Tebruary 1, 1931

Dl Be o sellards
~Bureau of Fconomic Geology
-University of Texas
Austin, Texaus

‘My dcur Dr. Nellards:

I an very sorry t0 .iave misgsed secing you
last weell, and I kow T shooald huve made more
deiinive aryaneeants,

Jre. Tlummer andé Liv, ding hnve sresumebly
cold you showy amy viIsit ond baee fossii collection
T hed witi me.

Jwring e last Cive yeers I lave been able
to miass o 2oud lwesl CLiiborne collection. To
Flve Junt some Lilo.vrvasion of vie sise und gnality
of Tne waverlal wb my clsossal ov, 1 aa ucntioning:

here aro 54 swecimene of erabs helonging

to b sneclen of which 4 ave new zud found at 5 dif-
ferert loculitbies,

from $ue lucality lseley's “erry, 3urleson
County, I aave listed L&l species of fossila; from
the locallity ou the Brazos River, 3Brazos Sounty,
110 species altuosugn I .:ave uwude no specianl effort
to obtain s complete set of Bryo:oa cr of other
emall forms., With but little more sezrch for
groups8 I had not been much interested in previously,
and & 1ittle wasning und sifting for smnller forms,
the number of species from both loculities would
amount to about 200.

.

In the collection are pernaps 50 not descrived
Species. Recently I found &2 new species of the
Gustropod genus Vertagus which genus seems to be
new to the American Tertiary.

Some of the wsll imiown forms are represented
in many individuals as for instance, Conus Sauridens,
which ranges in this coliection from juveniles of
0.9 cm. to seniles of 7,5 om,
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Dr. Sellards: (Con't)

As & whole, the awllection is now in good shape
snd a good start for the study of the Claiborne.

Here is what 1 htve been doing with it. -Dr.
B. C. Rgnick is working in this region and has inter-
ested me in the stratigrapiy of the Claiborne. e
have both made collections of various levels and
carefully estublished a reference secction. The
results are:

(1) Crockett erd Weches huve separute faunes
with but Little sinilority cud few identical or closaely
reluted dyecies. lany senera are restricted %o the
Crockrett, otners to the '/aches.

(2) nr0d and ensily identified jufde fossils
are present.

(3) *'grr o0 Ser Lovnmn S Distoroio sad Conws
are nrobohly wvecivieted Lo Ui frocelicive

(4) rithain $he Crocl:tt tlwere wro aboubt 6 fossil
norisons. Sone of tie guide roszils, it is true,
may only renveseunt loe 1l shindqance awrisons. Others,
hovever, bhelong to clisarl; dermoustr . bhle evolitvionury
series ané may Hhcrofore lte volliznle ouvside ol this
rerion. Of these cvaledicnary horison muariers, I have
been able L0 esvobhlish tiv '

tree, ¢ e huned ou S geride
folsils.

(5) ™e Zeelaw in biis resionn ic poor in fossils
and mistly ligmitic.

Thase main Fesvlts may suffice Lo shou tnat
much valuahle work both in strietv I-lsonitolozy oand
Stratigraphy can be done. And tivat is exaetly what
I would like to do, if vpossible. ‘

7ae difficulties are:

(1) I have very }ittle materiul from ohher
regions. Rspecially luacking are good covllections
from Clasiborne, 4ila., Hewton, Lisbon, and other tyye
stratigrapnlec lcealities.

(2) "here is 1little laboraztory eaulvment avail-
able as sieves, 3neciucn cuses, Bic.



Pr. Sellards: (Con't)

(3) Luch of the literature is not here and
T can not always »nay itne high express charges on
bookg loaned from otner libraries. Binddes,
those hooxks can only he iept for ten deys. I
en not pay for much photo-sﬁ‘ating'

(4) ~ltough I can meke. trips to tie imediave

vicinity, I nm not ahle to o to more exponses.

0% corrse, [ could do zcme work quiteginde~
pendéntly hy myself, but iu this easze tho work

would n.ve %o be merely occisional, and this is

just woesd T wonld like to avoid. So much has
alre:dy heen done in this vccssional wmanner, and the

resuls ig o orest disorder. 'Mless one caén work
ste~dily ~nd syssewauicnlly for 3 o 5 senrs in

Ctain Line tee vork wisnb as weil not be done &% all.

T Haink Guet shiz gork Ls of sae kind wileh
taa durent ooald wolcome and I woanted to ask you
whebther it is vossidic For tae 3uretu 0 help me.
T would 1lire so vse my 37 months swiner vecutions

and oy oohers tine i L.

Jery sincerely yours,

HBS “518 He B. Stenzusl





