year hiatus 
with “Back to 
Blood.”

MUSIC

Josh Abbott Band Festival 
brings together old, new

By Audrey White
Josh Abbott Band Festival

When: Saturday, Oct. 27, gates open at 3 p.m.
Where: Nutty Brown Cafe
Price: $20
Website: JABfest.com

Photo courtesy of Todd Purifoy
The second annual Josh Abbott Band Festival will feature the Josh Abbott Band (pictured), Curtis 
Grimes, Cory Morrow, and others Saturday.



 When Bill Cosby returns 
to the UT stage Sunday night, 
his reputation will precede 
him. The legendary comedian 
has been to UT many times. 
He has a UT sweater. He has 
UT socks. He is an honorary 
member of the football team 
and the women’s track team. 
But Bill Cosby’s career has not 
been a 100-meter dash. With 
a legacy in show business that 
spans five decades, Cosby has 
proved to be more of a long-
distance runner.  

The comedian, now 75, 
has a gruff and grandfatherly 
manner that accompanies his 
slow-spoken but sharp humor. 
Unlike many comedians to-
day, who Cosby said concen-
trate too much on getting to 
the punch line fast and deliv-
ering comedy quickly, Cosby 
eases slowly into funny. 

“You can’t get a fast food 
performance here,” Cosby 
said. “You are going to mari-
nate, to smile and forget about 
‘Is this hip or not?’ You are 
going to get lost in a world of 
smiling, in identification. For-
get about being hip.”

Based on his body of work, 
Cosby has never been very 
concerned with being hip. 
From his early stand-up ca-
reer to his time on the popular 
sitcom, “The Cosby Show,” his 
subject material has concen-
trated on family, the follies of 
young adults and raising chil-
dren, not exactly edgy stuff. 
But what Cosby’s material 

lacks in trendiness, it makes 
up for in timelessness. His 
fan base spans over three gen-
erations, and his comedy has 
earned him legendary status 
in show business. 

Cosby, however, is not en-
tirely comfortable with his 
iconic position in the world  
of comedy. 

“Many people will say, 
‘You’re a legend,’ and I say, 
‘Okay, 40,000 fathoms under 
the sea is a legend,’” Cosby 
said. “It’s brand new for me, 
so I feel that it means old. 
Old and museum-like, like  
a ghost.” 

He is coming to terms with 
the label of “icon” or “legend” 
as he recognizes what it means 
to be respected and appreci-
ated for one’s work. However, 
he wants to distinguish the 
notion of legend from the no-
tion of relic. 

“I don’t want [people] to 
think that because I’m 75, 
that [they are] going to get 
a crotchety [performance],” 
Cosby said. There is a differ-
ence between old and timeless, 
and while Cosby described his 
performances as something 
the audience may have seen 
in their childhood with their 
parents, his comedy is still on 
point and relevant. 
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 JUST ONE HOUR FROM AUSTIN IN DOWNTOWN FLATONIA 
More info at  flatoniachamber.com or 361-865-3920 

3 Days of Live Music in the Giant Biergarten!3 Days of Live Music in the Giant Biergarten!3 Days of Live Music in the Giant Biergarten!   
ROBERT EARL KEEN & THE BELLAMY BROTHERS 
MAX RIOS & THE WAYSIDERS | SOUTHBOUND 955 | DUJKA BROTHERS 

THE GEORGES | THE PALE HORSES | THE ORIGINAL VELVETS 
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Cosby hits 
fresh, new 
punch lines

Wolfe’s new novel rivets readers

EVENT PREVIEW

With a BANG, a SMACK, 
hundreds of ellipses and 
God only knows how many 
exclamation marks, Tom 
Wolfe is back.

Wolfe released his new 
book, “Back to Blood,” earlier 
this week, after an eight-year 
dry stretch. In his novel, which 
has a plot that is anything but 
realistic, immigration, race, 
class and today’s state of jour-
nalism are just some of the is-
sues addressed.  

Set in Miami, the novel’s 
opening scene features Cu-
ban-American cop Nestor 
Camacho saving a Cuban’s 
life while simultaneously pre-
venting him from illegally en-
tering the United States. This 
causes unrest and intense dis-
approval among his Cuban-
born family and community. 
Meanwhile, a Yale-bred jour-
nalist by the name of John 
Smith (yes, really) begins 
investigating a tip that Rus-
sian oligarch Sergei Korolyov 
donated forged paintings to a 
local museum. Through some 

odd twists, Camacho begins 
to help Smith with his investi-
gation of Korolyov, who hap-
pens to be seeing Camacho’s 
ex-girlfriend (yes, really).

While the plot is laughably 
outlandish, Wolfe still finds 
a way to weave together an 
engaging plot line. Besides, 
it is not Wolfe’s plot that is 
the strong point of the novel 
 — with any novel he writes, 
the strong point is always his 
writing style.

Wolfe coined his own style 
when he introduced “new 
journalism” to the world in the 

1960s. It is quick, energetic, 
never-stopping, heart-thump-
ing and often downright con-
fusing. Wolfe buries the reader 
in a sea of adjectives, punc-
tuation, alliteration and ono-
matopoeia, making the novel 
overwhelming at times. With 
the exception of the short 
reprieves between chapters, 
his writing has no pauses for 
breathing or rest.

Despite the frustrations of 
his style, Wolfe brings strong 
language to the literary ta-

Back to Blood
Author: Tom Wolfe
Genre: Literary Fiction

BOOK REVIEW | ‘BACK TO BLOOD’

By Faith Ann Ruszkowski Bill Cosby
When: Oct 28

Where: Bass Concert Hall
How much: $22.25 - $52.50

By Bobby Blanchard

BLOOD continues on page 11
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‘‘
While the plot is laughably 
outlandish, Wolfe still finds a way 
to weave together an engaging 
plot line.

Photo courtesy of Erinn Cosby
Bill Cosby, an honorary member of the UT football team and the women’s track team, will be performing at Bass Concert Hall Sunday.
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HORNS DOWN

HORNS UP

Natalie Portman was 
at the Baylor game.

The Onion’s TED Talk 
spoof, Onion Talk. 
“No mind will be left 
unchanged.” 

The iPad Mini. 
“Happy Endings” 

is back. Another 
season of irreverent, 

pop culture mania. 

“Cloud Atlas.” 
Crazy or crazy brilliant? 

Michael Fassbender 
at the Baylor game. 

He probably can’t 
help that he looked a 

little terrifying. 

Clark Kent quit The 
Daily Planet. But 

really, how good of a 
journalist was he? 

Denny’s “Hobbit”-
themed menu. 
Some ideas should 
just stay ideas. 

So, energy drinks might 
be really dangerous. 

Ryan Gosling 
sightings overdose. 
Every text: “OMG R GOS 
ON SAN GABRIEL!!!!!!!!” 
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