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THE FOLLOWING IS A PREPARED CONTINGENCY. ST'A.TEMENT TO BE , , 
RELEASED AFTER COORDINATION .~ND COM?LErioN OF pEARCH AND \ 
RECOVEHY OPERATIONS. ,' . ' 

QUOTE THE FOURTH 'AND FINAL t,a.rr: ,~P O~J flt OM THE JANUARY 17 CRASH 
NEAR PALOMA RES SPAIN HAS BEEN R~COVERED TOD AY AND IS ENROUTE 
TO T HE U N~ TED s- ATES AT THIS TI ~E ~ THE CASING WAS INTACT 
AN:) NO RELE ti. SE OF RADIOACTIVITY \>.;TO THE COASTAL WATERS 
HAS OCCURRE~o T H~' ~ EAPON ·wAS LOCATED ON MARCH 16 IN 2500 

I 
~ 

FEET OF ~·Jt1TER? APPROXIMATELY FIVE MILES O:F SHORE BY THE 
SUB MEPSI BLE ALVIN. PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN AT TH/\T TIME TENT .~TI V ELY : 
IDENT IFIED THE OBJECT AS THE MISSING lJJEAPON. THF: RECOVER Y · ! 
OF THIS ~J EAPON BRINGS T O A CLOSE THE SEARCH PHASE OF T.HE . ! .. : 
O?ER AT"'ON. ALL WRECHAGE FRAGMENTS AN"D ASSOCIATED AIRCRAFT · 
MATERI AL OF INT~REST TO THE US HAVE ' NIJ/0 BEEN LOCATED AND i 
RECOVERED. UNQUOTE. ·1 

I 

POSSIBLE ADDITION TO .STATEMENT ASSURING RECOVER Y IS MADE 
AFTER DRUMS HAVE BEEN LOADED /\BOARD SHIP. 

QUOTE 7 HE COLLECT : 1N AND RE~OVAL OF CONT~MI~ATED SOIL AND 
VEGET ~-~~:ON HAS B~E t'J COMPLETED. THES!~ MATERI .~LS ARE BEING 
TRANSPG:1TED I\J STEEL DRUMS ABOAnD A UNITED STATES v'ESSEL 
AND W"LL BE BURIED IN THE ATOMIC ENl!:RGY COMMISSION DISPOSAL 
SITE NEAR AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA. 

' ' 
THE AM ERICAN ENCAMPMENT NEAR PAL :iMM~ES IN BEING DISMANTLED 
AND T HE ?ERSONNEL · RETURNED ro THF IR NORMAL DUTY STATION. 
I WOULD L I KE TO TAKE THIS OPPOR 'l' t;,'HT Y TO THAN/( THE SPANISH 
P20?L:E,. FGR THEIR OUTSTANDING t-.SSIST L\ NCE IN CO:i.J PLETING THIS . 
TASK . I BELIEVE OUR GOAL HAS BEEN ACHIEVED TO EAVE THE 
PALOMARES AREA AS IT WAS BEFORE. UNQUOTE . DUKE 
BT 
NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, USIA 1 : 25 P .Mo , 3- 18-66 • ... 

ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S/S-0 AT 1: 10 P .M., 3-18-66 . 
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