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COUNTRY TEAM MESSAGE. Bl

THE FOLLOWING IS A PREPARED CONTINGENCY STATEMENT TO BE
RELEASED AFTER COORDINATION AND COMPLETION OF SEARCH AND
RECOVERY OPERATIONS. i ~

QUOTE THE 'A‘Q‘AND FINAL WZAPON FROM THE UANUA\Y 17 CRASH
NEAR PALOMARES SPAIN HAS BPTV R—CCVFRLJ xCDﬁY AND IS ENROUTE
TO THE UN;TT? STATES AT . THIS TIME. THE CASING WAS INTACT

AND NO REL Sk OF HADLOAb;;V:TY *Nfo THE COASTAL WATERS

HAS OCCURRED., T1 "WEAPON WAS LOCATED ON MARCH 18 IN 25320

FEET OF WATER , ¢ PROXIMATELY FIVE MILES OFF SHORE BY THE
5630273"51E ﬁ’ViN. PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN AT THAT TIME TENTATIVELY]
IDENTIFIED THE OBJECT AS THE MISSING WEAPON. THE RECOVERY

OF THIS WEAPON BRINGS TO A CLOSE THE SEARCH PHASE OF THE
OPERATION. ALL WRECHAGE FRAGMENTS AND ASSOCIATED AIRCRAFT
MATERIAL OF INTEREST TO THE US HAVE NwO BEEN LOCATED AND
RECOVERED ., UNQUOTE

POSSIBLE ADDITION TO STATE“?ML ASSURING RECOVERY IS MADE
éFTER DRUMS HAVE BEEN LOADED ABOARD SHIP.

QUOTE THE COLLECTION AND REMOVAL OF CONTAWINATED SOIL AND
VEGETATION HAS BEEN COMPLETED. THESE MATERIALS ARE BEING
TRANSF 6<1hD IN STEEL DRUMS ABOARD A UNITZD STATES VESSEL

AND WILL BE BURIED IN THE ATOMIC ENERGY COﬁNISSIOV DISPOSAL
SITE NEAR AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA.

THE AMERICAN E! CAMPHENT NEAR PALOMARES IN BEING DISMANTLED
AND THE PERSONNEL-RETURNED TO THEIR NORMAL DUTY STATION.

I WOULD LIKE TO. TQ(L THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE SPANISH
PZOPLE, FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING ASSISTANCE IN pdu.LETlNG THIS
TASK. 1 ELILVL OUR GOAL HAS BEEN ACHIEVED TO LEAVE THE
PALOMAREZS AREA AS IT WAS BEFORE. UNQUOTE. DUKE

BT

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, USIA 1:25 P.M,, 3-18-66.
ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S/S-0 AT 1:10 P.M., 3-18-66.
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