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-2- 3619, APRIL 6, 6 PM, FROM: BONN

JGERMAN PUBLIC IS"NOT YET AWARE.  THIS NON=POLEMIc APPROAGH  WAS MUAH
IN LINE WITH THE PRESENT MOOD IN BONN. TE SECRETAF
REMARKED TO THE CHARGE LATE LAST WEEK THAT T}

DOTT A,

*
-y i G
C’f‘il\- J A AN D

| T} ENT WAS RELAXED
’AS;*FAwé SOVIET PELAT{}-" S “z:,??;? CQ\_UY“Z} IN THE CONTENTS OF
1AL MEMORANDUM WHICH AMBASSADOR SMIRNOy BROUGHT BACK TO ERHARD. THE
_GGR wTI’ENT VIEWS THE MEMORANDUM AS MORE SIGNIFICANT THAN THE HOSTILE
PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF THE SOVIET REGIME., THERE IS NOTHING TO INDICATE,
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FJ¢ZTT:; T?RT IT H S VFT DECIDED HOW TO HANDLE THE SOvIET OFFER OF

THERE HAVZ BEEEN A SURPRISING NUMBER OF PRESS REFERENCES TO THE
POSSIBILITY OF A KHRUSHCHEV-ERHARD MEETING, BU : HAuE
?;EV PROMPTED BY RUMORS OF THE CONTENTS OF THE DUM
RATHER THAN BY ANY INDICATION OF WHAT ERHARD® POLICY
DECISION.WILL BE, AT HIS MUNICH PRESS CONFERE EDER ANSWERED
A QUESTION ABOUT AN ERHARD=-KHRUSHCHEvy MEETING WITH A NON-pOMMITTAL
REPLY THAT IT WOULD BE WRONG PUBLICLY TO INDICATE WHETHER HE HAD
' ADVISED ERHARD FOR OR AGAINST SUCH A MEETING.
IF THE CHANCELLOR IS ATTRACIED BY A . TING WITH K} WITHI
THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS, IT WOULD PR LY WITH 1 ING
CONSIDERATIONS IN MIND:
is DOMESTIC POLITICS -- BRANDT IS iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁlhs 'TH | ORE FLEXIBLE
ATTITUDE TOWARD DR 'NGS WITH MOSCOW AND PANXC 11 TTMATE
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3883, IT IS WORTH RECALLACs 10 BONN AS RESPONSE.TO THE
THAT ADENAUER INVITE KHRUSHCHEVY 1 N a2 B
' MEMO OF DECEMBER 1961.
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: A NCELLOR, ERHARD SEEMS 10 HAay:
$2. | ECONOMIC OFFER -- SINCE BECCH e CH NG Oy NG WEST GERMANY:S:
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-3- 3619, APRIL 6, 6 PM, FROM: BONN

I YORTH WHILE™TO EXPLORE PERSONALLY WITH KHRUSHCHEY WHETHER THE
AVAILABILITY OF WEST GERMAN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE COULD (ONSTITUTE THE
NEW ELEMENT NEEDED TO BRING MOVEMENT INTO THE CURRENTLY FROZEN GERMAN
QUESTION. 'EVEN BELOW THE LEVEL OF LARGE SCALE ASSISTANGE, IT IS
DOUBTLESS THE ECONOMIC FIELD THAT OFFERS THE BEST PROSPEETS FOR
MOVEMENT, IN SPITE OF SOVIET TESTINESS ABOUT THE ISSUE IT WILL SE
RECALLED THAT THE TRANDE AND NAVIGATION AGREEMENT -BERLIN CLAUSE IS
PECULIARLY UNBINDING, SO THAT IT NEED NOT REALLY CONSTITUTE A SARRIES
IN ESSENCE THE "CLAUSE"CONSISTS OF AN EXCHANGE OF "UNDERSTANDINGS®,
N THE GERMAN SIDE THAT THE AGREEMENT APPLIES TO BERLIN, AND ON THE
SOVIET SIDE THAT IT DOES NOT. WE DO NOT EXPECT ANY CHANGE IN GERMAN
CREDIT POLICY IN THE NEAR FUTURE, BUT, ALTHOUGH IT VOULD BE DIFFICULT,
SOME ACCOMMODATION OF THE SOVIET DESIRE FOR LONGER TERM TRADE
PAGE 5 RUFDBG 792  €~0N-F—i=Dwbidfriii-l..

ARRANGEMENTS MIGHT BE POSSIBLE IN THE LONG RUND.
3. PRESTIGE~-- IF DEGAULLE MEETS WITH KHRUSHCHEy SOON, AN IMPRESSION
VILL BE FOSTERED IN GERMANY THAT IT IS THE PREROGATIVE OF MAJOR
WORLD LEADERS TO MAVE DIRECT PERSONAL CONTACT WITH MOSGOW.  GERMAN
RELIANCE ON WASHINGTON AS A CHANNEL TO KHRUSHCHEY IS LIKELY TO
APPEAR INCREASINGLY ANACHRONISTIC AND BY NO | ESSENTIAL TO THE
PRESERVATION OF WESTERN UNITY.
4, REPATRIATION -- THE FLOV OF REPATRIATES FROV T HAS FALLE!
TO THREE OR FOUR MONTHLY, ALTHOUGH SOME 18,000 PERS MAIN IN THE
SOVIET UNION WHO HAVE REGISTE : D M IGHT
CALCULATE THAT SOME SUCCESS I WOULD BE
SUFFICIENT TO JUSTIFY A MEETING \IN PURPOSE
OF WHICH WOULD BE ONE OR ALL OF LD ABUVL.
FOR THE PRESENT, “E WOULD NOT EXPECT ERHARD TO GO BEYOND A CAUTIOUS
AND QUIET EXPLORATION OF SOVIET INTENTIONS. SUCH EXPLORATION, IN
OUR VIEV, IS NOT YET LIKELY TO REVEAL ANY SUBSTANTIAL PROSPECTS OF
AGREEMENT» EVEN SO, THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS WILL INCREASINGLY
BECOME FACTORS IN GERMAN THINKING. THEY MAY BE BORNE IN MIND IF .-
AS WE CONSIDER LIXELY-- ERHARD CONSULTS WITH US ON THE ADvISABILITY
OF SEEKING A MEETING WITH KHRUSHCHEV.
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