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SUBJECT: CZECHOSLOVAKIA

le FOREIGN MINISTER MEDICI MADE STATEMENT ON CZECHOS|OVAKIA
AUGUST 24 BEFORE FORE]IGN AFFAIRS COMMISSION OF CHAMBER OF
DEPUTIES. FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMISSION OF SENATE WILLI MEET
AUGUST 26 TO HEAR MEDICI» AND EXTRAORDINARY SESSION Of BOTH
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT WILL CONVENE AUGUST 29+ (CONSTITUTION
PROVIDES EITHER HOUSE CAN BE CALLED INTD EXTRAORDINARY
SESSION AT RFOUEST ONE=THIRD oF HEHBERS: OTHER CHAMBER IS
THEREBY ALSO AUTOMATICALLY CONVENED. PRESENT REQUEST CAME
FROM 211 CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC MEMBERS OF cHAMBER OF
DEPUTIES.)

2e IN HIS AUGUST 24 STATEMENT THE FOREIGN MINISTER REFERRED

TO MINISTER MAZZA*S AND PRIME MINISTER'S EXCHANGES: WITH'

SOVIET AMBASSADOR, AS WELL AS TO HIS QOWN MEETINGS WITW CZECHDS=-
LOVAK AMBASSADOR AND CHIEFS OF:H!BSION OF FRANCE» US» FRG,

UKs DENMARK, AND NETHERLANDS. HE ALSQ RECALLED AUGUST 22
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS STATEMENTs HWE SAID SOVIET AGGRESSION HAD
VIOLATED NUMEROUS ACCORDS TO WHICH USSR WAS PARTY, INCLUD!NG
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WARSAW PACT: INVASION WAS IN OPEN CONTRAST TO PREAMBUL AR PARA
12 OF NPT CALLING ON SIGNATORIES TO REFRAIN FROM THREATS AND USE
OF FORCE. HE ALSO NOTED THAT SITUATION HAD LED ITALK TO

OSTPONE SIGNING NPTe

3¢ FOREIGN MINISTER SAID SITUATION MOST AFFECTED AND CONCERNED
ITALY IN FIELD OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS, GOVERNMENT sELIEVED
INTERVENTION HAD: DEALT HARD BLOW T0O DETENTE AND HAD DESTROYED
THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF TRUSTe HASTY CONCLUSIONS: SHOULD NOT
BE DRAWNs: POSITIONS AND ACTIONS SHOULD BE COORDINATED AMONG
COUNTRIES OF FREE WOR[LD. CAREFUL RE-= EXAMINATION, IN| CONSULTA=

TION WITH ALLIES, SHOULD BE MADE OF ENTIREI POLICY OF RELATIONS
WITH EASTERN EUROPE. IDEAS OF NEW "EUROPEAN SECURITYw PROGRAMS
LEADING TO "DOING AWAY WITH BLOCS" WERE BADLY SHAKEN

4e MEDICI SAID SITUATION CONFIRMED VALIDITY OF ITAL¥'S

ATLANTIC POLICY AND ARGUED FOR 'CONSOLIDATION AND REINFORCEMENT

OF THE ALLIANCEs SITUATION ALSO REQUIRED THAT POLICY OF UNIFYING
WESTERN EUROPE! OVERCOME ALL OBSTACLES DUE TO ®“RESIDUA| NARROW=
MINDED NATIONALISM".

5¢ MEDICI SAID THAT MOSCOW WAS OBYIousLY HOPING TO PRESERVE

AS WELL AS PDSSIBLE ITS RELATIONS WITH THIRD COUNTRIESs IT

WAS EVIDENT THAT MOSCOW HOPED THAT AFTER BRIEF PERIOD OF COOLNESS
IN RE|_ATIONS, THINGS WOULD RETURN TO THEIR PREVIOUS STATEs

HE SAID IT WAS ALSO PROBABLE THAT THIS TIMEs JUST AS: IN! 1956,
"THE USSR COUNTED ON THE FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES:! IS' IN A

PRE= ELECTORAL PERIOD AND IS TODAY STRONGLY COMMITTED! [N

SOUTHEAST ASTAe" BUT THIS ARMED INTERVENTION AND THE CONSEQUEN-
CES IT MUST HAVE ON THE COMMUNIST CAMP: ITSELF WENT BEYOND ANY
PRIOR CALCULATION.,

6¢ FOLLOWING MEDICI» MEMBERS OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES'MADE STATE=
MENTS IN THE COMMISSION. SOCIALIST (PSUY PRESIDENT NENNI

SAID SITUATION INVOLVED NOT SO MUCH EAST=WEST RELATIONS: AS IT
DID RELATIONS BETwEEN GOVERNMENTS AND COMMUNIST PARTIES AND
PROBLEMS CONNECTED WITH DEVELOPMENT OF WORLD SOCIALISMe HE
CALLED ON GOVERNMENT TO DO ALL! POSSIBLE TD HELP CZECHDSLOVAKIA
AND STRENGTHEN SOLIDARITY BETWEEN ITALIAN' AND CZECHOS[OVAK
PEOPLES
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